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The spotlight is on Ivan Lendl. 
Can he win the title which has 
eluded ttim for so long. Or will the 
world number one be deprived of 
vet another chance to win the 
Wimbledon title? There is some 
ray of hope for Lendl. Last 
fortnight he won his first title on 
grass at Queens. Is that an 
indication to what might happen 
at the lawns of the All England 
club over the next week? 





Ttu' Kr.glish ha-(l 
t^'rt at lu.ipes after 'fed 
! textiT and Davad CJower 
ti K>k over I tieii' era.'kel 
team. But ail the 
enplioi'ia was tii'oujatit 
lunibhiif^ down by Allan 
Boi'der and liis men at 
Ilmulinp-ley A look at 
the yx Kir at ate of Bi'iialish 
eneket 

VVi mliledon 
ehaiiipiem ni 11)85 
and Ht.t Hoi'is Beeker had 
a lean riateh for- the next 
few years Now he is 
t.iaek with a nev.' niKitye 
and new ainbition.s He's 
huiminp- for the' numbi'i 
onesiHat. Hut will laiji'et 
i!','’ Is he I'eady to take 
over'’’ 


The truth is out 
Ben Johnson 
eheatt'd the world 'I'he 
ate sprinter h;-is 
confessed his sins. Read 
alKuit how Ben Jolinson 
tjooaine tfie fastest man 
in history by taking- 
steroids 

The (jual ilicat ion 
rounds for the 
l''iX)tb;ill Work! Cup ti.) be 
fR'ki in Italy next yi-ar 
are well on 1 heir vvay 
All U))dale rm how t lie 
tea.ms h.ave fared i m 1 h" 
n lad to It' line 






SporiswoHd 


28 4 July, 1 ^ VotumeX Issue 35 

An Ananda Bazar Publieation Rs. 7.00 



15 Marathon woman 
20 Vaseline by J.K. Lever 
34 Champions T rophy hockey 
63 The Barcelona Games 
68 BMX-ing 

80 Karl Heinz Rummineige 

Cover photograph of Johnson by 
Action Plus and Terry Alderman by 
Patrick Eagar 

Poster photograph by Action Plus 


( 


EdHor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

Asalaiant Edttor Andy O'Brien 

Chief Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 

Editorial Staff: Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash 
Ghoshat, Mudar Patharya. Rohif David Breath, 
Avik Lee, Shevlin Sebastian 
MadraaCorraapiondent: Partab Ramchand 
SanforPholotipaphar; Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art Obactor: Amiya Bhattacharya 
Staff Daaignara: Sushanta Bhattacharya and 
Samir Biswas 

Editorial Assistants: Prank Gomes, Suiil 
Ghosh 

hublishad and pnntad tor Ananda Ba^ai PamnaUd. Iiomea 
SPraUaSarKatStieol CalcultaTOOOOi 
t)yBt|it Komar Basu 

Air aureharge for Srinagar, ex- OeW and Tripura 20 pMe 
North Easietn Statee~-2S pane 











A ustralian captain Allan 
Border put things into 
perpective: “When we hit 
England there was a lot of hype 
about the new England team with people 
saying the new Australian side was not 
much cop. We’ve made those people eat 
those words. Maybe we’ve made them 
think now: 'Gee, they’re not a bad bunch 
of cricketers.’’ 

Rumours of the rebirth of English 
cricket were, it seems, greatly 
exaggerated. For, by embracing defeat 
and humiliation when it was apparently 
untouchable, England displayed a 
spineless inadequacy, depressing in its 
familiarity. 

If England hav e suffered a darker day, 
against anyone but the West Indies, it 
stretches the boundaries of memory. The 
brave new dawn, heralded by the advent 
of Ted Dexter and the return of David 
Gower, has suffered a false start so 
incomprehensible it beggars belief. 

Dexter, the chairman of the England 
committee, was absent from the ground 
at Headingly. Gower, his personal pick 
as capitain, may well have given much to 
be elsewhere himself. But, under the cruel 
arc lights and painful interrogation 
which inevitably followed, he owned up. 
Composing himself with obvious 
difficulty, Gower admitted after 
Headingly: “We are aware that over five 
days we havent all performed to the 
best of our capabilities. The opposition 
played better. They outperformed us in 
all departments.” 

Refusing to dissect individuad 
performances or to speculate on team 
changes, Gower conceded: "The bowlers, 
in particular, will be a touch 
disappointed with themselves. The mood 
upstairs is hardly euphoric. It’s a match 
we thought we would save. ” 

This was England’s sixth defeat in 
seven Tests at Headingley, and their 
fourth in succession. It was also, 
incidentally, their second defeat in the 
past three Tests against Australia. But if 
this miserable demise has a consolation, 
it is that England will now feel obliged to 
alter their outlook. 

Gower was .wrong, in putting 
Australia in to bat but by then the worst 
felonies had ali'eady been committed with 
the selection of a team ill-equipped and 
ill-balanced for Test cricket. It must also 
be recorded that the enforced absence of 
Gilley, Getting and Botham did them no 
favouia. But whether they would have 
made the difference is debatable. 


siite w^sRot miiGK cop. 
W8*vo made those people eat those 
words**: AtfRfl Border 



























FAST outfi<j|(l and 
easy-jjac-i!d wicket, 
groen otip.s and runs 
galore In many way.s 
Headiiigley recalled old 
times, in some, .such as 
the lunatic Mexican 
wave. It did not 
The euphoria which 
has built, up around 
English ci'icket since the 
name of Tod Dexter first 
commanded the 
headlines several 
months ago, was always 
due for dilution once the 
.serious fight for the 
Ashes t(Kjk shape 
Nevertheless, the extent 
of disillusionment a-s 
Australia eased, and 
sometimes raced along 
to their vast .score came 
as a nasty shock, only 
partly relieved by the 
spirit of England's 
reply. 

The plain truth is, of 
course, that the klngland 
XI can only reflect the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of county 
cricket. The type of 
fast-medium bowling 
which has for so long 
ruled the day on poor 
pitches was cut down to 
size by some admirable 
batting in nioi’e 
favourable conditions 
than Ileadingley has 
produced for several 
years 

Australia’s 601 for 
seven declared stirred 
the memory. That was 
their sc'ore, with one 
more wicket lost, when 
Len Hutton, with less 
justification than 
Gower, put them in in 
the first Test of 19.54-5. 



Gower omitted Emburey 
while at Brisbane two 
admirable spinners, 
Appleyard and Wardle, 
watched from the 
pavilion the massacre of 
Bedser (scarcely fit) 
Statham, Tyson, Bailey 
and Edrich. 

I hope all the 
remaining Test pitches 
are good and true. Then, 
at the end of the 
summer, irrespective of 
the result of the series, 
we shall have been 
reminded how necessary 
is a much larger variety 
of the arts of 


bowling -necessary that 
is, unless a country 
possess four awesome 
fast bowlers who pose a 
constant physical as 
well as technical threat, 
such as those of the West 
Indies. In 300 Tests, 
give or take a few, I 
never saw the bowling of 
both sides so utterly 
uniform in pace. 

Australia can rejoice 
in the flowering of three 
batsman of the quality of 
Dean Jones, Steve 
Waugh and Mark 
Taylor. All stand still 
until the ball is bowled. 


and all wield bats of 
around 21b 7o2 rather 
than those clumsy 31b 
weapons. Their method 
is generally orthodox, 
and their speed and 
judgment between the 
wickets was a constant 
joy. About Waugh, in 
style and physique, and 
wearing a cap rather 
than the anonymous 
helmet, there was more 
than a hint of Stan 
McCabe—a tenser 
edition. 

The influence of Bobby 
Simpson was plain to 
see. The man who, after 










10 years’ retirement 
from the Australian 
leadership came back, 
aged 41, to hold the fort 
as captain once more 
against Packer’s 
attempted takeover, and 
at 53 still adding to a 
record number of runs 
in Grade cricket, holds 
the players’ respect. His 
title, he insists, is 
coach—not manager. 

The Australian 
bowling, with the class 
of Alderman standing 
out as did that of Poster 
for England, has 
likewise suffered 



inevitably from the 
surfeit of one-day 
cricket. When Alderman 
took Gooch’s wicket he 
was mobbed by his 
fellows in the modern 
manner which the old 
timers observe wryly. It 
is said that when the son 
of Arthur Mitchell, that 
toughest of archetypal 
tykes, was asked what 
his father would have 
thought of all the 
hugging and kissing, he 
laughed and said: “Why, 
I don’t think he ever 
kissed moother.” 

The chief event of 


Abmd Waugh, in 
style and 
physique, arid 
wearing a cap 
rather than the 
anonymous 
helmet, there um 
more than a hint 
of Stan 

McCabe^-a tenser 
edition. 


Saturday, apart from 
Lamb’s flawless 100, 
was Barnett’s innings. 
His antics as the bowler 
nears the crease defy 
every canon, but, that 
said a good eye and a 


determination to play 
his natural attacking 
game saw him through. 
If the supremo can 
modify that stance and 
drop the strongest hint 
to exercise his 
wrist-spin regularly for 
Derbyshire he could 
serve England well. 

The press quarters are 
now wonderfully plush 
following more than “an 
element of 

refurbishment.” Apart 
from a temporary edifice 
like an ocean liner 
buckled in the middle 
and comprised solely of 
hospitality boxes, 
Headingley has changed 
as little as its pundits’ 
forthright talk. 

I found much after my 
own heart. Cricket will 
not be right, they say, 
until they uncover the 
pitches (and the 
run-ups) An indoor 
school opposite the 
ground as grood as 
MCC’s, and a youthful 
academy of cricket at 
Park Avenue. Braidford, 
reflect the yearning to 
regain old standards. 

The Bradford League 
pi’ospers; likewise the 
York and District in 
which Hovingham play. 
A pilgrimage to that 
loveliest of 

country-house grounds 
on which the village 
have played for upwards 
of 150 years was, for me, 
amust. Inl858 
all-England defeated 22 
of Hovingham by two 
wickets. But did they all 
field? The scorebook 
does not relate. W G 
Grace is said to have 
described his 400 not 
out against 22 of 
Grimsby as the innings 
he enjoyed most 
“because they all fielded 
and they hadn’t cut the 
outfield.” 
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Introducing' Monica Seles and Arantxa Sanchez, that is if they still require any 

introduction to tennis fans. 
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A ccording to the San 
Francisco Chronicle, 
Monica Seles has the 
determination of Bjorn 
Borg, the grunt of Jimmy 
Connors and the laugh of 
Woody Woodpecker. All of which is true 
but it should also be pointed out that this 
16-year-old is the most eye-catching 
arrival in women’s tennis since Steffi 
Graf started to lay waste to the tour. 

Though she played a mere three senior 
events last year and Paris marked her 
third tournament of 1989 (and her first 
Grand Slam) Seles already stands 
twenty-second in the world rankings, 
having beaten Chris Evert to win 
Houston in May. 

An inclination to attack the ball as if it 
has defaulted on a debt ensures that, 
once she decides to devote less time to 
school and more to her chosen career, a 
place in the.top 10 will not long be denied 
her. 

The only possible doubts about this 
engaging extrovert are the risk of 
damage to a developing body, suffered by 
such as Tracy Austin and Andrea Jaeger, 
and the fact that she is so well groomed 
as to border on the manufactured. 

Seles goes into battle clad in colour 
co-ordinated clothing and painted 
fingernails, her long fair hair woven into 
a business-like ponytail. That said, she is 
a 15-year-old who looks 15. A left-hander 
who strikes forehand and backhands 
alike with both fists clamped on the 
racket, she propels herself off the ground 
with the effort imparted. 

Her quick, short-stepping walk 
between points is reminiscent of Austin, 
an anxiety to get on with the game might 
have been borrowed ftom Graf and the 
preference for taking the ball early and 
on the rise is very Connors. So is the 
grunt, though the Gatling-gun giggle 
which enlivens her press conference is 
unique outside the world of animated 
cartoons and her English sounds as if it 


Her mind was 
made up alrnut 
tennis when she 
was six, when 
her brother 
Zoltan, then IS 
returned from 
the Yugoslavian 
junior 

championships 
bearing a big 
huge cup. *1 
decided I wanted 
a big trophy 
too." said 
Monica 


was learned from a 33rpm disc being 
placed at 78. 

Her mind was made up about tennis at 
the age of six when her brother Zoltan, 
then 15, returned from the Yugoslavian 
Junior championships to their home in 
Novi Sad bearing a huge cup. 'I decided I 
wanted a big trophy too' said Monica. By 
the time she was 10 that desire had been 
fulfilled with world and European titles 
in her age group. That’s when I sensed I 
could do pretty well,' she .said. 

The scene moves to the 1985 Orange 
Bowl in Miami. Enter Nick Bollettieri, 
the no-nonsense proprietor of a coaching 
school in Florida and developer of such 
talents as Andre Agassi’s. ‘1 heard about 
this girl who was beating the crap out of 
our kids so I moseyed down to the 
Orange Bowl for a look Monika was 12 
at tne time. All I could hear was a lot of 
grunting and all I could see was big feet 
and a little body. But she was so 
competitive. Those feet covered the 
course so well and she had the right 
attitude, going after her opponent all^the 
time.’ 

An invitation was promptly extended 
to sample the Bollettieri ‘academy’ at 
Bradenton. Monica liked what she saw 
(‘You couldn’t imagine a better place to 
develop your career’) and the Seleses 
were soon established in Florida--father 
Karoly, an award-winning cartoonist 
and former triple jump champion, 
mother Esther and Zoltan. 

There can be no doubt she has benefited 
enormously from the facilities and 
expertise available in Bradenton. She is 
incomparably more aggressive, more 
talented and a better walloper and server 
of the ball than any of her 
contemporaries, ’I am looking forward to 
Wimbledon’ said she. ’I want to see the 
Queen and Princess Diada but I am a bit 
scared about playing on grass.’ 

Monica has already comfortably 
exceeded her own expectations. ‘This 
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At Paris, Steffi Qxb|, tp {Allf^wtuseher cbmpalf< 
riot, Boris Becker, lost a tennis match, not a war. 
In the Iraig term, the eiqperietwe could work to 
her benefit. The wonderfhl'thing about Arantxa 
Sanchez the player who stunned the world oham* 
pion here on Saturday, is th^ she is a bundle of 
fun as well as a winner. 

After rubbing our eyes, pinching ourselves emd 
checking the sooresheet for an error before 
accepting that “Speedy Gk>nzalea“ really did run 
"Top Cat” into the red clay to win the French 
Open, there were smiles of recollection at the 
sheer Joy the energetic little Spaniard had 
brought to a Grand Slam final 

Not everything amused Graf, but even the 
ailing No. 1 gave her precocious conqueror a 
warm hug before surveying the debris of her first 
major setback for 19 months. The West German 
had been particularly upset early in the match, 
when the umpire called for a point to be replayed 
after a ball had dropped out of the clip Sanchez 
wears at the back of her waistband as the 
17-year-old from Barcelona scurried along the 
baseline. Asked why she had fled from the court 
before Sanchez served for the match, Graf said- 
“Do you really want to know? I have my period, 
and I started to have cramps “ It is possible that 
the defeat, whiohe ends a run of 41 victories in 
Grand Slam matches, will lift a weight from 
Grafs shoulders while encouragfing her rivals. 

Such was Sanchez's determination that on one 
occasion, while unsuccessfully attempting to 
return a drop shot, she slid slowly into a splits 
that would have failed an audition at the Moulin 
Rouge. After winning the first point of the final 
set, she lofted a forehand high into the main 
stand A young man retrieved the ball, and called 
out in Spanish, “Catch, Arantxa!" (pronounced 
Arancha). The seventh seed took it, one-handed, 
waved a thank you, and proceeded to break Grafs 
serve. 


kWi fir, fbwmijinsssiiis 

Having tbe^ Unconceivable, in the 

longest women's final on record at tlm French, 
only two minutes less than three hours, Sanchez 
fell to the court and rolled on her back in the clay 
with the abandon of a- toddler on a Benidorm 
beach before rising with tetus of happiness 
stmming down her chubby cheeks. 

Clutching her trophy and a cheque worth 
£160,000', as the first Spanish female to win a 
Grand Slam title, and the youngest French 
women’s singles champion (17 years six months, 
compared to Grafs 17 ll months in 1987) she 
said to the crowd, in Bnghsh; “Thank you very 
much for saying, ‘Come on. Arantxa!’, and byS- 
bye!” 

One by one, the family made their way to the 
presentation box; her father, Emilio, an engineer; 
her mother Marisa, a teacher, whose idea it had 
been to take the children to the local tennis 
courts, her brothers, Emilio, 24. ranked 14 in the 
world, and Javier, aged 31. a former world junior 
champion. A telegram from King Juan Carlos 
and an autographed Barcelona jersey were on the 
way to her hotel. 

The obvious question is, can she repeat her 
amazing feat at Wimbledon? At this stage of her 
career, it seems doubtful. Sanchez's retrieving 
baseline style is ideally suited to clay, where the 
slower pace affords more time to make defensive 
shots before rallying into an attacking fxisltion. 

“I’m one of the top ten players in the world," 
Sanchez said after her French triumph, “but 1 
still have a lot to learn, but I am maturing very 
quickly.” Juan Nunex, the former Chilean coach 
who has been coaching Sanchez since February 
predicts that Sanchez would soon be among the 
top three players. “And she can stay there for a 
very long time. She just has to believe that she 
can play on all surfaces. She has a lot of charisma 
and she loves tennis." 


year my goal was to get into the top 50.1 
already did tliat. Everybody who starts 
playing tennis wants to be number one 
That’s my goal too, but if I don’t make it 
life IS still going to go on for me ' 

After her loss to Graf at the French 
Open Seles said. “It doesn't matter that I 
lost. I’m going to lose to worse people 
than her.” Then she added with a smile, 
“I have a few more years." 

A sensible attitude from a youngster 
who intends to play no more than a dozen 
tournaments this year because she wants 
to retain a balance between school and 
tennis. There is also the anxiety of her 
advisers not to risk injury. 


Seles goes into 
battle clad in 
colour- 
coordinated 
clothing and 
painted 

fingernails, her 
long fair hair 
woven into a 
business-like 
pony tail. 


‘We don't want to hurt her physically 
by playing too much,’ said Bolletticri 
‘Just t^Husc she IS doing well m a few 
tournaments doesn't mean it is time to 
open out and put her on the track 
‘We are taking everything slow If I 
had tried to rush her the family would 
have taken her away But 1 have never 
seen a human being with her work ethic, 
on and off court, and I’ve never seen a 
harder hitting 15-year-old I know we 
have an unusual one here ’ 

Bollettieri is not the sort of person 
against whom accusations of 
understatement can often be levelled 
This time he should plead guilty 
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Engine RPM Is the unfailing key 
to fuel economy and reduced 
engine wear and tear. 
Determining the optimum RPM, 
(usually in the mid-range), 
when the engine develops 
maximum “TORQUE", isn’t easy. 

Too high an RPM and fuel 
economy reduces with 
increased wear and tear on 
the engine. Too low. ond you’re 
losing out on fuel economy 
again, while straining the engine. 


So take the guess work out of 
gauging optimum RPM. Install 
the new electronic RPM meter 
—from PRICOL Designed for 3 
and 4 cylinder petrol engines, 
optimum RPM range for each 
vehicle is given with the meter. 
Start saving money right away. 
Go on a money saving drive, 
with a Pricol electronic RPM 
meter. 


Rs. 600 /- Only. 

Inclusive o( Excise. CST (k Octroi. Local Sales tax extra. 
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Preparing for the West Indies 


U 


D IUP 

VENGSARK- 
AR may have 
been a bit 
indiscreet in his 
interview to 
Sportaworld” said the 
former Test cricketer 
who knows a lot about 
the Caribbeans. "But, we 
can’t ignore certain 
points he has made,” 
“That’s an unbiased 
attitude,” I agreed. 

“In several instances 
Dilip has called a spade a 
spade,” said the former 
Test cricketer. “For 
instance, it is one thing 
winning matches 
against weak touring 
teams on pitches 
doctored to suit our 
I spinners. Facing the 
West Indians in their 
environment is an 
altogether different cup 
of tea.” 

“Or rum, if you want 
to put it like that,” I said. 

“What does all this 
indicate?” asked the 
former cricketer. Then 
he answered the 
question himself. “Any 
Indian cricketer selected 
to tour the West Indies 
would have to prepare 
himself thoroughly 
mentally and 
physically.” “You mean, 
apart from the usual 
conditioning camps?” I 
asked. 

The ex-Test cricketer 
snorted. “I call them 



1 nodded. “Instead of 
the conditioning camps 
organised by our cricket 
Board, our cricketers 
should request the 
Swimming Federation of 
India to organize camps. 
Just to shai’pen on their 
swimming, floating and 
so on. ” 

“The next, is what 1 
call, psychological 
conditioning,” said the 
ex-Test cricketer. “Our 
boys must be prepared to 
wear the briefest of 
swimming trunks. Some 
of the present lot have 
inhibitions on this issue. 
These must te shed. ” 

"Not the swimming 
suits. I hope," 1 said. 

"No harm in that,” 
said the ex-crickoter 
"One reason for our 
brownwash against the 
West Indians could be 
that some of the players 
were not pnipared to 
wear the bikini 
swimming trunks. This 
shows lack of 
psycliological 
motivation " 

"I hope this will be 
remedied soon.” I said. 

“That’s why the BCCl 
would be well advised to 
send a psycliiati ist with 
the team,” said the 
former Test player. i 

“And now for the third. ” ! 

“Goon," I invited. | 


deconditioning camps,” he said. “No, an entirely 
different kind of preparation is required to toughen 
up our boys.” 

“What kind of preparation do you have in mind?” 1 
asked. 

“First of all they must learn to swim,” said the 
former Test cricketer. “Without that, you just can’t 
survive in the West Indies which is full of beaches. 
Swim, soak in the sun, that’s a must. If you can surf, 
water-ski or learn to dive under water, they should be 
considered extra qualifications.” 


“Any player chosen for the West Indies must 
develop the necessary cunning, mental strength 
and conviction to a cause," said the former Test 
player. 

“That’s right,” 1 nodded. “You cannot face the 
fearsome fast bowlers without these qualities.” 

Tlie former player looked at me in disgust. “I don’t 
mean that,” he snapped. “These qualities would help 
them to hold secret meetings, flout the Board 
directives and go on money cum merry tours of the 
US, Canada or even the Canary Islands.” 
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After the Seoul Olympics, Florence Griffith Joyner ran straight to the bank to cash in her three gold 
medals; and earn for herself the nickname Cash Flo. The high profile queen of athletics was deluged 
with offers, but she and her team were cautious. They claimed they didn’t “want overexposure.” Flo Jo 
signed with a running shoe company, a dress manufacturer, a toy maker and a children’s book 
publisher (a series of books written by her will feature a character called Barry Bam Bam). She also 
appeared on several network teievision shows and Is considering a film in which she would play a 
female James Bond. All this has made her a millionaire several times over. But much as she may 
claim, it doesn’t seem as if Flo-Jo wants to leave the limelight. The news that she may come out of 
retirement to run the marathon seems to be the latest publicity gimmick. Her husband Al Joyner warns 
those who would think this to be a way to get into the news. “A iot of people will laugh about this but 
you don’t iaught at Florence Griffith Joyner, if she comes back it’s going to be the marathon. She’s 
buying books on how to run the marathon and how to train.” No Al, we’re not laughin. We’re just 
waiting. For Ro^o to return; whatever the event may be. 




is no longrer Boom 
Boom Becker or 
Bonking Boris as he was 
a year or two ago. Today 
Boris Becker's inner 
turmoil is a thing of the 
past. He appears ready 
to make his push for the 
number one spot m the 
world. And this year’s 
Wimbledon will be the 
I starting point. 

As Mats Wilander 
once said; “For Ivan 
Lendl or me to win a 
tournament it’s a 
question of getting an 
opportunity and making 
the most of it. Boris has 
to play well to win. 

That’s it.” 

And if recent 
indications are any 
pointer then Boris is 
indeed playing well. He 
stretches limits, from 
his monster serve and 
fearlei^ divevolleys to 
the almost lion-like 
roars that fuel his 
on-court intensity. 




BORIS 

BECKER 


GUNNING FOR THE TOP SPOT? 


Becker’s fate as a 
champion is wrapped in 
dynamics., 

Yet beneath the 
emotional fury. Becker 
at 21 is slowly framing 
the elements that may 
carry him past Ivan 
Lendl and the rest, to the 
forefront of the men’s 
game. 

One reason is 
maturity. At 17, Becker 
was wunderkid. 
Wimbledon just 
happened. Today he has 
to fight for the title. Two 
years ago or even last 
year. Becker lacked the 
mental patience and 
stroke diversity to meet 
such a challenge. But 
today things are 
different. 

“I think I have more to 
my game than I did a 
few years ago,” he says 
of his willingness to mix 
a little slice with his top 
spin. "A couple of years 
ago I had to make the 


winner within the fii’st 
three or four shots. Now 
it’s almost as if I’m 
waiting at the baseline 
for my opponent to 
make a mistake. ” 

A second factor is Bob 
Brett, Becker’s 
Australian-born coach 
whose work ethic and 
patience complement 
Becker’s often stubborn 
insistent demeanour. 
Brett is a disciple of the 
Harry Hopman 
no-nonsense school. 

“Bob knows how to 
handle Boris and how to 
get around him.” says 
Ion Tiriac. Becker’s 
business manager and 


mentor. 

Becker presently is 
also searching for new 
levels beyond the 
confines of the court. 
One of his latest passion 
is reading biographies 
of international 
personalities—how they 
built their careers and 
managed to survive in 
the face of intense media 
attention. 

For a man who has not 
wona single Grand Slam 
event on a non-grass 
court Becker has had a 
fantastic season. 
Starting of course with 
the 1988 Nabisco 
Masters win which 


included victories over 
both Ijcndl and 
Wilander. He then led 
West Germany to a 4-1 
upset Davis Cup final 
triumph over Sweden, 
which included a 
.straight set rout over 
Stefan Edberg. His clay 
season performance was 
also attractive including 
a semi-final place at the 
French Open. 

Tiriac believes that 
Becker’s Davis Cup 
performance looms 
especially large. “In 
Germany,” says Tiriac, 
“you lose one and you 
lose the war. For 
German sport—not for 
tennis - the Davis Cup 
win had a great impact. 

It was much more for 
German sport than 
Boris winning 
Wimbledon or Steffi’s 
Grand Slam.” 

Becker is the new 
Germany. But how far 
does he want to go? “I’m 


fs Boris Becker mentally and 
physically ready to be 
launched onto the forefront of 
the men's game? 
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A, 


JL Jkfterhe 
hit rock bottom 
with his loss to 
Brad Gilberf in 
the ’87 US Open, 
Becker drove 
around 

Manh^tan for 
hours trying to 
figure out what 
had gone wrong 
and whether he 
truly wanted to 
pay the price 


at a sta^,” he says, 
“where I’m ready to take 
dn another level. I know 
it inside. That's the 
problem I have.” 

In career head to head 
a^nst players who 
count, Becker is 5-2 vs 
Wilander, 10-7 vs. 
Edberg, 3-1 vs McEnroe 
5-0 vs Connors, 2-1 vs 
PatCash, 4-2 vs. 
Miloslav Mecir, 5-2 vs 
Henri Leconte, 4-2 vs 
Tim Mayotte. Only 
Lendl holds an edge, 

7-5, though in th^ finals 
it’s 4-4 split. 

Becker, often has to 
learn the hard way, 
which differentiates him 
frm Lendl, the ultimate 
system analyst, and the 
more stoic Swedes. Close 
friends tried to warn 
him that his former 
girlfiiend Benedicts 
Courtin was more 
interested in travel and 
money than his 
workouts. Becker 
resisted, even as he 
began to check his 
watch at practice 
sessions. After he hit 
rock-bottom with his 
loss to Brad Gilbert at 
the '87 US Open. Becker 
drove around 




JL s Becker, 
who is No. 2 in 
the ATP 
rankings ready 
to assume the 
top spot? “I 
think he is going 
to take a while,” 
says a typically 
cautions Tiriac. 
“I don’t think he 
is ready to take 
the 

responsibility.” 


Vfanhattan for hours 
;rying to figure out 
what had gone wrong 
uid whether he truly 
wanted to pay the price 
o be a champion. 

"He got used to 
viiming too fast, Tiriac 
lays. "But he wasn’t 
ised to winning too 
ilow. You have to get 
used to both if you want 
to survive for ten years. ” 
Is Becker, who is now 
number 2 in the ATP 
rankings, ready to 
assume the top spot? “I 
. think he’s going to take 
a while,” adds a typically 
cautious Tiriac. “I don't 
think he’s ready to take 
the responsibility.” 

Interestingly, unlike 
i Agassi or Edberg, who 
have shown chinks in 
their armour, or Lendl 
whose gfame is inhibited 
by his stroke mechanics, 
no one can question 
Becker’s diverse skills. 
Physically and 
mentally, he has shown 
the capacity to respond 
to opponents and events 
that challenge him. 

"I want to be the best I 
can," says Becker. And 
that means being the best 
in the world?”* 
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By John Lever 

The former England bowler 
confesses that he had used the 
cream on the ball but only to keep 
the sweat out of his eyes during the 
series against India in 1976-77 


TEST DEBUT 


s(x>n as I 
came on for 
. my first bowl 

\ in Test 

® cricket the 

V replacement 

■ ball really did 

I swing. In the 

space of 
sixteen deliveries I took 
four wickets- -those of 
Anshuman Gaekwad, 
Mohinder Amarnath, 
Gundappa Viswanath 
and Venkataraghavan. 
And after Gavaskar and 
Patel had threatened a 
recovery next morning I 
dismissed both of them 
and also picked up 
Kirmani before India 
were all out for 122. 

I Iiod taken seven for 
forty-six on my Test 
debut but it did not sink 
in for a moment. Having 
got four of my wickets 
the night before, it just 
did not register that I 
had taken seven in the 
innings until Keith 
Fletcher came racing 
towards me from second 
slip with a grin from ear 
to ear. 

“What’s the matter 
with you?” 1 said, 
puzzled by the look on 
his face which was one 
of such joy and 


happiness that t will 
never forget it as long as 
I live. 

“I’m just happy for 
you,” he said. 

I got three more 
wickets when India 
followed on to give me 
match figures of 10 for 
70 and despite a long 
delay because of fog 
India only just managed 
to take the match into 
the fifth day before 
losing by an innings and 
twenty-five runs. 


SUDDENLY A 

NATIONAL 

HERO 


The reaction was 
incredible. Telegrams 
flooded in. not just from 
relatives and friends in 
Ilford where I had 
played all my cricket, 
not only from all over 
Essex and other 
counties in England, but 
from all parts of India as 
well. It could not have 
been easy for them after 
losing a Test match so 
comprehensively. It 
could not have b^u easy 
for some of them to put 
their words into 
English. But tl^ere they 


were, pencilled out on 
the telegrams. “Super”; 
“Well done”; “Ix)vely 
bowling"; “Great 
performance." 1 kept 
them all 

Suddenly I was a 
national hero and the 
BBC wanted to interview 
me and Tony Grieg. We 
could not keep the team 
bus waiting so the rest 
of the players returned 
to the hotel with Greigy 
saying: “Don’t worry, 
we’ll get back OK.” And 
as soon as we had 
completed the 
interviews he went 
outside and stopped two 
motor scooters. He got 
on the back of one of 
them, told me to get on 
the back of the other and 
away we went. 

It was rush hour in 
Delhi. In fact it always 
seemed to be rush hour 
in Delhi. There were 
buses, trucks, cars, 
motor-cycles, motorised 
rickshaws, bullock 
carts, every means of 
transport you can 
imagine, and there we 
were dodging in and out 
of it on the pillions of 
these two tiny scooters. 

“This is it.” I though to 
myself. “I’ve just got 
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into the England side 
and rm going to get 
■ knocked off this thing 
and crushed to death.” 

The scooter-rider did 
not do much to reassure 
me, either. He could not 
seem to comprehend 
that he had got Tony 
Oreig, captain of 
England, in front of him 
and John Lever, the guy 
who had jyst taken all 
these wickets in the 
Test, behind and he kept 
turning round to have a 
look at me. “I'm still 
here,” I yelled above the 
roar of the traffic. “Keep 
your eyes on the road. ” 

For me, it was like 
something out of Boy’s 
Own and, once we had 
reached the sanctuary of 
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our hotel, I could not 
have been happier. 
Indeed it was turning 
out to be a very happy 
tour all round and our 
spirits soared even 
higher when we went to 
Calcutta for the second 
Test and won the one as 
well, despite all kinds of 
j problems through 
j injury and illness. 

; Then came the 
! incident that was to take 
I the gloss off everything 
I that had gone before and 
I turn me from a hero to a 
: villain overnight. The 
; third Test was being 
i played at Madras, which 
j is hotter and stickier 
; than anywhere else that 
! Test cricket is staged in 
j India. Sweat stings 
I when it runs into your 
I eyes, so I asked Bernard 
I Thomas for some 
I Vaseline to smear across 
I the top of my eyebrows 
! to channel it down the 
: side of my face in the 
I same way as boxers and, 

I occasionally, footballers 
! do to keep the sweat out 
i of their eyes. Dear old 
I Bernard did not have 
j any Vaseline and came 
I up with what he thought 
j was the next best 
j thing -Vaseline 
impregnated gauze 
We did not think any 
more about it for the 
first two days of the Test 
as we batted first and 
scored 262 and then 
began to make 
considerable inroads 
into the Indian batting. 

It was not until after 
lunch on the third 
day—by which time the 
Indian first innings was 
almost over—that Bob 
Willis and I decided to 
try using strips of the 
gauze to keep the sweat 
out of our eyes. It simply 
did not work and after a 
short time I ripped mine 
off and threw it on to the 
ground close to the 
stumps. Umpire Reuben 


immediately snatched it 
up, apparently; I 
discovered later, because 
he considered it to be a 
breach of Law 46 or, 
more specifically. 
Experimental Law 46 
Note 4 (iii) which states: 
“No interference with 
the natural condition of 
the ball shall be 
allowed.” And India’s 
captain, Bishen Bedi led 
the charge that I had 
been using Vaseline to 
help me to make the ball 
swing. 

“We’ve caught him 
cheating,” he told the 
press “We’ve got the 
proof and we’re going to 
send the ball away for 
forensic examination." 

1 did not have a clue 
what was going on but 
one or two of the Indians 
said to me: “Don’t worry 
about it. He’s a Sikh 
ft om the north, we’re 
playing in the .south and 
he knows that the 
selectors c re looking to 
get rid of him. It’s his 
way of figliting back.” 

Only I did worry. And 
I worried evesi more 
when I arrived at the 
ground the next 
morning to be greeted 
by a huge banner 
saying; “CIIEATEH 
LEVER GO HOME ” 

There were other 
messages as well, some 
of them humorous, like 
the one advertising a 


different brand of 
Vaseline, but others 
more threatening, and 
all kinds of wild 
accusations in the 
Indian newspapers. And 
though the Test and 
County Cricket Board at 
Iiord’s quickly accepted 
the explanation received 
from Greig and our 
manager, Ken 
Barrington. I really did 
feel like going home at 
the time. 

I had bt^en aixmsed of 
having to rely on 
something other than 
my own ability to get 
wickets-ten in Delhi, two 
in Calcut ta and seven 
more in Madras Yet 
Bernard had only 
bought the gauze two 
days before the third 
Test so there was no way 
that it could have been 
used in the first two 
And we had only 
experimented w'lth it in 
Mail fas bwaiise it was so 
hot It tiad lieen so <:i i<.)l 
in Delhi that 1 remember 
wearing a long .sleeved 
sweater 

Whal helped 

enormou.sly was that the 
English cricketwriter.s 
supported me all the 
way through. I am not 
sure that the same thing 
would happen texlay but, 
from the cuttings which 
were .sent out, I knew 
that every single one of 
them had bet^n kind and 


understanding and I 
really did appreciate it. 

If they had b^n against 
me, it would have been 
unbearable. 

What did not help at 
all, though, was that 1 
had a couple of letters 
from home t elling me j 
that some news 
reporters were sitting 
on my parents’ doorstep 
and postering them 
about it. And tlie fact 
that they were being 
d ragged i nto the 
: scurrilous accusations 
that their son was a 
cheat really did turn me 
against the man who 
had made them After 
all, Bishen Bedi and I 
had played against each 
other in county cricket 
for years and the only 
reason he wuld possibly 
have had for in.sinuating 
that r was the kind of j 
cricketer who would 
suddenly start eiieatiiig 
in the middle of a Test i 

S 

match was because India | 
were already 2-0 dc iwii j 
. in the sci ics and about to { 
go 3-0 down which they | 
duly did when we won | 
that Madras Test by 200 i 
runs. j 

Apart from anything i 
lelse. that incident , 

soured the entire series. ^ 
That was so sad because i 
until then we had got on j 
really well with all the 
Indian playei’s from • 
batsmen like little | 

Gundappa Viswanath j 
and Dilip Veiigsarkar to 
wicketkeeper Syed 
Kirmani and spinners 
Bhagwat Chandrasekhar 
and Eripali Prasanna. 
They were a great bunch 
of blokes. But from then 
on we stopped going 
into their 

changing-room and 
kept our distance. 

Excerpted from *J.K. Lever-A 
Cricketer’* Cricketer’ 
published by. Unurin Hyman, 
distributed m India Iw Hups and 
Co., priced at its 233/> 
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GAVASKAR ON THE VASELINE 
CONTROVERSY 


J OHN LEVER'S book, in which he talked 
about the vaseline incident, came up in 
conversation with Qreigy. Though he was 
adamant at first that no vaseline was used, 
Orelgy dropped his defences when told that 
after the first Test in Delhi we asked for the 
ball and Bishen ran his thumb across the seam 
and found enough gooey substance on it to 
reinforce our suspicion. Greigy was quite 
surpHsed to hear that and was candid enough 
to say, "Vaseline no, Up ice maybe.” 
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Fitness is one of (Aussie coach) Murray's fixations and with it 
comes his view that a player must be skilled enough to do 
justice to iny position. At present at least Murray’s theorems 
seem to he highly funcitonai 


rr^ "'" V:'. —IRANK 

' . MURRAY, 

Australia’s 

' -" ' /^^UlPil new coach is 

a school 

. .. teacher. A 

mathematics 
. mm' teacher to be 

* .. precise. 

Outsiders ^re not aware, of 
course, that Mr. Murray was 
proficient in another sphere 
too—^that of hockey, where he was 
responsible for a different sort of 
inventive formulas. Take this one 
equation of his—in the 58 games 
that his local team has played 
under him, they have lost only 
once. It is not merely remarkable, 
it is incredible. 

Richard Agiss his predecessor, 
who was constantly complimented 
for putting together the Rnest, 
most ruthless, totally arrogant 
and absolutely Ht hockey side the 
world has seen in recent years, 
retired after the Seoul Olympic 
Games.. .but it is worth noting 
that despite the team’s talent, it 
won merely one mcgor 
toiimament, the 1986 World Cup, 
under him. Agiss retired out of 
choice and although former 
players and distinguished ones 
too, Jim Irvine and Terry Walsh, 
were possible replacements, the 
Job finally went to Murray—a 
hard taskmaster amd with ideas of 
his own. 

Murray’s hardened style has 
astonishingly paid immediate 
dividends.. .this young Australian 
edde, with a smattering of raw 
talent, has won the Champions 
Trophy with four wins and one 
draw. Mxirray stressed right 
through the tournament that he 







would not be nnitking ' any nu^or 
changes... what he means is that 
the base is already there, provided 
by Agiss, and he will work on 
that. Fitness, is one of Murray’s 
true fixations and with it comes 
his view that a player must be 
skilled enough to do justice to any 
position. Mark Hager, for 
example, plays usiially as inside 
forward for his State team and 
center forward for Australia. In 
the match against West Germany, 
their only draw, Hager was 
switched to left wing. He 
acquitted himself reasoiuibly, but 
was having trouble falling back 
on occasions. So in the crowded 
press conference, in front of his 
coach, Hager admitted, and he is a 
tiger of a player, that his own 
physical capabilities and training 
systems were obviously 
inadequate and that he would 
have to work towards a higher 
level of fitness. Hager, I would 
say, could even at present outrun 
any Indian.. .mind you this is not a 
reflection of our players’ lack of 
discipline, but just that oqr fitness 
programmes have for a long time 
been terribly below par. A West 


German trainer provided an 
example.. .he said that If a pla 3 rer 
sprints 30 yards in practice, he 
must then jog 300yards before 
sprinting again. A 1:3 ratio. In 
India till recently we were used to 
doing ten 30 yard sprints in rapid 
succession. Change is imminent. 

Murray’s ethos of how 
Australian hockey should be 
played also includes another 
ingredient, arrogance. A factor 
which is controveraial and has 
characterised the Aussies' manner 
of playing through this last 
decade. In an English hockey 
magazine, Murray was quoted as 
saying, that there must be an 
arrogance, an arrogance of 
winning. “When the Aussies get 
on the field they must believe it is 
their God-given right to win the 
match.” There is a difference 
between arrogance and 
confidence. The Oxford Concise 
Dictionary says that ‘confidence’ 
is assured expectation, self 
reliance, boldness, impudence. On 
the other hand, ‘arrogance’ is 
overbearing, presumptious, 
aggressively haughty. There have 
been observers however who feel 


that it is fliis arrogance of 
Australia which has often 
defeated them...in 1976 against 
New ZSealand and in 1684 against 
Pakistan, on both occasions 
Atistralia presumably let 
arrogance cloud their perception, 
and ^is underestimation was 
paid for with unnecessary defeats 
and the loss of two Olympic 
crowns especially the one of Seoul. 

At present of course Miirray’s 
theorems appear to be highly 
functional. No one seems to be 
able to match the Aussies pace and 
usage of space. They practise set 
moves from the midfield to the 
opposing goal with such ferocity 
and diligence that during a match, 
these passes and movement into 
space become almost reflex 
actions, sewn into the 
sub-conscious. India could do well 
to learn this, for they often appear 
unsure in midfield, even in 
situations where there is only one 
obvious option. The other thing to 
be learnt from the Aussies is their 
movement upheld. No-one 
dribbles. It is short flat passing 
and the moment they are 10 yards 
near the D they use a burst of 


RULES ARE MEANT TO BE BROKEN! 


1 



















speed and dnbble to sret inside and 
strike The Indians however, 
content to rely totally on their 
stick work, try runs from midfield 
itself, and Ja^bir for example, 
attempts to dnbble all the way to 
the box and then is incapable of 
that final burst and usually loses 
the ball just inside the striking 
circle 

The Aussies also have the finest 
player in the world, and player of 
the tournament, Warren 
Birmingham who is the pivot, 
aroimd whom the entire game 
functions In contrast Vivek 
Singh who IS no mean player, 
perhaps lacks a little self 
confidence because he is unable to 
be authoritative on the field He is 
also not used on occasions which 
18 ridiculous In the Holland 
match, the defence sent the entire 
game trymg to pierce through the 
Dutch Ime to get the ball to their 
forwards which is tantamount to 
suicide Vivek Singh hovering in 
space was ignored and India made 
a neghgible amount of intelligent 
attacks 


RUNNERS UP: HOLLAND 


H olland require no fancy 
footwork or clever skills to 
get goals It’s as if their 
forward line has been instructed 
not to score field goals, but mainly 
to set up at least five penalty 
comers through the match Then 
Mr Fiona Jan Bouvelander, 
flounshing the stick hke a big 
game hunter srifle does the rest 
This situation has a remarkable 
similanty to their team in the 70’s 
when such matters were taken 
care of by a gentleman named 
Paul Litjens 

The Dutch of courre, are a 
umque team, seemingly low 
profile as hockey players, yet very 
effective m their strategy They 
are content to defend with captain 
Marc Dehssen making the play 
suddenly bursting into attack 
either through the tall stnding 
Enc Parlviet or the comedian 
artiste Van Ten Het Ifhockeyisa 
gameof penods then Holland are 
masters of it They fimsh off all 
their opposition in ten or 
twenty-minute bursts, when th^ 
score two goals which are enough 


to defend Down one love against 
Germany they scored two goals in 
five minutes Down one love 
against India they scored two 
goals m five minutes since they 
have Mr Bouvelander a penalty 
comer is sufficient for them 
Against Australia’s proficient 
defence they had problems and 
with Aussie keeper Dreher 
making soccer saves m the last 
ten minutes first Dreher came out 
m a sliding tackle, and then when 
going the wrong way, corrected 
himself in imd air and palmed a 
scoop out in heroic fashion 

I T has been a funny day this 
15th of June The rain and sun 
fill ted with each othei so Holland 
came from a goal down against 
West Gei many to win 2-1 Then 
the clouds like shrouds of death 
formed an outsize ovei head 
canopy, so Great Bi itain knocked 
in a starting goal for good 
measure but as the lights came 
on Australia saw two good 
chances took them and the game 
Then came the cold and small 
slivers of ineffectual sunlight and 
the Pakistanis had moi e fans and 
flags and India lost by a goal 
which was in the end enough to 
end our papei in the 
championship hopes or even a 
second or may he third placing 
‘Hockey said Pakistan coach 
Islahuddin very sagely is a game 
of averages One day you are very 
good and the other day below 
average he was referring to 
Pakistan’s just passe showing 
against Holland and Austi alia 
and then their stunning 
performance against India His 
view coincidentally holds good for 
India too After two magical 
games against Australia and West 
Germany India found the balance 


Perhaps some stateness prevalent 
in the Indian side comes from the 
long camps which makes 
motivation difficult. Whether the 
hockey officials will realise that 
tong camps take away the edge 
from a player's game Is another 
matter. 


shifting the other way 
Considering the hype but also 
tangible emotions that suriound a 
sub continent showdown, India s 
eventual tryst with ‘averages 
could not have come at a worse 
time or in a worse match 

Diamed surely aftei their 
marathon struggle against the 
true blue Aussies, the Indians 
could not summon up enough 
reserves to block and then counter 
the Pakistanis whuilash attack 

It was almost as if the mind was 
leluctant to give the command to 
the legs, to the hands Reflexes 
wei e dulled with effoi t balls 
escaped sticks passes never 
reached 

The forward line like an old 









Action from th» Britain- 
Nethcrland* match 



lady in the dark trying to thread a 
needle, could see no space to go 
through or find each other. Idris 
Atif went for Sanjeev Kumar, then 
Vivek Singh for Kulajeet Meetai. 
But with the Pakistanis in 
ruthless, marauding form 
nothing made a difference. Their 
forward line found that every skill 
they had learnt all through their 
lives had been fitted into their 
sticks this day. With India in 
search of an equaliser, after 
Ibrahim had scooped the ball in 
^ after a penalty corner melee, 
Pakistan found huge gaps to 
manouevre in. Had Pakistan lost 
they would have hung Wasim 
Feroze for the chances he missed, 
but his magicians sleight of hand 


and a deers turn of speed 
nevertheless make him am 
astonishing visual. 

For India it was individually a 
quiet day, except for the stranger 
in armour in goal who continues 
to draw sharp breaths of air from 
spectators which are known as 
exclamations. In five minutes he 
made three consecutive saves of 
courage and class, and this Mr 
Subbiah, as pronounced by the 
field announcer, is one helluva 
keeper. 

Holland ended West Germany’s 
hopes of retaining the trophy in 
two brief minutes, when they 
scored twice, erasing the Germans 
one goal lead. Tlie Germans 
without Stefan Bloecher, out with 



Murray's otiios Of how 
Australian hockey should bo also 
includes another ingredient, 
arrogance. A factor which is 
controversiai and has 
characterised the Aussie manner 
of piaying through the last 
decade. “When the Aussies get on 
the field they must believe that it 
is their fiod-given right to win the 
match.’’ 


a broken nose (he has a penchant 
for getting hurt badly, remember 
Seoul) are a team devoid of thrust . 
and inspiration. They are also like 
the Asians finding it difficult to 
convert chances into goals. Too 
late this time. 

The Aussies, unbeaten like 
Holland, played scrappily versus 
England, conceded a goal, but 
then scored twice, but everyone 
looked bored everywhere if they 
had found their ‘average’ agadnst 
India by mistake, they would have 
been creamed. For that was a 
match when the Indians were hot. 


THE INDIAN 
PERFORMANCE 




A nyone who says that the 
Indian performance at West 
Berlin was ‘disastrious’ or 
‘disgusting’ is talking through 
his hat. It’s very easy to sit back 
home, watch a couple of matches 
on television and then ridicule the 
performance of the team. Indiadid 
not have as a bad a tournament as 
the result suggrats, 'period 
hockey’ was their downfall. After 
solid secure play through a game. 


Holland require no fancy 
footwork or clever skills to get 
goals it’s almost as if their 
forward line had been insh'ucted 
not to score field goals. But 
mainly to set up five penalty 
comers through the match. Then 
Mr Florls Jan Bouveiander does 
the rest 






HOCKEY NEEDS THE ASIAN TEAMS 


T his ib not some¬ 
thing’ the Euro¬ 
peans may agree with 
So perhaps, although m- 
du^ntats vital that we 
transgress a little at this 
pomt 

At the Seoul Olympics 
in 1988, India met 
Argentina in a ^nse 
match which we won in 
the tie-breaker The 
match turned out to be a 
rather dismal and 
perhaps even homfymg 
farce with the referee 
making some seemingly 
Insane decisions which 
reeked of the most put¬ 
rid sort of bias, fkiw I 
could be accused of slan¬ 
der for this, but the 
^esiion that arose from 
Uue ma^Vaa why the 
bias? Ine answer that 
smergedhad mors th^n 
a hint Of paranoia in it, 
perhaps akioii ^miat- 


Chamidons Trophy and 
other major tourna¬ 
ments Smoe we are not 
m the business of tablcid 
Joumalism we will 1st 
this particular mattcor 
rest. But, the inference 
we can draw from 
using die performanoe 
oi the two Aslan taama 
in Berlin, ia tiiat woikl 
hocki^ would be bereft 
of much of itssparlde 
without Asia The 
orowda h^ are 
rather pathetic. 

ihere ia no question- | 
ing the fact that the four 
mat(th«s]nvetying 
teams, iMda vs West 
Oermany, Paldstan va 
AustraUs^ India vs 

atralia, and Xndta imi, 
Pakiatan^ been ^ , 

most xiveHli^ ftrft' 

fbw days oC ihs tKmpk’* 
msnt Barv^ the A 




mniBiiQiftQiv 


passes, all bustle and 
hustle The Asdans m 
oondeat, while lacking 
in some areas, introduce 
the necessary flair, 
flamboyance and inven- 
ttvenes and subtle 
phases of gmiuine stick 
wxrrk which is always 
bsmt our calling card. So 
when Asia meets 
Buippe, its like an im- 
I»rovhig jaas band tak¬ 
ing on a well rehearsed 
orchestra And if this 
ladiah team is given 
thne to mature 
and dnvelqp aa a unit, ha 
not iva/i our Musa thsj^ 

. w»’rb goiing to ba 



The iotat that 1 4UA 
Mhrying to mtdta in u 
9#hsr oopvolutsd man- 
hfSfiathathM^ntisda 
AAHuf-fbr th^ si'^pin 
baiwKm that we ft hi 













they become enveloped by 
lassitude and immaturity for ten 
minutes, time enough for the 
game to be lost They 
unfortunately peaked m their 
first two matches of the trophy 
and then started a slow slide 
which can be attributed to a 
variety of factors hke tiredness, 
messy with their basics and as 
coach M P Ganesh said after their 
Holland match, ‘too young and 
lacking in experience to put their 
tactics (here defensive) into proper 
use 

The Indian team also sometimes 
lose their focus most prominent 
in their match against Pakistan, 
where they were so high strung 


that local musicians could have 
played the national anthem on 
their nerves Much of this came 
from the hsrpe that surrounded 
this match with some officials 
saying useless and idiotic things 
like. This IS prestige match You 
have to win' These statements we 
must learn, must extend to every 
match every match is equally 
important 

Perhaps some of the staleness 
prevalent m the Indian side comes 
from the long camps which makes 
motivation difficult Whethci the 
hockey officials will realise that 
long camps take away the edge 
from a player’s game is anothei 
matter Unless they are given the 


right conditions the results will 
not be forthcoming 

The result was not temble 
because the Champions Trophy, 
which we have not cpialifled for 
two years, ensures that every 
match will be a difficult one, they 
are not soft matches m this ehte 
group 

The team is young, open to 
advice they are crossing that fine 
line into bemg highly tuned 
professional athletes Pargat 
Singh, who had an outstanding 
tournament, is solid m defence 
The midfielders need attitude, 
where they should not be 
intimidated by anyone, the 
forward line requires experience. 



and do not be surprised if Mervyn 
Fernandes pops up in the team for 
the Lahore World Chip Ganesh 
and Dr Paes are sobdifymg the 
basics and attempting to make the 
team more inventive and flexible 
There is much hope, for the team 
IS talented 


I Pak Miss Shabaz 


P AKISTAN, also crammed 
with raw tough, hewn play¬ 
ers, still manages through 
innate genius, to retain a cultured 
look about their play Their game 
against practice, left the forward 
line seemingly impot&nt, but 
small Wasim Feroze, mixing 
blistering runs with humiliating 
feints is a wonderhil mischief 
niakei on the left side, and as the 
cliche goes now his team’s driv¬ 
ing force Barring captain Qazi 
Mohib in the back line, the rest 
have a tendency for physicality 
and awkward tack les, which 
brings forth both green cards and 
I'cnalty corners with surprising 
alacrity But Pakistan like India, 
have opened their small kitchen 
cUfiboards and reached out for 
t lUhe subtle spices and unknown 
sub Continental ingredients 
which make their matches a 
geuniely tasty feast 


MOHAMMED SHAHIP OH IN¬ 
DIA'S PERFO|lMANCii 
''QANESH SHOULD Qm*l 
ON PAGE58 
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The Sports Authority of India has made an instant discovery 


D o you know how 
the Sports 
Authority of India 
IS going about 
tryui^ to get India’s 
version of Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar^ Very simple 
They wandered about 
the country and spotted 
a 7'4” lad in Calcutta’s 
Salt Lake and promptly 
pounced on him Before 
the lad could recover 
fix>m the shook, he was 
taken to Delhi, and he 
has already started 
special training in 
basketball 
The lad, Jitender 
Smgh, IS nineteen years 
old and has never played 
a game before in his life, 
let alone basketball But 
that’s no matter, isn’t it^ 
After all, he has the 
height 

The only drawback is 
that he has no sports 
shoes for his feet His 
feet needs size 16 shoes 
and they are not 
available in India No 
problem TheSAI 
officials have send a 
telex to M P Ganesh, the 
coach of the Indian 
hockey team who was in 
Berlin durmg the 
Champions Trophy and 
asked him to place a 
special order for Size 16 
with Puma Shoe 
Company Now, wasn't 
that fast work on their 
parti But can the poor 
lad play basketball'^ No 
one knows for sure 
India has had two over 
7 foot basketballers One 
was Sunil Panda and the 
other was Shnvastava 
But both were mediocre 

Jitender Singh at 17, 
has already reached T'd" 



athletes But 
the SAI officials are not 
fazed by this Theyfisel 
Jitender Singh has it 
in him to make it big m 
the game 

And as regardmg his 
background' He comes 
from a middle class 
background His father 
came to Calcutta to 
work Surprisingly 
Jitender is the only tall 
child in the family “My 
other two brothers” he 
says, "are of average 
height When I was 
growing rafndly a 
couple of years ago, my 



He needs Size 16 shoes. 

Inoidently, Curtley 
Ambrose wears size 18 
shoes 

parents thought I was 
abnormal and gave me 
medicine daily so tht my 
growth would get 
stunted I had pills 
worth Rs 40 every day 
Otherwise, who knows, I 
might be even taller” 
Best of luck Jitender 
Singh and we hope you 
will be able to put the 
ball through the basket 
with one eye closed 

Ptioiin)f«|»ii» BtmtiKiimtf a- 




















FITNESS! 


O NCFj in a while it's 
worth everyone's 
while to take a 
break from work¬ 
ing out and check out 
what we're feeding our 
bodies. It's like a high- 
tech racing car. All the 
innovations and adjust¬ 
ments wouldn't mean a 
thing if you weren't fill¬ 
ing the tank with high- 
quality octane. Similar¬ 
ly, for our bodies to 
function to their full 
potential, we’ve got to 


What are you eating? 


eat the right things. 

And what, pray, are 
the right things? The 
right things are a ba¬ 
lanced diet that every 
person has to work out 
for themselves. Depend¬ 
ing on the type of body 
you have, and depend¬ 
ing on the type of body 
you want to have, you 

have to alter and adjust 
your daily intake of food 
till you reach the correct 
equation. 


Some of the things 
juggled around with 
when we try to chalk out 
a correct diet are pro¬ 
teins, carbohydrates, 
vitamins, minerals...and 
fats. Water also plays a 
very important role in 
the development of 
bodies. Now let’s tackle 
each one individually. 

Proteins: This is the 
topmost item for anyone 
interested in his/her 
body. Not only does it 
give the body energy, it 



I also acts as a protective 
I and repairing agent for 
the muscles. Besides it's 
the only type of food that 
supplies nitrogen, an 
item that is excreted by 
the human body in fton- 
siderable quantities ev¬ 
ery day. 

How much protein is 
required per day again 
depends on his/her body 
type and size. If you’re of 
above-average health 
and do a strenuous 
workout, the basic equa¬ 
tion you can follow is 
one-thirtieth of an ounce 
of protein to every two 
pounds of body weight. 
We know that’s quite 
ambiguous, but look at 
it this way; even if you 
drink a pint of milk, eat 
a good portion of meat, 
fish or poultry and top it 
up with two lightly 
cooked eggs. You’re still 
falling short of your re¬ 
quirement. Of course, 
we’re taking a well-built 
person—doing a hard 
workout regularly—as 
•the example. Now, de¬ 
pending on what condi¬ 
tion you’re in. and what 
sort of workout you do, 
you can decide how 
much protein you need. 

And what are the food 
items that abound in 
protein? Milk, meat, 
fish, eggs and cheese are 
top-notch protein sup¬ 
pliers. In fact, the pro¬ 
tein you get from them 
are termed ‘first class’ 
since they act best on the 
muscles. The ‘second 
class’ category includes 
vegetables, pulses, spi¬ 
nach. carrots, cabbage 
and peanuts. Yet 
another good protein 
source is so,ya' Hour, a 





product from the much 
publicised soya bean. 

Since strenuous exer¬ 
cise burns up all the pro¬ 
tein in the body, you've 
got to keep replenishing 
the body’s reserves. But 
you’ve got to find out 
how much your body 
needs. Remember, too 
much can be de¬ 
trimental. 

Carbohydrates: This 
type of food gives you 
energy. Normally con¬ 
verted into some form of 
starch or sugar by the 
body's digestive forces, 
carbohydrates are 
stored in the liver, mus- 
' cles and blood for con¬ 
version into energy. 
And the moment you 
start using the proteins 
to build muscle, the car¬ 
bohydrates give you the 
energy to keep going. 
And the best time to re¬ 
plenish your carbohy¬ 
drate reserve is after a 
hard workout, when 
your reserves have been 
drained somewhat. A 
small carbohydrate in¬ 
take after working out 
will help since you’re 
just drained of energy 
and the sugar-content of 
blood is low 
As for the type of food 
that gives us carbohy¬ 
drates, cereals, cereal 
products reserve bread 
and potatoes provide the 
starch while honey, ripe 
fruits and glucose stock 
up the sugar. In fact, 
when we recommended 
the small carbohydrate 
intake ofler a strenuous 
workout, we were 
actually asking for glu¬ 
cose, since it by-passes 
the chemical breakdown 
in the stomach and con¬ 
verts quickly into 
energy. 

Fats: We know you’re 
frowning, because ail 
the while we’re telling 
you to avoid fats like the 
plague; and here we are, 
listing it down as one of 


The Vitamin Chart 


A: CsMnthM lo hatUth and grpMlT;. is found fn> 
ItVM^ tsAV flrsM . VefiekdMes.. yeww like 

owroht, butter, enrfehdd margarirte, cheese, milk, egd<ydk 
and fruits, tew of it leads to roughening df sMoj night 
blindness, and towered resistance to respiratory cHseases. 

Vitemln B: Or the group tmovm as 61 to B12; occurs in all 
the cereals, lean meat, yeast, beahs, cheese and some 
vegetables. Lack of it leads to inflamatlon of . nerves, 
naurKis, fatigue, indigestion and constipation. 

Vitamin C: Commonly called the fresh truh vilamin;.oceurs 
in the citrus fniits, tomatoes, and other vegetabiea and 
fruits. Lack of it causes rough skin, Spongy gums, a 
tendency to bruise easily, anaemia and mental de¬ 
pression. 

Vitamin 0: Labelled as the sunshine vitamin in that it is 
created in the body by exposure to the sun. Occurs in 
eggs, milk, cream and irradiated margarme. Also in fish 
oils, especially halibut and salmon. Lam of It leads to poor 
teeth and bones end serious malfunction of the skeleton tn 
young people. 

Vitamin E: The fertility vitamin. While the effect of this on 
human Is yet to be established, a lack of It causes infarWily 
in animals. Found mainly in wheat germ. 


the items to figure in 
your daily diet! But 
we’re looking at fats in a 
different light here. The 
body needs a little fat to 
act as heating fuels and 
stand by as the reserve 
energy supply. In fact, 
when the body starts 
dipping into its fat re¬ 
serves, you’re doing 
good. That’s what we 
mean when we talk ab¬ 
out burning fat. But ev¬ 
ery person needs a little 
fat to act as cushioning 
to the energy output. If 
you're really overex¬ 
erting and run out of 
protein and carbohy¬ 
drate fuel, then without 
fats you'd just grind to a 
halt. 

Vjtajnins- These have 
been broken up into 
many groups (which are 
explained in detail in the 
box) with each one hav¬ 
ing particular purpose. 
Basically a Ule-giving 
substance, we are main¬ 
ly interested in Vitamins 
A to E 

Vitamins are available 
to the body from maa.v 
types of food, but with 
today’s various methods 
of preparing food, most 
vitamins are extiacted 
from the food before it 
reaches your plate. 
Therefore, you might 
find it worth your while 
to supplement your diet 
with vitamin capsules. 

Minerals: While most 
food items have some 
minerals tucked into 
them, the two main 
minerals required by an 
healthy and exercising 
body—iron and cal¬ 
cium—somehow always 
are in short supply. The 
rest—iodine, magne¬ 
sium, sodium, potas¬ 
sium, phosporous, sul¬ 
phur, chlorine, copper, 
manganese, cobalt and 
zinc—find their way into 
your body somehow but 
you've got to try and get 
a little extra of iron and 


(Tabi* eouitaty Modam BodybuiWi*^) 

calcium. And the best 
way to do that is with 
brown bread and milk 
Water and roug-hajce: 

It might surprise you, 
but two-thirds of our 
body weight is water. It’s 
everywhere, in between 
cells, in the cells, in the 
muscles and even in the 
tissues. Matter of fact, 
most of these highly- 
touted crash diets wring 
your body dry of water 
to show you a loss on the 
weighing scales. The 
moaient you drink lots 
of water, the cells will 
sock it up and you’ll be 
back to your normal 
weight in no time 

On the other hand, 
water helps the body to 
get all the vital ingre¬ 
dients around. Not only 
does it prevent many ail¬ 
ments, regular intale of 
about three quarts of 
water every day can 
actually contribute to 
your body’s glowing 
health by helping to 
cleanse out the waste 
products inside. 

Roughage is basically 
fibrous matter which 


gets the intestines and 
the digestive tract 
cleaned out. A normal 
diet should contain 
enough roughage but if 
you feel you’re not get¬ 
ting enough, try some 
bran or cereal. That'll 
help. 

Once you’ve under¬ 
stood the different types 
of food, you will find it 
easier to choose your 
diet. But don’t go and 
spoil it all by overcook¬ 
ing the food Try to eat 
your food as natural as 
possible; that's make 
sure you get the max¬ 
imum benefit from it. 
And, a last tip. eat slow¬ 
ly and chew your food. 
Don’t just shovel all 
your food into your 
mouth and gulp it down. 
You’re making it 
tougher on your sto¬ 
mach. 

Like we told you ear¬ 
lier, your body is like a 
Formula One car. Give it 
high-quality octane and 
it’ll purr down the track. 
Give it adulterated 
kerpsene and watch it 
splutter to a stop. 






PERSONALITY 


PRASHANT 

SINGH: 


On 
Road to 
Stardom 


Heir to an illustrious hockey 
heritage, Prashant Singh is one of 
India’s most promising 
centre-halves. Novy Kapadia 
profiles the rising star 


H e represented 
India, before he 
played for his 
state, Uttar 
Pradesh. The hockey 
pedigree of his family is 
illustrious. His elder 
brother plays for India. 
His father played for UP 
and was called for India 
trials, some three 
decades ago. Who is he? 
The answer is 16 
year-old Prashant 
Singh, a centre half of 
the highest pedigree 
from the Sports Hostel 
Lucknow 
Prashant Singh’s 
story is typical of the old 
adage, truth is stranger 
I than fiction. He was 
, chosen to represent the 
j second string Indian 
; team, for the Pour 
nations tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain. 
Prashant Singh has yet 
to play for even the UP 
junior team. He has only 
I played twice for the UP 
34 . 


IticHa, before he 


plate. The 
:hookey ' 
pedigree of oiiV 
familyip 
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sub-junior team. 

India's second string 
coach M.K. Kaushik 
raves about Prashant 
Singh. The ex-OIympian 
says, "his deceptive 
hand movements, subtle 
passing, stickwork and 
trapping show that he is 
a player of the highest 
potential. "Kaushik 
laments that he could 
not let Prashant Singh 


make his international 
debut at Barcelona. “I 
wanted to play him, for 
at least one half, but 
each match was so tense 
and important that 1 
opted for the 
experienced Sukhjit 
Singh, a member of the 
Indian junior team for 
the Asian zone. World 
Cup qualifying 
tournament at Delhi last 






India’s second string sidr Standing extreme right is Prashant Singh 


I year, 

( However, Kaushik is 
, certain that Prashant 
Singh will go far. He 
thinks that he will be 
even a better centre half 
than his brother.the 
phlegmatic Vivek 
Singh, currently 
playing for India in that 
pxMition. Their father 
Gauri Shanker Singh 
was also a renowned 
centre half in his days. 
He was called for India 
trials and played for 
g U.P. state for several 
^ years. Since his 
childhood, Prashant 
Singh has been coached 
by his father, a biology 
teacher at Udai Pratap 
College, Varanasi. “Ever 
since I remember, I have 
been playing hookey. 

My father gave me a 
stick when I was a 
toddler.” 

Since 1984, Prashant 
^ingh has been studying 
^t the Sports CoUege 
Lucknow. He is diligent 


in his practice. He trains 
on his own for about 
ninety minutes daily. 
Prashant candidly 
admits that he has a lot 
to learn. “I have to 
improve my tackling 
and interception, learn 
how to use the scooped 
pass and increase my 
speed and stamina. I 
hope to improve my 
physique also, as a poor 
physique is a drawback 

Prashant Singh was 
selected for the Four 
Nation tournament at 
Barcelona on sheer 
potential. However, 
when given a chance, he 
is determined to live up 
to his promise. He is a 
centre half, in the 
Ajitpal Singh mould, 
calm, cool and 
calculated, spraying 
subtle angular and 
through passes to his 
forwards. His 
movements are a Joy to 
behold. His idol is his 


. r-'' 





brother Vivek Singh. 
The way Prashant is 
developing, in the 
1B90S, there could arise 
a piquant situation of 
two brothers contesting 
for the vital centre half 
position in the Indian 
team. 

Prashant Singh wants 
to continue his studies. 
He is a B.A., 1st Year 
student. He has already 
offers from IFPCO and 
State Bank of India. 
However, he only wants 
a stipend to cover 
expenses as he wants to 
become a graduate. 
Prashant may well join 
IFPCO, 1988 winners of 
the Beighton Cup and a 
nursery of Indian 
hockey at present. 
Remember, Atif Idris, 
Shakeel and Mohammed 
Arif have all emerged 
flromlFFCO.Nowit 
could be the turn of the 
talented and 
unassuming Prashant 
Singh. 



SAI Needs To Update 


Mrs Rae Szulawa (the 
'S'IS silent), who IS the 
only woman satellite 
coach of the Australian 
Institute of Sports (AIS), 
has come to India d the 
behest of the Sports 
Authority of India under 
the Cultural Exchange 
Ptogiamme to impart 
training to the NSTC 
children in Rai and 
Delhi fora period of two 
months 

It was by sheer chance 
that she took up 
swimming and though 
she participated at the 
national level, her 
contribution wasn t 
much But her favourite 
event was the 100 
breast-stroke Since 
swimming or coaching 
wasn’t lucrative nor 
enjoyable in the Sixties 
she opted for nursing 
She was just like one of 
those normal teenagers 
-boyfriends, fastfood 
and late night parties 
Marriage (to a Pole) and 
two daughters got her 
back to swimming and 
coaching 

Mrs Szulawa is a busy 
coach wot king with 
several thousand 
children in the age 
group of 3 to 11 years 
and also trained the 
Australian Police team 
which had won medals 
at the World Police 
Games Besides being 
the advisor to the 
Education Department 
of South Australia, she 
works for twelve hours a 
day for seven days a 
week 

She spoke to 
Sportworld 

You bavo vary Impraasiva 
coaching degraas wa gathar 
Could you naina some ol 
thorn? 

Like all Aussies, I am 



in love with sport It is a 
way of life for me 
Without sport there 
would be a void in my 
life Ever since I lelt 
school, I have been 
doing degrees in sports 
I have degrees m Sports 
Medicine, Sports 
Iitjunes, Sports 
Massage, Sports 
Psychology, 
Biomechancics, 
Hydronamics and 
Sports Nutrition With 
so many degrees, I feel I 
can coach 

comprehensively Even 
at Delhi and Rai, I talk to 
the trainees on 


Has Szulawa with the 
NSTC campers 

psychological 
preparation, nutrition 
and muscle structure 
What Is your training 
schedule In India? 

I make the trainees do 
a four and half hour 
workout daily which 
includes 11 water 
sessions, three 
gymansium sessions, 
one aerobic session and 
a run I mostly work 
with SAI’s NSTC 
children and some 
teenaged trainees in 
Delhi I will be in 


Top level sports 
programmes are 
not charity 
programmes. They 
are very 

demanding. The 
biggest drawback 
in India, is that 
there is no 
accountability in 
the sports schemes 
also. The 
identification 
process, which the 
SAI is doing, is 
insufficient. 




lection Criteria 



Bangalore for the 
sub junior Nationals to 
spot talent and hold a 
coaches clinic Later in 
the first week of July, I 
will also conduct a 
coaches clinic in Delhi 
How do you rate the teenaged 
Indian swlmmort, you have 
been training? 

Very promising In 
Dehi, I put a group of 14 
to 17-year-old kids 
through a battery of 
tests Their results were 
very satisfactory 
Comparatively, most 
14-year-olds are as good 
as 13-year-old Aussies 
while the l7-year-old 


Indians are as good as 
IS-year old Aussies But 
honestly speaking in 
the below 12 years age 
level standards and 
potential are nearly the 
same 

Then why does India not 
produce teenaged swimming 
champions? 

lAfterapause 
thoughtfully) For the 
Indians sport is an 
interruption in life The 
milieu is such that there 
is excessive pressure for 
Indian students to 
acheive scholastic 
excellence In 
swimming there is no 


I took survey of 
teenaged kids {at 
Rai) and asked 
them what they 
wanted to be in 
life. The replies 
were surprising 
but indicative 
Most of them said 
their career 
choice was either 
engineering or 
NDA. Or hotel 
management. 
This IS a sports 
school, with 
excellent 
facilities, yet 
somehow none of 
the kids were 
motivated to 
become Asian or 
world champions 


incentive to achieve 
lesults Being a 
swimming champion 
does not secure linancial 
recognition In 
Austialia our Olympic 
gold medalists like 
Duncan Armstiong is 
treated like God They 
get offers for thebfst 
jobs and endoi seinerits 
In India your 
swimming stars like 
Khazan Singh and Bula 
Chowdhuiyare 
comparative 
non entities They have 
limited status in society 
Facilities in swimming 
are also limited here 
There are very few 
all year swimming 
pools Full time training 
IS just not possible 
However, basically the 
deep motivation to be a 


world chamption and 
excel for India does not 
exist 

When I was at the 
Motilal Nehi u School of 
Spoits Rai 1 took a 
sui vey of teenaged kids 
and asked them what 
they wanted to be in life 
The 1 cplies were 
surpi ising but 
indicative Most of them 
said then caieei choice 
was either engiiieei mg 
or NDA Oi hotel 
management This is a 
spoitssfhool with 
excellent facilities yet 
somehow noncot the 
kids were motivated to 
bt come Asian or woi Id 
champions Theieis 
something wiong with 
spot ts management in 
India Ah o I suppose it 
IS a m,itlei of pi loi ities 

1 he Indian population 
just does not live for 
spoil likewcAussies 
do I’oi us life me tns 
family spoitand 
employment In India 
spoi t n low in the eirder 
of pi loi itics family 
education employment 
iiid sevei il othei factors 
come in the way You 
h ive to h ive a scx-ial 
change towards spoi t 
moi e Bcx^ial ac ceptance 
foi spoi t as a c^r eer 
then only btrnd.ii ds will 
improve 

What about the NSTC scheme 
olSAI? Will It produce 
results? 

It IS just t ho ti p of an 
lexjbe'rg The systems 
should constantly be 
evaluated and 
re evaluated T he 
system n ust have 
accountability It is no 
point spending lakhs ol 
rupees on a teenaged 
swimmer who it is 
obvious will not reach 
world standards If a 


3T 







child Is once selected for 
the NSTC scheme, it is 
not imperative that he or 
she will be a champion 
swimmer Some may 
just fade away, for 
various reasons The 
systems should have the 
flexibility to eliminate 
those swimmers who do 
not show enough 
progress 

Top level sports 
programmes are not a 
charity prc^amme 
They are very 
demanding The biggest 
drawback in India, is 
that there is no 
scoountabihty m the 
sports schemes also 
Identification process. 


Vijayshree Shlbag fieft) 
withSeulawa 


which the SAI are doing 
18 insufficient The 
selection criteria of the 
SAI needs to be also 
updated It is not just 
timings which should be 
considered at the age of 
ten or below, also 
attitudes, potential, 
muscle structure and 
other variables should 
be examined Besides 
better identification 
process, there should be 
greater accountability 
each year m the S AI’s 
swimming 
programmes The 
message and motto 
should be clear, “shape 


up or ship out ” 

How do you rote tlie coacbof 
working witii you at Hal and 
Delhi? 

Most of them are very 
enthusiastic and ask a 
lot of questions, but 
their knowledge is 
behind the times They 
do not read enough or 
update their knowledge 
It 18 again the system 
which IS to blame Once 
they become coaches, 
after passing exams, 
they do not have to 
produce results In 
Australia, unless a 
coach produces 
champions, his or her 
market value and status 
declines I would say 


that Indian coaches are 
prepared to work hard, 
but the inputs are 
lacking They have 
negligible access to 
outside information and 
they are mostly 18 
months behind time 
The on-going education 
of Indian coaches is 
lacking Unless this IS 
done, swimming 
standards will also 
remain stagnant 
However, I have great 
hope in promising 
Vi\jayshree Shihag and 
Sun, both SAI coahces 
in Delhi They are 
talented and 
hardworking 

Your advice (or Indian 
swimmers to improve? 

It IB a question of 
attitude There IS no 
great incentive for 
Indian kids to become 
champions Down 
Under , it is the ultimate 
dream to wear the ‘green 
and gold’ blazer of the 
Australian swimming 
team in the Olympics or 
World championship 
Every door in life opens 
for you Mental 
toughness of Indian 
swimmers must 
improve This should be 
inculcated in them 

Your favourite intentional 
swimmers? 

Dawn Fraser, 
arguably the greatest 
woman swimmer ofaU 
time and Matt Biondi of 
the USA, the most 
talented swimmer I have 
seen 1 also liked John 
Sieben (Australia), 
Kristm Otto and 
Cornelia Ender (QDR) 
and my favourite now is 
the diminutive Janet 
EvansoftheUSA Ido 
not know where she gets 
the energy and strength 
to swim so well Her 
strokes are a coach’s 
mghtmare. but she has a 
feel for the water 
NowyNisadfai 





INTERVIEW 


MEET THE BEST 
DOUBLES TEAM IN THE 

W 


It*s not Flaoh and Seguso, but Rick l^ach and Jim Pugh. They are 
far ahead of the more famous Flach-Segfuso combination in the 
Grand Prix point standings. Paul Fein spoke to them on behalf of 

Sportsworld 


They're the best doubles team m the 
world They’ve won two straight 
Australian Opens and theNabixo 
Masters and reached the US Open final 
They are officially ranked higher than 
Flach-Seguim 

They’re refreshingly good natured 
Southern Californians in a spot t whose 
reputation toooftai has been tarnished 
by boorish American stars 
Yet Rick Leach, 84. and Jim Pugh. 85. 
are virtually unknown, except among 
hard-core tenms fans 
In this reveahnginterv wvr, they talk 



about their exciting, meteoric rise, their 
efforts to promote doubles and their pro 
tenms dreams 

SPORTSWORLD Rick, you’ve rofflorked, “I 
have many diaams.” What are they? 

RICK LEACH Our biggest dream is to 
play Davis Cup It’s something that goes 
back to when we were little kids We used 
to go to Davis Cup matches in I.<aCo8ta, 
Newport Beach in 77 PalmSprmgsin 
the early’SOs 1 was a practice partner 
(for the U S team) in ’86 in Mexico So 
I’ve been to a few matches 








What do you think you’ll have to do to dislodge 
Kon Flash and Robert Seguso who are unbeaten 
in Davis Cup play and who usually win a Grand 
Slam tournament annually? 

JIM PUGH II we keep winning as 
many tournaments at> anyone else and 
more and we re ranked no 1 as a team, I 
don’t see how they can hold us off for too 
long 

RL Tom Gorman (the U S Davis Cup 
captain) has told us if we keep playing 
well at the big tournaments and they lose 
a match or something, they we’Ii have a 
good chance (But) if they remain 
unbeaten in Davis Cup play, it’s tough to 
take them out 

Is winning a gold medal at the 1992 Olympic 
Games also your goal? 

RL That’s definitely a goal We would 
have loved to play in last year’s 
Olympics, but they only sent one doubles 
team from the U S We have a good 
chance to make the team in three years 

JP To play in the Olympics, the rules 
require that you are on your country’s 
Davis Cup team We’re not So it’s all or 
nothing 

Why are you such an outstanding team? 

RIi The must important reason is that 
i we get along well off the court and on it 
as well If you don’t really commumcate 
as a team, you can’t be a good doubles 
team You have to be able to help your 
partner out when he is not playing well 
It’s impossible to play singles out on the 
doubles court You ve really got to be a 
team 

What else makes you so hard to beat? 

JP We’re both pretty tall Fm 6' 5" and 
Rick IS 6' 2 Va" so we cover the net very 
well, and that’s vital in doubles 
Sometimes we’ll return (serve) and come 
into the net So it’s like we're trying to 
take control of the net We both like to hit 
a lot of angles and not just play power 
tennis We try to mix it up 
Will you be the first team since Frank 
Sodgman and Ken McGregor in 1951 to win a 
men’s doubles Grand Slam? 

RL Yeah, we defuutely have the ability 
to do it We’ve beaten all the top teams 
It’s just a matter of putting it all 
together 

Rick, you’ve confldontly said: “I think we can 
boat anybody. ” Who will be your toughest 
opponents in your bid for a Grand Siam? 

RL Flach and Seguso will be a tough 
match for us, but we beat them three 
times last year Casals-Sanchez, they 
won the US Open, Jarryd-Fit^erald, 
Annacone-Van Rensburg. and if Hlasek 
plays with McEnroe, that will be a very 
good team At least 8 or 10 teams can win 




Grand Slam tournaments 

Do you feel your chances are much better 
because some top players like Edberg, Becker 
and Lendl don’t play doubles at Grand Slam 
events? 

R L It definitely weakens the Held a 
bit But we’ve beaten Lendl twice in 
doubles It gives us a better chance, 
there’s no doubt about it It’s just so 
tough for them to play two events when 
they have to play 3 out of 5 set matches 

Along those same lines, do you think there are 
fewer topnotch doubles teams than in previous 
eras when doubles was emphasized more? 

JP It seems hke before, the 
Australians, when they dominated the 
game, really loved to play doubles They 
were big serve and volleyers m singles, 
and doubles was just kind of an 
extension of the serve and volley Now 
that Australia is not such a dominant 
factor, 1 think that’s why there are not so 
many great doubles teams 

Regarding the declining status of doubles, 
Hach pointed out that “The prize money in 
singles escalates but in doubles nothing 
happens.” What’s the solution? 

^ RL There should be more money in the 
doubles it's more entertaining for the TV 
spectators if they know the doubles teams are 
competing for $100,0(X), like they would in 
singles The singies-doubles pnze money 
ratio IS about 72'26 now I think it should be 
about 65-35 

What about the minimal modia coverage of 
doubles? 

RL Many times the only doubles result 
you’ll see is the final, and sometimes it’s 
not even a par^raph, just an (agate 
type) result It never tells how the match 
really went And a lot of times the 
spectators will enjoy the doubles match 
more, but that will never be written 
about After the singles 18 over, the press 
goes and writes the article and doesn’t 
even watch the doubles Sotothe 

Hach and Seguso 






spectators it dottnt seem that valuable 
or important either. 

Rick, totfay'i rich ami iamous iaimia stars get 
disgrantiait ior various reasons but you love 
tennis and have never soflered burnout. What 
accounts for your terrific attitude? 

RL; A lot of it has to do with the way I 
was brought up. My Dad was my coach 
and still is. He never pressured me. He 
just encouraged me. Nowadays, if lever 
do get a little tired of playing, I just take 
a few days off and then I’m ready to go 
again I feel really fortunate to be able to 
make a living out of tennis. Whenever I 
lose a match and feel really down, I think 
of so many things I'd rather not be doing. 
Things that would be a lot tougher—like 
a9to5job. 

Does discrimination against doubies extend to 
match scheduting? 

RL; Prom our experiences, you're 
exactly right. Doubles is often played at 
the end of the day or real late at night. 
That’s one reason. I know, why Stefan 
Edberg hasn't played a lot of doubles in 
the Grand Slam tournaments. At the US 
Open one year, he had to play doubles 
really late and then the singles 
(semifinals) really early the next 
morning. The best way to change it is to 
have 4 or 5 separate, doubles only 
tournaments a year, like the Masters. If 
not, they should have doubles as feature 
matches (on some days) during the 
tournament. 

Are you disappointed that you stili are pretty 
unknown and unpublicized in the tennis and 
sports world? 

It kind of goes both ways. At times I’d 
like to be No. 1 and have people realize it. 
On the other side, you see real famous 
people and they’re just getting mobbed 
wherever they go. They can’t walk 
■anywhere without people wanting their 
autograph or touching them or 
whatever. And I sure don’t want that. 

RL: I think we’re going to get more 
exposure in the future if we continue to 
do as well as we’re doing. Doubles is 
getting more well-known worldwide. So 1 
think it’s starting to change. 

Is them anything aisa you want to tall tha 
tennis world? 

JP: Give doubles a chance. Watch it and 
see if you like it. Some people just assume 
they're not going to like it because it’s not 
something that’s planned, it’s not on TV 
and it’s not in the papers. To me, the 
terrific rapid-fire exchanges are 
something more fun and more frequent 
than you get in a singles match. I know 
the crowd really enjoys that. You can't 
get anything like that in singles. 


ASIw p —nelw: Tommy HIndey 4S 

















J OHNSON’S 
memory 
comes and 
goes. But he 
remembers 
every last detail 
of his track 
successes, even 
putting 
Armstrgng 
right on one 
occasion when 
he suggested 
Johnson beat 
Lewis in a race 
in 1985. “Third" 
Johnson says 
flatly. 


Toronto: A lovely 

summer’s day. An 
incongruously ordinary 
city building at 1235 
Bay Street. Inside, the 
room looks like a court. 
Raised on a small stage 
is an impressive looking 
oak chair. Below there 
are rows of desks and 
chairs. The former for 
the judge (in this case 
Ontario’s Associate 
Chief Justice Charles 
Dubin) and the latter for 
the stenographers 
working in relay below 
him. 

At the rear of the 
room, behind three 
overcrowded rows for 
the media, is a sound 
proofed canvas booth for 
the two television 
commentators. The 
television crews have 
been there for four 
hours. Waiting. For 
today is the day, June 
12,1989, when the 
corruption of sport is to 
be confirmed in this very 
room by the 
monosyllabic answers 
of a fallen hero who lied 
I to the world. 

I Soon there is not an 
S empty seat in the room. 


But this 18 not a court 
case, we are told It is an 
inquiry Not into the 
deeds of our fallen hero 
but into the use of 
performance enhancing 
drugs by athletes 
representing Canada 
There is no joy and all 
that IS on trial is the 
good name of sport So 
why this crowd, this 
tension, this expectancy, 
this importance*? This 
inquiry has been peeling 
away at this rotten 


intonations from 
Jamaica where he was 
born 

Standing before 
Johnson is Robert 
Armstrong the inquiry 
lawyer “This is not the 
Ben Johnson inquiry" 
he says very firmly 
Armstrong, 
bespectacled and 
resjiectable towards the 
most conspicuous victim 
of the pathetic creed of 
success at any price, 
encourages Johnson to 


The lawyer seems to be 
in no hurry The pace is 
leisurely, almost 
friendly Johnson for 
his part keeps to the 
rambling pace and the 
only stimulant to aid 
him this time is a glass 
of water spiked with 
nothing more jxitent 
than an ice cube 
For the first 45 
minutes drugs are not 
mentioned The 
conversation charters 
the loss of innocence of a 


when he joined the 
ironically named 
Scarborough Optimists 
club, which was 
followed by the 
temptations that can 
accompany talent 
Johnson's memory 
comes and goes But he 
remembers every last 
detail of his track 
successes, even putting 
Armstrong right on one 
occasion when he 
suggested Johnson beat 
Lewis in a nice in 1985 


onion since last October 
But today is D- Day 
Canada and the world 
want answers And the 
man who has them— Ben 
Johnson—is to appear 
before the inquiry 

E nters Ben Johnson 
wearing a dark suit, 
white shirt and a tie that 
looks suitably black He 
looks as if he is carved 
from wood He takes his 
place beside his lawyer 
EdFuterman Later he 
IS in the witness box, 
nervously biting his lip, 
but to the casual 
observer, the 
personification of a 
healthy, wealthy young 
riian in an expensive 
-'uit But his diction is 



A. “ 

\ i \. 


‘ Third ’ Johnson says 
flatly 

B ut when It comes 
to the 

introduction of 
^ drugs, Johnson becomes 
! vague At tunes he is all 
over the track. 


Ben Johnson, hand 
raised, sets a ‘world 
record’ in the men’s 
loom final and 
picks up a gold 
medal—^ut only 
temporarily 


provide an insight into 


poor His stutter obvious the mentality of men for 


and this makes his 
speech very jerky, and 
he uses many 


whom medals are more 
important than 
mortality 


Jamaican boy who 
discovei-ed the joy of 
running fast ‘on the 
grass with a bunch of 
friends ’ He was aged 14 


contiadiLtiiig not only 
the testimony of 
pievious witnesses but 
even, on occasion, his 
own previous sentences 


CONFESSIONS 


OF 


BEN JOHNSON! 
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ABMErmONO: CharUe Francis 
(Johnson’s coach) testified you 
went on a prosTUiunB of dlanabol? 

Johnson: He could be right. 

When was that? 

It could be ’82 or '83. 

Did you and Francis ever talk 
aboutdrugs? 

I don’t remember. 

Was dlanabol mentioned? 

Yes 

What did you know about them? 

They were blue pills which I 
began taking in 1081. 

Were you aware that they 
contained a banned aubstance? 

No 

Were the puis given to you in a 
manner that suggested that they 
were not vitamin taUeta? 

1 understood I had to stop 
taking them a certain time before 
competition. 

Did that not indicate to you that 
they were not allowed? 

It came to my mind, but I didn’t 
pay it much attentton 

You were at the 1983 Pan 
American Games when there was 
over other atUetes 
tests. Did you become 
n that the pills you were 


L ater, he 

is in the 
witness 
box, nervously 
biting his lip, 
but to the casual 
observer, the 
personification 
of a healthy, 
wealthy young 
man in an 
expensive suit. 
But his diction 
is poor. His 
stutter obvious 
and this makes 
his speech very 
jerky; and he 
uses many 
intonations 
from Jamaica 
where he was 
born 


taking were steroids and that you 
could be banned? 

Yes. 

And you had been taking these 
drugs from 1981? 

Yes. 

In 1982? 

Yes, while preparing for the 
Commonwealth Games. * 

In 1983? 

I was injured in ‘83. It would 
have been a waste of time. Maybe 1 
did. I don’t remember. ^ 

Did Francis ever explain to you 
what drugs could accomplish for 
yon? 

No. 

Did you not notice any side 
effsots? 

No. 

Francis and Angela Issajenko 
have testified that you suffered 
from tightened muscles because of 
the drug stanoaolol? Did you feel 
such effects? 

No. 

Through all this, Johnson sits 
straight backed keeping his eye 
firmly on Armstrong ignoring the 
television cameras transmitting 
every word live and his mother 
and sister sitting to one side. 







All arrogance was 
gone but not the stutter, 
the tnexphoable human 
tailing of a man never 
hesitant in responding 
to the crack of a starter's 
pistol Most questions 
demanded only a one 
word reply but onoemto 
las stride with an 
answerheraced 
hurriedly through his 
words 

The stenographers 
succeeded better than 
Carl Lewis hanging on 
to him but several times 
Armstrong had to ask 
him to repeat himself 
more slowly 

So you ware aware that 
thoro was drug tosting at tho 
1983Commonwaalth 
Games? 

Yes 

Did you know that the 
WInstrol that Charila Francis 
had given you might have 
bean something that the 
Games authorities would test 
I for? 

I Yes 

' In 1983 did you know that 
dianabol was a steroid? 

I Yes 

Were you aware that a 
I competitor would be banned 
' it these drugs were found in 
the urine? 

Yes 

Old you m the autumn of 
1983 take a human growth 
hormono? 

Probably, could be 

Whan was the Issue Of 
anabolic steroids first raisod 
I by Francis? 

In 1082 Earlier, 
Charlie took me to the 
surgery of Dr Kosh 
where there may have 
been some discussions 
about drugs 

What discussions? 

I Charlie did most of the 

talking, but I do not 
remember if they were 
talkmg about drugs 
But I do remember the 
word dianabol bemg 
used 



Did you toiow about tho Johnson gestures while take I would take them 

sida offacts of those drugs? answering lawyer He was my coach 

Nobody took the time Armstrong's questions Old ho toll you anything 

to tell me what side during the inquiry while giving you tboso? 

effects were They were Charlie said the whole 

all happy making their Yet you took them? world is using drugs 

money and stuff like IfCharhecametome The only way I was 

that So no and gave me tablets to going to be better was to 

__ _ _ - - 



S take them He was 
trying to tell me 
j something 

Andao the ideals of 
human endeavour that 
sport IS supposed to 
enshrine the uplifting 
challenge, it should 
offer the youth of the 
world, were betrayed by 
a picture of athletes as 
slaves to chenucal 
science 

The next day Johnson 
arrives m a black 
Chryslet mini van 
accompained by his 
sistei Dezreine his 
mother and lawyer Ed 
Futerman 


Old you rocolve any steroid 
inioctlons prior to ttio Rome 
Worid Championships? 

Yes, sir, in the end of 
June and early July 
After the steroids in June 
and Juiy did you take any 
steroids ioading up to Rome? 
No, Sir 


Johnson with team-mate 
Desal WUliains at Seoul 

And did you receive these 
iniections prior to the 1988 
Otympic Games at Seoul? 

Charlie gave mo on 
August 24 and Jamie on 
August 25 auid 28 But I 
did not take any 
substances on my own 
between that time and 
the 100m race at Seoul 

Astaphan has said that he 
sent you a honey and vinegar 
beverage on the day of the 
race September 24? 

Yes, but I did not 
drink it 

Did you take any other 
substance? 

They gave me some 
tablets (a direutic) to 
clear out the system en 
route to Seoul I noticed 
that I was going to the 
restroom six or seven 
timea a day, Jamie told 
me it's nbthing It’s just 
from the pills 

Why did you not tell the 
truth after testing positive in 


Seoul? 

Because I lied and 1 
was ashamed for my 
family, other Canadian 
athletes and the kids 
who looked up to me 1 
did not want to tell what 
the truth was 


This was the 
statement that said more 
than all the previous 
yeses The words were 
accompanied by tears 
He had betrayed the 
trust of the world and 
led a life that was a he 


You made several 
statements saying that you 
never knowingly took any 
drugs? Those statements 
were not true? 

No Sir 

What were your plans 
going to be after Seoul? 

I had planned to 
split from Charlie and 
Jamie 

You thought you were 


being used a bit? 

Yes 

Was the decision related to 
the use of banned 
substances? 

No, after the Olympic 
Games I was going to 
finish with everybody 


**Astaphan gave 
me a bottle of 
injectable 
steriods which I 
kept m a shelf in 
my home. Two or 
three days after 
my return Jwm 
the Olympics! 

smashed it 
against the wall 
just threw ii 
in the garbage*^ 
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Ttiera was a drift in your 
relalionship with Charlia and 
youwenttoSt. Kitts, the 
home of Dr. Astaphan for rest 
and therapy. 

Yes but all arguments 
jn the early summer of 
1988 ended in 


*"Noi)ody took the 
time to tel) me 
uohat side effects 
were. They were 
all happy making 
their money and 
stuff me 
that... After fJie 
Olympic Games / 
teas going to 
finish mth 
everybody^* 


reconciliation 

What did Dr Astaphan do 
with you at St Kitts 

He gave mt* a bottle of 
injectable steroids which 
I kept on a shelf in ray 
home 

What happened to it? 

Two or three days 
after my return from the 
Olympics I smashed it 
against the wall and just 
threw It in the garbage 

Do you want to compete 
again? 

If I get a chance to run 
again I could beat 
anybody in the world 

Are you now opposed to 
the use of banned 
substances? 

Yes 

Do you wish to compete in 
the 1992 Olympics 

Yes 

For my own countiy? 

For my country 
Canada 

Can you be the fastest man 
in the world? 

I know, Ican 


Johnsons 
representation of 
Canada alter his two 
year suspension ends in 
1990 depends heavily 
upon a favouiahle 
recommendation to the 
Canaaian Govei nment 
from Charles Dubtn, the 
Ontario judge piesiding 
over the inquit V 
Dubin s 

recommendation may 
well depend upon his 
determination ol who 
was moie responsible 
for Johnson s ac'tions 
over the years, the 
sprinter or those around 
him Accordingly, 
Johnson 's lawyer Ed 
Fu terman's strategy 
through out the hearing 
has been to portray the 
sprinter as a 
simple-minded athlete 
incapable of a deliberate 
effort to circumnavigate 
anti-doping rules. 


something of a trusting 
innocent, an athleteof 
limited education and 
possibly limited mental 
ability IcMkingon his 
coach and his doctor as 
father figures and 
taking all their advice 

Fuierman Whai would be 
your advice to young 
athletes? 

Johnson I want to tell 
them to be honest It 
happened to me I have 
been there I know what 
It is like to cheat I want 
kids not to take drugs I 
also want to tell their 
parents and families 

Do you blame anyone but 
yourself for taking 
anabolic steroids? 

No 


The coming days will 
not be edifying, but if 
they lead to action, sport 
can emerge cleansed and 
clinging to a vestige of 
self respect 




I NDIAN wresthiiff is 
at the crossi oads 
Besides the prt^nt 
set of established 
international 
grapple:s a now force 
has emerged who had 
excelled at an 
international 
championship held in 
Damascus recently And 
thus the Sf'lection is in a 
quandary The Indian 
squad for the 
forthcoming Asian 
Wrrestling 

championships at Tokyo 
from June 30 to July 2 
reflected this dilemma 
Special trials were 
held at Delhi's Indii a 
Gandhi Indoor Stadium, 
to select the 
twenty-member (10 in 
Freestyle and 10 in 
Greco Roman) squad for 
the championships The 
selectors opted for 
experience In local 

Ralesh 

Kumar has a bout with 
Ombir Singh in the 
48kg freestyle 


Selectors Opt For 
Experience 


wrestling circles, the 
feeling is that the more 
established grapplers 
will fare better than the 
new crop 

Yet, the omission of 
some of the grapplers 
who have performed 
well at Damascus is 
surprising It may be 
recalled that India had 
won the team 
championship in the 
fi eestyle event and 
finished second in the 
Greco-Roman category 
at Damascus And the 
Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) were elated 
by the youngsters' 
heroics They had been 
welcomed home as 
heroes The president of 
the WFI, Mr GS 
Mander, IPS had said, 
‘This IS the first time 
that India has bagged 
the team championship 
in an international meet 


outside the 

Commonwealth These 
grapplers will form the 
nucleus of the team for 
the future ” 

India's performance at 
Damascus was laudable 


The presideixt oi 
theWLMrGS 
Mander, IPS, had 
said. "This is the 
first time that 
India has bagged 
the team 
championship in 
an international 
meet outside the 
Commonwealth. 


will form the 
nucleus of the 
team for the 
future" 


In the freestyle event, 
eight countries 
participated, including 
the USSR, Bulgaria, 
Syria and Greece 
(nations with a rich 
legacy in wresthng) 

The Soviet coach Granit 
Taropin, att€iched to the 
Indian squad since 
1988, said the best 
Soviet grapplers were 
not sent to Damascus, 
but it was quite a 
seasoned squad 
In the freestyle events, 
India had bagged 
medals in all the 
categories, ending with 
a tally of three g^old, 
three silver and four 
bronze medals In the 
Greco-Roman category, 
India took the second 
slot, pixicuring seven 
med^s, which included 
one gold, four silver and 
two bronze medals 
Yet in the freestyle 






event for the Asian 
championships at 
Tokyo, only two 
gfrapplers from the 
Damascus squad have 
beenmcluded They are 
promising Jaivender 
Singh (UP) who won a 
gold medal in the 62 
kgs category and 
Ashok Kumar (Delhi) 
silver medallist in the 57 
kga category 

The real surprise 
omissions are Rambhi^ 
(Delhi) gold medallist m 
the 52 kgs category and 
the talented Swaran 
Singh (Punjab), silver 
medallist in the 62 kgs 
I category The Soviet 
coaches Granit Taropin 
and Vaseli Rudneski 
I rate lanky Rambhaj very 
I highly in both the 
freestyle and 
Oreco-Roman events He 
I has been the national 
champion m both styles 
Yet he has been 
overlooked In the 
freestyle event the 
experienced Jagdeep 
Singh (Punjab) was 
I preferred and in the 
Greco Roman category 
Ashok Kumar 
(Railways) has been 
chosen 

Swaran Singh 
narrowly missed 
I selection for the 1984 
and 1088 Olympics 
Now he has been omitted 
from the Asian meet 
squad Swaran Singh 
visibly dejected, 
complained that he was 
[ always overlooked for 
important international 
meets Randhir Singh of 
I Punjab was chosen 
instead of Swaran Smgh 
I m the 83 kgs freestyle 
' category 

There was also a close 
I contest for the 48 kgs 
berth Many felt Omvir 
I Singh, gold medallist at 
I Damascus, should have 
I been chosen but the 
selectors opted lor the 
experience of 


quicksilver Rajesh 
Kumar (Delhi) a SAP 
Games gold medallist 
There was no 
controversy as regards 
selection of thiee 
grappleisin the 
freestyle categoi y 
Satyawan (Railways) 68 
kgs, Sanjay Kumai 
(Delhi) 90 kgs and 
Subhash Vai ma (Delhi) 
100 kgs The Soviet 
coach also feels that all 
the three grapplers 
should do well He said 
‘ They have the speed 
agihty and technique 
essential for success in 
modern wrestling 
Subhash won a gold 
medad in the 1987 Asian 
championships at 
Bombay Then he 
contested in the 90 kgs 
category Sanjay 
Kumar, son of a local 
bus driver won the 
Bhsaat Kean title as a 
teenager medal and is a 
model prospect, as is 
the wily Satyawan 
In the Greece-Roman 
category, Malkhan 
Singh the burly Services 
grappler, gfold medallist 


The general 
consensus is that 
India con only 
hope for a couple 
of medals at the 
Tokyo Asian 
meet. However, 
the Soviet coach. 
Vaseli Rudnisky, 
feels that Indian 
giapplersare 
showing much 
impovement in 
the GrecO'Roman 
style ond could 
spring a few 
surprises at 
Tokyo 


at Damascus, has been 
incuded in the Asian 
squad The claims of his 
closest rival Ram 
Ashrey of Railways was 
rightly overlooked, as 
Malkhan Singh is faster 
and more aggressive 
Also selected are 
Maharashtra s Kaka 
Pawar (48 kgs) and 


The Soviet 
ooaoh training the 
wrestlers at the Indira 
Gandhi 
stadium 

Railways Suml Dutt (57 
kgs) Kaka Paivar won a 
silver medal at 
Damascus and so did 
Suml Dutt. a bronze 
mechd In the 90 kgs 
category, local 
wrestlmg experts, feel 
that Tanf Singh, a silver 
medallist at Damascus, 
should have been 
selected instead of 
Gurdev Singh (Delhi) 
Tanf Singh 18 
considered a technically 
more sound grappler 
than Gurdev Singh 
At the forthcoming 
Asian meet, India’s 
medal hopes are 
inevitably m the heavier 
weight categones Both 
the Soviet coaches feel 
that all the Indian 
grapplers. m the 90 kgs 
and above are capable of 
getting medals 
However, local coach Raj 
Smgh, warned, "India 
will have many 
opponents now in the 
Asian meet North 
Korea and China are 
traimng senously and 
will send well-prepared 
squads to Tokyo South 
Korea have won medals 
at the 1988 Olympics 
and are a formidable 
squad Thelran-Iraq 
war IS over and both 
countries will also send 
well prepared squads So 
the gomg will be tough " 
The general 
consensus is that India 
can only hope for a 
couple of medals at the 
Tokyo Asian meet 
However, the Soviet 
coach, Vaseli Rudnisky, 
feels that Indian 
grapplers are showing 
much improvement in 
Greco Roman style and 
could spring a few 
surprises at Tokyo 
Novy KjHtMUa, New OeM 






Mohammedan SC Falls 




Mohammedan 
Sporting lesihufllod 
thejr team formidably 
during the inter club 
transfers earlier t his 
season, fanatic fans 
rightly expected a classy 
display And this they 
got in the three 
tournaments they 
participated 111 prior to 
the commencement of 
the Calcutta league But 
when it came to the 
Senior Division Soccer 
League, things weren’t 
as good as it ought to 
have been In the face of 
stiff resistance from 
leaser known teams, 
their soccer brains 
became numb their legs 
wobbly And then there 
was doom Worse, the 
season had only lust 
begun 
Just when 

Mohammedan SC were 
doing a post mortem of 
their drawn tie with 
Calcutta Port Trust, the 
team encountered yet 
another 

disappointment A 
bigger one this time It 
was in the fourth match 
(against Eastern 
Railway) that 
Mohammedan SC were 
made to bite the dust 
This was quite 
unexpected They began 
with great expectations. 
Pradip Talukdar 
missing a couple of good 
chances within the 
first ten mmutes but 
then ended 
disappointed 
Eastern Rai.lway took 
adVi^^^fige of the shoddy 
ance It was 
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‘f ^ 


15 


vintage Railway all the 
way How pathetic the 
most expensive defender 
Amit Bhadra looked He 
was time and again 
beaten by Ashis Ghosh 
and Avijit 
Roychoudhury 
Mohammedan SC 
became so shaky that 
when Talukdar made a 


Eastern 
Railway versus 
Mohammedan Sporting. 
This was a tense match 
which the home team 
lost and then drew with 
Aryan. The supporters 
were annoyed and went 
berserkflnmtlER coach 
pats Ashis Ghosh who 
scored the all-important 
goal 


hasty pass to Bhadra 
Ashis Ghosh leaped in 
for the kill and before 
the backlinc could make 
a frantic bid the ba 41 was 
inside the net Ashis 
Ghosh became the hero 
This nippy winger has 
tremendous powei in his 
feet as was evident when 
his BOyarder beat 
Nashir Ahmed 
That was too much for 
the Big Club’s 
supporters Stones were 
pelted, Jamshed who 
substituted Chibuzor 
kicked Pintu Roy 
Mohammedan SC didn’t 
look a side to equalise 
and this worsened the 
situation More missiles 
landed on the field and 
there was verbal warfare 
forcing the police to 
swing into action And 
at the end of it all, there 
were a few injured 



including’ a couple of 
club officials 

Off foi m Police AC 
however allowed 
Mohammedan SC to get 
back on to t he V ir toi V 
tiail in an awfuhy 
insipid maUh Vijay 
Kumai who is \ et to find 
hisfoim wasa 
c intended capt iin after 
scoi mg the 

match winiifet Such is 
the team s foi m that a 
tight mg side can tui n 
the tide against the m 
Sui e enough A i > an cl cl 
pietisely this damaging 
Mohammedan 
Sporting s re (Old 
fui^^hei they have 
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conceded seven points 
from SIX outings Where 
are coach Nayeem s 
shai p 8hcx)ters‘> 
Although the home side 
managed to put the ball 
m twice against Aryan 
both were disallowed by 
refeiee Karuna 
Chakraboity The 
aggrieved playeis 
charged at linesman 
Ajoy Lahiri (who h id 
raised the flag as the 
shot w IS take ii fi om 
outside the touch Imt) 
but ipfi dined fiom 
manhandling him But 
hi wasn t spaicd by the 
belligeient suppoitcis 

Cheema Is back 
m action, having scoied 
two goals against 
Geoige Telegraph Here 
he IS being tackled by 
Joydev Chakraboi ty of 
George 
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who threw whatever 
they could at him 
And how do you think 
Mohammedan SC 
obtained a goal*? A 
suicidal self goal by 
Sheikh Sikandai thiee 
minutes fiom the 
bieathei Aiyandidnt 
leally expec t that but it 
was Sikandar who 
looked most dejected 
Just when the fans weie 
leady to go home h ippy 
a detei mined Sikandai 
made amends witha shot 
♦hat went past Haidai 
All Mondol Once again 
pandemonium broke 
out Missiles weie 
hulled tollowed by filthy 
language ind eve n 
woise behavioui 
Chakiaboi ty bkw the 
long whistle and a ba 11 
bodied Faieed i m 
towaidsliim with 
maliclojs intent b it 


Nayeem and Haioon 
Rashid pacified the 
irritated midfielder The 
lefeiee took police 
sheltet Foi a while the 
polite weie passive and 
then swung into 
action and t here was 
an uneasy calm m the 
clubiaiiipus Its time 
the team bucks up foi 
on papci they ai e 
supposed to have the 
best side m the league 


Cheoma starts 
scoring 


E ast Bengal 
piobably the best 
pKsuilly with ( he(*ma 
Okeiic spo 11 111 iding 
till II pi 1 foi in UK»s 
C hot in istiuik the 
Gioigc I ell giaph net as 
lailv istlu It nth 
mmuti I ist B( ngal 
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were expected to flog the 
dayhgl taout of then 
oppt)neut8 But that 
wabiitthecdbc Geoige 
went lor an all out 
attack leaving only one 
man behind East 
Bengal fell bac k to 
squash the atUucks With 
Tai un Dey having; 
pioblenis with his form 
the defence looked 
fi agile but it was 
actually the 
indispcnsible Bhaskai 
Ganguly who camt to 
coach PK Baneiji'o and 
the team s icscue 
But it was FIFA 
referee Milan Dutta who 
spoiled a good match toi 
George His inept 
supervision raises a lot 
of doubt whethei he’s 
conversant with the off 
side rule Foi he had 
disallowed a ‘genuine 


Bagan’s Subrata 
Bhattacharya being 
escorted out by Sishir 
Ghosh after he had an 
argument with referee 
Pradip Nag, who booked 
him in the tie against 
BNR Bagan managed to 
win by a lone goal 

goal Both Dutta and 
linesman Ptadip Nag 
had given two diiteient 
vcisions Iegai ding the 
off side Anothei 
conspicuous blundei 
Dutta made oi was it 
due to feai when he 
ignoied a Kuljit Singh 
intentional blow on 
Gew ge goalkeeper Subir 
Chakraboitv sface And 
finally the referee 
overlooked a penalty 
whenSwaiupDas who 
played in the midfield in 
place of Yashpal pushed 
a rival striker inside the 


box 

The Geoi ge 1 »'legi aph 
players were fr ustrated 
by such dc*< isions and in 
the pi otess cone eded 
two more goals Bikash 
Panji scored and 
Checnia added another 
East Bengal continue to 
remain on the blazing 
trail along with Bagan 
and then meeting on 
July 1 will be of vital 
importance 


Satyajit Chottorjee 
takes extra load 


W ITH Sishir Ghosh 
on a two match 
suspension the Mohun 
Bagan attack lac ked 
flan and yet Pranab 
Mondol managed to 
salvage the team s 
reputation seven 


minutes from normal 
time against BNR 

The Bagan midfield 
wasn t functioning well 
duo to Prasanta * 

Banerjeo s pcxjr form 
and Satyajit Chattel jee 
had to bur den himself 
with the added 
lesponsibihty As 
Achintya Belel was still 
nursing his mjui y 
Aloke Mukherjee played » 
the stopper’s role along 
with Subrata 
Bhattacharya who 
incidently was bcxiked 
for the second time loi 
rough play 

Bagan seem to be* 
cruising, at least on the 
field That should do 
then confidence some 
gcxxl 

Subhash Satcar 

Photographs by Santosh Ghosh 









THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



T his week, we’ll be 
discussing a 
combination block 
and counter punch 
Starting Irom either 
zcnkutsu dachi or 
sanchui dachi or 
kibadarhi. your 
partner’s 

chudan-oi-tsuki (left 
middle punch), defend 
with a right soto-uki 
(from outside to inside 
middle block ) 

I When you completely 
divert the pai tner’s 
punch from youi body 
1 line, then delivei 
I chudaji-oi tsuki with 
I your left hand, to the 
I partner’s solar plexus or 
if your partner’s upper 
body is a little tui ned 
I then you can hit him 
below the ribs 
I This combination can 
be piactised by 
I beginners as a 3 step 
spariing movement 
{ referred to as 
, sun bun kuwitc In 


sun bon your partner 
stands in zonkiitsi 
ifat/ji steps lot wdid 
with the lelt leg and 
punches with tin* lett 
liand Yen in the ready 


or yoe pose step back 
with youi light lixit into 
yenkutsti lUu /nanci 
hlex k the pniu h with the 
light hand Plus is also 
done in sanchjti Jji hi 


After completion of that 
three punch block steps, 
you move into the 
counter-punch 
(chudan-oi tsuki) 

Foi“ seniors, this 
movement can tieii 
classified as 
ippon-ku imte or 
one step movenif'nt 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokushln-kai karate 

Phonigtaplis Ha’ian tVuUld 


Those who are interested in 
attendinc; the clas!>e!> at 
Kyokushni-kai HQ Harish Park 
the t-mings are as fcllovus ■ 
a) Sunday morning T SAM 
b) Satan Park 
Rahindra Sarobar Sat and 
Sund »y morning 7 10AM 
I Ohakuna Babu Bagan Cuituial 
I Maidan 
I d) Bansilioiii 

e) A new dojo has been opened i 
Sail I,Ike CA Playground opp 
Punjab and National Bank 
bu-, stand 

timings are Sunday morning 
7 9 AM 

Wednesday evening 5 30 to 
b JO PM (C hildren) 6 30 to 8 00 
PM (tjenmah 


Step back with the right leg and block the 
punch with a reverse mid-seotion block 


Soto-uki from 


saiiohin dachi 












B RUXJE in tluj Asian and thn 
Middle Eastern //me, had 
its capital rlunnff the first 
half of tins inontli in the 
city of the pyramid.'; Cairo was 
the site for the biennial 
championshit- i,o determine the 
representatives of t he zone for the 
inter zonal world championships 
at Perth in September. 

The meet was flagged off with 
the 2-day Eriond.ship Pairs, won 
by two Jordanian brothers, 
Ghassan and Marwan Ghanem. 
The two mam events were, 
however, the Open Teams and the 
Women’s Teams. India was 
represented m the Open by the 
HCL sextet of Anaiid Mehta, 
Avinash Ookhale, Debashis Roy, 
Rajesh Dalai, Jaggy Shivdasani 
and yours truly. wi*h federation 
president S G. Bose Mullick as the 
non-playing captain. The women’s 
team was Bimal Sicka, Shailaja 
Mahajan, Ursula Garg, Snehlata 
Singla, Neena Bonnerjee and 
Kiran Nadar, led by non-playing 
captain B. Kriahnan. Blach event 
would bf- played as a double 
round-robin of 20 board matches, 
followed by knexjkout semi-finals 
among the top four and the final. 


Women’s Event 


The women’s event as expected, 
was dominated by hosts Egypt 
and India. In fac't. such was the 
superiority of the two that each 
was sure of a semi-final berth with 
several rounds to go. Tiie final 
league standings were 

1. Egypt 235 VVP (Victory Point) 
out of a possible 300 VP; 

2. India 205; 3 Sn Lanka 182; 4 
Zimbab'we 166; 

5. Jordan 164; 6. Pakistan 160; 7. 
Reunion Islands 139 
As can be seen Egypt had 
clearly outplayed the rest of the 
pack and particularly distressing 
was the fact that our ladies had 
lost both the direct league 
matches with them for a total loss 
of 53 imps (international 
match-points) which would 
translate to a 26.5 imp carry-over 
in favour of Egypt in the final. | 

The semis, Egypt-Sri Lanka and I 




India-Zimbabwe, were washouts 
with over a hundred imp 
difference in each. 


Open Event 


When the two teams clashed in 
the 64-board final, the odds were 
heavily in favour of the host 
nation. However, skipper 
Krishnan, in a move that justified 
itself by its success, split up two of 
her partnerships and paired off 
Neena Bonnerjee with Snehlata 
Singla. 

These two clicked and with the 
ever-steady pair of Bimal 
Sicka-Shailaja Mahajan 
continuing their good work, India 
turned the tables on Egypt, 
winning each quarter to take a 
lead at the half after wiping off the 
carry-over and winning the match 
by 79.5 imps, 220 to 140.5. Our 
ladies thoroughly deserved their 
qualification for the inter-zonal 
world women’s championship for 
the Venice Cup at Perth later this 
year. It remains to be seen 
whether the government would 
look upon their achievement as 
worthy of financial support when 
-they make the trip to Perth. 


The pundits had expected the 
Open event to be a straight fight 
between India and Pakistan as 
always, with some possible ^ 
opposition from Mauritius and Sri 
Lanka. All were in for a surprise, 
though. It was hosts Egypt who 
provided the strongest challenge. 
By the time the qualifying stage 
was half-way through all knew 
that another strong squad had 
arrived on the zonal scene. 

Though we defeated Eg 3 rpt by a 
total of 58 imps in the two direct 
league matches, the hosts made 
their presence felt, holding the 
world-renowned Pakistani team of 
Zia Mahmood, Masood Salim, 
Munir Ataullah, Nishat Abedi, 
Jan-e-alam Fazli and Iftikar 
Baqai, to a draw in the first match 
and defeating them by 18 imps in 
the second. 

Naturally, it was important for 
us to top the qualifying league 
table so that we would have the 
right to choose our semi-final 
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t)pponent This, wo duly did, 
heating Pakistan also in the 
piooess The final league 
standings weip 

1 India 209 VP (out of a possible 
400), a Kgpt 190 
3 Pakistan 283,4 Reunion 270,5 
Sri Lanka 242, 

8 Mauritius 224 7 Bangladesh 
200,8 Joidan161,9 TanzcUiia 
157 

For the semi-final we chose the 
other qualifier, Reunion Islands, 
despite the fact that they had a 
carryover of 11 imps against us. 
having defeated us in the direct 
league matches This was 
designed to eliminate Pakistan, 
the main enemy Everything 
seemed to be woi king according 
to plans when Reunion gave up 
after being over 100 imps down 
with a session to go while Egypt 
eliminated Pakistan by 38 imps 
after starting with a carry-over of 

9 imps 

The Pakistanis, a bunch of good 
players individually, did not 
fimction well as a team at Cairo 
and were ill-prepared to pope with 


the artilinal bidding methods of 
the Egyptians 

It would be unfair if I failed to 
point out that in the semi-final the 
hosts were helped by a series ot 
hands that suited their methods 
When the match ended. Egypt had 
won by 144 imps to 106 over 64 
boards Tarek Sadek, Walid el 
Ahmady, Ashraf Sadek, Sherif 
Naquib, Samih Khalil and Samir 
Sahb, led by non playing capt 
Mohamed Abdel Ban. would lake 
us on in the 80-board final 


Open Final 

The war had reached its last 
stage—India versus Egypt, the 
winner take all including the 
right to represent the zone in the 
mter-zunal world championship 
for the prestigious Bermuda Bowi 
The Indian team, almost the 
sameHCL squad that had reached 
the semi-final at the World 
Olympiad last year, was clearly 
the favourites, especially after 
having topped the qualifying 
round-robin convincingly The 


Our ladies thoroughly deMrved 
their qualification for the 
inter-xenai world women’s 
championship for the Venice 
CupatPerthlaterthisyear.it 
remains to be seen whether 
the government would look 
upon their achievement as 
worthy offinancial support 
when ttwy make the trip to 
Perth 


Egyptians, however, after their 
creditable win over Pakistan 
looked no push overs 

We had an ace up our sleeve, 
though Having defeated Egypt in 
the two direct league matches by a 
total of 58 imps, we would cany 
forward half of that, i c 29 imps, 
over to the final I 

I cannot explain why, but for I 
some reasons we were in rather ' 
poor form in the first two sets of ' 
the final 

We had been rather unlucky no 
doubt but despite this wc should , 
have won had we been a little more i 
thorough m our preparation { 

which, as 1 must point out we 
never are as we have to bo more | 

concerned with the financial 
preparation for these meets The I 
major part of the expenses have to I 
be borne by ourselves as we 
receive no government assistance 
(except that the Maharashtra 
players receive something from 
thei r st ate government) In fact, 
had It not btt>n for HCL ltd . the 
computer giants, who gave nearly 
halt of the 0{)cn team’s expenses 
some of u.s pi obably could not 
have gone This government 
apathy is in sharp contrast to the 
bf'nevolenoc of the govonunents of 
the other fiarticipating nations 
like Bangladesh who gave Rs 
14.(X)0 - jxir head, of Pakistan who 
gave a free ticket plus Rs 8,000/- 
UI each player 
The Egyptian team, albeit 
somewhat lucky were not 
undeserving winners They had 
a good team had practised hard 
(they can afford to for then entire 
expenses are paid tor) and were 
very pleasant both on and off the 
table This was their first 
international win but certainly 
not their lost 
Sanianu Chgali, Cairo 
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'GANESH 

SHOULD 

RESIGN' 


BY MOHAMMED SHAHID 


\ 


for mliettenneiit of Iniitati 
hockoy wo now have to give the. 


^■f-i'i']iH!i]inmi>i‘hHiTiiFit' 


people whp have played the 


on astro turf rawer than 
eople who deal thedr>es 




HEN 



the Indian team went to 

West Berlin for the prestigious 
Champions Ti-ophy 1 was very 
hopeful. Not because our team 
was world champion material but 
because all the other participating 
teams did not have experienced 
players. All the teams were 
dominated by new blood’. Thus 
for India which after a period of 
three years got a chance to play in 
the tournament This was a gol¬ 
den opportunity to win the tro¬ 
phy. But alas, like in the World 
Cup in London, we finished last. 

Before going into the causes of 
our defeat and the performances 
of the players I would like to 
appeal to our national coach M.P. 
Ganesh to take the moral respon¬ 
sibility of the Indian team's per¬ 
formance and resign without 
making any excuses By res¬ 
igning Ganesh will do Indian 
hockey a great service. Now 
Ganesh cannot blame anybody 
else for the debacle. It was he who 
wanted the training camps to be 
held at Bangalore where there was 
nobody to see what was going on. 
The camp should actually have 
been held in Delhi or somewhere 
in the North so that veteran play¬ 
ers like Balbir Singh and Ajitpal 
Singh could scrutinise the prog¬ 
ress of the camp. 

This time Ganesh cannot use the 




A. 

I 














excuse of “lack of time to prepare”. 
He cannot make excuses like in¬ 
terference in selection and other 
matters as he was given a free 
hand to do what ho liked. And 
perhaps this was the reason be¬ 
hind the selection of some players 
who were far below international 


Ram Prakash Singh: "Should 
have been in Berlin” 


I am very sad to write that in 
our camps nowadays, fitness 
has taken the place of 
skllt...the present coaclies are 
not even capable of picking up 
a stick and going on to the 
ground to show the players the 
finer points. 


standards and in fact were not 


sponsible. 

Ganesh insisted that the period 
of the Champions Trophy camp 
should be five months and he had 
his way. But I consider this to be 
the reason for the Indian perform¬ 
ance. Burn out. Too much hockey 
on astro-turf. Playing on this sur¬ 
face is taxing and so, you can 
imagine the state of the players 
who have been at it since return¬ 
ing from the Seoul Olympics. Now 
1 fear if we continue to bum out 



even eligible for admission to our 
sports hostels. 

Moreover, no one objected or 
even asked Ganesh about the 
training methods he was using 
and how be was preparing the 
team. 

Yes, Ganesh could say that the 
absence of a. good goalkeeper 
allowed the opp<ment.s to sc«re 
many goals. But thim 1 ask, why 
was Ashish Balial taken to Berlin 
if he was injured to the extent that 
he was surely not going to play? 
And for lhi.s too, Ganesh is re- 

Jude Felix, India’s ace forward 
in action 





like this we may not find a place in 
any international tournament. 

It was because of Ganesh that 
the national hockey tournament 
could not take place prior to the 
Champions Trophy. The coach 
was afraid that the participation 
of the probables would affect his 
training programme. But 
apparently he forgot that he could 
have got an opportunity to see 
new talent in the national touma- 
inent. And if this talent had sur¬ 
faced and taken to West Berlin 
instead of some of the unknown 
players then the outeomo would 
have been far better. Apart from 
this the nationaKs would have been 
an ideal opportunity to t*!St the 
training and wlial kind of prog¬ 
ress the probables had actually 
made. 


FIT BUT NO SKILL 


T he question is: What was 
being done during all those 
days of the camp? 

Prior to the Champions Trophy 
critics said that India knows how 
to play, but they lose due to lack of 
fitness. At Berlin, it was very clear 
that what India lacked was skill 
and NC/r fitness. This lack of skill 
was the only reason for the neg¬ 
ligible presence of our players in 
the opponents ‘D’ 

B should be remembered that 
previously in spite of being miles 
behind the others in fitness our 
understanding of the game made 
us the unchallenged champions of 
the world for half century. But 1 
am very sad to write that in our 
camps iiowiidays fitness has taker 
the place of skill. Nolxidy teaches 
the artistic points of the game. 
The older players might be able to, 
but the present coaches are not 
even capable of picking up a stick 
















to our national coach 
to take ttio moral 
responsibility of the 
Indian team’s 
performance and 


man for the right out position 
Firstly because he is inexperi¬ 
enced and secondly he is not phy 
sically strong When Thoiba 
Singh was not keeping pace with 
the game in the left wing he 
should have been replaced 
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Pargat Singh; India’s saviour 

and going on to the ground to 
show the players these finer 
points 










A s far as the performance of 
the players i n West Berlm is 
concerned 1 say in spite of 
the 3 2 victory over West Oer 
many thei e were warning signs in 
that game too We were up three 
goals but allowed the opponents to 
hit back twice But the Indians 
played well that day and therefore 
I warded off any further damage 
Apart from Jude Felix and Par¬ 
gat Singh everbcxly elses game 
was disappointmg The forward 
line was lost with Ram Prakash 
Singh and Subodh Khandkhar 
both being pushed mto the ‘B’ j 
team Mukesh was not the right 


amh "Fully responsible for 
the Indian performaaoe” 
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I Kaushik: sood choice as 
I_ deputy coach” 


I Our half-line was in total dis¬ 
array. Siyit Kumar did not do 
justice to hie reputation. If he had 
been alert then Pakistan’s Ibrahim 
could not have scored against us. 
Vivek Singh has to improve his 
game a lot and Subramani is a 
joker. His tackling and lying 
down did not contribute towards 
anything. In the match against 
Pakistan, Wasim Feroz made a 
fool of him and I don’t understand 
why Ashok Kumar was not used 
when Subramani was not 
clicking. 

On the capabilities of defender 
! M.P. Singh there can be a long 
I argument. But it is an unques¬ 
tionable fact that today MP is the 
only penalty-corner specialist In 
the country. But then, he can only 
score if there are penalty-corners 
j but the Indian forwards did not 
I give him too many chances. 


I THE SOlUTIQW 


F or the betterment of Indian 
hockey we now have to give 
the responsibility of 
coaching to people who have play¬ 
ed the modern game of power 
hockey on astro-turf rather than 
people who deal with theories and 
talk instead of producing results, 
'fhe appointment of M.K. 
Kaushik, as the deputy coach, is a 
commendable step. But instead of 
going to Berlin he was packed off 
to Barcelona with the Indian ’B’ 
team. 

Budh Singh Chauhan, who was 
sent to Berlin as Ganesh’s assis¬ 
tant, has perhaps not played at the 
national level let alone the inter¬ 
national. We can raise our hockey, 
that I’m sure of. But to do this a 
serious and result-oriented efforts 
have to be made. Procedures of 
selection camps and coaching 
techniques should all be discussed 
at length. Along with this a con¬ 
sultancy committee comprising 
veterans like Balkishen Singh, 
Jhamanlal Sharma, Balbir Singh, 
Inam-ur Rahman, AJit Pal Singh 
and Ashok Kumar should also be 
set up. They can give constructive 
suggestions to the Indian.IIockey 
Federation 


























The Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the Games of the XXVth Olympi^ m Barcelona will 
be celebrated at the Montiulc Stadium. With a seating capacity of 70,000, it will be put to test 
next September, during the fifth World Cup in track and field. 






Road to Rome 

An update of the world’s progress towards Italy 

1990 . 
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A t last chinks have appeared 
in his armour Peter Shilton, 
the amazing 39-year-old 
goalkeeper who, at this age 
IS still recognised as one of the 
world’s more dependable men 
imder the bar, seems to be losing 
his touch, his magic, almost 
uncanny abihty to deny his 
attacking opponents their goals 
In Copenhagen, he failed when 
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Neil Webb spectacular 


England faced the dreaded 
Denmark boys in their World Cup 
warm up match The veteran, 
earning aiecord 109th England 
cap, conceded his first goal in six 
internationals showing 
wpaknesbps that might jeopardize 
their chances of winning a berth 
in Home It caused seiious 
concern among the England 
football bosses 

Shilton was last beaten m the 
second minute against Greece in 
Februaiy, but Danish striker Lars 
Elstrup ended the goalkeepei s 
hopes of another cleaii sheet with 
a 56th minute equaliser Nine 
minutes later he left the pitch to 


At last chinks have 
appeared in his 
armour. Peter Shilton, 
the amazing 39 year 
old goalkeeper who at 
this age is still 
recognised as one of 
the world’s more 
dependable men under 
the bar seems to be 
losing his touch, his 
magic, almost uncanny 
ability to deny his 
attacking opponents 
their goals... 


loud applause handing David 
Seaman a rare chance to gain 
international experience 

In contrast to Shilton s 
vascillation was Gary Lineker’s 
sure-footed brilliance that earned 
the maverick England striker the 
record 29th goal of his England 
career, making him equal fifth in 
the all time scoring charts The 
match was the beginning of 
England s vital World Cup tour of 
Sweden in September 

However, thankfully, the rest of 
the England squad is fighting fit. 
and in great form, as was evident 
from their resounding success 
ovei Poland 

Scintillating jierformances by 
Lineker, John Barnes and Neil 
Webb who scored one each 
trounced Poland 3-0 

was once again an 

occasion that Peter Shilton and 
his fans would remember 'The 
match marked the celebrated 
goalkeeper’s 108th 
international appearance 
matching Bobby Moore’s 
long-standing record 

But Shilton had hardly had to 
exert himself, as he watched from 
the goailine his teammates 
coast England to a comfortable 
victory, which would definitely 
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strengthen the f ounti y s gi ip on 
European qualifying gioup two 
Atthisbtdgu unlitatdi 
England s win put lh» ni t wo 
points deal ol s( < ond pia< i d 
Swollen {whom ihf y mi tl in 
StixkholminSf ptfnilitfj with 
seven points fioiti four games Till 
this s>tag( Ihi V have s( oi e>d 10 
go<Us iiid < OIK t di d none 
On thi otlif t h ind Poland 
b(‘dt» n wif h exar tly the sam“ 

Mon liiu wIk n they met England 
at Ml XU o th r (e yf ai s ago ai e now 
faei d with i viitiially impossible 
task oi m iking the finals in Italy 
with only two points fiom three 
g<ini( s 

Aetording to nows eoming in 
from the t ar East Malaysia held 
Singdpoietoa2 2 di aw at their 
home in a Woild Cup qualifiei 
The mati h was the opienci of the 
soeond leg ol a round lobiii which 





Ray Houghton natural 
conibativeness 

will detei mint the wr nei of the 
East Asia gioup four qualifying 
round 

Eat her in the > ut opeaii leg 
Gi oup 2 matelies F’ngland drew 
with Sweden O 0 On the other 
hand Poland downed Albania 1 0 
Albania was handed a 1 2 defeat 
by Sweden while England 
punished them fui thei with a 2 0 
trounce 

In the meanwhile in Group foui 
of the Euiopean leg Finland lost to 
West Germany O 4 wh.le Holland 
scraped past Wales 1 0 Wales 
improved then showing a lot 

Finland and wrested a 2 2 
following it up with a 0 O 
inst the Germans 



u. 



Wales vs 
West Oennany 



The c lash of the titans in this 
gioup Holland vs West Germany 
also ended goalless 
In group five of this leg 
Yugoslavia came nearer to Rome 
defeating Norway 2-1 in Oslo In 
the earlier encounter also 
Yugosalvia with eight from five 
games 

Norway and France with one 
from five ties and Cyprus one 
point fi oni six matches The two 
top teams move into the finals 
from this group 

T o the thunderous delight of a 
capacity crowd at Lansdowne 
Road the Republic of Ireland 
marched on towards Rome, with a 
crucial win over Spain That the 
goal Republic s first in five 
games should have cxime from the 
fcxit of Michel, a Spanish player 
was of little consequence to the 
deliriously happy Irish 
The victory puts the Republic in 
a prime position to quahfy from 
Group Six along with Spain, who 
thus conceded the first goal and 













dropped their first point. 

The Irish were repeatedly first 
to the ball, particularly in the first 
half, never allowing the Spanish a 
moment to consider their options. 

The hero of this match was Ray 
Houghton, who unquestionably 
played his finest game since the 
European Championships. 

His natural combativeness made 
a world of difference to the 
proceedings keeping the pressure 
always on the Spanish defence. 



In contrast to Shilton’s 
vasciilation was Gary 
Lineker’s sure-footed 
brilliance that earned 
the maverick England 
striker the record 29th 
goal of his England 
career 


Meanwhile, Northern Ireland 
clinched a 2-0 win over Malta in a 
group six tie, while Soviet Union 
went to the top of their qualifying 
Group with a 2-0 win over East 
Germany in Kiev. 

Thus, as the journey towards 
Rome is about to enter its most 
crucial phase, Italy overwhelmed 
Hungary 4-0 to bring a perfect 
end to a season of international 
matches in the year before they 
host the greatest show on earth. 
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YOU'VE 

gotta have nerves of 
steel. You’ve gotta be 
cool and smooth. But 
when it comes down to 
freaking out on your 
BMX bike you’ve gotta 
be hot! 

But before you start 
becoming too hot to 
handle there axe some 
things you should 
know. And that is, no 
BMX bike is 

unbreakable. The stunts 
and manoeuvres that 
any rider carries out 
owe as much to his skill 
as to the strength of the 
bike. Anybody can break 
a bike. It takes ability to 
take aBMX bike to the 
limit—and bring it back 
in one piece. 

There is one piece of 
advice from the pros of 
BMX. That is. if you are 
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attempting a trick that 
means landing your 
bike like a ten-ton tank, 
think again. You are 
almost certainly doing it 
wrong. Remember to 
land light. Always wear 
safety equipment. And 
work away from traffic. 


In BMX there are two 
type of riders: 
freestylers and racers. 
Most riders quickly 
decide to be one or the 
other. But there are 
always exceptions. 

To become a racer it 
take a lot of time and tots 








of practice It is just as 
competitive as 
motorcycle racmi: is 
Sometimes even 
tougher Compared to a 
racer it is easier to 
become a freewheeler 
Freewheelers are riders 
who carry out 
comphcated manoeuvres 
using skate board 
ramps and quarter-pipe 
ramps (curved ramp) 
This 18 one sport 
where the girls are 
treated as equals On 
any race day they roll up 
to the line, helmets on, 
visors down, chinstraps 
m place, and when the 
gate drops they’re out 
there cranking crazy 
With only one aim in 
nrund to win Round 


kid on a bike to the front 
ranks of BMX freestyle 
m just a matter of 
months, says. “Freestyle 
is how you express 
yourself If you’ve not 
got a trick wired then it 
looks like you’re not 
dialled When I do a 
show I want to do the 
best for myself and the 
crowd Otherwise why 
bother'” • 

Are these freewheelers 
crazy’ Watch one of 
them do an aenal 
hyperdnve and get 3 
metres out of a 
skateboard bowl You’re 
convinced that he can t 
be sane Nobody <»n get 
that high and not know 
he 18 asking for trouble 
Most of them admit that 


Ate ^Aefe&eeiffheelereenaiffWttteh 
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perfect 


every berms and over 
each jump they don’t 
giveanmch It is only at 
the flxush when they 
take their helmets off 
that you realise that 
they are girls To 
anyone who thinks BMX 
18 a 'baya only” sport, it 
comes as a surprise But 
anyone who knows BMX 
knows otherwise 
BMX freewheeling is 
defimtly more fun And 
visually more attractive 
Every freewheeler tries 
to find wajrs to get 
higher, flatter and more 
rads out of a bowl 
Terry Jenkins of 
Eli^land, who 
catapulted ftom bemg 
just another backstreet 


it IS scary Only regular 
practice makes them 
perfect 

There is however a 
moment every BMXer 
dreads The moment 
when he finally 
discovers the answer to 
that old question, ‘Isa 
nder only as good as his 
bike’ Or a bike only as 
good as the nder’” 

While this debate 
rages here’s to all you 
BMX freaks let's see a 
non-stop routme of 
handstands, pedal 
scraping ground tncks 
and ramp side hops 

But whatever you do. 

LAND LIGHT! 

AvIiLm 
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SOCCER TIPS 



Trapping 

and moving _ _ _ 

A high bouncing ball is diHicull to control, especially if you are running at it 

But By keeping your eyes firmly on the ball, the weight on the non-kicking leg and judging the interception of the kicking leg 
with the bounce of the bail on the ground, this Incky skill can be mastered 
And when it is, the player has saved time and is moving upheld 



Soaikeeplng: 
calcMng a 
iow baii 



It IS essentia: to have a second 
line of defence when stopping a 
iow ball. Vou never see a top 

f oalkeeper with his legs aparti 
here are two ways of making this 
safely first type of save. Either with 
your legs straight, palms close 
together, and your ayes on the 
balk-which will run up the arms 
and finish up at the chest. 


Or by going down on one knee 
with the weight on your other leg 
and your eyes firmly on dre ball 
With your loot and knee behind 
your hands there's no chance of 
the ball getting through Once you 
have the ball safely, look up and 
decide how best to use it. 
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CALCUTTA 


GoBwami Watetpolo 

S OUTH EASTERN RAILWAY’S 
Saixjay Jaiswal saved 
a possible defeat at the hands 
of Eastern Railway in the final of 
the Shyamapada Goswanu 
memorial waterpolo tournament 
at the Central Swimmings Club 
pool in Azad Hind Bagh recently 
Prom two goals in arrears when 
the last quai ter started, 
international Jaiswal almost 
singlehandedly turned the tide in 
favour of SER, who finally 
clinched the issue 6-5 

South Eastern have thus 
extended their lease over the title 
for another year In the semis, 
SER drowned YMCA 25-6 while 
Esistern Railway cruised past 
Central Swimming Club (White) 
13-6) 

Jaiswal was in devastating form 
agamst YMCA, netting six 
(including a hattrick) with 
Manash Roy helping himself to 
four For YMCA. Sujit Jaiswal 
scored thnce In the other 
semi-final against Central 
Swimming, Shyam Sundar Das 
struck five goals including a 
hattnck 

The final got off to a rousing 
start with Eastern going up by a 
solitary goal at the end of the first 
quarter SER equalised in the 
second The third quarter threw 
up four goals and Eastern were up 
4-2 

Leading, Eastern went a bit 
defensive in the final quarter SER 
was quick to seize this 
opportunity and made it 3-4 
through Biswajit Das Jaiswal 
then converted a penalty to make 
the issue four-all 
Eastern then turned the 
pressure on and Sujit Dutta (one 
of the two internationals in the 
squad) made it 5-4 With less than 
a minute remainmg, any lesser 
side would have given in to the 
pressures of nerves, but not SER 
They struck twice m the last 30 
seconds, first by Jaiswal and then 
Kanai Roy to edge out their arch 
tiivajlsbyagoal 

The final was preceded by the 



















A view of a game In progress 

shootout for the third and fourth 
positions YMCA beat CSC 12-7 in 
that match with Achinta 
Majumdar and Sujit Jaiswal 
netting five apiece CSC’s 
Anshuman Dutta managed four 
goals against his name 

Qsiitam Bhatlscharyya 


SHIMLA 
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driving skills on the 232 Km 
stretch of the Hindustan-Tibet 
national highway from Shimla on 
Junes 

In the final analysis, M P S 
Reen (Chandigarh) secured the 
first position while Shashi Garcha 
(Chandigarh) and Vyay Parmar 
(Shimla) jointly shared the second 
position in the Motor Bike 100 CC 
category 

In the scooters category the first 
honour (Rs 2,000) went to 
Surinder Basasi (Chandigarh), 
second (Rs 1,000) to Damaninder 
Singh (Punjab), and third (Rs 500) 
to Suchetan Bhalla (Chandigarh) 

Himachal Chief Minister Mr 
Virbhadra Singh flags off tAb 
second Himalayan QiaUenge 
Motor Bike Rally in Shimla 














In the Motor Bike 250 CC 
category, Lovnesh Seth (Shimla) 
sped to first place Rs^eev Sharma 
and Sandeep Bali (Shimla) jomtly 
won the second position. 

In the Motor Bike 350 CC 
section, Vikram Brar and 
Deepinder Tiwana (Patiala) shared 
the first position and the second 
going to Maiijeet Singh (Una-HP) 

The women too were not far 
behind Miss RanaSangha and 
Janmeet Kaur made their mark by 
baggmg a consolation prize of Rs 
500 each 

Mr Virbhadra Singh, Himachal 
Chief Minister, flagged off this 
adventure sports rally in the 
morning and Mr Sagar Chand 
Nayyar, Education Minister gave 
away the cash prizes and trophies 
to the winners in the evening 

Kants Sharma 
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Karats Suauner Camp 


An All'lndia karate camp organised 1^ Kyokushinkai'kan, HQ, 

Calcutta under the guidance of Shihan Shivaji Ganguly, Branch 
Chief and 4th Degree Black Belt, and assisted Praaenjit Saha, tst 
Degree Black Belt. 

There were 100 students from all over the country, out of which 8 
were black belts. There were 10 girls and 10 cliildren. 

The participants came from Bhilai (MP), Guntur (AP), Mallapuram 
(Kerala), Kanpur, Delhi. Bombay, Hazaribagh, Alipore Doar 
(N.Bengal) and from 12 dojos from all over West Bengal. 

The camp started on 6 June and ended on the 11. A gradation test 
was held and 30 students took part in the different colour b^ta. 

The youngest participant was a girl aged 5 Va, called Pooja from 
Raniganj, while the oldest was 42-year-old Gouripada. 














contributed their skill 
In the semis,Alleppey beat 
Ernakulam 39-26 and Kottayam 
defeated Pathanamthitta by 
30-15 

In the Boys lina. 
Patiianamthittd eliminated 
Kottayam 45 39 
John Punncxjsc, General 
Manager FACT gave away the 
trophies 

P. Venu Govinda Kumar 


SOLUTION 

Of Sporting Chance 
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Schools Chess 

T hey came in droves Tall ones, 
small ones basses and 
sopranos Five and seventeen year 
olds usually accompanied by 
their loving parents 315 of them, 
all told enough to create a 
logistics problem for the staid 
Soviets of Gorky Sadan 
No it wasn t the opening of a 
new ice cream parlour Just the 
Second Telegraph Schools Chess 
meet The first time there had 
been 235 players—which was the 
existing national record Mr 
Knshanov of the USSR Consulate 
must have been pleased when he 
surveyed the sea of faces at the 
inauguration on June 2 and learnt 
the record was broken 

So how come so many 
schoolgoers are interested in such 
a peaceful and ancient pastime*^ 
The answer is computers, I 
suppose Computet literate kids 
thmk chess 18 turbo” Even more 
significantly, their teachers and 
parents consider it a worthwhile 
pastime 

This meet is always (well so far) 
scheduled to coincide with the 
summer vacation It is designed to 
be a laid back introduction to 
competitive chess for the young 
Sunday players Excellent prize 
money (courtesy The Telegraph) 
and superlative arrangements by 
Alekhine Chess Club ensure the 
participation of a hai d core of 
veterans (some of them Under 
ten) But the vast majority are 
playing in their first meet 
This time there were three 
Bangladeshis and 
Chandrasekhar Gokhale of Pune 
m the fray as well as a dozen or so 
state players who have already 
made waves at the national level 
Of the Bangladeshis, Zia ur 
Rahman (14) is their national 
champion and a candidate 
International Mastei His career 
profile compares to that of 
Barua and Anand or Niaz 
^JtAurshed The other two, Reefat 
l|attar and Syed Ruhul Kabir 




eljred Ruhul Kabir is the winner in the boys section 


axe also m their national squad 
Gokhale has been the under 14 
national champion and possesses 
exceptional talent Laltu 
Chatterjoe and Shanker Roy who 
tied for the title last year are also 
capable of testing strong players 
already 

The Bangladeshis were playing 
under a handicap, having 
forfeited the first round due to the 
Biman strike which disrupted 
flight schedules Shanker Roy 
started by losing to debutant Anil 
Nam Despite this, they clawed 
their way mto contention by 
wmmng a series of games 
Meanwhile Chandrasekhar, 

Laltu and Subir Ghosh had been 
monopolising the top boards in 
the eeu*ly rounds In contrast to 
semor tournaments where the 
rafters ring to the sound of early 
draws oflers the percentage of 
decisive games was very high 
Even the draws were hard fought 
affairs 

Things hotted up with Laltu 
going down to Sekhar and then 
Kabir In the crucial nmth round 
encounter Zia had a brainstrom in 
a wuining ending against 


Chandrasekhar and lost Shanker 
survived in a bad position against 
Subir and then turned the tables 
Meanwhile Kabir had maintained 
a cent per cent score with quiet 
efficiency 

Sekhar went down to Shanker 
in the penultimate round So the 
last round started with Shanker 
and Kabir on 9 and Sekhar anck 
Subir both half a point adnft 

Kabir won agamst Shanker to 
settle the issue and take the title 
with a clean sheet Sekhar won to 
come a clear second while Subir 
lost to Laltu who shared third spot 
with Zia and Shanker 

On the distaff side there were 16 
girls in the championship Several 
of them were m the running for 
top prizes and Saheh Dhar, the 
state ladies champion made it to 
the tenth spot Gargi Meur, Rita 
Kaur and Debika Barua also did 
well 

Nine-year old Nisha Mohta 
deserves exceptional praise for 
her excellent result Nisha and 
Surya Sekhar Ganguly (70) were 
the revelations of the meet Surya 
came 13th which is tremendous 

Devangshu Dutts 
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CALENDAR 
National Eventa: 
Snookar: 6th Asian 
Championships, at Holiday 
Inn, Delhi, from July 6 to 
16. Fourteen countnes to 
participate 

Table Tennia: Times of 
India, pnze money 
A tournament, at Talkatora 
^ Indoor stadium. New Delhi, 
from July 3 to 8 Foreign 
participants from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Sn Lanka and 
Nepal All India 
Inter-Railway tournament 
(men & women) at 
Vishakapatnam, A P from 
July 18-23 
Electra prize monev 
tournament at Meerut, 
from July 10 to 14 
Roller Skating: 28th 
sub-junior nationals at 
Hyderabad, from July 14 to 
16 

Badminton: Bhopal open 
prize money tournament, 
r from July 9 to 11 All India 
Inter Railway tournament 
(men & women) at 
Chittaranjan, West Bengal, 
from July 11-16 
Hocky: Senior National 
championships, from July 
27 to August 5 Preliminary 
league matches at Delhi 
and Gwalior Quarterfinal 
knock out stage on wards 
at Gwalior 
INTERNATIONAL 
EVENTS: 

Athletics: Bislet Games. 

J ‘ Grand Pnx meet, at Oslo, 
Norway, on July 1 
Grand Pnx meet at 
Stockholm, on July 3 
Grand pnx meet at East 
Berlin, on July 5 Miller Lite 
lAC international Grannd 
Pnx meet at Edinburgh, on 
July 7 

Grand Pnx moot at Nice, 

I France on July 10 lAAF 
invitational meet at 
I Barcelona, on July 12 
jl Peugeot Games, Grand 
Pnx meet at Crystal Palace 


PREVIEW 


London, on July 14 
Dairy Crest games, U K 
Vs Kenya (men) and U K 
vs West Germany (women) 
at Crystal Palace, London 
on July 28 

Badminton: Final of 
Thai Open Championships 
on July 9 Finals of 
Malaysian Open 
championships on July 16 
Finals of Indonesian Open 
championships on July 23 

Archery: World 
championships at 
Switzerland from July 2 to 
9 

Boxing: Mike Tyson vs 
‘Big Cat Cleverland 
Williams, for the World 
Heavyweight title, at 
Connecticut, USA on July 
21 

World junior 

championships at Puerto 
Rico, from July 12 to 23 
Cricket: Australia vs 
Glamorgan at Neath, from 
July 1 to 3 England vs 
Australia, 3rd Test at 
Edgbaston, from July 6 to 
11 

Scotland vs Australia at 
Glasgow on July 15 
Minor Counties vs 
Australia at Trowbridge, on 
July 17 

Hampshire vs Australia 
at Southampton, from July 
19 to 21 

Gloucestershire vs 
Australia at Bristol, from 
July 22 to 24 
England vs Australia, 4th 
Test at Old Trafford, from 
July27toAug 1 Benson 
and Hedges Cup final at 
Lord's, Essex vs 
Nottinghamshire on July 
15 0)dordUnivvs 
Cambridge univ at Lord s 
from July 5 to 7 
Cycling: Tour de France, 
from Luxembourg to Pans, 
from July 1 to 23 
World Junior 
Championships at 


Moscow, from July 9 to 16 
Golf: Monte Carlo Open, 
from July 5 to 8 Scottish 
Open at Gleneagles, from 
July 12to 15 US 
women's open at Michigan, 
from July 13 to 16 Dutch 
open at Amsterdam, from 
July 27 to 30 
Hockey: 4th 
Inter-Continental Cup at 
New Jersey, USA, from 
July 5 to 16 Pool 
•B'—India, Chile, Egypt, 
France, New Zealand and 
Poland 

Pool'A—Canada, 
Ireland, Holland, Malaysia, 
USA and Zimbabwe 

First five teams to qualify 
for 7th World Cup at 
Lahore, next year 

Under-21 tournament at 
Limburg, Germany Spam, 
USSR and Germany to 
participate 

Motor Cycling: Belgian 
Grand Pnx on July 2 
French Grand Pnx at Le 
Mans on July 16 
Motor Racing: French 
Grand Pnx at Paul Ricard 
on July 9 

Bntish Grand Pnx at 
Silverstone, on July 16 

West German Grand 
Pnx at Hockenheim, on 
July 30 

Football: South American 
Cup in Brazil, from July 1 to 
16 

The following is Brazil s 
schedule 

Julyl vs Venezuela 
July 3 vs Peru 
July 7 vs Columbia 
July 9 vs Paraguay 
July 12,14 and 16, second 
round games 
World Cup qualifying 
matches: 

Brazil vs Venezuela at 
Caracas on July 30 

Asian Group V, China vs 
Iran on July 15 and 22 
Polo: Indian team to tour 
England, from July 2 to 15 


Tennis: Cowdray Park 
Challenge Cup at 
Windsor from July 24 to 
30. Women’s singles final 
of WImMedon, on July 8 
Men’s singles final of 
Wimbledon on July 9. 

World Group, 
qualifying round 
matches from July 21 to 
23. The draw (host team 
first): 

Britain vs Argentliw, 
Switzerland vs Paraguay, 
Peru vs Australia, South 
Korea vs Israel, Denmark 
vs Italy, New Zealand vs 
Hungary, Mexico vs 
USSR, Holland vs 
Indonesia. 

Winners qualify for 
1990 World group, losers 
play In Zonal 
competWona. World 
group, Davis Cup semi 
finals West Germany vs 
USA, Sweeden vs 
Yugoslavia from July 21 
to 23. 

Swimming: European 
junior championships at 
Leeds, from July 27 to 30 
Hang Gliding: World 
championships at Crans 
Montana, Switzerland, 
from July 3 to 23 
Fencing: World 
championships at 
Indianajxifis, USA from 
July 5 to 16 

TELEVISION: Live telecast 
of Wimbledon, men s 
singles semi finals on July 
7 Live telecast of 
Wimbledon, women's 
singles final on July 8 Live 
telecast of Wimbledon, 
men's singles final on July 
9 

Live telecast of final of 
6th Asian Snooker 
championships at Delhi, on 
July 16 

World of Sports 
programmes every 
Sunday on July 2,16,23 
and 30 

CompM Iqr Novy tUpadia 





Where’s Mark 
Patterson? 


A PFKH Patterson’s out-of-the- 
world-feats in Nairobi and 
Seoul, people began eomparing 
him to ^1-tinie great goalkeepers 
like I^jixmui), Richard Allen and 
Ian Taylor. But now he has just 
vanished or made to vanish, like a 
dream from the Arabian nights. 

What has happened to him'.^ Has 
the Indian hockey authorities “kil¬ 
led” him? 

DEVHNDEH KUMAR HAW- 
GOOD'. 

New Delhi. 


in recent times. 

“Sensationalism” seems to have 
become the keyword with your 
magazine of late while objectivity 
has taken a back seat. 

The last few issues of the 
magazine has to offer very little to 
the readers in terms of serious 
reading. 

“Interviews” have become the 
favourite feature of the magazine. 
The Dilip Vengsarkar interview 
has been made sensational. The 
Roger Binny interview was made 
controversial unnecessarily. The 
interview with David Murray was 
not suitable for the magazine. 

What 1 suggest is that the 
number of interviews should be 



A Changing Trend 

A FEW months biU3k, one of the 
premier sporting journals of 
the country. Sportsweek had 
announced an abrupt closedown 
of the magazine. This has 
obviously put pressure on 
Sportaworld and increased your 
responsibility as the “watch dog" 
of the sporting events 

Sportwsorld has been fulfilling 
the needs of the readers in an 
effective manner so far but the 
^trend has changed for the worse 
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reduced and more reports should 
be published. 

B OANESH. 

Jamshedpur. 

French Open _ 

T he victories of Michael Chang 
and Arantxa Sanchez has 
ensured that thei-e will not be a 
Grand Slam achievement this 
year The surprise defeat of Ivan 
Lendl, shocked many of his fans. 
But all credit to Chang who has a 
mature head on his young 
shoulders. 

Steffi Graf may have become a 


little loose because she has so few 
tough matches to play. So when 
she did face a stern test in the 
final, she couldn't play her best. 
RAHUL MISRA, 

Sambalpur. 


A Spectre Of Colour _ 


A MILLION salutes to all of you 
for bringing out the new-look 
Sportaworld. adding a spectre of 
colour in all sections of the 
magazine. A complete sports 
magazine is what we have been 
looking for a long time. 
Sportaworld aptly fulRls that slot. 
Keep up the excellent 
performance. 

TONMOY GHOSH, 

Calcutta. 


A New Light 


O F late, your issues are 
acquiring a sensational 
‘tabloid’ image. Of course, you are 
not to be blamed for publishing 
the frank interviews with Shahid, 
Binny and Vengsarkar. In fact, 
this can be seen as a service to 
Indian sport because the 
interviews throw some new light 
on the undesirable goings-on in 
Indian sports circles. 

Besides, your scribes need to be 
congratulated for the rapport they 
manage to establish with the 
interviewees with amazing 
consistency, thereby managing to 
get out all the facts! 
VIVEKAGARWAL. 

Calcutta. 


Hl^ Standard 


T he recent issues of 

Sportaworld are really worth 
preserving. The standard has 
gone up a great deal. The 
extraordinary colour 
photographs are simply superb. I 
would also like to thank you for 
the colour posters. 
“Freewheeling” deserves a 
mention. 

I hope that this current high 
standard is maintained in the 
future. Only then will readers 
continue to be loyal to the 
magazine. 

SUBHA NARAYANPODDAR, , 
Calcutta. 
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QUESTIONS 


Which England'Australia cricket 
Test IS known as the ‘3-run Test'^ 
Who was the first professional to 
be elected to membership of the 
MCC before his career had 
finished? 

What does a ‘sitter mean in 
cricket? 

What IS common to Hutton 
Compton and Bradman? 

Who presents the English County 
cricket championship trophy to the 
champion County and where? 
When did Sobers play cricket in 
Rhodesia? 


ANSWERS 


1 The Old Trafford Test of 1902 (July 
24-26) which Australia won by 3 
runs (Australia 299 and 86 
England 262 and 120) 

2 Leonard Hutton 

3 An easy catch 

4 Each of them has scored over a 
hundred hundreds in first class 
cricket 

5 The Duke of Edinburgh At 
Buckingham Palace 

6 In 1970 when he played in a 
double-wicket tournament in 
Salisbury 

RanHIGhoM 


1 Who says draws are always 
^ faonng? Sometimes they can be 
very interesting’indeed This 
happens when both adversaries 
are doing their best to win If both 
play perfectly, a draw may be the 
logical result 

Take this charming brevity for 
example Two super 
Grandmasters indulge in a 
bewildering tactical duel Black 
sacrifices his queen to force a 
draw by perpetual check, in the 
end 

A It is doubtful that either sides 
play can be improved So a IS 


move draw results but it’s most 
definitely not boring White Sax 
vs Black-Seirawan Pirc Defence 

I e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 NC3 g6 4 f4 
Bg7 5 Nf3 c5 This is the Austrian 
Attack which was a Fischer 
favourite Now if white goes 6 dc5 
Qa5 7 Bd3 (7 cd6 Nxe4 is good for 
black) Qxc5 gives a position akin 
to the Sicilian Dragon 

6Bb5 + Bd7 7 e5 Ng4 8 e0 This 
looks very strong as 8— Bxb5 9 
ef7+ Kxf7 10 Nxb5 leaves white 
with the advantage However 
black replied 8 -fe6' 

9 Ng5 BxbS 10 Nxe6 Bxd4' See 
Diagram this is really startling It 
IS also the only move as anything 
else loses out of hand 

II NxdS White has a lot of 
choices here 11 Nxd4 or 11 Qxg4 
are both met by 11 Bxd7 Really 
Interestiung is 11 NxbS Qa5+ 
Now it could go 12 Qd2 Bf24- 13 
Kdl Ne3 14 Ke2 Qxb5+ when 
black IS probably winning Or of 
course white could reply 12 c3 
Bf2+ 13Kd2Be3 l4Kc2Qa4+ 15 
Kbl Qe41- 16Qc2Qxc2-l- 17Kxc2 
Kd7 18 Nec7 Bxcl 19 Kxcl a6 20 
Nxa8 abS and black has a lot of 
compensation for his lost 
exchange Quite sensibly white 
avoids going into this maze and 
takes the queen 

11 —bf2 12 + Kd2 Be3+ Drawn 
by perpetual check 


Devangahu Dutta 
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you double the opponents at the 
part-score or game-level to stop 
them from bidding a slam that is a 
sure make The convention 
derives its name from the fact that 
you have to beat a cowardly 
retreat—like the ape—when 
counter-attacked with a redouble 
A couple of years back, 
Lowenthal innovated, in a 
tournament at New York, yet 
another new idea, the psychic 
Lighter double 
This was the hand with 
Lowenthal sitting East - 


Dealer South 


WEST 
4 984 
AKCM943 
' K75 

♦ 


BRIDGE 

John Lowenthal is not a 
well-known name m this part of 
the world but the American expert 
18 credited with some of the 
strangest innovations in bidding 
Many years ago, he proposed the 
stnpped-tail-ape double where 


NORTH 
^ AKQJ 6ST2 

'v — 

AJ 

<a Ajs 

EAST 

4 r 

toes 

s 10984T2 
4 942 

SOUTH 
♦ 10 
872 
06 

4 KQ10876T 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

14 31 74 OUa 

Pais pass 74 Dole 

All Pasi 

The first double was Lightner, a 
request for an unusual lead, 
generally indicating a void, 
against a freely-bid slam, a 
convention invented by the late 
Theodore Lightner one of the late 
Ely Culbertson a favourite 
partners Ofcouise here East had 
no void and seven clubs was cold 
Had Ixiwenthal gone off his head? 
No, as the denoumeiit was to 
show 

Lowenthal hail correctly judged 
that paitnci was void of clubs, 
that Noi th had long spades and 
that he (North) would think that 
East for his double, was void of 
spades and thei efore convert to 
seven spades Now Lowf^nthal, 
with the lead in his hand, doubled 
a seciind time and led a club 
North was a large, aggressive 
character He faced his cards and 
glared at West Snai ling, he said. 
If you are going to ruff this, I am 
going to ku k you ‘ 

West was small and nervous, with 
a strong sense of 
self preservation He produced a 
trump to beat the slam and or so 
the story goes, ran off from the 
table 

Santanu GhoM 
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KNOWING 
WHEN TO QUIT 

O NE day you’re at the top The next day 
you realise that you aren’t the same 
player or athlete you were Age and all 
Its drawbacks have caught up with you 
You’re not what you used to be ’The practice 
sessions that lasted a useful three hours now 
have to be extended to five hours to achieve the 
same results The actions that were once second 
nature to you now have to be thought about 
But even if an athlete recogmses all these 
omens, the decision to quit or retire is always a 
tough one There le always a feeling that you can 
be what you once were Maybe give things 
another try The temptation is great to carry on 
It takes guts to retire at the top 
How many sportsmen can you name who have 
retired when at the peak^ Bjorn Borg, Sunil 
Gavaskar, Greg Chappell. Don Bradman These 
are only a handftil, for qwtting when you can 
still be successful is a difficult thing to do 
Consider how great John McEnroe would have 
been considered had he quit in 1085 
But that IS not to say that those who hang on 
are not successful Take the case of Jimmy 
Connors At 37 years of age, he is still going 
strong Fifteen years after he won his first 
Wimbledon, he is still competiting and is ranked in 
the top ten 

People tend to look down on a Sunil Gavaskar 
who quit when he was at his peak But, m 
retrospect, it is clear that you need more guts and 
courage to give up a game in which you are the 
champion than to hang on and play till you 
tarnish the brilliant records that you have 
crested 

That IS the tragedy of most of the champion 
athletes of the present Their inability to quit at 
the right time The champion who does qmt at the 
right time achieves what the other champion’s 
don’t he becomes a champion in lus later life also. 


Irttit! W«r Hffetg 
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SportsworU 




How many times have you 
chucked the copy of this 
magazine away in disgust 
(read disagreement) with 
something that has appeard 
in our pages? Livid about an 
opinion one of our numerous 
experts have made. 

Or with a statement from 
one of the many superstars 
of contemporary sport? 

Well, from now on, don't 
just let the issue rest at your 
feet. Reach out for a sheet of 
paper and scribble off 
exactly what you feel. 
Legibly. 

Join the ever-growing 
debate on how sport should 
be. 

LEnERS TO BE ADDRESSED TO:- 

The Editor, 

Sportsworld, 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, 

Calcutta 700 001. 










KARL HEINZ RUMMENiGGE 

goodbye; 

One of the greatest footballers of the modem era calls it a 
day after successfully contributing to West German, 
Italian and Swiss football 





KarKKalle) 

Heinz Rummemg^ was 
m Italy playingr for 
Intemazionale, Milan he 
did a splendid Job * 
upfront and then 
decided to change 
colours Not that he 
didn t like Italy but he 
wanted a change just for 
the heck of it He had no 
problems with the local 
dialect and could speak 
it fluently 
However, 

Bummenigge too had 
uyury problems but 
certainly not expended 
at the age of 33 and so he 
showed eagerness to 
play in the Swiss 
League Initially, he 
didn't find the scope of a 
place smce the quota of 
'imports’ in the Swiss 
league was negligible 
Servette (the club in 
Oeneva) was interested 
in signing him and 
made a suggestion to the 
Swiss National League 
to raise the quota to i 

three ‘imports’ 
Rummemgge entered 
the scene and after some 
lean performances in 
Swiss soccer he made 
sure that Servette made 
headimes Since 
overcoming his iiyury 
problems the 95 times * 
capped, former West 
German star, burst mto 
form 

m the 3-3 draw with 


XamaxjRummeniggs 
did the spadework for 
teammate Bamert to 
score twice Sad once 
himself, inanawf^ 
encounter against 
Young JBqys of Berne he 
notpta^ up a hattrick * 
inside twelve minutes m 





|iliizuaie^» ft fiun^ aftme 
in the Bundesligft, he 
finlahed as top-socnar 
with ui gpali. And taft 
hihftttaffdi^Dotifm (tf . 
hfti^ i^nohs the five 
j^ftyi^ to aoeomplM) 
tbe'ddubie’of iShetbaileir 
^thi^yeftr a«4 tjte 
B^dftftUgft tc^>-eoorer lii 
theaaraefteaacm. (The 
otibeie to Achieve this 
wfts Uwe Seelsr, Qexd 
MtUler, Uwe Bahn and 
BudiVoller). 

Now be has caJled it a 
day-Hmd in style at the 
age at84. Hesooreda 
goal An-Servette in the 
final leagtie match to 
place himself as the 
top-scorer in toe Swiss 
Fhet Cfivision I,eague. 
Rummenigge wound up 
his illustrious career 
with Servette with 
twenty goals. 


Before flying to 
Mexico for the 1986 
World Cup, 

Rummenigge was a 
transformed man and he 
played a different style 
of soccer. 

He also wanted to 
know a lot of new 
people—and did succeed 
considerably. He was too 
busy while living in 
busy Munich, lushing 
from one appointment to 
lather, had to fulfil a 
Imt of advertisement 
contracts. Which also 
meant that he found 
precious little time for 
tus Aunijiy. 

RjummenlMe can 
toxnseli^any 
:new,pl^<|[uickly. Ifhe : 
' liked toe haunts of 
Munich he Mao liked an 
JiarDlatM village in toe 
gp^l^rppi^of ltoty „ 
ipnly.s^ ' 
knts llyeid)^i|^b»^: 




Rummenigge 
can adapt 
himself to any 
new place 
quickly. If he 
liked the haunts 
of Munich he 
also liked an 
isolated village 
in the northern 
part of Italy 
(where only 200 
inhabitants 
lived) where the 
local barber was 
one of his 
friends. He was 
A fan of 

Juventus Turin, 
and so people 
warned Kalle 
(Karl), “one of 
these days heTl 
cut all your hair 

■pffc' 


ofhisfr^iends. Hewasa 
fan of Juventus Turin, 
and so people warned 
Kalle (Km-l), “one of 
these days he’ll cut all 
your hair off.” During 
his assignment in the 
land of spaghetti. 
Rmnmenlgge had lost 
toe weight he acquired 
during the Espana '82. 

But he did enjoy 
himself when he stayed 
in the remote Italian 
village. If no dinner was 
prepared at home he 
would take his family, 
wife Martina and sons 
Andre and Roman, past 
the ghostly village 
cemetry to his usual 
haunt. Or the foursome 
would take a boat across 
the liftke Ccipo to the 
oppdmte bank, to play 
tcsmis and water ski. 

And if he wanted'a bit of 
Excitement he would . . 
drive to toe centre of 
; Blihm .which he had gpV ’ 



WestGermaa 
Rummenigge in aoUop 
against Ari^tina in the 
Mexico World Cup 

casual dresser. In 
Munich, he wore mostly 
sport clothes, in Italy he 
looked like a trend 
setter. But the greatest 
event for him was 
always a full 
San-Siro-Stadium. How 
much he loved to see the 
huge crowd—and on so 
many occasions. 

In no other European 
stadium did people show 
so much enthusiasm. 

His goals were 
celebrated With showers 
of confetti, smoke bombs 
and fireworks. Even if 
he wasn’t successful his 
fans used to rMnain in 
fixmt of the stadium for 
a long time to chS^ 
l^mmenig^. There . 
wasstimewhenpebi^. 
begftn.tosay that he : . 

''‘never ^regretted 
.'hebdming,an italUm”. 

fbfrlhaeinattm'.:i.'’' 











I P you are a regnxlar 
jopger like me, who 
jogs everytime my 
wife comments on the 
rolls of fat arotuid my 
stomach, you know 
gawkers. Gawkers stare 
or succer or make rude 
comments as you stride' 
by. 

1 pass lots of gawkers 
when 1 run. Since I wear 
shorts no matter how 
cold it gets. I'm used to 
people gawking at me. 
But this story is not ab¬ 
out a cold winter run. 
It's about my most 
gawked-at run, a run 
most gawked-at for good 
reason. 

At the time, 250 of us 
had just lost our Jobs 
when the local newspap¬ 
er suddenly closed 
down. It happened faster 
than Bruce Springsteen 
could sing "My home¬ 
town.” 

But being unemployed 
held one major advan¬ 
tage for me—-I could 
finally run during the 
day. One such day, with 



rain falling in torrents, I 
dedded to wait it out. I 
studied the shifts of 
showers, hoping for a 
break. But Noah could 
have floated his Ark be¬ 
fore this rain would 
stop. Still, I refused to 
give in, determined to 
run 5 miles. 

I suited up in my 
nylon shorts and mesh 
T-shirt, both fresh out of 
the dryer. Usually, I try 
not to sound like a com¬ 
mercial. but I couldn’t 
help noticing how 
lemonfi^sh my clothes 
smelled. So much so that 
my eyes watered. 

Bravely I tore off into 
the swell, getting 
soaked with the first few 
strides. A screaming 30 
mph head wind made 
the rain lean like the 
Tower of Pisa, driving 
milliQps of liquid dag¬ 
gers into my inade¬ 
quately protected body. 

The firat group of peo¬ 
ple 1 passed stood wait¬ 
ing at a bus stop. About 
lOof them huddled there. 


■r^d'XC' 
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and every single one 
gawked at me. A mkjor 
group gawk, a shook 
gawk, a hall-of-fame 
gawk. I doubt that if 
someone had pulled an 
Egyptian pyramid down 
the street it would have 
garnered any more 
attention. 

Everywhere I went, 
from every bus stop, 
from every car. from ev¬ 
ery window, they 
gawked. Everywhere. 

And the gaee of the 
gawk, if I can say so in 
mixed company, was 
aimed rather low. 

Finally, I took a look. 

My shorts were foam¬ 
ing rapidly. I had be¬ 
come a human washing 
machine in.the middle of 
the sudsing cycle. Bil¬ 
lions of bubbles 
(wouldn’t Carl Sagan 
love to say that?) mi¬ 
grated from my shorts 
down south along my 
legs. Try as I may, my 
wiping hands could 
hardly dispel even a 
fraction of them. 

In a valiant effort I 
sprinted toward my 
apartment, hoping the 
speed and rain might 
produce a rinse cycle. 
No such luck. As 1 
approached my apart¬ 
ment I heard laughing. 

It was me. 

I learned why I like 
running so much that 
day. Running is good 
clean fiin that seems to 
wash away the everyday 
blues. 

By the way. Tin not 
unemployed anyttiore.. I: 
got a good job, in part 
because of this whoU in¬ 
cident. I told this Story 
to the guy who int^ 
viewed me. Between the 
two <g us laughing, we 
used up almoet all the 
! interview tizne. .He had 
ohly enough JUbde tc^ 
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Workout with the Power Workout Avery 

physical shoe 

Tough Gutsy Powered with stamina With 
a double density polyurethane sole 
With a built-in heel stabilizer Padded collar 
and tongue Cushioned midsole Foam 
backed upper Available in a range of three 
exclusive colours 

Power Workout The shoe the pros get 
physical in The shoe that Power's them on 
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$ Available in selected markets at present 



YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 


FREE 



THE SPOHTSWORLD'MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sportsworld for a year and you will get free books of your 
choice from Marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year <52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you 

Following are the books you can choose from 



Any TWO for a yrar's sobscriptien 

Howzatt'f Cricket Cartoons Re 20 (actual pncs) 
ReHance book of on»<lay Intemallonal ci^et records Rs 45 
Ian Botham sports armuaf Rs 73 
Ttfiletennffi Harpld Myers Rs 36 
The story of squarUt Fte 86 

The Guardian book of sports lOK/83 Annual Rs ^ 
QolSwi QM tiM siRiy or ST Utha fW 35 


Tick off Ihe one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand draiVcheque m favour of Ananda Bazar Patnka Ltd, Calcutta 


Any ONE for aynnr’6 lubscription 

Boycott OonMoeeyRs290 
Vttay Merchai4 Rs 30 
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THE 

honeymoon 
18 finally 
over When 
Eons Becker 
first won 
Wimbledon 


17-year old, 
the stiff-upper lipped gentry of the All 
England Club allowed themselves an 
extrapintof Pimms—andasmile It was 
good that this refreshing kid had come 
along to put nauseous upstarts like John 
McEnroe in their place Here was a 
champion who epitomised everything the 
club stood for fair play, competitiveness 
and most important since it was the vital 
ingredient McEnroe lacked, reverence of 
age-old traditions 

But now, after two years away from the 
winner’s spotlight, the West German 
wunderkid has joined the blacklist with 
an outburst that has shocked the All 
England Club Obviously sparked by his 
scrapes with authority—Becker was 
refused entry into the Club when he 
forgot his Car Park Pass and then 
suffered the humiliating experience of a 
security guard preventing him ftom 
going on to the practice courts because 
he didn’t have his identity tag on—this 
blast has hit the Club with the velocity of 
' one of the West German’s first serves 

Becker was quoted by the Star as 
saying that Wimbledon must nd 
themselves of an outdated image, Becker 
insisted that once the tinselly wrappmg 
IS peeled off Wimbledon’s glamorous 
image, it is no longer a wonder 
tournament “Wimbledon has to move 
with the times What I am saying is the 
truth, the facts 1 am not criticising to 
hurt Wimbledon but to make points m a 
positive way,” he said while dehvermg 
one of his punchiest smashes ever 

And it’s not just his own problems that 
Becker’s bothered about straightemng 
out Speakmg about the clear-cut 
distmction that is enforced by the All 
England Club—something they do m 
every walk of life, considering the 
British temus writers reporting this 
event are given a seperate room from the 









BECKER S BLASTING OF WIMBLEDON 


THEY’LL SAY WE ARE NOT TO 
WEAR BLUE UNDERPANTS” 


Boris Bedfcgg^oo M trowarato lBtetH ittttilBlw BbrttHglil 


foreign counterparts—Becker said 
"Sometimes the players are not treated as 
they should be The two-tier class system 
f applies Some players are in one locker 
room, some in another ” He is obviously 
referring to the No 1 dressing room 
where all the big shots— including 
himself—go and the No 2 dressing room 
where the lesser mortals scurry about, 
almost stepping on each other’s toes 

“It’s not fair on the other guys,’ Becker 
went on, “It’s all right for me, but the 
committee and the Club have the power to 
do what they want ’ And then, in a very 
clever move which will have the player 
support behind him, he added, “Let's face 
It, players are the same whether they are 
ranked No 1 or 100 ’ Yeah, let’s see what 
Ivan Lendl has to say about that Boris 

But there is sense in what Becker says 
, Warning that the whole rigmarole was 
taking on the proportions of a joke he 
said, “Next they will say we are not 
allowed to wear blue underpants'” 
Obviously miffed by the predominantly 
white dress code that still applies to 
Wimbledon Judging by his own shirt, 
Becker seems to be pushing the limits to 
the very extreme 

Becker also apparently spoke out about 
the lack of facilities offered to a player’s 
entourage While courtesy cars are 
provided for the players themselves, 
picking them up whenever they want 
from wherever they want, Becker is 
upset about the lack of transport 
arrangements for coaches and helpers 
“There are no shuttle bus services for 
players’ coaches and helpers”, he said 
while going on to add that most other 
tournament provided these very basic 
facihties 

And he probably got a standing ovation 
from a certain gentleman by the name of 
John Patrick McEnroe when he 
concluded by saying, “Wimbledon has to 
move with the times ’’ 

As expected the All England Club took 
offence In their own typical way they 
announced that th^ would seek a 


meeting with Becker to sort out the 
situation The Chairman of the Club Mr 
Buzzer Hadmgham tried to defuse the 
situation in an informal chat with Becker 
prior to his second round game against 
Matuzewski 

T know Mr Hadmgham wanted to 
speak to the young man very much He 
admires him as a sportsman and is very 
concerned at any player who is unhappy 
at the tournament ’ a Club spokeman 
said j 

Becker tried to pass it off saying it was 
much ado about nothing and that ‘it was 
raining and nobody had anything to 
write about 

However, the general opinion that did 
the rounds at the All England lawns was 
Becker, perhaps in a fit of frustration 
and anger, had indeed said much of what 
had appeared in the tabloid Even more 
mteresting is the opinion that what 
Becker said was perhaps true 
Wimbledon was indeed losing a lot of 
charm for players and spectators 

Perhaps to prove a point Becker 
switched into a sporty blue and white 
shirt between sets of his victory over 
Matuszewski when the Wimbledon rules 
state that "Players are requested to wear 
predominantly white clothing " 

I V ileep Paul, Wimbledon 


ECKE- 
R 

insiste- 
dthat 
once the 
tinselly 
wrapping is 
peeled on 
Wimbledon’s 
glamorous 
image, it is not 
longer a 
wonder 
tournament. 
Wimbl^on 
has to move 
with the times. 
What I am 
sa 3 dng is the 
truth, the 
facts. 








MICHAEL CHANG 


n 

awimm- 

ing, 

18-year 
-old 
girls, 
are 
called 
Vetera¬ 
ns, oldies In 
gymnastics, the 
presence of such small 
children so unnerved 
committees that an age 
limit was finally 
prescribed Women’s 
tennis with 
15- year—old Monica 
Seles who has a larger 
grunt than even Jimmy 
Connors is also going 
out of control But even 
in men’s tennis the age 
of first time Grand Slam 
champions has been 
receding gradually 
Donald Budge won his 
first Grand Slam title at 
22 Borg at 19 And 
Becker at 17 And the 
key word in Becker s 
1985 Wimbledon victory 
was Boy Champion But 
with the boy from 
Leimen at least there 
was a visual assurance, 
a sort of explanation for 
his precocious win He 
was a tall strapping lad 
blessed with generous 
helpings of muscle and 
energy With a service 
forged in Satan’s 
workshop, so devilish it 
was, and tossing his 
mane of blond hair. 
Becker had a champion’s 
aura 

But now he has been 
usurped by a tiny little 
fellow, who veteran 
opponent Bill Scanlon 
described as coming 
‘just to about there’ 
Michael Chang, French 
open champion, also 17, 
but for devourers of 
statistics, a few months 
TO^ger than Becker 

this Chang can be 
confusing Apart 
m using an oversized 








racket nearly as tall or 
small as him, he has a 
face which m 
anthropohgical terms 
would be termed 
‘oriental’ There are adso 
more Changs in the 
Chmese directory than 
perhaps the whole 
population of the USA 
Yet Michael is a citizen 
of a huge democracy, is 
a born- again Christian 
who believes all his wins 
ire God’s work, insists 
that he be referred to as 
American and speaks 
with a well known nasal 
twang to reinforce that 
He IS also charming and 
modest When 
questioned if his life had 
changed after winning 
the French, he said, or 
should I say drawled, 
‘No, maybe I’m just a 
little richer But life has 
changed for the boy 
from Placenta Like 
swimmer Janet Evans 
who also lives there, 
Chang has been beseiged 
by the media, who are 
also indirectly 
responsible through 
greater exposure of 
manufacturing a larger 
fan following Fora 
17—year—old having 
veteran pressmen and 
umpteen TV companies 
clamouring for 
interviews can be 
unnerving And Chang 
spoke about what he 
thought when he was 
even younger ‘When 
you are a little kid you 
never see the media part 
of it The only thing you 
hear is that the press 
can be very hard on you 
and that’s it, the rest you 
just see the tennis and 
the great shots and the 
victories and losses 
really I think that when 
I was a little kid you 
know, you never think 
about having to do a 
press conference or 
anythmg like that ’ 






CHANG TOOK QUININE TO WIN 
FRENCH FINAL 
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The other amazing 
aspect 18 the 
transference of 
personality when on 
court, and when off it, 
and when losing or 
winning Chang on 
court, at the French, 
played with all the 
assurance and 
intelligence and 
composure of a much 
older and experienced 
player That is his game 
But what happens to the 
little boy when 
something awesome like 
winning a Grand Slam 
happens’^ 

"It’s a kind of 
reaction ’hesays, 

“when you win it then 
Its like you can t hold a 
smile back It's that typo 
of feeling And it’s I 
don’t know, it’s just a 


“Ifsakindof 
reaction when you 
win it then it’s like 
you can’t hold a smile 
back...Butthenaiiof 
a sudden the French 
and ail of a sodden I 
win and I’m, you 
know, going crazy...". 

Chang 


gieat excitement that 
goes through you And I 
think me being the way I 
am, you know, 
sometimes 1 would think 
about it, if I did win a 
Grand Slam, and I just 
sort of start to have a 
straight face and just 
walk up and shake 
hands, but then all of a 
sudden the French and 
all of a sudden I win and 
1 m, you know, going | 
crazy and I think about 
it and it’s It’s just the 
excitement you know 
It’s just really hard to 
hold back ’ 

And when Chang 
threw up his hands at 









the French and flashed 
that beauteous smile it 
became apparent that 
the man had won but the 
boy was savounng the 
victory. 

But in tennis, with 
everything and 
everyone in rapid 
transit, the French, as 
Chang IS beginning to 


realise, is becoming in 
many ways a trite 
irrelevant. That was two 
weeks ago on clay. This 
was now, on grass and 
the equipment and 
mechanics that worked 
there do not work here. 
The sense of 
accomplishment with 
winning there, having 


added a first notch to his 
racket has spurred 
Chang onto serious 
achievements on grass. 
He will not win this 
year, maybe more 
because he is agood 
Christian who doesn’t 
want John McEnroe to 
sin by dropping his 
shorts on Centre Court 


(that incidentally is 
what McEnroe said he 
would do if Chang won 
here). He will probably 
not even win next year. 

Chang has suddenly 
seen a new light, and is 
unsure whether he 
himself must come up 
more. Okay. Wimbledon 
is for the serve and 


INTRODUCING NICHOLAS PEREIRA 

THE CALIPH OF CARACAS’ 



Pwrelnlsbyiio 
imasure attracting 
attantion merely because 
oinis iispireopenonnance 
egainstiv^ no. 1 Ivan Lend in 
tMr first round fivesetfeast 
Periniisnot since 1983 when 

e n Gdbeig won the junior 
I Slam, has a junior player 
aoumoucnauie 


I T is probable that in a couple of years ftom now people will not 
baulk When asked who The Caliph of Caracas’ isTCaraoas, situated 
in the north of Venezuala, is where one of the world’s more 
precociously gifted tennis players now resides. His name, Nicholas 
Pereira. Born actually In Salto, Venezuala on December 29, 1970, 
Periera is by no measure attracting attention merely because of his 
inspired performance against world no. 1 Ivan Lmidl in their first 
round five set feast. No. Nicholas Periera has way back from 1984, 
gradually first and then with greater momentum, displayed that he 
is a player of impressive pedigree. 

In 1984 he won the under 14 Orange Bowl, an America based 
highly prestigious Junior tournament for numerous categories. 
Through 1986 and 1987 he was first under 16 and then under 18 
South American champion. And in 1988, he was quite ready for the 
world. Skipping the Australian to play a Venezuelan tourney, 
Pereira returned for the other three grand slams, winning all the 
jxmior tournaments with consummate ease. He added to this, victor¬ 
ies in the JAL and Surbiton cups, amassing at the end of the year 
nearly double the amount of points his closest challenger Guillulame 
Raoux of France had. One pertinent fact perfectly illustrates his 
domination: he lost just one match in the juniors in that whole year. 
Perhaps not since 1983, when Stefan Edberg won the Jimior Grand 
Slam, has a player been so lutouchable. No doubt Agassi and Change 
both in his age group, were already inducted into the senior league, 
but on the men'stour Periera’s ranking has lurched from 161 in 1988 
to 114. 

His match against Lendl, where he not only matched the Czech but 
often outstripped him in power and shotmaking prowess, confirmed 
that Periera luul been marked for higher glory. 

With a sort of brownish blond hairdo and stocky, jusi: missipg 
chtmky build. Pereira is stamped with all the tr^mnarks of a 
modern player 

His serve, a fine mix of a whippy and snap motion, is snaky and, 
like a frisbee hit by a hurrioane,can swerve menacingly out of reach. 
A textbookish punched volley had Lendl dcdng imitiations of statues 
and his ground strokes, off both flanks are wicked enough to be 
given respect. And all these sfrokes are delivered under an lunbrdila 
^ excellent temperament. Feriera doea not waver, displaying com¬ 
plete control always, even when in trouble. It the common cliche of 
court no 1 iServes existed, they lay with Lendl and not him. 

It would not be incorrect to say that if Periera had n more softtf 
first round opponent, he would have honed his game to a mudb finer 
cutting edge fo further rounds. 

At 18 he has much time. His reputation now has an added notch. 
His game must now outstrip it. 





volleyers, but then you 
look at some of the 
winners. You look at 
Borg', you look at 
Connors and then all of a 
sudden you don’t know 
what to think anymore. 
So I think it depends on 
how good you are. Borg 
himself was a great 
player. Actually I was 
trying to get a tape of 
him playing, because of 
all the winners here at 
Wimbledon his game is 
closest to mine. So I was 
trying to get a tape to 
see what made him so 
good on grass’. 

To that question 
comes an answer from 
Bill Scanlon, Chang’s 
first round opponent, 
who was around in 
Borg's time. Tf you go 
back and look they 
(Chang and Bofg) are 
very different. Borg was 
a very offensive player. 

He used a big serve, an 
offensive serve. He had 
good passing shots and 
good returns, but he had 
the offence that Michael 
doesn’t liave. But don’t 
forget this kid is 17‘. 

Scanlon forgot to add 
that Borg was also a 
highly competent 
volleyer, very adept at 
finishing moves he 
initiated. Chang 
undoubtedly has 
digested this wisdom 
and will return one day 
with better weapons. 

One of the primary 
issues, absolutely alien 
to the public, is peer 
approval on the circuit. 

It is a well known fact 
that circuit regulai's are 
wary and irritated by 
flashy new boys, who 
have no regard for court 
and locker room 
decorum. Flirt with the 
crowd, behave like an 
ass, scream after each 
winner, punch your 
fists.. .if a newcomer 
does all this when 
playing an oldie, then 


FAMILY CHANG’ MADE MICHAEL 


L ast year 
Hficha^ 
Changask 
rookie on the 
men's pro tour, 
earned $ 153,553 in 
prize money in his 
first year and by 
December was ranked 
number 30. Nine 
months earlier, the 
morning after having 
four wisdom teeth 
pulled out, the former 
honours student seed 
a high school 
proficiency test and 
earned his diploma 
two yeaxB ahead of his 
class. 

He once considered 
becoming an 
oceanographer, but 
he gets 

seasick—which is one 
reason he favours 
lake to deep-sea 
fishing. 

His father Joe 
Chang was born in 
China, went to 
Taiwan in 1948 and 
then went to the US in 
1966 at the age of 22, 
for grraduate studies 
in chemistry. He met 
his wife Betty on a 
blind date-The 
daughter of a 
Yale-educated career 
diplomat, she had 
gone to America from 
Taiwan in 1957 at age 
13. She is also a 
chemist with a degree 
in medical 
technology. 


he’s disrespectful, a 
twerp. (Agassi nearly 
fits this for his peers). 

After the French 
where he manhandled 
all his seniors, Chang, 
despite his stoical 
demeanour, is regarded 
with suspicion. As 
Scanlon said, ‘I do not 
know too much as I 
haven’t that much 


•?Ws tiy toobmtdne 
' the best qualities of 
eastern and western, 
ouitures.” sasrs Betty 
who is hersebf an 
interesting mtx of 
traditional and Uber^ 
valtMs. "Being 
Chinese we have 
respect for parents 
and elders and think 
it important to be 
polite. The Western 
way is to be more 
frank, honest, 
open—not to hide so 
much of your 
feelings. We try to 
blend the two.” 

Joe however is 
more reserved, like 
Michael. Betty is 
more outgoing like 
their elder son Carl, 
now attending the 
Uni'versityof 
California at Berkeley 
on a tennis 
scholarship. 

Betty gave up her 
Job and began 
travelling to 
tournaments with 
Chang in 1987. She is 
organiser, travel 
agent, road manager, 
chef mid confidant. 
She does the 
laimdary, cooks 
Chang’s favourite 
meals (Chinese 
dumplings and 
pasta), oversees 
transportation and 
practises and 
provides silent 
encouragement from 


locker room talk about 
him. It has only been 
two weeks and he hasn’t 
been around the 
tournaments. They 
think he played well. 
The jury is still out on 
him. .he has oiUy been 
around for a year. He is 
obviously very good. To 
proclaim him any good 
at all, the guys don’t do 


thSbtands. 

"If Michael had to 
take care of all the 
things I do, he is 
quite capable of doing 
it, but it is lonely on 
the tour," Betty says. 
"We do things 
together, go out to 
dinner or a movie, do 
a little sightseeing. 1 
try to make the trips 
seem shorter and do 
all the things off the 
court so that Michael 
only has to worry 
about tennis. 

Actually my husband 
was the one who 
stiggested that I 
travel. It is a big 
sacrifice for him, 
because he is home 
alone, but it is worth 
it.” 

The Changs have 
always been a close 
family. They started 
playing tennis on 
public courts, 
packing a picnic 
basket and going 
fishing afterwards. 
They always stressed 
oommimication, and 
still make major 
decisions (like 
whether Michael 
should have played 
Davis Cup or not) in 
family counsels in 
which all members 
have an equal say. 

‘’Growing up in the 
Chang atmosphere 
made me what I am," 
says Michael. 


that. We kind 

of.. .everybody wants to 

see, everybody wants to 

wait and see what 

happens’. 

With one passing look 
at Michael Chang’s 
potential, Wimbledon or 
no Wimbledon, It will 
not be a long wait for 
sure. 

Rohft Brijnatti, WimMedon 



WHAT MCENROE’S OPPONENTS FEEL ABOUT HIS ANTICS! 


Q: John In the first set 
of your singles match 
today McEnroe gets out 
to a fast start, then you 
start to come bach. You 
find a nice rhythm on 
your serve and you’re 
really coming right back 
into the match, 4-3 he 
starts up his antics Can 
you tell us how you felt 
and what was 
happening at that stage? 

A Well. I have to show 
some sort of decorum 
here, but it’s difficult 
You play that guy and 
he gets away with it time 
and time again And if I 
said what 1 really felt. I’d 
get myself into trouble 


Sec, the unfortunate 
part is that you play 
this guy (once in a 
while) and players are 
not used to dealing 
with this. You know 
most of the time 
they’re playing 
decent, respectable 
opposition and 
not used to dealing 
with this sort of 
gamesmanship 

John Fitzq»r»ld 


And you know that and I 
know that But, you 
know, all I can really say 
IS that a leopard doesn’t 
change his spots, you 
know, once like that 
always like that He tries 
to let everyone believe 
that he’s changed his 
ways, but that’s 
ridiculous And what 
surprises me is that — 
ril never understand 
this as long as I play the 
game — that I thmk two 


of the most 
knowledgeable 
countries in tennis, the 
spectators, England and 
Australia, I’ve played 
him in both places in the 
last SIX months, and 
they still support the 
guy I just — for the life 
of me — never 
understand that You 


understand why the 
public support the guy 

Did it break up your 
rhythm as completely as 
it seemed? 

Well, I thmk he hit a 
couple of good shots 
there I had 40/15 in that 
game, 4 3 and had a 
couple of good shots, but 

Tommy Hnd(*y 



know, I know he’s a 
great player and he’s 
talented, but 1 thmk if 
you love the game and 
you want what’s right 
for the game, you know, 
someone who gets away 
with all this, I just don't 


John Fitzgerald 

he held the game up for I 
don’t know how long 


D geis away \ 

Ijustdon’t a\ 




And not only that, but 
he abuses his opponent, 
you know, to start with, 
he abuses the umpire 
and he makes everybody 
wait And, yeah, the 
pressure builds up See, 
the unfortunate thing is 
that you play this guy 
once every few months 
maybe or once every 
year and players are not 
used to dealing with 
this You know, most of 
the time they’re playing 
decent, respectable 
opposition and they’re 
not used to dealing with 
this SOI t of it s a type 
of gamesmanship And 
look gamesmanship’s 
fine, but when it s 
handled like he handles 
it it’s not correct And 
you play a guy like this 
and you’re not used to 
the situation He uses it 
constantly He does it 
whenever he gets tight 
or m trouble he uses it 
every time, whether 
there s something 
wrong or not, he makes 
something up — the 
balls are not round oY 
something, which didn’t 
happen today He 11 use 
that, or anything 

Could you hear the 
ticking noise that he — 
(McEnroe objected to a 
noise from the Cooler at 
the side of the court). 

I heard it once 

You heard it onoe. 

Yeah, I did hear it 
once Quite a while after 
he mentioned it 

Does he cheat then, 
John? 

I’m not going to say 
he's a cheat. I’m not 
going to say that 

You talk about 
gamesmanship and so 
on. does he— 





n LI /*TTi 





—John alter lo!^'ng 3-b. t50 4-6.4 GloJohn McF;n>o*'3 July 1339, VVnnbiedon 


I don’t think that's up 
to me to say I can't say 
that But you could Do 
you I'ead that into it, you 
know 

John, that’s a natural 
reaction firom what you 
say I know you’re 
^ trying to be diplomatic 

^ Well I’ve got to be 
diplomatic leant 
accuse — I’m not 
accusing the guy of 
cheating, no But 

Has he tried to take 
you out of your game, 
try to get you to yell 
back? 

Anything to put the 
opposition off, mate It’s 
as simple as that 

Hcw uo you therefore 
read what happened in 
the second set, John? 

I thought he had a 
^ problem with his back m 
I the second set I don't 

know what you guys 
thought, but it looked to 
me like his back was 
hurting a bit When he 
was serving and also 
when he hit a smash at 
3/0 to me, his serve 0/15 
I hit a top spin lob, he 
went back to smash it 
and hit it long and it 
looked like he was 
hurting 

You say he abused 

# you, John. What did he 
say to you? 

Well, I showed him the 
balls, the new balls, 
which IS, you know, it’s 
an unwritten rule of 
courtesy I showed the 
guy and I hit the first 
serve and he missed the 
return and he accused 
me of not showing them 
to him But in a very 
aggressive manner It’s i 

* not as if he said, "Oh”, — | 


you know, he’s not 
saying, “Heck, you 
should have showed me 
the balls, John”, the guy 
IS extremely aggressive 
Then I said to Budie — I 
said, “Look I showed 
you the balls ' I said to 
Rudie Berger, the 
umpire, I said, ‘You saw 
me show them, didn’t 


you*;*'’He said, "Yes” I 
showed the guy the 
balls 

Did he swear at you? 
When you say 
aggressive... 

I’m not sure I 
honestly am not sure 
John, would the game 
be better off without 
him, in your opinion? 
Well, I don’t know 
If you were a Czar of 
tennis, if there ever was 
one, how would you 


discipline McEnroe? 

You know, 1 think it’s 
unfortunate I'm not 
sure how I would 
discipline him But there 
has to — I think there 
should be stronger 
measures But. see, the 
rules of the game, I 
think are, “well obeyed” 


IS not the right word I 
don’t think, but most of 
the guys adhere to the 
rules pretty well, you 
know, and the best man 
normally wins, you see 
But if you look at 
McEnroe’s lecord you’ll 
find— like that period 
when Lendl started 
getting on top oi him, he 
got used to playing him 
— in my opinion he got 
used to playing the guy 
so many times that he 


got used to all this 
rubbish and got on top 
of him I think he had a 
streak of about seven ill 
a row at one stage 
several years ago And 
maybe you get used to it 
if you play him a lot But 
if you don’t play him a 
lot, you come out in a big 
match, he’s going to use 
it, you’re not used to 
that situation, there’s no 
way you can prepare 
yourself for that I’m not 
sure how I would 
discipline him But he’s 
playing guys that I 
think have credibility 
and decency, like the 
four guys that he’s 
played already in this 


“Gamesmanship’s lint, 
but when he handles it 
the way he does, it’s 
not correct. He uses it 
constantly. He uses it 
whenever he gets 
tight or is in 
trouble...whether 
there’s something 
wrong or not, he 
makes somelhing 
up—the balls are not 
round....” 

John FiL!geraid 


tournament Decent 
sportsmen, they’re out, 
their trying their 
hardest, doing their 
best, and he’s just going 
on with all this 
ridiculous nonsense 

How much of a 
conflict is there — 
between saying, “Fm not 
going to get sucked into 
this. Fm not going to let 
him put me off my 
game”, and at the same 
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“You'll find that quite 
a number of players 
arc not happy with the 
way he gets away with 
everything, because 
he’s doing it against 
them,...It’s pretty 
tough to respect a guy 
like that.” 

John FiUgerald 


time wanting to uphold 
what you think is 
sportsmanship and 
right? 

Well, you know, when 
yoxi don’t initiate the 
problem I think 1 
believe that you have to 
stand up foi 

yourself otherwise lie s 
just going to walk all 
over you I mean lie 
doesn’t eai e who he’s 
pliiying Ro 1 feel like 
you know, 1 think at 
least you vo got to stand 
up fot yourself 

Booause whether you 
stand up foi youtself oi 
walk ai ound the baek i >f 
the coui 1 for five 
minutes while he's 
talking to the umpire, 
it’s not really a 
difference You know, 
you’re still held up, the 
rhythm of the game is 
stopjaHl J le’s a master at 
that He comes out and 
inevitalily he plays a 
good point He's got it 
down to a fi iie ait He 11 
play a good part when 
you resume And, you 
know, he just intei i upts 
the rhythm 

Why does he get away 
with it, John? Is that 
because umpires 
perhaps are terrified 
when they take a 
McEnroe match that he 
is going to explode? 

I couldn’t say that 
about the professional 
umpires I think the 
profjgs’iinal umpires 
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that are travelling the 
tour at the moment are 
awfully good, in my 
opinion And one of 
them was on the ehair 
today Heg.avehima 
warning at one stage 1 
think possibly the 
unipii'es that are not 
used to dealing with him 
as much have more 
problems, maybe* but 
that’s inevitable, they 
don’t do him as many 
times as the pi ofessional 
umpires It s like the 
players playing against 
him moieoften You 
know, I certainly think 
he deserved the warning 
he got, bu t, you know, 
the damage is done 

Has he got away with 
too much and does he 
get away with too much? 

Ab.solutely, I think 
Yeah 

Do you think the 
people that run the 
game higher up past the 
umpires are weak with 
not dealing with 
McEnroe, putting a stop 
to his antics'^ 

May lie they should 
bring m much tougher 
penalties lor a guy like 
that He says he’s 
unfairly dealt with all 
the tune but that s 
rubbish I mean the 
guy’s got away with 
this all thiough his 
caiwr And he s done it 
and he said he s 
changed, he s exactly 
the same ds he over was 
There’s no exi'use for it 
The rules aren’t such 
that they can, you know, 
clamp down on the gny 
They should deal with 
him in a tougher 
manner 

Suspended do you 
think? 

Well, I don’t 

implement the rules, but 
maybe Maybe, I’m not 
suie I’m not sure how to 
doit That's really not — 


you know, The guys 
that set the rules, 
they’re the ones that 
probably should answer 
for that, I think But like 
I say, 95 per cent — 98 
per cent of the players 
are reasonable enough 
sportsmen or 
gentlemen, or whatever 
you want to say, so that 
the rules suffice 

What would be your 
feeling if on Sunday he’s 
standing there lifting 
the trophy over his 
head? 

I won’t be watching 


But if any of the other 
seven gpiys in the 
quarters do it I’ll be very 
happy for them 

Did you know going 
into the game this could 
happen, John? 

Oh, of course Of 
course 

So you dread playing 
him not because he’s n 
great tennis player but 
because you’re oomlng 
up against this** 

Sure he's a great 
tennis player But I don’t 
know that I dreaded 
playing him because of 




that, but it’s something 
you always know you're 
going to have to deal 
with when you go onto 
the court with the guy 

You're a pretty 
level-headed, 
mild-mannered type of 
ohap. 

Most of the time 

Do you think there 
oould come a time when 
someone oould go to the 
4 net and bop him one? I 

mean is it going to get 
to . 

What do you think‘s 


Can jrou Just sura up 
for us your feelings, 
whether you’re 
outraged, disgusted, 
angrry, and whether the 
other players share that 
view. 

Well, I’mjust and 
whether the other 
players what, mate’ 

Whether the other 
players In the looker 
room share that view. 

I think you’d find-I’m 
not going to speak for 
all of the players, but I 
think you’ll find there’s 



quite a number of 
players that, you know, 
are not happy with how 
he gets away with 
everything, because he’s 
doing it against them I 
mean I don’t mind 
playmg Mats or Ivan or 
someone like that, 
they’re great 
competitors If they beat 
you fair and square, too 
good, no problem But I 
thmk it rubs the wrong 
way when the guy - and 
the worst thing is when 
you lose to him you don’t 
want to sound like you 
got sour grapes, because 
- you know, I played 
pretty well this 
tournament and, you 
know, like 1 said, if I 
play the majority of the 
other guys and they beat 
you fair and squaie 
fine You know, I don’t 
know how to sum up my 
feelings It’spietty 
tough to ” it’s pretty 
tough to respect a guy 
like that. I think 

Is it fair to say that if - 
1 know you didn’t want 
to use the word “cheat”, 
but is it fair to say he 
didn’t actually cheat he 
took the rules right to 
the very line? 

Well, I’ve never quoted 
at all tha t he’s a cheat I 
want you to understand 
that 

That’s what I’m 
saying. 

Well, of course, he 
stretches the rules to the 
limit, absolute limit 

Why should we accuse 
you of sour grapes, I 
mean you lost 1-31 

You know. I’m 
disappointed I’ve lost 
It’s Wimbledon Forme 
it’s the biggest and best 
tournament in the 
world, most important, 
the one I’ve always 
dreamt of doing well at 
But yeah, it’s - look, I 
know myself I know 
myself I know it’s not 
sour grapes within 


“Well, I’ve go to be 
diplomatic. 1 can’t 
accuse... I’m not 
accusing the guy of 
cheating, no. 

But.Anything to put 

the opposition off 
mate. It’s as simple as 
that.” 

John Fit.'geraW 


myself But, you know, 
it’s probably going to 
sound like it a little bit to 
other people I hope it 
doesn’t I hope you guys 
write it the correct way 
that I’d like to see it 
written 

Fitzy, do you think his 
antics ultimately cost 
you the match? 

I’m not saying that, 
mate I’m not saying I 
would have beaten the 
guy I don’t know But I 
was - you know, I was 
on even keel virtually in 
the first set, I won the 
second He played some 
good stuff in the third 
and the fourth 

Were you willing to 
shake his hand at the 
end? You didn’t walk off 
with him. 

Well, you know, 
you’ve to shake hands 
with the guy, don’t you 
I’d look like a goose if I 
didn’t 

Fitzy, do you believe 
him, he said he didn’t 
know the rules. Do you 
believe that? 

What rule’s that*? That 
he had to shake my 
hand’^ 

That he had 30 
seconds to receive. 

He thought he had 30 
seconds to receive’ 

Mate, if he didn’t know 
that He’s been 
around how many 
years’ I just hope you 
guys can do some justice 
to the game of tennis 
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THE WHOLE STORY OF THE LENDL-BORDES AFFAIR 
WHEW McENBOE ACTUAUY DBOPPED HIS SHOBTSI 
PAT CASH TAKES UP THE CUITAR 


PLAYERS RENT WIMBLEDON HOUSES 


O NE normally envies the folks staying bang 
next to the venue of a great sporting event 
After all, aren’t they the lucky ones’ All 
they have to do is step out of the front door and 
they’re there Except that the people staying 
within walking distance of the All England Club 
went one better Deciding that their bank 
accounts were more important than a couple of 
weeks of tennis, they went on holidays renting 
their homes to players who wanted to set up camp 
as close to the club as possible 
Ivan Ijendl rented an elegant Edwardian house 
at a weekly rent of tSOOO- -compare that to the 
normal rent of £300/£350 charged for the other 
50 weeks —while Martina Navratilova and Steffi 
Graf also rented houses But Chris Evei t went 
one better, buying one for £300,000 
As for the All England Club’s neighbours, looks 
like their motto is take the money and run* 


CASH SINGS A DIFFERENT TUNE 


G uess what Pat cash the men’s singles 
champion here just two years ago—was 
doing while the top players of the world 
stretch every muscles and smew in their body to 
win the ultimate trophy m the circuit’ He was 
hosting charity bashes at London's Hard Rock 
Cafe, and having a lot of fun Last we heard he’d 
ditched racket for guitar as he joined Iron Maiden 
stars Adrian Smith and Bruce Dickinson on stage 
while ex-rolling stone Keith Richards clapped m 
appreciation from the dance floor Maybe Cash’s 
after a grammy now’ 


THE NAPPY BRIGADE 


W E know things have been getting 

younger and younger on the tenms 
circuit Why, the new bunch of teenage 
players to hit the women’s circuit have even been 
branded the ‘Nappy Brigade’ But this one 
incident at Wimbledon really took the cake 
John McEnroe was going through his regular 
head-scratohing. eye-rolling, face scowhng 
routine that he normally welcomes member of the 
press with, when the official announced the press 
interview officially open And the first question 
fired at McEnroe was from the reporter from the 
children’s newspaper Early !Dmes Annabel Short, 
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who IS just 12 years old 
But full marks to McEnroe for the way he 
handled it Glancing around the room first to 
make sure this wasn’t yet another set-up by the 
tabloid guys, McEnroe played along, answering 
all Annabel’s questions with the seriousness he 
normally affords the big guns of the 
tenms-wnting brigade 


WHEN McENROE DROPPED HIS 
SHORTS! 


T he tabloid press here are just too much 
Readers who picked up the July 4 issue of 
The Sun had some more picking up to 
do their jaws There, on the back page, was 
John McEnroe exultingjn typical style with both 
arms held up in the air Only, his shorts were 
around his ankles and he’d forgotten to wear his 
jockey shorts 

Much as we malign the superbrat, this black 
and white photograph was obviously the product 
of some dark room lugglery which was aimed at 
McEnroe’s claim that he would drop his shorts on 

centre court if Michael 
Chang reached the final of 
Wimbledon this year Since 
Mayotte saved McEnroe the 
effort by beating Chai^, The 
Sun’s staff thought they’d 
show their readers what 
things could have been 
Well, if you’re a regular 
tabloid reader, even 
this shouldn’t make you 
turn a hair 


INDIANA JONES AND EDBERG 


O VER 30,000 people flock to see their 
heroes at Wimbledon each day- 
one would have thought the tennis players 
are quite content to bask in this fame and 
adulation 

But no After completmg their matches, and 
thnlhng their fans in the process, these 
superstars go out to see their heroes Seen at a 
Central London movie theatre were Stefan 
Edberg and a few of his Swedish fellow-players as 
they took time off from tennis to watch their 
heroes Harnson Ford and Sean Connery m the 
latest Indiana Jones adventure, ’The Last Crusade’ 








P AMELLA Bordes haa been linked in 
many ways to all and sundry But the 
Daily Mail has added to the list of 
Bordes’conquests.Ivan Lendl Yes 
believe it or not but here’s what the 
tabloid had to say: The 

Chechoslovakian-bom tennis aoe, ranked the 
world’s number one player, was plunged in to 
bleak despair as his blinding obsession with the 
former Miss India started to wreck his game 
Aids felt helpless watching Ivan Lendl’s tennis 
skill wither while the hold of I^unella Bordes over 
him grew During their five-month relationship, 
she ran up charges totalling nearly E250.000 
(about Rs 67.5 lakh) on his gold and platinum 
credit cards, spending £26,000 (over Ra 7 lakh) 
on erotic lingerie alone The crunch came when 
she tried to buy a Porsche worth £40,000 (about 
11 lakh) with the tennis star’s money while he 
was touring the championship circuit. 

Pamella Bordes's stranglehold on Lendl has 
been revealed by Oeorge Mendoza, the man hired 
to ghost-write the tennis star's autobiography 
and the author of his techmcal book, Hitting Hot. 
For two years, Mendoza was part of Lendl’s 
entourage and privy to his innermost secrets He 
has disclosed how the 27-year-old former Miss 
India was first spotted by one of Lendl’s 
entourage while she was working behind the 
cosmetics counter of Bloomlngdales, the reputed 
New York department store. “How would you like 
to meet the world’s number-one tenms 
sensation^’’ Lendl’s team member asked in a bold, 
direct approach Harbouring dreams of cover-girl 
stardom and screen fame in America, Ms Bordes 
needed no persuading 
For Lendl—who was 29 years old at the 
tune—the meeting heralded his initiation into the 
finer arts of eroticism And a descent into the 
blackness of despair. Says Mendoza 
“Unequivocally, I would stand up and repeat all 
this in court. I’d put it m blood Lendl told me that 
the affair was the most destructive time of his life 
and that it had made him almost suicidal 
Although he did not go out and buy a gun, the 
threat was real ” 

At the height of the tempestuous affair, Lendl 
was reduced to hystencal weeping when he lost a 
crucial tournament So great were Ms Bordes’s 
emotional and financial demands that he was left 
drained, depressed and on the verge of collapse 
Driven to the brink by his sexual obsession, he 
was Anally forced to get rid of her 
It was 1985 and Lendl was at the peak of his 
career. Seeded the top player on the circuit, he 
had amassed a a £20-million (about Rs 36 crore) 
fortune since quitting his native country 10 
years earlier. Controversy already surrounded 
his private life as a result of his having moved 
IS-year-old schoolgirl Samantha Frankel into his 
fortified mansion in Connecticut, USA ’’ But 



deapite his wealth and fame Lendl felt insecure 
and lacked self-confidence m women’s company,’ 
says Mendoza “Apart from his g-aunt, sour looks 
he felt self consc lous about his> badly crooked 
teeth ” Then he m?t Pamella Boides -and was 
drawn into a new woi Id of uninhibited sexual 
freedom that left him obsessed with her bedroom 
tochniqui s 


A lmost immediately after their first 

meeting Pamella Bordes became Lendl’s 
s<*c ret and highly paid mistress She moved 
into a 1 aiplv used luxury apartment he kept on 
M<idison Avenue in New York She was always 
leady to devise new sex games “Women 
generally aie not attracted towards Ivan,” says 
Mendoza ‘You never see tennis groupies trying 
to get a g limpse of him ” 

But the calculating Ms Bordes obviously saw 
him foi what he was—a very rich, famous man 
And exploited him She realised how naive he was 
sexually and how she could take advantage of 
that She bulldozed him into a sexual world he’d 
never known,” says Mendoza “With Pamella, he 
experienced lust for the first time He didn’t know 
women like Pamella existed And before he knew 
what had hit him, she had him in the palm of her 
hand and he loved it ’ 

The winner of the US and Prench Open, Lendl 
found his rigorous daily two-hour tennis practice 
sessions tailing off as Pamella Bordes began to 
dominate his lifi* 

Aftei noons were spent in their Manhattan love 
nest Mendoza leveals that Pamella video filmed 
their love making dressed as a schoolgirl in a 
miniskirt and white ankle socks and once even 



tried to lure Lendl into bed with a second gfirl ” 
Lendl boastfully showed the him to his agent and 
entourage “It was his way of asserting his 
sexuality,” Mendoza says “He always thought of 
himself as ugly He knew he had this Dracula 
look, this Frankenstein image With Pamella, he 
was able to prove that he was as good in bed as on 
the court He wanted others to see him 
conquering a stunning beauty ” And the sultry 
seductress certainly knew which strings to pull 
She did everything she thought would hold the 
vulnerable Lendl m place, keep him close to her 
so that she could use and abuse -his assets 
As her domination of their private world 
extended, Pamella Bordes was seen as a major 
threat to the tennis star’s professional career He 
was warned by his managers that she was 
milking his money, and clubroom gossip reached 
fever pitch ovei his involvement with the Asian 
seductress 

In the early days of their relationship, Lendl 
even took Pamella Bordes along with him to 
tournaments, risking adverse publicity “He 
flaunted Pamella round the circuit,” Mendoza 
says “He wanted the guys to see he could make it 
with stunning women Lendl always wanted to be 
one of the boys, and he thought this would help 
But other players like McEnroe and Connors just 
laughed at him His affair became a locker-room 
joke This is when he started losing —he was 
love-sick, going around in a romantic daze He 
was out of his depth ” 

F ears grew that the golden boy of tennis, 
regarded as the toughest competitor on the 
courts, was falling apart and losing the 
killer instinct Coach and practice partner Tony 
Roche knew something was going badly wrong 
"Everyone went crazy about the amount of time 
he was spending in the apartment with Pamella%” 
Mendoza says “It became the centre of his 
world ” 

It was the attempt by Ms Bordes to buy the 
Porsche that led manager Jerry Solomon to issue 
the ultimatum to Lendl “It’s either Pamella or 
your tenms Get rid of her ” Twentyfour hours 
later, Ms Bordes was ordered to pack her bags 
and quit the Madison Avenue apartment Says 
Mendoza "The Porsche marked the end of the 
road for Pamella She had gone a bit too far It 
was the Anal straw for Lendl’s agent and the 
others who looked after his game and busmras 
affairs ” 

In fact, Lendl had been told to g:et nd of Ms 
Bordes many times, particularly when he would 
call up his agent, sobbing down the phone that he 
had lost a match Those around the tenms star 
warned him about the way she waausing his 
credit cards Solomon used to yell at hun, tell him 
that Pamella Bordes was nothing but a whore 
But Lendl would tell him to mind his own 
busmess “The rows were terrible over Pamella,” 
recalls Mendoza “The aides all knew she was 







*1 



Eimdnchiincrfr Solomon waaalw^rstellizig 
T^rti , ^ouVe going to throw 3rour whole career 
<lown the drain for that hitch Pamellawaa 
Lendl’s tdaok window—the apider who lured him 
into her wrti and drained him dry.” 

When ahe was ordered out of the apartment, 
FamellaBordes left quteUy. The looks were 
dhanged the same day. The lawyer read the riot 
act to her, warning her that Lendl could sue,” 
says Mendosa. But that was the last thing he 
wanted to do. According to Sdlomon, ”Pamella 
had taken him for a fool and he didn't want the 


Lendi’a girl friend Samantha 
Frankel watches a match 

world to find out he’d been had She knew that 
she had a good run with Lendl ” Mendoza reveals 
that Lendl later said that kicking Pamella Bordea 
out was the hardest thmg he’d evmr had to do He 
said “I had to be brutal I knew she was ruining 
my tennis ” 

Wealthy businessman's daughter Samantha 
Frankel, often alone in the vast, stone. 
Connectiout mansion, guarded by sue Alsatians, 
never met Pamella Hordes And Bfs Hordes was 
never allowed near Lendl’s retreat Mendoza 
believes Samantha Frankel suspected that Lendl 
was having an aflbir but turned a blind eye 
”Although she was so young, she was very 
mature, almost middle-aged in her outlook.” 
Mendozasays ”She treated Lendl like a wayward 
child She told people Pamella was a passing 
phase that Lendl was gedng through, and that he 
would get over it She Just bided her time” 

Aocording to Mendoza. ” Although striking 
looking, Samantha wasn’t sexy She was just a 
kid. But Pamella made Lendl feel like a real man 
with power over women. She took him to the edge 
ofdisaster He is very lucky he didn’t fbll ” And 
also that he has r^aioed hia number-one 
ranking in the world 










THE CHAMPIONSHIPS 


THE LIGHTER SIDE 


I 


n the past 
one month, 
every time 
you looked 
over your 
shoulder, 
you were li¬ 
able to see a 

_ muscular 

frame in sunflower yellow hurt¬ 
ling across the turf Even the faint 
strains of a national anthem, gra¬ 
dually identified as 'Advance Au¬ 
stralia Pair’ can be heard if you 
Pten carefully It has been and is 
helluva summer for Aussie 


sport 

In West Berlin, they subdued all 
Asian and European opposition to 
nonchalantly steal the Champions 
Trophy In Cricket, England is 
going through a severe identity 
crisis yet again, as Allan Border 
and his chain gang are providmg 
to be an aggressive embarass- 
ment Not satisfied, back home 
Down Under, the British Lions 
i^ere pulverised in rugger, by a 
superiority of brawn and brain 

And back down here at Wimble¬ 
don, with Pat Cash doing com- 
mentay, nursing a wicked scar on 


his healing achiUes tendon, a few 
Aussies have borrowed his cour¬ 
age and contempt and this tune 
the target was the US of A Unfor¬ 
tunately for them. Uncle Sam’s 
offspring are a more resihent 
proposition For those not born 
then, and before Europe awoke 
hke a vengeful sleeping giant, 
Australia was America’s ‘auld 
enemy’m tennis, especially m the 
Davis Cup The spark still flick¬ 
ers John McEnroe found Wally 
Masur incarnated as Darren 
Cahill this year and snarled m jest 
Tm sick of the Aussies’ Confl- 









dence returned after five sets with shock and realised she could hard- 
Cahill and a confrontation with ly force the Aussie to return the 
another Aussie. John Fitzgerald, shoes at a changeover, as Wimble- 
was met with the words. ‘Beating don forbids barefoot play, she de- 
another Aussie. That would be cided to at least borrow some shots 
nice. Good idea’. Having achieved from the Aussie, and barely man- 
their quota over the last year’s aged to hold out. But jokes at 
through Peter Doohan and Masur Wimbledon go on too long and in 
in the men’s championship, the the next round, Martina delivered 
Aussies turned their attention to the punchline with a flawless 
the ladies singles, this time nomi- 6-0,6-3 victory, only to assiune an 
nating qualifier Kristine Radford air of nonchalance at the press 
to do the needful. Radford, to conference; ‘(Meeting another Au- 
begin with, must be congratulated ssie) didn’t bother me. I don’t 
on her research and approach, think tennis players think about 
She softened up Martina in their nationalities so much. You play 
match at Birmingham a couple of the person rather than where the 
weeks ago, losing easily, and person is from’. 
flaunting some really dilapidated McEnroe, still in hrenzied battle 
footwear. Martina, always gener- with the Aussies. found life in 
ous, rewarded Radford with three England not as dreaiy as usual, 
pairs of shoes, which the Aussie with anonymous telephone calls 
donned with glee only to im- which assured him, not of defeat, 
mediately pounce on Martina at but death. Although a serious 
Wimbledon, going up 6-3.3-1 issue warranting a larger police 
After Martina emerged ftx>m escort, there were sniggers over 



that tibie sniall gaireit 
■'aiway* 



fter the first 
week, the 
Eddies* had 
done all the 
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had stolen the 
headUhes. The gate 
huddent, is an apt 
refiecfion of the low 
profile Becker l^pt 
here. 



“didn't 
bother me. I don't 
think tennis players 
think about ^ : 
natioktalities so mneh< 


rather than wheie 
person is from’* 












some terribly wicked humour over 
the identity of the caller the fin¬ 
ger of suspicion has pomted at a 
mythical British Cktlonel forced to 
cringe under a verbal McEnroe 
assault m 1981 and now thirsty 
for revenge 

As if McEnroe hadn’t had 
enough, Tony from Chicago step¬ 
ped in to do his bit Inastupidand 
highly dangerous incident, Tony, 
an iditoic lout sprayed McEnroe 
with Aerosol m the face from a 
can, and lurched away as McEn¬ 
roe rightly screamed, ‘You ass 
WlQf did you do that‘s 


O therwise, Wimbledon has 
been the same A mouse 
took refuge in the No 1 
court covers and squeaked his 
disapproval at the continued 
covermg and uncovering of his 
home Two gentlemen m the press 
box decided to settle a ‘smoking’ 
issue in a civihsed fisticuffs man¬ 
ner The objector to secondary 
cancer turned out to be an excel¬ 
lent fellow He was not credential- 
led A decibel counter was not 
required as proof to carry the sad 
news to Jimmy Connors that a 
mere slip of a 15-year-old girl had 



been elected ‘Queen Grunt 1’ Poor 
Jimbo, he's being overshadowed 
in every manner, the search for 
the source of Miss Monica Seles’ 
staccato giggle is still on McEn¬ 
roe lost his way and was timidly 
informed he had just entered the 
‘press centre, to which he amiably 
replied, that the smell gave it 
away Dev Anand, his cap from 
‘guide’ still there after all these 
years, controlled his urge to break 
into song after watching Zeeshan 
All and Jonathan Canter beat Au¬ 
stralian Open Doubles finalists Pe¬ 
ter Lundgren and Jeremy Bates 
Mrs Harry Hopman, always 
ready with kind gentle words of 
renouragement, and squash maes¬ 
tro Jahangir Khan, perhaps doing 
research in shot making The Au¬ 
stralian cricketers came to lustily 
cheer on fellowman Mark Kratz- 
man, who was hooked, fried and 
eaten by patient fisherman Milos- 
lavMecir Every one said Chang 
couldn’t win the 1‘Yench and he 
did Every one then said grass was 
a different surface, and when 
Chang won three rounds, they 
accepted he might actually be 
quite good 

Speaking of Chang, it has been 
interesting to note, that Wimble¬ 
don’s challengers can be neatly 
spliced into three groups the 
young ones, which acuaJly should 
be singular, because it encompas¬ 
ses only Chang the middies, 
which includes Becker, Edberg, 
Wilander, Mayotte etc etc and 
the oldies, with McEnroe and 
perhaps even Lendl, who must 
either be bald or run slower to be 
accepted in this category After 
the first week the middies had 
done all the solid playing and the 
rest had stolen t^ headlines 



“THIS IS CRAP MAN 


ONDAY before) l 9 st the press bar 
became an impromptu stadium for an 
Inebriated punch-up. While it is 
unknown whether the flgr^ters have 
heavyweight title aspersions, it was gratifying 
to note that the cause was not John McEnroe, 

' but a split beer. 

What you may ask could McEnroe have to do 
with this? Well, in 1981 when McEnroe was 
the original brat, barring on court explosions, 
his press conferences let off more heat than a 
sauna bath. In one of these question-answer 
sessions, his honour as an Ameroian being 
insulted in England was at stake, and a floor 
levels scuffle between two warrmg journalists 
ensued. This is the passion that Mr McEnroe is 
capable of arousing. 

In this year’s fourth round his similarities to 
1981 became increasingly apparent, when he 
simply went berserk on court against John 
Fitzgerald As opposed to earlier rounds when 
McEnroe was content to berate himself 
publicly, this time he went for the opposing 
jugular and the result was horrific. 

A brief background is necessary With 
telephoned death threats and 19 uniformed 
policemen guarding him perpetually irom a 
potential maniac, McEnroe was definitely 
uneasy; The price of being famous may be? “I’d 
rather not discuss that. I really don’t see the 
point in discussing it. All I can say is that 
imagine ifyou were in that position It’s not 
the easiest position... To compound the unease 
was the audible ticking sound which even 
Fitzgerald admitted to hearing on court It 
wasn’t the refrigerator as first suggested, and 
even supervisor Ken Farrar and referee Alan 
Mills’ appearance on court and conversations 
with policemen couldn't reveal the source. 

Yet, even McEnroe would find difficulty in 
admitting these as reasons for his thoroughly 
reprehensible behaviour 

Billie Jean King says, T like him, he’s very 
honest and vary intense’, referring really to 
McEnroe’s rage at himself when he is unable to 
comprehend imperfect play. Honesty in self 
appraisal, and an unmatchable intensity on 
court. That is acceptable, for, if McEnroe 
chooses to flare up directing the vitriol 
Inwards and not outwards, it does not concern 
anyone. 

Yet successive spats with the umpire and 
snarling at Fitzgerald is the stuff that fuels the 
tabloid headlines he abhors so much. 

After scowling and snorting at a few line 
decisions in typical derisive Mac fashion, he 
first complained of Fitegerald’s discourtesy 
in not showing him the new balls. Fitzgerald 
disagreed, and so did,chair umpire Rudi 


Berger. The furrows in the forehead deepened. 

Carnage followed when Berger warned 
McEnroe for 'unsportsmanlike conduct’—a 
verdict based on the unfair length of time 
McEnroe was taking in receiving serve. 
Predictably incensed, hands in typical 
position, on his waist, face turned up in 
disbelief, McEnroe marched to Berger’s chair. 
‘Is this some new rule. I haven’t seen it. I 
thovight you get 30 seconds, and I wasn’t 
ready’. Berger was stupefied. How could 
McEnroe with 13 years on the circuit be 
ignorant of the 30 second rule which apphes 
only to servers and not receivers. A question 
that would have McEnroe sheepish at the press 
conference. 

Further chaos ensured McEiuoe, perhaps 
not deliberately, continued to take a receiving 
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Is McEnroe doing this deliberately? 

position reluctantly, and Fitzgerald, normally 
a placid gent, approached Berger saying. This 
is crap man. Every time I go to serve he’s not 
ready’. McEnroe, never one to be left out yelled 
in response, ‘Ifyou want to play that game, I 
can play it too’ 

The result of this was that McEnroe, having 
admitted earlier that his temper destroys 
concentration, lost the second set 6-0 for the 
first time ever at Wimbledon. Attempting 
another analysis of the motive and reasons 
for McEnroe’s behaviour is worthless.. .’The 
man is an original, hopelessly beyond 
comprehension. He walks a fine line between 
the acceptable and the unacceptable.. .There is 
no doubt in anybody’s mind that he crossed it 
that day. 
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THE 


LADIES 

OF WIMBLEDON 



Martina i^ot tha 
opportunity to 
taka ravenfte on Staffi 



ENNIS, a 
dangerous 
game? 
Naahhhhl 
Yup! This 
is soft slip* 
pery grass 
remember 
Kathy 
Rinaldi, trying to evade 
a smash, lost balance, 
knocked her head on the 
turf and wtas uncon¬ 
scious at St George’s 
Hospital 

Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicarlo. a dangerous 
grass court player? 
Naaahh* Yup' One 
singular statistic will 
suffice The average 
playing time of Grafs 
matches till the quarter 
finals was 45 minutes 
Her first set alone 
against Sanchez took 43 
minutes 

Martina Navratilova is 
over the hill'i’ Naaaahh' 
Every facet of her play 
has been for her stan¬ 
dards depressing and 
disappomting, although 
she believes otherwise 
Chns Evert is playing 
her last Wimbledon'^ 
Naahhhh' yup' Tenms' 
Grand Dame, makes the 
right decision at the 
right time, and writes a 
stunning exit hn# for 
herself 

Stefan Edberg and Pat 
Cash be damned The 
controversial standard 
of women’s tennis has 

Ihe decline is 
apparent and 
Martina Is putting 
on a brave front as 
if searching 
desperately for an 
apt exit fine. 
.Winning 

Wimbledon would 
be the perfect 
farewell 









been leduoed to near'ln« 
elgnlfioanoe by some 
aatoniehing rise and 
faUa in the ladder of the 
fiunoue 

First the upwardly 
mobile, and the buck 
stops here with Arantxa 
Sanchez Vioario Soneg< 
liglble were her consi¬ 
dered chances on grass, 
that journalists were in¬ 
itially more interested in 
her additional name— 
Vioano' Does that mean 
you’re married?—^Than 
m her play Twice a first 
round loser, the unmhi- 
bited triumphant roll in 
French clay was ’His¬ 
tory, man* grass is a 
theorem which cannot 
be solved will baseline 
play Of course, Borg 
and Evert were fictional 
characters Of course 
echoed Sanchez, as she 
won her first round, her 
second, her third, her 
fourth—running Oraf 
ragged in their quarter 
final Succumbing, not 
to inexperience or poor 
tactiCB or inept grass 
court play, but to a vast¬ 
ly superior player Serv¬ 
ing S-4 for the first set 
must speak for some¬ 
thing 

A time parallel can be 
drawn to Miss Sanchez- 
Vicario’s flowering and 
blooming and a certain 
Miss Sabatim’s decay 
Similarities with a Mr 
Chang too are not just 

^^aid Arantxa: “I 
come here, In the 
first day i say I only 
want to pass the 
first round. So I 
iota In the quarters 
against Steffi, so I 
really enjoy how i 
play. And [think 
this is an important 
tournament 




Menfion 



Catarina Lindquist stretched Martina in the first 
set of their semi final 


good copy but apparent 
The quickness around 
court The swerving 
forehand and impeccbly 
controlled backhand 
The incomprehensible 
steehness of mind The 
penchant foi chasing 
the speed of intelligent 
thought The strength of 
charactei And like 
Chang. Sanchez is un¬ 
usual 

Never pretty perhaps 
but possessing an en 
dearing attractivess of 
personality Waterme¬ 
lon slice smiles on win¬ 
ning httle girl joy when 
the drop shot settles 
with all the finality of a 
landing helicoper, and 
courage and honesty 
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when admitting limita 
tions and appraising her¬ 
self In Spanish English 
she bubbles Well 1 am 
veiy ei\joy Because I 
lost in the quarter finals 
you know So I come 
here in the first day I 
say I only want to puss 
the first round So I lost 
m the quarters against 
Steffi so I really eiyoy 
how I play And I think 
this IS an important 
tournament and 1 tried 
to do very good match 
but I loss But I eiyoy, 
because she leally play 
very good 

Hey Arantxa we enjoy 
you too 

For her and us it has 
been a summer of gra¬ 
tifying content 



Chris Evert ended 
Wimbledon 
with a double fault 


M artina Navratilo¬ 
va in search of 
her ninth title 
was confident too of a 
fine summer It is a be¬ 
lief not vindicated in her 
play, though she will 
ask you what does a 
semi final place mean 
then Her attitude at 
least would be a good 
lesson for the young. 
Asked about being two 
matches away from the 
record, she replied, ‘I 
can’t say it enough, you 
can really only play that 
one match (you wm the 
first round, it’s one 
down and one to go), you 
cannot look ahead The 
players are too good 
Obviously thinking ab 
out the Wimbledon re 


cord or winning Wimb¬ 
ledon again, that goes 
on when I am doing my 
working out, when I am 
there four hours a day 
and running and lifting 
weights and kilhng my 
self on court Thats 
when 1 am thinking ab 
out Wimbledon but once 
I get here it’s winning 
that n»atch, thei next 
match 

But hard work and 
Billie Jean King by her 
side and record break¬ 
ing motivation is all un 
ravelled by anno domini* 
At 33, athletes are get¬ 
ting closer to the valley 
than the peak Martma, 
the finest physical speci¬ 
men ever m women’s 
tennis, no exception 
Her reflex on the volley 
IS dulled Her footwork 
18 dulled Her first serve 
IS erratic, her second 
lacks pace and sits up 
like a beggmg dog The 
dechne is apparent, and 
Martma is puttmg on a 
brave front as if sear¬ 
ching desperately for an 
apt exit hne Winning 
Wimbledon would be the 
perfect farewell 




But when he 
pumped his fist at 
me, I knew I had to 
win” 


a < 




Tommy MMw 



T HEKE is another 
old lady, of course, 
the twin, the per¬ 
petual rival, who was 
opted for retirement. 
Now No. 4 and a well 
preserved 34 years and 6 
months, Chris Marie 
Evert had made her 18th 
Wimbledon her last. 
This is her 55th Grand 
Slam event, her match 
record of 95-14 Includes 
three wins, the first a 
Btaggering 15 years 
ago. The face remains 
impassive, the quiet 
dignity always present, 
the textbook strokes 
tuned finely are as effec¬ 
tive as ever. She is no 
Connors who plays ‘be¬ 
cause I enjoy it’—the 
weariness has set in and 
she realises a disspirited 
unmotivated evert is no 
Evert at all. 

Laura Oolarsa was 
selected and fattened up 
for Evert’s last kill in a 
match which trans¬ 
cended any emotonal 
levels seen in a tennis 
match before. ’The crowd 
was a volcanic eruption 
of noise. Evert herself 
did unusual things like 
pump fists and lose her 
normal ice cool facade. 
Down 3-5 in the last set, 
how she summoned up 
energy and skill in equal 
measure is confound¬ 
ing. The stimulus to win 
was provided by the 
occasion and the pre¬ 
sence of her parents, 
here specially ftom Flor¬ 
ida. (*My father is usual¬ 
ly an unemoUve man, 
but when he piunped his 
fist at me, I knew I had 
to win’. 

Never compromising 
on grace. Evert deli¬ 
vered the crowd into the 
clouds, and smiling like 
a lady into the sun, dis¬ 
appeared into the caver- 
notis tiumels of court 
no. l....waytogo, Chris. 

From Rohit BrIJnathy 
London 
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abloid Press; 


1 0N1X)N is the home of 
a stranf?e species of 
parasites, who thrive on 
human beings. They are 
known as ‘tabloid 
writers’. They do not contribute 
to spfjrt. They do not contribute to 
literature. They do not contribute 
towards educating people. They 
also are oblivious of the word 
‘sensitivity’, and on Thursday, 
July 6, they made a horrific mess 
of Tim Mayotte’s morning, as if 
the poor fellow needed it anyway. 
Mayotte throws 

tantrum—screamed the headlines 
with misleading malice. Umpire 
John Frame is British and maybe 
these parasites have a feeling for 
patriotism, for if correctiy 
composed the headlines should 
have read, ‘umpire screws up’ or 
to use their running journalese 
'Mayotte Framed’ or 'Umpire 
Frame(8) Mayotte’. The person to 
be docked and indicted was Frame 
not Mayotte. Since the incident is 
not fresh anymore and was 
anyhow confused it deserves 
explanation. 

IN their late evening 
quarter-final neither Stefan 
Edberg nor Tim Mayotte found 
space to break serve, so the 
decisive factor was the tie-break. 
Edberg won the first, and in the 
second served at 1-1 . This is 
what happened: Edberg served 
and Mayotte retaliated with a 
netted forehand, but the line 
judge called the serve ‘out’. 

Umpire Frame, close enough, 
overruled the call, insisting the 
serve was ‘in’ and then, as Mayotte 

Tini Mayotte: A gentleman who 
lost his cool? 
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misl^fdiiigmiillee. 
Uniplrv John Fnhne hi 
British and maylM, 
;thdshtisrosllM h^ 
looting for patriotism, 
foriffoorro^ 
oomposodthe 
hoadtinos should havo 
road: Untpiro scrows 
up... 


was turning away, decided to be 
nice and gave Edberg the point. 

Mayotte, unaware that TV 
replays showed the shout of ‘out’ 
to come after the stroke, was 
understandably livid. Howcfin 
you do that’, yelled the normally 
placid Mayotte, ‘First you 
overrule, then you give him the 
point’, explaining that the call 
would have disturbed him during 
the stroke. Frame remained 
unmoved, refused Mayotte’s 
request for the supervisor or 
h eferee and ignored Mayotte's 
desperate plqa, ’Even he (Edberg) 
can't believe it’. In honesty. 
Edberg couldn't. 

Frame’s and the official view 
was that since the call was after 
the stroke, it hadn’t impeded 
Mayotte. Thiis Edberg got the 
point. Since this was not a mistake 
in applying the rules, referee Alan 
Mills at the court entrance could 
not interfere and overrule Frame's 
decision which he is empowered to 
do. if necessary. It was merely 
ridiculous judgement on Frame’s 
^art. Such a situation demands a 
^et’, Mayotte’s unfortxmate 
position probably earning him the 
benifit of doubt ftrom any 
responsible chair umpire. 

Mayotte’s game predictably 









crumbled and after losing the 
tie-break, he was given a ‘racket 
abuse’ warning after 
uncharacteristically but 
understandably smashing one of 
his rackets at the changeover. At 
the end of the match, in obvious 
contempt, Mayotte offered that 
particular racket to Frame, later 
explaining, “I thought he might 
want it as a memento of that call”. 
Reverting to being the thorough 
gentleman that he is almost 
immediately after, Mayotte said 






John McEnroe's performance 
was the highlight both for it’s 
sentimentality and brilliance 

about Edberg, ‘...He’ was very 
poised and is very practical and 
plays fair. I have the utmost 
respect for him, so he just handled 
the situation very well’. 

The important question that 
followed had its roots in a similar 
incident last year. In the 
Navratilova-Evert semi final, an 
Evert backhand appeared to graze 


Of Parasite 
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Press Clipping 


T he oonfrontation between 
Mats Wilander and John 
McEnroe was interesting 
because both players were 
coincidentally undergoing a 
process of rehabilitation. After 
three Grand Slams last year 
and the No. 1 ranking 
Wilander’s game and 
composure has cracked. For 
McEnroe it has been a longer 
time, his last semi-final place at 
a Grand Slam four years ago in 
1985. 

McEnroe’s behaviour in that 
match was impressive and 
Wilander explained; "I think 
that he behaved very well 
today. 1 think he was just very 
concentrated. I think maybe he 
has a little more respect for top 
players, because he always 
plays pretty well against me" 
One of the numerous reasons 
attributed to McEnroe’s loss of 
form in 1085 and his 
self-imposed exile was his 
marriage, his children knd his 


inability to find a balance 
between his game and his 
family. At Wimbledon, he 
insisted it was getting better: 
“It's a juggling act. Anyone 
whq is married and has kids 
knows that playing tennis is 
the easier part. I don’t know if 
people married or not married 
are laughing. It’s the ultimate 
challenge, ’nils, in a way 
makes it more enjoyable. 
Certainly no greater 
satisfaction than having 
children and a great marriage, 
but that takes a lot of work; I 
think I’m doing a better 
juggling act.’’ 

Becker, who has traded 
smiles for seriousness at the 
championship managed to find 
a few mintues for fun with Paul 
Chamberlin. Flummoxed by the 
speed and direction of Becker’s 
serve, a grihnmg Chamberlin 
asked Becker where he should 
stand to receive serve. Becker 
pointed wide, and with raised 






hand and finger, patiently 
directed ChamberUn to the 
exact spot. But the German, a 
devious fellow, served down the 
line Instead. Surprise was 
countered by surprise, as 
ChamberUn got to the ball, and 
Becker volleyed his return into 
the net. Raining a finger, the 
smile stiU plastered on his face, 
Chamberlin indicated, ‘Got you 
that time, buddy’. 

FOR the first time in five 
years four Americans Mayotte, 
McEnroe, ChamberUn, Goldie 
reached the Wimbledon 
quarter-finals. McEnroe, file 
oldest of aU the competitors 
left, was the only one who made 
it through. 

The men’s semi finalists 
between them have won six 
titles (McEnroe 3, Becker 2, 
Edberg 1). Martina Navratilova 
with 8 has won more than aU 
ofthem put together., add to 
that her one for Graf and three 
for Evert.) 


The defending champion: It’s 
always an advantage when 
you’ve won the title once. Here 
Edberg is with his girlfriend 
and The Prise’ 

the hne at match-pomt, was caUed 
out and a reluctant and dismayed 
Evert lost the match ThedeUate 
that ensued was. should Martina 
have played a ‘let*? Now Mayotte 
was queried about his 
expectations over Edberg 
demanding a let to be played 
“Never, I don’t think that players 
should ever give calls away. I have 
never seen that in any other sport. 

V UAYAMRITRAJ wouldn’t " 

agree with that, but here’s an 
ever greater surprise. At Madison 
Square Garden many years ago, 
Bjorn Borg docked unfairly for 
some misjudgement or poor 
officiating, was compensated for 
by his opponent who casually 
flicked his next serve 
perpendicular and into the stands 
to make up. The sporting player: 
oh. just one Mr McEnroe. Yes, the 
same one. 

RoM Mimlh, Undon 






lUU Kunmng 
off the rails! 



' a loner penod of 
j combat the war 
^ correspondents of 
cricket are looking 
j forward to a summer of 
I quiet There were 
I interludes of peace 
' during the 
' Hundred-Years War, 
and in cricket we may 
expect a similar let-up 
while England and 
Australia meet 

Words written in 1980 
are worth recalling ‘The 
game needs a strong 
international 
management structure, 
which, had it existed 
three years ago. would 
not have enabled a rival 
Cl icket system to 
emerge ’ The sentence 
appeared in a letter to 
The Times from a 
prominent TCCB 
character on Feb 29, 
1980 —leap-year day, 
though April fool’s day 
might have been better 
timing—three years 
after the Packer 
revolution, which 
inflicted lasting scars on 
cricket 

Why was that letter 
never followed up*^ Why 
has Its author allowed 
the TCCB to remain 
flabbily weak’ Not from 
lack of opportunity, for 
the writer was none 
other than Raman Subba 
Row, our TCCB 
chairman 

Now, nearly a decade 
on, our game still pants 


necessary so long ago 
The latest sign of weak 
leadership and guidance 
was surely the failure to 
offer more than a single 
candidate for the post of 
chairman of selectors, 
and that one highly 
controversial 
We are obviously 
stuck with the present 
TCCB lot this year, but 
even they could surely 
be prodded to seize the 


‘The game needs a 
strong management 
structure, which, had 
it existed three years 
ago, would not have 
enabled a rival cricket 
system to emerge.’ 

Rarnan Subba Row, 1980 



opportunity for getting 
together with the 
Australians to plan for 
the longed-for strong 
management 
In these strife torn 
1980s the coloured 
countries, urged on by 
West Indies, have been 
able to speak with one 
voice Australia, New 
Zealand and England 
have gone weak, 
ineffectual ways 
mdividually, and 
collectively therefore 
have been of no account 
Collectively the coloured 
group has bedevilled the 
game It is time for the 
others to form a 


common front in defence 
of it 

Since the Don dropped 
out, Australian 
leadership has also been 
weak, which is not 
typical of them 
Australians have often 
proved doughty allies, 
and perhaps in this 
current crisis they 
should take the lead, 
prodding and goading 
the vacillating TCCB to 
pull out a few stops and 
get cracking 

A starting point for 
the administrators of 
the two countries could 
be a discussion about 
whether anything of the 
ICC can be saved The 
honest answei would be 
absolutely nothing for 
that shoddy body has 
been running further 
and further off the i ails 
for many years Its time 
appears to be i unning 
out, as is that of the 
TCCB chairman 

1 hat does not mean 
that anything will bf* 
done about it for folks 
today seem determined 
to hang on riding out 
trouble, supporting 
outmoded systems and 
clinging to office in the 
manner of P W Botha 
He IS not alone Even the 
noble law lords hug 
their restrictive 
practices as tightly as 
any diehard trade 
unionist 

If cricket is to be 
returned to the tracks 
mternationally, 
Australia and England 
will need to break away 
from the ICC, expecting 
to take New 2Sealand 


with them That would 
form a powerful group 
likely to attract others 
from the discredited ICC 
shortly Meanwhile they 
could set up their own 
organisation, while still 
being willing to meet 
others on the Test 
grounds, but on their 
terms and not. certainly 
not, under ICC 
regulations 

Separate functions 

Whatever type of 
international ruling 
body eventually evolves. 
It should have two 
separate functions Only 
Test-playing countries 
should be allowed to 
discuss and vote on Test 
matters The full body 
would hold sway over 
other matters such as 
the competition for 
non-Test countries 

There is one bi ight 
spot in the present 
gloomy situation It 
could be worse, but, 
thank goodness, they do 
not play cricket in Iran 

I would add a footnote 
about the controversy 
which has engulfed our 
players and which has 
broadly divided people 
into left-wingers 
politically who urge 
bans on players going to 
South Africa and 
rightwingers who take 
the opposite View In 
1982 Lord Chalfont, a 
Labour politician, spoke 
out strongly to support 
the right of cricketers to 
play ‘where and when 
they liked ’ And so say 
many of us who believe 
in freedom and like 


for strong guidance, 
which the chairman 
recognised as being 


Weffings has had enough of 
England and AustraUa being 
,, pushedaround 


cricket 

Monthly 
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FITNESS 

How Fit Are You? 


W E’VK been 
giving you 
fitness tips 
for a long 
time. How have you been 
shaping up? I-efs find 
out. 

Since it’s Wimbledon 
time and tennis fever is 
high we’re going to put 
you through a aeries of 
tennis related drills to 
find out how fit you are. 
The exercises are accom- 
painod with a perform¬ 
ance chart, but don’t be 
too disappointed if you 
are just below the level 
you are supposed to per¬ 
form at. The standards 
are high. So the next 
time you get an oppor¬ 
tunity try out this series 
(whicn we will be car¬ 
rying over to next 
week’s column as well). 
It doesn’t matter if you 
are a tennis freak or not. 
But if you are, then all 
the better. 


I SO-FEET DASH || 


Tests Speed 
You can do this any¬ 
where, including be¬ 
tween two courts, where 
the distance between the 
baseline and the service 
line on the opposite side 
of the court is 60 feet. 
Have a friend start and 
time you. Make sure 
there’s plenty of room 
between the net posts. 




Junior girf;3.1 -3.3 secs 
Junior boy: 2.9 - 3.2 
secs. 

Woman: 3.2 - 3.5 secs. 
Man: 3.1 -3.4 secs. 




('A 



SITUPS 




Tests abdominal and 
hip muscle strength and 
endurance. 

Begin on tlje ground 
with your knees flexed, 
hands behind your head 
and a partner holding 
your feet.. Contracting 
the trunk muscles, per¬ 
form a sit-up until your 
elbows touch your knees 
and return to the down 
position so that your 
shoulder blades touch 
the court (you may want 
to lay a towel or padded 
exercise mat down for 
comfort.) Do not pull 
your head forward with 
your hands and remem¬ 
ber to breathe rhyth¬ 
mically, Perform as 
many sit-ups as possible 
in one minute. 

Warning: these sit-ups 
are for test purpose 
only! A proper sit-up for 
conditioning actually 
should be done slowly. 
The elbows should be 



Exaroiae to Improve 
aoomSPRJNT 


Sit-ups 








pointing to the sides 
and no one secuiing the 
legs If you cuiiently 
have a bad back I sug 
gest you omit this test 

AVERAGE SC0RIN6 RANGE 

Junior girl 39 42 
Junior boy 42 45 
Woman 30 33 
Man 35 38 

Exercises to improve 
scoie CURLS AND 
OTHER ABDOMINAL 
EXERCISES WITH 
FREE WEIGHTS OR 
MACHINES 


ONE-MILE RUN 


rests aerobir enduiance 
Oi\ any marked one 
mile course run a timed 
mile 

AVERAGE SCORING RANGE 

Junior girl 7 00 7 30 
junior boy 6 20 / 10 
Woman 7 30 8 10 
Man 6 40 7 35 

Exercises to improve 
score RUNNING, 
BICYCLING OR OTHER 
AEROBIC ACTIVITIES 


PUSH UPS 


Tests upper body 
muscular stiength and 
endutance 

The push up is pei 
foi med beginning in the 
up position (as shown in 
the illustiation) with 
aims stiaight but not 
wide and hips in line 
with the ti unk I ower 
youisell until youi up 
per aims aie paiallel 
with the couit suitace 
(you don t have to touch 
youi chest oi nose to the 
couit) and letuin to the 
up position lompleting 
one push up Complete 
as many push ups is 
possible in one minute 
making suie you main 
tain cor i ect foi m Do not 
hold youi bieath is you 
do push ups 



VERTICAL JUMP I 

lests leg power 

Perform this exeicise 
against any wall itnce 

or veitical upright 
structure where thiie 
die no obst « les Stand 



Fush ups 


AVERAGE SCORING RANGE 

Junior girl 18 23 
Junior boy 36 40 
Woman 14 17 
Man 27 30 





Exercises to improve 
score PUSH UPS AND 
UPPER BODY 
STRENGTH 
EXERCISES WITH 
FREE WEIGHTS OR 
MACHINES 


against the veitual 
stiuctuie with youi 
iKHils down and it'ach as 
high as you c an Have a 
fiiend mark the sjKit to 
iciord your standing 
leaih Now without 
t iking a step tlex your 
legs thin explodi viiti 
(ally Ioiii h the upiight 
oi lull 1 IS high i jHissi 
bli Ihi difleiirue lx 
tWK 11 the two (list UK cs 
IS youi veitK il jump 
s( oi e 

Against a w ill you 
may ilso st iiid iiid 
maik With a pine ol 
chalk then jump and 
maik the highest point 
With the (h ilk nicdbut 
ing the distance between 
the two maiks 

AVERAGE SCORING RANGE 

Junior girl 13 17 inch 
Junior boy 19 21 inch 
Woman 12 16 inch 
Man 16 20 inch 

Exercise to improve 
score LOWER BODY 
STRENGTH 

EXERCISES wrm 

FREE WEIGHT OR 
MACHINES 


To B« 


irui«d 


13 















Athlehcs Diary 

In the European circuit, it is still the Africans who are 
winning all the major races. 


I 

S teve Cram had a 
dream but it even¬ 
tually turned into 
a nifi^htmare And 
I the spook doing all the 
haunting was a tall 
Somalian by the name of 
Abdl Bile Running the 
mile event at the Oslo 
athletic meet, the race 
was tagged the Dream 
Mile because of the 
showdown between Bri¬ 
tain's world record hol¬ 
der Steve Cram and the 
world champion from 
Somalia Abdl Bile It was 
even more of a dream 
chance foi* Cram because 
he had won the event for 
the last three years 
Shaking their muscles 
loose just before the 
start of the race, both 
these men portrayed de¬ 
termination Cram, de¬ 
sperate to make his com¬ 
eback, after having in¬ 
cessant muscle problems 
that ensured a torrid 
1988 And Bile equally 
keen on re establishing 
himself after sitting out 
the Seoul Olympic 
Games due to stress 
fracture Also in the 
frame there was the 20- 
year-old Kenyan who's 
been making quite a 
name for himself as the 
next star from that dis¬ 
tance-running factory 
But But, who was that 
standing to the right'’ It 
couldn’t be it is it’s 
John Walker himself 
God, this race had all the 
makings of a classic 
Into the first lap euid 
the pacemakers set up a 
cracking pace Unfortu¬ 
nately, none of the big 
stars were Interested m 


following Bile keeping 
Walker company at the 
end of the file while 
Cram jockeyed for 
fourth place Bile shifted 
a gear at the halfway 
mark and moved up into 
the middle of the bunch 
even as the first pace¬ 
maker fell away Even as 
the bell tinkled, signall¬ 
ing the last lap, the 


other pacemaker step¬ 
ped aside and Cram was 
in the lead But Bile was 
still running strong 
Moving to the outside, 
he opened up his sti’ide 
just enough to keep 
Cram within striking 
distance and. with about 
200 m to go, kicked to 
leave Cram bobbing in 
his wake 

Cram finished a fast¬ 
fading fourth to have all 
his aspirations of mak¬ 
ing it a four-m-a-row de¬ 
molished His only con¬ 


solation being that his 
world record of 3 40 32 
set in 1985 still towered 
over Bile’s winning time 
of 3 49 90 As for Wal¬ 
ker, one almost wished 
that the great Kiwi run¬ 
ner had stayed at home 
so pathetically did he 
struggle to keep in 
touch with the rest of 
the field when they 


broke for home 
The Moroccan Express 
got his entries all mud¬ 
dled up Entering for the 
5000m initially, then 
withdrawing with the 
intention of locking 
horns with Cram and 
Bile in the 1500m, but 
eventually ending up 
running the 3000m 
Said Aouita, also itching 
to prove to the world 
that he’s not a spent 
force, tried to muscle in 
on the dream mile but 
found himself blocked 


by an adamant Steve 
Cram who said “I re¬ 
fused point blank to 
allow him in at the 11th 
hour I’m sick and tired 
of athletes like Said 
attempting to hold 
promoters to ransom ” 

Cram, a very close 
friend of Aouita’s, hav¬ 
ing been his guest at the 
Moroccan’s magnificent 
villa outside Casablanca 
with his wife,went to 
state that It was about 
time someone made a 
stand and I decided I was 
the one who was going 
to do it But now I’m not 
sure what our rela 
tionship is going to be 
like ’ 

But he neednt worry 
Aouita, who was initial¬ 
ly very furious with 
Cram and the promoter 
Svein Arne for not allow¬ 
ing him to switch to the 
mile, later said, ‘ Steve 
Cram is still ray bgst 
friend and I respect him 
and I’ll definitely return 
to Oslo next year He 
notched up the year’s 
beat time of 7 34 78 in a 
tacile victory in the 
3000m, a race which 
saw Sydney Maree mak- 
ing the initial 
pacesetting 

Meanwhile, in the 
5000m, Aouita’s origin¬ 
al race ol the day, 
another Kenyan was 
running to a wildly- 
cheering crowd’s ap¬ 
plause as he chased 
Aouita’s world record 
time of 12 58 39 Yobes 
Ondieki-who might well 
have been the reason 
Said Aouita shifted out 
of the 6000m in the first 



John Walker: still in the fray 


34 





place-parted company 
with the rest of the held 
with about SIX laps to go 
Shrugging his shoul¬ 
ders in rhythm with 
each stride the dimuni- 
I tive Kenyan was always 
within reach of the 
world record but unfor¬ 
tunately lacked the com 
petition to push him just 
that little harder 
Ondieki finished in a 
time of 13 04 24 to have 
Aouita glancing a mite 
nervously at his title 
Keeping the Kenyan 
anthem in tune was 
Julius Kariuki as he 
romped home with a 
yeai s best time of 
8 39 in the steeplech 

ase while USA s Johnny 
Gray took advantage of 
a depleted field in the 
800m to win in a time of 
1 43 70 with Konya s 
Robeit Kirbet a close 
second Also running 
with a pui pose was Ing 
iid Kiistiansen The 
gland old lady of 
womens distance run 
ing Kiistiansen thiilied 
hei home crowd with the 
thii d fastest evei 
10000m run in a time of 
JO 48 51 Not that she 
lost any sleep about it 
both the other times are 
hers tcxi you see' 

Carl Lewis who cele 
brated his 28th biithday 
with a huge cake and a 
veiy impiessive dose of 
public relations while 
thanking eveiyont for 
making his biithday so 
special couldn t add the 
icing to the cake with a 
100m win Running in 
the lane just next to the 
former world record hoi 
der Calvin Smith Lewis 
struggled off the blocks 
as usual By the lime he 
found his stride all he 
could see was the fast 
disappearing figure of 
Calvin Smith Though 
he did reel in the gap to 
wards the closing stages 
of the race, Lewis was 



•• 

The Moroccan Express 
(Said Aouita) got his 
entries all muddled up: 
entering for the 5000m 
initially, then 
withdrawing with the 
intention of locking 
horns with Cram and 
Bile in the 1500m but 
eventually endine up 
running the 3000m 



well and tiuly lieat 
I hf US mt gast ir 
didn t do much Ixttc i on 
the Ben John->oii saga 
either In a statement 
reeking of diplomacy he 
said I believe it will be a 
very stiong statement to 
give to young people to 
fight diug abuse The 
evidence is over 
whelming and if they do 
take away the woild re 
cord then perhaps its 
justified when talking 
about Big Bad Ben John 
son s 1987 world record 


of 9 8d On the one 
hand Lewis has been 
saying that he will lace 
Johnson once lh< Cana 
dian has served out his 
suspension While on 
the other he is going 
green aiound the gills 
thinking that Johnson s 
dope tiintid 9 83 is 
keeping his 9 92 (lun at 
thf Seoul Games) out Oi 
the ifcford books Cmon 
Lewis why don t you 
take a stand either 
way 

Pradeep Paul, London 








































His McLaren teammate Alain Prost doesn't like his dare 
devil style of driving. The others are scared of him, 
preferring to let him pass when they see him coming in 
their rear view mirrors. Others say, "What a pity he isn't a 
nicer bloke." But this 'bad boy' of Formula One racing has 
only one aim and that is to simply go faster and do it better 

than anyone else.. 


P erhaps the 
unkindest thing 
that you <'an do to 
anyone is *o label 
them most promising 
newcomer or person 
most likely to succf ed 
A golden promise filled 
youth takes an awful lot 
of living down it is said 
that no one in history 
has evei recovered from 
the glory of being head 
boy at Eton 
Ayrton Senna has 
always been a gilded 
youth He was the most 
promising driver to 
enter Formula One 
racing for years, and 
even now he holds a 
rather unenviable 
record he has had more 
pole positions, 34, than 
anyone else Of course, 
holding pole position is 
just another form of 
being promising, 
wmning races is a 
different matter to being 
fastest qualifier 
So it was with nothing 
less than relief that 
Senna at last collected 
his first world 


championship last 
season at the age of 29 
He stands second in this 
year & championship 
and is most people s 
favourite to win il He 
won eight ia< (s last 
season more than 
anyone has won in a 
single season At last 
Senna has been able to 
come to hinisf If become 
the person he should 
have been all along 
self confident in control 
uttei ly sure of himself 
I have become a little 


S ometimes Senna 
seems not so 
much driver as 
driven—driven not 
by ambition to 
succeed, but by a 
purer thing than 
that: a desire td 
move into rarefied 
air, to set new 
limits, to go beyond 
not only ii^t the 
rest have achieved, 
blit togo beyond 
himse» as well..’. 


more relaxed sinre 
winning the 
championship Senna 
said but more 
impoitantly I have 
Ijecome more 
experienced I now know 
exat tly what it takes 
physically mentally and 
emotionally to win it 
and I hop*’ tins nc’w 
stiength will t liable me 
to win it several tim* s 

Ron Dennis hi& tt'am 
managei at M* I,aron 
emphatically believes, 
that Senna is on his way 
to joining the greats of 
the spoi t His 
motivation and 
commitment will tike 
him there this r* t oi d 
foi poles show that 

‘Yes a Formula One 
observer said but what 
a pity he isn t a me er 
bloke 

This IS the received 
wisdom about Senna 
talented, yes butiather 
an uncomfortable 
person to have around 
‘Ayrton is formidable, ’ 
Dennis said, adding that 
his teammate and rival, 
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Alain Frost, is "more 
human in his approach, 
less mechanical" 

Senna is a genuinely 
remarkable man 
perhaps the most 
remarkable man driving 
in this intense, precise 
and esoteric sport ft 
seems that he is only 
just started, but there 
seems to be no limit to 
what ho might achieve 

“I still don’t know how 
far I can go,” he said “It 
is all a leai ning process, 
something I work very 
hard to keep clear in my 
mind I aim to have a 
really realistic, clear 
understanding of what 
IS going on. and what I 
am doing and what I 
can do I can only try 
what I believe I can do. 
but by trying I often find 
I can do more Then I 
have to readjust " 

Senna is Brazilian, 
and his English is fluent 
and idiosyncratic, but 
never glib It is very 
hard to attract his 
attention and sit him 
down to talk but, once 
you have done so, he 
responds with his entire 
mind Here 16 a man, 
you feel, who has never 
done anything 
half-cocked in his life 

“My greatest strength 
18 my dedication,” he 
said “My 

determination The 
desire I have to be No 1 
My aim*^ It is simply to 
go faster and do it 
better If I achieve the 
No 1 position, it means I 
did it better than anyone 
else, and as long as I can 
go even faster than I did 
before, and be even 
better than I was one 
year ago, then I shall be 
able to keep at No 1 " 
Everyone you meet at 
a grand prix wants to 
tell you how impressive 
Senna IS His former 
team, Lotus, still misses 
,hiB non-stop absorption, 

I 


his unrelenting 
application to every 
possible detail, to 
anything that might 
possibly give him an 
edge Now that he is 
champion, he seems 
nothing leas than 
masterful his drive in 
the Canadian Grand 
Pnx It took 
the cruellest luck in the 
v/orld to bring his car to 
a halt with a race as 
good as won 
Sometimes Senna 
seems not so much 
driver as driven di iven 
not by ambition to 
succeed, but by a purer 
thing than that a desire 
to move into rarefied air. 


P ower comes 
from my 

education, which, 
you would say, was 
privileged. I was 
privileged to grow 
up in a nappy and 
healthy 

environment. I had 
my family always 
behind me, helpmg 
me when I have 
some doubt, some 
<}ue8tion...and on 
top of that, 1 have 
been able to 
experience God's 
, OR earth 


to set new limits, to go 
beyond not only what 
the rest have achieved, 
but to go beyond himself 
as well This makes him 
a very unusual man. 
indeed it is not 
supnsing that people 
walk a little stiff-legged 
around him He is not a 
clubbable man 
“On many occasions, I 
have gamed most 
satisfaction from 
beating my own 
achievements, he said 
"Many times I find 
myself in a comfortable 
position and I don t feel 
happy about it I feel it is 
right to slow down, but 
something inside of me. 


something very strong, 
pushes me on, makes me 
try to beat myselt It is 
an enoi mous dcsiie to 
go further and fui thei 
to travel beyond ray own 
limits Of course you 
are al Arays compaicd to 
other people’s 
limits- but when I 
establish limits that are 
higher than anyone 
else’s, then I want to beat 
them, I want to beat 
myself ” 

Winning is simply not 
rich enough a dish for 
Senna Certainly, even 
those most admiring of 
him tend to call him an 
obsessive “It depends 


how you take the word,” 
Senna said “I would 
consider it in a positive 
way As a stimulating 
factor When I am 
working, I am seeking 
to do it for the better, 
and with a very strong 
desire, a very strong 
natural push Perhaps I 
am obsessive in that 
way. but not like a | 

disease 

Every timol have an 
idea about where my 
limits are, 1 go to check 
it and most of the time I i 
am wrong So I have to 
adjust myself to going 
even further It is very 
exciting, and it is a 
non stop process You 
set a record, like for pole 
positions, and okay, 
it IS gone As I achieve it, 
so I have to do 
something else, another 
step 

What matters to me 
most in my world is my 
family, my girlfriend, 
my privacy and to be 
able to carry on doing 
what I am, f he way I am 
doing it now In older 
not to allow outside 
influences to mislead me 
or change my direction 
You change, of course, 
but you should change 
for the better You n%ust 
never let outside 
influences take you in a 
wrong direction 

‘Powei comes fiom 
my education, which 
you would say was 
pi ivileged I was 
piivileged to glow up in 
a happy and healthy 
environment I had my 
family always behind 
me, helping me when I 
have some doubt, some 
question and on top of 
that I have been able to 
experience God’s power 
on earth ” 

No, Senna is not your 
everyday megastar A 
truly formidable man 
Simon Bamo* 

Courtesy The Tiines London 
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EYEWnNESS 


ACCOUNT 


Sports therapist Jack Scott 
worked with Ben Johnson prior 
to the Olympics. He was an 
insider who saw and heard 
everything*. He tells his story of 
what happened to Ben Johnson 


unng three 
crucial 
chunks of 
tune during 
last 

summer's 
buildup to 
the Seoul 


Olympics. 

Scott worked 
extensively with 
Canadian sprinter Ben 
Johnson, who, at the 
time, was still one of the 
most admired athletes in 
tlie world First on the 


Caribbean island of St 
Kitts and later in Ottawa 
and Europe, Scott 
provided exhaustive 
treatments for 
Johnson’s badly injured 
Achilles tendons and 
hamstrings The 


therapy sure ceded 
thanks in Urge part to 
Scott Johnson was able 
to compete all through 
his fateful season 
What Scott observed in 
detail but couldn t 
prevent however, was 














what he saw as 
Johnson’s systematic, 
ruthless and cynical 
exploitation at the hands 
of the men he most 
trusted. One of those 
men—Dr. Jamie 
Astaphan, Johnson’s 
“personal 

physician’’— bragged to 
Scott for hours about 
how his administration 
of anabolic steroids had 
transformed a talented 
but undistinguished 
sprinter into the fastest 
man ever. And yet. a few 
months later, c^r 
Johnson was humiliated 
and stripped of his g^old 
medal in Seoul. 

Astaphan denied ever 
prescribing illegal 
drugs. 

But Jack Scott saw 
and heard otherwise. He 
witnessed how a poor, 
naive athlete had been 
pumped full of 
potentially devastating 
drugs, turned into a 
virtual 

pharmaceutical-testing 
ground, by men who 
were supposedly 
teachers and healers. 
Scott’s story 
underscores Johnson’s 
own responsibility and 
guilt, but it also shows 
how deep amd wide the 
net of culpability spread. 
Most important, his 
story reveals how 
Johnson—and, to be 
fair, Johnson’s 
handlers—do not stand 
alone. 

Scott’s involvement 
begem last June, when 
Astaphan emd Larry 
Heidebrecht, Johnson’s 
agent, phoned with an 
invitation; Would Scott 
work for a week with the 
sprinter on St. Kitts, 
where Johnson hewl 
retreated to avoid the 
crush of flans and 
media? 

I The offer intrigued 

I Scotii for several 

I reaabns.F^ and most 


strongly, it would help 
certify his place as a top 
sports therapist. Since 
the early 1980s, Scott 
had been a leading 
practitioner of MENS 
(minimal electrical 
neuromuscular 
stimulation) then^y. In 
1984 he used MEI^ to 
help fashion Joan 
Benoit’s stunning 
recovery from surgery 
just days before the 
Olympic Marathon 
Trials. Since 
then, he had been in 
demand all over the 
world, and he wanted to 
keep working with top 
athletes. 

Second, Scott was 
already working closely 
with Carl Lewis; 
Johnson’s archrivai in 
the 100 meters, the man 
whom Johnson had 
dedicated years of his 
life to vanquishing. That 
Johnson would turn for 
help to one of the key 
members of Lewis’s 
camp struck Scott as 
both a bracing challenge 
and delicious irony. 

The third reason was 
ironic in a darker way. 
Since first entering 
public life as a sports 
reformer in the late 


JOHNSON’S 
muscles 
seemed to be 
popping 
through his 
skin. Scott was 
reminded of a 
joking 
comment of 
Astaj^han’s: 
“My big worry 
wiui Ben with 
all the stuff 
we’re doing is 
that one day 
he’s Just going 
to explode” 








19608, Scott had been an 
adamant antidrug 
crusader 
Ben Johnson, by 
contrast, had long been 
the subject of rumours 
concerning the use of 
anabolic steroids If all 
the talk was true, then 
Johnson would 
represent a supreme 
challenge to Sett’s 
ability as a holistic 
healer Scott's 
reputation, ego and 
competitive instincts 
would all be put to the 
test After clearing his 
plans with the I^wis 
camp, who wanted 
Johnson to be healthy 
for a fair and profitable 
midsummer match-race, 
Scott booked his flight to 
the Caribbean 
On St Kitts, Johnson 
stayed at the Jack Tar 
resort, where Dr 
Astaphan, a native of the 
island, has business 
mterests Scott and 
Johnson launched into a 
regimen that included 6 
to 8 hours a day of 
intensive massage and 
application of the 
myomatic machine It 
was hard, close work, 
but Scott found Johnson 
to be a kind and gentle 
man. far different from 
the surly, withdrawn 
image commonly 
presented in the media 
By the second day. 


JOHNSON hit 
the man 
knockiM him 
down. I^ott 
knew he was 
watching the 
drugs in action; 
that steroids 
had overlaid 
Johnson’s true 
nature with 
agression. 


Johnson was well 
enough to resume 
working out, and Scott, 
a former sprinter who 
maintsuns excellent 
condition, ran with him 

A routine was quickly 
established Astaphan 
would meet with Scott 
and Johnson in the 
morning, and then leave 
the two alone to work 
all day In the 
evenings, Astaphan 
would join Scott for 
dinner in the hotel 
restaurant And there, 
with no prompting from 
Scott, the doctor started 
talking Astaphan talked 
about every thing About 
what a brilliant job he 
had done transforming 
Johnson from dross into 
gold About how 
Johnson was a “skinny 
little kid” when 
Astaphan began 
working with him five 
years before About how 
Charlie Francis had 
achieved nothing as 
Johnson's coach 
Astaphan worked his 
magic, he made very 
clear, through the 
prodigious use of legal 
and illegal drugs, 
particularly anabolic 
steroids 

Scott was incredulous 
at Astaphan's 
revelations, but did 
nothing to draw him out 
further He didn’t have 
to Astaphan went on to 
boast how everybody in 
elite track and field was 
employing drugs, but 
that he was the master 
“This IS not a simple 
thing,” Astaphan told 
Scott “There 18 not just 
one kind of anabolic 
steroid— there are many 
kinds Some can slow an 
athlete down, and there 
others that can increase 
the reaction time It is a 
very complicated 
procedure ” 

When Scott asked 


Contmwad on Page 47 





All players should 


I | 


a team lose 

in the manner England 
has been doing recently, 
there will always be 
soul-searching, 
criticism and attempts 
to trace the causes. 
Predictably, some 
upjust flak was flung at 
David Gower and Ted 
Dexter. 

What we were all 
guilty of was under 
estimating the 
Australians. They are a 
battle-hardened team 
who have now been 


who stand above the 
rest, but Graham Gooch 
is currently the only one 
to rank alongside the 
very best. 

A contributory factor, 
of course, is county 
cricket itself. When 
mediocre players who 
never reached the top 
become captains and 
managers, they are 
iinable to handle the 
outstanding players and 
tend to drag them down. 

The system is 
obliterating the 
personalities .theJohn 
Snows. Snow was the 
first to rebel because he 
believed he was a 



playing under the same 
captain for 40 Tests. 
Their strategy is more 
certain and each player 
knows his role. 

England, I am sure, 
will come back as the 
series develops but 
Australia now hold the 
psychological 
advantage. And the 
more change England 
make to challenge that 
advantage, the harder 
they will find it to gel as 
a team. 

But where have all the 
outstanding players 
gone? That is the 
question planted most 
firmly on English lips. 
Where are the 
Truemans, the 
Comptons, the Snows, 
the^ycotts? 

This country has 

players 


racehorse who shouldn’t 
be treated as a carthorse. 

The idea that every 
team member should be 
paid the same and 
treated the same is 
fallacious. Some need 
differing types and 
amounts of training; 
some might not like 
coming to the ground 
early. It is almost 
forgotten that 
performance is the most 
important thing. 

Sylvester Clarke’s 
sacking by Surrey 
provides the perfect 
example of this 
self-inflicted dilution of 
talent. Ask any player 
over the past 10 years 
who was the nastiest, 
most dreaded bowler on 
the county circuit and I 
guarantee nine out of 10 
would nominate 
Sylvester, even during 
his recent spell of 
irijury. 

The way Surrey’s only 












e treated equally! 



match-winnings bowler 
was dismissed for 
breaches of disciplme, 
such as tunung up late 
and not attending team 
meetings, astonished 
me How many stretches 
you do, how punctual 
you are, how smart your 
jacket and tie are and 
how many meetings you 
attend, are surely all 
irrelevant to achieving 
the mam priority 
wmmng 
When I captained 
Pakistan, I made it 
known that the players 
would not be treated 
equally because there 
would always be a 
difference between 
racehorses and 
carthorses I told them 
that if Javed Miandad, 
the leading batsman in 
the Deloittes Ratings, 
opted not to attend 
practice sessions or 
meetings, a 20-year old 
could not expect the 
same privileges 
Javed, I explained, 
had created his own 
position in the team 
through his 
performances To 
receive those privileges 
they would have to 
perform like him 
Initially, I clashed 
frequently with the 
Sussex management for 
my lack of time keeping 
or breaking the dress 
code Eventually they 
started to treat me well, 
accepting that, as an 
all-rounder, I would 
perform twice as much 
as most of my colleagues 
and my fitness routine 
was more strenuous 
than anyone else’s 


Imran Khan: Treatment 
according to 
performance 


Attitudes towards 
disciplme seemed far 
more relaxed when 
England were a 
cricketing power 
Although he suffered 
under the stricter 
international codes, 
Trueman got away with 
plenty at county level 
and when 1 joined 
Sussex I heard amusing 
tales about Dexter's 
fondness for laying bets 
during games 

Sadly, this slightly 
more privileged policy 
towards top players, 
such as higher wages, 
creates jealousy I was 
captaining Pakistan 
when Javed struck a 
match-winning six 
against India m Sharjah 
a couple of years ago 
Money was hurled onto 
the field- it was the 
most lucrative six m 
history 

Suddenly I noticed 
resentment among some 
team members who felt 
they had also 
contributed I suggested 
to them that, rather 
than resent Javed’s good 
fortune, they should 
strive to do the same and 
win a match 
single handedly for 
their country That is 
what the Surrey 
manager should have 
told his team when 
Sylvester, their most 
devastating bowler of 
the past decade, missed 
a meeting 

Cricket is a team 
game, but that means 
getting individuals to 
play as one To 
paraphrase the Billy 
Joel song, certam 
mdividutds should be 
accepted just the way 
they are 

Couftaqy The Owly TeleQraph 
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P ' waited 

42 yes, 42' 
Test 
innings 
foi his 
first Test 
century 
Steve Waugh certainly 
seems hell bent on 
making up for all the 
lost time A 


swashbuckling 177 in 
the first Test at 
Headingley underlined 
his worth in platinum 
just when critics were 
taking potshots at his 
ability to make a big 
score And just as the 
above-mentioned 
gentlemen gingerly 
extracted their feet from 
their mouths, Waugh 
shoved them back in 
even harder with yet 
another 152 in the very 
next Test at Lord’s 
What IS it that allows 
Steve Waugh this 
sudden run of big 
scores'^ It certainly 


couldn’t be slack 
Enghsh bowling 
otherwise all the other 
top-order Aussie 
batsmen would be 
helping themselves to 
big scores too So it must 
be the eventual 
emergence of this 
multi-talented 
Australian’s hunger to 
prove his critics wrong 
And how' 

Steve Waugh is one 
batsman who still 
adheres to the old school 
of batting technique His 
18 not the thump the 
flront foot down mto the 
hne of the ball and hope 






-the F'*’-- 


e^eVE ESTS sco^tnE 


SuboEFl 


for the best’ style. Par 
from it This elegant 
man prefers to stand, 
feet slightly wider apart 
than recommended m 
the coaching manuals, 
sideways . and 
perfectly still. This 
allows him the freedom 
to choose which foot he 
wants to go onto unlike 
the rest who have most 
often committed 
themselves to the &ont 
foot already. Watch him 
closely the next time you 
see him take guard. 
You’ll see for yourself. 

Once he has decided 
which foot to go onto. 


then it's just a matter of 
combining his superb 
eye and crisp timing to 
rocket the ball off the 


w 


HILE 
more 
and 
more 
players all over 
the world are 
opting for heavy 
logs, Waugh is 
sticking to a 21b 
seven ounce 
strokemaker. 



willow. But the most 
important thing is: His 
stance is always side-on, 
keeping him just inside 
the line of the ball so ' 
that he has ample room 
for the aerodynamic 
flow of a straight bat 

Just going by simple 
comparison, one would 
be forced to admit that 
the modern-day style of 
standing almost face-on, 
bat raised to the 
shoulder baseball-style 
like BO many of the 
Englishmen nowadays 
isn’t paying as rich 
dividends as the classic 
stance adopted by 
Waugh. His bat is 
always groimded as the 
bowler botmds in, only 
leaving the ground for 
its backlift once the ball 
has left the bowler’s 
hand. 

Also to be considered 
is the weapon he takes to 
battle While more and 
more players all over the 
world are opting for 
heavy logs, Waugh is 
sticking to a 2LB 7 
ounce strokemaker The 
logic of this is simple 
the heavy bats convert 
even a half-blade shot 
into a thumping drive 
while the lighter ones 
allow you the mobility 
and time to make sure 
you don’t hit a half-blade 
shot Somethmglike 
tossing up between a 
top-of-the-Iine Mercedes 
and a Ferrari Both’ll get 
you there 

eventually—provided 
you know what you're 
doing with them, of 
course-but while the 
heavy, steady Merc will 
compensate for any 
smfdl driver mistakes, 
the highly-responsive 
and unforgiving 
Ferrari will give you a 
much more exciting 
ride Waugh has chosen 
the Ferrari. 

Tony Lewis, former 
English skipper, likens 


Waugh’s stance to BiU 
Lawry, Denis Compton, 
Peter May, Ted Dexter 
and even Sunil 
Gavaskar. Although he 
goes on to warn that we 
shouldn’t start 
bracketing Waugh with 
these all-time Greats 
just because he’s scored 
two centuries on the 
trot. "It’s unfair to hail 
Steve Waugh in these 
terms just because it has 
taken him 27 matches to 
get his first Test 
century, but he is on his 
way,” says Lewis of the 
young Australian. 

Talking about 
instamces where gocxl 
batsmen have somehow 
allowed flaws to creep 
into their technique, 
Lewis recalled the time 
when Geoff Boycott 
returned from the West 
Indies tour of 1980-81: 
“Kay Illingworth, then 
Yorkshire’s cricket 
manager, spotted that 
Boycott had opened his 
stance to such an extent 
that he was never quite 
getting back to the 
sideways position in the 
stroke The bat was 
bemg tugged slightly 
across the hne, off to 
leg,’ Lewis said, going 
on to add, "he videoed 
Boycott from the 
bowler’s end in the nets 
and within a minute of 
viewing it. Boycott 
agreed to the flaw.” 

Funnily enough, for a 
player who cut his milk 
teeth on the slam-bang 
pyrotechnics of one-day 
cricket, Waugh has 
adopted the five-day 
batting style. In an age 
when many players put 
runs before 
techmque-he has 
somehow stuck to the 
straight and narrow. . 
and finally come up 
trumps BowlersoHhe 
world beware. The 
Ferrari has found 
overdrive! i 







Boys Of Waugh 


I t may not be quite the right moment to tell 
Fin giieh cricket fans, but the Waugh family 
contains four boys and Steve may not be the 
best batsman amongst them. 

Steve Waugh has so far hit 329 runs in the 
Ashes series without being dismissed, laying the 
foundations for Australia’s domination of the 
first two Tests 

Previously thought of as a fine one-day player. 


Waugh, 24, is now described in lengiand as the 
new Bradman and Allan Border's successor as 
Australian captain. 

In Australia while Waugh’s allnmnd skills and 
relisbili^ are valued highly, as a batsman he is 
considered a lesser talent than his twin brother 
Mark. 

Mark, younger by four minutes, has always 
been one step behind Steve in his first-class 
career. He made hie debut for New South Wales in 
1985-86, a year after Steve, and represented the 
country only in the 1988-89 season. 

Mark, yet to play a Test match, was considered 
unlucky to miss out on the Ashes tour. But he has 
followed his brother’s lead by pitting in 
England's C!oun1y championship, coincidentally 
hitting his first County century for Essex as his 
brother was murdering the English Test attack 
last 


The thini Waugti 


Mark and Steve play their Sydney league 
cricket for Bankstown, a team which boasts a 
third Waugh, Dean 

Dean, 19, hit a century last season for a league 
twRTn ia England against the visiting Australian 
aboriginal team and is considered by many local 
pundits as a Test quality player. 

‘Tt’saniceidea, three of us playing for 
Australia but it’s a long way off,” Dean said 
recently. 

Six years younger than Dean IS Danny, who is 
«1 ho no mean achiever with the bat. 

Steve made his Test debut in 1985-86 agamst 
India. Along with West Indian captain Viv 
Richards, he was regarded as the best one-day 
cricketer in the world after Australia’s 1987 
World Cup victory 

In the final, with England needing 19 runs to 
win offtwoQvers, Border threw the ball to ^ 
Waugh. His i%ht-arm mediiim-paoe removed 
free-hitting Phil DeFreitas and conceded just two 
runs, ending England’s victory hopes. 

After asuperb 1988 season with Somerset 
during which he averaged over 70 with the bat, 
Waugh bad a poor series against Pakistan, 
dropping several catches. 

He narrowly avoided being dropped for the 
1988-89 Test series against West Indies but 
proved his worth by taking all the touring side’s 
pace attack cbuld throw at him. He fell 
agoni^ngly short of his debut Test century, 
hitting two 90s. 

Now that he has scored that elusive century, be 
has taken on the look of one of Australia’s 
immortals—dapper, dfort-haired and clear-eyed 
under ids baggy green and gold cap. 

His next goal could well be to sheK>herd one or 
more brothers into the Test side and found an 
Australian cricket dynasty to rival Ian, Oreg and 
Trevor Chappell. 

OOMTlMf nwiW 




Astaphan if he regularly 
checked Johnson's blood 
levels and liver 
functioning both of 
winch might be seveiely 
affected by prolonged 
steriod use, Astaphan 
replied no he nevei had 
My only concei n he 
said, ‘is to make sure 
that Ben balances these 
things pi opei ly 
Scott quickly leahsed 
that Astaphan unlike 
other dcx-tors he knew 
was not meicly 
pi e&ci ibing stei lods as. a 
supplement He was 
basing the athelett s 
training aiound them 
pushing both the di ugs 
and the athletes to then 
fillthestlimits 'Ihcie 
wei e othci s besides 
Johnson Astaiihan gave 
detailc d pi eriic tions of 
how vai ions athletes 
would pm foi in in the 
coming liack and field 
season The pi edii tions 
weicn t based pi imai ilv 
on ti ainiiig oi past 
peiformance but moie 
on what kind of di ugs 
they had been using 

Hut Johnson 
Astaphan cmphasi/cd 
waslai andawav his 
pi 171 expi 1 iment 
Compai ed to some of 
these gu> s Ben has a 
childlike complete tiust 
mine he told Scott 
Whatevei I tell him 
he 11 do 

Attei dinnei each 
evening Scott would 
if tneto hisicxim 
lecling fiom all the 
docloi had tonl esse d 
Why was Astaphan 
saying all this^ he would 
wondei Scott 
speculated that Astaphan 
telt he hadn t received 
full credit foi all he 
believed he had done tor 
Johnson Astaphan 
indeed seemed to think 
tht he was only doing 
what others were doing, 
except better By the 
same token, he seemed 


so wrapped up in 
prescribing steroids that 
he d lost sight of the fact 
that they were illegal 
and harmful Another 
explanation also had to 
do with Aataphan’s 
megalomania and 
ambition He knew that 
Scott had extensive 
contacts among many 
top athletes including 
some in the high-rolling 
worlds of piofessional 
fcxitball and basketball 
Pei haps Scott 1 casoned 
Astaphan was tiying to 
impress him and 
theioby gain new 
clients 

A thii d possibility was 
the most distuibing 
that Astaphan knowing 
Scott s ties to IjBWIS was 
dehbci ately ti ymg to 
mislead him Astaphan 
might think Scott would 
tell Lewis s people and 
that P'py would lui n to 
the pi ess That would 
look pietty bac^ wlitn 
Ben kept winning and 
passing the di ug tests 

With all ol these 
possibilities lunmng 
tillough his mine none 
of them pleasant Scott 
decided his best coui se 
ol ac tion was to Keep his 
mouth shut and to focus 
on healing Johnson s leg 
pi oblems And so foi a 
week Scott s louune 
continued woiking 
with Johnson by day 
listening to Astaphan at 
night Thequietci Scott 
became thomoie 
Astaphan i ushed in to 
fill the silences finally 
aghast at Astaphan s 
continued talk about 
administering steroids ! 
Scott had to ask What 
about the teats'^ 

The Tests'^ Astaphan 
81101 ted The tests are a 
joke' 

Scc'tt was cai eful 
nevei to discuss diugs 
duectly with Johnson 
He couldn t help 
noticing howevei when 


Johnson would ingest 
huge quantities of pills 
as many as SO oi 30 at a 
time And he couldn’t 
help overheai mg one 
day as Johnson softly 
told a fi lend You 
know when the 
Olympics di e finally 
ovei I m going to get 
away fi om these 
people (See Note 1 

A f rf R leav mg SI 
Kitts Scott 

If turned to his honiem 
Beikfley California but 
kcjit m weekly touch 
with Johnson by phone 
Although his 
hamstimgs had healed 
Johnson s lren7ied 


BUT Johnson, 
Astaphan 
emphasised, 
was far and 
away his prize 
e:weriment. 
^'Cfompared to 
some of these 
guys, Ben has a 
complete trust 
in me,” he told 
Scott, 

“Whatever! tell 
him.he’Udo.” 


training had caused 
increasing Achilles 
pain By the time of the 
Canadian Olympic 
Trials the first weekend 
m August the tendons 
were sore enough foi 
Johnson to summon 
Scott to Ottawa 
Scott flew to Canada 
along with Jonah, his 
10 yeai old son They 
found Johnson 
legistered in a hotel 
undei an assumed 
name and compai ed to 
St Kitts he looked like a 
diffeientperson His 
musi les seemed to be 
popping thiough hib 
skin Scott was 
reminded of a joking 


comment of Astaphan s 
My big woi 1 y with Ben 
with all the stuff we ic 
doing he had said is 
that on*- da\ he )u J 
going to explc (1< 

In Ottawa .Scott liegaii 
to witness the 
psychological i avages 
commonly called i oid 
rage thatsteioids weie 
mflictmg on Johnson 
On the one hand hf‘ 
would wab h th« 
splinter play happily toi 
hour s with Jonah 
Unschooled 
unsophisticated and 
stiugglmg with a 
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speech impediment, 
Johnson had always 
been more comfortable 
around children than 
adults. But the night 
before the Canadian 
100 -meter finals, a 
different Johnson 
emerged. 

Scott remembers that 
he, Johnson and 
Astaphan had gone tjnt 
to dinner that evening. 
Walking back to the 
hotel, they were 
recognized by a man 
with a video camera. The 
man stuck the camera 
under Johnson's no.se 
and wouldn't leave when 
asked to. Then, with 
shocking suddenness, 
Johnson hit the man, 
knocking him down 
Scott knew he was 
watching the drugs in 
action, that steroids had 
overlaid Johnson's true 
nature with aggression, 
just as they had swollen 
his true physiejuo with 
bulging muscles 

From Ottawa, Scott 
flew with JohiKson and 
Astaphan to join the 
European track circuit 
in Milan, where ho 
would resume working 
with Carl Lewis Going 
through customs in 
Italy, Scott saw how 
Astaphan was nearly 
beside him.self when 
officials insisted on 
inspecting his black 
doctor's bag 
The Augu.st 17 
match-race in Zurich 
between Ijtiwia and 
Johnson had iHicome the 
centerpiece of 1 he 
European track season. 
Both athletes were to 
receive a guaranteed 
$200,000 (partly 
appearance fee, but 
mainly TV money) for 
their first confrontation 
since the 1987 Rome 
World Championships. 
Joking with liCwis 
before til^race, Scott 
said he deserved a cut 



I for keeping Johnson 
healthy enough to 
compete. Lewis laughed 
and took Scott to 
dinner. 

T he Johnson camp, 
meanwhile, was 
considerably less loose. 
Things started to 
unravel on the morning 
of the race, when 
Johnson received his 
appearance payment. 
For some reason, the 
cash fell several 
hundred dollars short of 
the agreed upon 
amount. That morning, 
Johnson was scheduled 
for a critical session of 
massage therapy; but 
instead he went 
charging off to find out 
about his missing 
money. That night, after 
Johnson lost the 
long-awaited showdown 
with Lewis, Astaphan 
was furious about the 
missed massage. “I can’t 
do everything.” 
Astaphan spluttered to 
Scott. “Jack, please 
introduce me to Carl,” he 
continued. “If I do for 
Carl what I did for Ben, 
it wouldn’t even be 
close.” 

A S the Olympics 
approached, Scott 
felt more and more 
powerless to do 
anything about the 
situation. If he hadn’t 
made a commitment to 
work exclusively with 
Lewis in Seoul, he might 
have tried to convince 
Johnson to leave Francis 
and Astaphan. But Scott 
could never do so in 
good conscience unless 
he could personally 
provide an alternative. 

Before Scott left for 
Seoul, his friends, 
knowing he had worked 
with both sprinters, 
asked whom he’d be 


pulling for. Scott replied 
that, in the best of aJl 
possible worlds, 

Johnson would win the 
100 meters by an 
eyelash over Lewis; but 
that Lewis would win all 
the other events he had 
entered. Scott hoped 
both men could leave 
Korea as heroes. 

Instead, of course, 

Carl Lewis left a hero, 
while Ben Johnson left 
in disgrace. 

Immediately after the 
100 -meter finals, before 
the test results were 
divulged, Scott was 
massaging Carl Lewis. 
“Jack, 1 sure would like 
to know what stuff Ben 
was taking,” Lewis said 
philosophically, 

“because he just wasn’t 
the same person I raced 
in Zurich.” 

N OW, months later. 
Jack Scott comes to 
these conclusions. First, 
that Astaphan started 
Johnson on steroids 
without the sprinter’s 
direct knowledge, even 
though, certainly, 
Johnson consented to 
continue. 

Second, that the power 
of steroids to boost 
performance must be 
acknowledged. Scott 
argues that athletes 
from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, trying to 
earn a living from their 
extremely brief and 
uncertain athletic 
careers, will naturally 
turn to whatever might 
help them, particularly 
if they suspect that their 
competitors are doing 
the same. To see the 
“ethical” argument 
against drugs with 
these athletes is 
ingenuous at best and 
callous at worst. Scott 
contends that to protect 
the health of athletes 
and to preserve what 
integrity remains in the 


sport, stringent, 
random testing must be 
conducted by a 
powerful, independent 
agency. 

And third, that 
anabolic steroid use 
among world-class 
athletes in the 1980s is a 
terrifically complex 
enterprise. Scott believes 
that successful 
application of the drugs 
demands expert medical 
guidance and that any 
major track-and-field 
athlete using steroids 
must have an 
Astaphan-like figure 
behind them. To use 
drugs to significantly 
improve performance, 
and then to pass the 
tests afterward, requires 
the complicity of every 
segment of the sport. 

Jack Scott’s story ends 
with one final 
impression. This 
episode, like the one that 
began his involvement, 
hinged on a phone call. 
After Johnson was 
disqualified in Seoul, 
Scott had to call his son 
Jonah from Korea and 
explain that the sweet 
and gentle man who had 
befriended him in 
Ottawa was not a villain, 
that Ben Johnson was a 
good man who had made 
very bad choices. 

Today, Scott is sure 
that Jonah accepted his 
explanation. His son’s 
faith in the foundation 
of sports and the people 
who play them remains 
unshaken. About the 
future, however, Scott 
can't be quite so 
confident. He doesn’t 
know what Jonah might 
believe if his father has 
to call him from 
Barcelona in 1992. 

NOTE: Appearing before 
the Canadian drug inquiry, 
Johnson testified that he 
had "planned to split from 
Jamie and Charlie" after 
the Seoul Games 
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I I _ T's the Li¬ 

quor 
Baron 
against 
The 

Baron It’s 
the C h p- 
noy anti 

I -Kader duo 

against Aris David and 
Robin Corner It’s Bom¬ 
bay versus Bangalore 
It’s the Usha Stud bred 
horses taking on the 
1 PoonawallaStud horses 
It’s a rape where the witi- 
ner, in addition to being 
hailed as a champion 
will receive over half a 
million rupees in Stakes 
It’s the richest race over 
run in Bangalore and 
it's called the Kingfisher 
Derby, sponsored by the 
United Breweries 
Group 

It’s difficult to say pre 
cisely how many will 
eventually be declared to 
start but one can con¬ 
fidently state that the 
Bombay challenger, 
Pierce Arrow, will start 
the favourite His stable- 
mate Golden Treasuie is 
sure to be fancied too 
and together they will 
spearhead the Western 
India challenge for Li¬ 
quor Baron Vijay 
Mallya 

Lined up to face them 
IS Oxford Blue and 
Ministrella Both owned 
by The Baron of Indian 
racing Dr MAM 
Ramaswamy They are 
trained by Aris David 
and are the pride of 
Bangalore 

So on the afternoon of 
July 16, these twe colts 
and two fillies line up to 


do battle Refereeing the 
final will be a Calcutta- 
based colt named Aspir¬ 
ant and he just could be 
the one who could upset 
the top seeds and pro¬ 
duce a Chang like Ro 
land Garros perfoi m- 
ancp 

So, all in all the five in 
contention for the Kmg- 
fishe" Bangalore Derby 
slated to be run on the 
third Sunday of July are 
(in alphabetical order) 
Aspirant, Golden Trea 
sure, Ministrella, Ox 


ford Blue and Pierce 
Arrow Let’s therefore 
have a brief Icxik at the 
chances of each indi¬ 
vidually 

ASPIRANT: Unbeaten 
in four starts, this com¬ 
pact and stocky bay colt 
with a lovely white blaze 
hails from Calcutta 
Owned by the Khaitan 
family. Aspirant is 
under the charge of Cal¬ 
cutta’s leading profes¬ 
sional Haskell David 

By Common Land out 



of the Everyday II mare 
Adelina, Aspirant is 
bred in the. Classic 
mould His dam Adelina 
18 herself the winner of 
four Classics including 
the Calcutta Derby She 
had both speed and sta¬ 
mina and won in top 
class company from a 
sprint over 2200 metres 
to the most gruelling 
mile and three quarter 
circuit meant for estab¬ 
lished stayers The sire. 
Common Land is better 
known for the sprinters 


There are five in 
contention for the 
Bangalore Derby 
slated to be run on 
the third Sunday in 
July: Aspirant, 
Golden Treasure, 
Ministrella, Oxford 
Blue and Pierce 
Arrow « 


he produced and bar 
Almanac, the rest of his 
progeny were specialist 
speedmerchants 
Hence, it could be that 
Aspirant will find the 
trip a bit difficult But he 
has a lot of class and 
that makes up for a lot 
His last two wins this 
season were so impress¬ 
ive that he must come 
into the Derby with a 
great chance and if he 
can see out the trip he 
could be right there at 
the busy end 









GOLDEN TREASURE: The 

most sparingly raced fil¬ 
ly in the Derby hne up, 
she has run Just twice 
She won her hrst start 
I in Bombay and then 
knuckled under in 
Bangalore to finish 
I second behind Mimstrel- 
la in the Fillies Trial 
Owned by V^jay Mallya 
she 18 trained by Bom¬ 
bay’s champion trainer 
Bezan Chenoy 

By Treasure Leaf out 
of Chimeric, Golden Tre¬ 
asure 18 well bred on 
both sides Her sire pro¬ 
duced a Derby winner 
from his very first 
crop—Treasure Girl 
Few stallions have done 
that The dam Chimeric 
IS a daughter of Rouge 
Sang one of the top 
Canadian stallions and 
she herself is a winner of 
five races 

If any three year old 
in the Derby line up has 
the scope to improve it is 
Golden Treasure She 
ran very green in the 
Tnan and that run is 
bound to bring her on to 
a great extent Moreov 
ei she went into the 
race without a run and 
still managed to stay 
very close to the winner 
She will have learned a 
lot with that and ma 
tured a bit too so watch 
out for her 

MINISTRELLA A winner 
of three races from lour 
starts, she is in great 
form this summer Own 
ed by Dr M A M Ramas 
wamy and trained by 
Aris David she won the 
Fillies Trial a little easier 
than the official verdict 
could lead you to believe 

By Malvado out of 
Charrenzaccio she is a 
half sister to Divine 
Light who two years ago 
went on to wm the Derby 
after first winning the 
Fillies Trial Hence, you 
could say that Ministrel- 


la 18 one of the most 
fashionably bred fillies 
in the line up and is 
striving to follow her 
illustrious half sister s 
footsteps The 2000 
metie circuit should not 
be any problem at all as 
Ministrella got the mile 
easily enough 

OXFORD BLUE A showy 
boy colt he is a winner of 
four races from five 
starts Extremely highly 
strung he invariably 
destroys his chances by 
playing up before the 
start of a race and injui - 
mg himself Trained by 
Aris David he is owned 
by Dr MAM Ramas- 
wamy 

By Riyahi out of High¬ 
land Rule, had this bay 
colt gone to Oxford he 
would surely have been 
a Blue in athletics He Is 


Ifs the Chenoy and 
Kader duo against 
Aris David and 
Robin Corner. Ifs 
Bombay versus 
Bangalore. Ifs the 
Usha Stud bred 
horses taking on 
the Poonawalla 
Stud horses. 


impeccably bred on both 
sides His sire Riyahi is 
a eon of the great Red 
God and hes already 
produced an Indian Der¬ 
by winner The dam 
Highland Rule is a got- 
abroad and won the Indi¬ 
an 1000 Guineas, the In¬ 
dian 2000 Guineas and 
the Indian Oaks in Bom¬ 
bay She herself was ex- 


The Baron of Indian 
racing: M.A.M. 

BanuMwamy 

tremely temperamental 
and add to that the blood 
Riyahi and you produce 
a volatile genius On 
blood, Oxford Blue 
should go a mile and a 
quarter 

PIERCE ARROW: Un¬ 
beaten in three starts, 
this Bombay based colt 
IS owned by Vljay Mallya 
and tramed by Bezan 
Chenoy By winning the 
Colts Trial without the 
benefit of a race run. 
Pierce Arrow goes into 
that elite group of Briga¬ 
dier Gerad and more re¬ 
cently Nashwan The 
former won the English 
2000 Guineas while the 
latter went on after the 
Guineas to win the 
Derby 

A powerful chestnut 
colt, he 18 by Tieasure 
Leaf out of Tick Took 
which makes him a half 
brother to sprint queen 
Time And Place On 
blood It appears that 
Pierce Arrow will not 
stay but the manner in 
which he won the mile 
suggests that an extra 
400 metres should not 
be any problem His dam 
Tick Tock won the South 
India 1000 Guineas and 
she was a small made 
filly as was her first foal 
Time And Place Pierce 
Arrow does not look 
anything like them and 
there lies the difference 
He seems to have taken 
more on the lines of his 
cousin Almanac and 
that being the case he 
will be supreme from 
1200 metres to 2400 
metres 

In summing it up, it ^ 
looks like Pierce Arrow 
and Golden Treasure 
could make it a family 
affair for the Mallya 
group sponsored King¬ 
fisher Derby 


AY what you 
may If two 
prenncj 
teams wfiose 
iivati V IS 
intens* 

amidst pievcileiil 
mconwsti'iK y theiiMS 
always the 1 1 epidal ion of 
miscalculdlinj' the 
winiiei In till* 197 7 
Senioi DivisionSocim 
I^a( 4 uo Mohnn Hagan 
were hot favnui ites to 
beat East Bi ngal but the 
latter silenced all the 
pundits by siiiac king in 
two goals That day 
Bagan coac h PK 
Banorjeo had to be 
escorted back homo in a 
police van to avoid the 
angry mob 

Last week loi the 
second time m his 
coaching careoi PK has 
had the sam«* experience 
when underi atcd 
Tollygungc Ag i agami 



East Bengal Join the 
Bandwagon 


This year’s Calcutta League has had its share of upset results, first 
Mohammedan SC, then Mohun Bagan dropping points against the small 
teams. Last week it was East Bengal's turn to get a taste of defeat 


■Wii 
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upset East Bengal 
whiCh was enough to 
spark troubk and send 
PK home in a jxilu e van 
A situation like this 
wouldn’t have arisen 
had it not been East 
Bengal’s second 
consecutive defeat The 
reigning champions 
have so far dropped six 
valuable points from 
their nine outings 
enabling Mohammedan 
Sporting to rc join the 
chase lor the coveted 
title, although it s too 
early to make any 


predictions 
Never theless, one 
cannot help but 
sympathise with PK 
Banerjee who, like 
Mohammedan SC coach 
Nayeem, seems to be 
passing through a 
patchy spell and the 
sooner he overcomes it 
the better With a horde 
of stars in the East 
Bengal camp he’s still 
not sui e of his first 
eleven and has been 
committing some 
tactical blunders costing 
the team dearly Till 


before their match 
against Bagan which 
the favourites lost 0— 2, 
East Bengal were the 
only one of the Big 
Three whose record has 
not been smeared in this 
highly unpredictable 
Calcutta season 
It was Mohun Bagan 
who first made a mess of 
their arch rivals’ 
intentions And they 
weren’t supposed to as 
East Bengal were rated 
stronger on paper in the 
first ‘exhibition’ at the 
Salt Lake stadium Prior 


to the game PK made it 
clear what he expected 
from his boys, while 
Bagan coach Amal Dutta 
was noii-commital 
What-he had up his 
sleeves left everyone in a 
suspense 

As it turned out, Amal 
Dutta had a fantastic 
story to relate Except 
for that brief retaliation 
after the breather which 
saw Debashis Mukherjee 
and the Bagan bar come 
m the way of Cheema, 
Kuijit and Tarun Dey, 
East Bengal were 
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Sishir Ghosh heads in 
his first groal agrainst 
East Bengal and his 
second past Ganguly 

literally nowhere 
Dutta s 4 4 2 formation 
outwitted, maligned and 
heckled PK 8 side The 
numerical superiority 
displayed by Sudip 
Chatterjoe, Prasanta 
Banerjee and Satyajit 
Chatterjee in the 
midfield accounted foi 
the team’s 2—0 triumph 
The overlapping by 
Prasanta ^ha and 
Aloke Mukherjee caused 
enough anxiety to the 
rival defence 
Monaranjan 


Bnattacharya and Tai un 
Dey proved incompetent 
and of course vetei an 
Bhaskai Ganguly let 
East Bengal down with 
his pcKM keeping Sishii 
Ghosh played a captain s 
game scoring both the 
goals and was even 
deprived of a hattrick by 
referee Milan EHitta who 
didn thatie any 
explanation for ruling 
out what seemed to be a 
genmne goal 
Cheema Kuljit Singh 
Yashpal (both the 
Punjab players still have 
to get acquainted to the 
heavy under foot 
conditions here) Bikash 
Panji and later 


NKh BUtitcho'y* 

KnshanuDey just 
didn t know what went 
wrong Perhaps East 
Bengal weietoo 
complacent ButPKis 
hopeful that his team 
will not look the same 
when they face Bagan m 
the return match 
If Mohammedan S C 
strikers have shown 
over the past few weeks 
their inability to score it 
seemed the same was 
relevant to East Bengal 
too Against Agi agami 
the home side did 
everything but score 
They wasted about half a 
dozen sitter s, created by 
Yashpal and Panji The 
offenders were Cheema, 
Kuljit and Panji himself 
But credit must also go 
to Agragami keeper 
Ratan Das who 
confidently thwarted a 
(xiuple of obvious 
opportunities 
If the East Bengal 
jersey didn’t bring luck 
a change during the 
breather didn’t do any 


Agragami’s 
Sambhu Bag being 
congratulated by his 
teammate after scoring 
the matoh-wmner 
against East Bengal 

wonders either Does the 
game s r ule pei imt the 
change of shirts unless 
both the teams have 
identical colours'^One 
fails to undei stand why 
a national referee like 
Su Santa Choudhury 
allowed East Bengal to 
change and that too 
dut mg the interval 
However, thatpioved 
inconsequential as 
Tollygunge Agragami’s 
stopper turned striker 
Sambhu Bag netted the 
all important goal and 
further reduced East 
Bengal s position in the 
league table There is 
something wrong 
somewhere in thp team 
and the club Some say it 
IS the wranghngs 
within 

Let’s h ipe not 
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Mohd. SC Find 
The Old Touch 


J ust when Nayeem 
was m the centre of a 
controversy because of 
the team's inability to 
win (with two successive 
defeats) Mohammedan 
Sporting found the 
winning touch His 
forwards have always 
shown the urge to find 
the target but 
unfortunately they have 
been most erratic or 
lacked fimsh They were 
determined to win 
agfainst a weak Wan AC 
and Chibuzor played the 
lead role in the attack 
which was devoid of 
BsbuMani.Pradip 
Talukdar and Uttam 


Mukherjee Vyay 
Kumar came to the 
Nigerian’s rescue and 
eventually scored Wan 
had begun play with 
their backs to the wall 
and therefore couldn’t 
make any positive 
moves Mohammedan 
SC will have to do better 
than one-goal victories if 
they are to be spared 
from the wrath of their 
supporters 

A few days later the 
supporters did go back 
content It was the first 
time this season 
Mohammedan SC had a 
convincing win, over 
George Telegraph, 
Chibuzor and Mastan 
scored before Joyedeb 
Chakraborty added a 


Chibuzor makes a back 
volley against George 
Telegraph. Mohd. SC 
won Uie tie 

self goal This victory 
should stand them in 
good stead against 
Mohun Bagan who they 
meet before you read 
this 

Chibuzor is showing 
that he is in fine fettle, 
but Nayeem still has a 
problem Fareedwas 
booked for the second 
time and will sit out the 
crucial tie with Bagan 
The constant raids by 
the trio of Chibuzor, 
Uttam and Feroze saw 
the George citadel fall to 
pieces ShankasSadhu 
performed well to claim 
a place permanently in 


S«nto*hGhoMt 

the home team Once 
Sadhu penetrated deeply 
into the box but was 
intentionally obstructed 
by Zaidul Ah and referee 
Sagar Sen allowed 
Mohammedan SC a 
penalty and a chance to 
go 2 up 

It seems internal strife 
is hampering both East 
Bengal and 
Mohammedan 
Sportings’ campaign 
Mohun Bagan don’t 
seem to have too many 
problems of this nature 
Perhaps, therefore, 
there is some irony in 
the fact that at the time 
of writing Bagan sit 
comfortably at the top of 
the league table 

SuUwth Sarcar 







HERE 
HAS been 
renewed 
specula¬ 
tion con¬ 
cerning 
the con¬ 
tents of 
the 

famous Ashes urn in the 
MCC’s museum at 
Lord’s Does it really 
oontain the ashes of a 
bail burnt by a group of 
Melbourne women in 
1883, or the remains of a 
cricket ball, or nothing 
at all. or even the re¬ 
mains of an Aboriginal 
cricketer? Unfortunate¬ 
ly, MCC shows no signs 
of willingness to submit 
its holiest rehc to the 
forensic examination 
which would settle the 
issue beyond a shadow 
of doubt 

The urn, of course, is 
only one half of the 
Ashes legend The 
phrase 'the Ashes’ was 
coined after England's 
famous and sensational 
defeat by Australia at 
The Oval in 1882—their 
first defeat at home. 
Needing only 85 to win 
in their second innings, 
the Englishmen were 
skittled out by the Au¬ 
stralian bowlers for only 
77; the last five wickets 
mustered a mere 11 
runs. A day later, the 
Spcrting Times carried a 
mock obituary. ‘In Affec¬ 
tionate Remembrance of 
English Cricket which 
died at The Oval on 29th 
August, 1882, deeply 
lamented by a large cir¬ 
cle of sorrowing friends 
and acquaintances. RIP 
NB—The body will be 
cremated and the Aches 
taken to Australia’ 


The obituary was writ¬ 
ten by the journalist 
Reginald Brooks, elder 
son of the distinguished 
editor of Punch. Shirley 
Brooks, who had died in 
1874. Reginald worked 
on Punch for a while, 
but seems to have found 
it too staid Victorian 
commentators recorded 
sombrely that he aban¬ 
doned himself to a more 


carefree lifestyle, with 
its inevitably tragic con¬ 
clusion; he died in 1888, 
at the age of 34, and the 
mock obituary is his 
only claim to fame 
Ashes’ jokes were in 
circulation in Australia 
the following wmter of 
1882-83, when the Hon 
Ivo Bligh’s side travelled 
there to regain Eng¬ 
land’s cricket pride, and 

The Ashes. MCCs 
holiest relio 





D oes it really 
contain the 
ashes of a bail 
burnt by a group of 
Melbourne women 
in 1883, or the 
remains of a cricket 
ball, or nothing at 
all? 



the phrase ‘the Ashes’ 
soon passed into folk¬ 
lore. 

This side of the Ashes 
legend is uncontrover- 
sial, but there is another 
aspect to it which has 
not been commented on 
before In fact, Brooks’s 
notice was only one of 
several humorous pieces 
which appeared in the 
popular press on the 
subject of England’s de¬ 
feat at The Oval. Most of 


the others have been for¬ 
gotten, mercifully: they 
were full of laboured 
Victorian jokes, and 
ghastly pirns. But there 
was another mock obitu¬ 
ary, which appeared in 
the popular magazine 
Cricket a few days before ! 
Brooks published his 
own in the Sporting 
Times: ‘Sacred to the 
Memory of England’s 
Supremacy in the Crick¬ 
et-Field, which expired 
on the 29th Day of Au¬ 
gust. at The Oval. “Its 
end was Peate’’ ’ (Ted Pe- 
ate was the England No. 

11 and his was the last 
wicket to fall.) We do not 
know if Brooks bor¬ 
rowed the idea; he may 
well have done so, but 
the wit of hie composi¬ 
tion was much sharper 
and more striking, and 
clearly much more 
popular; the other notice 
seems to have been 
quickly forgotten. 

The success of Regin¬ 
ald Brooks’s comic piece 
when those of fellow 
journalists soon sank 
without trace was not 
due solely to his g;ift for 
a crisp turn of phrase. 
His version of the mock 
obituary cleverly com¬ 
bined the sensational 
shock to England’s 
cricket pride at The Oval 
with another major pub¬ 
lic issue of the day. To¬ 
day we look at the lines 
‘The body will be cre¬ 
mated and the Ashes 
taken to Australia’ pure¬ 
ly from a cricket point of 
view, but when Brooks 
published his notice in 
1882 cremation was 
illegal in Great Britain. 

Mm Twigs 
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lONGRATUL- 

•ations," 

I exclaimed 
Indian tennis 
‘ace’ Zeeshan All, as he 
approached V^ay 
Amritraj. “It miist be an 
honour to be elected the 
President of the Players 
Association 
Particularly if someone 
has not won a major 
sini^lss title ” 

Vyay sniffed “These 
posts are not filled on 
tennis-playing abilities,” 
he said "You do a bit of 
public relations and get 
in And you know I'm 
good at that. Anyway, I 
can’t congratulate > ou 
for anything I mean, 
having lost out m the 
first round itself ” 
Zeeshan shrugged 
“Lack of exposure” he 
said. “What does one do, 
when one is kept out of 
the Davis Cup and other 
international matches? 
The Players Association 
must do something 
about it ” 

“Okay, okay," 
snapped Vyay “We shall 
think about it.” 



“Thanks," said Zeeshan. “Listen, I’ve another 
problem. A genuine one I hope you can help me. It’s 
got something about the game, so the Association is 
the proper organisation to handle it, I feel.” 

“Well, we have not yet framed the rules,” pointed 
out Vijay. “But we shall try to help What is it?” 

“ I would like to practise with Martina Navratilova," 
said Zeeshan rather timidly. “How should I go about 
it? I thought if I went through the association, I 
stand a better chance.” 

It was clear that Vijay was taken by surpriM. He 
just gaped. “Practising with Martina,” he 
exclaimed. “That's a strange request." 

"Can the Association handle my request?” 
persisted Zeeshan Ali. 

“Gee, 1 really would not know,” scdd vyay. 
“Martina has her own troupe. This year she had 
BUle Jean for sometime. What makes you think 
she’d want to practise with you? And let me tell you 
that the girls have their own association. They don’t 
come to us.” 

“Oh, gosh, that’s bad,” said a crestfallen Zeeshan. 


"And why should they 
come to us?” asked 
vyay. “Particularly 
after all those snide 
remarks made about 
women’s tennis by Pat 
Cash and now Stefan 
Edberg. If I were you, I’d 
kept away from Martina 
and any other woman 
player.” 

Zeeshan looked at his 
womout tennis shoes 
and sighed 

“But why do you want 
to practise with 
Martma’^” asked Vyay. 
“I’ve been playing tennis 
for over 20 years and 
I’ve never heard of such 
a request" 

“You would not 
know,” said Zeeshan 
“Now that you’ve made 
your pile But I need 
some shoes and other 
kit Thought Martina 
would help ” 

“I don’t understand 
any of this,” muttered 
Vyay 

“ Oh, come on, here it 
goes, ” said Zeeshan 
“Look, I’ve lost m the first 
round And there’s no 
money. 

Further, the officials fined me 1000 dollars because 
I wore a logo which was larger than the permitted 
size.” 

“I read about that,” said Vyay. “You guys should 
be more careful ” 

‘That’s it,” said Zeeshan “You know what a 
pittance we get from our association I’m broke and I 
need tennis shoes badly. That’s why I thought of 
Martina.” 

“What will she do?” asked Vyay. 

“Didn’t you know that she gave three pairs of 
brand new tennis shoes to Knstine Radford?” asked 
Zeeshan. “They were playing some tournament in 
Birmingham. Martina found Kristine’s shoes were 
falling apart and presented her with three pairs. 

Nice gesture.” 

“Oh, that’s it,” said Vfjay. 

Zeeshan nodded “So I thought that if I could 
wangle a practice session with Martina and she 
notices my shoes, she’d give me also some new pairs 
of shoes. I think I’d try some officials of the women 
players association. They may help.” 




OFF AND ON 
OFFSPINNERS 



most depressing photo of 
the first part of action this English 
summer was that of Paul Downton 
stumping the Australian opener 
Mark Taylor on the last day of the 
tourists' match against 
Middlesex. There was nothing 
wrong with Downton's effort. It 
looked a very smart piece of work. 
What depressed me was the 
caption which read: ‘The 
Australian, Mark Taylor, becomes 
John Emburey’s third firstclass 
scalp of the season.' England’s 


leading offspinner, took his third 
first-class wicket of the summer 
on May 22! Surely, in this 
bicentenary year of the French 
Revolution, such a slow start to 
the season should result in cries of 
‘Off with his head!’ But no: every 
cricket journalist had Embers in 
his 13 for England and his 
position as England's leading 
purveyor of offbreaks to the 
opposition is not seriously in 
doubt. O, my Laker and my 
Illingworth long ago! 

Last year, there were 11 
ofTbreak bowlers who took more 
than 20 first-class wickets in the 
English season, one of whom, 
Roger Harper, is never likely to be 


qualified to play for England. All 
the same, it is interesting to note 
that Harper’s wickets were taken 
at a better average than all but two 
of the other 10 leading 
offspinners last year, despite his 
reportedly having lost his bowling 
rhythm and skills altogether. His 
batting average was better than 
any other offspinner, Graeme 
Hick included, and only Hick and 
Emburey took more catches than 
Harper, who caught 22 in 12 
matches. 

The top five England-qualified 
offbreak bowlers last summer 
were in order of wickets taken, 

Vic Marks, Jack Simmons, John 
Emburey. Eddie Hemmings and 
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Ro^r Harper: The best utility offspinner in the game today 


Geoff Miller. Their oombined age 
at the end of last season was just a 
few days short of 193 years, an 
average of 38 years and 7 months. 
This year, their average age is 
closing in on the 40 mark, and 
they are still likely to be the 
leading offspinners, providing 
Emburey can make up for his slow 
start. L^tyear. incidentally, they 
took 278 wickets between them, 
just 30 more than Tom Goddard 
managed on his own in 1937, in 
1478.1 overs. Our five stalwarts 
between them bowled 3106.4 
overs, just over twice as many as 
Goddard, who was 36 in that his 
I most prolific year. 

' The other five offspinners who 

j startled 20 or more batsmen into 
I submission were Richard 
Williams, Rodney Ontong, Mark 
Harman, Harvey Trump and 
Graeme Hick. They took 129 
wickets between them, and had an 
average age last year of just 26. 
Trump was not 20 until the season 
had ended and both Harman and 
Hick were under 25. Obviously 
the subtle arts of offspin take a 
long time to mature (which is 
lucky seeing how much longer we 
still have to wait for Hick to 
qualify for somewhere other than 
Worcestershire), even longer than 
those of the left-arm spinner, 
whose leading 

practitioners—Graveney, Childs, 
Nick Cook and others—are not yet 
quite 40. 

But what is happening this 
! season? The top 30 names in the 
bowling lists are all fast or 
fast-medium seamers, with the 
noble exception of Rajesh Maru, 
Hampshire’s slow left-armer, who 
has several years to go yet before 
his 30th birthday. There is not a 
I single offspinner in sight. 

\ 

i 

T he obvious reaction to all 
this is, so what? Does a team 
^ need an offspinner these 

! days? The West Indians use 
Harper only because be can bat 
and field well enough to be worth 
his place, and who knows, one day 
he might be captain. Australia 
make do with the occasional Peter 
Taylor or Tim May guest 
appearance, and John Bracewell 
seems to play quite regularly for 
I New Zealand now that his batting 


has improved. But unless you are 
touring India or Pakistan, does 
England need an offspinner at all? 
On the other hand, if the summer 
carries on as hot as it has started, 
giving us a few dusty pitches for 
the fourday games in August and 
September, we may see a few of 
last season’s top 10 offspinners 
clawing their way up the bowling 
averages. Goddard’s great year of 
1937 was a hot summer too. 

In 1988, only three of the 10 
most successful offspinners were 
still in their twenties. Of those. 


OGER HARPER’S 
wicksts were taken 
at a better average’ 
than ail but two of the other 
10 leading off spinners, de¬ 
spite his reportedly having 
lost his bowling rhythm and 
skills altogether. 


one is possibly more of a batsman 
than a bowler (Hick, who along 
with Emburey and Williams, was 
the only successful offspinner 
with a batting average higher 
than his bowling average), one is 
already on his second county 
(Mark Harman, who reversed 
Chris Tavare’s progress by going 
from Somerset to Kent) and the 
third is so young it is impossible 
to tell how he will turn out. Every 
other right-arm bowler in the 
country, apart from Andy Clarke, 
Michael Atherton and Kim 
Barnett, seems to be intent on 
bowling seam-up and runs down. 
But remember, even Tom Goddard 
was an undistinguished 
right-arm quick bowler vmtil he 
was 29. Can’t we try to persuade - 
every 29-year-old right-arm 
bowler to try his hand at 
offbreaks? Who knows, we might 
even discover somebody to give 
Embers a run for his money in the 
Test selection stakes. 

By Jonathan Rice 
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rdllying, 
Farad Bathena has no 
peer in this country 
And the burly Bombay 
bachelor proved this to 
the hilt by running 
away with the top 
honours in the South 
India Rally held from 
July 1 to 3 The 
35-year-old national 
champion led 
throughout the 
gtuelhngl650 
kilometre route over 
three southern States 
(I'amil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka) 
and motored in his red 
ti Qypsy to a grand 


Silver Jubilee South India Rally 


TOUGH 

STUFF! 

Out of the 29 cars flagged-off from 
Madras only 10 made it back to the 
finish line. The rest had dropped 
out along the tough 1650 kms rally 
route. Partab Ramchand reports... 


ovation at Hotel 
Connemara in Madras, 
which was also the 
startmg pomt of the 
rally some 48 hours 
earher 

Bathena was well 
ahead of his nearest 
rival, Hansh Samtani of 
Madras accumulating 
only 143 08 penalty 
points Samtani had 
161 09 penalty pomts 
“It was an easy rally for 
me I really had no 
challenge,” remarked 
Bathena to reporters 
immediately after 
completing the tough 
course The ambitious 
driver obviously has his 
sights on the Indian 
Rally Drivers 











Championship title. The 
South India Rally, the 
first round of the 
championship ga.ve 
Bathena 20 points, while 
Samtani also driving a 
Maruti Gsrpsy had 15 
points. I. 

Oopalakrishnan hrom 
Coimbatore in yet 
another Maruti Gypsy 
finished third and got 
12 points. 
Oopalakrishnan 
had 161.56 

penalty points against 
him. 

The toughness of the 
course is best 
exemplified by the fact 
that out of 26 cars that 
took the starter's flag at 
Madras on July 1 only 
ten completed the rally. 
As many as 13 
competitors pulled out 
in the first leg of the 
rally, which concluded 

L Oopalakrishnan of 

Coimbatore, who took 
third place 
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Farad Bathena 

checks into one of the 
time controls 

at Bangalore. On the 
return journey—the 
second leg—another six 
cars dropped out. 
Among the early drop 
outs were experienced 
drivers like Vicky 
Chandhok of Madras, a 
former winner of the 
title, and Sqn. Ldr. Kofca 
Rao of the Indian Air 
Force who was expected 
to do well. ChandhQk 
driving a Dolphin pulled 
out in the first leg itself 
while Koka Rao ptijled 
out shortly after leaving 
Bangalore as his Gypsy 
developed electrical 
problems. He was in 
third position at that 
time. 

The expected keen 
tussle between young 
Navaz Bathena, Farad 
Bathena’s sister and . 
exprienced Sultana 





* t 


Khan from Bang^alore in 
the ladiee section never 
came about as the latter 
also withdrew in the 
first leg Navaz made the 
SI Rally a happy family 
affair by winmg the 
Coup De Dames trophy 
for the all ladies event 
and a cash award of Rs 
5000 

This being the Silvei 
Jubilee South India 
Rally, the organisers, 
the Madras Motor Sports 
Club left no stone 
unturned in making it a 
grand affair The entry 
list for the rally read like 
a “Who Is Who’ among 
the top rallyists in the 
country with drivers 
from Madras, Bombay, 
New Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Calcutta, Cochin, 
Bangalore and 
Coimbatore taking part 
The rally being the first 
leg of the Indian Rally 
Drivers Championship 
was certanly one reason 

Harish Samtani 

driving in the Super 

Spe^ section at 
Sholavaram. 




Where did I lose out? 

Seems to be the 
esqpressionon 

runners-up Harish 
Samtani face 
why the response was 
tremendous But 
another attractive 
feature was the large 
amount of prize money 
offered—^a total of about 
Rs three Isdchs, the 
highest money offered 
for any rally m the 
country Farad Bathena 
and his navigator Raj 
Bagri won the trophy 
and a cash award of Rs 
50,000 plus a silver 
jubilee bonus of Rs 
25,000 Second placed 
Hansh Samtani and his 
navigator Rajiv 
Chowdhury won a 
trophy, a cash award of 
Rs 25,000 plus a silver 
jubilee bonus of Rs 
12,500 I 

Gopakikrishnan and 
navigator Ram 
Mahendran won a 
trophy Rs 15,000 and a 
silver jubilee bonus of Rs 
7500 There were cash 
prizes and awards for 
the all ladies team and 
wmners in each class 
and all finishers got Rs 
2000 each 

The 29 vehicles which 
were flagged-off 
comprised of twenty 
MarutiOypsies, five 
Maruti 800s, two 
Dolphins and two 
Premier llSNE’s 

A total of seven rallies 
have been approved by 
the Federation of Motor 
Sports Clubs of India 
(FMSCI) for the overall 
championship The 
others to follow over the 
next few months are the 
K-1000, RaUy 
D'Endurance, Scissors 
Masters Action, Coffee 
500, Charminar 
Challenge and the 
Himalyan Rally The 
way thmgs are going it 
looks like Farad 
Bathena is on the right 
track. 



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 



Photographer Pradeep Mandhani clicked this scene during a break in 
the on-going Ashes series. Unfortunately for the hosts the game was 
no ohild*s play. And tibe way the English surrendered to the Aussies* 
the partisan spectator must have enjoyed this variety of the g^une more 

than the actual stuff. 









H ow long 
will we 
have to 
bear the 
agonyofa 
Brazilian 

disappointment at the 
world’s premier soccer 
tournament the FIFA 
World Cup? The way 
things arc going it 
seems a long time Many 
feel It will take a 
revolution for Brazil to 
get back her soccer 
glory 

It has been a long time 
since Brazil ceased to 
dominate the World Cup, 
it has been long since 
they stopped putting on 
display that incredible 
magic, the Latin 
American soccer 
■hallmark, which has 
now been on the wane. 

In fact, so much so, that 
even Pele, the last 
emperor, once offered to 
come out of retirement 
to the rescue of his 
nation. 

Pole’s proposal had 
hurt many a present-day 
Brazilian star, many of 
whom threw a lot of flak 
back on the great player, 
believing that Pele had 
meant to insult the 
contemporary Brazilian 
footballers. 

Pele certainly did not 
mean it; what he said 
was purely an outburst 
of pent-up 

flmstration—the kind of 
feeling now nging the 
minds of scores of 
Brazilian soccer 
oonnoisseurs who once 
again are worried about 
the Brazilian prospects 
in Rome nezt year. 

Understandably, the 
most important of those 
who are concerned is 
Tele Santana, the man 
who guided Brazil in the 
last two World Cups, 
who believes that it is 
only a revolution that 
can push Brazil out of its 
p g^l fe ntrut. 


SPECIAL PEA I UNE 


BRAZILIAN SOCCER 

SICK! 


Football in Brazil is in a sad state and 
many feel that it will take more than 
a revolution to g^et it out of the rut it 
is in at present 



The situation has 
come to such a pass that 
Santana firmly believes 
unless urgent measures, 
completely overhauling 
the ailing Brazilian 
soccer infra-structure, 
are taken, it will be very 
difficult, in fact, 
impossible, for Brazil to 
keep its place in the 
hierarchy of world 
football. 

As manager. Tele 
Santana had always put 
attractive football above 
winning and now he is 
appalled by the amount 
of nasty things that are 
going on in Brazil under 
the nose of the coimtry’s 
soccer officials, many of 
whom are indirectly 
encouraging scandalous 
activities which are 
grossly unsporting and 
ipjurious to the health of 
the game. 


There is hardly any 
chances left for the 
country to end her 
stagnated state of 
affaira. And as an 
indication of the 
simmering anger 
among most of Brazil’s 
soccer experts. Tele 
Santana recently lashed 


Arohiteotural experts 
believe that the great 
Blaraoana Stadium is 
disintegrating due to 
poor maintenance 


out against the 
country’s leading club 
managers of instructing 
their players to adopt 
unsporting tactics, like 
violence, to msice up for 
their shortcomings in 
terms of skills, and 
soccer sense. 

It was just a month 
back that the CBF 
President, Ricardo 
Teixeira said that there 
had been no violence on 
Brazilian pitches since 
he assumed the 
presidency. Now. 
Santana has charged 
that in Brazil violence is 
growing and the sole 
reason for that is the 
mediocre standards of 
the coaches and players. 

This however, is not 
the only problem that is 
likely to undermine the 


























lack of interest is that in 
Brazil if a team fares 
badly and falls behind in 
the marathon race for 
the state championship, 
its supporters do not 
bother to show up 
anymore, which is in 
sharp contrast to the 
situation in Europe 
where supporters 
turned up in great 
numbers to help stop the 
hapless Manchester 
United firom being 
relegated. 

Because of this in 
Brazil the best 
championship is still the 
one that has the first 
round and the second 
round—with a 
champion in each and 
then a final between the 
two. 

This gives a chance for 
all teams to reach the 
final, even if th^ do 
badly in the first round. 

Apart form this 
inflWruotural defects, 
other problems are also 
growing. 

At present a very 
'tMIblent and ruthless 
^IK>r footbaU is being 


Brazil storms the 
Scotland goalmouth in 
an exciting duel in 1987 

practised in Brazil, 
where footballers are 
looking for their 
opponents instead of the 
ball. If someone takes 
the ball past another, it 
is made sure that he is 
cut down halfway by 
any possible means so 
that his move is not 
continued. 

And this problem has 
been further confounded 
by the fact that the 
referees do'not have 
criteria for when to take 
action. Constantly 
under pressure ftom 
quarters as high as the 
CBP itself, the referees 
have to be careful in 
their decisions, 
especially, when it 
comes to taking strict 
measures like booking a 
player, or sending 
someone off the playing 
arena. Yellow and red 
cards are better hidden 
in their pockets. They 
are aware, 

unmistakably, that a red 


card, when flashed can 
eventually mean their 
quick exile from the 
game. 

So, they are afraid. 
Always Afraid that if 
they take stern action 
against someone, 
especially a 
more-than-average 
player, and send him off 
the field, they will not 
referee any more 
matches. The clubs 
simply put in a note to 
the powerful quarters 
saying, ‘we don't want 
this referee any more’. 
And that’s it. Tlie end of 
a referee’s career. 

In Brazil, it is 
important to win. Just 
win. No matter whatever 
the means. And in the 
long run, these ailments 
are telling on the health 
of the game. 

Sadly, no immediate 
solution to these 
problems is likely to be 
provided by the new 
Brazilian soccer 
supremo Ricardo 
Texeiro. He may be the 
son-in-law of the FIFA 
boss, Joao Havelangs, 


but he is new. 

Absolutely new in this 
business. A person 
who’s come into football 
just now; he has never 
been anything in 
football before: not even 
a club director—he is 
inexperienced, raw. And 
so far. he has not been 
able to make any 
difference. 

And he is noj likely to. 
for the fact is clear that 
corruption runs very 
deep in the body of 
Brazilian soccer, 
reminding one of the 
corrupt environment in 
some of the Asian 
countries where football 
means very low grade, 
conspiratorial politics. 

Against the backdrop 
of such a dismal 
domestic environment 
Brazil opens their World 
Cup qualifying 
campaign towards the 
end of this month 
against Venezuela. 

True, their adversaries 
in Group Three of the 
South American cluster 
are not formidable 
soccer powers, but the 
severe lack of morale 
that the nation now 
suffers because of its 
cancerous football 
infrastructure will * 
certainly prove a 
drawback. 

After all, morale is the 
key factor in a team’s 
chances of success, 
however strong they 
may be in terms of skill 
and inherent football 
sense. 

From the days of Pele, 
Brazil is now in the 
doledrums'of 
internecine football 
politics which is eating 
away its health and 
threatening to smear its 
glorious heritage. 

And on top of it all. we 
the soccer lovers of the 
world are constantly 
aware that there are no 
giants in Brazil 
anymore... 





SPORTING CHANCE 


This week's Sporting Chance wiU be revealed to you 
when you have solved the Clues Across. But in case you 
are stuck for the odd answer, there's an extra special ctue 
to help you find the name you want. 


SMsAenss 

1A punch from the side in the French game (8) 

2 Mine's best in a brief break in the race (3-4) 

3 Record set by America in a field event (6) 

4 Try for a landing (9) 

5 Meeting one of the Family, a Caledonian (5,5) 

6 In which the players make waves? (7) 

7 Border gets a four (8) 

8 Event offenders are for (4,4) 

9 Possible partner on trial for international game (4,5) 

10 Non-members are not getting much support (9) 

11 Making a catch by degrees? (7) 

12 The stroke is a social gadabout (9) 


Smelii Clm 

Mr Burton once owned Trevino 


SOCCER TIPS 


The long 
throw in 


eoalkeeping: 

clearing 



The long punt trom the goalkeeper is the most eltective way of getting 
the ball from your own penalty area up into the other team's half The 
goalkeeper Is often under pressure so he must be careful not to throw the 


attacking forwards. Top goalkeepers achieve enormous length and 
accuracy. 


67 





















lOing 


•••• 


lOing 



T HK world's 
oldest club 
soccei trophy 
json 

sale and all 
you need to be 
the owner is Rs 25 
million Interested*^ It 
you are. send in your bid 
to England's Football 
Association They'll 
match it against the rest 
they receive and let you 
know how you fared 
The Flnglish Football 
Association known 
better as the FA are 
breaking away from 
their 118 year tradition 
to allow a sponsor to 
prefix his name to their 
prestigious trophy In a 
move sparked by the 
tragic Hillsborough 
soccer stampede which 
left 93 Liverpool fans 
crushed to death, the 
92-member FA council 
unanimously agreed at 
their meeting in 
Brighton to put then 
trophy up for 
auction—with a reserve 
price of Rs 25 million 
The eventual sponsor 
eventually coughing up 
Rs 2 million a year over 
five years as well as an 
interest-free loan of Rs 


15 million which will be 
re-distributed to clubs 
for the express purpose 
of improving their 
facilities 

With Lord Justice 
Taylor conducting the 
enquiry into the 
Hillsborough tragedy, 
England is seriously 
rethinking its soccer 
gameplan Not only are 
the fans staying away 
from league and FA Cup 
games —for sheer fear of 
their lives —the rest of 
the world’s soccer 
fraternity seem to be 
shying away from the 
land that prides itself on 
having discovered 


Not only are the 
tans staying 
away from 
league and FA 
Cup games...the 
rest of the world's 
soccer fraternity 
seem to be 
shying away 
from the land that 
prides itself on 
having 

discovered soccer 


FA Cup tie; Arsenal’s 
Alan Smith beats Aston 
Villa keeper 
Nigel Spink 

soccer 

The FA’S secretary, 
Graham Kelly, stresses 
the need to make 
England fashionable 
again as a 

soccer-playing country 
that pi-^uces stars and 
provides good facilities 
Explaining that the 
money would come in 
very handy in achieving 
these ends, Kelly says, 
“That would result in 
improvements being 
made to grounds, 
providing the nucleus of 
all-seater stadia to 
enable us to stage major 
international events like 
the European 
Championship and the 
World Cup ’’ 

But Glen Kirtin, an 
official of the FA, is 
more cut and dried when 
he says, “We are under 
considerable pressure 
financially and most of 
the money football find 
in the coming 10 to 15 
years has got to come 
from the game The PA 
Cup is the biggest 


Coiortfiort 

saleable commodity we 
have and the 
sponsorship payment 
would go partly to the 
association for 
grass-root initiatives 
but largely back to the 
clubs as prize money ” 

As of now, there are 
no offers on the table 
yet Foster’s the 
Australian beer-brewing 
giant who made an 
unsuccessful bid two 
years ago, might renpw 
their plans on calling 
the 118-year-old trophy 
the Foster’s-FA Cup, or 
just the Foster’s Cup for 
the FA tournament But 
the word is out that the 
FA are looking for a 
somewhat more 
dignified image 
something like Barclays 
Bank who are already 
sponsoring the English 
Football League 
But the word is out 
All first division clubs in 
England are to have 75 
per cent seats within 10 
years And 
nothing—not even the 
FA Cup —18 sponsor 
proof Wonder how 
much they’ll charge for 
the Big Ben? 

PmlMp Paul, Lomion 


Too Much 
Pressure 


T he pressuies that mount on 
losing captains in cricket is 
more evident than ever 
before This has been 
reflected, once too often in the 
captain's behavioui towards the 
press, the autograph mongers 
the Cl owds and others 
The recent unacceptable 
outbursts by the so called cool 
guys’ like Dilip Vengsarkar and 
David Gower stand as evidence 
People say that it is the big 
money that is involved that 
contributes to these high 
pressuies Over the years even 
the spectaloi s have discarded the 
desire to watch the subtleties of 
the game but just want their 
countiy to win eat h time they 
play 

I feel the only way to handle 
piessuie is to bring back 
gamesmanship To put more 
emphasis on playing rathei than 
winning 

DH S M SHIVAPRASAD 
New Delhi 


A Success-Hungry Cricket Public 


t^yov are a good oi a bad 
Jl captain depending on how 
your side plays this remai k by 
Allan Border is the echo of the 
sentiment of the demanding 
success hungry cricket public ot 
not only Australia but also in 
India and othei ci icket playing 
count! les as well 

What 18 most interesting is that 
t he national selector s also woi k 
accoidingly to sack the captain (if 
the team doesn’t win ) Then after a 
few years when the public 
sentiment changes they 
re-instate the same man into the 
captaincy 

An example that comes to mind 
IS the sacking of David Gower 
because of the poor pei formance 
of the English team in the West 
Indies etc but now once again he 
has become the captain of 
England once again 
MADAN MOHAN NATH, 

Calcutta 


David Gower 


Thanks 


M any th mks to sptntiworld 
June) for Its >ntf II sting 
aiticlt Ihc Mcii ulon t Mil u h 
Maiadonais indi cd agn at pi lyt i 
and I hope that he continues to 
play till tlu next Woild C up in 
Koriie 

TAPASH KUMAR DAS 
Bombay 


T HLrovoiageofttie VtlvoPfiA 
Championships f&j:xrr(sMorld 
21 June) was veiy good Golf is i 
very popular sport in ttie wr stern 
countries and regular tonvciagf 
by Indian maga/iries will bt able 
to make this spoi t popular in this 
countiy also 

Nick Faldo ovt rt amc the 
challenge of Stv Badtstr r os to 
pocket the title The colour postei s 
are beautiful and wc hope to see a 
picture of Prakash Padukone in 
the near future 
SOUMITDAS 
Bdlur Ghat 


T he incident of Boris Becker not 
being allowed entry into the 
All-England Tennis Club was 
bound to happen The way he has 
been pampered by the tennis 
officials, the commentators and 
the spectators, he has begun to 
feel that he is above everyone and 
canentei Wimbledon without a 
pass 

It 18 ti ue that he is a 2 time 
Wimbledon champion but that 
doesn t mean that Wimbledon is 
Ins backyard 
RAHUL MISRA 
Sambalpur 


Mystery Ciay 


• ■•IIK clay of Pai is is a groat 
J> levcllei and it has been proved 
once again in this yeai s F'rench 
Oji* n Ill the men s event Michael 
C hang came fi oni nowhere to take 
t le title* the first by an Amei ican 
in 30 years beating giants like 
Ivtii l,endl along the way 
In the womens event Steffi 
Grafs dieam of completing two 
sue c cssive Gi and Slams was 
shattf red by tlu sensational 
Spaniard Arantxa Sinehe^r 
1 hr r lay at Par is is a inystei y 
win n the seeds st iit f illing from 
the vLiy lx*ginn»ng and upsets are 
a < oirimon or c iii i anre 
RAJl'l' V MOHAN 
/insukici 

Do Not Agree _ 

I IOIALIA rin igicfc with the 
ailirle Knowing whentoquit 
2Hih June) It is 
iiLitlir i guts nor eouiage tiiat 
iiiakr s 1 man retire from the peak 
1 he 11 il 1 eason obviously is that 
pai tic ular peison fears that if he 
rontif up&fuither hewillshde 
downhill 

Iris this fear or doubt which 
haunts the pt r son and makes him 
der ide to quit when he is at his ! 
peak 

Suiely this df Cl Sion by no I 

stietch of imagination einbe I 
tailed full of guts and courage On 
the eontrar y it is exac tly the 
opposite 

MINOODARUV/ALLA 

Bombay 













ROUNDUP 


Satyanarayan 
Memorial Open Tennis 

K (1 SlUiKHil and Illiyas 
UiKS.s.un Wfif tlu'ht.ii 
•ittiactionsol tlu SHii DrNallain 
K,ityanai<tv<in Memorial Open 
Ti'inns Tom ii.imeiit held in 
PoiuIk hci I y 11 tutno as no 
sill pi is(' tliat both cruised 
lliu'ii^ii 1 lied raw lo set upael.ish 
loi llie Kver Rolling Silver 
Trophy and the winner's eheipie 
ol Hs a ()()() 

'I'he final lui ned out to be an 
absorbing battle bc‘tween llliyas' 
innovative play and Suresh’sdeep 
gioiind stiokes Suresh won the 
fust set easily as Illiyas tried in 
vain to match his opponent’s solid 
biusehne g.ime A change of tactics 
paid Illiyas dividends in the 
sec Olid s<>t he chipped and 
( hargi'd legularly to the net to 
takethesc-tat 6 2 
'I'he third set saw both players 
raise t hen game to a nc'W level, 
with <i sjiateof c lear winneis 

Ex-Chief Justice of the Madras 
Higli-Coui’t David 
Annuswaniy, presenting the 
Rolling Silver Trophy to 
K.G. Suresh. Dr. Nallani is in 
the Centre. 


leading to a climactic ninth game 
Four magnificent passing shots 
from Suresh found Illiyas with no 
answer and the match was as goexi 
as over Then, although Illiyas did 
save one match point when his 
powerful return kicked the chalk, 
there was no stopping, Suresh 
who went on to clinch the match 
m style with an ace The scores 
6-3, 2 6, 6-4 

The response to the tournament 
this year was encouraging with 
fifty players battling it out for the 
top honours The only set back for 
the organisers was the 
non {larticipationof K G Raraesh 
who could not make it as he had to 
lie away at Bombay playing the 
Standard Chartered Summer 
Classic tennis tournament 
However he was an enthusiastic 
spectator at the men’s finals 
which marked the end of a 
tournament gaining rapidly in 
popularity and which holds 
promise for the future 

Partha Chakravarty 


r 


RANCH! 


Inter-Distiict 

Badminton 

J AMSHEDPUR A and Ranehi 
won the senior and junior titles 
respectively in the 8th Bihar State 



Inter Disrtict Badminton 
championship played at 

Barkakana, near Ranchi 

In the senior’s final, 
Jarashedpur-A beat Patna-B 2-0 
Jamshedpur's Ajay Mishra was 
stretched to three games by 
Patna’s Rajesh Prakash, 17-18, 

15-6 and 15-1 The second singles 
was a tame affair for 
Jamshedpur’s Sanjay Jam, who 
beat Omprakash 15-8,15-1 

In the junior’s final, the Ranchi 
boys surprised the fancied 
Jamshedpur boys 2 1 Ranchi’s 
Aloke Mishra led the way by 
beating Jamshedpur's Ami 15-7 
and 18-16 However, the second 
singles went to Jamshedpur when 
Kaushal Kishoro beat Ranchi’s 
Shabbir Hussain 15-9 and 15-5 
But Aloke Mishra and pai tiier 
came back in the matcli after 
losing the first ga me at 16-18 
They won 16-18, 18 16,18 17, m 
the most thi-illing match of the 
tournament 

The tournament once more 
highlighted the problems facing 
badraintioii in the state Cemented 
floor, streaks of light filtenng 
through over the court, 
emphasi/.od the need foi a change 
ill the attitude of the Bihar State 
Sports Authority (BSSA) and the 
Bihar Badminton Association 
(BBA) 

Some of the youngsters, like 
Aloke Mishra, mtormed that they 
never had any cc locdung * 

Moreover, there is no 
infrastructure for the 
development of the game One ol 
the organisers said that spending 
a lakh on a pri/e money 
tournament is a waste of money 
when youngsters go without basic 
facilities 

Arun Kumar Thakur 


CALCUIl'A 


KalyanJayant Table 
Tennis 

N UPURSANTRAwenta 
round up in his series of 
clashes with the current junior 
national champion Arup Basak to 
clinch the prestigious Kalyan 
Jayant memorial table tennis 











! The champions: Nupur Santra 
I (left) and Chaitali Das 

,'nen‘s title. An Arup-Nupur battle, 
i which always raises a groat 
I amount of enthusiasm among the 
' local table tennis fraternity. A 

■ brilliant Santra took the match 

■ and the title in straight sets 
21- 19. 21—19, 21- 19 

Nupur started the final in a 
‘ determined fashion. In the first 
^ two games, he raced ol f to a 
i sizeable lead and never let the 
advantage go off. Apart from 
varying his serve well, he 
returned the powerful smashes of 
Arup with accuracy. 

This somewhat upset the 
rhythm of the normally 
aggressive Arup. Though he 
recovered in both the games, the 
marginal lead in favour of Nupur 
, turned out to be the deciding 
i factor. 

J' ■ Armed with some tips from his 


coach Jayanta Pushilal (of whom 
Arup has been a protege since his 
fledgling days). Arup went 
charged up into the third game. 
He opened serve and both went 
neck -fo-neck till with game score 
at six-all then an unfortunate 
injury occurred. 

In the previous games also, 
Nupur thudded against the 
partitions a number of times when 
he was playing away from the 
board. Even then the officials did 
not push the boards back to the 
required distance and in an effort 
to return one at this juncture, 
Nupur fell and sustained a minor 
injury. Thankfully, he recovered 
after first-aid and play resumed. 

The women's title went to the 
state runner-up Chaitali Das of 
Chandannagore In an almost 
one-sided final, Chaitali defeated 
ParomitaChakraborty. 21-11, 
21-9,21-19. 


The match of the final evening 
was, however, the girls’ fined 
between Debosmita Das and 
Munmun Ghosh. Debosmita, who 
had up.set the national sub-junior 
girls’ champion Mantu Ghosh in 
the semi-finals the previous 
evening (21-15,17-21, 21-13, 
12-21,21-13), showed nerves of 
steel. She won the first two sets in 
tie-breakers, went down in the 
next two but ultimately won the 
decider 21-14. 

The winners in the other 
categories are: Cadet girls: Shoma 
Bose bt Madhumita Guin 21-19, 
21-19; Cadet boys: Debabrata Saha 
btNilanjanOuha 21-15, 23-21; 
Boys: Arup Basak bt Pradip Pal 

21- 9, 21-16, 21-14; Girls: 
Debosmita Das bt Munmun Ghosh 

22- 20,22-20, 15-21, 18-21,21-14; 
Sub-junior boys Kishalay Basak 
btSwapanSaha21-13.21-17, 
21-12; Sub-junior girls: Anindita 
Chakraborty bt Rimli Banerjee 
21-19,21-8,21-12. 

Gairtam Bhsttaclwryya 


MADRAS 


Bashew Ahmed Khan 
hockey 


I T was nice story book stuff. A 
team included at the last minute 
in place of another team which 
withdrew, goes on to win the 
trophy. But that is exactly what 
happened at this year’s Eagle 
P’lask All India Basheer Ahmed 


SOLUTION 

Of Sporting Chance 
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Khan hockey tournament 
conducted under the auspices of 
the Iqbal Recreation Club in June 

Tatas, Bombay had come to 
Madras to take part in the Scissors 
Action All India MCC Hockey 
Tournament Defeated in their 
first match they were 
accommodated in the draw for the 
Basheer Ahmed Khan tournament 
In place of Bhopal XI who 
expressed their inability to 
paiticipate And, as if straight out 
of fiction, it was Tatas who 
claimed the glittering trophy at 
tlie end of the two week long 
competition 

Starting off with a 7 4 victory 
over Indian Bank Madras via the 
tie breaker, Tatas then scored an 
easy 4-0 victory over CIL, 
Bangalore in the quai ter final In 
the semi final, they came from 
behind to quell the challenge of 
UP Electricity Board, Lucknow 
3-1 And m the final, they 
prevailed over Integral Coach 
Factory, Madras 7-6 in sudden 
death play The teams were level 
one-all at full time and at the end 
of the tie breaker, they were still 
level four-all Amidst tremendous 
tension and excitement, Tatas 
edg^efotit the local team m the 
sudden death 


sUddeiu 
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The champions Tata Sports 
Club with the trophy 


ICF had scored over holders 
South Eastern Railway Calcutta 
in the quarter final also in 
sudden death by the same margin 
of 7 6 They recovered from a 0 2 
deficit to draw level 2 2 at full time 
and forced the match to go into 
the tiebreaker and then sudden 
death SER who were seeded 
directly into the quartet final were 
thus beaten in their fit st match 
In the semi final ICF overcame 
another local league side Indian 
Overseas Bank 1 0 The match 
was marred by frayed tempers as 
lOB protested against the umpires 
decision not to award a goal when 
Cohn C oyne netted two minutes 
betoi e full time The umpire ruled 
Coyne offside thus depriving lOB 
of what they thought was the 
equaliser lOB in fact protested 
to the toui nament committee but 
the protest was turned down 
A feature of this tournament 
was the unusually large number 
of matches that were decided by 
the tie breakers or sudden death 
Three of the quarter finals were 
decided by either of these 
methods as also the final and the 


battle for third place between 
UPEB and lOB which was won by 
the former 5 2 aftei the teams 
were level one all at full time Even 
some early lound matches were 
decided in the same manner 
Altogether twenty eight teams 
including 13 outstation sides took , 
part in this popular annual event 
which scor^ over the All India 
MCC hockey tournament being 
run at the same time at Chepai:)^ 
m the matter of crowd patronage 
Not surprisingly, for again there 
were no ‘gates Its indeed a 
rarity these days to organise an 
All India tournament and have 
admission flree for spectators 

Partab Ramchand 

M-bdiaMCCIIddiqr { 

I T IS not often that the fate of a 
trophy IS decided within the first 
nine minutes of a 70 minute final 
But that IS exactly what happened 
dui ing this year s Scissors Action 
All India MCC hockey tournament 
held between June 19 and July 
one 

Everything pointed to the final 
between Sei vices XI and the 
Punjab and Sind Bank being a 
keen affair Their form m matches 








before the final seemed a certain 
indication of this But within a sue 
minute bhtz m the opening 
moments of the game, Services 
rammed in four goals without 
reply All the competitive interest 
was thus drained out and the 
remaining 61 minutes could not 
have made for very entertaining 
hockey for the crowds 
About the only notes of interest 
thereafter were services wasting a 
penalty stroke in the 30th minute 
of the first half and PSB s 
consolation goal midway through 
the second half But a 4-1 victory 
forServicesover PSB was 
certamly not the expected result 
and the final came as a 
disappointing finale to this 
popular event, sponsored by ITC 
In a way the disappointing 
final summed up the proceedings 
of the 13 day tour nament Twenty 
two teams including ten 
outstation sides took par t m the 
competition but the vast majority 
of matches made for dull hockey 
This, despite the fact that some of 
the finest hockey teams in the 
country took part Among the 
participants besides the finalists 
were Border Security Force 
Jalandhar last year s winners 
South Eastern Railway Calcutta 
last year s runners up a strong 
Bombay challenge which included 
Tatas, Mahindras Rashtriya 
Chemicals and Fertilisers and Ait 
India, Karnataka XI and 
Combined State Bank XI 
But not only did these fancied 
teams provide mainly dull hockey 
some of them were beaten in then 
first match While one of the 
reasons for this must have been 
the bumpy uneven gi ound which 
could not have been conducive for 
I good hockey it must be said that 
* despite the adverse conditions 
patches of brilliance were seen 
from teams like Services 
P.R. 
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Intn^Schocd Regatta 

T he 14th Inter School 

Regatta held at Lake Youth 
Club, Calcutta was 
conspicious by its low 
attendanoe.oourtesy (Perhaps) the 



East Bengal vs Mohun Bagan 
match In fact,, rowing has never 
attracted many enthusiasts the 
t eason being there's no money in 
it This competition was 
suspended ir 1986 and 1987 
because of poor participation But 
this did not dampen the spirits of 
the participants this year and 
their performance pr oved that 
fact 

On the participants list nine 
schools figured in the boy s 
section and only two m the girls 
section A disgrace for Calcutta 
which boasts of being a 
sports crazy city Last year thei e 
were twelve teams in the boys 
section and five in the girls 
section 

At the Rabindra Sarobar stretch 
where the regatta was held 
Modern High School annexd the 
S C Chakraborty Trophy for the 
best girls team by easily 
overcoming the challenge thrown 
in by their only opponents Loreto 
House for participating as they 
had a fresh team compar ed to the 
experienced M H S girls who are 
regular rowers 

The finals of the Boys’ event was 
more interesting South Point 
High School who made it to the 


The girls’champion Modern 
High ^hool 

finals by defeating P C College 
were up against Vijoygar h 
Jyotish Roy College who had 
earlier edged out last year s 
winners. Ram Chandra College 
Expectedly V G S Roy College 
were the favoui ites to win the 
Alma Ti ophy But then all sports 
ai e capable of flinging 
surprises and rowing is no 
exception 

Seconds after the rice got 
underway one of the judges 
leriiaiked V (1 H S isratching 
up ft IS going to be a close race 
And truly it was' Everyone was 
kept guessing until the South 
Point guys ciossed the finishing 
line first with the other boat 
baiely h metre behind them 
V G HS Roy Sc hool Icxtged a 
protest but it was ovei ulf d 
SPHS weiedc'cljiedthe 
winneis of the Alma Trophy for 
the seventh time 

The winning team c onsisted of 
Samrat Sany il Pmaki Roy 
Siddhaith Mehta and V K 
Snvastava Then cox was Mi 
Ashok Mehta captain of Lake 
Youth Club 
Jaspreet Singh Pai 





QUIZ/CHESS/BRIPeB 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 What does "cut-back” mean in 
volleyball 

2. What IS the "Mobbs match'”? 

3. With which sport is the term "fly 
swat” connected*? 

4 Wtiat IS the Stroyan Cup"? 

5 Which member of the British 
Royal family has represented 
Great Britain at the Olympic 
Games'? 

6 How many points are awarded to 
drivers taking the first to sixth 
places in Grand Prix motor 
races'? 

7 What IS ski-kiting*? 

8 After which famous players of 
yesteryears are the entrance 
gates at the Wimbledon 
All-England Club named*? 

ANSWERS 

1 A shaip-angled smash made over 
the net towards the side-lines 

2 A Rugby Union football match 
held in England ^very year in 
memory of a famous international 
player killed in the First World 
War 

3 Squash 

4 Trophy awarded to the winners of 
the Gor-Ray Girls' International 
golf tournament 

5 Princess Anne who competed for 
Great Britain in 1976 Montreal 
equestrian events 

6 9-6-4-3-2-1 

7 A kind of water skiing 
competition. 

8 The Doherty brothers and the 

Renshaw twins 

RanJH GhoM 

Smmmm 

White, they say has a slight 
initiative because of the first 
move. At master level this 
translates into a 57% score. The 
classical dictum is to play solidly 
with black and neutralise this 
edge before getting ambitious. 

Of course you can also try to 
establish a counter initiative. This 
entails greater risks and black is 
more likely to end up with an egg 
on the score sheet Kasparov is 
one of those who will always take 
this risk on principle. Here is an 
inspirational counter attack, 
ite Ljubojevic Vs Black 
rov Sicilian. 




1 e4 C5 2 Nf3 e6 3 d4 cd4 4 Nxd4 
Nf6 5 Nc3 da 6 g4 Nc0. White goes 
for the sharp Keres Attack. This 
line always leads to desperate 
struggles 

2 g5 Nd7 8 Rgl Be7 9 Be3 0-0 10 
Qd2 a6 11 0-0-0 Nd4 12 Bxd4 b5 
13 f4 b4 14 Ne2 Qa5. This is a 
typical opposite castled setup with 
both players trying pawn storms. 
Now if white goes 15 a3 then Rb8 
laKbl e5 17 Be3 Nc5 leaves him 
in a mess. 

15 Kbl e5 16 Bf2 Nc5. 16 Be3 
Nc5 17 Ng3 ef4 18 Bf4 Be6 19 b3 
Na4 looks unclear. Black would 
have a strong attack for the piece. 
17 Qe3 Be6 18 Ncl ef4 19 Qxf4 
Rac8 20 Bd4 Rfe8 21 Nb3 Qa4 22 
Bf6? White had to play 22 h4 
which keeps his chances alive. 
22—Bf8 23 Rg3 Qc0 24 Nxc5 dc5 
25 Be5 C4 26 Bd6 b3 27 c3? The 
final error Maybe white could 
stay afloat with 27 Bxf8 bc2+28 
Kxc2 Qa4 29 Kcl c3 30 Rxc3 
Rxc3-l-31bc3 Rxf8 though it looks 
horrible 27—Rcd8 28 e5 Bxd6 29 
ed6 (Diagram). Black exploits the 
weak back rank and his powerful 
b3 pawn with 29—Rxd6' Now 30 
Rxd6 Bf5-H31 Kcl ba2 or 30 Qxd6 
Bf5-H31 Kc2 ba2 32 Qa3 Qe4 33 
Bd3 Qf4-(-are both kaput. 

So white went 30 Rcl Qc5 31 
Kal Reds 32 Re3 Rdl 33Rel Rxel 
34 Rxel Qa5 35 a3 Qd5 36 Be2 g6 
37 h4 Qd2 38 Of 1 Bh3' 39 Qgl 
Re8 and then resigned. More 
material must go and the back 
rank threat is still alive. 

tviWik'M ■ 
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BRIDGE 

Egypt won the Open team event 
at the 5th Asia & Middle East 
bridge championship at Cairo last 


: month, beating Pakistan in the 
semis and then India, represented 
by almost the same HCL squad 
that reached the semi-final at the 
Olympiad last year. They played 
well but some of their artificial 
weak openings once again raised 
the world-wto controversy about 
allowing these methods to 
continue. I am of the opinion that 
while constructive methods 
should be allowed to develop 
without any shackles, some 
restrictions on complex preempts, 
designed primarily to gain 
because of the opponents’ 
unfamiliarity with these methods, 
are called for. However, till such 
time there is a ban on these bids, 
opponents would continue to face 
problems quite out of the 
ordinary. Here is a case in point 
from their league match against 
Pakistan: 


WEST 

# K 10 S 3 7 
fp A Q J 
OAK 
4k A K O 


EAST 

♦ A Q J 7 
■P K 3 

<0 8 5 2 

♦ 7 5 3 2 


Fazli 
(2<T Dble 

3* 


'weak 6 spades or 5 5 
m tv’s & A mirror 

The Egyptian two-heart 
opening, showing either hearts 
and a minor or spades, caught the 
Pakistani pair of Jan-e-alam Fazli 
and Iftikar Bagai in a cobweb of 
sorts, leading to the silly club 
slam on a 4-3 fit with a cold gr^d 
slam in the 5-4 spades going 
abegging There was a confusion 
as to whether a spade bid at any 
stage by either partner was or 
would be natural or not To add 
insullt to injury, the opener 
turned up with 5-5 in hearts and 
clubs and six clubs went down. 

Yes, yes, I know that this silly 
contract could have been avoided 
if East-West had used some 
commonsense and I also know 
that you would never have had 
such a foulup Still, Pakistan is 
one of the strong^est teams in the 
world and Fazil has twice played 
in the final of a world 
championship. Ifsuch players can 
have this sort of mix-ups, one can 
well imagine the plight of lesser 
mortals facing such methods! 
SmtamiGhOM 


|2K)R the past few 
P wedcs, we have been 
diecuasing'the 
Bunbcm Inuniteorthe 
three etape ^Murring 
movement. But thie 
time, we will diecuae the 
Oyaiku uobi-uki or the 
reveree mid-eection, 
ineide to outside block, 
and also the Cbudan 
Oi-taukioTtbB 
mid-eeotion punch. This 
technique can be 
practised fix>m 
Zenkutau-daohi, 
Sanobin Daobi and the 
Kokutsu Daobi 
Your partner should 
stand in Zenkutau 
daobi, gidan barai and 
^ou should stand in 
Yoe-daobi Now let your 
partner take the right 
step forward and dehver 
i mid section punch 
immediately, you 


KARATE 



move your right leg 
back one step and block 
the punch by a reversed 
(inside to outside) mid 
section block with your 
right hand, and then 
deliver a mid-section 


punch with your left 
hand to your partner’s 
solar plexus or floatmg 
nbs 

One should be careful 
m practise not to hit too 
hanl. Otherwise, it 


might cause ii^ury. This 
taAniquecanbe 
praotia^hy the 
advanced karetaka hy 
the one-step movement 
or ippon kuxnite. 

SMvkJI OtaiMpulyf 
Kyok uaWn fa dKsrate 

Kyokuahin-kai H Q Hartoh 
ParkBhowanipora daaaaaon 
av«fy Tuesday and Friday 
avsf^ eSOeSOPM And 
onSun^momlng 7 
AM-10AM 

Branches at Satari Park and 
Rabindra Sarobar have the 
following timings SMurdayand 
Sunday at 4 30 P M -e 30 P M 
A Now branch has been 
opened at Sait Lake 
BA<^ PlaygiourKf on 
Wednesday 530e30PM 
(Childrsn) 

esOPM-BOOPM (General) 
Sunday Morning 7 
AM-eOOAM 
FOr further Information, you 
can contact 8hlva|l Qan(My. 
Branch ChM, at 136 Harish 
Mukher|ee Road, Calcutle-25 












brother and sister. 

But no family as the Sancheses 
has produced players of such high 
calibre in both sexes and at such 
tender ages. Emilio, the oldest in 
the group, is 24 and has been 
'ranked in the first 20 for almost 
four years. Javier, 19, was the 
World Junior champion in 1986 
and a somewhat successful player 
on the pro tour. Then there is 
Arantxa who, by now, needs no 
introduction 

The Sancheses along with Ser¬ 
gio Casals have led a remarkable 
of Spanish tennis. The men 


announced their arrival by upset¬ 
ting Boris Becker and West Ger¬ 
many 3-2 in the first round of the 
'87 Davis Cup and advancing to 
the semi-finals The lady 
announced her bid with her vic¬ 
tory in the French Open. 

From the start, along the circuit 
there were many players’ locker 
room debates about which of the 
Sancheses’ was the most talented. 

Emilio was the highest ranked. 
Yet Javier and Arantxa were al¬ 
ways talked about more. But Emi¬ 
lio’s own choice for the most 
talented has always been his sis¬ 


J0 







ter. Two years ago, he maintained: 
“She has better legs She’s a little 
faster than Javier or me. And she 
hasn’t worked that much on 
strokes—she’s a natural.” 

Arantxa looks every bit a San¬ 
chez, only a pug-nosed shy smil¬ 
ing version. Stocky, but solid, her 
ascent in tennis has been little 
short of awesome At 13, when the 
average youngster is still in the 
process of getting a solid sense of 
the game, she became Spain’s 
number one ranked woman. Then 
came her dramatic international 
debut. In September 1986, as a 






anchezes! 
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wild card m the women’s draw of 
. the Barcelona tournament, in 
which, Javier, as an amateur, up¬ 
set Andres Gomez, she reached 
the semis Prior to the 1087 
French Open she had climbed to 
number 79, becoming the ftrst 
Spanish female to crack the top 
100 since the computer rankings 
began By the end of 1987 she was 
number 58 She began this year at 
number 18 Now she has since 
moved up eight slots to number 
10 

Two years ago Manuel Orantes, 
her coach and the former Davis 






ill 


X 


A 


rantxa says, “I 
i never wanted 
■ to be anything 
but a tennis 
player ” She 
even quit school 
at 14 to pursue 
that goal. 


Cup player, predicted “I think m 
two years, maybe sooner, she will 


[ be able to play with those girls”— 
refei i ing to the best half dozen in 
the wc I id The coach backed that 
bold piedictioii by adding ‘Arant¬ 
xa learns very quickly You ex¬ 
plain something and she has the 
ability to do it right away ” 
Arantxa says, I never wanted 
to be anything but a tennis play¬ 
er ’ She even quit school at 14 to 
pursue that goal 

J AVIER and Emilio look like 
brothers, with oval faces, dark 
eyes and longish black hair 
parted in the middle and sweeping 
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^ down across the forehead But 

r Javier is obviously less muscular, 
and lus expression is inherently 
mournful It masks the fact that 
he Is a real battler on court, a firm 
adherent to the maxim his brother 
passed onto him and his sister: 
"Luchar aiempre" or ‘Always 
fight’. 

Emilio IS a workhorse His en¬ 
durance goes beyond matches to 
whole tournaments, strings of 
them. In 1986 the year which 
launched him as a tennis some¬ 
body. Emiho entered the most 
tournaments of any top 20 play¬ 
ed—28. Because he did well that 
translated into the most matches 
played—155. But for such a con¬ 
stant competitor, Emilio’s success 
has come in bursts. Now he has an 
li\}ujy problem which has forced 
him out of the circuit for a few 
months. Emilio teamed up with 
Casals to finish runners up to 
Flaoh and Seguso m the 1987 
Wimbledon'doubles. He has good 
results In mixed doubles too. In 
1987 Pai9 Shriver and he won the 

- ——— --- 
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I ronically, the 
four Sanchezes 
spring from a 
background 
devoid of tennis. 
The impetus to 
introducing 
them to tennis 
was—of all 
things—mother 
Marisa’s 
interest in 
skiing! 


French Open title. Then he and 
Martina Navratilova teamed up to 
vdn the US Open, giving Martina 
a rare sweep of all three titles. 

Emilio has never lost to Javier 
in singles. "It’s difficult for him to 


play me, but that will change i 
when he reedises he must do it the 
way he plays eveiybody ” 

T here is also a fourth San¬ 
chez—23-year-old Marilba, 
who completed four years as 
a top player at California’s Pepper- 
dine University and is now pur¬ 
suing a pro career. 

Ironically, the four Sanchezes 
spring from a family background 
devoid of tennis. Neither Emilio 
senior, a civil engineer, nor his 
wife played the sport. The impetus ^ 
to introducing them to tennis 
was—of all things—mother Mar¬ 
isa’s interest in skiing. 

“We looked for a club in Barcelo¬ 
na that offered ski trips,” she 
says, “and the one we found had 
tennis courts too. Emilio (Sr.) 
liked the idea of the childen ply¬ 
ing; and they did ” 

From there it’s been a long way. 
Now Spain may become the first 
country to make both the Davis 
Cup and the Federation Cup com- i 
petitions a truly family affair. 






haa the War Cross 
ftrom both World Wars. 
He still works, as a 
oonsultant, for the 
French international 
company he joined in 
1922. 

He had won a medal at 
the Paris Olympics of 
1924 and attended the 
Seoul Olympics last 
year. 

Hell be 91 next month, 
but still plays regfularly 
at the Tennis Club de 
Paris. 

He’s Jean Borotra, the 
oldest living Wimbledon 
champion, wiimer of the 
men’s singles there in 
1924 and again in 1926, 
former president of the 
International Tennis 
Federation, and now the 
guiding light of the 
International Committee 
for Fair Play. 

Like most 
Wimbledon-bound 
sportswriters, my travel 
plans were neat and 
early. But Monsieur 
Borotra’s summons 
necessitated a reshtifHe, 
and the week before 
Wimbledon one had to 
do a quick 

London-Paris-London 


shuttle. Borotra. had hs 
known about it, would 
probably have approved. 
He’s the man wh^ 
regular opening routine 
for Wimbledon involved 
attending the 
pre-toumament dinner 
in London on Sunday 
evening, flying back to 
Paris for the night, 
working at bis office on 
Monday morning, and 
arriving back in London 
the same afternoon to 
play his first match. 

The Arc de Trlomphe 
is one of the French 
capital’s most 
impressive monuments. 


a s the Italian 
tennis- 
historian, 
Gianni Clerici, 
has noted: “He 
changed clothes 
on the run, and 
above all, he 
played on the 


One of the boulevards 
leading off from it is the 
Avenue Foch, and a 
quarter-of-armile down 
the road is a stately 
apartment-house built at 
the turn of the century 
where Jean Borotra has 
been living, these last 51 
years, in a commodious 
fourth-floor flat. And 



there I went, on the 
sunny late afternoon of 
20 June. 

Just nine days 
previously, we’d all seen 
him on the TV screen, 
handing over the French 
Open trophy to young, 
young Michael Chang 
(Monsieur pronoxmced it 
the French way, 
“Shang”). But I’d seen 
hi m before, at the 
Centenary Wimbledon in 
1977, playing a 
veterans’ doubles match, 
and actually spoken to 
him at the end of it. 

Thus I knew that he 
spoke splendid English 
and the extent of my 
French, abandoned after 
a brief struggle with 
Father Joris nearly a 
quarter-century ago, 
was not to be exposed. 


•• ■ K.Ss'.V J'.'C 


They named him the 
“Bounding Bfwque’’, 
Fleet Street of the 
Twenties, because he 
was hrom Basque 
country, a native of the 
Basses-^renees in the 
south-west, just by the 
Spanish border. He’d 
lost his father at eight. 


1 Subroto Sirkar met this 
j legendary 91-year old 
Frenchman in Paris recently 


AN AFTERNOON WITH 

JeanBorotra 







but his determined 
mother kept him on the 
path she’d charted out 
for him. Soon young 
Jean was cycling twelve 
kilometres a day to and 
from school, and the 
exercise built up his calf 
muscles for a lifetime 

The sobriquet 
“bounding” became 
inevitable, with those 
energetic legs and his 
background as a 
pelota-player 
enc'ouraging acrobatic 
volleying But it was not 
merely his playing 
pattern but his entire 
lifestyle that stirred the 
imagination of the 
Wimbledon watchers in 
those staid ‘208. As the 
Italian tennis-historian, 
Gianni Clerici, has 
noted- “He changed 
clothes on the run, he 
lived on the run, and 
above all, he played on 
the run ” 

Borotra still seems to 
prefer not to wtilk if he 
can run! Several times 
during our 100-minute 
tete-a-tete, when he 
wanted something from 
his study, he simply 
sprinted out and back. 
And imagine, at the 
beginning of our 
conversation I had 
actually asked him 
when was the last time 
he played an 
International Club 
fixture. The answer: he 
hasn’t missed an 
England-Franoe 
meeting since 1929. 

He spoke of Chang, 
first, the newest holder 
of a title he himself had 
owned 65 years ago. “It 
was a marvellous 
victory.. .the boy’s 
Chinese, and in his play 
one could see 
characteristics of his 
race: tenacity, 
intelligence, strength of 
purpose. And then his 
American upbringing 
had given him a good 


knowledge of the game, 
an ability to take 
decisions quickly.” 

We aberrated to 
discuss the modem 
game, the domination of 
the serve, and the 
Philippe Chatrier 
prc^io^ to do away with 
the second serve “That’s 
not a very practical 
idea,” Borotra 
remarked, “and I still 
believe that it might be 
more useful to try with a 
dotted serving-line, two 
feet behind the 
base-line ” The French 
federation had, a long 
time ago, actually 
experimented with it in 
a proper indoor 
tournament, which in 
those days was on wood 
and quite the fastest 
surface 

But, Wimbledon on a 
surface other than 
grass? Borotra just 
wouldn’t think of it. “I’ve 
always loved playing on 
grass, a grass surface 
under your feet gives a 
wonderful feeling.. .and 
for those, nowadays, 
who keep away from 
grass-courts, it should 
provide a perfect 
challenge a true 
champion must be able 
to master...” 

Because he felt so 
much at home playing 
on grass, for him the 
transition hrom 
European clay to 
lawn-courts was never a 
problem, even though he 
rarely managed to play 
in the pre-Wimbledon 
tournaments. But his 
compatriots Henri 
Cochet, Rene Lacoste 
and Jacques 
Brugnon—the other 
three making up the 
famous Four 
Musketeers—were all 
good enough players to 
switch to grass-court 
play easily: their 
combined Wimbledon 
record speaks for itself. 



Borotra’s first English 
connection was when 
his mother had an 
English au pair, to 
enable her children gain 
primary knowledge of 
the language. When 
Jean was in his early 
‘teens, he spent the 
summer of 1912 with an 
English family in 
Kenley, Surrey, a 
sojourn that started his 
love-affair with tennis. 
The French boy had 
never played the game 
before, but he had a 
quick eye and obviously 
natural ball-sense, for 
given the chance he 
quickly made rapid 
strides. Then on 
returning home, he 
found a tennis-court had 
been laid out! 

But soon the war 
intervened, and he went 
into the army. It was in 
the forces that he played 
his first tennis 
tournament. Before long 
he was one of his 
country’s leading 



players, and in 1922 was 
his first visit to 
Wimbledon.. .“That was 
the year the 

championships moved to 
the new premises on 
Church Road. This was 
some years before we 
had the Stade Roland 
Garros here in Pariet 
and we were greatly 
impressed by the Centre 
Court... We were touched 
by the wonderful 
reception we had in 
England, but it was all 
due to the popularity of 
our great friend, 

Suzanne Lenglen”. 

“The manner in which 
Suzanne departed trom 
Wimbledon, in 1026, 
was most unfortunate, 
especially as she was 
without blame in the 
matter. But the occasion 
gave me—what should I 
say—the dubious 
distinction of being the 
only man to enter the 
ladies’ dressing-room at 
Wimbledon when ladies ^ 
were dressing there! 
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Sxizaime had locked 
heraelfupinher 
champion’s cubicle, and 
f was 80 upset as to be 
almost hysterical, there 
was really nothing I 
could do to (»lm her 
down. But the 
Wimbledon people asked 
me to try speak to her. 
When I entered the 
ladies’ dressing-rcxsm 
some girls were 
changing there—I (}an 
remember "Bunny” 
Ryan’s face,!—^but 
somebcxly cpiickly 
covered my head with a 
Vtowel, so I couldn’t cause 
* any embarrassment, 
andiwasledto 
Suzanne’s cabin. But it 
was a very sorry 
incident.” 

Borotra ^mke of his 
Musketeer cnlleagues, of 
whom Brugnon and 
Ccxdiet have passed 
away. "Brugnon was a 
very intelligent and 
effSoient doubles player, 
^aad when the four of us 
played he invariably was 


on the winning side, no 
matter who partnered 
him. Laooste,the 
youngest among us, was 
a great student of the 
game: physically he was 
not too strong, but his 
inteUigence, will-power 
and tenac3ity made him 
an excellent player. 
Ccxshet, now, had a 
touch of genius about 
him, and dev^ped his 
own special brand of 
tennis, built around a 
magnificent forehand 
and an attacking 
half-v(}lley. Above all, he 
had a wonderful nerve". 
Talking to Borotra, it 
was clear who he felt 
was the best player of 
the lot. 

But he refused to 
compare the great 
players of his 
time—Tilden, Vines, 
Perry, Crawford or 
Budge—with the 
post-War stars on the 
modern heroes: ‘Teople 
Fve played against, T 
have special knowledge 
about their game. It’s 
not cpiite the stone 
(X>noerning players I 
have seen but not been 
on court with. And 
nowadays I don’t 
actually follow matches 
that closely. But of 
cxjurse men like Rod 
Laver and Ken Rosewall 
were cindoubtedly great 
players.” 

Jean Borotra 
combined a successful 
working life with his 
great popularity and 
eminence as a tennis 
player. His 
polytechniciue law 
degree had helped him 
get a job, his 
thoroughness about 
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me and see 
at 


again 
Wimbledon/’ 
he said, ‘’I’ll be 
there in the 


work mads him gain 
first-hand knowledge of 
engineering—"I did 
actually spend some six 
months in 

overalls”—^when he saw 
the scope of adapting 
New York-style petrol 
pumps to the stricter 
official recpiirements in 
Paris. 

“Oh, yes, I have been 
to India, too—^three 
times—^butonlyon 
business trips, never as 
aplayer ” 

Borotra’s abidmg 
interest now is his 
pre<xxaipation with the 
Fair Play ccmmittee. 
"That’s one reason, 
honestly,” he said, “Why 
I wanted.to meet an 
Indian journalist. Your 
coimtry has a fine 
tradition of 
sportsmanship—it was 
my pleasure to present 
one of our awards to 
Vijay Amritraj last 
year—and I feel it’s 
necessary to cultivate 
the idylls of fair play so 
that sport c»n remain a 
pleasure. 

Sportsmanship is one 
thing: but fair play goes 
beyond the limitations, 
in most cases it mvolves 
somethmg more than 
even unfailing 
observance of the 
written rule.” Borotra 
felt it was essential to 
promote the 
development of fair play 
and thus protect sport 


against the grave 
dangers threatening it, 
by honouring pec^e 
who had displayed that 
spirit in exemplary 
fashion in competitive 
sport. 

Borotra expressed his 
satisfaction that tennis 
was back in the 
Olympics I had known 
he had played in the 
1924 Olympics—“that 
tournament in Paris, it 
was very poorly 
organised”—but it was 
news to me that he had 
been there for the 
re-entry in Seoul. Of 
course, Jean Borotra 
gets around to most 
places, but I hadn’t 
envisaged a 
globe-trotting 
nonagenarian till I 
actually met him! 

We had been talking 
for over on hour and a 
half, and when I got up 
to Irave, Borotra 
accompanied me to the 
dcx>r, then suddenly 
sprinted back to his 
study, returning with a 
cartoon of himself, on 
which I got him to put 
his signature. "Come 
and see me again at 
Wimbledon,” be said, 

“m be there in the 
members’ enclosure.” 

He’U be there, Fd like 
to think, for seWal 
years to come. 








fXMBLBDON. 
wtial a Itoel* 
Infi Aoore- 
ditatkm card 
promUy cm my cdiest, 1 
atrut through the 
groonclB that IVe read 
and aeen so much of. 


J ftel the braoixig nip In 
^ the air, check ^ ^ce 
of the etrawberrlea and 


cream, take a good kxik 
at Kevin Curren as he 
ambles past. This is the 
good life. 

And then, down comes 
the rain. It doesn't rain 
Just oats and dogs here. 
It rains oats, dogs and 
fleldmice here. No, rm 
notjcddng. Thereaotual- 
ly was a small fella scur¬ 
rying about on the rain- 
oover pulled over court 
No: 1 Measuring an awe¬ 
inspiring two inches 
from noee-Up to tail-end, 
he made merry on the 
same ccmrt where world 
champions have come 
and gone. 

What do people do 
here when it rains? The 
same thing all sensible 
pepjde do the wcnld over 
when it rains ..find a 
warm spot and guzzle 
beer. While doing oon- 
omtration cnirla with a 
pint of bitter ale, I hear a 
story about the barman 
who was thrown out of 
his job at one of the 
hospitality tents. It 
seems they found out 
that he had informed a 
newspaper to photo¬ 
graph famous personali- 
tiee lunching and sipr 
ping bubbly with other 
women. 

Which reminded me 
about Ian Woolridge’s 
buddy who took his 
aecretthfy fbr a day out at 
Wimbtecwn. This guy— 
and his attractive oom- 
panicm—made the mis¬ 
take of Bitting vfinder a 
aooreboard which was 
soaiined hy the telavi- 
akxp camera every few 
Jgl^utea. ^y the time hs 



tM** 1 1' ,* r'. . 

Sanchez girl hae got 
marriecL I Choke cm my 
beer, ait upright and ad¬ 
just my fine tuning 
this is interesting stuff. 

How come she's got 
this 'Vicario' name tag¬ 
ged onto her normal 
name here? She didn’t 
have that hit when She 
won at Paris. Must have 
tied the knot on the 
quiet, eh. Yeah, well 
check it out at the preee 
conference after ehe 
finiahee this match. 
Orabtdng my notebook, I 
head for the courts, 
mentally tn«.wr>g a date 
with Arantza Sanchez at 
the preee Interview 

What do peofOe do when it ralne? Tbe innw 
thing all eensible people do the worUL over 
when it ralns...illnd a warm 


wove his way through 
the serpentine traffic 
snarls, the dcwr to the 
good de homeetead vrae 
firmly bolted...from the 
inaide. The poor guy 
waa eventually divert. 

Finally the rain leta 
up. Itll take aoroe time 
before the covers are 
taken off and the oourts 
inspected, ao might aa 
well get another bicep- 
builder Poorer by a 
pound and seventy, and 
heavier by a pound and a 
kilo—-some bargain 
thatl—1 tune Into yet 
another conversation. 
Hey. check this out wU- 
lya. That whateemame 


.find a warm qpot and gusale a 
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Affer try^ Id wh* 
fdvsl DMd la. 

hi vithi« X must sdmht 
how''do8s ths guy mhff 
wptySi ehffp teshdslm- 

a hffilianl hae^ tisad 
for the ths interview 
room. Sanohoz-Vloarlo 
(csal fiMTget tim^, can 
we?) has just beaten 
Jana Pospiailova in 
straight sets and will be 
facing the press soon. 
She WBlke in, smiling 
broadly, a little flushed. 
And the question le 
popped. 

Poised pencilB drop, 
record buttons are 
switched oft and the 
smiles break out as 
Arantza ezplaliui that 
the Vicario is just her 
mother's faouly name. 
Seems there are so many 
Sanchez families in 
Spain, that she decided 
to add on her mother’s 
name to be a litfie diffe¬ 
rent. That's all there is is 
to it. No secret ceremony 
on a deserted island 
guarded by killer 
sharks. Or anything as 
remotely fkadnsting as 
that. 

Once the initim iz- 
pectation is dashed, it's 
on to routine quesltons. 
How did you play? How 
did she pb^ But the 
17-year-old Spaniard 
isn’t having any of that. 
Skilfiilly Steering the 
roomful of giizsled jour- 
mdlsts away ttom the 
aotkm on court, she lellB 
thtfm of her two new psC. 
ddgs. 

What are thsir nkmes. 
someone asked. WeU, 
the first QO» in called 
Bmend. alM eafd.„wldol$-, 
imqitited Bud to 

Ibeii Ihf 
fenaim is Chvlqim^ 
fedOhrmi!^ 


















Quiet, enchanted hours on 
the endless sand, the ecstatic 
waves rolling in and breaking 
at your feet. A retreat to 
monuments and the memories 
of history, its grandeur and 
glory. 

Take the Ashok Silverline ^ ^ 
Package. Open for Indian 
citizens over 55 years of age. 
From 12 noon Saturdays to 12 
noon Mondays. Rs. 150 per 
room, single/double, (taxes 
extra) per night. Valid till 
October 15,1989. 

Proof of age to be produced 
on request. 
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The 

Ashok 

'Croup 


tndu Touritm Dcvdopmenl Corponlion 


The package is available at the following Ashok Croup Hotels 

* Agra Ashok Aurangabad Ashok ‘Hotel Ashok, Bangalore 
Bhaiatpur Forest Lc^ge, iapfu Ashok, Kohtma Kalinga 
Ashok. Bhubaneswar, Bodhgaya Ashok, ‘Airport Ashok, 
Calcutta Hassan Ashok ‘Jaipur Ashok Jammu Ashok 
Khayuraho Ashok ‘Kovalam Ashok Beach Resort, Madurai 
Ashok, Temple Bay ^shok Beach Resort, Mamallapuiam, 
‘Lalitha Mahal Palace Hotel, Mysore, ‘Lodhi Hotel. Hotel 
Ranjit, New Delhi Pataliputia Ashok, Patna, Ranchi Ashok, 


Brahmaputra Ashok, Cuwahati, Shalini Palace Ashok, 
Kolhapur ‘Ratanada Ashok, Jodhpur Nilachal Ashok, Pun, 
‘Varanasi Ashok Pondicherry Ashok 

* Expenditure tax applicable 

For information and bookings, contact any Ashok Croup 
Hotel or the Ashok Network Service fombayTel 202^75, 
2023343 Calcutta Tel 435208, 435264, Delhi Tel 600121, 
600412, Madras Tel 473078,472186, Bangalore Tel 79411 
73894 
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Any Bengali living here probably reads 
Prabasi Anandabazar every week. 


New York 


% 

Prabasi Anandabazar was created exclusively 
for the Bengalis living abroad. 

Every week, we lead our readers to places of great interest. 

We give them a complete package of news and features. 

With topics ranging from politics to recipes; from 
beauty-tips and fashion to literature and sport. 

Thirty two pages with offset-printing clarity— 
including eight pages in sparkling colour. 

We sell the kind of quality that’s tried and true. 

We give advertisers an exclusive, affluent clientele 
and a perfect environment. 


Prabasi Anandabazar: The international weekly from The Ananda Bazar Group of Publications. 
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YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 



IMF SPORTSWOllLD-MARIME 
SPORTS SPENAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sportsworld for a year and you will get free books of your 
choice from Marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 
Rs 310 a year (52 issues) Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you 

Following are the books you can choose from 



Any TWO for a year’s suOscription 

Howziuti' Cncket Cartoons Rs 20 (tt^tual price) 
Reliance book o* one-day international cncket records Rs 45 
Ian Botham sports annual Rs 73 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Rs 66 

The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Annual Rs 364 
QoMmi Gill TIm aioiy oTPT unia R, 3S 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please dr aw your demand draft/cheque m favour of Ananda Bazar Patrika Lid Calcutta 


Any ONE for a year’s subseription 

Boycott Don Mosey Rs 290 
Vijay Merchant Rs 30 
The Badminton Story Rs 131 
Zola Rs 144 
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Coming m as a 
(avourito the 
defending chamfxon 
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TIte hot fai/ounle (or tl 


the second 
successive year 
Becker is shocked by 
lowly ranked 
Australian Peter 
Dootian in ttie seconrJ 
round The world and 
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{MMniliwd to put Ms 
l««tyoor*oupaat 
dofootbohlnahim, 
Bockor piayo motUFO 
and datormlnad tonnfa 
only to bo boatan by a 
auporlor Stofan 
EdMMB in ttM final 
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BECKER AT 
WIMBLEDON 




^PIIII|H GERMANS. 

■ they say, are 
A H stolid, 

PL—jH disciplined, 

I I unemotional 

k M people. Sure. 

V ■ I guess the 

H reason why 
Boris Becker 
and Steffi Graf within 
hours of each other, 
burst, quite beautifully 
into tears. 

The enormity of 
winning Wunbledon is 
such, that character, 
age, nationalities are 
reduced to irrelevance 
by the human factor 
The boy from Leiman 
and the girl fivm Bruehl 
are human beings first 
and tennis players 
second. 

Becker the boy had 
vanished with the years. 


and now stood the man, 
more controlled, more 
mature at 21. Even his 
winning salute had 
altered the frenetic 
exhuberance of 
rhythmic pumping fists 
and legs was replaced by 
a hand and finger thrust 
towards the heavens. 
Butat21, the boyish 
instincts are not all lost, 
and with delightful 
spontaniety, he whirled 
and hurled his racket, 
into a crowd that has 
through the years never 
stopped loving him. 

The acceptance, once 
hesitant is now 
forthcoming. Truly this 
man-child is one of the 
greatest champions of 
all time here. 

For Steffi, already 
debated as the greatest 
player of all time, the 
undercurrents of her 


French loss were still 
there— 'Steffi can be 
beaten’. So, despite 
fluctuating form, she 
emphasised quite 
plainly that any 
pretensions of the 
young or the old to her 
crown was merely 
wishful thinking. In 
rapid succession she 
beat Monica Seles, 
Arantxa Sanchez, Chris 
Evert and Martina 
Navratilova,.. .Perhaps 
no other Wimbledon 
champion has been 
forced to stand a 
rougher and tougher 
test. And was she 
having fun? No 
question? Yes, 
especially.... “I was 
having the break in the 
third set. I had such a 
good feeling inside me. I 
had, really to tell myself, 
‘Come on. concentrate'. 


F or Becker 
and Graf, 
who have 
seen more of ^ 
each other than 
ever before, it 
was wondezful. 
Said Becker: 
think in the last 
twoorihree 
weeks we got 
together more 
often and we 
had a couple of 
dinners...» 


o 








ECKER 
said, 

“...For her 
and me to win 
today, I thought 
that was 
something. It 
may not 
happen again 
youKnow. 
Maybe.»hopef> 
uUy. Depends 
more on me 
tiian her...” 


and not start 
laughing*^’. She even 
found time to break a 
heart Right through 
the match, one lonely 
male voice could audibly 
be heard screaming, 

‘C Mon Steffi’, and the 
young lady, gracious as 
ever, acknowledged him 
after victory, with a 
special smile and wave 
For Becker each 
Wimbledon appears to be 
a historic occasion With 
his wins m 1985 and 
1986, he became the 
first German to win, the 
youngest champion ever 
and one of few not to lose 
a set through the 
championships. Victory 
again this year placed 
him alongside Bjorn 
Borg and John 
McEnroe, the only three 
to win Wimbledon thrice 
in the Open era For his 


6-0 first set against 
Edberg, one has to go 
even further back—to 
1923 when William 
Johnston achieved such 
a remarkable feat m the 
final 

The fairy tale, of 
which we shall speak 
more of later, was 
complete when Graf won 
too for the first time 
ever Germany had a 
double champion For 
the two, who were 
seeing more of each 
other lately than even 
before, it was wonderful 
Said Becker, “I think in 
the last two or three 
weeks we got together 
more often and we had a 
couple of dinners and 
here at the German 
House, we all got 
together And so we 
somehow now have a 
very special relationship 


almost And for her to 
wm today and me, I 
thought that was 
something. It may not 
happen again you know 
Muybe—hopefully. 
Depends more on me 
than her’ 

While the veracity of 
Becker’s last statement 
cannot be questioned, 
his own incredible 
development must 
undoubtedly make him 
favourite to win again 
And again. The All 
England Club, which 
had the temerity to seed 
him no. 3 this year, rest 
arrured will not err in 
1990. The strides in his 
strokemaking were 
obvious in his semi 
finals and final 
performances, where 
uncharacteristically the 
German eased himself 
out of trouble not 















vault to educate 
youngsters m 2500 
what courage 
assurance and skill in 
sport are 

The thoughtful 
intelligence in Becker s 
game, the maturity of 
his game, the ability to 


were more like a fairy 
tale Itwasnttrue 
really Andldidnt 
know what I was doing 
But over the last two or 
three years I had to 
work much harder than 
ever before And so I feel 
maway much more 
proud now than in my 


merely wishful 
thinking. In 
rapid 

succession she* 
beat Monica 
Seles, Arantxa 
Sanchez, Chris 
Evert and 
Martina 
Navratilova 


had to go thiough those 
experiences and that 
made me a little tougher 
I guess 

Funnily enough or 
perhaps not, Becker 
attributes much of his 
success to Peter Doohan, 
his killer in 1987 "I 
think for me losmg m 


has extended himself 
now he is ready for 
combat anywhere 
For Graf, life has been 
comparitively easier 
Her seventh Grand Slam 
title came in her tenth 
consecutive Grand Slam 
title What she seeks, » 
beyond a nice 
relationship with 
boyfriend Alexander 
Mronz is something we 
will never know There 
IS still room for 
improvement’ she says 
A frightening thought 
if nothing else 
Both Becker and Graf 
have blown through 
Wimbledon like a Force 
10 gale It is a wmd that 
will never die quietly So 
stunnmg and 
purposeful has been 
their play, that Becker 
softly said, “Only when 
we are both, I think 
grandfathers and 
grandmothers, people 
will realise what we have 
achieved ” 











GOSSIPWALLAH FILES HiS DESPATCH FROM WIMBLEDON 
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The Brits are now sin^n^ a diffe¬ 
rent tune about him 


I BRITISH TENNIS WEEPS A McENBOE 


T hrow him out we don t need anyone like him 
to come to oui championships was the refrain 
sung by the uptight British when the tornado 
called John McEnroe first hit the All England 
Club They hated him even going to the extent of 
having opinion polls about whether Wimbledon 
could do without his like 
But the latest move by the Brits reeks of 
aboutface In a move spearheaded by the British 
Minister for Sport.CohnMosmihan, Biritish sports 
scouts have gone looking for a scowling, ranting 
snarling, raging alleycat to take them to the top 
of the tennis ladder, spending ^ 5 million pounds 
sterling every year In their quest for world 
beaters the English have decided that it s a 
McEnroe behave alike that will do the trick 
“Like the man or not, we need the McEnroe 
mentaUty in our tennis,” Moynihan said, adding 
“Winners are born of angry young people who 
feel the world is against them and are determmed 
to beat the system” 


CRAZY TABLOID STORIES 


T he Bi itish tabloid press has a field day over 
the Wimbledon Fortnight Stories like 
McEnioe pi onuses to di op his shorts on Centre 
Couit make then day And of course you’ve 
heard about the tabloid who with some dark 
room ti ickei y <ictually cai i led a photograph of 
McEni oe with his shorts down to his knees and 
baling his all on Ccntic Court 

This one must i ate as one ot the best tabloid 
gimmicks in lecent times However 1987 was the 
yeai of the tabloids. Le&btanB scare me that a 
why I undi ess slope, says Sabatini read the 
headline in The Sun as Uabncla Sabatim played 
the Eastborne tournament the week before 
Wimbledon 

And when the tabloid media got bored with the 
ladies that year they went after the men The 
Daily Mil ror trumpeted Bonking Boris vs Lusty 
Lendl Sex me and tennis It s anyones guess 
where the quotes came from but the comparisons 
between the private lives ot Boris Becker and Ivan 
Lendl continued until Beckei was Bonked Out' 
which IS how The Sun described his loss to Peter 
Doohan 

The most ridiculous stoi y of all appeared in the 







IMih Ml 11 oi thdt yt <ii following' ilctnd. 
Manclhkovas wiffidiawal fioni flK* 
C’liainpionslnps with i foot injui y Hdna. to be 
Mum SI 11 mil li f i om tlit* page and tho story 
(I iiinrd tiiat tlic n al reason for her withdiawal 
was p) i p n UK V 1 h< playeis soon found out this 
was not ti in but by then Uie damage had been 
doiu Anififlit public 


miiUKER-CRAF RELATIONSHIP 


T Uf' Y < laiin to have a very special 

ulationship BonsBeckei and SteffiGiaf 
havi pit n 1 y in t ommon And now they ai e 
both Wimblpclon champions Ofoouise they had 
bun < li.inipions before but this yoat they did it 
If pi the I I hi f ict that they weie both gunning 
foi the titlebiought thuniclostM duiiiig'Ihe 
1 ottnipht When askt'd who she was backing in 
till linns (iiafbiid Bonsofcouisc And when 
iski d who she fhoughtBeekei was backing in 
till ladit s singles she lephed Ihoiiehes 
h II king me 



W HY 18 Gabnela Sabatim playing so badly*’ 
Perhaps it’s got something to do with her 
new found love 

Tho nineteen year-old world number three has 
a boyfriend—Italian Eugreneo Rozzi ranked 486 
in the computer rankings But rankings don’t 
matter to Gabnela She has sacrificed so much to 
become what she is, at such a young age, that this 
IS perhaps the first opportunity she has got to see 
the other side of life In fact she is so taken up by 
her fii at romance that friends say she is running 
after her Italian boyfriend rather than him doing 
the running after her 
But Rozzi did some consoling by taking 
Gabnela to a dinner after her loss to Ross 
Fan bank 

Gabnela doesn t seem to think her ’affair is 
affecting her game in any way She says with a 
streak of annoyance “Is it wrong for me to have a 
boyfriend*’ 



Beckei himself has spoken of the spe cial 
1 claiionship be tween liim and Steffi (see page 9) 
Btc kci I eveals fin thei 1 m the guv who has 
kiiovi n hei foi the longest 1 hat might come as a 
sui pi ise to many but it is true As a nine year old 
Kec kei and Steffi (who w.is then seven) wei e 
piai ticc paitnois 

fcviV Bih kei She was the best player in the 
g i|^ and I was t he woi st m the boys so they 
m|b us pi acii&e together Aftei that we went to 
less the same tournaments So you see, 
vnedo have a special relationship 
Wow' That t. news foi us' 







Martina relaxes by skiinff 


Martina’s girlfriend Judy Nelson chats with 
musician Larry Adler at Wimbledon 


TENSION FOR MARTINA'S GIRLFRIEND 


S OME thing^ are npt done at Wimbledon. So 
when Martina Navratilova’s opponent served a 
crucial double fault and girlMend Judy Nelson 
applauded the mistake, she was forced to 
apologise to those around her. It was obvious that 
the on-court tension was getting to Judy, 
Martina’s long-time friend and lover. 

Judy gave some insight into Martina’s 
preparations to win Wimbledon this year. "We 
took a ten day complete rest at the house in Fort 
Worth." she said. “It was perhaps Martina's first 
real rest in 18 years. For those days I did not 
allow her to even think about tennis. Why, 1 
didn’t even allow her to speak on the phone. I 
think it gave her a break mentally and made her 
tougher,” said Judy. Unfortunately not tough 
enough to break through the barriers Steffi Graf 
put up for her. 

Speaking on the inclusion of Billy Jean King 
into ‘Team Martina,’ Judy said: “When it comes to 
tennis, Martina and Billy Jean are like little girls. 
They both love the game so much.” 

Judy agreed that Martina had indeed lost a lot 
of fire and motivation since losing her number 
one slot to Steffi. But Judy, who has a son from 
her first marriage, said that Martina got the 
determination back for Wimbledon. Moreover, 
she disclosed there was not so much of pressure 
on Martina this year. 

When asked about what Martina likes doing 
best when not playing tennis. Judy replied, 
“Watching old films on television. Of course the 
new ones too are also seen. We’ve recently seen 
Indiana Jones and the I.^t Crusade. ” 

Replying to a question about what she goes 
through while sitting in the stands when Martina 
is playing, she said: “1 go through as much 
tension. I try to keep constant eye contact with 
Martina in case she needs something.” 








^ *' ® iiiorp 

pundits, 
sages and 
foi tunu 
tellcisat 
WinibitHion 
lhan at a 

AHB Spanish fair 

- - or an Indian 

convention ol hall naked fakirs 
Wc .shall refer to lliem in common 
jouriiak'se as ‘tennis writerp’ 

After Ihri'c first class’ pints of 
Ijowenbran Lai gei, yes, 1 believe 
that s German too. a session of 


revealed that ‘Edberg had peaked 
too early’, which of course must be 
interpreted as saying that if 
Kdbcrg had won, it was because he 
peaked at the right time 
This 'peaking debate’ does not 
seem to hold Becker, in fact, not 
having played a single seed till the 
semi finals should possibly have 
been less big-match prepared 
Kdbm g, did his usual four set 
tricks all the way, a similar 
pi ogress to last year That Edberg 
pi'akcd .igainst John McEnroe 
doesn’t hold either, because top 


WIMBLEDON 


ilm 


gunfighters 

duelling 
at dawn 

Rohit Brijnath reviews the performances at 

The Championships 



intensive Cl ystal ball ga/ing 
(XJcurred befoie th(> Inial Among 
belches of brilliani.e. it was 
decided, well bai ely, that the final 
would be a tough matt h which 
was surely an astounding 
pi'ediction, for everyone .seemed 
satisfied and went back to Gei man 
beer With nonchalant sagacity, 
Becker's fatigue after the Lendl 
match and Edberg's rattlesnake 
volleys and steely mind were 
added as possible points to 
ponder When Becker won the 
first set 6-0, the cloud of alcohol 
dissolved into a reality’s 
ht adache By the time the match 
hadggded, pundits all had 

d, and back to Lowenbrau 


players are expected to play at 
least two big matches in a Grand 
Slam, and three sets against 
Johnny Mac is not excuse enough 
Edberg was merely having an 
off-day. incidentally his line of 
explanation 

The olf day, on-day syndrome is 
something Martina Navratilova 
I would do a years penance for 
When she said, “This was the best 
1 could do today.not the best I’ve 
played (or can play)* and that 
"Stefli may not have played as well 
yesterday”, she was beating 
around the bush with her racket 
Perhaps what she was subtlety 
trying to convey was that. 'It 1 
have a really, really good day and 
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daiichjz And then there was the 
custom built one piece made in ten 
years variety, Mecir and McEnioe 
Becker was champion yes, but 
even the parasitic tabloids and 
stodfi^y and sobei papers, 
gratitiously admitted that The 
Championshipt) where civility is 
given procedeni o over anything 
else, belonged to Oltl Baldy, John 
McEnroe And Old Baldy, who 
stayed quietly in his hotel nursing 
his children while wife Tatum had 
a break on the odd occasion, 
almost set fire to Wimbledon’s 
cherished ivy with his flaming 
anger, and more than singed a lot 
of people with his red hot 
racket In fact Old Baldy's face 
and style of play demanded more 
pictures and more newsprint than 
any other man here 


NEWSPAPERS were littered with 
‘Letters to the Editor' demanding 
McEnroe be banned from 
Wimbledon. (Perish the thought) 
John Fitzgerald also admitted to 
receiving innumerable letters 
supporting his rebukement of 
McEnroe. But what of this? After 
the McEnroe-Wilander match, A 
NBC cameraman desperate for a 
shot of The Brat’, knocked over a 
young girl, who was trampled and 
bruised by the crowd. McEnroe, 
informed about the incident, 
asked to see the girl, put her on 
his knee in the players lounge and 
consoled her. Ban a guy like this? 


rebuked gently by queen Graf for 
distracting with this sound 
Off-court Seles giggles with 
alarming hysteria 
The ineffectiveness of her style 
on grass, blasting from the back 
pays no dividends on such a fast 
surface, also explains why Agassi 
has not design^ to come here 
these last two vears And with 


Considering the brothers had* 
played a Davis Cup final just a 
year and a half ago (December 
1987) they were known 
favourites. But the rest of the real 
oldies are great tricksters, with a 
joker up every sleeve. The final 
against Bob Lutz and Dick 
Stockton was a treat for 
connoisseurs...some marvellous 


A 



N ICKBOLLITERI, the leathery 
American coach, once 
criticised for his mishandling of 
Jimmy Anas and Aaron 
Knckstein. is now the supremo 
among coaches llis new found 
fame is linked with the rise of 
teenage sensation Andre Agassi 
And anyone having seen Agas? s 
baseline, ruthless groundstrol ■ 
game, would have noticed a 
coincidental style in little Monica 
Seles’game Obviously, the 
Bolliteri touch is there too 
Seles’s penchant for funny 
sounds both on court and off allow 
for comparisons with a Polynesian 
sound engineer Two fisted on 
both flanks, her grunt has been 
borrowed from a charging rhino, 
and like Lendl once complained 
about Agassi, Seles has been 


! J 


Lendl: The Impossible Dream? 


Agassi, Seles will have to expand 
her range of shotmaking, 
otherwise she will never be able to 
seriously contend for Grafs no 1 
position 


FINALLY, after too many years of 
knocking on the door but never 
going through, the AmritraJ’s 
have won a Wimbledon title—the 
over-36 men’s invitation doubles. 


touch, some wonderful 
intelligence. 

C HRIS EVERT departed from 
her last Wimbledon with 
honour intact, saying. This is a 
new level of tennis I cannot 
match’ At 33, having won 
everything possible, it is 
understandable that the lady finds 
it harder to motivate herself, and 
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even more so to move the feet as 
fast. Numerous pundits, besotted 
by Miss Ice, have lauded her for 
moving^ on but have used Evert’s 
decision to question Navratilova’s 
insistence to continue playing. 

Why, in fact, should Miss 
Navratilova retire? Her intense 
preparation—missing the French 
and taking on Billie Jean King as 
an advisor—reflect her desire to 
compete. By reaching the 
i Wimbledon finals again, is a 
j further reflection of her class and 
I superiority over the rest. Only 
Graf stands in her way. 

Insisting that “I was moving 
much better than I did last year”, 
Martina explained ‘I just wasn’t 
picking up the ball as well as I 
would have liked to. So maybe my 
1 eyes are going’. This is an 
admission of the age factor, but 
not as people see it.. .they thought 
her legs had gone. 

Martina remains confident and 
ebullient and there seems no 
reason why she should 
quit.... when she said, ‘I absolutely 
think 1 can win (a ninth title)’ she 
was emphasizing that the 
motivation hadn't drained away. 

Equally motivated, but with a 
considerably less chance of 
victory is Mr. Connors. He too 
deflected all queries on 
retirement... .at 36, Connors 
enjoys himself, plays sparkling 
aggressive tennis and is a shot of 
heroin in for spectators.. .no 
reason for him too to dissolve into 
ordinary life. 


DOUBLES in tennis has quite 
rapidly become a highly 
specialised event, with less and 
less highly ranked singles 
players, ready to make the 
transition. Edberg has stopped, 
and perhaps only McEnroe (with 
Jacob Hlasek) is an exception. 
Within this sphere, Flaoh and 
Seguso and Leach and Pugh are I 

combinations much talked 
about.. .But then is a not-so^ld 
combinations that is stealing the 
headlines. John Fitzgerald and 
Anders Jarryd, with wins almost 
everywhere else, realised a dream 
when they beat the above two 
fancied pairs to win Wimbledon 
for the first time. Jarryd, bereft of 


Seles: Grunting to glory 






McEnroe: Old Baldy was the character of The Championships 


a partner when Edbere^ left 
dottblM play, found in the 
Australian a fine balance of skills. 
Their rapport and friendship was 
exemplified after the winning 
point, when tixiy Anders leaped 
into Fitzie’s lumberjack arms and 
was literally carried in a joyous 
bear hug all the way to the net. 


THE final will always be 
remembered as much for Becker’s 
play as his luck Everything and 
everything went his way three 
mcidents stand out 
First, when Edberg had the 
whole court to himself, he curled 
in a pretty forehand The ball 
impossibly struck the tape and fell 
back The Swede, aghast, raised 
his hands in mock surrender • 

The second, was when Becker, 
totally off balance by a sweet 
Edberg lob. flailed his racket 
aimlessly, managing to just hit 
the ball which plonked itself on 
the net cord and dropped quitely 
mto the Swede’s court 
The third, if anyone cared to 
notice, was the very moment the 
match ended and the prize 
ceremony began the rain 
arrived Ten minutes earlier 
would have meant a break in play, 
and then what"? One lady who 
certainly doesn’t care about luck 
and rain and ‘Then what’s’ is 
27-year-old Helen O’Leary from 
Birmingham, who triumphantly 
grabbed and earned home ^ 
Becker’s hurled racket 
Miss O’ljeary could not of course 
have resisted having the last 
word, “I’m a Becker fan you 
know’’’ Sure 


OTHER RESULTS 


MIXED DOUBLESjim Pugh (US) and Jana Novotna 
(Czh bt Mark Kratzman and Jenny Byrne (Aus) 6-4, 
5-7,6-4 

MEN’S DOUBLE 

John Fitzgerald (Aus) and Anders Jarryd (Swe) bt Ricl( 
Leach and Jim Pugh (US) 3-6,7-6,6-4,7-6 

JjNOMEN’S DOUBLES 

iifna Novotna and Helena Sukova (Cz> bt Natalia 
Sereva and Lansa Savchenko (USSR) 6-1.6-2 

VETERANS DOUBLES (over 35 years) 

f Amrltrai and Anand Amritraj (Ind) bt Dick 
kton Bob Uit2 (US) 6-3,6-2 


JUNIOR BOY’S SINGLES 

Niclas Kulti (Swe) btTodd Woodbridge (Aus) 6-4,6-3 

JUNIOR GIRL’S SINGLES 

Andrea Stranadova (CZ) bt Meredith McGrath (US) 
6-2,6-3 

JUNIOR BOYS DOUBLES 

Jared Palmer and Jonathan Stark (US) bt John Laffine 
de Jager and Wayne Ferreira (SA) 7-6,7-6 

JUNIOR GIRL’S DOUBLES 

Jennifer Capnati and Meredith McGrath (US) bt 
Andrea Stranadova and Eva Sviglerova (CZ) 6-4,6-2 













IMBLEDON VOICES 



Grass is for cows 

Arantxa Sanchez 



I think I have to improve my serve, 
my forehand, then backhand 

Wilander's formula for winning 
Wimbledon. 




It's tike an avalanche. It's inevitable. 
They're going to take over. 

Martina Navratilova on the rise of 
teenaged champions 



S- 


I’m pretty happy I don't have to take 
my pants off. 

John McEnroe, after Chang had lost. 
McEnroe had promised to drop his 
shorts on court if Chang won 
WimMedon. 




In the past I was firm about the 
stellar future of only two players: 
John McEnroe and Steffi Graf. 
Jeniffer Capriati is another. 

Arthur Ashe 


C'mon guys, I'm having a hard 
enough time anyway. 

Ivan Lendl to the umpire after a line 
call had gone against him in the 
match against Becker. 
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Champion: BORIS BECKER 6-0, 7*6, 

























WOMEN’S SINGLES: DRAW AND RESULTS 


Oaorat Thottam 

















































































































TENNIS: 


LOSING 

watchIbiuty? 

Are higrh-tech rackets which encourag'e power-play ruining^ the 

g^ame for the spectator? 


STHE leading 
left-banded hacker of 
tennis balls on the 
White House court, 
George Bush does 
have an occasional 
problem besides his 
backhand One is 
what to do with the 
latest toys of American 
drug-runners and 
so-called sportsmen 
assault rifles 
While Bush ponders 
the over-powering of 
America by daffy 
sharpshooters, such 
tennis bosses as 
Hamilton Jordan of the 
Association of Tennis 
i Professional—himself a 
former White House 
occupant—ought to 
consider the 
overpowering of their 
game by the ghastly 
weapons in vogue 
high-tech rackets They 
should consider metallic 
tools and returning to 
wood before it is too late 

In case you hadn’t 
noticed, the tennis 
nomads were m town at 
an upscale pasture 
called Wimbledon, 
whalmg balls harder 
and faster than ever 
Balls were flying firom 
strings at an alarming 
rate of speed and with 
toomvii^ topspin 
^uBls detrimental to 
artistry, subtlety and 

airs- 


touch -which can make 
the game a beautiful 
blend of force and 
finesse It is becoming 
all force and fire-power 
and onerous spin, and 
much of the blame lies in 
the new super rackets 
which accentuate those 
qualities These 
implements incorporate 
such materials as 
fibre-glass, graphite, 
boron and probably even 
Kryptonite 
The scientists and 
engineers have taken 
over, as they have in so 
many phases of life, and 
who’s out there to stop 


S ays Bjorn 
Borg 

game is less 
interesting 
when ihe ball 
goes so fast. It*s 
going to iret 
worse with the 
advances in 
technology. I 
think it was a 
better game to 
play and watch 
wimthe 
smaller head 
wooden 
rackets** 


them’ Tennis 
leadership'^ If such 
exists, they have shown 
no signs of questioning, 
much less banning, the 
bombing rackets 
‘The game is less 
interesting when the 
ball goes so fast," Bjorn 
Borg told me a year ago 
when he was inducted 
into the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame at 
Newport, Rhode Island 
“It’s going to get worse 
with the advances in 
technology I think it 
was a better game to 
play and watch with the 
smaller head wooden 


rackets ’’ Maybe Borg is 
somewhat subjective 
since he won his five 
Wimbledons with 
weapons that fell from 
trees Butlagiee 
whole-heai tedly 
Ovei seei s of cricket 
and American baseball 
have been shrewd in 
rejecting jet-age 
compositions and 
sticking with wooden 
bats The players today 
are undoubtedly better 
and stronger in both 


Bjorn Borg with his 
wooden wand 







those gEunes, as well as 
tennis, but a sense of 
continuity and integrity 
can be maintHined in 
ci icket and baseball by 
1 cquinng the use of a 
standard bludgeon 
Wood offers a truer test 

Skill and dexterity are 
not as much in demand 
in today’s game ol 
tennis Almost anybody 
can hammer away 
mindlessly with 
exaggerated topspin 
from the baseline, 
committing unnatural 
tennis acts now that 
timber has been 
abandoned 

However, I am 
speaking only of male 
professionals the 
cuilent rackets are 
great for the women, 
and for the 
hackers you and me 
We need all the 
manufactured help we 
can get The forsaking 
of wood has been good 
for the female 
tour—horrendous for 
the male 

With the new ATP 
tour of 1990 on the 
horizon, operated by the 
male players 




themselves, this would 
be an excellent time for 
them to make another 
breakaway They should 
revert to wood to 
enhance the most 
important element of 
their business—the 
watchability of tennis 
The game has grown 
duller, as Borg 
suggests 
Alas, what can we 
expect from such closed 
minds as seem to exist at 
the ATP, notably 
Hamilton Jordan’ When 
he was in the White 
House as Jimmy 
Carter’s chief of staff, 
Jordan seemed to 
understand how to treat 
South Africa Yet the 
other day Jordan was 
painful in trying to 
defend the indefensible 
the ATP’s decision to 
continue embracing 


T he current 
rackets are 
great for 
women, and for 
hackers*>you 
and me»we 
need all the 
manufactured 
help we can get. 
The forsaking 
of wood has 
been good for 
the female 
tour- 

horrendous for 
the male 


Notice the size of 
Sabatini’s racket 


South Africa 
In announcing the 
new tour, and with 
every opportunity to 
make a clean admirable 
bleak with the past by 
discarding the 
Johannesburg event the 
ATP not only kept it but 
added another 
tournament, in 
Capetown 
Was this colossal 
arrogance, ignoiam e 
and insensitivity’ Does 
not even this pragmatic 
thought occur to the 
ATP that by cuddling 
with South Africa they 
could be endangei mg a 
marvellous recent event 
for tennis, inclusion in 
the Olympics 

BiadCoMnt. ?%• Imtopemtont 






ZEESHAN MU Ml 

WIMBLEDON 


OW would 
you ratf» 
Zeeshan 
All’s lirst 
profpssio 
nal 

Wimbledo¬ 
n‘S That’s a 
difficult 
question Zeeshan 
himself doesn’t rate his 
ppiformance too badly 
but for the fact that he 
was fined 1,000 US 
Dollars, probably as 
much money as the prize 
money he earned over 
the fortnight 
25eeshan is still 
learning the tricks of 
the pro tennis’ trade and 
the fine should be looked 
upon as a professional 
hazard 

“It’s a little rough”, 
says the Indian national 
champion who came 
through the qualifying 
rounds before bowing to 
Wally Masur in the 
opening round of the 
men's singles He 
explains what happened 
“I had just finish^ my 
last qualifying match at 
Rochampton when the 
MTX supervisor, I think 
his name is Svensson, 
came and told me that 
the McLeod Russel patch 
on my right shoulder 
looked too big He asked 
me to go to him and have 
it measured By the time 
I showered and changed 
and went to him he had 
left Then with the 
challenge of playing a 
good player like Wally 
Masur, I just forgot 
about it as I 
concentrated on the 
match Apparently, eve i 
before I went onto court 
this guy Svensson was 
there I didn’t see him 
But my dad did 



Svensson didn’t say 
anything to me while I 
played, neither did the 
referee But after I lost 
he came up to me and 
asked whether he could 
measure my sponsor’s 
patch He did and found 
it hall an inch too big 
Later, when I went to 
him I was shocked to 
hear that I had been 
fmed a thousand 
dollars I’ve filed an 


appeal but I doubt 
whether that’s going to 
help ” 

That apart, how does 
Zeeshan rate his 
appearance at 
Wimbledon 1989'^* 

“It was just the luck of 
the draw that I had to 
play someone like WaJly 
Masur who is a very 
good grass court player 
I wish I could have 
played some clay court 


player I’m sure it would 
have made a lot of 
difference ” 

We agree with 
Zeeshan Masur, like 
most of the Australians, 
are more at ease on 
grass than many of the 
European pros 
But doesn’t Zeeshan 
think it’s time he began 
beating guys like Masur 
and others rated higher 
than him*^ Well, if not 
most of the time, at least 
occasionally*^ 

Zeeshan reahses this 
and declares T’m going 
to play as many 
tournaments that I 
possibly can According 
to Tony Pickard, 
Edberg’s coach and Bob 
Brett, Becker’s 
coach, who both saw me 
play my first round 
matches. I’m not far 
behind the top guys But 
they feel that I should 
play as many matches 
agamst top players as I 
can ” 

We hope that India’s 
young tennis hopeful - 
takes the advice After^ 
you learn more by losing 
to Becker and Lendl 
than by beating lowly 
rated players 
Zeeshan also has to 
learn to mentally 
prepare himself to beat a 
player no matter how 
high his opponent’s 
rankmg And he’s 
working on this “I went 
mto the match against 
Masur thinking 1 had a 
chance to beat the guy 
And I really had my 
chances In the second 
set I was up a break I 
was up a break in the 
third set as well Butl 
guess it was just sheer 
mexpenence, I was 
plajnng my first 







Wimbledon singles 
match—that prevented 
me firom hanging on to 
the lead once I had taken 
it against such an 
experienced player.” 

Zeeshan fared much 
better in the doubles 
partnering Jonathan 
Canter. They beat 
Jeremy Bates and Peter 
Lundgren, who were the 
finalists at the 
Australian Open last 


year—in the first round 
before going down 
fighting to the 
experience of Kevin 
Curren and David Pate. 

“Jonathan and myself 
went through the 
doubles qualifying 
tournament as well, 
says Zeeshan. “We’ve 
just played one 
tournament prior to 
this. That was in Japan 
against Ivan Lendl and 


Bill Scanlon which we 
lost narrowly 5-7,5-7 
and it was then that we 
decided that we should 
play more tournaments 
together. We combine 
well. Our doubles 
ranking is also quite 
similar. He’s 175-180 
and I’m 135 in doubles.” 

The first Wimbledon 
has been a learning 
experience for Zeeshan. 
An initiation into what 


because they re used to 
having things their own 
way now that they are at 
the top. So every little 
thing bothers them. We 
on the other hand aren’t 
such hot shots that we 
can make a fuss about 
anything. But maybe 
the Brits are a little too 
traditional about 
everything. But then 
that’s the way it’s always 
been so you j ust have to 
go along with it." 

P rsdes p Paul, WlmMedon 
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Dunlop introduces the widest two- 

width-there’s more tyre in contact with 


wheeler tyre in the countiy.- Spectra-Wlde. 

the road. 


A nylon tyre with exceptional gnp. Extra 

And since the weight of your two¬ 


stability on comers. 

wheeler is distributed over a wider area. 


Better balance on uneven stretch^. And 

there’s less wear on the tyre. So you get 


more effiaent braking. 

extra mileage. 

i' 

All made possible because of its extra 

Sounds like another inflated claim ftom 









a tyre manufecturei? 

We suggest you check out the Spectxa- 
Wide for yourself. 

You’ll discover how wide the difference is 
between Dunlop and other two-wheeler tyres. 


I Fbr mm detaibcntlie amazing perfomiarHe or them Dunlop Specb^WUei write ntoH 

Oirlop. PaeoxNa: 10003, OPO Bami)ay40000t. 

{ Name —-——-— 

I Addras --— . . — --—— 

I TVwwwheeler model ---- 



^OunlopkDunhp.Alway»ahead. L 
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EDGBASTON TEST 
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RAIN, MAN! 

Tlie tliird Test of the Ashes series at Birmingham was 
marred by bad weather. Pradeep Paul reports 













iS^TEVE 

WAUGH»a« 

finally an average 

for this current Ashes 
series! After playing 
four innings—and 
scoring 350 runs if you 
please—Waugh still 
couldn’t get into the 
averages, much less top 
them. Simply because he 
hadn't got out yet. 

Now, after being 
bowled by the latest 
English Test SOS Angus 
Fraser in the third Test 
at Edgbaston, Waugh 
has finally seen his 
name inscribed at the 
top of the batting 
averages with an 
average of 393.00. 
Waugh probably 
thanked Fraser all the 
way back to the pavilion. 

This state of affairs 
applies to the entire 
series so far. England, 
no matter what they try, 
just can’t seem to get a 
say in the Test matches. 
And Australia, no 
matter what they try, 
can’t seem to do any 
I wrong. 

Look at what 
happened this time; 
England, two-down in 
the series and facing the 
prospect of yet another 
rout, brought in their 
trump card Ian Botham 
and supplemented that 
with the induction of a 
new fast bowler Angus 
Fraser. “It is not 
necessarily a bad side,’’* 
said David Ck)wer, as he 
led his team onto the 
Edgbaston ground, 
obviously meaning that 
his one-man army, Ian 


Steve Waugh finally got 
batting a definite 
average In the serious 





Botham, would 
transform them from a 
squad of whipping dogs 
into a battery of 
riotwielders. 

And it worked Well, 
Initially at least Waugh 
got out. Australia 
started losing wickets 
But just as everyone 
started envisagring an 
English fightback, the 
weather decided to root 
for the Australians 
With rain putting the 
match on an even keel, 
robbing much of the 
early few days’ play, 
Australia was further 
assisted by a grim-jawed 
Dean Jones who decided 


England, no 
matter what they 
try, just can’t 
seem to get a say 
in the Test 
matches. And 
Australia, no 
matter what they 
try, can’t seem to 
do any wrong. 



this was his turn to play 
the hero Jones, m the 
unlikely company of 
Trevor Hohns, put on a 
telling partnership and 
by the time Australia 
was bowled out in its 
first innings, Jones had 
acknowledged the 
applause for his 150, his 
eventual tally being 157 
The English misery 
continued. Not only had 
they failed to take a grip 
on a match that looked 
like swinging their way, 
they had also exhibited 
signs of cracking up on 
the field. A seven legbye 
incident outlining their 
confusion. Hohns 
scratched and ran The 
rea\;\Mf>^f pick-up and 
throw from the third 
man fence eluded the 
keeper by miles and sped 
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Auttrslla (Flist Imliigs): 

G Marsh Ibwb Botham 

42 

M Taylor St Russell bEmburey 

43 

D Boot run out 

36 

A Border b Emburey 

8 

0 Jones caubb Fraser 

157 

S Waugh b Fraser 

43 

1 Healyb Fraser 

2 

M Hughes c Botham bOtiley 

2 

T Hohns c Gooch b Dilley 

40 

G Lawson b Fraser 

12 

T Alderman not out 

0 

Extras (lb-20, nb-17) 

37 

Total 

424 

Fall Ol Wickets 1/58.2/04,3/105.4/201.5/272.6/280. 
7/289,8/302.0/421 

Bowtmg Dilley 31-3-123-2, Jarvis 20-4-82-0. 

Fraser 33-8-63-4. Botham 26-5-75-1. Emburey 295-61-2 

Enflsnrt (First inningt); 

Gooch Ibw b Lawson 

8 

Curtis Ibwb Hughes 

41 

Gower Ibw b AldOTTian 

8 

Tavare c Taylor b Alderman 

2 

Barnett c Healy b Waugh 

10 

Botham b Hughes 

46 

Russell c Ta^r b Hohns 

42 

Emburey c Boon b Lawson 

26 

Fraser run out 

12 

Dilley not out 

11 

Jarvis Ibw b Alderman 

22 

Exlras(b-1. lb-2, nb-11) 

242 

Fall of wickets 1/17,2/42,3/47,4/75,575,6/171,7/171, 

8/165.0/215 

Bowling /Uderman26.3-6-61-3;LawsOT21-4-54-2, 

Hughes 22-4-68-2, Waugh 11-3-38-1; Hohns 16-8-18-1 


The weatherman was 
notvery 

kind to the third Test . 

to the long-on boundary. 
Umpire Holder needed 
the fingers on both 
hands to indicate the 
score to the scorers. 

The Botham magic 
also failed to spark 
Bowling at a vei^ 
amiable pace, Botham 
just tried variation to 
compensate for the 
speed and aggression he 
has lost. No avail. Just 
one wicket came his way 
in the Australian first 
innings. As if that 
wasn’t bad enough, 
new-ball partners 
Graham Dilley and Paul 
Jarvis also struggled to 
Hnd line and length, 
getting just two wickets 
between them. 

But where the 
veterans struggled, the 


Alderman: Wreoker-ln-ohisf 


AaMraHa (S«c«d Imliies): 

Q. Marsh b Jarvis 4S 

Marti TaytorcBoAhamb Gooch 51 
Dwid Boon not out gs 

lanHaalynotout 33 

Extras 10 

Total (lor two wKkeWl 153 

Fan crtwIdietB: 1 / 81 ,2/100 
Bowbng. DMay 10-4-27-0; Fraser 
12-0-20-0; Emburoy 20-»d7-0; Jarvis 
••1-20-1;Gooch 14-5^1;Curti8 
3^>-7-0. 








debutant Angus Fraser 
excelled Exhibiting that 
it didn’t need fiery pace 
and nutcracking 
aggression to get 
wickets, Fraser adopted 
the Aussie tactic of 
keeping it on the 
stumps and made a 
killing Four wickets for 
63 runs Proving that all 
England had to do if 
they wanted to get the 
Aussies out was drop the 
ball on a length and wait 
for the mistake Fraser’s 
contribution, no doubt, 
going a long way in 
giving England the 
dubious achievement of 
bowhng the Australians 
out for less than 500 for 
the first time on this 
tour 

So disappointed was 
David Gower that rain 
had robbed him a chance 
of going for the jugular 
that he said, “If we had 


The Botham 
magic failed to 
spar£ Bowling at 
a venr amiable 
pace, Botham just 
tried variation to 
compensate for 
the speed and 
aggression he has 


chosen to have i am this 
summer, I can think of 
better times to have 
played that joker the 
rain card," evidently 
referring to the times’ 
when England could 
have done with a bit of 
rain, and didn t get it 
But that didn’t stop his 
bastrnen fiom going and 
making a mess of things 
this time too Five down 
for 75 and the Aussies 


were in with a 
chance lost time 
notwithstanding 
Just as the Aussies 
closed in for the kill, 
hoping for an English 
follow-on, Botham 
decided to remind them 
that was still the same 
man who gave them hell 
in 1981 Refusing to be 
drawn into his 
instinctive big hitting, 
Botham put his head 
down and prodded 46 
invaluable runs in the 
company of keeper Jack 
Russell Eventually, it 
took a Merv Hughes 
delivery, which had 
‘four written’ all over it 
to tempt him out of his 
shell, going through his 
gate as he unleashed 
himself into a powerful 
diive But by then 
Botham had show i 
England the gate out of 
their self induced maae 


The Aussies huddle together after the fall of a Pommie wicket 



I 

Once the follow-in 
couldn’t be had, even 
though the English tail 
curled up pretty soon 
after that, the match 
was dead Australia 
refusing to force the 
issue, although skipper 
Border did consider it 
for a moment “For 
about 10 seconds but it 
was not a viable option ” 
Opting for batting 
practice, the Aussies 
played out time and 
added to their personal 
tallies 

Ixioking back, Gower 
felt that Botham is yet to 
get into the groove but 
was full of praise for his 
new discovery Angus 
Fraser 'Hebowled 
accurately and tightly", 
said Gower, adding, “it 
bodes well for the future 
for him and for us ” 

Gower however couldn’t 
hide the rueful look as 
he signed off with ‘None 
of us like coming 
anywhere near second ’ 

Boi der, on the other 
hand, w is full ol pep at 
the prospect of going 
into the last three Tests 
with a 2 O lead 
Admitting that the last 
two months have licen 
the best of Ins five year 
reign at the captaincy. 
Bolder said, ‘I have 
enjoyed being on top m 
Tests rather than 
finding ways of saving 
them It has made a hell 
of a difference ’’ 

The Aussie arrogance 
they can take The 
uncooperative weather 
they can take The i un 
of poor luck they can 
handle But England’s 
unkindest cut ot all has 
been the latest 
announcement by 
William Hill, one of the 
leading bookmakers 
here at London 
They've stopped 
accepting bets on 
Australia winning the 
Ashes' 


^oqraphi PradMp Mandharx 
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Cheating! 


TONY LEWIS 
explains why 
cricket must 
stamp down 
hard on the 
players who try 
to trick umpires 


OVER two months a^o I 
saw thousands of 
Jamaican 

cricket-watchers hurl 
beer bottles on to the 
outfield and hold up a 
Test match for 20 
minutes 
One bottle hit an 
umpire on the first 
bounce, many broke and 
splmtered, Police and 
players pleaded with the 
incensed crowd, but in 
four sections of Sabina 
Park, Kmgston, it was 
mob rule The trouble 
came from those 
exposed to the sun in the 
cheapest seats, known 
as The Bleachers’ 

It happened like this 
Kapil Dev bowled a ball 
that moved into 
Richards late off the 
pitch Richards went to 
out It but then stopped 
his shot Afhckofball 
off pad somewhere near 
a bat is all More needs to 
begin his ntual appeal 
The bowler, KapU Dev, 
did not appeal and later 
television replays 
proved that the bat had 
been a long way from 
touching the ball. 
Richards took a few 
strides away from the 
crease as the umpires 
conferred. More won, 
RiclW'^lost. 


It IS not just More 
Remember Salun Yousuf 
at Headingley‘>' The 
Pakistan wicket-keeper 
claimed he had caught 
Ian Botham although 
the ball had hit the grass 
before he had scooped it 
mto his gloves 
These incidents had 
one alarming factor in 
common—both 
disgraced charades were 
supported by a senior 
player who was fielding 
at slip and could see the 
truth In Pakistan's case 
it was the vice-captain. 
Javed Miandad 
Perhaps it’s wrong to 
think old standards still 
apply, but I can just 
imagine how a good 


old-fashioned 
professional like, say, 
Kenny Barrington, 
would have given these 
two wicket-keepers a 
telling-off they would 
have remembered for a 
long time 

If you knowingly act 
out a dismissal in the 
hope that the umpire 
will gather from poor 
behaviour that you have 
got the man out, then at 
best you are actmg and, 
at w'orst, lying Call it 
cheating if you like 

Viv Richards was 

Saleem Yousuf (behind) 
oohs In agony as an edge 
eludes Chris Broad’s bat. 
Or is Yousuf appealing? 



annoyed to be given out 
and bitter words were 
exchanged as he passed 
the huddle 

of Indian players on his 
way Ijack to the 
pavilion Stupidly he 
pointed the bat long and 
threateningly at More, 
and with that angry 
gestrure ignited the 
crowd who lowered the 
sun umbrellas and 
picked up the 
ammunition 

The two Jamaican 
players in the West 
Indies side, Dujon and 
Walsh were sent across 
to the enclosure to plead 
for peace But it needed a 
slow lap of the field by 
Richards himself to 
bring order 

Even then each section 
of the crowd ranted until 
their cricketing god had 
made them a personal 
visitation Hecaspedlus 
hands above his head 
and 

nodded—togetherness 
was the balm, he was 
one of them So easily 
can a sportmg hero 
transmit both violence 
and peace 

Richards was properly 
rebuked by the West 
Indies Board, has Imrihi 
Khan ever been 
disciplined by Pakistan 
That was the question 
asked by the West 
Indians, who believe 
that Imran has done 
more to imdermine the 
authority of umpires 
than anyone in the 
world 

They beheve he is so 
mtent pushing his 
belief in neutral umpires 
that he wil be satisfied 
with none and passes on 
his lack of resp^ to his 
whole team. See Abdul 
Qadir enraged by an 
appeal rejected and you 
see one of the least 
edifying sights in 
cricket. 

Of course professional 







players deserve fine 
umpiring but do they 
appreciate that those 
umpires will be tense 
and more inclined to 
error when under 
pressure from 
scresunmg players and 
threatened with 
player criticism in the 
media‘s India's last 
words in the West Indies 
were scorn for what 
appeared from the 
commentary boxes to be 
very reasonable 
umpiring 

England players have 
not helped The example 
set for all India, in their 
1979jubilee Tests in 
Bombay, was to not oven 
to look at an umpire 
after an appeal and an 
explosion of joy from 
35,000 spectators had 
indicated that the 
dreaded index finger 
had been raised Boycott 
fiddled about at the 

-HI , 1,1 » ■ 1 'I'l • " 


cease as if to carry on 
and the umpire slowly 
lowered his finger into 
his pocket 

Chris Broad was less 
successful when he too 
tried a total eclipse of the 
umpire m Pakistan 
There have been othei 
infamous mcidents 
such as Michael Holding 
booting the stumps over 
and Miandad 
brandishing his bat like 
an axe the petulance of 
Chetan Sharma, who 
insults umpii es and 
kicks the ground like a 
small boy, has to be seen 
to be believed 

Bowlmg in the recent 
Cable and Wireless Test 
in Barbados, he greeted 
a refused Ibw appeal 
with repeated, 
screaming appeads and a 
lot of pointing at umpire 
David Archer 

As Sharma walked 
slowly back to his mark. 


Archer tned to have a 
word with him But 
Sharma waved the 
umpire aside and 
refused to catch the ball 
which a fielder was 
trying to leturn to him 
It took an arm around 
the shoulder from a 
comforting Vengsarkar 
to get him to bowl again 
I can think of some 
captams who would 
have told him to bowl oi 
get off the field The 
need is for firm 
leadership 
In these days of high 
prizes and Jingoistic 
Test projection, cricket 
requires more from 
Imran Khan than to 
stand dispassionately at 
imd-on while savagfe 
appeals tear another 
umpire apart It wants 
more than the fortress 
approach of Mike 
Oatting which sets his 
dressmg room against 


And suddenly the orowd 
is soberl Viv Rlohards 
does a Martin Luther 
King and asks his 
supporters to keep their 
peace at Kingston, May 
1989 

the white coat It needs 
Vivian Richards to 
endure the agomes of 
provocation, not to 
Ignite the tempers of 
thousands 

The white coat must be 
the ultimate authority 
Perhaps it would be 
good if everyone could 
fall back on the lessons 
of square-bashmg days 
when you were told by 
the drill sergeant 
pointing to his stripes 
‘Remember sonny Jim, 
you are marching up 
and down hei e out of 
respect for the rank on 
this uniform, not for the 
basted who is weanng 
It" 

Cauiiu> Tht Oily TtMgtipti Ionian 
"- 





T he May 14th issue 
of London’s 
Sunday Telegraph 
carried a hilarious piece 
on umpires and the lack 
of respect shown by 
players—and especially 
of course by the 
non-white players This 
piece of literature—and 
because it appeared in a 
"quality" paper, it has, 
per force to to termed as 
such, for contents wise 
it would have fitted 
snugly in the pages of 
the Sun or the Sunday 
People—goes on to 
sermonise about the 
sanctity of umpires, 
picks on players like 
Kiran More, Saleem 
Yousuf, Javed Mlandad 
and Dilip Vengsarkar 
and accuses them of 
“cheating.” 

The very enlightened 
writer of the piece—is 


appeal.. .it is not just 
More. Remember Saleem 
Yousuf at Headingley? 
The Pakistani 
wicketkeeper claimed he 
had caught Ian 
Botham... 

.. .both disgraceful 
charades were 
supported by a senior 
player who was fielding 
at slip and could see the 
truth. In Pakistan’s case 
it was vice-captain Javed 
Miandad; in the other it 
was Dilip Vengsarkar, 
India’s captain.” 

So far Lewis has lived 
up to his reputation of 
being a professional 
journalist and has got 
his facts all correct. But 
only in partiality. While 
no one denies that such 
charades are all wrong, 
may we not add here the 
names of Bill 
Athey—who scooped 


suffer from amnesia. 
Such obvious blanks of 
memory! Such selective 
retention! Surely it 
smacks of a doddering 
old mind that simply 
cannot think lucidly? 

Then comes the coup 
de grace. In school every 
child is taught to strike 
at the base of a building 
if the intention is to 
topple the castle. We 
learn that the surest 
way is to strike at the 
heart. The heart of 
Pakistan cricket is Javed 
Miandad and Imran 
Khan. Miandad, Lewis 
dealt with by calling a 
cheat: Imran, he tries to 
eliminate by stating that 
he, as captain, does not 
restrain his players and 
worse that because he is 
“so intent on pushing 
his belief in neutral 
xunpires... he will to 



one Tony Lewis, He is of 
course no stranger to 
our part of the world. He 
earns his living by 
maligning India and 
Pakistan. For some 
strange reason his 
courage stops just short 
of taking on the West 
Indies. Sri Lanka, of 
course, do not rate in his 
estimation. 

The incident that 
sparked off this piece of 
opinionated "literature”, 
was Kiran More’s appeal 
for a Richards caught 
behind off Kapil Dev. 
Says Lewis; “It happened 
like this. Kapil Dev 
bowled a ball that moved 
into Richards, went to 
cut it but then stopped 
his shot. A flick of ball 
off pad somewhere near 
bat Is all More needs to 
begin his ritual 


and claimed a Saleem 
Yousxif catch in the 
same Headingley Test, 
Ian Botham—who so 
pressurised \unpire 
Whitehead at Edgbaston 
by constantly and 
furiously appealing 
against Javed Miandad, 
Cutting and his team 
members in the Perth 
Challenge Cup 
tournament in 
Australia—when they 
ran out a wandering 
Rameez Raja on a no 
ball, despite the fact that 
the batsman was not 
taking a run, Chris 
Broad—who in Pakistan 
and Australia turned 
into a petvilant brat who 
would not iMkve the 
crease despite the 
lunpire’s verdict. Need 
one go on and on? 

Mr Lewis seems to 


satisfied with none and 
passes on his lack of 
respect to his whole 
team.” 

Asks Lewis: “Has 
Imran Khan ever been 
disciplined by 
Pakistan?” Who the heU 
is he to sit on judgement 
on Imran or on 
Pakistan? One fact is for 
sure. Imran Khan, or no 
other Pakistani, has 
ever been rewarded 1000 
pounds, for 
misbehaviour as 
Qatting’s team was in 
Pakistan in 1987. 

Can Lewis cite any 
example of an English 
player in recent years 
who had the decency to 
recall a player? No. And 
Imran l^han has. In the 
West Indies when an 
umpire had given 
Haynes out caught. 


In the West Indies 
when an umpire had 
given Haynes out 
caught, Imran 
recalled him when 
the fielder told him 
he hadn't taken the 
catch clearly, Haynes 
went on to win that 
match for West 
Indies. 



Inuan Khan: Promoting 

dlsMnt on the field? 

Imran recalled him 
when the fielder told 
him he hadn’t taken the 
catch clearly. Haynes 
went on to win that 
match for West Indies. 

In New Zealand, Javed 
appealed for a catch 
deliberately just to 
expose the inadequacy 
of the NZ umpires, who 
did gfive Jeff Crowe out. 
Imran Khan recalled 
him and a Test match 
was drawn. Yet this is 
the man whom Lewis 
terms as having a lack of 
respect for an umpire. 
Imran has put up with 
Constant and Shepherd, 
Archer, Woodward and 
Aldridge. He accepted 
umpire Bird’s decision 
in the semi-final of the 
World Cup ’87 and went 
off without creating a 
ballyhoo. 

If Imran Khan does 
push for neutral 
umpires it is just so that 
the sanctity of the 
umpire does not come 
under fire and that the 
likes of Lewis get no 
further ammunition to 
fire Pakistan and label 
them as “cheats.” 

But then, one suspects 
that Lewis knows that. 
The reason he uses 
Imran is to discredit 
Pakistan. The reason he 
wants to discredit 
Pakistan is because 
according to all these 
English old-timers, 
Pakistan has no earthly 
right to be one of the 
best teams. Certainly it 
has no right to be better 
than England! And 
herein lies the problem. 
The day England starts 
beating Pakistan agadn 
and they haven’t for the 
past seven years—the 
English will drop their 
arms and start 
patronizing us again. 

Famlitoh A. Gall 

caamt. Tl* PMtun CrtckMr 
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SPOTLIGHT 



HOPE! 


Bahadur Prasad Sing h of the 
Railways. Indian athletics’ long 
distance star 


D uring his 
recent visit 
to India on 
the second 
leg of his 
coaching 

assignment, Harry 
Wilson the English 
coach was all praise for 
the middle and long 
distance runners. Of the 
two who came in for 
special mention, one was 


Bahadur Prasad, the 
country’s best long 
distance runner these 
days “He runs very well 
and can turn out to be a 
world class runner”, 
said Wilson 
Says Joguider Singh 
Tiger, the national 
coach who has been 
associated with the 
coaching camp, 
“Bahadur Prasad has a 


lot of potential and 
needs to be nurtured 
into a top international 
imnner ” Hari Chand, 
who bagged the two 
golds of5,000 and 
10,000 meters intheAsian 
Games m Jakarta in 
1970, agrees with Tiger 
that Bahadur is 
definitely our medal 
hope in the international 
arena Bahadur Prasad 


At the Guntur Inter-State Athletios; Prasad who was behind 
No. 260, beat the entire field in the 0,000m 





Hari Chand 
agrees with 
Joginder Singh 
‘Tiger’ that 
Bahadur is 
our 

. medal hope in 

* the c 

international 


is undoubtedly a new 
star on the horizon. 

A villager from Ballia 
district in Uttar 
Pradesh, Bahadur 
Prasad knew nothing of 
sport until he Joined the 
Uttar Pradesh 
Provincial Armed 
Constabulary in October 
1984. He took to long 
distance runniAg 
seriously, and within a 
couple of years he 
turned out to be the best 
runner in the country. 

In the Inter State Meet at 
Guntur (AP) in March 
this year, he won both 
the 5,000 and 10,000 
metres events, clocking 
14m 39 secs and 30m 59 
secs, respectively. It was 
largely due to the 
sweltmdng heat in 
Guntur that his timings 
were not very 
impressive He has the 
will and confidence of 
doing better 

Twenty four-year-old 
Bahadur Prasad was 
quite disgusted with the 
rigorous police training 
he had to undergo in his 
initial days of Joining 
the P.A C. In order to 
escape the rigours of 
training, he began % 
spending his time in 
running and excelled in 
the 1500m in the local 
PAC Meets. 

As he had the 
potraitial of doing the 
longer distances, his 
Battalion Commander 
ManoJ Kumar asked him 
to switch over to the 5,000 
and 10,000 metres 

In his maiden 
appearance in the 
UP State Meet at 
Lucknow two years 
back, he won the 10,000 
m, clocking 31 minw 
while takii^ the second 
place in the 5,000m (14 
m. 46 secs). 

At the National Games 
at Trivandrum in 
December the same year, 
he established his 











superiority in the 
10,000 m with a timing 
of 30 m. 27 sees. Two 
months later, he was 
relegated to the second 
spot by BSFs Vidya 
Dhar in the 10,000 m of 
the All India Police 
Games at Trivandrum. 
In the 6,000 m, Vidya 
Dhar and Nar^o Singh 
of UP Pdioe secured the 
first two spots (in that 
order) leaving Bahadur 


"He runs very 
well and can 
turn out to be a 
world class 
runner," said 
English coach 
Harry Wilson, 
who is on an 
assignment in 
India 


Prasad with the bronze. 

He 1^ PAG because as 
he was deprived of a 
promotion after the 
National Games 
achievement and Joined 
the Jhansi division of 
Central Railways as a 
ticket collector. 

In August UuBt year, 
during the Kanpur 
Open Nationals, he was 
pushed to third place in 
the 10,000 m. He 


Balii^a/MKad: lutyss to 
strike gold at the Astan 
Traok aodFleld 

(diamplonahlps later 
on in the year 

dominated the 6,000and 
10,000 m events, 
clocking 14 m 16.3 secs 
(his best thus fiar) and 29 
m 63 secs, respe^vely, 
in this year’s Inter 
Railway s Meet at New 
Delhi. Yet another 
achievement: be won the 
Inter Railways cross 
coimtrymeetat 
Udaipur. 

Thisrunner 
represented the Indian 
Railways in the 
Pakistan Railways Meet 
at Lahore in March this 
year and returned with 
golds in both his 
favourite events (6,000 
min 14 m 32 secs, 

10.000 m 29 .48 
secs—his best also). 

There are tnoentivea 
galore for suocessfhl 
athfetes these days but 
unfortunately, there are 
few takers. Bahadur 
Prasad opines that there 
is a need to create sports 
awareness among the 
viUage children where 
there is plenty of talent. 

He attributes the 
improvement in his 
performance in recent 
months to the coaching 
schedule set by Harry 
Wilson even after the 
coach left for England. 
Bcdiadur had attended 
both the camps under 
Wilson. 

Bahadur Prasad is 
now aiming to complete 
the 5000 m and 10,000m 
in 14 min and 29 min 
respectively. He lias his 
^es set on the gold in 
the forthcoming Asian 
Traok and Field Meet to 
be held in New Delhi. He 
is quite confident that he 
will achieve it. He’s 
working hard twice a 
day and hopes he will 
strike gold for India 

M.P.Nalliaiiaol,DsM 












Javod Mlandad interview 


ricket’s 
Angry 

Young Man! 


By Aihar Karim and Fareshteh Gati 


Javed Miandad is the archetypal Karachi street fighter—combative. assertive 
mischievous, ruthless He is the kid who made it from the strife torn streets, to fame 
and fortune He spends most of his t<me in Lahore these days and speaks of North 
Karachi with apprehension His battles are now fought on the cricket field 

For the opposing team, a Javed innings is like Chinese torture—drip dnp, drip 
and before you know it, he s got a hundred In this interview Javed speaks easily 
and at length about the game his injury his plans for the future, his controversial 
nature both on and off the cricket field ft is clear that this is not a man who is ready 
to fade away into the annals of cncket memorabilia 7422 runs, 21 centuries 35 
fifties, and an average of 57 09 (presently the best amongst the top batsmen) 
make a breathtaking Test record For Miandad its just a platform because the 
meter s still ticking and the heat is on 


You are a great player, 
but a controveraial oue 
Would you coiiunent on 
that’ 

(FaueeJLook at it this 
way It could be because 
I am aggressive My 
planning is to make 
runs and stop others 
from doing so It is that 
simple Others may view 
it differently To them, it 
18 not ‘aggression ’ They 
would rather make a 
controversy out of it 
Others are aggressive 
too Lallee, the Chappels, 
Botham, Richards, and 
they all get publicity If 
a man is a big figure, if 
he IS a great name, this 
^inevitable Very few 
people are known on 
account of their 


goodness or kindness 
(with a laugh) The 
reason why the English 
or Australian 
journalists do not give 
the same treatment to 
the West Indian playei s 


“My requirements 
are different from 
that of a player 
making his debut. 
God has given me 
prestige. I have to 
entertain my guests 
in a certain style 
and maintain a 
standard...! get 
what he gets, which 
is wrong. 


IS because of the 
Wmdics fiiejjower 
With Pakistan they just 
cannot accept that we’re 
better Their press is 
powerful enough to 
pi eject their own teams 
as being very, very 
good, when they are, in 
fact, very, very bad And 
despite our being good, 
they refuse to rate us 

There have been a couple 
cf incidents lu your 
careei which the 
westei 11 press has used 
to paint you as the 
Viliam su<h.ibthe 
KawstpnuU Woildi up 
h'f mati h tVhat 
naj'pened then' 

When a batsman is out, 
he 18 already annoyed 


IZavAUKlMn 
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On top of that, the 
English players abused 
me and kept saying that 
I had already been out 
two or three times 
before. There were 
neutral umpires 
ofHciating who were 
there to say whether I 
was out or not. And 
then, when I was 
walking back after 
being dismissed, they 
hurled abuses at me. 
Obviously, I got angry. 
In the same way. the 
Dennis Lillee incident 
was blown up. If 
someone is blocking my 
path, of course I’ll push 
him away to get into my 
crease. Then he kicks 
me from behind. It's 
clear, isn’t it, where the 
fault lies? 

Dirt you 'Jnjoy being a 
captuiii? 

No, 1 didn’t. It’s a 
problem, a burden, a 
responsibility. And in 
Pakistan, there is no 
substantial financial 
gain from it either. My 
proposal for the future 
is that categories be 
made and players be 
paid according to their 
calibre. My 
requirements are 
different from that of a 
player making his 
debut. God has given me 
prestige. I have to 
entertain my guests in a 
certain style and 
maintain a standard. A 
young player can take 
his guests anywhere, 
but under the terms set 
by the Board, whatever 1 
get is what he gets, 
which is wrong. Other 
Test-playing countries 
have incorporated the 
slab system. But in 
Pakistan you put all the 
burden and pressiure on 
bnran and me. Yet, 
when it to money, 
everyone glEs an equal 
share. 

Fve nceived indirect 


offers from South 
Africa, and I hope to God 
I never go there. But if 
you are happy in your 
own house and get what 
you deserve, why must 
you look elsewhere? A 
player knows that his 
career is limited. If he is 
injured then there is no 
question of a pension or 
any support from the 
Board. That’s when a 
man starts thinking 
about his fbture. Just 
one contract and he is 
secure. On the other 
hand, if he doesn’t go it’s 
because he loves his 
country and wants to 
play for it. 

Spttakiug o( iho West 
Indies, whydcyod 
think futliacisd so barily. 
whereas rakiston 
played so weii ovc«' 
there? 

The main factor is that 
our players are not 
afraid. Once a batsman 
starts getting scared, he 
is finished. Then hell 
only play well when the 
conditions and bowling 
suit him. At other times 
he’ll run scared. Once 
his weak spot is noticed, 
it gfets around the 
international circuit and 
bowlers start hounding 
him. In the West Indies, 
we told the boys that no 
one should turn his back 
or display fear. They all 
had to fight. Even if one 
boy starts running 
scared, the whole team 
is affected. It is this 
spirit of ours which saw 
us through. That, and 
the contributions by our 
tail-end batsmen, gave us. 
the confidence we 
needed. 

How do you rate the 
younger lot? Who do 
you see ijjs being capable 
of taking over from you? 

Playing cricket and 
understanding cricket 
are two totally different 






things. One has to play 
according to the 
conditions. Our players 
play well on a wicket 
that suits them, but then 
they fail on the next 
three occasions. I 
wouldn't say they are 
young. They have the 
experience, yet they are 
inconsistent. I take that 
as a sign that they do 
not play with their 
minds. They simply rely 
on their talent and 
ability. It’s a matter of 
knowing when to play 
on the front foot and 
when on that back foot. 
Our players have just 
one technique. They fail 
to adapt. The ability to 
adapt is the reason why 
Gavaskar—whom I rate 
as the best—was so 
successful everywhere. 
Richards, too, has just 
one game plan. If he gets 
going, he gets 250 plus, 
if not. he’s gone. 


There is no 
organisation. The 
education system is 
erratic (in 
Pakistan). 
Universities are 
closed. It is unsafe 
to send children to 
school. 


/.ivrd, ?u'ivey<>T! '’vei' 
thouirii: 

I want to do good work, 
noble work. 1 have so 
much experience that if I 
just sit quiet it will be . 
wasted. My experience 
must be put to good use. 

I don't want to enter the 
politics of bickering and 
accusations. I want to do 
good political work. 

And what f. oj l of 
p<jlitical work is that? 

We must plan. It 
saddens me that things 


are so haphaasard here. A 
man spends 25 lakhs on 
building a house. A year 
later, two marriage halls 
are built next to it. His 
life is over. A siiareef 
man cannot live there 
with his family. A 
residential area must 
remain a residential 
area. For instance, every 
month, thousands of 
apartment blocks are 
going up. but where is 
the parking 8pace?So 
many accidents take 
place because of that. 
There is no 
organisation. Cars are 
lifted and towed away, 
but where are we to 
park? If you want to go 
to one shop, you can’t 
park 10 miles away. 

The education system 
is erratic. Universities 
are closed. It is unsafe to 
• send children to school. 
How can people live like 
that? I had my son 
enrolled at the Aitchison 
College to ensure his 
safety. Life should be 
made easier for the 
public. Raise the salaries 
of the police to, say, Rs 
5000 a month, and tell 
them that if they take 
bribes, they will be 
severely dealt with. ! 

Now is the time to do 
some good. i 

ij-.it .dl llii.s‘.‘s : 

.xiinuiistrativi! You .said 
y;-n w*!.‘tv;d poUlics? 

Yes, but only when you ' 

join politics and get 
some power will 
administitdion come 
into your jurisdiction. If ; 

small fry like me can 
have the sense to know 
what is wrong, why 
can’t those who have big 
degrees think in this 
way? I’ve learnt all this 
through personal 
experience. Our people 
have great brains. We 
are very talented, but we 
don’t put it to good use. 

CouMy 











OVE over, 
Ben 

Johnson 

Your 

stanazolol 
afTains 
old hat 


now The 
latest 

chapter in the volumes being 
compiled on drug-use m sport is 
all about Dr Itens-Oeorg 
Aschenbach and his revelations 
about East German sport 
Defecting from the Sociadist 
gnp of East Germany. Dr 
Aschenbach and his collegue Dr 
Hans-Juergen Noczenski have 
rocked the sporting community 
with their statements m the west 
German Newspaper Bi/d Dr 
Aschenbach. himself a ski 
jumping gold medallist at the 
1976 Winter Olympics, further 
vakdates his stones by adnuttmg 
that his gold-medal winning 
performance was also drug-aided 


The official doctor attached to 


the East German Olympic ski 
jump team. Dr Aschenbach 
alleges that children who choose 
sport as their career m East 
Gernmny are fed anabolic steroids 
fixim an early age Stating that 
“athletes had to take dope 
otherwise they were sacked.” Dr 
Aschenbach goes on to name 
many famous East German 
champions who have used 
prohibited drug^ on their way to 
glory Among them Katanna 
Witt, the 23-year-old symblosim of 
elegant grace who has won two 
Olympic gold medals m the figure 
skating event 

Knstin Otto, who struck gold 
every tune she dived mto the pool 
at the Seoul Olympic Games 

Petra Felke. the world record 
holder in the women’s javelm 
event who provides fierce 
competition to the likes of Fatima 
Whitbread 

Senate Stecher. the sprinter 
who has picked up honours at the 
World and Olympic level 

After these staiiJing 
revelations. Dr Aschenbach went 
cm to expose the desperate 
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Kristen Otto won ,i (jold (•ver y 
time she he- ;it ttv 

Seonl n.,irt)f.s She pl^itiy h, snc 
(ht: doctor 






























didn’t Johnson get caught at 
Seoul? But Dr Aschenbach has an 
answer that has been lurking at 
the back of all our minds. The East 
Germans have foimd ways of 
beating the drug controls, he said, 
confirming oiu* worst fears. 

While these revelations 
published by hiid have started an 
uproar, there are the few who are 
playing it down. Sven-Amie 
Hansen, who promoted the Bislett 
Games in Olso which featured 
Petra Felke. said “words are easy 
to say, especially when you have 
escaped ftom East Germany, but 
nothing is proven so far." 

Andy Norman, the leading 
negotiator for the majority of 
athletic meetings in Britain, said 
“at the moment it is all talk 
without anything positive, either 
m the tests or the story. A lot of 
people have always suspected the 
East Germans’ involvement in the 
drugs field but enough tests have 
been taken outside their country 
on their athletes and there have 
not been a lot of positives.” 

Reacting somewhat more 
vehemently—quite 
imderstandably—are Katarma 
Witt and Kristin Otto. While Otto 
is planning on sueing the West 
German newspaper Bild for 



G irl oymnasts Who 
oeeo surgical support 
to their spines when 
they are only 18....About 
secret schools where the 
youngsters are served drugs 
with their lunch, and the tgp 
ten per cent who make It 
being showered with gifts 
while the others become 
mental wrecks. 


publishing Dr Aschenbach’s 
allegations that she took drugs. 
Witt’s coach Jutta Muller 
described the allegations as 
“laughable” while also adding that 
they were contemplatmg legal 
action against bild. 

But the seeds of doubt have been 
sown Hundreds of athletes 8dl 
over the world who have been 
denied their glory by East German 
competitors are sitting up and 
paying attention. Whether this 


barrage of allegations eventually 
stands up as the truth or not. one 
thing is for sure. The next time I 
see an East German athlete win, 
I’ll be looking through a 
drug-tained screen. 


W ITH the Johnson inquiry 
more or less over and Dr 
Aschenbach’s allegations 
making headlines, the question 
bemg asked all over the UK is: 
when IS a drug not a drug? Or 
even, when is a vitamin almost a 
drug? 

Accordmg to reports published 
here, nutnonists are aware that 
some vitamins, when taken in 
massive doses, may become toxic 
and then assume the qualities of a 
drug In fact, reliable sources say 
that some British athletes use a 
combination of (Toenzymes and 
Vitamin B 12 which, when taken 
in sufficient quantities, delivers 
an anabolic effect similar to 
steroids. 

So what the powers—that-be in 
mternational sport wiU have to 
resolve is. how do you draw the 
line between apparently 
legitimate me^c»tion.. .and illegal 
dopmg’ 

Pradeep Paul, London 


Drugs in India too! 


T he Ben Johnstm scandal has 
opened a Pandora’s Box of 
suspicions about all championa 
in sport. But in our shook about 
what is hl^pening abroad, we 
overlook the fkot that drugs have 
p«nneated Indian sport as well. 

It is difficult to conclusively 
prove thus but 
off-the<record-Qdnversations 
with athl^es, fbotballers, tennis 
players, ^printers and the like 
have shown thni they db take 
drugs when it suits them. The 
shot-putters aspeciaily, and the 
weifipitUfter ami aU ttupee who 
are in the stmigth events take 
drUspifirequi^otay. Infect, mior 
to ^ Aeiaa'Oaa^ when tito 
Bulgyiaijioc«ash<»Bimdow]qto 
taenia weignUifteis, <mei^ 



drugs the weightlifters took. He 
proceeded to plan his training 
programme accordingly. 

V^, in the local rugby league 
in Calcutta, a player said that he 
took some spekl tablets, which 
traneformed his game. 
Everything was in a gentle 
Ibcua, he (hd not feel pain at all 
and Iw ran non-stop for the 


entile diuation of thd match. 

This is Just a small mcampte. 
But in the Calcutta football 
league, especially before 
important matches, some 
players do take a speed tablet or 
two in order to help them play 
well during the match. 8o drugs 
is not necessarily restricted to the 
rich Western countries only. 

At school, this writer came 
across the case of a brilliant 
sprinter who broke the lOOm 
record. Later, be confessed that 
he vras on spSbd too! 

Stringent tests are needed, not 
only in the Western oountriee 
but even in Third World 
countries in order to purge sport 
of cheaters. 












BYE BYE 
MUOASSAR? 


THAT is 

H what nuiny 

H I I people had 

been 

thinking of 
saying for 
more than a 
couple of 
years now, 

but he hasn’t let them say it. Now, 
even he seems ready to hear these 
words. The trouble is there are 
very few players, whatever may 
be their "quality”, who know 
when is the best time to let go. The 
hovering between decision and 
indecision, or retracting from one 
made earlier on, usually has a 
negative einisct on a player’s 
career in the Anal analysis. 

No one likes 19 quit when the 
going is good, especially as the 
occupation is a lucrative one, but, 
far better to do it then than to let 
others speak of asking the persoh 
concerned to stop. Mudassar, who 
has proved himself to be such a 
valuable paurt of the national team 
over the years, has been facing 
this dilemma for quite sometime 
now. He hadn’t yet reached the 
stage where he could be sidelined, 
but, his performance had begun 
to slip, and he was no longer the 
“golden armed” all-rounder that 
he had been. Still he kept going, 
though now his presence in thC 
scoreboard has been 
overshadowed by the other team 
' members. 

A player usually known for 
minding his own business, and 
paying full attention to the game 
he had kept himself far away hrom 
the powerplay that has always 
been a part and parcel of the team. 
His affiliations may have been 
with one group or the other, but 
he always stayed away fYom the 
limelight, preferring to come into 
it only through his on-the-fleld 
performances. 


From a solid, if dull, defender 
against an opening attack, 
Mudassar developed into an 
enterprising batsman, who wasn’t 
afraid of playing his shots, 
something his fans didn’t really 
know he possessed when he first 
appeared. This opening-up made 
him an asset where the limited 
overs’ variety of the game was 
concerned, and coupled with his 
valuable assistance as a 
medium-pacer, who not only 
economic on runs but broke 
partnerships with an ominous 
regularity, he became a 
permanent feature of the national 
team. 

’The 1982 English tour, under 
Imran Khan’s leadership, was an 
especially joyous one for him. 
From there onwards, he proved 
that the team couldn’t really do 
without him. A totally involved 
team man, his presence was 


UDASSARkept 
himself far 
away from the 
power play tibat has 
always been a part 
and parcel of the team. 
His affiliations might 
have been with one 
group or the oilier, but 
I he always stayed a^way r 
from the Umw^t' 















always very visible However, as 
all good things have to end. so did 
his nin of successes Once his 
partnership with Moshin Khan 
broke, he never really seemed too 
comfortable Then, there was the 
perception that an ‘ageing’ 
Mudassar, with his slowmg 
reflexes, should be tried at 
another spot and he was relegated 



to the number seven slot in the 
team, something that he never 
reconciled himself to He did play 
there, as he wasn’t the kind to 
flout orders from the top, but 
didn’t msike any secret of his 
preference for the opener’s 
position 

The downslide has been 
gradual, but has been noticeable, 
whether Mudassar likes to admit 
it or not Barring a couple of 
occasions, when we’ve had a 
glimpse of the Mudassar of old, he 
has been struggling with his 
form, so much so that his 
inclusion in the squad hasn’t 
really benefited the team for an 
entire series Heistherejustfora 
match or two, and sits out the rest 
of the series Well bemgasemor 
member of the team, this does 
ensure him a full purse which a 
relative newcomei would not be 
able to claim for himself had he 
appeared in just one match of the 
series, but it certainly doesn t stop 
fingers from being pointed and 
questions being raised as to the 
justification of the inclusion of 
such a player On an away tour, it 
turns out to be quite an expensive 
proposition 

Mudassai is a senior player, 
and a respected one at that That 
IS why he was able to become the 
spokesman for his colleagues 
through the newly formed 
Players’ association At the very 
outset, this organization has been 
able to get its demands accepted 
by the management A good start 
indeed* However, surely, that 
isn’t the only role that Mudassar 
envisages for himself He is no 
longer active on the domestic 
cricket scene either which is 
usually the first sign of our 
cricketers neanng the end of the 
line 

If he does want to remain 
attached with the game he loves, 
he can do it in any other capacity 
that he wants there are so many 
avenues open now, are there not*^ 
Good old Majid Khan is ready to 
accommodate his former 
colleagues on the telly as 
commentators and experts so 
what if they are a bit less than 
lucid in their explanations' 

There is still time before the 
next series Mudassar must come 





Mudassar was the most 
underestimated all rounder 
around 

to a decision soon and 
communicate it publicly He has 
been a well-liked player, and his 
fans would rather that he read the 
signs clearly and opted out 
himself, rather than forcing 
others to show him the exit His 
one-or-two-matches-in-a-series 
stint will not hold water for too 
long 

Ada Salam, CHcMmr 


OODnews 

^ ^•forPK , 

mmmm Banerjee. 
^A^^lTheAlI 
India 

^ FootbaU 
Federation has 
recommended his name 
for the prestigious 
Dronacharya Award. 
And the bad news is that 
as East Bengal's coach, 
his image was further 
smeared when his team 
literally scraped 
through to survive li^m 
the brink of defeat at the 
hands of the Calcutta 
maidan's present 
“griant-killers” Eastern 
Railway, who first 
meted out shock 
treatment to 
Mohammedan Sporting 
and later deprived 
Mohun Bagan of two 
points. 

It was goalkeeper 
Sudipto Chakraborty 
who came i^ the way of 
Eastern’s victory barely 
minutes from full time, 
and the East Bengal 
coach must have been 
thinking. What next? 
They are losing ground 
in their bid to retain the 
Lsague Championships. 
How could his boys draw 
with BR when just two 
days back they clobbered 
another much feared 
‘lesser’ team, Calcutta 
Port Trust. But how 
oould this thiunping win 
plummet to an 
unexpected draw in 
such a short spell, 
allowing Mohun Bagan 
to take a convincing 
eight-point lead in the 
Senior Division Soccer 
League. 

Now that Bagan is 
forging ahead, their 
coach Amal Duttacan 
take pride in his 
“superior tactical 
knowledge’’ of the game. 
He certainly must te 
^.{gining that he too 
' Slfford to comment on 


I PK’s recommendation 
for the Dronacharya 
Award. Whether PK 
gets the award at all is a 
different story. The 
coaches have already 
been indulging in an 
endless verbal warfare. 

That day against East 
Bengal Dutta had a field 
day and had boasted of 
numerical superiority, 
which he surely can 
claim. But how would 
the coach account for his 
team’s performance 
against Nayeem's 
“dieh^Crd” Mchammedan 
Sporting who did 
everything but find the 
goal. 

Perhaps Dutta was a 
bit complacent after his 
strategical triumph over 


A few referees are still being 
given, the responsibility of 
conducting matches in 
spite of their appalling 
standards. Last season for 
example. Koruna Chakraborty 
made a mess of the rules.. .and 
the IFA was compelled to take 
action against him 


PR’s team. Not that 
Mohammedan SC had 
anything to lose in the 
race for the league title 
now since they were 10 
points behind, but Dutta 
shouldn’t have 
underestimated his 
rivals. He seemed too 
over confident saying 
“any studious pupil 
don’t need to study a day 
before the test.” He was 
almost made to eat his 
own words imtil striker 
Sishir Ohosh came to his 
rescue once again three 
minutes from normal 
time. Ohosh has netted 
four goals in four 
meetingdwith 
Mohammedan SC this 
season and still remains 
the top scorer in the 


WHEN A COACH C; 


Andgi 










jOSES HIS OPPOSITION 


SBE/J 


Mohaxxunedan SC keeper 
YiisufAnaari dives to 
snatch the ball firom 
Sishir Ohosh’s feet. The 
striker finally scored 



league with 8 goals. 
Dutta was lucky to get 
off. 

After their victory 
over East Bene^ the 
coach should have 
reminded his boys to be 
cautious about their 
approach in the next big 
tie. Which also meant 
that his players needn’t 
have got tensed up. But 
when Mohammedan 
SC’s three-prong attack 
of Uttam Mukherjee, 
Chibuzor and Pradip 
Talukdar threatened the 
Bagan fortress it was 
Dutta who was most 
tense. The complacent 
Bagan players looked 
casual and expectedly 
things weren’t working 
too well. Signs of 
imminent danger! 

Having seen the game 
^ing well, the MSC 
players too formed in 
the Bagan complacency. 
And the inevitable 
happened to 
Mohammedan SC. The 
momentary lapse by the 
stoppers and keeper 
Yusuf Ansari's inability 
to face a situation 
exposed his lack of big 
match temperament. 
Ansari will have to do 
better. Sishir Ghosh 
scored out of the blue: 
his only conspicuous 
contribution in the 
70-minute match. 

Mohammedan SC lost 
but they were the more 
adorable side. It was 
sheer bad luck. Two 
golden chances were 
saved by crisis-man 
veteran Subroto 
Bhattacharya and 
Soumen Mvikherjee. But 
it was keeper Debashis 
Mukherjee who saved 
Bagan, keeping out a 
spectacular Pradip 
Talukdar header. What 
athleticism! Perhaps it 
was his best ever 
showing \mder the bar. 
But goals win matches 






and Nayeem was prompt 
enough to say the same. 
Nayeem may have lost 
the match but was 
certainly not 
disheartened. 

W HENSishirOhosh 
obtained the first 
goal against Milan 
Samity he surpaseed 
East Bengal’s Ku^it 
Singh at the top of the 
scorers’ table. The 2-0 
win, however, did not 
indicate that Bagan was 
impressive. Not at all. 
But they had their 
scoring chances and 
Arup Mondal restricted 
the margin with some 
superlative saves. Even 
the gfoal which he 
conceded was due to the 
misunderstanding in 
the Samity back four. 

The foul atmosphere 
that engulfed the East 
Bengal camp after two 
consecutive defeats 
(Bagan and Tollygimge 
Agragami) was cleansed 
when PR’s boys waltzed 
past the Portmen 4-0 
(KuUit-2, Cheema and 
Krlshnendu). Kuljit and 
the Nigerian time and 
again ran through the 
Port defence and on one 
such occasion Cheema 
was felled and 
Krishnendu converted 






A t:: 


.. .against East Bengal Amal 
Dutta had o field day.. .But how 
would the cooch account for his 
team's performance against 
Noyeein's 'diehard' 
Mohammedan Sporting who did 
everything but find the goal 


the spot kick. 

The win has obviously 
given PR’s team the 
confidence to continue 
their race for the league 
title. The fans for once 
didn’t curse him. Nor 
did PK have to be 
esc <rl^ back in a police 
van JllUt this congenial 


atmosphere was again 
polluted after the 
Eastern Railway draw. 

Once again PR went 
back home with police 
help. The coach will 
probably be tempted to 
leave his motorcycle at 
home next time. The 
players too have had the 


same experience... .and 
only God knows how 
many times this scene 
will take place through 
the season. The 
supporters are 
becoming too aggressive 
and the smaller teams 
tougher to beat. The 
spurt of abuse showered 
on PR forced him to 
retaliate when Eastern 


drew with his team, but 
for the timely 
intervention of 'Bade 
Mia’ Habib, who was 
present to witness the 
match an route to 
Eiuope'with his Tata 
Academy Football team. 
East Bengal lacked pace, 
no wing play; no 
penetration ftom the 
centre. Of course. 
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Cheema was sitting on 
the bench with two 
previous bookings But 
what were Kuljit and 
Knshanu doing^ 
Playing the let's miss 
game’9 If the forwards 
cannot transform moves 
into goals why blame PK 
alone The ER players 
oertainl> put PK m a 
false position Quite 











Melville de Mello; 


His Legend Will 


T. 


MB HE man who made 
broadcasting history in 
India is now part of 
history himself. Melville 
De Mello is no more with 
us. But the legend that 
he was will endure 

The most important 
aspect of both 
broadcasting and 
writing in which de 
Mello excelled was 
objectivity. 

Enough has already 
been written of de 
Mello’s meticulous 
attention to details. But 
not much is known of 
the humane and gentle 
personality of this great 
man. He was a soldier, 
truly in every sense of 
tl^ tezm. It was as on 





armyman that he 
started his career. But 
afterwards when he 
joined the ministry, his 
brilliant performance 
elevated the Indian 
Information and 
Broadcasting 
Department to great 
heights 

More than being an 
ideal broadcaster 
himself, de Mello was an 
institution himself. The 
number of people he 
trained and helped is 
countless, the foremost 
among them being 
Jasdev Singh. 

One recalls how at the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics, 
Jasdev was trained into 
becoming one of India’s 
foremost broadcasters. 



When Melville was 
requested to 
associate himself with 
the Asiad he agreed, if 
somewhat bewildered by 
a recognition from a 



MelTillede Mello (toft) 
with Sunil Oavaskw: 
Legends in their 
lifetimes 


quarter least expected. 
Anjrway, the result was 
the beginning of a most 
fruitful—and 
justified—association. 
Not only did Melville 
perform a most 
substantial role as a 
faithful chronicler of the 
greatest sports spectacle 
held in India, but 
continued to be 
associated with the 
highest sports forum of 
the country in the most 
exemplary manner. In a 
sense, the de MeUo name 
has been enshrined in 
the annals of Indian 
sport. 













KARATE 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HANO 



This is Oidan baral which is to block the 
opponent’s lower punch 



C ONTINUINOwith 
the three-steps 
sparring movement, 
this week, we will 
discuss the lower block 
that IS, the gidanbasaa 
and how to counter it 
with the Oidan 
gyaku-tsukj, i e the 
lower reverse punch 
against your partner’s 
Gtdan oi-tsuJa (Lower 
punch) 

This block can be used 
from Zenkutsu dachi, 
Sanchin dachi, 
Kokutsudachi or 
Kibadachi But this 
week, we will discuss it 
from zenkutau dachi 

Let your partner stand 
in zenkutau dachi, with 
his left leg in front and 
right leg at the back and 
with a left gidan barai 
You should be standing 
in yoe dachi or the ready 
stance 

Now your partner will 
attack you with a 
gidan oi tauki, taking a 
one-step movement 
forward with his right 
leg Immediately, from 
the ready stance, you 
step back with the right 
leg and block Gidanban 
with your left hand in 
Zenkutau dachi 

After blocking your 
partner's attack 
effectively, you should 
dehvera 

Gidan-gyaku-tsuki to 
the partner’s groin or 
lower abdomen 
Beginners should 
practise the three steps 
through the lower block 
and then finally counter 
it with the lower punch 
The advance karetakas 
can do the one step 
movements 

SMvsJI Ganguly, 
Kyokushbi-lcai karate 
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Meg, 9, Michael 6, 
both old enough to 
understand their 
father’s (Watson) 
sudden search for 
tempo and the touch 
that have dnerted 
him. Old enough 
when he phones 
home on Friday 
nights, to ask the 
Question he never 
thought he’d hear; 
’’Daddy did you make 
the cut?” 


It could be the 
divorce with his wife, 
who has now 
remarried, that is 
affecting Sandy 
Lyle’s game. Says 
LeeTreveno; ”1 can’t 
believe that he can go 
from being the best 
golfer in the world to 
a four handicapper in 
such a short time” 


DID YOU MAK 











i THE CUT, DAOr 

BAD TIMES FOR TWO OF THE WORLD’S GREAT GOLFERS: TOM WATSON AND SANDY LYLE 


E ntheFGA 
tourthe 
36-hole 
cutis 
golfs 
Guillotine. 
Make the 
cut, play 
the final 
36 holes of the 
tournament and you’re 
assured a check. Miss 
the cut and pay your 
motel bill Friday night. 

For the best golfers, 
missing the cut is 
usually only sjn, 
occasional nuisaiu». 

And for nearly a aecade, 
Tom Watson was much 
more than one of the 
best golfers-rhe was the 
best. 

When the television 
network advertised a 
tournament his pictiire 
was often used. He was 
all but sure to be among 
the leaders who would 
be seen on television. 

In those years. Tom 
and Linda Watson’s two 
children were too young 
to understand how good 
a golfer their father was, 
too young to appreciate 
his triumphs. 

But Meg is now 9 and 
Michael is 6. both old 
enough to understand 
their father’s sudden 
search for the. tempo and 
the touch that have 
deserted him. Old 
enough, when he 
phones home on Friday 
nights, to ask the 
question he never 
thought he’d hear. 

“They ask me,” 
Watson was saying with 
a sad smile, “‘Daddy, did 
you make the cuf?” 

Did Richard Hadlee 


% 





getawicket?Dld 
Maradona complete a 
pass? Did Michael 
Jordan get a basket? Did 
Mike Tyson land a left 
hook? 

Nobody would ever 
think to ask those 
questions. But for the 
39-year-old Watson it’s 
now, “Daddy, did you 
make the cut?” 

And after a par 71 in 
Thursday's first round 
of the Manufacturers 
Hanover Westchester 
Classic, when he calls 
home after Friday’s 
second round, his kids 
will be asking that 
cpiestion again. And he 
will be answering it 
gently. 

Watson reigned for 
eight years as the 
world’s best golfer. 
Whenever the Masters 
or the U.S. Open or the 
British Open dissolved 
into a duel between him 
and Jack Nicklaus on 
the final holes. Watson 
won. 

In those years from 
1977 through 1984, he 
was the PGA Player of 
the Year six times and 
the leading 
money-winner five 
times. He won 29 
tournaments, including 
two Masters and the 
1982 U.S. Open, plus 
four of his British 
Opens. 

And he accomplished 
all this with a 
competitive grace that 
was as firm as his 
handshake, as fiery as 
hie reddish hair, as clear 
as his green eyes. 

When the 198.5 golf 
tour began, he was still 







only 35 and already a 
Hall of Ftoe grolfer even 
though he had only 
begun to win 
But ever since, it’s as if 
an impostor were 
swinging Watson’s golf 
clubs The only 
tournament he has won 
in the last Hve years was 
the 1987 Nabisco 
championship 
Although he’s the 
PGA Tour s career 
leading money winner 
with more than $5 
million, he ranks 88th 
this year with only 
$73,851 

Sandy Lyle also (Inset; 
with his wife and kid in 
happier times after he 
had won the 1985 British 
Open Lyle has since 
divorced his wife and 
that trauma might be 
affecting his game 



Hus highest timshes 
were a tie for 11th at the 
Players Championship 
and 14th at the Masters 
In his 12 tournaments, 
he’s missed the 36-hole 
cut four times 
For more than a 
decade Byron Nelson 
himself was Watson’s 
mentor Another 
confidant was his 
original tutor, Stan 


Thirsk. the Kansas City 
Country Club pro 
”I told Byron and Stan 
that I didn’t want them 
to think I was 
abandonmg them by 
going to Oavid 
Leadbetter in Orlando, 
but they were both very 
enthusiastic,” Watson 
said “Stan told me.‘I 
don’t care who you go to. 
I just want you to 


succeed ’ Byron said 
essentially the same 
thing ” 

“Some guys think my 
swing’s the same, that I 
just haven’t been 
making the putts hke I 
did when 1 was 
winning,” Watson said 
"But it’s more than that 
It’s part of bemg an 
athlete many sport It’s 
losmg that touch and 


feel” 

All the great golfers 
occasionally have lost 
that “touch and feel ” 
But Watson preferred 
to cite how Raymond 
Floyd “came back after a 
bad stretch of golf ’’ 

"I don’t see why I can’t 
do that,” he said 
Smce 1982 Watson 
hasn’t been in his 
element and sought 








David Leadbetter's help 
But the golf tutor had 
tactfully told him he 
must come to terms wuth 
the fact that he's 
nearing 40 "I told him 
that Old Father Time 
made that unrealistic ” 
The decision to take 
Leadbetter's assistance 
IS an attempt to salvage 
a decaying career—and 
primarily self respect 

Who knows Watson 
may knock off some of 
the rust under 
Leadbetter who had 
helped out Briton Nick 
Faldo In return Faldo 
worked his way up to 
win the 87 Open and 
Masters But when 
Watson approached 
Leadbetter he was 
amazed “Tom is an 
interesting chareicter I 
was honoured he asked 
my advice and a real 
down to earth guy ’’ 

But lately, Watson has 
played so poorly that his 
caddy of 15 years, Bruce 
Edwards, is now 
working for Greg 
Norman 

“1 gave Bruce the 
option late last year to 
t^e a better offer if it 
came along,” Watson 
said “He got mad at me 
then for even 
suggesting it But after I 
missed the cut at the 
Memorial, he decided to 
take Greg's offer I can't 
blame him Bruce's 
money depended on how 
much I make ” 

And when Tom 
Watson misses the cut, 
he doesn't make any 
money Or any progress 
in his struggle 

Top pro Lee Trevino, 
who won the US Open in 
1968, was particularly 
surprised by Lyle's 
spectacular decline “I 
can't believe that he can 
go from being the best 
golfer in the world to a 
four handicapper in 
such a short time," said i 


Trevino, continuing, 
"Sandy (whom Lee treats 
him like a brother' must 
go his own way, stay 
with what he’s 
got because he’s still 
got plenty ” 

T he winning Kyder 
Cup member and 
British Open 
champion Sandy Lyle 
too 18 confronted with 
similar problems 
Perhaps worse If his 
counterpart Watson 
made the cut at the US 
Open at Oak Hills 
course Ijyle flopped 
The obvious difference is 
that the American has the 
ability and confidence of 
rectifying his golf, Lyle 
reached the stage of 
seriously thinking of 
chucking the sport 
But V hy has Lyle 
suddenly found the 
game exasperating*^ 
Perhaps, it could be the 
divorce with his wife 
who remarried that is 
affecting his game 
Maybe not He has many 
more years to play but 



he's been making a lot of 
mistakes on the course 
Sei les of them, like he 
missed nine halfway 
cuts in eleven 
compeVitions And what 
could bo more dreadful 
that only once letui ning 
a subpar round in as 
many as twenty lounds 
in the US circuit That’s 
bad for a highly rated 
player like Lyle who 
came into prominence 
with his British Open 
victory in 1985 Golf is a 
very sensitive game, we 
all know But there 


seems to be no hold up in 
the Briton’s enormous 
errors and lack of 
concentration 
Now Lyle has decided 
to discontinue the US 
circuit, but he will be 
present for the PGA 
Championship in 
August since he is yet to 
participate in it 
However, his opting out 
does not debar him (like 
it happened to the 
present woi Id’s top pro 
Seve Ballesteios of 
Spam) from crossing the 
Pac ific next season since 
he has f ulfillc'd his 
obligation of competing 
a minimum 15 
tournaments 
Perhaps the Briton 
needs this break as he 
can take stock of his 
fluctuating form and 
concentration which 
has worried him for the 
last few months The 
golfing world would 
love to see him and 
Watson recover from 
this bad patch before the 
ensuing British Open 
Golf at Royal Ti oon this 
week 








^FITNESS 

How Rt Are You? (II) 


T ins week we 
continue where 
we left off last 
week How fit 
are you Since tennis is 
the in’ thing now we 
were checking out on 
your fitness through 
some tennis exercises 
To play any sport to 
day, no matter at what 
level, fitness is a must 
And tennis of course is 
no exception Take the 
case of Bjorn Borg, 
Bons Becker and Ivan 
! Lendl All tremendous 
athletes Champions of 
fitness Yet on the other 
hand John McEnroe 
once claimed that he 
found it tough to touch 
his toes So you and me 
still have hope 
We have already dealt 
with the speed test, 
abdominal and hip mus¬ 
cle strength and endur¬ 
ance, upper body 
muscular strength, 
aerobic endurance, and 
leg power In the con¬ 
cluding part of our fit¬ 
ness the tennis way, we 
will deal with flexiblity, 
agility, balance and 
coordination and the 
combination of speed 
and dgility 


I SIT AND REACH I 


Tests flexibility 
Sit with your feet flat 
against a short, vertical 
surface such as a crate 
Without bending your 
knees, reach as far as 
you are comfortably able 
to reach Don’t force the 
movement or bounce 
You should point your 
fingers while your part¬ 
ner measures how far 
from your toes you are 


(measured in negative 
nambers) or how far you 
reach beyond your toes 
(measured in positive 
numbers) 

WERABESCORINfiRANBE 

Junior girl +1 to+3 inch 
Junior boy -1 to +1 inch 
Woman -1 to+2 inch 
Man -2to+1inch 


Exercise to improve 
score FLEXIBIUTY 
EXERCISES TO 
INCREASE RANGE OF 
MOTION 


HEXAGON 


Tests agility, dynamic 
balance coordination 

Construct a six sided 
figure with tape on a 
hard tennis court or any 
other firm non slip sur 
face (that is don t do 
this on a clay court) The 
sides should be 2 feet 
long with equal angles 
(120 degrees) between 
each line 

Begin inside the hex 
agon and alternately 
jump to the outside of 
one hne back inside and 
immediately outside the 
adjacent hne You 11 
want to stay on the balls 


of your feet the entire 
time Do this in a clock- 
wise movement as 
qiuckly as possible with¬ 
out hitting the hnes un 
til you have completed 
three rotations Plecord 
each time with a half- 
second added for every 
line hit or any omitted 
jump 

AVEMBESCORINBRANBE 

Junior girl 12 0 13 3 sec 
Junior boy 11 5 13 0sec 
Woman 13 0 14 0 sec 
Man 12 0 13 5 sec 


Exercise to improve 
score QUICK-FEET 








DRILLS LIKE THE 
HEXAGON. JUMPING 
ROPE. 


SPIDER SPRINT I 


Testa agility, speed. 

Place balls at five 
points on the court; the 
singles corner of the 
baseline and service 
lines, £ind in the middle 
where the two service 
lines meet (see picture). 
Place a towel on the cen¬ 
tre mark at the baseline. 
Starting at the towel on 
command, sprint to the 
deuce court corner, pick 
up the ball and return it 
to the towel so it does not 
roll away. Retrieve all 
five balls in counterc¬ 
lockwise progression, 
the time being recorded 
when the fifth ball is i-e- 
tumed to the towel. Cau¬ 
tion: The timer should 
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remove each ball from 
the towel after it is 
placed down to avoid in¬ 
jury from stepping on 
loose tennis balls. 


Junior girl: 17.8-18.5 sec. 
Junior boy: 16.4-17.5 sec. 
Woman; 18.3-19.4 sec. 
Man: 16.9-18.4 sec. 

Exercise to improve 
score: SPIDER SPRINT. 

The tests that we have 
shown you are designed 
to measure the specific 
fitness requirements of 
tennis players. The re¬ 
sults will show you 
where your weakness is 
and therefore enable you 
to concentrate on those 
areas to improve your 
general fitness. For ex¬ 
ample, in the tests if you 
score well on the vertical 
jump but not on the hex¬ 
agon drill, then you 
should spend more time 
doing agility exercises 
instead of doing leg ex¬ 
tensions in the weight 
room. 

But whatever you do, 
you must warm up prop¬ 
erly before you start 
doing these tests. You 
can perform the tests in 
any order except for the 
sit-and-reach. You 
should leave it for last. 
The Average Scoring 
Range may confuse you 
but you can set stan¬ 
dards for yourself based 
on it. The ASR is for 
tennis players, not the 
general population, 
therefore don’t be too 
disappointed if you don’t 
make the mark. We have 
also listed exercises to 
help you improve, 
though some of the tests 
are exercises them¬ 
selves. 

Now that you have 
read about it go out and 
see how fit are you? 

Concluded 
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W IRMILA 

CHki I If I—the 

diminutive grurl kept the 
Bengal flag flying 
dimngtheeth 
Sub-Jumor National 
Swimming 

Championships, held at 
Bang^ore’s 

Basavangudi Swimming 


Pool 13-year-old Urmila 
from Bally (Howrah 
dist) started swimming 
in a pond four years 
back 

Ckiming from a very 
poor background, father 
bemg a rickshaw-puller 
to support the family of 
seven kids, she has 
shown tremendous 
signs of grit and will 
power to come to the top 
She won gold 
convincmgly m the 
l(X)m freestyle beating 


Ashima Shetty 
(Karnataka) and 
Mughdha Dhamankar 
(Maharashtra) to second 
and third place In all 
she bagged 33 points to 
get her the individual 
championship which in 
turn got Bengal the 
team championship in 
this category 
In the boyssection, 
Warren Pereira of 
Maharashtra was the 
star of the meet The 
13-year-old Warren, a 


tall and an athletic built 
lad took home 4 golds, 3 
silvers bettering his last 
year’s performance at 
Guwahati with 3 golds 
and 3 silvers Besides, 
he created two national 
records In the 200m 
free style he timed 
2 16 75 to eclipse Vishal 
Kapoor’s 2 16 80 
timing And in the 100m 
freestyle he clocked 
1 00 89 to beat Tapan 
Banik’s 1980 national 
mark of 1 02 56 





Maharashtra’s Pereira: Boys Oroup III 
champion 



Star of the^maet Urmila 
QietM ctf Bengal 


^ For Bengal stiff 
competition came from 
Banu Sachdev of Delhi 
who beat Warren in the 
100 m backstroke 
iKjnvincingly to earn a 
second place at Delhi 
with an individual of 26 
iXJints. Warren has 
^hown consistency with 
n individual tally of 32 
oints. He has the 
>tential to make it to 
e top in the next few 
arb. 

Si^atha Bannerji a 


11 -year-old short and 
strongly-built girl from 
Delhi was making news 
on all the four days in 
her group 4 events. She 
bagged 4 golds (and as 
many meet records) and 
2 silver. 

In this category, there 
was strong competition 
from Karnataka. 
Jyotsna Krishnaswamy 
was going neck and 
neck with Sujatha for 
the individual title. In 
the 50m backstroke the 
record was held by 
Pallavi Datta (Haryana) 
37.49 set in 1987. This 
mark was bettered by 
Sujatha in the heats 
with a timing of 36:58. 
However, in the finals 
Jyotsna had the last 
laugh setting a new 
record of 35.76 sec 
which left Sujatha 
weeping in the pond 
after the race. 

Jyotsna’s performance 
earned her 13 individual 
points which in turn 
helped Karnataka bag 
the team championship 
with a tally of 44 points 
On the other hand, 
Sujatha with all her 38 
points which got her the 
individual 
championship could 
only take Delhi to the 
second place (41). 

Sujatha, who started 
swimming at the age of 
7 had learnt the basics 
from her coach Swapan 
Das. Presently, she is 
training under S.S. 
Bhullar at the Talkatora 
swimming pool. Her 
favourite events are the 
butterfly and the 
freestyle. She is a 
promising swimmer. 

In the same category, 
Nanda Surdar of Bengal 
created a new record in 
the 50m breast-stroke 
clocking 39.92 sec to 
erase the 1987 mark set 
by Mugdha Dhamankar 
of Maharashtra. 

In tlie boys 4 category. 


there was keen tussle 
between host Karnataka 
and Maharashtra. 
Shanepedder from 
Maharashtra excelled in 
this group by winning 
an individual title, with 
37 points. He was very 
convincing in the 100m 
freestyle. In the 200m 
individual medley, 
Abhijit of Karnataka 
upset Shanepedder and 
Adithya Shroff to bag 
the gold. In the 50 
metres, breast-stroke 
Rakshit Jagdale of 
Karnataka also upset 
Pedder for the gold. 

In the team events, 
Bengal proved too 
formidable in both boys 
and girls 4X 50m 
medley. The boys 
quartet of Mahesh 
Sarogi. A.Bannerjee, 
Uttam Nasker and Ashit 
Dhak bettered the mark 
with a national timing of 
2.17:03. Maharashtra 
came 2nd and Delhi 3rd. 

In the girls section, 
the Bengal foursome 


Sumitra Bhanja, Nanda ' 
Sardar, Urmila Chettri j 
and Nayan Nandi timed : 
2.26:34 for the top spot. I 
In the girls 4X50 I 

freestyle Maharashtra’s 
Mugdha Dhamankar. 
Aloke Lele, Aruna 
Venugopal and Ishween 
Anand broke Bengal’s 
records of 2; 14:15 
(2:12.07). In the boys 
section, Bengal created a 
record of 2.02:57 which 
was earlier held by 
Maharashtra (2.07:01) 

In the diving 

competition held at I 
Jayanagar swiming 
pool, Uttar Pradesh 
dominated the show. 
Notable performance 
came from Shalini Rauf 
Khan, Pushpa Mishra 
and Lalit Kapoor, each 
scoring a ‘double’. 
Surprisingly, this year 
the organisers did not 
face much problem of 
overaged entries m the 
various categories. 
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Junicff Athletic Meet 

B engal juniors ruled the roost 
in the two day East Zone 
athletics meet at the Salt Lake 
Stadium I ecently Sweeping the 
opposition with ease, the hosts 
finished with 44 medals (18 golds, 
14 silver and 12 bronze med^s) 
Bihar and Orissa finished with 26 
and 21 medals, respectively 
The championships were 
organised as part of the Amateur 
Athletics Federation of India’s 
(AAFI) rolling plan to develop 
junior talents at district levels On 
the basis of their performance 
here, 71 athletes from the 
participating states have been 
provisionally selected to form the 
nucleus of a East Zone side It will 
take part in the all India 
inter-zonal district meet 
scheduled to be held in the capital 
in October 

Manipulation of age the bane of 
all age-group sports events in the 
country, once again sutfaced here 
also No fewer than SIX 
boys—including one Kanailal 
Ghosh from Bengal were 
disqualified for being overage 
The state atheltics association has 
reportedly suspended Ghosh for 
two years 

On day one, Bengal’s Kappa 
Meena and Amita Sikdar rewrote 
the girls’ national record in the 
1500 metres Both had clipped off 
nearly four seconds from the 
previous record, sending jointly 
in the name of Haryana’s Sunita 
and Aruna Rani of Purgab 
(4 55 2) Mina clocked 4 51 2 
while Sikdar breasted the tape 
fl:action of a second later on 
4 51 e 

The hosts claimed 13 of the 40 
golds at stake on the concluding 
I day, a commendable performance 
mdeed Oneof their most 
promment achievements of the 
day wms Sailendra Biswas who 
became the fastest man in the 
meet in the semor boys' category 
He clocked 114 seconds for the 
100 m dash lu the girls’section, 
the honour went to Rachita Panda 
ofOnssa 

Qautam Bhsttacliaryys 



AU-India bvitation 
Snooker 

L udhiana, the Manchester of 
India was in for a seven day 
Snooker bonanza when the 3rd All 
India Invitation Snooker 
Tournament was hosted by 
Punjab Billiards & Snooker 
Association at City Heart 
Convention Hall here from June 
17 to 24 

The star studded tournament 
had almost all the prominent 
cueists- former world champion 
O B Agarwal, former National 
champion Geet Sethi, reigning 
National Champion Raj u Jagtiani, 
Junior National Champion Ashok 
Shandilya, Yaseen Merchant and 
promising players from hosts, 
Punjab Alok Kumar, Achint 
Verma and Joy Mehra—vying for 
top honours in the biggest prize 
money Invitation so far The 
players had a prize money of Rs 
55,000 to share 
Ln the semi finals, the National 
Runners up Yaseen Merchant 
defeated Gmt Sethi 7-3 while m 
the second semi-finals OB 
Agarwal beat Rsgu Jagtiam, the 


current national champion by 7-3 
Yaseen displayed a rare skill of 
snooker against Geet Sethi 
Although he had lost the first 
frame by 45-63, he returned to the 
arena winning the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th frames Geet, however scored 
his victoi les over the next three 
frames but Yaseen Merchant 
again fought back to take the rest 
of the frames Inthellnd 
semi finals, OB Agarwa} 
registered an easy victory 7 3 
against his opponent Raju 
Jagtiani 

The final match was between OB 
Agarwal and Yaseen Merchant 
Yaseen won by 8 6 to emerge as 
the new snooker champion OB 
was leading 3 1 but Yaseen 
caught up 3 3 thereby taking a 
lead by 4 3, but again it turned out 
to be 4 4 and 6 6 but it was 
Yaseen s day who managed to 
defeat the former World Snooker 
Champion He earned the first 
prize of Rs 20,000 while the 

Yaseen Merchant receives the 

trophy from Punjab Governor 
Slddharta Shankar Ray 










runners-up got Rs 10,000 
The Punjab Governor, 
Sidhartha Shankar Ray who was 
the Chief Quest at the finals, gave 
away the prizes 

ZuUnChaniklya 


NEW DELHI 


Hie Tour (rf buna 

I T was the spirit of adventure, 
Shn Om and K K Chaturvedi, 
y iged 34 and 22 years respectively, 
on 25th June, concluded their 
Tour of India on bicycles They 
travelled a distance of 10,000 kms 
in 103 days Their journey began 
on 15th March, 1989 and they 
pedalled through the states of 
U P , Bihar, West Bengal, Assam, 
Nagaland, Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Pondicherry, Kerala, Karnataka 
Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh 
and Delhi 

They had a relatively 






trouble-free journey, thanks 
mainly to their new bicycles and 
more importantly, the advance 
preparations that they had made 
by way of carrying spares and 
tools with them Nevertheless 
punctured tyres, broken-spokes, 
oppressive heat, bad roads and 
fieice winds were the hindrances 
which often slowed their 
progress 

India, they feel is a land of 
variety and abundant beauty 
Especially the North-eastern 
region m the Hnnalaya and 
Kerala on the Western coast are 
unmatched in their beauty 
Though they did have language 
problems at many places but the 
local people as well as the 
administrators were extremely 
helpful to them They, however, 
lik^ it more in the peace and 
quiet of the vast expanses on the 
roadsides than in the dm and 
confusion of the cities Wherever 
they would go, their racing model 
bikes evoked a lot of curiosity 

A main feature of the tour was 
that they spent practically 
nothing on their night stays 
which means that at times they 
had to sleep in the Bus-Queue 
Shelters and once in the verandah 
of a vacant shop But mainly they 
slept m Don Bosco Schools, 
Gurdwaras, P W D Rest Houses, 
road-side-Dhabas and 
Dharmshalas 

But if their tour was a smooth 
affair, its preparations were not 
They had many frustrating 
moments as several private 
companies and government 


After completing the tour of 
India, Snri Om and K.K. 

Chaturvedi pose for the camera 

agencies, credited with promoting 
adventure, turned their backs on 
the two youngmen The 
promotion of adventure scheme of 
the Ministry of Youth they feel, 
involves a lot of paper work and 
procedural c’omplication enough 
to discourage any sine ere effort 
Finally, it was the help from their 
parents, office colleagues and 
fi lends which saw them through 


MADRAS 


Baseball in India 

B aseball may not yet be a 
major sport in India But if one 
goes by what Robi^rt Smith, the 
American president of the 
International Baseball Federation 
has to say, baseball has the 
potential to become a major sport 
m this country and Indians have 
the talent to be the best in Asia in 
another ten years 
Robert Smith visited India 
recently and according to Mr PC 
Bharadwaj, Secretary General, 
BFI, he was greatly impressed by 
the good work that was being 
done for the game in the short 
period since the BFI came into 
existence Nationals, zonals and 
All-India tournaments have been 
held regularly Thespectatoi 
response to the game is very good 
if one goes by the crowd 
patronage during the South Zone 
Championship and the Inter-Zonal 






Championship held recently in the 
city and now the game is able to 
even attsramt sponsors. The two 
competitions for example were 
sponsored by Indian Bank. 

The BFI has been regularly 
sending Indian teams to Asian 
Championships and m fact the 
Indian squad for this year’s 
Aslan meet to be held at Seoul 
from September 14 was selected at 
Madras in July and will attend a 
strenuous and systematic training 
camp at New Delhi ^m Sept 2 to 
12 . 

About 200 players and officials 
participated in the South Zone and 
Inter-^nal meets. In the South 
Zone Championship, Andhra beat 
holders Karnataka 10-8 to claim 
the men's title.. Tamil Nadu were 
third and Pondicherry fourth. 
Karnataka, however, won the title 
in the women's section. Andhra 
and Tamil Nadu finished second 
and third respectively. 

In the Inter-Zonal Meet, holders 
South Zone crushed North Zone 
12-1 to win the title in the men's 
section, while in the women’s 
section North Zone scored an 
exciting 4-2 victory over .South 
Zone. 

In the annual Mayor 
Radhakrishna Trophy match 
between the National Champions 
and Rest of India, Karnataka (who 
won the title last year) defeated 
their opponents 12-7. The Indian 
team for the Seoul Asian meet was 
selected after this match. 

Partab Ramchand 


JAMSHEDPUR 


A New Stadium 

I F and when one comes to think 
about sports in Bihar, there is 
only one 

name-Jamshedpur-where 
everything in sports activities has 
long been a way of life with the 
people of the steel city, having 
more than half-a-dozen State 
Organisations, indoor and 
outdoor, barring one for billiards. 

But what is really amazing is 
that the contributions of the State 
Sports Authority to the 
development of sports in the 
state is practically nil and, as 


ti I Wf Ua 


The view of the new stadium 
oomtng up adjacent to Keenan 
I Stadium 

' such, left with the industries at 
Jamshedpur 

To accommodate all disciplines, 
a massive sports complex is now 
in the process of construction, 
adjacent to the famous Keenan 
Stadium at Jamshedpur, costing, 
as estimated two years back, Rs 2 
I crores. A “self-contained” unit, 

I the like of which is not perhaps 
^ available even in Calcutta or ^Ihi. 

Claiming itself as world class, the 
I complex will include a standard 
swimming pool, a sportsmen’s 
hostel (already completed) and a 
complete system for track events. 
The complex is expected to be 
ready by winter next year. 

ARjsn Chattatjee 


BOMBAY 


Gymkhana Open 



S. Gbriram won the men's 
singles title 


I MTERNATIONAL S Sriram 
claimed the men’s singles title 
and evergreen Nandini Kulkarni 
took the women’s crown in the 
Sachivalaya Gymkhana Open 
Table Tennis tournament held at 
Sachivalaya Gymkhana, Bombay 
Sriram, working in Hindustan 
Petroleum, played an intelligent 
game to outclass Chiplunkar with 
his jabs and forehand smashes. 
However, after annexing the first 
two games, Sriram allowed some 
liberties to his opponent who 
cashed on it to annex the third 
game. But soon Sriram won the 
last and fourth game easily. He 
won, 21-13, 21-14, 10-21, 21-16. 

Nandini Kulkarni toyed with 
Gujarat’s Roshan Jam, who 
toppled top-seeded Sejal Shah 
earlier. Nandini literally swept 
through at 21-7, 21-12,21-7 to 
overwhelm Roshan with her 
prowess in backhand anti-spiift 
surface 

Other winners, in the boys and 
girls singles were Gurjeet Taneja 
and Chaitali Hate respectively. 
The Sub-junior girls singles title 
was claimed by Leena Medhekar 
and that of sub-junior boys was 
annexed by Vijay Kini. 

M.P.Surash 


A Corrigendum 


In the 5th July isaue, an error 
crept into the report on the 
Inter-Club oanuval held in 
Calcutta. Instead otDalhouale 
Inatitute, it wasDakehin Calcutta 
Sanaad (DKS) who won the tennis 
event. The error is 
regretted—Editor 
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There can 
be no seconds 
to perfection 







Sanspareils Greenlands 

The Cricket People 

P.O. BOX 47, MEERUT - 250 001. 


One of the greatest ac hievements of SG is the 
continual endeavour in maintaining its unparalleled 
standard of excellence. 

It is the result of this ex( e'lence that SG today is 
a favourite with top cricketers ... as also with some 
fraudulent makers and sellers of cheap imitation. 

This may be taken as a compliment — but it is a 
genuine SG buyer like you, who is deprived of the 
best. Don't be mislead by deceptively similar 
'look-alikes'. 

Give yourself a chance to play better cricket Help 
curb imitation. 

Buy through authorised retail outlets only Write 
to us for the one nearest to you. 






Player Power Takes Oi 


HE manager 
of the Indian 
volleyball 
team at the 
Open 

Tournaments 
in China and 
Japan Kuldip 
Vats 

I represents the upsuige 
of player power in the 
game Since India won a 
bronze medal in the 
1986 Seoul Asiad, 
volleyball has acquired a 
high profile in India It 
IS among the twelve 
priority sports for the 
1990 Beijing Asiad 
Allowances from the 
Union Sports ministry 
are also more 
forthcoming 
Kuldip Vats told 
Sportsworld, ‘ In each 
state association, former 
international and state 
players are being 
encouraged to take over 
< local associations We 
want to make volleyball 
a throbbing sport in 
India We know how 
volleyball needs to be 
promoted in India and 
what the players need 
With better organisation 
we can make volleyball a 
popular spectator sport 
Mismanagement by 
previous officials with 
httle volleyball 
background has 
thwarted the 
development of the sport 
in India,” he alleged 
Born m village Jaunti, 
outside Delhi, Kuldip 
Vats did not play 
volleyball in school He 
took to the sport, as a 
B A student in S O T B 
Khalsa college in Delhi 
University He 
{represented Delhi 
■ University for three 


years and then played 
for DESU and All India 
Electricity Board XI 
Kuldeep's international 
experience was Umited 
He played for an Indian 
XI against Pakistan in 
1986 Then a knee 
injury made him give up 
volleyball 
For some years, 
Kuldip Vats remained 
cut off from the game he 
loved Then it was 
election time in the Delhi 
Volleyball Association 
Raj Chopra, had been 
President for eight 
years Being close to 
Satish Sharma, a 
confidant of the Prime 
Minister, Raj Chopra 
hoped to manipulate the 
elections and get 
re-elected, while the 
players of Delhi wanted 
a change M P Shukla 
of Mahanagar 
Telephones was made 
temporary president He 
resigned and ft'esh 
elections were 
ordered m 
October 1988 
It was now 
time for 
intrigue 
Raj Chopra 
tned to install 
his nephew 
Atul Malhotra 
as president 
But player 
power now 
emerged to 
assert itself 
The Delhi 
volleyball 
players 
ralhed 
around to 
throw out the 
ruling grroup 


approached 

and asked by the players 
to contest A smiling 
Kuldip said, “I was 
probably nominated 
because I call a spade a 
spade and have rough 
and ready habits and am 
never afraid of a 
challenge ’ 


Two days before the 
elections,rumours were 
spread that the elections 
had been postponed The 
ruling clique hoped to 
win by default 
However the players 
and club secretaries 
came in full strength 
and foiled such 




Kuldip 
Vats was 


know how 

volleyball needs to be 
promoted in India and 
what the players need. 
With better 
organisation we can 
make volleyball a 
popular spectator 
oii.”...Kuldip Vats. 











Vested Interest 


manoeuvres Kuldip 
Vats was unanimously 
elected president 
Kuldip IS an ambitious 
and dynamic young 
man He has cultivated 
political contacts and is 
a candidate to be 
secretary of the 
All India body His 


immediate plans are 
ambitious Like the 
Nehi u Gold Cup football 
tournament Kuldip 
plans to stai tan 
international vollej ball 
tournament in Delhi 
next year He said 
alieady Japan Iian 
Syria Cuba Italy and 


Bangladesh have 
conformed their entries 
During his ti ip to 
China and Japan 
Kuldip will negotiate 
with other countries to 
participate in the 
international 
tournament in Delhi 
After 1 etui ning Kuldip 
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Will start for the fir st 
time a players 
association in India 
Kuldip said Our 
players association will 
CO ordinate with the 
Volleyball Federation of 
India and ensure that 
ai bit! ary selection is 
stopped 

Kuldip w IS upset that 
6 ft 4installOm 
Prakash of Har> ina was 
dropped from the 
national camp in spite ol 
lepeated pleas to 
national coach A 
Kuiup OmPiakash 
insisted that the Icttei to 
join the camp came late 
Hence his delay in 
joining the camp 
However A Kuiup 
lefufaedto illowGin 
Prakash to join 

At the Bangiloic 
camp volleyball arac h 
A Kuiupand his Soviet 
counterpait 
Alexandrovich 
frequently qua'relied in 
fi ont of the playei s 
dui ing pt ictice Kuldip 
Vats helped to pacify the 
situation He said 
India sacc playei like 
Sandtep Sharni t told me 
that the physical and 
tactic il training 
imp il ted by the Soviet 
coac h w is superb if the 
pi lyei s c ould t ckc it 

Ihc players were 
unhappy that the Soviet 
coach finally quit in 
disgust saying lam 
fed up with the politics 
in sports her o and 1 will 
be happy to ietui n 
home Kuldip ays that 
with an .K tive playei s 
asscxiation such a 
situation can be avoided 
inthefutuie 

Novy XiHMdla, N«w Delhi 






THE TTFMNSTITUTIONS CONTROVERSY 


ANDJOBS 


T 


FOR ALL 


HE Table 
Tennis 
Federation of 
India has 


■ preoccupied 

with the 
burning 

-- issue of 

whether the institution teams 
should take part in the nationals 
or not This heated debate has 
been going on for the last eight 
years So much so that in the 
special general body meeting of 
the TTFI prior to the Hyderabad 
Nationals last year, a decision was 
taken not to allow institutions to 
take part in the nationals 
Mr AmritMathur Secretary 
Railway Sports Control Boaid 
immediately issued directivesj to 
the Railway players not to play for 
their respective States With this 
directive there was panic m the 
TTFI circles The Bengal Table 
Tenms Association even went to 
the extent of going to the court 
against this directive The then 
Deputy Railway Minister 
Msdiavir Prasad declared in the 
Parliament that the Railways had 
not given any such official 
directives This pei haps, meant 
that Mr Mathur had taken his 
own decision and given directives 
Consequently the present TTFI 
presidents P Bagla and 
secretary Suresh Gawade 
intervened and told Mathur that 
the TTFI IS willmg to reopen the 
issue once again but till that time 
he ought to lift the han’ imposed 
by him on the Railway players 
Wiser counsel prevailed upon 
Mathur and he lifted the ban and 
allowed the Railway players to 
represent their respective State 
Associations in the Hyderabad 
Nationals. Reacting to this 


Do the institutions who employ the 
country’s top table tennis players have a 
right to participate in the nationals on par 
with the State teams? 




mi 









gesture by Mathur the TTFI 
immediately appointed a 
seven-member committee under 
the chairmanship of S P Bagla to 
take a balanced decision about the 
TTPI vs Institutions issue This 
comnutteemeton June 17 at 
E)elhi Mathur defended the case 
of the institutions while 
ex-mtemational Frook Khodaiji 
strongly defended the case of the 
State Associations 
Having failed to arrive at a 


decision this committee decided to 
convene a special general meeting 
of the TTPI on 14 July at Meerut 
Whatevei be the decision of the 
Meerut meeting the fart remains 
that it IS a pointless debate and the 
controvei sy of the TTFI vs> 
institutions issue is only doing 

One of the more successful 
women’s team. Union Bank with 
the Jayalaxmi Trophy InduPuri 
is second from right 


harm to the game m India After 
all other disciplines like cru ket, 
hockey football etc have always 
followed the practice of allowing 
the Railways the Services the 
petroleum and bank sports boaids 
andbimilat institutions in almost 
all nationals It is time that the State 
associations understand the basic 
truth that if they allow the 
institutions to play in the 
nationals it will be in the interest 
of the game and the players as 
well Otherwise isn t it the 
ultimate duty of the State 
asoriations to provide job 
oppoi tunities to their playci s’? 

And if Railways and othei 
institutions ai e giving jobs to 
talented and budding youngsters 
it is nothing but disguised I 

sponsorship of players which is 
frankly a gi eat deal moi e than 
what the State asociations can | 

clam to be doing Altcrall players 
don t play foi fun only a )ob and 
security give fiii ther impetus and 
encouragement 

Can the State associations 
sponsor playei s by giving tin in 
jobs? Having talked to many 
inteinational players this 
correspondent learnt that almost 
all the playei s are in f ivoui of the 
institutions Inking allowed to take 
part in the table tennis nationals 
under their lespctivi banners 
These intei nationals wish to 
remain anonymous lest the ITFI 
officials get angiy with them The 
playei s say that when they go 
abroad for intei national 
toui naments the i espective state 
associations aie not in a position 
to pay for their travel and other 
expenses iminediatrly 
Ultimately the institutions come 
to the I escue of th* playi i s by 
shelling out money immediately 
Thus the responsibility of State 
associations is shared by the 
instituMons 

There could be a solution to this 
present controversy hovei ing 
over the Tl’FI Let the fust two 
teams in the inter institutional 
tournaments be allowed to take 
pai t in the nationa Is with the 
status of a state team This 
practice was followed in the past 
and perhaps sooth the egos of 
State Associations 

Sujeet Mohanty 






> mSILLV point by TRISHANKUm»^m 

The Geoj^ And Bob Show 


A fter watching’ his countrymen humble the 
traditional enemies’, England, at the Lord’s 
Test and take an impressive 2-0 lead in the 
rubber Australian Prime Minister, Bob 
Hawke an ardent tan, flew over to Washington for a 
I state visit to the US 

I Sun ounded by hundreds of media persons. Bush 

I and Hawke played several rounds of golf We can 
imagine their conversation must have been on the 
following lines 

President Bush drives The ball sails down the 
middle of the fairway, 200 plus yards, 

outdistancing the balls-vnHHpF' 

played by the rest of the 

State James Baker, and 

“Gee, Bob, that’s nice ^ jB ' 

of you," says Bush But j. |pl||i|jB 
I ain’t as good as Steve 

Ballesteros But who ^ i , 

knows*^ With some more mM ♦ 

practice ’ Hawke ^ ^ I 

laughs ’’No, George. I ^ 

was not referring to that j* 

Steve We too have a j 

Steve whose driving 18 J g 

out of the world 
"Why didn’t you bring 
him with you*^ ’ asks jpH|||||||^^B 
Bush “We could have 
had a nice game ’’ iBH "' 

Hawke "Our Steve is a n|^H|||||||',4 
cricketer Steve Waugh 

Now, he is driving the A k 

English bowlers all over Js 

should see hun drive ’’ v O 

misses an easy putt ||||||||||||^. v ^ W ^ 

let me confess to a t 


1110 


somethmg Of course, you are most welcome to the 
White House and we look forward to active 
oo-operation with you Why don’t you ask this guy, 
Steve Waugh, to go easy on the Englishmen I am 
tellmg you this because, as you know, we have a 
special relationship with them and I wouldn’t like 
them to lose ’’ « 

Hawke gasps, “George, do you know what you are 
asking me*^’’ he exclaims, “For over four years, we 
have been awaiting this moment and with normal 
luck, could regain the ‘Ashes’ If only Steve and his 
skipper Allan Border and the other boys do 
n ~ ^ festival 

n. tune Down Under ” 

j Bush scratches his 

bUh “Did you mention 

‘Ashes"? What’s that’’’’ 
“Exactly that. Ashes,’’ 
^ replies Hawke “Kept in 

^ an urn in that holy place 

^ called Lord’s It’s as holy 

^ as the real Lord’s abode 

J|| for us Whomsoever 

HK * wins the senes can claim 

Hfl %||p President Bush now 

™ ^ laughs uncontrollably 

“An urn of ashes, ho ho 
^ ho ” he howls 

1^' “Listen, Bob You know 

fflr ™ ^ Maggie IS our special 

m favounte and we don’t 

M want her to lose, be it 

B cricket or the Common 

I Market Can’t we have !t 

I ^ B Hawke looks around 

t li i H him suspiciously ‘What 

iis ^ f do you propose*?” 

^iHli . “Look, just leave this 

Ba||||^B||||||| ‘j^hes’ to Maggie 
Inform your boys, 

H particularly this Steve 

R ^ ^ guy And I proimse you 

as much other‘ashes’as 

K'" i you want We have the 

B> X power to reduce the 

world to ashes hundred 
BBT times over And I’ll see 

|V I you get the best quality 

ashes, much better than 
^Rp , the one which is kept m 

^Hk'’ ^ that um ‘Must be old 

and stinking Come on, 
Bob, what’s an urn of 
^R ashes between fl-iends^” 
^R Bob Hawke picks up 

his golfclubs and walks 
flRHK9HHRLt,<,u;^R away 



niou^t- 

Provoking 



T HF confessions of Ben 

Johnson {Sportsworld. 28 
June) made 

thought-provokinjf reading 
The deposed and convicted athlete 
of Canada did manage to appear 
innocent But to consider Johnson 
as gullible would be a folly 
An athlete who admits to have 
taken drugs lor over seven years 
cannot be so ignorant as to be 
unaware of tin* purjiose of these 
drugs 

There is no doubt that doping 
I has helped Johnson to finish the 
lOOrn race at Seoul with an 
I inciedibletiniingof 9 79 seconds 
I But this alsocannot detract Irom 
I the fact that Johnson is also a 
1 superb athlete 

Anyway, the interesting thing 
IS how he IS going to perform in 
Barcelona If he flops there, t hen 
there goes his claims of him being 
the world's greatest athlete But it 
he succeeds in winning again, 
then surely he is a genius 
B GANESH. 

Jamshedpur 


Unwelcome 


T he i-ecent comments made by 
Stefan Edberg on women’s 
tennis are most unwelcome 
Though It 18 true that tennis is a 
power game than ever before, but 
I to claim that a player ranked 5000 
on the men’s computer rankings 
can defeat the women’s champion, 
18 sheer nonsense 
His comment that women's 
, tennis is unattractive to the 


spectators is far from the truth 
Spectators love to see long rallies 
which are rare m the men's game 
due to the powerful serve and 
volley style On the other hand, 
the women’s game is full of long 
rallies and it is a pleasure to 
watch 

VIBHUTl PATHAK, 

Indore 


The New King 


G raeme hick, the 23 year-old 
Rhodesian born cricketer who 
has dominated the first cla.ss 
cricket scene in England, is 
slowly being considered on a par 
with Sii’ Donald Bradman 
He IS surely the rising star and 
let’s hope that he can do siniilai 
bieatli taking perfoi mances in 
Test cricket also 
SATYANARA YAN DAS, 

Orissa 


A Great footballer 


K arl heinz rummenigge 

has caded it a day He was one 
ol the greatest loot ballet s ol the 
modern era It is a pity ho did not 
receive the adulation h«* deserved 
as he lived in an era m which 
there were two gentlemen called 
Uiego Maradona and Michel 
Platini It .seems that he was also a 
great human being since he had a 
baker for a f riend Let us salute 
the man 

ROHITKAPOOR 

Calcutta 


Disgusted 


I AM really disgusted at the way 
critics have blamed Petei 
Shilton for c onceding a goal 
against Denmark {Sportsworld 
28 June) Over the years, it has 
been noticed that the critics have 
been rather hai sh especially on 
Peter Shilton 

They forget that this is the man 
who kept England’s hopes alive on 
so many occasions in the past 
Peter Shilton, is easily the best 
wicketkeeper today And the way 
that he is playing, he has clearly 
defied his age 
RAJSAXENA. 

New Delhi 


Disagree 


I completely disagree with Gul 
Hammeed Bhatti's contention 
that Snkkanth is the best one-day 
cricketer (Sportsworld, 5 July) 
The method adopted by him in 
analysing the best is wrong 
Snkkanth has bowled a mere 400 
balls in one-day cricket, so how 
can he be called an all-rounder''* 
We agree that he can tear apart 
any bowling but that does not 
mean that he is an all-rounder 
How can he be rated ahead ol 
other greats like Ian Botham, Viv 
Richards, Allan Border, Richard 
Hadlee and our very own Kapil 
Dev7 

RURAL and DOLLAR. 

Haryana 


What ails Indian hockey? 


W HAT actually ails Indian 
hockey‘s Over the past few 
years, there has been a steady 
decline in the game and the i ecenl 
debacle in the Champions Trophy 
also accelerated the decline 
The team’s finish at the bottom 
ol the table clearly shows that we 
have not made any improvement 
whatsoever in the past two years 
And it is the same old reason of 
'poor finishing’ that is hampering 
our result And surely a lack of 
stamina and the killer-instinct 
has also played its lole 
The time has come to seriously 
think twice about sending Indian 
teams to international 
tournaments and then get 
humiliated there It is better to 
stay back home 
TANMOY GHOSH, 

Calcutta 


AUar 

A fter reading the confessions 
of Ben Johnson, I realised th.it 
Ben IS not only a cheat but also a 
liar Now it IS clear that he is not a 
victim of a sporting controvei sy 
He has taken drugs for the past 
seven years and so. now. no one 
can be blamed lor his taking of 
anabolic steroids Ho was fully 
aware of what he was doing 
SOUMITDAS. 

West Bengal 

_ 







QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. "The Giants outwitted the 
Bears...” To which sport does it 
refer and which are the teams 
referred to? 

2. Which is the first canoe club of 
the world? 

3. What is‘Rob Roy'? 

4. For what do the initials C.M AS. 
stand? 

i 5. Why is it not correct to say'a ship 
j travels at 12 knots per hour’? 

i ANSWERS 

i 

{ i. American football, New York 
Giants, Chicago Bears. 

2. Canoe Club (Estd, 1866 at the 
Star and Garter Hotel, Richmond, 
Surrey) 

3. A kayak designed by John 
MacGregor, founder of the 
world’s first canoe club. He 
toured rivers throughout Europe 
in that kayak. 

4. Confederation Mondiale des 
Activites Subaquatiques (World 
Underwater Federation) 

5. One knot is equal to one sea-mile 
(6080 feet) per hour. So one 
should say a ship travels at 12 
knots. 

RanlltGliOM 

■■■■■ 

No apologies for highlighting a 
second Kasparov game in quick 
succession. After all he is the 
world champion. Last time I 
discussed his combative attitude 
with black. 

This is another example of 
“black magic”. It may be very 
exciting but so is walking a 
tightrope. Apart from the 
imagination and technical skills 
involved, most people simply don't 
possess the guts required to play 
like this. 

White: Belyavsky; Black: 
Kasparov. Grunfeld Defence 
1 d4 Nf6 2 C4 g6 3 Nc3 dS 4 Nf3 
Bg7 5 Qb3 dc4 6 Oxc4 0-0 7 e4 
Na0 8Be2 c5 9 d5 e6. Kasparov 
has played this with mix^ results 
against Karpov and excellent 
results against everyone else. 
Karpov normally goes 10 0-0 edS 
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11 edS and tries to use his space 
advantage. 

lO Bg5 edS 11 Nxd5 Be6 12 
0 -0-0 BxtiS 13 RxdS Qb6 14 Bxf6 
Qxf6 15 eS Qf5. Castling queen 
side as Belyavsky does is much 
more aggressive and 
dangerous—for both sides. The 
threat of 16—Bh6-h forces white’s 
reply after which—Nb4 is always 
in air. 

10Bd3Qc8 17Rdl?b5!. Even 
17 Rd6 could be met by 17—b5 
with great complications. 18Qh4 
Nb4 19 Bxg6. This is desperation 
as 19 Rd6 c4 20 Be4 c3 21 a3 22 
ab4 cdxQ-t- is easily wihning for 
black. 

19--fg6 20 Rd7 Qe8! 21 Re7 
(Diagram). 21 a3 Nc6 22 e6 Rxf3 
23 Rxg7 + Kxg7 24 Rd7 Qxd7 25 
ed7 Rf6 is easier. 21—Bh0 + !! 22 
Kbl Rd8! 23 Rd6Qc6! Belyavsky 
had missed this sequence which 
relentlessly exploits white’s king 
exposure. 

24 a3 Rxd6 25 ed6 Qxd6 26 ab4 
cb4 27 Qe4 b3! White can prevent 
mate by means of either 28 Qe6 -i- 
Qxe6 29 Rxe6 Rc8 30 Rel Rc2; or 
28 Nd4 Rf4 29 Qa8 -I- Bf8. In both 
cases black is winning easily. So 
Belyavsky threw in the towel (0-1) 



BRIDGE 

The EP90N Worldwide Bridge 
Contest is the biggest official 
sporting event according to the 
Guinness book of records. Even 
though many of the heats in 
China had to be cancelled due to 
the recent disturbances there, 
more than 80,000 people took part 
in this year’s contest held on 9 
June and a Chinese'p^r, 


Zongxiang and Kerning, returned 
the best Asian performance, 
placing 27th worldwide with a 
score of 74.83%. The world’s best 
came from a heat at the Ilutnik 
Club in Poland where Wojciech 
Biegajlo, 31, and Dariusz 
Zembruzuski, 30, racked up 
79.17%. At Calcutta’s Saturday 
Club, the best performance .was by 
my friends Tapan Ghosh and Arait 
Dasgupta, a well-known hockey 
player of the late sixties, but their 
score of 61.28% was nowhere near 
even India’s best of 70.50% 
recorded at Ahmedabad by 
Vinubhai Panchal and M.L. Shaw. 
This Epson hand presented an 
interesting play problem: 



NOnTH((Jummy) 

<;> 7 Z 

<7 A J a 3 Z 

O 3 

4 AK 10 9 7 

WEST 

EAST 

# J 9 8 5 

♦ K 

C> 10 9 8 5 

C? K 0 4 

O K 6 

O J 10 9 8 7 Z 

4k 0 8 4 

4k 6 S 3 


sours 

4 AQ10 6 4 3 

7 

O A 0 5 4 

4k J Z 


The contract was generally four 
spades and after a diamond bid by 
partner. West led the king. The 
4-1 trump split seems to spoil the 
chances of making 12 tricks but 
in Calcutta Prakash Kejriwal, a 
national title winner, showed th^ 
it still was possible (playing in 
six(!) spades at Cairo, Jaggy 
Shivdasani also found the same 
play to land his ambitious 
contract). Prakash won the lead, 
ruffed a diamond and led a spade 
from the table. Up popped the 
king with all the marks of a 
singleton written on it. Declarer 
won, led a heart to the ace and 
ruffed a heaxt. Then came club 
jack to the king and another heart 
ruff. With the fall of the 
king—queen of hearts, declarer 
no longer needed the club finesse 
and so crossed over to the club ace, 
cashed heart jack stuffing a 
diamond from handand ruffed a 
club in hand. Now came the good 
diamond queen—West had to ruff 
and lead away from his jack-nin^ 
of trumps into Prakash’s 
queen-ten. \ 

SantamiChOM 
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West German fana at Wimbledon. They must have taken great pains 
paintin g their faces with the colours of their national flag. But Boris 
Becker and Steffi Graf made it all worth the time and trouble 











The man they can’t keep down! 


BOTHAM 'S back... and 

how! 

First it was cannabis. 
Then it was injury. 

Then, just as he was 
recalled for Test duty 
against the touring 
Aussies, Botham struck 
again. He thumped 
three Scottish guya at a 
pub. leaving one of them 
bleeding profusely from 
the nose. Close buddy 
Dennis Lillee, who was 
having a drink with 
Botham, didn't want to 
miss out on the action, 


Botham thumped 
three Scottish guys at 
a pub, leaving one of 
them bleeding 
profusely from the 
nose. Close buddy 
Dennis Lillee, who 
was having a drink 
with Botham, didn’t 
want to miss out on 
the action, and landed 
a few punches of his 
own too. 


and landed a flaw 
pouches of his own too. 

The eyewlttnesses say 
Botham was chattixig up 
some girls who were 
with the three Scottish 
guys, and they didn't 
take too kindly about 
that (i^ould think so). 
When informed about 
their dlsplsasiue, 
Botham decided that 
action spoke louder than 
words, 

Botham, however, has 
aiiuther version. He says 
he was ^tting quietly. 


munching on a burger 
when this guy just 
slammed him from the 
back. The rest was all 
self-defence. As for 
Lillee, he denies lifting 
even a small finger in 
his friend’s assistance. 

Even as England’s 
superstar works himself 
into a right royal mood 
to take on the 
rampaging Aussies, 
England struggled to 
put together a playing 
11 . 

But the hopes are 
pinned firmly on 
Botham recapturing his 
early 80’s form and 
taking the battle to the 
Australians. As Tony 
Greig, sees it, the 
English selectors have 
three main reasons for 
inducting a 

just-recovering Botham 
into the side. Greig’s 
reasons; 

A) the addition of a 
world-class allrounder 
gives the England side a 
balance. 

B) His mere presence 
will give Gower’s men a 
buzz because, above all, 
Botham is a t^-match 
player. 

C) He has the 
ag^reession as a bowler 
to stir things up and 
make things hot, not 
just for Waugh but for 
tailenders like Geoff 
Lawson, Merv Hughes 
and Terry Alderman. 

While accepting that 
Botham has the power to 
transform a side which 
has lacked not only 
balance but direction 
and fighting spirit, 

Greig has the foresight 
to warn his country not 
to expect a one-man 
rescue act from their 
hero. Every single 
player in that England 
XI will have to pull his 
weight. And more. 







I He was an angelic 
choirboy, singing 
for a short while at 
the St. John's Church. 
His mother Marie 
says; “Ian can’t sing a 
note, but they were 
short of choirboys. So, 
he did a lot of miming, 
especially when they 
got to the tricky 
parts.’’ 

2 In the face of all 
the accusations 
made against her son, 
Marie Botham says; 
“He’s a very generous 
person. He’ll be the 
last person to do 
anyone any ill” 

3 One of Botham’s 
earliest thrills was 
winning his Leaping 
Wolf Badge with his 
local cub pack. 

4 His adventurous 
nature emerged 
early when his right 
arm needed 15 
stitches after falling 
off a tree at a school 
camp in Devon. 

5 He was Chelsea’s 
biggest fan. When 
they won the the FA 
cup in 1970, young Ian 
persuaded his mum to 
decorate his bedroom 
in the club colours, 
with the word 
Chelsea’ stencilled on 
all the walls. 

5 His love for 
pranks also 
emerged early w'hen 
he almost gave his 
char lady a heart 
attack by placing a 
plastic snake behind a 
chair. Another of his 
passions used to be 
hiding live spiders in 
his sisters’ —Dale and 
Wendv —beds. 


7 He was going to be 
named Iain after 
his mum’s fondness 
for Scotland, but dad 
Les preferred the 
English spelling Ian. 

8 At age seven, he 
practised his 
signature over and 
over again, eventually 
getting ticked off by 
his mother. To which 
he replied “But mum, 
one day someone will 
be asking for my 
autograph. So, I must 
practise.’’ 

9 At Buckler’s Mead 
School, Yeovil, the 
teenaged Botham was 
known as either 
Blossom and 
Bungalow! 

i ^ He did three 
X \J newspaper 
rounds every Sunday 
just so that he could 
raise enough money 
to go on a school 
Mediterranean cruise 
on the ship Uganda. 
After managing to put 
enough money 
together, Botham 
borrowed his parent’s 
cine-camera for the 
trip. It never worked 
again. 


ot 


n Sometimes, 
when school 
too much, he nipped 
off for a pint at his 
local pub. The Green 
Dragon. Ever the 
big-hearted person, 
he used to invite some 
of his teachers to join 
him. 

1 O Botham would 
X ^ never have 
happened if dad Les 
hadn’t bothered with 
a dental check-up at a 
naval camp at 


THINGS YOU PROBABLY 

DIDN’T 
KNOW 
ABOUT 


Culcheth, near 
Warrington, in 1947, 
That’s where he met 
and fell in love with a 
pretty nurse named 
Marie. 

i Q Botham’s 
X O ball-skills 
aren’t all the result of 
hard work. He 
inherited some from 
his dad who was a 
talented centre-half, 
even trying out for 
the Bolton 
Wanderers. 


M Botham was 
once 

considered by Bert 
Head as a pro 
footballer for Crystal 
Palace, biventually he 
did play the league 
for Scunthorpe, 
making his debut 
■ g a i n s t B o u r n e m o u t h 
in March 1980. 




1 C'■irowiiit.: lip 
1, O wilh ^ i;it y 
Sobi.'rs as his idol, lu- 
evciilually seitkvi 
down to admitlinp tlie 
tocluiHjiio and .^tylo ol 
Allan iioi'dor. l)a\ ul 
(Jowc-r and Viv 
Richards. 


1 ^ Al ter windinp 
XO hiniself np into 
near frenzy time after 
time, he relaxes by 
listening to chassical 
music. His current 
craze being Fingal'.s 


Cave by 

Mendelssohn. Also 
likes Robert I.udlum 
books. 


1 “7 Dad Les can’t 
X / Uike all credit 
for his hall-skills. 
Mum Mane also 
played cricket, being 
a useful ailrounder 
for the Vad Nursing 


Staff 
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Fame and 
fortune 


haven't turned the 
man’s head. He still 
maintains close 
contacts with old 
school buddies like 
Robin I’revett, with 
whom he won the 
Somerset tinder-16 
badminton doubles 
championship. 


X y warned by a 
former headmaster, 
Alun Morgan, that h( 






anything in life if he 
persisted with such 
an unhelpful 
attitude 
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Met his wife 
Kathy througli 


Unan Close, wlio 
introduced them 
since Kathy's parents 
w'ere good t riciuls ot 


Close’s 


Pr*<i##p Londtxi 





I uncomfortable in such shallow 
waters. But not today. Driven by 
his hunger, the beast lunged 
forward. Lining its beady eyes on 
the fluttering legs, it moved in for 
the kill. The man shuddered with 
the sheer impact of the attack, his 
body heaved clear out of the water. 
The sea boiled red as man and 
beast struggled, one driven by 
hunger and the other 
strengthened by his desire for 
survival. Suddenly, just as 
silently as it had come, the shark 
turned away and spiralled away 
into the murky depths. The man, 
blood still tainting the sea from a 
badly mangled wound, headed for 
shore with jerky, painful strokes. 

Peter Benchley of Jaws fame 
would be proud of that, wouldn't 
he? But that scene was how I 
pictured the Ivan Lendl-Boris 
Becker semifinal on centre court. 
Lendl, the blue shark, not 
satisfied with the Bathmans, 
Lundgrens and Goldies that he 
had devoured on his way to the 
semifinal, first pursued Boris 
Becker, even as the West German 
seemed headed for safety by 
winning the first set and breaking 
in the second. Then Lendl, 
refusing to go away hungry, 
attacked. Breaking back, lie 
levelled set scores and even pulled 
Becker under by taking the third 
set and breaking in the fourth. 
Just as everyone thought Becker, 
the swimmer, was gone, Lendl 
shocks everyone—the four 
overrules by the chair umpire 
notwithstanding^y releasing 
his deathgripand sinking 
silently. Becker lives, barely. To 
swim another day. 

John McEnroe might be looking 
to get back where he was before. 
Ivan Lendl, however, is looking to 
get to places where he hasn’t been 
yet. And the most important place 
of all is the top of the Wimbledon 
heap. He’ll have to wait another 
year thoufi^, because a red-haired 
boy fiom Leimen has just shoved 
him into the elevator and pressed 
the ’down’ button. 

But against his Wimbledon 
nemesis—Becker—Lendl 
suddenly found himself afflicted 
with an acute case of doubt. Doubt 
at his ability to excel on grass: and 
doubt his belonging in the final. 


While Becker, the two-time 
champion—should that read 
two-timing champion, 
considering he’s been dating a 
fashion model here while his 
girlfriend Karen went back to 
Hamburg for her exams!-was 
totally at home on Centre Court, 
Lendl hesitated fatally. 

Ivan Lendl would do very well to 
sit down and take a good long look 
at his defeats at Wimbledon. Two 
final losses—one to Boris Becker, 
the other to Pat Cash. Four 
semifinal losses—two to Becker, 
one to Jimmy Connors and one to 
John McEnroe. C'mon Ivan, those 
are the best grass courters in the 
world we’re talking about. Losing 
to them on All England Club grass 
doesn’t mean you don’t b^ong. 
Look at what Becker had to say 
about your game against him this 
year: “Definitely I think be has 
improved his game since then 
(last year’s semifinal when Becker 


I van Lendl would have been 
much happier if the 
storyline had been scripted 
by Peter Benchley, and not by 
fate. Afterall, in Benchley’s 
novel, the swimmer doesn’t 
get away 


beat him). He has many more 
shots now on grass than he had 
before.” 

Will he be back? You bet he will. 
‘Tm not going to roll over and not 
try again, so it’s going to be hard 
for a while,” Lendl said after his 
loss, going on to add “but Tm sure 
I’ll get over it and hoepfiiUy I’ll 
play better next year again. ” 

And all these years of trying to 
win here haven’t dimmed his 
burning desire. Looking back at 
all the years he’s been trying to lift 
that coveted trophy, Lendl said "it 
would be that much sweeter if I 
do. It’s not sweet enough if it 
comes too easy.” 

But for now, Ivan Lendl would 
have been much happier if the 
storyline had been scripted by 
Peter Benchley, and not by fate. 
After all,, in Benchley’s novel, the 
swimmer doesn’t get away, does 
he? 


BY PRADEEP PAUL, WIMBLEDON 







T he All England 
CSub having been 
prlinr to many of 
Jcdui Mc&iore'e unrec- 
ogniaalde lobe, have too 
become masters of die- 
gulae. Assailed by the 
ombarassing levels of 
EngHah tennis through 
the past 20 years, thm 
have ensured tiiat vlsi' 
tore, especially the gap¬ 
ing Yanks are reminded 
that once upon a time 
there was such a speofea 
as the English Cham¬ 
pion of Wimbledon. So 
the huge wrought hron 
entry gates have been 
labelled the 'Doherty 
Qates’ to honour the 
broUiers Reginald and 
Laurie who wcm here a 
mere nine times. For 
grandfathers to 

rsad tlm finely carved 
names, a statue of Fred 
Pe rry , triple winner, ia 
with all the si^Mlety of 
Becker’s serve, ]daoed 
immediately Inside, sur¬ 
rounded by a quaint 


lack of it gives the im¬ 
pression teat olotii is 
rationed in London. 

Then there ia the 
‘Viewing Lane’. This ia 
oppotito the main entr¬ 
ance to the clubhouse, 
where for reasons 
beyond my oomprdien- 
slo n, ev eryone goes 
‘EEEEEEE’ when Boris i 
Becker appearsand an¬ 
xious fbr varimian, go 
‘OOOOOOOOO’ when 
Prlxmees Diana emerges. 
The visiting Aussie 
oriaketers evoked no vio¬ 
lent deoib^ rea cti on for 
obvious reasons. 

On the left of Gentor 
Court are twelve courts, 
including court no. 2, 
the Oraveyard of Cham¬ 
pions’. where Mrs. Segu- 
80 and Mrs. Flach went 
through ewny oonoiev- 
able human emotion, en¬ 
ding with a giggle, a 


mock show of trembling 
hands and a blown kiss 
to their respective hus¬ 
bands vdw came down 
hrom two sets down to 
beat Woodforde and 
Mecir. 

Incidentally, the high¬ 
ly giftedbut lasy Medr 
has a veiy original name 
liar his son: Miloslav. In¬ 
cidentally again, thme 
were also two Jan Kodes* 
in the draw, one in the 
over 36 version, the 
other, a Junior, an inves¬ 
tigation into their fami¬ 
ly-ties ia on. 

Out of the 12 courts 
here, nos 4-12 are the 
easiest to get seating, 
for they boast at match¬ 
es like Miss C. Caverza- 
sio and MMs. 8. Farina 
Vs Mis. K. Qoodridge 
and Mias. K. Sharpe, 
though let us not be un¬ 
kind for Miss. C. Caher- 


Don*t forget your manners at Wimbledon 




aaslo may one day be 
greeted with exolama- 
tions of ‘EEEEEBEEB’. 

Further away, behind 
Center Court are courts 
14-17 and the picnic 
parks, camera hire oen- 
tres, and Short tennis 
exhibitions. Squatting 
quietly in One comer ia a 
rathm' mm-deeoript tent- 
house identified in large 
letteriM aa the 'Last 
Bight Caub’. For the un- 
inniated, thie is a high^ 
preetigouB piece of tar¬ 
paulin, where only a 
select few may tread. B 
is restricted to the last 
eight of the sixties 
draw, (the quarter final¬ 
ists) and the last four 
(semi finalists) of the 
douhtee. JOhn McEnroe 
has Vtisy AmritreJ and 
Ramesh Krishnan for 
company there, and now 
even tknknown Paul 
Chamberlin can sneak in 
for a *Lager, Mate’. Sor¬ 
ry he’s Amsiioan, make 
that a 'Beer, Buddy'. 

Neighbouring this is 
an equally formidable 
tent, grandeously label¬ 
led, The International 
Merohandising Shop’. 
My ooUeague Pradeep 
Paul, despite friendly 
warnings, casually 
strolled In there, the 
brave man, only to exit 
speedily seconds later, 
mutterii^ under his 
breath. It was some- 
tiling to do with a track¬ 
suit of 99.99, pounds 
sterling, not to mention 
socks for, was it 20 
pounds. Abargain coun¬ 
ter for Yankee Mil- 
lionairee. A quick road 
to povm^ for noncha¬ 
lant pen-pushers. 

In the dally program- 
mo, a sort cf bromure. 
that includes the order 
of play. Among the 
other things, 'spedators 
are remiimed, IX) NOT 
apphuid a net cord <x 
doulde fault*. Remember 
never forget to bring 
ycnxr oeftifloate ot good 
mammrs. Easily avail¬ 
able on character inapeo- 
tion from the All mig- 
laafi Club. Br, after ii 
ABf 0Dly,...,plea8ei 


























• Save fuel • Extend engine life • Reduce engine repairs 


Engine RPM is tt>e unfailing key 
to fuel economy and reduced 
engine wear and tear. 
Determlnlr>g the optimum RPM, 
(usually in the mid-range), 
when the engine develops 
maximum ‘TORQUE”, isn't easy. 

Too high an RPM and fuel 
economy reduces with 
Increased wear and tear on 
the engine. Too low, and you're 
losing out on fuel economy 
again, while straining the engine. 


So take the guess work out of 
gauging optimum RPM. Install 
the new electronic RPM meter 
—from PRICOL. Designed for 3 
and 4 cylinder petrol engines, 
optimum RPM range for each 
vehicle is given with the meter. 

Start saving money right away. 
Go on a money saving drive, 
with a Pricol electronic RPM 
meter. 
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ENGINE RPM-> 


-f pricol-*- 

Premier Instruments and Controls Ltd. 

Post Box No 6331.108/8. Avanashi Road Coimbarofe-64i 037 India 
Phone 042231521 22 23,24 Grams PRICOL Telex 0855 376 PiL IN 

Distributors; South; • T V. Sundaram lyerigar S, Sons Ltd, • Madras Auto Sen^ice • Sundaram Mo'ors • India Motor Parts & Accessories Ltd (IMPAL) 

North- • IMPAL {New De«ii, Jalandhar, Ja'pur, Jodhpur & Kanpur) • Motor Sales Co (Delhi & Kanpur) • Lakshmi Motor Co (Delhi) • Daulat Motor Co (Jaipur) 
West; • Central Automobiles (Bombay, Ahmedabad A Indore) East; • IMPAL (Calcutta. Patna Cuttack. Gauhaii A Dhanbad) • Goyal Auto Agencies (Gauhati) 


Rs. 600 /- Only. 

Inclusive of Excise. CST & Octroi Local Sales tax extra. 


M4AC0l*»<UhiCAT|0NSI>RIC0L 4B9A 






... it crossed the limit. 


Presenting the KB100 RTZ.With the new super-tuned Delta engine. 


We've improved the RTZ's engine 
It's now got the latest Kawasaki 
technology Working for you 

It's got o unique power-box The 
resonator For that superb throttle 
response Even your fuel consumption's 
improved By an extra 5 to 7% 

The RTZ has a brand new cylinder 
block With 28% more cooling area 


The result good driveability of low speeds 
And cooler running even on long hauls 

The RTZ has a 'cold' spark plug If 
lasts longer And helps the engine run 
cooler The RTZ now comes with 
chrome-plated piston rings Which 
increases engine life The new 
polyurethane washable oir filter 


IS easy to service ^ 

It's also got o rust proof fuel tank 
Stronger rear shockers A modified 
muffler A new fuel filter And two exotic 
new colours A rich wine red and a deep 
bronxe gold 

A word of advice It's futile to look 
for a belter bike After all the RTZ is an 
unbeatable combination 
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THE SPORTSWOHLD-MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sporisworid for ayear and you will get free books of your 
choice from Marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a txjok delivered to you 

Following are the books you can choose from 



Any TWO for a year’s subscription 

Howzatt'l Cricket Cartoons Rs 20 (actual price) 
Reliance tMok of one^y mtemalionai cncket records Rs 45 
Ian Botham sports annual Rs 73 
Table fbnnis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Rs 86 

The Guardian book of sports 1962/83 Annum Rs 364 
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< < Ityr oney 
It A gives 
you certain 
freedoms, 
which, to be 
honest, are 
good. But it 
cannot buy you 
the simple 
things like 
going around 
the corner to a 
bar and having 
a drink” 


4(T cannot 
Ahave a 
day-to-day 
relationship 
with a woman, 
Karen and I 
have to be very 
careful about 
the way we lead 
our lives...I 
have to 
surround 
myself with 
those people 
who keep me 
safe. It’s the 
onlv wav” 





W HAT price 
fame? While 
the rest of the 
world invents 
new shades 
of green 
thinking 
about the 
glamour life 
led by the superstars, 
does anyone spare a 
thought for the 
superstars themselves? 

Take the three-time 
Wimbledon champion, 
for instance. Boris 
Becker’s life has never 
been the same since he 
catapulated into 
superstardom, beating 
Kevin Curren in the 
Wimbledon final of 
1985. 

“1 have no private life 
at all—and that’s a high 
price to pay” says 
Becker while insisting, 
that inspite all his tennis 
triumphs he would love 
to be the normaQ guy and 
pop around the corner to 



Becker yearns for 
privacy. 

Quoting: the instance 
of his girlfriend Karen 
and him planning on 
going skiing, Becker 
said; “1 cannot have a 
normal day to day 
relationship with a 
woman. Karen and I 
have to be very careful 

fond of youth—a period 
of his life he never really 
knew—goes on to say. 
“What’s so bad is that I 
don’t know how to talk 
to people my age. I make 
mistakes with them 
because I think I know 
what they are thinking." 
Then, with the wisdom 
he has garnered on 

1 BORIS BECKER || 


Becker's girlfriend 
Karen Schultz 
(sitting ill brown next 
to coach Bob Brett) 
watches Boris play 
his first round match 
against Bryan 
Shelton. Karen 
apparently went back 
midway through 
Wimbledon to 
Hamburg for her 
exams and Becker 
was supposedly 
dating an English 
fashion model during 
that period. 


sometimes, like any 
other human being" he 
says while adding that 
his relative inexposure 
to the outside world has 
also got him into trouble 
on more than one 
occasion. “At times 1 am 
more open than I should 
be,” he confesses and 
adds with the same 
breath “1 have to 
surround myself with 
those people who will 


NO PRIVATE LIFE! 


have a drink. But it can’t 
be so anymore. Growing 
up in the public 
spotlight, Becker may 
have three Wimbledon 
titles and piles of money 
but says: “Money gives 
you certain freedoms 
which, to be honest, are 
good. But it cannot buy 
you the simple things 
like going around the 
corner to a bar and 
having a drink”. 
Something you and I 
take for granted. 

Spending most of his 
time locked away in 
hotel rooms, his parents 
home in Leimen or 
behind the high-tech 
security network that 
secures his pad in the 
tax haven of Monaco, 


about the way we lead 
our lives”. Not 
surprising Becker and 
Karen were mobbed on 
their way to the ski lift, 

I eventually calling off 
their plans as a bad joke. 

The man who 
converses so fluently on 
court with his blue and 
red Puma racket also 
confesses that he is ill at 
ease with people of his 
own age. Having 
parachuted into 
glamour so young, 
Becker has always spent 
his time with older 
people and says; *’In 
some ways I’m ahead of 
other 21-year-olds. In 
others I am far behind". 
The West German 
manchild, known to be 


court and off it, he 
accepts that they live m 
a world very different to 
the one he inhabits 

Denying that what ho 
has achieved is 
something so special 
that he should be placed 
on a pedestal, Becker 
points out that he is 
human too “I look out of 
the window and ask Is 
this really me, dol know 
what I am doing?”, He 
says, adding "In 
everything, I want to be 
honest and true to 
myself. It doesn’t matter 
how I brush my teeth in 
the morning or how my 
first serve is going—it 
matters how I feel 
inside”. 

“I make mistakes 


keep me safe It is the 
only way” 

But can you have just 
the glory and 
money—without the 
mob-adulation and 
public scrutiny that 
goeis with it?C’mon 
Boris, you’ve said 
yourself that “It’s 
important to me that I do 
things my own way”: 
Likewise you won 
Wimbledon your own 
way. Now face up to 
superstardom in your 
own way too. McEnroe 
handles it brazenly, 
fjendl handles it 
elusively. How will you 
handle it? Candidly? 


Pradeep Paul, 
London 











THE INDIAN CRICKETERS' NORTH AMERICAN TOUR 



OUR NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT GEORGE THOTTAM, 
WHO WITNESSED INDIA PLAY WEST INDIES AND 
PAKISTAN IN THE UNITED STATES, PROVIDES THE BCCI 
AND THE INDIAN PUBLIC SOME FURTHER FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT IN THE PRESENT CONTROVERSY 




PTER an ini¬ 
tial stand that 
seemed to be 
‘tough’ the 
Board Of Con¬ 
trol For Cricket In India (BCCI) 
appears to be dragging its feet 
over the cricketers' trip to North 
America It will not be before the 
first week of August that a deci¬ 
sion IS taken, that is if any deci¬ 
sion IS taken at all Now it is time 
for the story of the North Amer¬ 
ican trip to be told The story of 
the kind of cricket our ‘ambassa 
dors’ played to promote the game 
in the ‘Land of Opportunities' 
The Indian players and the 
organizers claimed that the 
matches which have got our 
cricketers into hot water, were 
organized to promote the game in 
the United States As it turned out, 


T he mortifying 
moment for the 
Indian 

supporters was reserved 
at the very end. They 
were cheated out of a 
sentimental victory as 
the Indian XI ran out of 
players within three 
runs of a win 


cricket was the last priority of our 
heroes and their hosts 
However, one must admire 
these men foi sparing a few hours 
from their very busy schedule to 
appear at these matches (often 
late)' Only the coming years will 
tell how their generous contribu¬ 
tion has promoted cricket on 


American soil i 

More than a couple of months 
have passed since these matches 
were played But the bad taste left 
in the mouth of the unsuspecting 
spectators will last for a long time 
In the words of one spectator, an 
Indian by the way, "It was a class¬ 
less, tasteless performance by a 
bunch ol spoiled players who 
brought little credit to India and 
the game Yet neither the local 
Indian mc'dia. which consists of 
several Indian weekly newspapers 
and television programmes nor 
the Indian news agencies, pro¬ 
vided an objective picture of the 
cricketers’ showing Then atti¬ 
tude to the games siemed as if 
they were a bunch of amateur 
mercenanes who were taking the 
game against a talented and dedi¬ 
cated West Indian XI under Viv 


DID SIDHU PLAY IN AMERICA 


W hile; the 
Board of 
Control For 
Cricket in India is 
trying to figure out 
whetherR W V 
Raman participated 
in the match against 
West Indies m Mount 
Vernon, New York, or 
not, everyone has 
taken it for granted 
that Navjot Sidhu 
flew home without 
any involvement in 
the exhibition 
matches in North 
America During the 
80th over of the 
match in Mount 
Vernon Indian 
veteran Gundappa 
Vishwanath left the 
field The public 
address announcer 
identified the 
substitute fielder as 
Navjot Sidhu and 
paid him a glowing 
tribute for his 
century in the 
Kingston Test The 
man certainly looked 
like Sidhu The 
Indian opening 
batsman’s name 



also mentioned in the 
advertisements of the 
match Ifthemanon 
the field was not 
Sidhu (hence an 
impostor) the 
organizers did 
another number on 
cricket lovers m 


New York' 

When contacted 
later, one of the two 
commentators for the 
match (over the 
public address 
system), Orwell Hall, 
confirmed Sidhu’s 
participation He 


distinctly 
remembered the 
bearded Indian who 
he had seen in action 
in the West Indies a 
few weeks ago 
Arvind Garg, a New 
York-based Indian 
cameraman, who 
photographed the 
match for a local 
publication, and Rick 
Craig, one of the 
piomoters, also 
attested to Sidhu's 
participation 
Craig confirmed 
Raman’s absence in 
the match against the 
West Indies He 
couldn’t recall his 
name on the player’s 
roster None of the 
ads for the matches 
contained his name 
He was not present 
for the first match 
against Pakistan 
either The local 
reporters who 
covered the matches 
in Toronto and Los 
Angeles confirmed 
the fact that Raman 
did not appear in 
these matches 
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Richards and a professional and 
competitive Pakistani side under 
the fiery and inspiring Imran 
Khan. 

The playinjf conditions were far 
from ideal Kain played havoc 
with the matches in New York A 
stretch of c^arfiet on a patch of 
grass made for an atrocious sur¬ 
face for cricket. 

The first match, played against 
the West Indies on 6 May showed 
the Indians in their time colours, 
Here was the Indian Test team 
camouflaged as an India XI with 
the help of Sunil Gavaskar and 
Gundappa Vishwanath (who 
ixmld hardly bend to stop a ball). 
In spite of the presence of these 
retirees, it was hard to picture this 
India XI as anything other than 
the national team returning from 
the West Indies Dilip Vengsarkar 
led the side and besides the two 
erstwhile veterans, the entire 
team, which represented India in 
the first Test took the field: Kapil 
Dev, Arun Lai. M. Azharuddin, 
Ravi Shastri, S. Manjrekar, 
Arshad Ayub, Chetan Sharma, 
Kiran More, Sanjeev Sharma and 
Narendra Ilirwani Now blame the 
public for perceiving it as the 
Indian team. 

The West Indies XI consisted of 
Richards, Gordon Greenidge, 
Richie Richardson, Desmond 
Haynes. Keith Arthurton, Jeff Du- 
jon, Courtney Walsh, Tony Gray, 
P. Patterson and Joel Garner, the 
main liaison between the organiz- 


NSTEADofthe 
eleventh batsman 
came the 
following 
announcement on the 
public address system: 
*Kapil Dev is unable to 
bat due to illness.* The 
Indians had run out of 
players, l^e Indian XI 
missed an exciting win 
because they simply did 
not have another warm 
body to send to the 
crease. 


ers and the West Indian players. 
Veteran Clive IJoyd completed the 
line-up. 

According to Rick Craig, presi¬ 
dent of the North American Crick¬ 
et Association, which promotes 
the game in New York, New 
Jersey and Boston, representa¬ 
tives of the Madras-based Events 
International approached him to 
co-sponsor the match. He con¬ 
tacted the West Indian players 
through his friend Joel Garner. 
Ravi Shastri figured as the con¬ 
tact person between the Indian 
players and Events International 
at an early stage of the negotia¬ 
tions, he said. 

The Memorial Stadium in 
Mount' Vernon, suburban New 
York, was soaked in rain on the 


night previous to the match. The 
players arrived at around 12.30 
pm for the match scheduled to 
start as 11.00 am. A 4,000 capac¬ 
ity crowd of Indians and West 
Indians paid $ 12 or 20 to witness 
the game. Not quite a historic 
setting for American cricket; the 
West Indian and Indian Test 
cricketers had appeared in exhibi¬ 
tion matches at that venue in the 
past. , 

The Indian team embarrassed. 
Their callous approach to the 
game was evident from the word 
go. Half-hearted bowling and 
fielding against a bunch of experi¬ 
enced and talented West Indians, 
who took the matches seriously, 
was no boost to the game on 
the continent. 

The mortifying moment for the 
Indian supporters was reserved at 
the very end. They were cheated 
out of a sentimental victory as the 
India XI ran out of players within 
three runs of a win. At the end of 
the 29th of the 35 mandatoiy 
overs, the Indians were 158 for 5. 
They needed 25 runs to win in 6 
overs With top scorer Arun Ijal in 
full steam, and the leading West 
Indian pacemen having bowled 
their full quota, the Indians 
looked like I'etrieving a semblance 
of self respect with a win /or the 
side that had humiliated them in 
the Caribbean. 

Lai and Sanjeev Sharma were 
run out between the 30th Aid 
32nd overs. More and Hirwani 



THE ^DUCKING’ SPONSORS 


FTER three weeks of 
phone calls, Sportaworld 
eventually reached one 
of the two representatives of 
Events International, sponsors 
of the mateh between the India 
XI and the West Indies XI. And 
found him—a Mr 
Mitra—claiming complete 
ignorance about the details of 
the match. First he said that 
Events International had just 
used his name as a contact 
^ pennon. Then he said the real 
;/ sponsor was Rick Craig from 
* the New York-based North 
Eastern Cricket Association, 
rt When it was pointed out to 



him that this correspondent 
had several conversations with 
Craig, who claimed that he was 
only handling the West Indian 
end of the deal, he said, “I have 
nothing to do with Events 
International. They are horn 
London and just used my 
number as a contact." When 
asked about the reason for 
some of the Indian players 
leaving early, he saidri wish 1 
could help you. But I know 
nothing about the match.” 

The other Indian "contact 
person” Mr Monty was said to 
be in Cahfomia. Several calls 
1^ on his apswering machine 


were not returned. 

The organizer of the 
Indo-Pak series, Mr Mohmud 
Ahamed, who hails from 
Pakistan, was never available 
to talk. Contacting him 
twice—after innumerable 
phone calls— Ahamed 
promised to call back on both 
occasions. But never did. 

Only Rick Craig, the 
President of the I^^h Eastern 
Cricket Association, which 
co-sponsored the match against 
the West Indies, was willing to 
t«dk about the match and 
related issues. 






WERE THE GAMES TAKEN SERIOUSLY? 



A?I> 

'v. ji 


The two veterans Gavaskar and 
Lloyd f^ave the youngsters a 
lesson or two in professionalism 


O RWELL HALL, the West 
Indian commentator for 
the India-West Indies 
match was critical of the Indian 
performance “I was 
disappointed with their 
performance as a whole They 
did not seem to be aware that it 
was important for them to take 
the game seriously Granted it 
was an exhibition game But as 
professionals, they should have 
performed better than that 
When you play in a place like 
the United States, for one 
reason or the other, people who 
have not seen the game for a 


were dismissed in the same way in 
the 34th over, leaving Gundappa 
Vishwanath stranded without a 
partner The scorecard now read 
183 for 9 

Instead of the eleventh batsman 
came the following announcement 
on the public address system 
“Kapil Gev is unable to bat due to 
illness ” The Indians had ran out 
of players The Indian XI missed 


while (ten years for some) come 
to watch They expect you to 
perform like professionals 
When I was talking to the 
players, they kept on saying 
‘We are on vacation' and ‘this is 
an exhibition match’ I wouldn’t 
want to mention any names 
but even some West Indian 
players were not up to the 
mark The competitive edge 
was missing in the matches 
That IS what separated the 
professionals from the guys 
who don’t take the game 
seriously 

“Then you had players like 


an exciting win because they 
simply did not have another warm 
body to send to the crease 
Where wexe the other Indians 
who had appeared during the 
West Indies innings'^ India had 
opened with Lai and spinner 
Arshad Ayub, a strange combina 
tion The plot thickened aftei 
Ayub’s dismissal He left the 
ground immediately after his dis- 


Clive Lloyd givi ng their best 
Because he understcxxl what 
people coming to si'e him play 
expected He understood the 
seriousness of the occasion and 
what people expected h im to do 
‘ I don’t want to put the full j 

blame on the players The 
oi ganizer s also were not I 

set lous and professional 
enough It is nut enough to pay 
the players good money, they 
must see to It that the players 
take the game seriously as well 
It IS important to bring these 
facts to public attention, so that 
Cl icket will benefit in the future " 


missal Piom the wi. ket he 
walked away to a waiting car with 
his kit At the s,imc time Ravi 
Shasti 1 who did not 'lOther to bat 
walked off thiough a gate at the 
other end of the ground IfShasiii 
had other engagements, why 
couldn t he have opened the bat¬ 
ting with Arun Lal’^ Chetari Shar 
ma had also vanished from the 
scene after h’s eight oveis of bowl- 






ing He was replacod by Hirwani 
thereafter What happened to 
Sidhu who had leplacod Vish 
wanath in the field in the 20th 
over‘s Kapil who w.u> too sic k to 
bowl or fare a sin^j-le ball had no 
business plavuiff if he was too 
sick to t-oni(‘ and to (x,cupy one 
end of the tiease giving Vish- 
wanath a chance to scoie the re¬ 
maining luns foi his team hejw 
could he have fielded for quite a 
while'-’ 

Thcae are cfiiestions which will 
nevei bo answeied honestly 
Craig the only organizer willing 
(read available) to talk first cun 


I F Shastri had other 
engagements, why 
couldn’t he have 
opened the batting with 
Arun Lai? Chetan 
Sharma had also 
vanished from the scene 
after his eight overs of 
bowling 


tended that Kapil was a doubtful 
btiitci Until the last minute and 
was not well enough to bat He 
claimed that Shastri was the only 
one who left without batting, but. 


admitted later that Chetan Shar¬ 
ma and Sidhu had not batted 
either 

T he three-match senes 

between the India XI and the 
Pakistan XI was organized by the 
US cricket Control Board Inc , a 
private enter prise of Pakistani 
entrepreneurs which has nothing 
to do with the organization or 
running of the game on tlie 
subcontinent In fact, the US 
Cricket Association, based in 
Philadelphia is the organization 
affiliated to the International 
Cricket Council in Ijondon 


CHRONOLOGY OF MATCHES 


MAY 6 India XI 
captained by 
Vengsarkar, loses to 
West Indies XT, led by 
Viv Richards, at 
Mount Vernon in 
suburban New York 
by two runs as India 
did not have an 11 th 
batsman 


MAY 13 India XI led 
by Gavaskar, beats 
the Pak XI, led by 
Imran, in the last 
over in Randall’s 
Island Stadium in 
New York city 
MAY 14 Pakistan 
beat India in Toronto, 
Canada India, in a 


comfortable position 
with a total of 222 
after 34 overs, could 
do nothing as Imran 
'scored 40 runs in 15 
minutes to score an 
exciting win, not out 
at 93 India’s poor 
fielding and spin 
attack cost them the 


match 

IN the last match at 
the Los Angeles 
Coliseum, India was 
all but for 188 in 38 
overs, Imran taking 
thi ee wickets and 
scoring an unbeaten 
43 to win with three 
balls to spare 







a 




T||ayoung Indians 


14 








Joel Garner, the contact man for 
the West Indies, is thronged by 
American fans 
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THE US CRICKET CONTROL BOARD INC. AND THE US 

CRICKET ASSOCIATION 


T he organizers of the 
Indo-Pak series call 
themselves the US 
Cricket Control Board Inc. It 
has no listed phone number, no 
official address. It is purely a 
business organisation launched 
by a few Pakistanis headed by a 
certain Mahmud Ahmed of the 
CME Trading Enterprises in 
Queens, New York. The ‘board’ 
has nothing to do with the 
promotion of cricket in the 
country. 

The official organization, 
which is an associate member 
of the ICC, London, is the 
Philadelphia-based US Cricket 
Association. Sportsworld 
talked to its president Nazeer 
Khan and vice-president 
Jimmy Maharaj, and both denied 
any affiliation of the organizers 


of the matches, 

Khan had just returned from 
the ICC meeting in London He 
is upset about the unofficial 
tour of the Indian team. “It was 
illegal. It should not have taken 
place,” he insisted. “They (the 
Indian team) had no right to 
come to the US without our 
knowledge. Initially it was 
supposed to be a Gavaskar’s XI 
vs Imran Khan’s XI affair If it 
had remained like that, there 
would have been no problem, 
Then the names got changed to 
India XI and Pakistan XI. 

“There was a lot of talk about 
it at the ICC meeting and 
nobody is happy. It was 
suggested that in future no 
country should go to another 
without letting the respective i 
Board know. I 


“The Indian Cricket Control 
Board Inc. has nothing to do 
with us It was organised by a 
few people for financial gain. 
We are the only recognised 
body representing the game. 
The person who organisofl the 
series (Mr. Ahmed) got in touch 
with mo to tell me about the 
matches, not get permission or 
anything like that. I know him 
because 1 have played cricket 
with him. 

“The Indian Board asked us 
to file a formal complaint and 
we will lie doing that within a 
week We are not the only ones 
complaining. Canada also 
complained at the ICC meeting 
ai> one match was played in 
Toronto, they were also very 
upset”he concluded. 


There are indications that the 
series was planned before the 
Indian team left for the West 
Indies. The Asia Cup match in 
New York carried a price tag of $ 
20-100. And the Cup was 
conspicuously absent at the end of 
the match. By the time the 


roadshow hit Los Angeles, it had 
become the ‘North America Cup 
Series.’ 

In matches against Pakistan, 
Gavaskar took over the captaincy. 
India won the encounter in New 
York’s Randall’s Island partly 
because of the discipline Gavaskar 


was able to inject into his team. 

The advertisements for the 
series included the names of 
Shastri, Ayuband Chetan 
Sharma, but they had already left 
for England. Were the organizers 
ignorant about it as late as a week 
before the match? Mohinder 
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Chetan Sharma bowled his eierht 
overs and left the ground 


THE THEORY OF THE MISSING PLAYERS. 


A CCX)RDINGtooneof 
the organizers of the 
India West Indies 
match Ravi Shastn might 
have left early because he had 
to catch a flight to London to 
fulfill his obligations to 
Glamorgan 

For argument’s sake, grant 
that Chetan Sharma, Navjot 
Sidhu and Arshad Ayub also 
had to leave for the airport 
thatevenmg Then why didn't 
Shastn or Sidhu open with 
Ayub m the match at New 
York’ Were the organizers so 
Ignorant about the traffic 
conditions m New York to 
plan the match on the day of 
the flight of these players’ 
Then what was the meaning 
of the ‘mn date’ advertised for 


the day after (May 7’) Were 
they going to play without 
four of the promment players 
whose names had been used to 
sell the tickets 
If these gentlemen left town 


T he organisers 
were so 
disappointed 
with the mediocre 
approach of the Indian 
players that they were 
contemplating an 




rather than a flat fee for 
future exhibitions 


that night, how come the 
names of Shastn, Ayub and 
Chetan appeared m all the ads 
for the three-match series 
against Pakistan scheduled 
for the next three weekends’ 
How could Gavaskar, who 
'negotiated' the series with the 
sponsor allow that to happen’ 
At a lOO-dollar a plate dinner 
Gavaskar had announced how 
the series was planned by the 
sponsor m New York, himself 
in Bombay and Imran Khan in 
New Zealand through a 
teleconference When did 
Mohinder Amamath become 
part of the act’ His name was 
notinanyofthe 
advertisements, but he sure 
was a star performer by the 
end of the 'infamous' series 











Amai nath i eplaced Vi&wanath 
and Robin Singh Ajay Sharma 
and Vankatramana took over for 
Shastri Ayub and Chetan Not 
that then absence made any 
diffeience but falseadveitising is 
not something that goes down 
well in American society 
The Pakis*^ani contingent 
•■onsisted ol Imran Javed 
Miandad Abdul Qadir Salim 
Malik RameezRaja Shoaib 
Mohammad Amir Malik Salim 
Jaffer Sikander Bakht Mustaq 
Ahmed, Mansoor Rana Zakir 
Khan and Managei M Sadiq 
It was the Indo Pak r ivalry 
rather than cricket which brought 
the large crowds to the matches in 
New Yoi k Toronto and Los 
Angeles Otherwise a lot of 
Pakistams would also have been 
present at the India-West Indies 


match at Mount Vei non and a lew 
West Indian >s at the Dowling 
Stadium 

The fiibt match that iesuJted in 
an Indian win was a c lost (all 
Once victoiy was in sight the 
suicidal tendencies of the I ndi in 
batsmen began to emei ge 
However theGavaskai influence 
was evident India ovei took t he 
Pakistani total of 162 in the last 
over A classic tussle between 
Imran and Gavaskat s bat 
provided the most exciting spell of 
the match 

1 he West Indian and Pakistani 
players played the matches in a 
competitive spirit 1 he fact that 
these were exhibition matches did 
not affect their approach On the 
other hand, the Indians as a whole 
lacked enthusiasm concentration 
and the desire to win Their total 


lack of interest alone cost th< rn a 
roupleof match! s In his own 
column liom I os Ang( Ics 
Gav iskai pointed a fingf i it the se 
traits of the Indian youngstois 
7 he or gamzers wf rt so 
disappointed it h the medicxne 
appro u h of the Indian playci s 
that thfy iii contemplating an 
me f ntive piy system rati ei than 
a flat fee foi future exhibitions 
Ciukct in Amermigamed 
prcc lous little during this ciic us 
toui The saving gr ice wa» Imian 
the man who led his team fi om th<» 
front indwasinstiuinentil for 
the wins in Toronto and I rjs 
Angeles through his all i ound 
brilliance lie showed f he voting 
A‘ 1 ins who want to le n n about 
the game what it would be 
like- even on a hori c*ndous piec^ 
ofcarpet B 








‘CRICKETERS ARE 
SOCIAL ANIMALS!’ 


DAVID GOWER in conversation with Frank Keating 



THE Ijs' M.'II-' ! f.ivKl 

< iow(,T lalk>;(i a.!)' rai '.viiir 
ai'.d w<inuTi 1 1 1 i.is'. [ni;', 
(toai'lv 'OK ha said ai-a 
'.‘■■f all nioaid l.o hi; 
tl‘'.•t()tal ihhiiiKs'' 
Cnckoter's ai e scx iai 
animals, we ail iiki; In 
irii'i;l {leiiple, iiavc a lev; 
(InnkK at t he eml of 
play. On to\ir, there's no 
way we would survive 
ottierwise We'd 
(X)lly. Ok next 
question.. 

When David Gower 
made t liat slalemeitt to 
tlie press, aftei- the 
'bhu'kwash' tour of the 
West Indies in iy8f>, he 
wa.s Captain of England 

Shortly afterwards, tie 
w;usn l, 

Tlu'oughoul hus 
career, cricket has been 
fraught with far more 
dangers than fhosi; 
propelled by Vv’est Indian 
fast iKiwIers fleet 
Street'.s circulation waits 
.seem to necessitate a 
ravenous pack of 
corresjiondents 
accompanying the tours 
made by England, the 
few genuine cricket 
writers being elliowed 
aside by a horde ol' 
gossip columnist,s, not 
to sa,v out-arifl out cnrnc 
rc)x.)i tcr,s. On that 
particular tout. wild 
allegat ions of 
dopchvcned fiarties, and 
Ded'breaking lioiik.s 
when Mis,s Har badoH ami i 
Ian Botham had an 
evi ■iiing < lut 1 he denied 
he'd even met her), were 
soon wringing then' wav 
onto our breakfast 
tablets 

'rypicall V Gower had 
the matui itV not to join 
in ! he re,st of I h." ra ioket 
e,stahhshrnent’s glum. 
frigditencil No 
Ol an ment ’ You wi 'uld 
expect no le.s.s 1 ronl 
David Gower llut .s'e .h 
levr'l neaded 
g;'ri,.\v’;. upiie.cs iiiake 
D>rd .s fret- they stiil 


I term lemle) imCi mo tsv 
! ..f -1ms W-v.-c M;-- -m n 
i .SH' king' fi'cin Die 
I ce pi a 1 1 icy -jOoj i I'l -I! owe-1 
I Ic s( ill ill ji-is It I a me for 
ptiV Cl II ki■* 1 rig 

ri '.c'oi!.; f'erlie |e. I lii n't 
j place enoug'h 
i , 111 pi 11'I anc' ■ on giving 
j I he right impres,..; a, I 
- don't na t u I'all 1 1 ig'm 
I foreli-K.ik. nor hek 
: anyone ,s tiao’K.e.'le Mv 
; pnont y wa.s a 1 wa , i- u - 
i the teaai, and -mv-ai'ii 
I who t liiiiks ot 1 lerw ise 
I doesn't know me. 

! So dix.'S it now eoirm a.-' 
j ti sui'prise to heai' I lavd 
' (iow'cr still talkiag 
i tiboul his private life 
1 with that same- 
I fori hiagfit 

“Are we all meanf 
to be teetotal 
monks? 
Cricketers are 
secial animals, we 
all like to meet 
people, have a 
few drinks at the 
end of play. On 
tour, there’s no 
way we would 
survive others. 
We’d go potty” 

mdcfiendcti' i.'’ 'Let .s iiut 
it like' this ' he- says, o'o " 
a txitl |o ol (,)h;he-'ia 
Lalour '7'7 'A good 
meal, grxxl eoinpany. 
giKid wiiifo- Hiid then :i 
g' M-xl and 1 le-i e-:-mary 
Im-m in tli‘- lacnuag lia.s 
Ix'ea kno'.‘,':i to nre'fa' e 
.'-'Oil i*-‘ of my h’;i tor 
inning'- Indeod, iri-'iily 
mil ke-ters '.vil 1 te-n y- ai ,i 
hango'.'cr raaki'S von 
eo; a " ‘lil r-he iimry 

If I ri'kc' was in'.-ent'-U 
t' I he played l.y mu -.-i ■ ■ 

I'.e-nar'mam.e iri'm i hi ii 
the- ra ofn.‘..s;onal get ;iii 
has alter'"! :1 
cii ajiiaim.'.tl! y i.n ru m,' 
geiie-ra,;ieing.j;fe^p>(.i.« 
ti.e .pre.SHUT'vjs <:t the 








modern game, most of 
the world's leading 
cricketers see 
themselves as stressed 
senior executives, 
workaholics poring over 
the ball and their 
stroke rate averages, 
trying to stay in 
business Chew gum. 
but don't smile 
David Gower is one of 
the last of the 
throwbacks to cricket's 
more insouciant past 
For the last dozen years 
he has played his Test 
match cricket with an 
unshowy, fluent 
grandeur and, aye, a 
gloriously fallible 
charm Time and again 
he has invested 
far-flung, sweltering 
paddocks around the 
world with the freshness 
^md delight of a perfect 
English summer's day 


As a man too he is a 
reguliirone off, with a 
range of tastes and 
interests which allows 
houi upon affable hour 
in his company without 
ever getting round to 
games playing 
He knows there are 
other ways of occupying 
a morning than 


I don’t naturally 
tug my forelock, 
nor lick anyone’s 
backside. My 
priority was 
always to the 
team, and 
anyone 
who thinks 
otherwise 
doesn’t 
know me” 


sweating in the nets 
Like spending a couple 
of hours hanging and 
lighting a new addition 
to his collection of 
paintings, one of David 
Shepherd's striking oils 
of the African bush, for 
which he paid 12,000 
pounds In the 
high-galleried sitting 
room of his home, a 
converted coach house 
in a secretive corner of 
Leicester's southern 
suburbs, it looks 
spectacular —a baleful, 
brooding rhino shading 
itself under a solitary 
tree in the vast heat haze 
under Kilimanjaro 
Gower has an affinity 
with Africa He was 
brought up there as a 
child, when his father 
was in the colonial 
service in Rhodesia and 
Tanganyika (as they 
were) By the time he 
was old enough to 
attend King’s School, 
Canterbury, the family 


had returned home to 
Leicestershire, where 
Gower Senior had 
become Registrar of 
Loughborough College 
David’s three A-and 
eight O levels failed to 
get him to Oxford but he 
cruised into London 
University to read law A 
day or two after moping 
through his first-year 
exams—‘suppose I 
would have been a 
country solicitor’—he 
answered an SOS to 
make up the 
Leicestershire team for 
their match against 
Worcester He was just 
nineteen 

He never went bark to 
University But he did 
return to Africa Four 
years ago, accompanied 
by his longstanding 
girlfriend Vicki Stewart, 
he went back to Kenya 
on a photographic 
safari Now, David 
Bailey might not be 
much cop at cricket, but 
David Gower is a fair old 
photographer if the 
evidence on his sitting 
room walls is anything 
to go by ‘Do you think 
they stand up, you 
know, look quite 
reasonable*^' he asks 
They do. very much so 
Really exceptional 
studies of wildlife and 
landscape for a bloke 
who comes home to get 
his legs developed by the 
chemist round the 
corner (They did, mind 
you. cause a few 
problems at first Then 
the gossip columns first 
noted ‘Gower on Safari*, 
the hatemail rolled in 
until the fanatics 
realised he was loading 
with Kodak, not 
cartridges In fact, he’s a 
member of the World 
Wild life Fund, and does 
as much for them as 
tune allows 

As with photography, 
so with wine Although 


the coach house has no 
cellar, he has installed a 
huge wine cabinet, 
thermostatically 
controlled to cellar 
temperature, which can 
take 200 bottles ‘Over 
the years I’ve enjoyed 
garnenng bits of 
knowledge here and 
there, learning about 
the classic vintages, the 
growing, the grapes 
I’ve a whole selection of 
stuff in the cabinet, to 
keep, to mature, to crack 
on a special day, to get 
very happy with tonight 
if you want 
‘And ports, yes Years 
ago when I was a kid, 1 
went to a sort of auction 
at Lord Crawshaw’s 
estate, north of 
Loughborough, and 
found myself bidding 
for a bottle of Croft '45 
Since then. I’ve found it 
very rewarding and 
enjoyable buying things 
that won’t be at their 
best for 20 or 30 years 
Some are laid down 


"A ”'(.1(1(1 liK'al. 

('((tnjtajiy, ycad 
u'in(.'s and then a 
yd'al and 
iK.'ci'Ssary 
lie-down in tdu' 
nioi’niny l'ia> l)e('n 
known lo jifel’ace 
some (i]' my iiett cj' 
inninL;>. {iideofl 
maii\' efieioe'en'.'' 

w ili tell you a 
)ianyo\ oi' nialves 
you conceiilrato 
more" 


purely as a financial 
investment, others for, 
shall we say, my own 
dnnfting future' For 
instance, I’m still 
cherishing quite a bit of 
Dow’s ’55, a classic year, 
a sensational vmtage 
But steady on,’he 
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David Gower In action against the Aussies 


insists. ‘I'm a wine 
drinker, not a wine 
scholar.' And why not? 
Didn’t Joe Hardstaff 
score 213 in five hours 
for England at Madras 
in 1938, the morning 
after he'd been up till 5 
am, ‘beating a 
Maharajah in a 
marathon drinking 
contest.. .whisky, 
brandy, gin, the lot’? 
Indeed, to my own (and 
David's) certain 


knowledge, hadn’t a few 
of that contemporary 
Merrie Englander, Ian 
Botham’s, most 
consummately brilliant 
Test match centuries 
followed a gloriously 
carousing night of good 
fellowship with the 
grape or grain...? 

‘Steady on,’ says 
Gower again, with a 
laugh. ‘I’m not that bad, 
surely?’ He is very fond 
of Botham. 


If all this enthusiasm 
makes him sound like a 
junior Hugh Johnson, 
it’s worth rememliering 
the genesis of his 
nickname, 'Lubo'. His 
colleague Graham 
Gooch recalls. ‘It was on 
our first tour We were 
in Adelaide for the week 
and, with Bob Willis and 
John Emburey, we were 
scouting around for 
somewhere cheap and 
cheerful. 


David found 

this place, a right dump, 
called "Lubo’s Kebab”. 
He made it his own, 
especially because the 
house wine was simply 
labelled ‘‘Rough 
Red”.. so never let David 
con you that he’s drunk 
anything less than 
Chateau Lafite in his 
life. Whenever we call 
him Lubo it betrays his 
“connoisseur” 
beginnings.” 










ALLAN BORDER; “IF WE LOSE THIS SERIES. 


WE’LL BURN 
OUR OWN 
BAILS THIS 

TIMP 


UST in case, 

J you .like 

thousands of 
cricket fans 
and royal 
watchers .s,, 
around tHe 
globe, 

- wondered if 

Merv Hughes shaved in honour of 
Her Majesty the Queen, there is a 
short, simple answer: No. As he 
might have said with a hoot of 
derision: SHE didn’t shave in HIS 
honour, did she? 

But, then, the regal Lady whose 
profile stares out at all that 
remains of the Empire from 
various denominations of 
England’s currency, is 
accustomed to coping with just 
about everything. For instance, it 
is reliably rumoured that Dennis 
Lillee, suffering the effects of a 
hangover not so many years ago, 
responded less than predictably 
when his captain Ian Chappell 
introduced him to the monarch. 

Lillee, squinting against the 
combined effects of a blazing sun 
and a raging hangover, managed 
to respond by raising one eyebrow 
and mumbling ‘ Q’day ’ in 
defiance of royal protocol. It is 
also believed that the fearsome 
fj^ bowler asked the Lady for her 
JM^raph (no one. but no one 


asks royalty for autographs) and 
she responded nobly by saying 
she would have one of her ladies in 
waiting send him the autograph. 

By contrast, Hughes was 
properly deferential and as 
several thousand Australian 
newspaper readers found to their 
delight, he bowed with respect as 
he put out a large, beefy paw to 
grasp the perfumed right hand of 
the richest woman in the world. 

There was much consternation 
in the Australian dressing room. 
Legend has it that when George 
VI arrived at Lord’s and was 
introduced to the teams several 
years ago, an Australian wicket 
feel immediately after. A keen 
sportsman (he played Wimbledon, 
entering the men’s doubles and 
losing) he used to boast that he 
had taken a Test wicket. Queen 
Elizabeth, his daughter, failed to 
emulate his feat and as you and I 
and only a thousand expatriates 
in the United States know, 
Australia went on to wrap up the 
Test. 

So much for all those prophets 
of doom who trumpeted that the 
1089 Ashes side is the worst to 
leave Australian shores. Either 


the stumps after Australia won 
the Lord’s Test 











the press grossly misjudged the 
team s collective talent, or 
Border’s men have been practising 
self-motivation. Australian 
morale is higher than it was in the 
wake of the 1987 World Cup 
victory against England at the 
Eden Gardens. Meanwhile 
England’s cricketing fortunes 
seem to rate no higher than their 
tennis fortunes, which have never 
been of any significance since 
Fred Perry won the last of the 
three Wimbledon singles titles in 
1936. 


T he Hughes phenomenon 
apart, Steve Waugh has 
finally come of age as a 
Test cricketer. At 24. he is 
fdready something of a veteran in 
the international arena, but 
arrived in England, as this writer 
did, without a Test century to his 
hiime. Waugh has since outdone 
me, with 170 not out in the first 
Test and 152 not out in the second 
to prove that he is genuinely a 
world class batsman. 

Waugh, when first chqsen for 
Australia four seasons ago, was 
picked on the basis of an 
outstanding Sheffield Shield 
innings having broken through 
to Test ranks, he began by making 
regular, but not overly 
significant, conti^butions to the 
side. To their eternal credit, the 
selectors persisted with him and, 
despite a horror series in Pakistan 
last year, Waugh came back more 
determined than ever to make his 
mark as a Test cricketer of 
genuine pedigree. 

In the series that followed 
against the West Indies. Waugh 
batted in more positive and 
certainly more consistent fashion 
than any of his colleagues and 
scored 90s in successive Test 
matches, even as Australia was 
well and truly beaten. Ehming the 
season, his twin brother Mark 
also made his one-day 
international debut but failed to 
make the team to England, albeit 
narrowly. 

Like Bobby Simpson before him, 
Steve Waugh arrived in England a 
Test veteran without a century to 
his credit. Like Simpson, Waugh 
proved his class in decisive 
ftehion. but still refuses to wax 
^oquent about his deeds. One is 


reminded of a comment by Imran 
Khan, who played alongside 
Waugh on the New South Wales 
Sheffield Shield team in the 
1984- 85 season. The two 
shared a room whenever the team 
travelled interstate, but the 
Pakistani captain later 
commented; “He was so quiet that 
I sometimes wondered if he 
suffered from lockjaw.” 

Waugh did as much for 
Australia’s early fortune on this 




A LDERMAN’S 

^xin in mid-stride 
IS about as 

deceptive as sunshine 
on a Melbourne winter 
afternoon. Step out 
against Alderman’s 
seemingly innocuous 
pace and you find that 
you are bowled, 
having misjudged him 
by several degrees 
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Ashes series as Allan Border, 
whose captaincy has suddenly 
become more aggressive than 
ever. Not since 1948 has an 
Australian side won two 
successive Tests in England, and 
much of that is due to the fact that 
Border’s men have proved to be a 
more balanced outfit than anyone 
would have dared to forecast. 

Among the bowlers, Terry 
Alderman has proved that he has 


I N an interview; ; ,n. 
Border said: 
lose this series/ ; / 
weil bum dur bails ' 
this time.” Bradite 
friends schooled in 
cricket folklore tell me 
this is a reference teK 
the origitipf the ASheS. 
I just hdbe ihe thhrd ; . 
•last word in that qiidte 
wasn’t a misprint v/ 


lost none of his guile, despite a 
shoulder injury that threatened to 
end his career and a three-season 
ban imposed after he toured South 
Africa. Alderman’s grin in 
mid-stride ts about as deceptive as 
sunshine on a Melbourne winter 
afternoon. Step out into the 
sunshine and you discover, with 
chattering teeth against the 
freezing wind, that it is only two 
degrees. Likewise, step out 
against Alderman's seemingly 
innocuous pace and yoq fjpjl that 
you are bowled, having misjudged 
him by several degrees. 

There is just one thing that 
caused me great concern the other 
day. 1 was reading a newspaper 
interview with Border, who 
admitted he was elated that his 
team was doing so well. “If we lose 
this series," the interview said," 
we’ll burn our own bails this 
time.” 

Erudite friends schooled in 
cricket folklore tell me this is a 
reference to the origin of the 
Ashes. I just hope the third last 
word in that quote wasn’t a 
misprint! 

DAVID McMAHON, MELBOURNE 

















[PHOTO PmTURK 










ENGLAND VS AUSTRALIA 







INTERCONTINENTAL CUP HOCKEY 


mAS EASY AS 
ITSEEMEB 



EARLY 
fifteen years 
ago at Kuala 
Lumpur, 
India won the 
World Cup to 
crown their 
already 
well-reputed 
hockey prowess with 
additional glory Now 
they are compelled to 
play in the qualifying 
event of the same 
tournament, And that 
too finish third there 
Yes, It’s been a long way 
down for Indian hockey 
Twelve teams 
participated at the last 
World Cup held in 1986 
at London The first six 
from this tournament 
(i e Australia, Britain, 
West Germany. USSR, 
Spam, and Argentina) 
were automatic 
qualifiers for the Lahore 
World Cup to be held in 
.February. 1990 
Pakistaatwho finished,. 
11th at London) were 
saved the humiliation of 
having to qualify since 
they are the hosts in 
1990 

The other five teams 
from London 
(Netherlands, Poland, 
New Zealand, Canada 
and India) were joined 
by SIX quahflers firom 
different continents to 
play in the 
Intercontinental Cup 
played between July 
6-15 at Drew Umversity, 
Madison (New Jersey. 
USA) 


INDIAN HOCKEV PERFOMNANCE 
CHART 

(IMtNluneltM) 


Carnnt Sewtini In Um 
heWnn: 

Olymplen 




ClisffliDoM Trophy 
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Etamia Cop 
Emniaa Cop 
Allan Shah Cop 


Tonmamanta 

lar 

On Aairoinrf 


playod ao 


Op Qraaa 
B l RRPa l aynr Win 


Winner of Nairobi Marsbali cup 
(1988) 

learaneea 14, Cbampiona 
It times (1828, 32, 36, 4,82. 
64 and 1980). runner up 
(is60), two brome medaie (1968 
and 1872), lowest rar^ 7th (1976) 
Appearances 6, Won in Kuala- 
hiiT^r (1975), runner up in Am- 
aterdam (I97!^|;^zs medal m 
Barcetona.'t'rafjL lowest rank 
12th at London (3^98^ 
Appearances 6, bronze medal In 
Amsterdam (1982) 

Appearances 8, Won in Bangkok 
(1966), runner up on six ooca- 
Slona (1956, 62, 70, 74, 78 and 
1982), brontw in S^l (1986). 
Appserances 2, runner («i on both 
occasions, 

AppMro^s 2,»winner m Oub^ 

App^ances 3, winner In ipoh 
(Deo. 1986) 

69, Won 22, placed laet in seven 
tournaments stood last biA one on 
five occMions. 

l9Bd’^ew.lfR6inailW^Aine*- 
1986, MersIM June 198^ 
nayed 38. Wbn i& 

Baal USA 24>1:1932Los Angakw 
«yniplC8-Hm World reooid. 

Loiw 0-9 to HoRand m Jwie 1i 
him Amstetdiffl 
itieeL 


Sy PiiP, JhW 


j kA.\. , 


^ 1 


There were five places 
for the 1990 tournament 
at stake The 
Netherlands and India, 
in spite of having 
finished a lowly seventh 
and twelfth respectively 
at London, were 
favourites to take the top 
two positions Both the 
teajns had shown 
improved performances 
since then, especially 
the European team who 
had finished third at the 
Seoul Olympics and even 
more recently finished 
runner up at the 
Champions Trophy in 
West Berlin Though it 
did seem that 
qualification was no 
more thau a focniality 
for both India and fTip,,, 
Dutch, it should bd 
noted that among l|)ie 
competition at Madison 
there were former 
Olympic champions 
New Zealand, who 
^(.l^ilii^ed ninth at 
London,-T\!>laHd'who 
fimshed a creditable 
eighth. Canada who 
finished one slot ahead 
of Pakistan and others 
Uke Malaysia and 
France who have skill 
and the game to border 
on world class 
Both India and The 
Netherlands began their 
campaign well and only 
met ope minor obstacle 
on their way to the top of 
their league tables India 
were shocked by Egypt 
to a draw and the Dutch . 
were held by a gutsy 
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Canada But whereas 
India faltered again in 
the semi finals losing to 
Canada 2-3, the Dutch 
cruised through the 
tournament taking their 
semi final and final 
against France and 
Canada respectively by 
identical margins of S-1 
If the world seedings 
were to hold then India, 
m spite of their last 
place finish at London. 


If the world seedings weire to hold 
then India, incite of finishing 
last at the London World Cup m 
1086 , should have finished 
runners up. Whereas India’s last 


MmITjTTTiT: 


Trophy was not so disappointing, 
their finishing third at USA was 
not quite upto expectations. 


should have finished 


runners up Accepted 
that Canada, New 
Zealand and Poland had 
all beaten India to the 
finish at London, form 
was in India’s favour 
The young team had 
performed well enough 
to qualify for the 
Chwpions Trophy m 
West Berlin and began 
that tournament with a 
bang only to finish sixth 
there But whereas 
India’s last place finish 
at Berlin was not really a 
disbappointment, their 
finishing third at 


THE RESULTS 


POOLA 


JWLI 



p w 0 L or OA m 


5 4 1 0 26 3 9 

S 3 2 a 18 8 8 

5 2 2 1 15 7 6 

5 2 1 2 10 10 S 

5 1 0 4 7 24 2 

5 0 0 6 7 29 0 


5 4 1 0 16 3 8 

5 3 1 1 12 8 7 

5 3 0 2 11 7 8 


5 2 1 
5 1 1 


9 8 5 

9 12 3 


8 0 0 5 1 22 0. 


}9t8t8iMndi W Canada 5*1 

Haw Oaraite M tndta 3-2, Nathartands M Franca 8>i, 
iMIon. Mta bt Fiance 3-2 


iOaSen. Mb bt l 


Madison was not quite 
up to the expectations 
Canada who beat India 
to the runners up slot 
had lost 0-2 to India at 
the London World Cup 
In fact that was India s 
only victory in that 
tournament A repeat of 
that performance would 
have put India into the 
final and would have 
saved a lot of face for the 
former world and 




Olympic Champions 
But that was not to be 
and now wo can merely 
take comfort that we, 
together with the 
Netherlands, Canada, 
France, and Ireland, will 
be in Lahore in February 
next year vying with the 
best in the world for 
supremacy in hockey 
And from the other fact 
that New Zealand and 
Poland who finished 
ahead of us in Ijondon 
haven’t even qualified for 
the next World Cup We 
haven’t done too badly, 
after all' 


31 












FITNESS 


Anyone For Tennis? 


O KAY so you’ve 

been watrhmg all 
the action at the 
All England 
Club have you*^ 
Who did you root for*? 
Did they win”^ Well now 
that all the action is 
over how about taking 
to the courts and trying 
out some ot the fancy 
moves exhibited by Bons 
Beckei and Company’ 
Get your old racket out 
ol the cupboard pull on 
your sneakers and go 
find a court and get 
slatted 

But hangon'Aie 
you fit enough to dive 
lor low volleys and run 
down those deceptive 
lobs’Not really light’ 
'I’hen it might just be a 
little prudent to get the 
body prepared for all the 
punishment you’re 
going to inflict on it on 
court 

First of all let’s work 
on the legs If your legs 
aren t strong, you’re not 
going to play tennis 
leave alone try out the 
fancy stuff If you 
watched closely, you’d 
have noticed that tennis 
IS all about stops, turns 
and starts And for that 
you’ll have to get the 
legs used to all the 
sudden stops and 
immediate restarts Get 
warmed up with some 
jogging, then once your 
legs are feeling nice and 
warm, break into a short 
sprmt Stop after about 
10 metr^, and then 
sprint another 10 
metres again Repeat 
this (Kimbination of 
short spnnts till you’re 
gasping and grab some 
Once you’ve got 


I used to this, start 
experimenting with 
breaking off in diffeient 
directions every time 
you stop This IS 
actually what you’ll be 
doing on court 

The next thing for the 
legs IS squats Do them 
with the toes pointing 
outwai ds and then 
pointing inwards This 
will build muscles and 
strengthen the existing 
muscles to allow your 
body the strain of 
running around court 
Squats -since we ve 
discussed them in detail 
in this column earlier we 
won t lepeat ourselves 
again now are 
especially gcxxl for the 
thighs which are the 
power house of your 
legs 

Finally the knees 
These take a hell of a 
pounding dui mg all the 
sudden stops and starts 
While both the exercises 
outlined above will do 
'their part to strengthen 
them, there is a 
dedicated knee builder 
which you can do Sit on 
a chair, a light weight 
strapped onto your 
ankle and straighten 
your legs This lifting of 
the lower leg, with the 
added resistance of the 
weight, works the 
muscles that envelop the 
knee, making them 
grow in strength and 
power Even better, once 
you’ve given the knee 
jomt a solid covermg of 
supportmg muscles, 
you are much better 
protected agamst knee 
uyurytoo 
Now let’s move onto 
the upper body While 


the shoulders and arms 
have to be strong and 
agile It s the abdominal 
section that supplies 
most of the pxjwer in 
tennis strokes For that 
matter in any sport, it’s 
the abdominal section 
that decides the power 
you can translate into 
action Having the 
strongest right aim in 
the world won t help you 
on court if you’ve got a 
flabby gut that flops all 
over your waistband On 
the other hand ifyouve 
got a strong and tight 
abdomen you can 
generate power that far 
exceeds the maximum 
output of your muscles 
To get maximum 
output we 11 have to 
firm up the mid section 
first And for that 
there s nothing better 
than good ol sit ups Do 
them with knees bent, 
do them with hands 
outstretched, do them 
any way you like But 
make sure you do them 
Sit-ups work the 
abdominal muscles, 
strengthening them and 
giving them the 
required solidity 
that eventually 
decides on your 
performance Once 
you’ve mastered the 
sit-up, you could move 
intosit-backs, either 
with feet hooked under a 
heavy object or with a 
training partner locking 
legs with you and 
keeping you company 
Of course, if you recdly 
want to bum it, go for 
crunches These give 
both the upper 
abdominals and the 
lower abdominals a 










crunching workout at they’re important, but strong wrist and 

the same time. they’re certainly not the forearms. Then, for the 

Now let’s move onto be-ali and end-all. You upper arms and 

the shoulders and arms; have to be able to grip shoulders, the fulcrum of 

most often thought of as the racket very all this motion is the 

the only important parts firmly—not too tight, or elbow joint. As with the 

of the body when you you’ll be choking knee, you have to first 

play tennis. Agreed it—smd that requires a strengthen your elbow 



to ensure that you eqjoy : 
your tennis. Otherwise ' I 
you’ll be yelling in pain 
after a couple of days on 
court. Poor technique 
doesn’t help any either. 

If your strokes are all 
wrong, you can put 
unnecessary strain on 
the elbow, injuring it 
and adding your name 
to the long, long line of 
tennis elbow-iites. 

Working on the wrist 
and forearm can be done 
either with a 
spring-loaded grip 
which you fit into your 
palm and press. Or you 
could resort to the 
tried-and-tested rolling 
bar workout. Here you 
attach a light weight to a 
convenient bar, via a 
strong piece of rope. 
Then, holding the bar 
out at arms’ 
length—elbows locked 
totally—start rolling the 
bar winding the rope on 
it, till the weight rides 
all the way up to the bar. 
Then, roll the bar the 
opposite way, letting the 
weight drop lower as the 
rope unravels off the 
bar. Here’s a tip: if 
you’re not into 
out-and-out working out 
but would still like to 
strengthen your grip, 
try holding a tennis ball, 
in your palm and 
pressing it as hard as 
you can. Not too good ■ 
for your tennis balls, but 
great for your wrists 
and forearms! 

As for the upper arms 
and shoulders, you’ve 
been told of various 
exercises here at the 
fitness column that will 
strengthen them up. 
Push-ups, chin-ups. 
anything you feel 
comfortable with. Just 
remember to 
supplement it with some 
stretching too, as this 
will keep you supply , 
even while your musclei 
get stronger. 
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Lesley Hazleton, a professor at 


Arsenal Stadium ih North Londph tb watch a 
Manchester United-ArsenaJ^ai^ md feel the 
animal passion thatissmeejf&gmxxiefg^ 

__ wiiSJi blood thelif^Mddi^hi' 









E WERE in the 
Arsenal Stadium in 
North London. 
Arsenal was playing 
Manchester United, 
and losing, 1-0 A 
few yards away 
from ‘us, the Man¬ 
chester fans were 
nowling for victory. Pete was sea¬ 
ted behind me; he was not pleased 
The curses came pouring out of 
him as the hometeam players flub¬ 
bed the ball—a torrent of Anglo- 
Saxon words that contorted his 
face into masks of fury. Sexual 
threats rang mightily in my ears 
“You bleedin’ idiot You couldn’t 
score in a brothel!” 

He stopped short when I caught 
his eye, and shrugged apologeti¬ 
cally. “&rry, love," he said, “I get 
a bit carried away If you know 
what I mean You all right, then’” 
His mate Mike gave me what 
was intended to be a reassuring 
pat on the shoulder. There were 
snakes tattooed on the back of his 
hand. "Welcome to football," he 
said. And grinned 
Forget about English notions of 
fair play The ringfing chorus of 
boos that had greeted the oppos¬ 
ing team when they set foot on the 
field was a standard ritual, but it 
caught me off guard I was back in 
England after 10 years m the 
States, where I had gotten used to 
the family atmosphere of baseball, 
there, the worst that happens to 
the visiting team is a deadly si¬ 
lence when they score, play stops 
when a beach ball is thrown onto 
the field 

Now that I thought of it, there 
were very few families here at the 
Arsenal home ground Not many 
women at all. Or children Or 
blacks The 35,000-strong crowd, 
packed into a structure the size of 
a small spring training stadium 
in Florida, consisted almost en¬ 
tirely of white men aged 15 to 30. 
All with lusty lungs for cursing 
and shouting and lusty bellies 
filled with strong English ale. I 
was glad I’d brought a friend~a 
big friend, Hugh, whom I’d 
known since college. 

It ws a big game: Arsenal was 
one place ahead of Manchester, 
very near the top of the first 
division, and a win would make a 


big difference to either side. But 
that’s not why I was here. I hadn’t 
been to a soccer match since I’d 
left England though 1 used to gfo 
quite often in Manchester and 
Liverpool, where I spent my stu¬ 
dent years, and I remembered kids 
like Pete and Mike There was 
something about their enthu¬ 
siasm that attracted me despite 
the violence with which they ex¬ 
pressed it Their vigorous lan¬ 
guage was free of the repression 
that’s so characteristic of Eng¬ 
land They were 18 or 19, they 
were uneducated, they were 
already stuck in dead-end jobs or 
living on the dole, but for the 
space of a Saturday afternoon, 
they could forget all that and 
openly, loudly and raucuously en 
joy themselves 

There was no holding back This 
was mainly a working-class 
crowd, uninterested in 
the stifling niceties of 
upper-and middle-class 
life This was another 
England-the England 
Ignored or conve men 
tly forgotten by angle 
philes, who find it hard 
to reconcile their upper- 
class fantasies with 
lower- class reality. 

There was no masking 
here No embarrassm 
ent That was the plea 
sure of it. and that’s 
why the stadium was crammed. 
Football -soccer to my American 
ear -is where the emotional res- 
trictiveness of being English 
breaks down This is where you 
can let go 

Fans pay £4 for the 

privilege of standing on one of 
these terraces—huge, concrete- 
stepped structures open to the 
sky You have to come early to get 
a good place on a terrace, and once 
you have found it, you can’t leave 
You need a strong bladder, or a 
willingness to stand on wet con¬ 
crete pungent with unne 

Suddenly there was an Arsenal 
attack—a pass, another pass, a 
header toward the goal, then 
another that slipped in past the. 
goalie The stadium went wild. 1 
hardly registered the goal being 
scored before Pete and Mike b^ 


hind me were standing on their 
seats, swaying and jumping up 
and down and stomping, gyrating 
their pelvises and making obscene 
signs with their arms. Eyes 
glased, fists punching the air, 
they weren’t looking at the pitch. 
’They weren’t pajring attention to 
the players They were focused 
entirely on the Manchester United 
terrace just a few yards away ftom 
us It was like some tribal dance in 
deepest darkest Africa, the kind of 
dance they don’t even do anymore 
except for the sake of earnest 
documentary makers with video 
cameras,a combination of war and 
fertility dance, and apparently 
just as heady 

P erhaps the conflict in North¬ 
ern Ireland has taken its toll on 
England. More likely, football vio¬ 
lence is a reaction to the prim 


properness of Margaret Thatch¬ 
er's determinedly middle-class 
regime, which has created legions 
of permanently unemployed 
young working-class men i^th 
lots of energy and lots of aggres¬ 
sion, and no way to express it 
They never subscribed to the 
rigid, formulaic politeness of En¬ 
glish middle-class life—a polite¬ 
ness motivated less by considera¬ 
tion of others than by the will to 
repress. In a sense, football vio¬ 
lence is a huge, obscene gesture 
directed at the ruling classes, at 
the rigid structure of English 
society. It is a working-class howl 
and, like most howls of the power¬ 
less, it ends up hurting them more 
than anyone else. 

A couple of days earlier, I’d 
spent eight hours in the morgue 
of The Times of London, gfoing 



Football violence is a 
huge, obscene gestun 
dlrectetl at the 
ruling classes...at the 
English society 
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> through the clippings on football by fans Bottles, sharpened coins Newcastle United fans pulled in 
violence in the past 10 years The and bricks have been hurled at Millwall had played Sunderland, 
niorgue—the journalistic term for players But all of that is nothing not Newcastle that day, but 30 
the ai chive—was in one of the compared to what opposing fans Millwall fans nevertheless went 
basements of the new Times com have done to each other crazy They trashed the cafeteria, 

plex in Wapping, part of London s A bnef sample then leaped on Alan Price, a 27- 

renovated Docklands area In January 1986, a busful of year-old greologist, as he stepped 

I accumulated many facts Darts Millwall supporters was return out of a phone booth, and beat him 
have been thrown at opposing mg to London after a game in the to a pulp They then scattered 
goalies and at referees Referees north It stopped at a motorway business cards over him—prmted, 
and Imesmen have been beaten up service station just as two buses of embossed cards reading “Ckingra- 





tulations, you have just met the 
Bushwhackers ” 

MiUwall had lost its match that 
day, Newcastle had won 
In October 1986, 19-year-old 
Ken Burns had the temerity to 
shout “Up West Ham" in the face 
of Millwil supporters on a ram¬ 
page through London’s West End 
after a Milwall—West Ham game 
They chased him into the 


Embankment tube station' and 
stabbed him six times He died on 
the way to the hospital 
West Ham had won 2-1 
In May 1985, Liverpool Umted 
fans attacked fans of the Juventus 
team ftx»m Turin, Italy in the 
Heysel Stadium in Brussels just 
before the start of a European Cup 
final game As the opposing fans 
fought a pitched battle, throwing 


Violence erupts In the Heysel 
Stadium in May 1986 



bottles, and bricks, those below 
them on the terraces panicked and 
surged forward A retaining wall 
collapsed The Liverpool fans 
pressed their attack Thirty-nine 
people were trampled and suffo¬ 
cated, four hundred and fifty were 
injured Twenty-six Liverpool 
fans were eventually indicted on 
manslaughter charges in Bel¬ 
gium 

Liverpool lost 1-0 

At Heysel, some of the English 
fans wore swastika armbands In 
London's Chelsea Stadium, you 
can see Nazi salutes being given 
from the terraces The National 
Front, Englauids neo-Nazi orga- 
msation sees soccer matches as a 
perfect recruiting ground, and a 
young National Front magazine. 
Bulldog, became a soccer hooli¬ 
gan’s bible in the early 80’s when 
it began a "League of Louts” m 
which rival fans vied in retailing 
their exploits 

The police responded to all this 
by going underground, using 
classic infiltration techniques 
From 1985 on. they uncovered a 


The curses came 

K uring put of him as 
hometeam players 
flubbi^ the ball->a 
torrent of Anglo-Saxon 
words that contorted 
his face Into masks of 
fury. Sexual threats 
rang mightily in my 
ears... 


half dozen fan gangs, including 
the Lunatic Fringe of Derby Coun¬ 
ty the Gooners of Arsen,.! and the 
Yiddos of Tottenham Fotsour 

Among the gangs arrested en 
masse were Birmingham City,> 
Zulu Warriors, who gave tiieii 
version of a Zulu chant as tney 
charged their victims and ram 
paged through shopping centers 
as well as football grounds Thir 
ty SIX were arrested Their busi¬ 
ness card read ‘2Sapped by a 
Zulu •’ 

Then there were the Chelsea 
Head Hunters They had cross¬ 
bows and nfles in their arsenal as 
well as the more conventional 
spiked maces and machetes ‘You 
have been nominated and dealt 





with by the Chelsea Head- 
Hunters,” said their card 
But the gang that atti acted the 
most attention was the Inter City 
Firm West Ham suppotters 
whose weaponry included Bren 
guns and spiked balls and chains 
They tiavelled by Intel feity tram 
to away games usually first class 
They wore the largest of the gangs 
identified so far, with 145 mem 
bei 8 the majority of them in regu 
lar jobs- a fact which seemed to 
dispel the idea that soccer hcxili- 
ganism was solely the result of 
unemployment Among their 
members were a bank manager, 
building contractors, manufac¬ 
turers, importers, solicitors’ 
clerks, an insurance underwriter 
and eight British Army soldiers, 
one of them a sergeant 
Their business card went for a 
classily understated tone “You 
have been visited by the I C F ” 
WHEN the police really expect 
trouble, you can get up to a 
thousand men on duty at a game 
It’s expensive The year befoie, 
police presence at games had cost 
£20 million (about £34 million) 
just in overtime pay, not includ¬ 
ing investment m close-circuit 
television systems inside the 
grounds, video cameras outside. 
_ 


body scanners, metal detector 
gates in some stadiums and extra 
fencing On a regular Satuiday, 
when only a couple of “Hashpoint ’ 
games are being played there 
could be 4,500 men on duty, at a 
cost of more than C1 per fan If the 
luck of the draw indicates moie 


Fans pay £4 for the 
privilege of standing on 
one of these terraces 
huge concrete-stepped 
structures open to the 
sky. You have to come 
early to get a good 
place on a terrace, and 
once you have found it, 
you can’t leave. You 
need a strong bladder 
or a willingless to stand 
on wet concrete 
pungent with urine. 



flash points—games between 
clubs whose supporters have bad 
records for hooliganism—the 
numbers and the cost of crowd 
control rise accordingly 
And no matter how many police 
there are, they can’t stop incidents 
like the one in Gleisgow, where a 
minibus full of Celtics supporters 
drove by mistake through neigh¬ 
bourhood stronghold of archrival 
Rangers fans A hail of stones hit 
the bus, one Celtics man w|U3 
stoned to death 
“I'm so ashamed you should see 
football this way,” said the pohce- 
man “They’re morons, the lot of 
them—complete morons They say 
you have to go South America to 
see good football nowadays It 
seems they really know about 
crowd control there ” 

“They don’t even know what 
football la.” said the pohceman 
“They only know violence I re¬ 
member coming to games with my 
dad. and it was a joy I mean, it 
was part of bemg a kid, you 
know^ But I wouldn’t bring my 
son to a game now If he wants to 
see football, he has to watch it on 
the television That’s what these 
morons have done to football 
They've taken it away from those 
of us who really love the game.” 


Courtesy The New Yorti Tunes 
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‘C'mon STuys, Fm having 
a hard enough time 
anyway!’. Ivan Lendl 
appears to be telling the 
umpire after yet another 
line cal) had been ruled 
against him in tJie 
semi-final 

againsl Boris Becker 


John McEnroe displays 
a slice of his old form 
(not with the racquet) in 
^ his match against John 
Fitzgerald. His 
opponent was not 
amused. The umpire 
does not look exactly 
pleased either. 




Ms Benazir Blinito (with 
a serai'over lier licaci ) 
was the .surprise 
to watch the tenni.s 




Aciress T'atuni ('i'N-’i! 
(also Mrs McKnroc; 
watche.s her husbaufi 
j.:c1 j)a.st yet aii<,-lh< ; 
o[)po,ienl 








*Is it a Mg §oke? Or is U 
sometMng seriousV 


Two Spanish nationals have come to Calcutta and placed an 
advertisement in the papers promising that they will be able 
to make India Olympic Champions in football in 1992 . 


T wo men and a woman from 
Spain land up m Calcutta 
They bring out an 
advertisement in the local 
press that India will win the 1992 
Olympic football tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain' They will 
succeed where God failed' Is it a 
big joke*^ Who’s going to believe 
them‘d 

Mr Juan Rojas, the most 
commumcative of the lot is an Air 
Traffic Controller, Mr Antonio 
Campana has a five year degree m 
Physical Education, is a national 
athletics, coach with a two-yeEu* 
degree m football coaching. Ml 
Andres, the third man in the trio 
1 will arrive in November All three 
are strict vegetarians The fourth 
(a lady journalist Marisa Vascpiez) 
will chronicle their achivements 
in Nueva Tnbuna, a local Madrid 
newspaper, for whom she has 
exclusive story rights At the end 
of this campaign she will wi ite a 
complete book on the Indian 
experiment 

All sincerely believe that they 
will succeed in making India the 
Olympic champions as well as the 
World Cup champs in the Umted 
States, 1094, which, on the face of 
it, 18 an absurd claim 
This will be possible only by 
playing as they have labelled it. 
"Football of the Future” India will 
be the first exponent of this type of 
new vegetarian football 
Mr Rojas claims that world 
football has not changed in the 
past 50 years The play has always 
been on the ground But in his 
tjrpe of football, the game will 
mainly be played in the air On the 
head, chest, shoulders, thighs and 
between the shoulder blades and 
the nape of the neck This will 
succeed very well m snowy And 


rainy weather In a windy place, 
the ball will be played with feet 
1 e , on the ground This means 
that whereas his boys would 
succeed with the stereo-type of 
modern football, our moderns will 
not be able to play his brand 
But the question is why m 
India‘S Why not in Spam and 
elsewhere*^ “India has millions of 
vegetarians, and in our scheme we 


approached me ” 

They have no ground for 
permanent practice Yet 250 boys 
collected at the Kalighat ground 
on the 18th of July, responding to 
the advertisement 
They will be selected on the 
basis of talent, actual and 
potential and then pruned to 16 by 
early August This group of boys 
from the 15-20 age group will be 



pi PO/. 


The two Spaniards on the 
Calcutta Matdan with the 
group of volunteer footballers 
at the back 

want our boys to be vegetarians 
Also, Spanish boys are lazy and 
mdisciplmed, just like the 
Italians, French and the 
Portuguese You know, 
Christians have a lot of vices, that 
IS why I hate them That is why I 
did not start m Ooa though 
Dempo Club and Sesa Sports Club 


provided Rs 500 initially This 
will be mcreased to Rs 
2000—5000 per player per month 
Mr Campana earns Rs 50,000 
per month m Spain Of this Rs 
12,000 IS going to the scheme Mr 
Rojas contnbutedRs 20,000 out of 
Rs 23,000 that he makes in Spain 
every month 

But will they dehver the goods? 
At the moment m busy Calcutta it 
IS a mystery 

FaMab Muhuiy 







ON IN INDIAN 
SPORT? 


NOVYKAPADIA 


IKE a simmeimg 
volcano, the year 
old dispute 
between the Sports 
Authoiity of India 
(SAI) and the 
national sports 
federations has 
erupted violently 
In round one of the battle, the mam 
protagonists are the SAI and the 
Amateur Athletic Federation of India 
(AAFI) The accusations and 
counter-accusations add to the acrimony 
The actual cause of the outbursts was two 
fold, the clearance/non clearance of 
manager A K Banerjee to England and 
five athletes for the Malaysian Open 
meet However as a cold war situation 
prevailed, the causes became subsidiary 
and the two sides locked horns in dead 
earnest 


fil 






T he SAI and 
AAFI refuse 
to adjust 
and reconcile. 
The Suresh Kal- 
madl-Margaret 
Alva personality 
clash, power 
stnipgle and poli¬ 
tical rivalries are 
the factors which 
have prompted 
things to reach 
this current im- 


The general feeling is that thin 
have got to such a state that M 
Rajiv Gandhi will have to interf 
to stop the cold war 


THE GOVERNMENT’S VIEWS ON 
RECENT CONTROVERSIES 


V iewed in the perspective ol the ‘cold 
war’ between the Federations and the 
Government (see box) the cui rent dispute 
between the SAI and the AAFI is not 
surprising The battle lines were drawn 
since last year The quarrel on the 
composition of the 4x400 metres relay 
team at Seoul, the threats of Vandana 
Rao, Vandana Shanbagh and Ashwini 
Nachappa, the subsequent suspensions 
and apologies only exacerbated the 
problems 

The Union Sports Minister clarified the 
government’s views on Che recent 
controversial athletic trips to Malaysia 
and England She said that the 
government had not cleared Bengal’s A K 











Banerjee as manager of the trip to 
England, as he disobeyed rules A K 
Banerjee attended the camp only for two 
days, instead of the mandatory fifteen 
days She stated that if Banerjee, goes to 
England it will be at his own expense 
She cited an earlier precedent to support 
their stance^ She said earher the 
government had not cleared Bhullar as 
manager of the national hockey team 
Bhullar had later been sent on IHF 
expense as Chief-de-Mission, but had not 
stayed with the team at the same hotel, at 
the three-nation tournament at 
Amstelveen, Holland, earlier this year 

About the trip to Malaysia, she said the 
government was wilhng to clear seven 
athletes, six who were in the substantive 
camps plus Vijaymala Bhanot The union 
sports ministry had asked the AAFl to 
lequest for more invitations However 
the demand was not conceded, by the 
Malaysian authorities Mrs Alva said, 
thus the government was not willing to 
bear the entire cost of six extra athletes to 
Malaysia According to the terms of t he 
original contract, the Malaysian 
authorities would bear the cost of 
hospitality for six Indian athletes and the 
government of India would pay for the 
dir fares 

The Sports Minister, said there was no 
foreign exchange clearance for the 
Indian athletics squad which had gone to 
Malaysia She said, ‘They have gone on 
their own cost without any clearance 
from us or the ministry of finance Ido 
not know who is paying for them " 

Mrs Alva expressed unhappiness that 
the AAFI had created a controversy and 
were trying to bypass the sports 
ministry She said, “we had cleared seven 
athletes and two coaches, O M Nambiar 
and Uday Prabhu ' The seven athletes 
cleared were P T Usha, Molly Chacko, 
Anand Shetty, Aiyyapan Durai, Arun 
Deviah, K Sarammaand Vijay Mala 
Bhanot The sports ministry had agreed 
to Vyay Mala Bhanot’s entry even 
though she did not attend the national 
camps and narrowly missed the 
qualifying mark She was cleared, as she 
missed the qualifying mark by a whisker 
and has a good past record 

The five athletes not cleared by the 
Union sports ministry were Sadashivan 
(broad jump), M A Eldo (pole vault), 
Benny John (hurdles), Om Prakash 
(hammer throw) and Rupinder Singh 
(javelin throw) Mrs Alva clarified that 
the Malaysian Open was part of the six 
international exposures, for Indian 
athletes training for the 1990 Asiad She 



I N the election 
year, Rajiv 
Gandhi seems 


to favour Mrs. 
Aiva. Afterall, he 
sponsored her trip 
to the iOC head¬ 
quarters to meet 
IOC chief Samar¬ 
anch, who has 
offered to medi¬ 
ate and has *’ 
approved of the 
government 
guideiinee 



Hari Chand: Dropped because of 
“other reasons” 

said the only problem was of finance for 
the five extra athletes Discussions 
instead of confrontation would have 
helped she said 

THE AAFI VIEW ~ 

The AAFI blamed the SAI for creating an 
imbroglio Secretary of the AAFI, Mr 
Lalit Kumar Bhanot claimed the long 
distance runner Dhanvir Singh and 
coach Han Chand were also not cleared 
for the England trip, “not because of 
pel lormance but lor other 
considerations ” Apparently Han Chand 
was critical of British coach Hdury 
Wilson’s coaching methods Bhanot said, 
“Dhanvir Singh was made a scapegoat to 
drop Han Chand from this tour The SAI 
are frustrating and demoialising the top 
Indian athletes 

However, the SAI countered this 
allegation Their project officer for 
athletics, Mr R S Tomar said Dhanvir 
Singh finished at least 75 metres behind 
the winner Bahadur Prasad Singh m the 
trials at Patiala So the SAI did not clear 
him as he was considered not yet fit 
enough for international exposure Also 
Director Teams wing of the SAI, Shri 
V K Verma stated that, “Dhanvir Singh 
has not been identified for the 1990 
Beijing Asiad Our identified long 
distance runners till now are Suresh and 
Bahadur Prasad Singh So the* e is no 
question of giving Dhanvir Singh 
mternational exposure There was no 
discrimination in dropping him " This is 
contradictory to Mrs Alva’s stand that 
only finance stood m the way 
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THE SEEDS OF THE DISPUTE: THE 
S 




T he genesis of the dispute is over a year 
old. It started on March 1, 1988. This is a 
historic day in Indian sports. The 
department of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
of the Ministry of Human Resource Development 
released the document, “Sports India—Operation 
Excellence” popularly known as the Guidelines. 
The preamble of the Guidelines stresses the need 
to streamline the procedures regarding 
coaching, selection and participation of Indian 
teams in international events. Mrs. Alva states 
that after the debacle at the 1986 Seoul Asiad, 
there was mounting pressure from Members of 
Parliament and the public for accountability in 
sports. Both ruling party and opposition M.P.s 
raised a hue and cry about the allocation of Rs. 
200 crores for development of Sports and 
Physical Education in the seventh plan and the 
proposed outlay of Rs. 680 crores in the eighth 
plan. 

Sensing the mood, an expert group under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Amrik Singh, had been 
constituted to study the report of the Indian 
Olympic Association (lOA) on the performance of 
the Indian contingent at the 10th Asiad at Seoul 
and allied matters. Based on the findings of Dr. 
Amrik Singh’s expert group, the government 
issued the Guidelines. The basic aim, as stated in 






■ 


which India could be a medal contender in the 


the preamble was to review existing procedures 
as regards Indian sports. 

Mrs. Alva stated in March 1988 and reiterates 
now that the bulk of the guidelines were 
formulated in 1975 but were implemented only in 
1988 after prolonged discussions with all the 
national sports federationsand the lOA. However, 
for the national sports federations the guidelines 
were as popular as King Herod, in a Jewish 
mothers kitty party. The ofhce-bearers of all the 
national sports federations, considered the 
gruidelines, a threat to their autonomy and 
contravening the spirit of the IOC Charter. 


me COLO WAR: OPERATION EXCELLENCE 


S o the battle lines were drawn. A cold war 
situation prevailed. “The term of 
office-bearers is not negotiable,” says Shri 
V.K. Malhotra, president of the Archery 
Federation of India. The guidelines restrict 
office-bearers (president, secretary and 
treasurer) to not more than two consecutive 
terms, a total of eight years. Mr. Malhotra also 
floated the General Association of National 
Sports Federations (GANSF). The basic grouse of 
the GANSF is against the selection norms and 
discrimination against non-priority disciplines. 
‘Operation Excellence’ has identified 12 sports, in 


1990 Beijing Asiad. The chosen 12 sports get 
preferential treatment, extra financial inputs and 
elite treatment. The national sports federations of 
these twelve sports can import costly equipment 
and infrastructure which will be favourably 
cleared by the Union Ministry of sports. Above 
all, as part of the build up for the Beijing Asiad, 
each of the training squads will get six % 

international exposures. This pleased the 
office-bearers of the national sports federation, as 
favours could be granted to more people. 
Another major objection was to the wording, 

“The government will constitute/appoint a 
selection committee.” This ruling really irked the 
office-bearers of the national sports federations. 
They felt their powers were being diluted. 

Mr. V.K. Malhotra thundered, ‘The 
nomination of the selection committee is the 
exclusive right of the federation.” Mr. Randhir 
Singh, secretary of the lOA and ex-Olympic 
shootef supported the national sports 
federations. He said, “the selection committee 
should belong to the federation. In a game like 
table tennis, the selection committee comprised 
former internationals, mostly Arjuna award 
winners. What’s wrong with that? Why should 
there be a complaint when you have top 
sportsmen in a selection committee?” 

Mr. Fazil Ahmed, the stormy petrel of Indian 
sports and president of the Badminton 




Association of India (BAI) said, ‘Our (BAI) panel 
now consists of Prakash Padukone, Dinesh 
Khanna, Satish Bhatia, all former internationals 
national coach TPS Pun, myself and S R 
Chadda, former secretary as convenor Tell me 
what IS wrong with this committee^” 

However the SAI and Sports Ministry rejoinder 
is equally apt They maintain that all the 
federations, all the time, do not maintam 


visible with the Pnme Minister in his highly 
publicised marathons and freedom runs Suresh 
Kalmadi was the man in Indian sports He was 
looked upon as a contender for Margaret Alva’s 
post, minister of state for sports 

T he fissiperous tendencies in the 

Congre^I) were now visible On the issue 
of the guidelines, a power struggle 
developed between Margaret Alva and Suresh 
Kalmadi The volatile Suresh Kalmadi, 
championed the cause of the federations He 
along with others met the Minister for 
Programme Implementation and Human 
Resources. Mr Shiv Shankar In this meeting. 
Mrs Alva was bypassed Mi Shiv Shanker was 
appraused of the grievances of the national sports 
f^erations Meetings were held but the major 
grievances of the national sports federations 
remained unsolved 

So throughout 1988 the stalemate and cold war 
between the national sports federations and the 
SAI continued unabated Suresh Kalmadi fired 
the first salvos pi lor to the 1988 Seoul Olympics 


The Seoul Flesco 


A fter several selection trials, neither P T 
Usha nor the women's 4X400 metres relay 
team qualified for the Seoul Olympics by the 
terms of the guidelnes The government 
guidehnes. Chapter 2 , para 2 3 candidly states, 
‘any sportsperson in order to be included in the 
Indian contmgent for World 
Championships/Olympics should have returned 
authentic performance, m a selection trial held 
for the purpose, equal or better than the 
performance returned by the sportsperson who 
obtained the sixth place in the most recently held 
Olympics or recently held world championships 
in the same event 


selection committees of people with impeccable 
sports background Also past experience has 
revealed that in high profile games hke football, 
hockey and athletics, selectors were often used as 
rubber stamps The bigwigs m a national sports 
federation often over-ruled or coerced their 
selectors to make a ‘favourable and suitable 
choice’ The government feeling was that 
selection panels often bargained on narrow 
regional grounds Hence the strictures on 
national selection committees 


Aiwa Vs Kalmadi 


T he disgruntled office bearers found a 
spokesman m President of the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India (AAFI), the eloquent 
Mr Suresh Kalmadi With his Freedom Runs. 
Run for your Country gambits and shckly 
organised Permit Meets, Mr Suresh Kalmadi was 
becoming a major force m Indian sports He was 


When they could not attain the quahfying 
standards, the six women in a last desperate act 
approached Ml 8 Margaret Alva They met her at 
her residence in the night They requested her to 
clear them for the Olympics on the basis of past 
performances Now Mrs Alva also has women 
welfare as her portfolio She succumbed to the 
temptation of gettmg popular and argeed to send 
P T Usha and the relaj team to the Olympics, 
even though they had not qualified So the 
immster violated the norms for her own 
government 

Suresh Kalmadi and the AAFI played it cool He 
said, “We have not diluted our quaJifymg 
standards but if the sports mimstry wants to 
send SIX athletes to Seoul, we have no objections ’’ 
The rest is history P T Usha performed 
disastrously The relay team did not really cover 
itself with glory It was advantage national 
sports federations, courtesy AAFI 

NovylUpMlto 



WORLD OP SOCCER 


Soccer Violence 



T he 

conflagia 
tion has 
spread to 
Holland 
the nation 
that just 
two 

months 

ago stole the world’s 
heart by winning' the top 
laurels of European 
football With violence 
emerging as a vicious 
entity, the nation s 
soccer is now about to 
entei a troubled time In 
fact things have come to 
such a pass that the 
guardians of Dutch 
soccer threatened to ban 
professional football if 
the malaise was not 
cured 

The incidents that 
have occurred in the last 
few months have so 
profoundly shaken the 
soccer connoisseurs and 
writers that one 
respected Dutch 
journalist has gone so 
far as far as to make 
compiarisons with 
scenes witnessed in 
Beirut and Belfast 
The last time Dutch 
soccer was bloodied by 
violent mcidents was in 
1985 and 1986 But 
now, the mode has 
changed, the intensity 
has grown the mood has 
become more vicious, 
the devices more lethal 
Recently m the Den 
Haag Stadium an 
incendiary device was 
thrown into the main 
tribune, emphasizing 
the viciousness of the 
so-called Dutch fans 
jUke English football, 
rese^h has indicated 
that the root of the 
alaise lies deep in the 
rx!io-economic disorder 


that the nation has 
begun to suffer Much of 
the trouble appears to be 
caused by pockets of 
unemployed people with 
serious drink and drug 
problems 

There is also a streak 
of sad irony in the whole 
situation Since last 
August there has been 
in existence for a trial 
period of one season a 
scheme operated by the 
Dutch Football 
Association compelling 
the fans of the five major 
clubs- PSV Eindhoven, 
Ajax Feyenoord Utrecht 
and Den Haag who have 
come to be known as the 
big five of hooliganism 
to be in possession of an 
oranje Kaart, if they 
want to watch top class 
football 

The scheme has 
boomeranged Its 
dangers had been 
pointed out some time 
belore by the experts, 
and disaster struck just 
as predicted, when an 
emotive confrontation 
took place between the 
Dutch and the Germans 

The Dutch media on 
the eve of the match 
warned repeatedly that 
the experiment was 
bound to give negative 
results And the violent 
crowd disturbances 
prior to the game 
indicated unmistakably 
that the card may 
actually prove a catalyst 
rather than a deterrent, 
for violence 

Just because the 
so-called fans were 
unable to obtain tickets 
by legitimate means, 

500 nonconformists 
turned Rotterdam into a 
battle zone It will never 
be known precisely how 1 


many used their failure 
to obtain a ticket as an 
excuse for violence 

Interestingly, there 
were an estimated 650 
policemen on duty, twice 
the usual 

number, together with 
a further 850 civilian 
authorities comprising 
federation and stadium 
officials The total figure 
was three times as big as 
for any normal 
International 

The total cost was 
believed to have been in 
the region of £350,000 
It was proved beyond all 
doubts that the 
operation was neither 
cost effective nor wholly 
efficient 

Just a few days back, a 
good idea in crowd 


control came from the 
FIFA general secretary 
Sepp Blatter He said 
that a second cordon be 
put up some 30 to 40 
metres from the outer 
railed fence where fans 


‘The 

Bundesliga's 
image has to be 
improved and i 
want to help 
them put 
football back on 
the ri|^t 
track'...Rumm- 
enigge 

(extreme right) 




ips Holland 


gamed admittance to the 
stadium 

It was believed that the 
the cordon would offer 
au even more effective 
means of deterrent The 
point was that there 
must be a second space 
close to the stadium 
where only fans with 
tickets are permitted to 
gather around the 
immediate vicinity of the 
stadium 

New star over Asia 

A sians seldom make 
news in international 
football But here we 
have a man of extra 
ordinary potential to 
outgrow the limited 
realm of this our 
continent to draw the 


praise of the world 

Iraq’s international 
striker Ahmed Radhi 
has been selected Asia 
and Arab Footballer of 
the Year and experts 
believe that he will go 
soon further afield to 
attract international 
attention 

Radhi confirmed his 
worth when he scored 
SIX goals in three 
matches in the World 
Cup west Asian zone 
Group A qualifying 
matches Four out oi six 
goals came against 
Jordan in Iraq s 4-0 
victory m February 

Radhi belongs to a 
family of footballei p that 
has two first division 
players Salih and 
Fadhil 



“My brothers used to 
take me to football 
matches near our home 
to guard their bags,’ 
said Radhi. “They were 
afraid that I was too weak 
for football ’’ said Radhi 
‘ but I did not give up ’ 
Radhi's inspiration to 
become a footballer came 
from a teacher who 
made him captain of his 
primary school team 
But that was not enough 
to persuade his brothers 
to include him in their 
teams 

Then the turning 
point came when 
Radhi's bi other came to 
him before the start of 
one of their matches and 
said, “Get up and put on 
your jersey ’ 

Radhi did not believe 
it He said, “I have not 
brought my boots” His 
teacher hurried home to 
get them 

Radhi has not looked 
back since 

Rummenigge, the 
reformer 

I n the meanwhile, the 
former German star 
Karl Heinz 
Rummemgge has 
launched a reform 
movement Revolution 
rather than reform 
Turning the nation’s 
club competitions upside 
down Rummemgge 
wants to provide 
Germany’s domestic 
football with a fresh 
momentum 
At 34, now settled m a 
smart house m the 
Munich suburb, 
Rummemgge wants to 
induct new ideas to the 
country’s soocer to bring 
about Its much needed 


return to glory 
In that effort, 
Rummemgge of course 
will be banking on his 
enormous wealth of 
experience that he has 
gathered over the years 
as a top slot world class 
footballer ‘The 
Bundesliga’s image has 
to be improved and 1 
want to help them put 
football back on the 
right track," said 
Rummemgge who was 
capped 95 times for West 
Germany And the good 
news 18 that the German 
football federation has 
expressed interest in the 
offer of his services 
Although 

Rummemgge is not 
certain so far as to what 
position he would 
assume to translate his 
ideas into reality, he is 
not quite averse to the 
idea of taking up the job 
of manager or trainer 
under the DFB, the West 
German Football 
Federation 
Interestingly, many 
experts are optimistic 
that together with Franz 
Beckenbauer, 
Rummemgge could m 
fact form a formidable 
duo to bring about a 
welcome change m West 
German soccer 
But before these 
changes start taking 
place, what 

Rummemgge’s fans are 
really eager to watch is a 
farewell appearance by 
their favourite maestro 
And Rummemgge has 
responded to the idea by 
declaring that some tune 
this season he hopes td 
organise one ’heck of a 
show’ with some of his 
good friends trom 
abroad 





N Europe we have 
the spectator 
hooliganism and 
m Calcutta besides 
an occasional 
spectator outburst, it is 
player hoohganism 
And it reached its acme 
when veteran Subrata 
Bhattacharya 
maliciously kicked 
referee Pradip Nag, who 
gave the dreadful 
sanction immediately 
We all know about 
Bhattacharya’s bellicose 
behaviour on the field 
for which he has been 
booked several times in 
his career What we 
don’t underatand is 
whereas people age and 
get sober, Bhattacharya 
IS becoming more 
notorious It seems his 
excessive involvement 
with the club has done 
more damage to Mohun 
Bagan's reputation 

When the 

Bagan Aryan match was 
66 minutes old, visiting 
keeper Nihar Deb fell on 
the ground after a 
collision with Aloke 
Mukherjee and the 
volatile Bhattacharya 
rushed towards him and 
kicked him to get him on 
to his feet Pradip Nag 
was already there telling 
the keeper not to waste 
time For 
Bhattacharya’s 
unpardonable action 
Nag booked him The 
player reacted quickly 
by booting him on the 
thigh All hell was let 
lose Both players and 
officials sitting on the 
sideline charged at the 
referee and beat 
him Moimted Police 
entered the field and 
came to Nag’s rescue 
The stands erupted and 
the situation was 
quelled when police 
fired teargas shells 
Referee-beatmg has 
been qmte common in 
Calcutta football In fact. 


SHAME ON YOU 



this was the most 
sickening mcident since 
Mohun Bagan’s 
Bukalyan Ghosh 
Dastidar beat up 
Biswanath Dutta But 
Subrata Bhattacharya’s 
abominable behaviour is 
the worst ever seen on 
the Calcutta Maidan 
Sportsmanship was at 
Its lowest ebb A shame 
that Mohun Bagan has 
to experience this in its 
Centenary Year 
Agreed that referees 
do make mistakes and 


W E all know about Subrata 
Bhattacharya's bellicose 
behaviour for which he has been 
booked several times in his 
career. What we don't understand 
is whereas people age and get 
sober, Bhattacharya is becoming 
more notorious. It seems his 
excessive involvement with the 
club has done more damage to 
Mohun Bagan's reputation 


are even sometimes 
lenient to the ‘Stars’, but 
it doesn’t mean that 
players have the right to 
either abuse them or 
mflictipjury And 
Pradip Nag’s case has 
compelled all his 
Calcutta Referees’ 
Association colleagues 
to unanimously take the 
drastic decision of 


boycotting the Calcutta 
League sine die at the 
time of going to press 
For a mere Rs 25 
allowance per match it is 
not worth the nek any 
longer The decision to 
stay away from matches 
IS highly commendable 
and it’s about time the 
referees took a stand 
like this 
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Players lilie the 
belligerent 
Bhattacharya must 
remember that the 
referees too are human 
and deserve the right to 
be treated respectfully 
The CRA had efficient 
referees in the recent 
past Uke Sudhin 
Chatterjee and a couple 
of others who were 
forced to put their 
whistles away 
permanently because 
players were becoming 
very unruly and were 


Satyajit Chatterjee 
prevents Bhattacharya 
hrom assaulting 
the referee 

being allowed to go 
unchecked Chatterjee 
had warned that a day 
will come when players 
will start manhandling 
referees 

Coutinho was beaten 
up by Calcutta players in 
the Rovers Cup, 

Bhaskar Ganguly 
treated a referee with 
mirth m the Airlines 


Gold Cup. but 
Bhattacharya's villiany 
is the pits And Aryan 
keeper Nihar Deb 
influenced by the 
veteran stopper’s act 
also hit Pradip Nag who 
resumed the match For 
the record Sishir Ghosh 
scored the 
match-winner past 
“normal time,” that’s 
what Aryan felt 
But the funniest part 
18 that the person who 
commits the crime gets 
away after getting a 
ruling from the court 
restraining the IF A 
from suspending him*’ 
At the moment the IFA 
IS in a quandary Being 
the parent body ot the 
league affiliates, it 
cannot pass judgement 
on Subrata 

Bhattacharya’s act And 
with the referees 
boycotting the ensuing 
matches will the league 
be completed on time’’ 
The State Government 
decides on the number of 
exhibition matches and 
the rates of the tickets 
for matches, referees 
decide to hold up the 
league, players take the 
law into their own 
hands and to court 
What then, we may ask, 
IS the function of the IFA 
at the momenf^ 

The IFA secretary 
Prodyut Dutta will have 
to take a strong stand 
now The imposition of 
fines on the clubs lor the 
July 16 incident m 
which one spectator lost 
his life last year was 
definitely laudable and 
we hope Dutta will act in 
the same way It is only 
natural that the referees 
have decided that 
enough is enough ahd 
that the IFA should 
suspend the loathed 
Bhattacharya and those 
players and officials 
who do the same in 
future But there 18 the 
apprehension that some 



Subrata Bhattacharya 
(16) and Sishir Ghosh 
(6) threaten referee 
Pradip Nag after the 
former was given 
marching orders 

referees may hicak away 
from this stand because 
ol some ‘influential 
person ’ And if this does 
happen then God help 
the referet's' They have 
lightly taken a strong 
stand but they have to be 
united If they continue 
to feel insecure (let s 
hope the polic'e aie more 
ai tive) they should 
complain to the Indian 
Fedeiationand Asian 
Football Confedeiation, 
whic h they aie sei lously 
thinking of 
The FIFA rules ate 
very sti ingent on player 
misbehaviour And 
Prodyut Dutta 
should and we hope 
does- take this 
precedent for future 
course of action 
December 1987 at 
Kuwait Kuwait versus 
Iraq, Pre Olympic 
quarterfinal Two Iraqis 
jostled and spat at the 
referee and the 
spectators at the Kuwait 
stadium reacted, 
throwing whatever they 





could get at onto the 
field. FIFA suspended 
the erring players for 
two years and the 
officials who also 
instigated them were 
debarred from all 
football activities for 
life. Since the spectators 
got involved, the Kuwait 
Football Federation was 


fined 20,000 Swiss 
Francs. Tough. And 
that’s how it should be. 

With all due respect to 
the law of the land 
should it come in the 
way of the rules of the 
game laid by FIFA? If 
Bhattacharya is allowed 
to get the court verdict 
in his favour then others 


T he State Government decides 
on the number of exhibition 
matches and the rate of the 
tickets for the matches; referees 
decide to hold up the league; 
players take the law into their 

own hands.and to court. What 

then, we may ask, is the function 
of the IFA at the moment? 
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will do the same, thus 
making a mockery of 
the FIFA rules. The cry 
must go out; Suspend 
Bhattacharya, the 
involved officials from 
soccer activities and 
impose a fine on the 
club. It’s time to act now. 

T he turmoil within 
Mohammedan 
Sporting Club have 
intensified with posters 
of the rival camps being 
candidly displayed 
before each league 
match. Even musclemen 
have joined the 
scene.. .and the police 
have arrested a few who 
were armed with sharp 
weapons. The posters 
read: ‘Down with 
Ansarul Hague and 
Co.’. ’Downwith 4 
Mollah.’ But it is the club 
which has taken another 
step down. 

Spirited Milan Samity 
did themselves proud by 
wresting two points 
from big brotl^ers 
Sporting, who have now 
conceded 18 points in 
the league. It looks as 
though Mohammedan 
SC have made it a habit 
of winning one day and 
a draw (defeat!) the next. 
Teams like Milan Samity 
have a meagre 
existence...light ‘tiffin’ 
and no.other incentives. 

Pradip Nag floored by 
Aryan keeper Nihar Deb 
after Sishir Ghosh’s goal 







and yet they sweat and 
slog to hold the giants 
And Samity’s draw was 
incredible 

Mohammedan SC 
lacked imagination and 
flair, whereas the 
Samity boys showed 
better cohesion and 
understanding They 
took advantage of 
Sporting’s problematic 
midfield They 
penetrated well but 
lacked long accui ate 
shots at goal with Md 
Yusuf very unreliable It 
was sheer luck that 
Mohammedan SC were 
able to keep the ball out 
of their net The trouble 
with the small teams is 
when the match is 
heading for a draw, 
complacency creeps in 
and thus endangering 
the last line of defence 
Samity fell in that trap 
and Mohammedan SC in 
the last 15 minutes 
pounced on them 
Chibuzor cursed himself 
for wasting three golden 
chances Then the 
frustrated Nigerian for 
no reason kicked 


wingback Subir Ghosh 
Why did referee Pyush 
Ghosh refrain from 
bcxiking him‘> The 
referees seem to be 
leniant with the premier 
sides, who have now 
begun to take advantage 
of this attitude How can 
one explain Chibuzor’s 
goal which was scored 
from an offside position 
to defeat Tollygunge 
Agragami’^ Certainly no 
one can say that the 
nomination of Kamal 
Sarkar as referee was 
justified He was quite 
inept to do duty 
However, Agragami 
tried to create the 
“psychological 
pressure’ on 
Mohammedan SC as 
they had done 
successfully against 
East Bengal But it 
didn’t woik They 
wanted to attack from 
the left flank through 
Shambu Bag, who’s goal 
obstructed East Bengal’s 
race for the league title 
But Bag. a shadow of the 
player he was, made 
matters worse for 


himself when he 
purposely nudged tne 
vigilant Shankar Sadhu 
in the rival mid-field and 
was booked 
With the sting 
missing in the 
Agragami attack 
Mohammedan .SC had 
the going easier But the 
relentless onslaught 
only fetched one goal 
and thanks to keeper 
RatanDas Agragami 
was able to wage a long 
battle with their back on 
the wall East Bengal’s 
position remains the 
same secxmd to leaders 
Bagan Theie’s haidly 
anything to say about 
the team’s display with 
lowly Sonah Sibir 
Perhaps it was one of 
their worst ties 
Luckily Knshanu 
Oey. who netted his first 
league goal, and Cheema 

managed to save the 

day The nippy Sibir 

boys kept the rivvl 

defence quitetiusy 
sometimes pfherthan 
Dey, none in the attack 

could find tlie right 

combination This trend 


Sonali Sibir goalkeeper | 
Tapas Chakraborty gets | 
the better of Cheema 

ft 

IS won ymg coac h P K | 

Banerjee But with > 

Kuljit being brought in 
for Dey the attack was 
further blunted As for 
Cheema s goal, the only 
piece of brilliance in the 
team’s performance, he 
was kept under strict 
surveillance by Gautam 
Sharma and Kartick 
Karar Having played 
against him for five 
seasons, the smaller 
teams know too well that 
Cheema can be bottled 
up Kuljit Singh IS also 
aware that if he doesn’t 
score, his fans will 
shun him He’s b^ome 
desperate and five times 
he was caught on the 
offside rule Frustrated 
he went to the extent of 
hitting leftback Mom 
Sapui, who lay 
prostrate in pain And 
as usual, the referee 
Hanpada Das who was 
quite close to the scene 
was blind to the offence' 

Subhash Sarcar 
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T he oldest running 
record of the 
traditional 
programme, 

Henry Rono’s 3000m 
steeplechase time of 8 
mm 5 4 secs set m 
Seattle 11 years ago, 
was beaten by Peter 
Koech, who reminded us 
how very wdll Kenyans 
know how to handle 
obstacles 
Koech, after some 
superb pacemakmg, just 
nipped inside Rono’s 
time, which has 
withstood so many 
assaults, with 8 mm 
5 35 secs 

Rono will hardly feel, 
though, that it is gone, 
for the pair live about 
three quarters of a mile 
apart in Kapsali There 
will be no doubt a slap on 
the back too from 
another Kenyan who 
excelled at this 
discipline, Kipchogue 
Keino, the Olympic 
champion of 1972 
It was indeed Rono 
who brought Koech to 
Europe in the early 
Eighties, and the 
protege ran the 5000m 
m 13 mm 9 sec as l^ng 
ago as 1983 Since then, 
he has taken an 
economics degree at 
Washington State 
University and set up a 
thriving little business 
back home selling 
everything from tea to 
cement 

Last year, h^ took the 
Olympic silver medal 
behmd his colleagrue, 
Julius Kariuki, and he 
will need to go faster 
still sometime this 
season to keep the world 
record, for he only just 
managed to shake off 
another of his 
countrymen, Patrick 

Henry Rono: his record 
was finally broken 




Sang who ran 8 min 
6 03 secs 
It looks like a 
long running Kenyan 
tale Both of them look 
relaxed abodt their 
racing and hurdling 
deep into the event but 
they would be the first to 
concede that the prize 
was only there for the 
taking through some 
superb pacemaking 
from Henryk Jankowski 
of Poland who ran each 
if the first two 
ilometres in 3 min 43 
ocs, which preserved 
oech’s finishing zip so 
tiat he could turn out a 
3 second last lap to get 
d of Sang and take the 
cord 

Olympic champions 
eieundei pressure in 
le arena built for the 
> 913 celebration of the 
' ames Sergey Bubka, 



the pole vault title 
holder at Seoul was 
beaten by Rodion 
Gataulin a fellow 
countiyman with the 
yeai s best leap 5 95 
metr es 

Cailljewis winning 
streak in the long jump 
was extended to 60 
competitions when he 
overhauled Lai i y 
My licks in the final 
round with 8 53 metres 
It needed a wave of 
sound from 34 000 
packed into the ai ena to 
carry Lewis to the take 
off boai d and oat to a 
winning landing 

The Mr 

Show business of 
athletics milked the 
occasion for all he was 
worth giving an 
interview buried in the 
clutf h of media men 
whip* Myricks took time 


Linford Christie last 
place in the 300m 

lo summon his 
concentration required 
for a counter attack He 
gave it his all but hit the 
plasticine 
lohn Rodda 


The Nice Meet 


L inford c HKisrii- 

suffered the most 
humiliating experience 
of his life in Nice when 
he finished last in the 
too metres The 
Olympic silver medallist 
could not explain ^i*tat 
had gone wrong but he 
said I rn determined to 
gi’f bat k to what I know 
I can do 

Ho refused to cite a 
low start and lane draws 
as the reasons behind 
his flop I have lo face 
up to it be said I know 1 


can run better but I can t 
explain what is 
happening at the 
moment 
Christie is still 
suffering ft om a 
damaged foot injured in 
the indoor 
championships in 
Maich and IS aware that 
It could mean an 
opei ation and six weeks 
out of the spot t 

Hopefully I can get it 
cured without the 
operation be< ause I 
cannot aifoi d to miss 
lunning at this time m 
the season he said 
Being in Jane two in 
Nice did not help 
bt cause it iftectod my 
foot but I don t want to 
of fei this in exc use I 

have ilways had ti oublo 
when runnu g inside 
1 ines III ttu 200 metres 
Y/onne Murray 
provided Bi itain s only 
ovt 1 seas vk tory in seven 
Gland Pi ix meetings 
when she won the 
3000m but dt spite hti 
defeat of Patti Sue 
Palmer shf was not 
happy 

She lan the fastest 
time of the world this 
yrar but was innoyed 
that the p « e makei s did 
not come up to cxpec ted 
standaids 

I was told tliat they 
would provide laps of 67 
seconds uislcadthey 
lan 71 and 72 not 
enough she 
complained 
Cohn Jackson, the 
British 110-metre 
hurdles record holder 
was surprised that 
Rogei Kingdom the 
Olympic champion was 
m his race aftei the 
American had said he 
would be taking rest 
Jackson was beaten by 
a whisker by Kingdom 
but said afterwords 
Thei e is still a lot of 
time for me to heat him 
and 1 know that I can ’ 





The strides that A1 
Fanja and Omani 
football have 
made in the last 
five years would 
be even more 
marked. And 
SalgoacarSports 
Club could be 
extended most by 
A1 Fanja of the 
three rivals in 
Groups... 


Though football is 
the most popular 
^ort, as in all 
Gulf countries, the 
Sultan's support is 
not limited to this ' 
particular sport. 
Athletics, hockey, 
Swimming, 
basketball, 
volleyball... .given 
rants by the 


ASIAN CLUBS CUP SOCCER GROUP 


Al Fanja: 
ATough 

Team To 
Beat Now 


Asian Clubs Cup first 
round currently on at 
Muscat (July 22 - 29 ) 
Further the results 
over the last year or two 
reveal that Oman are 
harder to beat at home 
In the Asia Group 1 
preliminary round of 
the 1900 FIFA World 
Cup, Oman held the 
Group runneys-up Iraq, 
1-1, and champions 
Qatar, 0-0, in Muscat 
In the three-team 
Group 1 of the Asian 
Youth Championship, 
which was also a 
qualifying competition 




A lmost five 
years ago 
AlFaqja 
Club paid 
their first 
Vint to 
India, to play m the 
Rovers Cup at the 
Cooperage ground (in 
December 1984) They 
didn’t make waves then 
But on their second vmt 
th^ made people nt up 
and take notice Last 
year at Calcutta, the 
1987 Federation Cup 
winnera, Mohun Bagan, 
knew they had a match 


on their hands before 
eventually eliminating 
Al Fanja from the 
preliminary rounds of 
the Asian Clubs Cup 
Football Championship 
The strides that Al 
Faiqa and Omam 
football have made in the 
last five years would be 
even more marked And 
Salgaocar Sports Club, 
the 1988 and 1989 
Federation Cup winners, 
could be extended most 
by Al Fanja of the three 
rivals (Nepal and 
Pakistan) in Group 3 


League tie played at the 
Sultan Qaboos Stadium 


for the World Cup 
played m February this 
year m Saudi Arabia, 
Oman defeated the much 
bigger and more mature 
Lebanon twice and 
group winners Syria, 
once a formidable side 
Only inferior goal 
difference checked 
Oman’s advance to the 
next stage 
These results have 
certainly increased the 


80 




Omanis’confidence At 
present, their football 
and its development is 
on the right track and 
soon they will be in the 
galaxy of Gulf countries 
that vie with the two 
Koreas Iran and China 
for supremacy in Asia 
The reason Oman have 
lagged behind in the 
quest for honours is that 
they did not join in as 
eaily Though Oman 
^ bad established 
iternational contacts 
nuch earlier than most 
other Gulf countries 
through trade with 


And this has been a 
great boon to sport 
Though football is the 
most popular sport as 
mallGulf countiies the 
Sultan 8 support is not 
limited to this particular 
sport 

Athletics—Mohammed 
AmerAlMalky the only 
Asian in the final of the 
400 meti es at the Seoul 
Olympics and Asian 
champion had been a 
member of A1 Fanja 
football team hockey, 
swimming basketball 
volleyball gymnastics 
and other spor t are 



catching up to do not 
only in matters of 
playing standard but 
also in administration 



Chma, India and East H E Said Bin Nasser The need to make up for 

\frica. Zanzibar once with Oatuk Hamzah, this lack of experience 

vas undertheirrule.it AFC chief, and Peter and expertise was a 

vas not till the present Velappan, AFC blessing in disguise 

ultan. His Majesty ppcretary ga^j^ former Oma n PA 

laboos bin Said al-Said, president Said Bin 

^nded the throne in and their development Nasser A1 Khusaibi 

)70 that the Sultanate given grants by the They were able to avoid 

sumed the links with Diiectoiatf'OfSpoits the pitfalls that others 

outside world that according to Mr Said had fallen into on then 

d snapped for much of Bin Abdullah way to the top 

earlier part of this A1 Khusaibi the brother Oman engaged 

I otury of former piesidentof coaches from other Arab 

the Oman Football countries like Egypt, 

Phe enlightened Association Sudan Morocco Algeria 

£ (tan recognised that The Oman FA realised and Tunisia to facilitate 

' future of Oman lay at the outset itself that communication as also 

'he hands of youth they have a lot of ft-om Brazil and West 


YounisAman Costliest 
player 

Germany They also 
allowed their clubs to 
recruit players fiom 
Egypt Sudan Tunisia, 
Tanzania Kenya Zaire 
and Brazil so that the 
Omani players could 
learn and develop much 
faster A club can have 
three foreigners on their 
bcx>ks but only two can 
play in a match 
Oman keep open these 
facilities foi other 
countiies too Thus the 
Iraqi team that took part 
in the last World Youth 
Championship trained 
in Muscat Like the 
Iiaqis c caches Miklos 
Temeswaii of Hungary 
and Karl Heinz 
Heddeigott of West 
Gei man y bot h of whom 
conducted a couise 
under FII A in Muscat in 
January last year will 
attest to the excellence of 
the vei y mcxlern 
facilities at the Sultan 
Qaboos Stadium and 
Sports Complex 
Indeed Ileddei gott 
was so taken in by the 
facilities and the 
keenness of the Omanis 
that he readily agreed to 
take on the t isk of 
laying the groundwork 
foi Oman s leap into the 
Asian 111 mament The 
former FIFA coach who 
had 1 lid the foundations 
of the game at the 
grassroots level in the 
United States has 
already made Omani 
football atti active and 
confident 
The veiy practical 
West German aims to 
build a pyramid whose 
apex will be the senior 
national team through 
training of boys in the 
age groups of eight 10 
and 12 and schools by a 
network of coaches 
drawn fi om foi mer 
national players 
K.B.Ilw«ii 

















NEWSMAKERS 




T itB world of 
formula one 
racing IS in 
turmoil 
Crashes, 

resignations, sneak 
offers the entire 
works Is hitting the 
normally peaceful 
circuit First the 
crashes with more 
and more cars getting 
faster, they're 
crashmg up more 
frequently Refer to 
the French Grand 
Pnx’s flag off if you 
don’t beheve me Then 
resignationB 
Gerhard Berger is 
leaving Ferrari in a 
huff after he 
disagreed with his 
team about the way 
they handled his car 
And sneak offers 
Alain Frost has 
supposedly been 
made an offer by the 
newly formed British 
Formula team 
Moneytron Onyx for 
the coming season 
But the hottest 
news isn’t all that 
Nigel Mansell has 
finally come out with 
the true story about 
his punch—up with 
Ayrton Senna Senna, 
not really the most 
amicable chap around 
and tagged the Sao 
Paulo Taxi Driver for 



his ruthless tactics on 
track, had just forced 
Mansell off the 
track—and out of Gie 
race^urmg the 
Belgian Grand Pnx 
two years ago and 
Mansell decided to 
stomp into Senna's 
pits and have a word 
with him Well#a 
word led tchMibther , 
and that lea w’ 


Mansell holding 
Senna by the ooUeur 
against the wall and 
threatening him with 
dire consequences if 
he didn’t improve on 
his track behaviour 
If you think that’s 
bad form, hsten to 
what happened next 
Mansell was dragged 
off by pithands a 


furious Senna came 
ott the wall swinging, 
clouting ManssUeven 
as he was held baede 
by mechanics So it 
was Mansell who 
came away, the worse 
fbr the wear after the 
tiff Funny, espet^ly 
since Mansell is the 
one who's a karate 
expert and all that, 
huh? 


W HETHER he 
likes It or not, 
Boris Becker is 
a superstar andts, 
multimillionaire at , 
tender age of 2i His 
third Wimbledon wm 
has boosted his prize 
numey earnings to the 
$32 imUipn mark-one 
of the SIX men ever to 
reach that flgure^and 
his $76,<!)0<i--a—time 
exhihittons don't hurt 
his bankbfihmbe St eU 


BECKER'S MONEY ‘PROBLEMS' 


either But it is the 


f :.7 fX* r»T¥- liL X? llilllil 


•>rpdly rocketed his 
penonal fortune 

Beoker’l^teiit 
triumph has got him a 
thrse-year contract with 
tile West German dairy 
company Muilmrmuls^ 
for $1.7 million while 
manager hm Tirisie Ut 


negiotiating imuion 
dollar contracts with 
Fcdaroid, Ford, Fila and 
Dudora When all these 
come through—mid 
thw will soon—Becker 
will have taken his 
eanihigs through tminis 
to a mindblowing 30 
million dollars. And he 
woiv'^Sihe 2$ till this 


Yl»T'7 


Compare that with 
Steffi Grafs takings. 
Although her pnze 
money somewhat 
matches Becker's, she 
has only managed $1.8 
million through 
endorE»ments The 
difference is Becker’s 
charismatic presence on 
oOuxj^ they eay. Maybe 
Steffi should start 
divingand scamping a 
Ibw knees and bloodying 
her elhoarstooi Worth It? 












UDIES WITH BEARDS AND DEEP VOICES 





FTHttie 

dope 


■■ W belnff 
created Iqr the East 
Qermaa defector Dr. 
Aschenbaoh, there's 
more news surfiBcingr. 
Chrlfltlane Knecke, 
an East German 
olsrmpio swimmer 
who participated in 
the IQSOOlympioaat 


jarmiiia 

Kratoohvilova: 

e^jadhort o vakta^ 


athlete hada 
phjnriqne Carl Lewis 
would iM 
proud of 

Moscow, has now 
gone on record 
stating that she and 
other East German 
swimmers were 


forced to take steroids 
before 1980. 

Ihe latest barrage 
however has ooBoe 
fromaBrit Sharron 
Davies. Medal 
winning swimmer for 
the US wcnusn's swim 
team at the 1980 
Bfbaoow Games, is 
jdanning a oomsfaaOk 
to national level 
competition. But even 


’issssssst'' 

IldwwtttgMdy' 

asapeoulatkmruns 
tifb about her Kdiancee 
after eutdi 8 toner 
layoff, Pavleea greoB 
withSnedke^e 
statement and ealct 
that moat of the East 
German swimmers 
she and her 
teaTmnfttnB 
against in Mbaoow 
had deqi voices., And 
fiveto^dook ahadowaf 

Tm not going to 
nsme nsmee,** Davisa 
aaid. "But ifa not Juat* 
the East Germana, it 
mvolvae an awfhl lot 
of other Europaana as 
well Weknewwhat 
waa going oa but it 
was aomething wa 
Juat accepted”. But 
ahe’a not too hs^ppy at 
the way thinga are 
going right now. 

"But now I think ife 
got to a atage where 
everybody is doing it 
because ite the oiUy 
way they oen 
oompate” she said 
while pointing an 
aoouaing finger at the 
wcorld in general. 


QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


J OHN MCBNIIOB, raoalUnghis unhappy. 

embattiadpaatat Wimbladon; Taah. that 
flrut time in England, * 77 ,tbelnterviewewerethe 
bardaat part, a lot harder toan the paying. And 
the preaawaaalwayeaodifBirolt here, looold 
never get conifiartalde. rm faeUng pretty good 
about the plaoe fbr the firat time In aQ my ( 11 ) 
Wlmhledona. ProbaUy Iwunlbaraally 
o omf bi rta Me there till Fm 00, taut thwe’edeflnitrty 

an improvement, an e aefiig .*l 1 ia p i i ><>a ha> di*»iy» 
gotten to me nagattvely.lliBltpainMentad. But the 
wnrst was *80 whan CKeein) Curran beat ine. 
Suhaoimaoioualy, I waakxddnglbraway out. The 
praaaure had gol^ to ma. 13 ien (Boriid Badnr, a 
t r^yaatHDld who didn't even know how to play, 
wina ik Iftat waa «Ubami^||rtag.” 


B ILUE JEAN KINO, untnteraated in the Ufa of 
a odabrity: It dapaoda on your panttmaUty. 
Some people really eqjoy beingasuparatar. ttiv 
need more gra tlfl oa t ion from the public. I dent 
need any. 

I think Chrfa (Evert) and Marttaa 
(Navratilova.) are uMioh batter at that. They like it 
(betogacaMirily) more than Itb>. But tfaa 
tradeoff, everything In Ufa ie. I do Uks 
puftormlng, but I would rather have aomaone 
oome up to me and say 1 appreciate what you’ve 
dona for tennis. P er for m ing ie eo temporary. 
Being a part of all tbatfa happening in hullding 
up tennis is mere gratifying to me beoauae I know 
when rmgcBie,rve left eonwthtng and It will 
oonttnusvm.’’ 
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■ REKKiNG 

Has described 
here, means travel by 
foot for many days 
During this time, 
travellers can shock up 
at nights at the homes of 
local people, or camp by 
themselves They can eat 
either local food or food 
they have brought with 
them In fact, on many 
treks through populated 
areas to lonely heights, 
it 18 customary to try all 
of the above variations 

Trekking is sporty 
and healthy, though not 
without hazards It is 
strenuous, bums 
salones, so that many 
who were overweight 
shed their excess bulk 
along the trail 
Bveryone feels his or her 
muscles hrm up 
Furthermore, modern 
aealth care is now 


available in the 
mountain areas But 
when sensible 
precautions are taken 
few get sick On the 
contrary, most people 
find it physically and 
spiritually 
enlightening 

STYLES 

There are three basic 
appi caches to trekking 
Within each there are 
many variations as well 
as some related activities 
that can be enjoyed 
during or in between 
treks The style you 
choose depends on your 
budget, time available 
and personal preference 
In addition, the areas 
you wish to visit dictates 
choices 

WITHOUT A GUIDE 

Also known as the ‘Live 
off the land’ approach, 
this mode is popular 
among 


budget conscious 
travellers as well as 
those who wish to live 
among the local 
inhabitants during their 
trek This is a good way 
to learn about the 
people, their customs 
and religious beliefs 
You can sleep and eat 
with them or, in areas 
where there are no 
inhabitants cany your 
own food and shelter 
The disadvantages of 
this mode of travel 
includes wasting 
considerable time 
organising affairs, 
getting lost 

occasionally—especially 
when travelling off the 
standard routes—^and 
often being limited in 
the areas you can travel 

WITH A GUIDE 

This mode of travel can 
mean arranging and 
outfitting a large trek 
just as any professional 


agency would do It 
could also mean simply 
hiring a guide to 
accompany a small 
group The guide can 
keep the party on the 
correct trails and may 
sometimes even cook 
carry a load or attend to 
other chores Porters 
can be taken on along 
the trail when 
necessary 
The advantage of 
trekking with a guide is 
that It allows 
considerable flexibility 
in the choice of route, 
diversions and 
scheduling There is 
also a greater 
opportunity for 
interacting with the 
local people encountered 
on the route (Trekking 
with a' professional 
agency may turn out to 
be an expensive affair 
because this offers a 
degree of luxury that is 
not possible with others) 









Although not 
jrecxjmmended, one must 
keep in mind the 
individuals who prefer 
the solitude of trekking 
on their own Not that 
there is any particular 
hazard, it is just safer 
with a companion There 
are very few instances of 
trekkers being attacked, 
and that too when they 
have occurred, tliey 
have probably been due 
! to a misunderstanding 
I with the local people 


TREKKING IN THE 
MONSOON 

Although many 
consider it out of the 
question, trekking 
during the i aiiiy i ertson 
has been discovered by 
only a select lew Tht i e 
are several reasons to 
consider joining tliese 
eccentrics Some want to 
trek when populai trails 
are not packed with 
trekkers Olheisaie 
inlere,sted in the plant 
and animal liletliat is 
mostspectaculai at tins 
time It IS undeinably 
the most beautiful time 
oftheyeai Kveiything 
IS lush green The 
clouds perfoi in 
dramatically and 
periodically pait lo 
reveal the splcndou t of 
spectacular vistas 
Mountain viewsduiiiig 
the monsoon may be 
unforgettable Thehigli 
country is alive with 
activity as people 
pasture then aninialson 
the upper slopes 
There are pi oblems 
however FJverything 
tends to get soaked 
Trails are nuidd.v. 
always wot, and 
sometimes ti eai hci ou.s 
Distant views ai e 
generally clouded 
Bridges sometimes are 
washed-out. 


necessitating 
time-consuming 
detours What ina.y have 
been a trickleduiing the 
dry season 1 1 ansfoi m.s 
into a fast torrent in the 
monsoon At times .you 
might even have to wait 
a day or two tor the 
watei level to di op To 
make mattei s woi se, 
leeches populate the 
loi ests at the higher 
altitudes while 
mosquitoes and fliet 
abound at the lowei 
elevations 
III planning a 
monsoon trek, do not 
jilan to covei a big 
(listaiite in a short time 
If IS hard to equal dry 
season trekking Many 
of the trails will be 
different during the 
monsoon Drier ndgos 
aie u.sually taken 
instead of t he ftcxxlcd 
valle.y bottoms Take 
time to enjoy village life 
to sample the fruits and 
vegetables in season to 
enjoy the pi (xligious 
plant life And do not toll i 
too many people how 
much you have enjoyed 
It' 

PREPARATIONS 

Trekking. hke any other 
activity. IS usually more 
successful if the 


participants are 
prepared, and if th<*v 
have some idea of what 
to expect Those who 
know bf'toro they leave 
home that t hey want to 
trek in the Himalayas 
should attempt to ti ek 
only after they knew 
exactly what they need 
lor the ‘expectation’ 

MAPS 

Although not alwa.ys 
available, tnev can give 
you a bi let idea of the' 
altitudes and the type ol 
topogiaphy you tan 
expect Your 
prepai ations will be 
based on this 
information Otheiwi.se 
you can write to the 
State Tourism of Ik e foi 
fuitlier details 

FOOTWEAR: 

Comfortable fcKitwear is 
a must, but opinions 
vary widely on what 
tvpT'IS the best Home 
tiekkeis wear lugh fop 
hunting bixits although 
some sav that these are 
unncte.ssaiily 
lestnctive, 

uncoinfo) tabk" hot and 
sweaty Othersswe-ar by 
sneakcis imining 
shoes and tennis shoes 
These woi k quite well 
but one should be 


cautious while wearing 
them in hot weather 
because the feet may 
sweat a great deal and 
develop blisters There is 
another complaint 
against these sneakers 
and that is I hey provide 
very little support under 
the solo of the fool 
Whalevei you wear 
make sure your shoes 
have good grijiping 
underneath 
But the set ret ties not 
in the stIOC'S you wear 
but the socks Ttif outer 
pair should 'x .soft and 
wfxillen to ab.soi b 
moisture and c hanged 
fiequently Thick outer 
socks made of synthetic 
mate! lals are banned 
since they do not absorb 
sweat and often lead to 
hlisteis But thin 
.synthetic .scx'ks as 
inners are excellent 
Thin slippery scx'ks 
worn witli heavier ones 
allow the feet and the 
inner sex-ks to .slip 
around inside the other 
socks This decreases 
stress and prevents 
hlistei's Some people 
advcxiate changing 
scxks twice a day or 
more, kei^ping a pair 
drying outside the pack 
Try this if you have 
trouble with your feet 
and be sure to 1 akc 
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also essential at high 
altitudes to piotect the 
eyes from the snow 
glare Two or three 
layers of woolen gloves 
with leather outer 
gloves are a must for 
high altitudes 

Dui mg the trek do not 
pile yourself with warm 
clothes because as you 
walk you tend to sweat 
This can be very 
uncomfortable and also 
result m a chest cold 
You should be 
comfortably padded 
against the wind and the 
cold 

Even though jeans are 
most popular on a trek 
try to avoid using them 
because they are very 
heavy when wet and 
being thick they do not 
allow the pores on your 
skin to breathe freely 


SLEEPING GEAR 


A good sleeping bag is 
essential for those 
contemplating going to 
the cold high elevations 
A bag with a full zipper 
IS more versatile since it 
is comfortable at 



cool/high altitudes and 
in warm low country A 
washable sleeping bag 
liner solves a lot of 
hygienic problems 
sheet of plastic and 
mattress helps keep 
equipment dry and is 
comfortable The 
matters also prevents 
the cold coming up from 
the ground 
For those going only 
to low altitudes or 
planning a trek in the 
monsoon, a lightweight 
blanket may be 
sufficient 


NEXT WEEK: 


Preparations: 

Shelter, Packs, 
Miscellaneous 
equipment. 
Healthcare: Problems 
and symptoms, cures 
and preventions... 















' CALENDAR 
National Events: 

Golf: Sher-i-Kashmir 
Open at Gulmarg, from 
' August 31 to &pt 3 
Prize money worth Rs 
1 5 lakhs 

Swimming: l6th junior 
I national championships 
at Ludhiana from Au- 
I gust 20 onwards 
Handball: Sher-i- 

Kashmir internallonal 
tournament at Si inagar, 
from August 3 to 10 14 
countries to participate 
Table Tennis: Southern 
India championships at 
Andhra Pradesh, from 
I August 8 to 13 
Ahshan Open at Talka- 
toiastadium. Delhi from 
August 24 to 28 
Boxing: Soviet Ixixing 
team will visit India, 
fiom August 2 to 22 
' The three tests against i 
India will be at IVIhi 
Bombay and Madias 
Dates of the tests liave 
yet to be finalised 
Hockey: 53rd national 
hockey championships 
at Gwalior Quaiter 
finals on August 2 semi 
finals on August 3 and 
final on August 5 
Billiards: 1st womens 
billiards and snookci 
national championships 
at Bangaloie. from Au¬ 
gust 2 onwards 
International Events: 
Athletics: Fairopcan Cup 
final at Gateshead on 
August 5 and 6 Grand 
Prix meeting at 
Budapest. Hungaiy on 
August 8 An Open 
I championships at Birm- 
I ingham, from August 
I 11 to 13 lAAF invita¬ 
tional meet at Hengelo. 

‘ Netherlands on August 
3 3 Wellklasse Grand 
Prix meet at Zurich on 
August 16 Grand Prix 
meet at West Berlin on 
August 18 Weltklasse 
Grand Prix meet at Col¬ 
ogne on August 20 
European junior cham¬ 
pionships at Verazdin. 


PREVIEW 


Yugoslavia from August 
24 to 28 Grand Prix 
meet at Brussels on Au¬ 
gust 25 Kodak Classic 
at Gateshead between 
England, Australia and 
Italy on August 28 
Badminton: Australian 
open finals on August 
13 

Hong Kong open finals 
on August 21 
Chinese Open finals on 
August 27 

Canoeing: World Sprint 
Championships at Plov¬ 
div, Bulgaria from Au¬ 
gust 23 to 27 
Cricket: Australia vs 
Leic'csterslm e at L,eices- 
ter, from August 5 to 7 
England vs Au.stiaha. 
5th Test .d lYent Bridge. 
Nottingham, from Au¬ 
gust to to 15 
Essex vs Australia at 
Chelmsford, from An 
gust 19 to 21 England 
vs Australia. 6th Test at 
the Oval, from August 
24 to 29 

Nat west trophy semi fin¬ 
als on August 16 
Cycling: Tour of Bel¬ 
gium, from August 8 to 
13 

Tour of Holland, from 
August 14 to 19 
World track cham¬ 
pionships at Lyon 
France from August 14 
to 20 

Tour of Britain, from 
August 29 to September 
3 

Equestrianism: Euro¬ 
pean dressage cham¬ 
pionships at Luxem¬ 
bourg, fiom August 2 to 
8 

Nations Cup at Dublin, 
from August 8 to 12 
European show jumping 
championships at Rot¬ 
terdam. from August 16 
to 20 

Golf: US. PGA cham¬ 


pionships at Chicago, 
from August 10 to 13 
Walker Cup, USA vs Bri¬ 
tain and Ireland at 
Atlanta, USA on August 
16 and 17 German Open 
at Frankfurt, from Au¬ 
gust 24 to 27 
Hockey; 4th Junior 
World Cup tournament, 
at Ipoh, Malaysia, from 
August 8 to 19 Detailed 
programme Pool A 
West Germany, Austra 
ha, Holland, Argentina, 
Egypt and Malaysia 
Pool B Britain, Pakis 
tan, South Korea. Spain, 
USSR and USA 
Motorcycling: British 
Grand Pnx at Doning- 
toii. on August 6 
Sweedish Grand Pnx at 
Anderstorp, on August 
13 Czec'h Giand Pnx at 
Brno, on August 27 
Motor Racing; Hunga¬ 
rian Grand Pnx at 
Budapest on August 13 
Belgian Grand Pnx at 
Spa, on August 27 
Birmingham Supei Pnx 
meeting at Biiiiiingham 
from August 26 to 28 
Rallying: Rally of l.OOO 
lakes at Finland fioin 
August 23 to 27 Ulster 
Rally at li eland on Au 
gust 28 and 29 
Water Skiing: Eutopean 
championships at Milan 
Italy, lioni August 3 to 
6 Woi Id championship-, 
at Palm Beach 
Swimming: European 
championships at Bonn, 
West Germany Irom 
August 11 to 20 
European Masters at 
Turku. Finland fiom 
August 31 to September 
3 

Rowing: World Junior 
Championships at 
Szeged. Hungary from 
August 1 to 6 
Tennis: US Clay court 


championships at Indi¬ 
anapolis, USA from Au¬ 
gust 7 to 13 
Canadian Open at Mon¬ 
treal, from August 14 to 
20. US Open at Flushing 
Meadows, New York, 
from August 29 to 
September 10 
Virginia slim senes at 
Los Angeles from Au¬ 
gust 7 to 13 
Football Chanty Shield, 
Arsenal vs Liverpool at 
Wembley on August 12 
English league begins 
on August 19 World 
Cup qualifying match 
(European Zone) Austria 
vs Iceland (Group 3) on 
August 23 World Cup 
qualifying matches 
(South American zone) 
Bo'ivia vs Peru (Group 
I) on August 20 Peru vs 
Uruguay (Group 1) on 
August 27 Columbia vs 
Ecuador (Group 2) on 
August 20 Paraguay vs 
Columbia (Gi-oup 2) on 
August 27 Venezuela vs 
Brazil (Group 3) on Au¬ 
gust 6 Chile vs Brazil 
(Group 3) on August 13. 
Brazil vs Venezuela 
(.Group 3) on August 20. 
Chile vs Venezuela 
(Group 3) on August 27 
TELEVISION: lave tele- 
Crist of semi finals and 
final of senioi national 
hotkey championships 
at Gwalioi on August 3 
and 5 respectively 
Woiid of Sports, every 
Sunday on Auguste, 13. 
20 and 27 To be shown 
in every World of Sports 
programme is a special 
ser lal ‘Great Moments 
in Indian Sport pro¬ 
duced by Ramesh R 
Kohli and Akash Lal 
RADIO: Running com¬ 
mentary in both Hindi 
and English of semi fin¬ 
als and final of senior 
national hockey cham¬ 
pionships at Gwalior on 
August 3 and 5 respec- , 
tively w . I 


CompHed by Novy xapadla 


69 




ROUNDUP^ 


SfllMLA 


NattonalHaiigGlldiiig 

T he tranquil heights and the 
sleepy valley dawn telow in 
Kangru district of Himachal 
Pradesh once aj^ain sprang into 
life and nin th as the fifth National 
IlangCiliding rally got into 
motion for five days last month. 
The sky was cast with bright 
coloured gliders which to the 
viewers down below looked like 
colourful butterflies. 


Gliders look like butterflies 
high up in the sky 

The earliei' four rallies were 
held in the month of October, but 
this year the organisers, IIP 
Tourism Development 
Corporation, changed it to June 
because October grew too cold for 
the heights (8.500 feet above sea 
level) and the participants could 
not give out theii- very best in 
their display at higher heights in 
that cold. 

But the weather was not that 
kind in June too. Occasional 
showers and wind still failed to 
dampen the spirits of the 
contestants 

A total of 17 competitors, 
mostly from the defence services 
and three foreigners took part 

The rally was divided into two 
sections, the cross country for the 
well-trained and experienced; and 
the novice for the learners and 
those lacking experience. The 
cross country section had the 
events like Spot Landing. 
Duration, 

liOnaDistance races In the novice 
sect^<..the participants had to 
stay wtger in the air. 

The cross country section had 


six participants; Deepak Mahajan, 
Mohan Kutty, W. M. Jeol, Neel 
Keenicr, C. V. S. Prasad and B. J. 
S. Cheema. The novice section 
attracted more enthusiasts, 11 in 
all; Chetan Naidu, Satish 
Pathania, C. B. Saner, Abhijat 
Tanna, Shoeb Ahmed, Suresh 
Patil, LokendraSharma, R. P. 
Dev, B. K. Das, Naik Tyagi and 
Maj. Sharma. 

Last year's champion Deepak 
Mahajan of Bombay once again 
flew to first position in the cross 
country event and received a prize 
money of Rs. 15,000. The second 
position was shared by 
Commander Mohan Kutty of 
Indian Navy and Lt. B. J. S. 
Cheema, who both got Rs. 5,000 
each. Being the single winner, the 
third position holder Lt. C. V. S. 
Prasad won Rs. 7,500. 

In the novice section, Sq Ldr. 
Rudra Pratap Dev won the first 
position (Rs. 7.500), Shoeb Ahmed 
second (Rs. 5,000) and the third 
position (Rs. 3,500) went to Sgt. 
Satish Pathania who hails from 
Himachal Pradesh. 

The rally was inaugurated by 
Himachal governor, Vice-Admiral 
R. K. S. Gandh (retired). 

Kanta Sharma 


BOMBAY 


Gymkhana Table 
Tennis 

V ARSHA CHULANl and Sujay 
Ghorpade emerged champions 
in the women's and men’s singles 
respectively in the P J Hindu 
Gymkhana Table Tennis 
Tournament held at Bombay. 

Down by two games after three 
sets, Varsha fought back 
dramatically against the 
experienced Nandini Kulkarni in 
the five-set duel. Varsha had a 
quick attack and this helped her 
to win the first game. However. 
Nandini Kulkarni came up with 
smashing forehands which helped 
her capture the next two sets, 
Chulani resorted to attacks and 
dictated rallies using the jabs and 
finally subdued Nandini to 
capture the singles crown. Varsha 
won at 21-14. 16-21.18-21,21-10, 
21-14. 


In the men’s singles, Sujay too 
had to struggle as Rahul Dutta 
bounced back capturing the 
second game after losing the first. 
However, Ghorpade started off 
confidently in the third, 
unleasing his smashes and 
continued in the same tenor till 
the fourth and final set. Ghorpade 
won at 21-13,18-21,21-13,21-15. 

The junior singles titles for boys 
and girls were won by C R 
Narayan and Cho-ChangShimery 
respectively. However, the 
sub-junior singles for boys turned 
out to be exciting till the final fifth 
game (22-20) which was finally 
annexed by Vijay Kini. The 
sub-junior girls’ title was taken by 
L J Medherkar. 

M.P. Suresh 


BHILAI 


CISFVoUeyball 

T he Security men of Durgapur 
Steel Plant have lifted the 10th 
All India Central Industrial Police 
Force Interzonal Volleyball 
tournament. In the hard fought 
final, they defeated Bokaro Steel 
Ltd.. Bokaro by 15-13, 15-10. 
15-6. 

For the third spot. Southern 
Zone overpowered the hosts, 
Bhilai Steel Plant. Bhilai. 


In the six-day tournament, 
played at Pant Stadium, ten teams 
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burgapur Steel Plant: winners of the volleyball tournament 


participated. In the semifinals. 
Durgapur outclassed Bhilai by 
15-9, 15-3, 15-12 whereas Bokaro 
had a tough time against South 
Zone before winning by 15-9, 
11-15, 15-6, 15-6. At the 
conclusion of the tournament Mr 
D.P. Khanna, I.G. gave away the 
prizes. 

Harish Harsh 

Sujay Qhorpade: winner of the 
men’s singles 


^1 




level of the gaune in the state. Both 
the teams registered thumping 
3-0 wins over their respective 
opponents in the final. 

Arjun Dutta, the sub-junior 
boys’ champion, was the architect 
of Hartley’s victory. In the 
opening singles, Santanu 
Banerjee of Kanailal Vidyamandir 
found him too hot to handle, 
losing 11-21,15-21. Dutta took 
things rather easy and seemed 
content to capitalise more on 
Banerjee’s mistakes. 

In the second singles, Dutta’s 
teammate Partha Sarathi 
Chatterjee was extended to three 
games by Subhra Kamal Banerjee 
before beating him 15-21,21-19, 
23-21. Then Dutta paired with 
Amit Sharma to beat Arijit Sinha 
andSoumitraPatra21-13.21-15. 

Dutta went on to capture the 
singles title also, accounting for 
Samit Biswas of Srirampur Union 
21-16, 21-17. The girls’ singles 


& 


The boy’s champions. Hartley’s: From left: Amit Shar^. ^jun 
Dutta, Partha Sarathi Chatterjee and Bhupender Mehta 


't 


CA1X:UTTA 


Patterson Memorial TT 

H ARTLEY’S High School and 
Sukchar Satadal emerged 
champions in the boys’ and girls 
section, respectively, in the 
Patterson memorial table tennis 
tournament—the symbol of 
supremacy at the inter-school 


title went to Madhuri Bhadra of 
Howrah Deshbandhu Balika 
Vidyalaya. She downed Sukchar’s 
Iti Roy 21-19,21-16. 

The Sukchar girls thrashed 
Krishna Bhavani for the team 
title. 

The results of the girls’ team 
championships are. Sukchar 
Satadal bt Krishna Bhavani 3-0 
(Iti Roy beat Manima Ghosh 
14-21, 21-12, 21-17; Sonuli Sen bt 
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Urmila Chhetn a stupendous performance 


Bambuia Sen 21-10 21 16 III and 
Sonah Sen bt Bambina and Tuhina 
Sen21-ll. 21-13) 

State Group Swiimniiig 

S EVEN golds including a 
national record isn 1 too bad a 
performance in a state level meet 
That's the only way one can sum 
up the performance of Urmila 
Chhetn, the pint-sized girl from 
Howrah She upstagcvl all the 
other performances with her 
ciMsistent show over the four 
of the championships at the 
las Sarobar pool 


Though it IS too premature a 
comment Urmila has all the 
makings of becoming another 
Bula Chowdhury In the process 
of emerging the individual 
champion in her age group (group 
III. uiider-13 years), she showed a 
class which certainly put her laps 
ahead of other competitors in her 
age group 

The national record came on day 
one Urmila covered the 200 
metres individual medley in 2 mm 
44 75 seconds, bettering her own 
national mark of 2 45 25 she 
achieved in the heats of the 
sub-junior nationals in Bangalore 


recently That time around, she 
obliterated Bula’s 1983 record of 
2 45 47 secs 

Next day, she added two more 
golds in the 50m freestyle (3143 
secs) and 100m backstroke 
(1 22 82 secs) A small example will 
help illustrate the difference of 
class between Urmila and the rest 
of the crop In the 100m 
backstroke, the second-placed 
Swagata Bhowmick of Nadia 
touched the pad but there was a 
difference of six seconds (1 
28 28) 

Urmila’s other golds came in the 
100m breast-stroke (I 28 22). 

200m freestyle (2 28 48), 100m 
freestyle (1 09 22) and 100m 
butterfly (1 13 71) 

Among the girls, the next 
performer of note was Sumitra 
Farm in the under 11 years age 
group Coming from Urmila’s 
home district, she ran her senior 
close with five triumphs, three of 
them meet records She picked up 
golds in 50m butterfly (35 92, 
previous record 36 60 of her own 
in 1988), 50m breast-stroke 
(43 61), 100m freestyle (1 14 18) 
previous record of Urmila Chhetn 
(1 16 40 in 1987), 50m backstroke 
(40 19, previous record of Bula 
Chowdhury (41 50 in 1980) 50m 
freestyle (34 38) 

Mahesh Sarogi of Calcutta, 

Sanjit Dey of North 24 Parganas 
and Tapan Kumar Ghosh among 
the boys had their moments of * 
glory On the second day, Tapan 
sank the four-year old record of 
Biswajit Ghosh in the 1500m 
freestyle (19 45 16 against the old 
record of 20 16 04) 

In group III, Sarogi and Dey 
shared the spoils The former 
broke two records (setting 2 
38 63 against Mohammed 
Hossam Gayen’s 1987 time of 
2 39 5), then 1 14 78 in the 100m 
tiackstroke erasing Purnendu 
Mondol’s last year mark of 1 
15 92 Sanjit took the golds in the 
100m butterfly (1 09 61), 200m 
freestyle (2 23 66), 100m 
freestyle (1 05 37) and 200m 
individual medley^2 39 63) 

Calcutta emerged champions in 
both the boys’ and girls’ category, 
logging 150 and 120 points, 
respectively. 

Gautam Bhattacharyya 


A Gemian Double 

I N a fairy tale endings, 

Wimbledon ’89 witnessed the 
rare spectacle of Boris Becker 
and Steffi Graf, both of the 
same country, lifting the men’s 
and women’s titles at the 
Championships this year 
After winning the title as an 
unseeded 17-year-old in 1985 and 
then repeating it again the next 
year, Boris Becker has now 
matured into a fine professional 
His sizzling forehand, and service 
returns, a shotgun backhand and 
booming service captivated 
viewers all over the world 
It was the first time in 40 yeai s 
that a player has been given a set 
at love and it was indeed one of the 
more memorable perfoi mances of 
recent times 

Steffi Graf retained het title and 
also displayed her howitzer 
forehand, athletic prowess, 
impeccable footwork coupled with 
a matchless temperament 
It was indeed a delight to watch 
this duo in action and we hope 
that they will continue to 
enter tain us in the years to come 
PBL MURTHY, 

Secunderabdxi 

W IMBLEDON had all the stars 
of modern tennis pi esent but 
once again, it was John McEnroe 
who received all the attention He 


showed flashes of the old McEnroe 
touch and was almost a favourite 
for the title, although m a 
sentimental way 
Edberg played with more 
consistency and it was a tribute to 
McEnroe that though he played a 
httle loosely, he still had Edberg 
in trouble Although, Edberg 
managed to come through finally 
BS VISWANATH. 

Bangalore 

The Match Of The Fbitni^tiM« 

T he semi-final encounter 
between the two masters of 
contemporary tennis Boris 
Becker and Ivan Lendl -should be 
rated as the ‘match of the 
tournament ’ 

The extremely hard fought 
five-setter, which could have gone 
either way, had our hearts beating 
in high-pitched excitement 
Although the dashing Czech’s 
bid for winning the Wimbledon 
title has been foiled once again, I 
salute him for his fighting nature 
TANMOYUHOSH. 

Calcutta 


Mac Is 


T his year s Wimbledon has seen 
the retui n of John Pati ick 
McEnroe At 30, he has created 
one of the greatest comebacks in 
tennis history Aftei four yeai s in 
the wilderness, he has. once again 
found his magic touch 
Throughout the tournament we 



had glimpses of vintage McEnroe 
of the early SO’s—his brilliant, 
deceptive services, the 
magmficent touch play and his 
beautiful wnstwork which makes 
his game look so easy 
Perhaps the only thing which 
he IS lacking Is consistency But 
at the age of 30, he cannot be any 
younger, but we hope that with 
adequate preparation he will 
perform well at the US Open later 
on in the year 
RAJEEVMOHAN. 

Tinsukia, 

Assam 
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M y heartiest congratulations to 
Steffi Graf and Boris Becker of 
West Germany for winning the 
women’s and men's titles at the 
recently-concluded Wimbledon 
Championships 
It was inde^ bad luck on her 
pai t that she missed winning the 
FienchOpen Otherwise, I am 
sure she would have another 
“Grand Slam” this year 
Anyway, better luck next year 
SUBRATSAMAL, 

Burla, 

Orissa 


Unlucky Lendl 


W hat more can Ivan Lendl do 
to win Wimbledon- the one 
title ho says he’s ready to sacrifice 
ten other titles for After his first 
ever grasscourt title at Queen’s, 
and an impressive run-up, he had 
to meet Boris Becker, the bookies 
favourite 

And then he showed why he is 
World No 1 The man whose 
volleying was as predictable as 
rain not visiting Wimbledon (or so 
they thought), produced some 
dream volleys and excellent 
serves But suddenly, some 
incredible hne calls changed it all 
His comment to the umpire 
(‘Don’t give me hard times I just 
can’t believe it ’) showed that he 
was a broken man 
Becker, serving ruthlessly and 
playing his backhands with 
devastating effect, once again 
destroyed the Wimbledon dreams 
of Ivan ‘unlucky’ Lendl 
VIVEK AGARWAL. 

Calcutta 








UIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 From what does ‘The John Player 
League' get its name*? 

2 What IS interesting about the 
birthplace of Spencer Gore the first 
Wimbledon champion’’ 

3 While there is no minimum depth 
for an international-size swimming 
pool in the case of the Olympic 
Games this must be 1 8m over-all 
Why IS this so’’ 

4 Who IS a pr/o/arr^ 

5 When was the 100 yards sprint 
removed from the lAAF world 
record list’’ 

6 Have modern Olympic sprinters 
always used starting blocks’’ 

7 Surrey captain P G H Fender hit 
up a century in thirty-five minutes 
When was it and who were the 
opponents’’ 

8 What IS common to these 
European soccer sides 
Academico, Monijo, Beira Mar’’ 

9 In which sport were the following 
persons world champions James 
Hunt. Dennis Hulme. Emerson 
Fittipaldi’’ 

10 What IS common to cricket Test 
hat-trick makers Maurice Allom 
(England) and Peter Petherick’’ 

11 Who was the first man to win 
Olympic, world and European 
gold medals in pigeon shooting’’ 

12 Who IS the only swimmer in 
Olympic history to have won 
three gold medals in three 
swimming styles’’ 

ANSWERS 

1 From the international cigarette 
company of the same name based 
in Nottingham 

2 He was born in Wimbledon itself 

3 Because waterpolo games are 
held in the same pool and a 
waterpolo pool has to be 
20m \ 8m ' 1 80m deep 

4 A pelola playei 

5 1976 

6 Only since 1948 

7 1920, Northamptonshire 

8 All of them are Portuguese Clubs 

9 Motor racing 

10 Both of them got the hat-trick on 
their debut Test 

11 Ennio Mattarelli (Italy) 

12 Kristin Otto (GDR) who won three 
gold medals in freestyle, two in 
backstroke and one in the 
butterfly in the Seoul Olympics 

JtMiHGIwM 



Just how highly should the 
queen be valued’ Conventional 
wisdom says it’s worth a rook, a 
minor piece and a pawn Three 
active minor pieces should also be 
enough It all depends on the 
position 

This particular setup is 
supposed to be "unclear” 
according to the book Nigel Short 
IS sure that white is better and put 
his reputation on the line by 
playing it He massacred Richard 
(not Tony) Miles to prove his 
point 

White Short Black Miles Pirc 
Defence 

I e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Bc4 
Bg7 5Qe2 Nc6 6 e5 Nxd4 Black 
has the option of playing 6 Nd7 
or G Ng4 but not 6- Nh5 which 
loses a piece 7el6 Nxe2 8 Ig7 Rg8 
9 Ngxe2 Rxg7 10 Bh6 Rg8 White 
has much better coordination and 
its difficult to find a coherent plan 
with bltK’k 

II O 0 0e6 12 h4 Bd7 13 Ne4 f6 
14 Nf4 Kf7 (Diagram) Black can 
never play d5 because Nxd5 
wins Attempting to castle by 

14 Qe7 15g4 0-0-0 16g5f5 17 
Nf6 IS also depressing 

15 Rhel Re8 16 g4 a5 17 a3b5 
18 Ba2 Re7 19 g5 f5 20 Nf6 Bc8 21 
Nxh7 c5 22 h5 gh5 23 g6 Kg8 24 
Nf6 H- Kh8 25 Nxe6 Black resigns 
25 - Bxe6 26 Rxe6 Rxe6 27 g7 is 
checkmate 



Devangthu Dutta 

BRIDGE 

I got my first client last month 
in Cairo Now don t get ideas, he 
was just a bridge chen t Let me 
clarify In the West, experts often 
pair with average players, who 


pay a fee of up to 500 dollars per 
session of 24 to 30 boards for the 
pleasure of learning at the table 
The pro expects this compensation 
for enduring the pain of watching 
cold contracts being made a mess 
of In my case, though, there were 
two variations My fee was rather 
modest—SIX dollars, the entry fee 
for the worldwide Epson 
contest and pleasure and pain 
were both mine 

First the pain Having got fixed 
by opponents on two hands early 
on, my client got it into his head 
that we needed some super scores 
1 opened one diamond on 


A response of one heart gave me 
visions of a grand slam So, I bid 
lour clubs. Splinter, game-raise in 
heal ts with a singleton or void in 
clubs My heart sank as thi ee 
passes followed my client had 
forgotten our agreement' No, he 
hadn’t, for this was the dummy 

* 9 S 1 !i 4 i 10B /6!>2 

Silently I went two down with a 
diamond game cold Then came 

NOflTH(dummy) 

« b 2 

A 0 J 9 

♦ K O Q f 5 4 

WEST EAST 

♦ Kjq; ♦AO10S4 

K 9 6 9 ? 

A 9 6 2 O J 5 

4 10 3 4 J 7 ? 

SOUTH 

4 3 

10 7 5 4 A 

K 10 7 6 4 3 ^ 

4 A 6 


WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 



Paw 

Pass 

1 

24 

24 

Pass 

Pass 

Dbte 

Pass 

J 

34 

Pass 

P«aS 

4 

Obie 

4 

Dhl6 

AM PasA 


North’s second-round double 
was still takeout My client, 
sitting East, doubled on the sound 
of the auction' He won the spade 
lead and switched to a diamond, 
forcing dummy to ruff South, 
Egyptian international Sherif 
Nagruib, could have made 12 
tricks but he played safe by 
playing the trump queen right 
back, making 11 tricks 
Finally, the pleasi^re Ah, that 
will (Xime years later when I sit 
down to tell my grand-children 
about the time when even the 
great Zia Mahmood was my client' 
Santami Ghoaa 
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C ARRYINaonwith 
attmbom kuinitei.e. 
threMtop sparring 
movement, this week, 
we will discuss the 
Gyaku-Oidan Barai i.e., 
the reverse lower block 
and counter punch with 
Gldan-oi-tBuki i.e., 
(lower punch). This 
block and counter punch 
combination can be 
practised fix>m ZsnJcuteu 
dachi, Kibu dachi, 
Kokutsu dachi, and 
Sanchin Dachi. Now, 
here we will disctiss it 
from Zekutau-daobi. 

Let your partner stand 
in zenukutBu dachi, 
gidan-barai position, 
(right leg in fiont and 
left leg at the back). You 
stand in yoe dachi 
(ready stance). Then let 
your partner attack you 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


IK 












wfV. pott^ to grain or 

(.kiith’ytouijMkliaad . 


Step back with the right 
leg and Uook the pnaoh 
with alower blook 
(witoi your right hand) 

'with a left 

gidan-oi-tsuki, taking 
theleftleg forwardby 
one step. Imnmdiately, 
you take your right leg 
. back one sb^ and do a 
gidao-harai bkxdc by the. 
right hand. After your 
partner’s attack is 
already out of your body 
line, then it Should be 
countered with a 
Gidaa-ci-tauki (lower 
punch) with your left 
hand to the partner’s 
Sppoihor lov^ abdomen. 

Beginners should 
praotiaewith three 
stops, while senkuw 
should praotiae th» 
one>atep movement. < - 










I nsway, 

you’ve got to 
give Walt 
Disney more 
credit than 
Nick Bolliteri 
for the latest 
sensation to 
hit women’s 
tennis. The daughter of 
a cartoonist. Monica 
Seles began her tennis 
career at the of 
nine—can’t ewn 
remember what I did at 
that age—hitting tennis 
balls which had the 
cartoon flgures of Tom 
and Jerry drawn on 
them. You see, m her 
spare time she used to 
watch 

cartoons—obviously the 
effect of having a 
cartoonist for a 
fathf r—and these two 
cartoon characters were 
her favourites. Tom, 
however, getting the 
harder thwacking 
because he was up to all 
the mischief. 

Realising that his 
daughter did possess an 
eye for the ball, her 
father encouraged 
young Monica by going 
along with her odd 
request 
Now, having 
graduated from lobbing 
tennis balls with Tom 
and Jerry painted on 
them to propelling 
high-performance 
Slazengerand Penn 
professional competition 
balls across the net at 
speeds close to 100 
MPH, Monica Seles is 
making waves in the 
ladies circuit. And she 
couldn't have arrived at 
abetter time. Martina 
Navratilova and Chris 
Evert seem past it: The 
Sabatini mystique seems 
all unravelled; and Oraf 
is beginning to bore 
everyone with her 
winning. Just as people 
are seems all unravelled: 
and Graf is beginning ter 
bore everyone with her 
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winning. Just as people 
are looking for a new 
face along comes 
salvation in the form of 
the short and culAqr 
Arantxa Sanchez of 
Spain and the slim and 
fi^l Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia. 

In spite of her loss to 
top-seed Steffi Oraf in 
the fourth roxmd at 
Wimbledon, Seles is a 
celebrity. Her 
convincing victories 
f ever girls junior 
champion Brenda 
Schultz, Claudia Porwik 
and Eva Sviglerova 
proving that she has 
adapted her game to the 
nuances of grass. She 
had after the French 
contemplated of missing 
Wimbledon because she 
was scared of gfrass. 
Seles admits that her 
real boost in confidence 
came with her Virginia 
Slims final victory over 
Chris Evert. "Against 
Chris, you know, I took 
some chances. I was 
lucky on a couple of 
points They got in. I 
played a little better at 
the important points 
this time. It means a lot. 

I mean a lot in the 
confidence too, that I 
beat Christ Evert: really 
helped me a lot, yes.” 

She said when asked 
about that win. 

Speaking about the 
unsettling tendency of 
Wimbledon’s court no. 2 
tagged the champions’ 
graveyard due to the 
inezpUcable tumble of 
Beeded players on that 
particular court—Seles 
pointed to her narrow 
three set escape fTom the 
powerful clutches of 
big-serving Brenda 
Schultz as an example. 
But she doesn’t feel that 
it’s everything that it’s 
made out to be: "Court 2 
IS a good court, I think. 

It is a little bit on the one 
side bad. because all the 
playing there is a litUe 


dirt and a little bit 
slippery. I slipped (moe,” 
she remarked. Having 
taken Steffi Qraf the 
distance on French clay, 
Seles admits that she 
has to change her game 
to be more effective on 
grass. "I have to change 
a little bit my backhand, 
my forehand because the 
ball bounces much lower 
than on the hard courts 
or clay courts, serve 
I have to risk more: I 


have to hit a couple of 
more time harder,” she 
said in her broken 
English. 

And of course the 
mlUion-doUar question 
when you deal with 
these precociously 
talented whiz-kids of 15 
and 16 bum out. Is she 
worried? With the 
glaring examples of 
tremendously talented 
yoimgsters like Trapy 
Austin and Andrea 


Jasgar pushing 
themselves too hard 
when they were too 
young and finding 
themselves a spent force 
by the time they were 
SO, Seles says "Well, a 
lot of them did very well 
when they wmre young, 
and some of them got 
hurt but some of them 
made it. Ehren Uiose who 
got hurt really did a lot 
in their careers like 
Austin one year—So, 
really, you know, it’s a 
great achievement." 

However, there is 
something Monica Seles 
is a little more 
concerned about right 
now. And that’s her 
grunt. Loud and 
guttural—almost like 
the one emitted by 
Jimmy Connors when he 
makes one of thoee 
unbelievable returns—it 
gives her that additional 
power to slug thoee 
double-handed 
backhands and 
forehands like a rocket. 
But it also is caxise for 
considerable 
embarrassment to this 
youngstar. "Peopletell 
me they can hear me 
when I am playing like 
Car from the end because 
of my grunting but I 
don’t hear that when I 
am playing in a point at 
all,” she admits while 
going on to add "It 
embarrasses me a little, 
sometimes.” 

Grunt or no grunt, 
fear of bum out or no 
fear of bum out, klonica 
Seles is here to stay. As 
long as she doesn’t step 
on any lines—she’s 
terribly superstitious 
about that she’s going to 
be out there on court, 
running down 
everything sent across. 
And proving to the 
world that the new era 
has arrived. 


PRADEEP PAUL, 
WIMBLEDON 








Bula Makes Ambitious 
Plans to Go... 
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a^ULA 

CHOWDHURY 

is planning to swim the 
English Channel. The 
attempt is going to be 
made in late July or 
early August. And she is 
at present training 
regularly at her home in 
Hind Motors, which is 
about 15 kilometres 
from Calcutta. 

The surprising thing 
is that she is training at 
home, at a pond at the 
back of her house. But 
for those who live in 
Bengal, this should 
come as no surprise. 
This is a State where in 
the countryside, almost 
every house has a pond 
for itself. And Bula 
learnt her swimming by 
plungpng into the pond 


79 















at the baok of her house. 

At nineteen, she could 
still have a lot of 
competitive swimming 
to do but the desire or 
the will is not there. Or 
perhaps it is the feeling 
that she must move to 
other things, to greater 
challenges, to the 
endurance event. 

In the manner of Anita 
Sood who IS doing 
remarkably well on the 
international endurance 
swimming circuit. 
(Incidentally, Anita 
Sood was a champion 
from the 100m freestyle 
to the long distance 
events like the 800m) 
While Bula Chowdhury 
has excelled in the 
sprinting events only 
like the 100 and 200m 
butterfly events. 

So can Bula 

Chowdhury be able to do 
it? After all, it is no 
mean task. The waters 
of the English Channel 
are bitterly cold at all 
times, and for a person 
fkY>m the warm climes of 
the tropics, it is going to 
be a hard adjustment. 
But she is confident and 
brave and she says that 
with the right amount of 
training, she can do it. 

So she is swimming 
almost eight hours a 
day. In the morning, she 
swims four hours 
non-stop in that pond 
behind her house. The 
idea is to be in the water 
at a non-stop pace and 
she also has her 
breakfast in the pond. 
The long hours in the 
still pond has helped 
develop her endurance 
and the strength in her 
legs. Then she takes a 
break and in the 

Swimming in the pona 
at the baok of her house. 
It’s quite a big pond by 

villagre standards 


evening, she goes to the 
Ganges which flows 
close to her house There 
again, she goes for a 
long swim and again 
spends about four hours 
in the water, tackling 
the hard current and the 
ebb and the flow of the 
river. She is gradually 
increasing the time that 
she spends in the water 
and she hopes to reach a 
peak of fourteen to 
fifteen hours everyday 
It is not that she has 
never done endurance 
swimming before in her 
life. In fact, in March, 
1989,off the coast of 
Bombay, she swam from 


The waters of 
the English 
Channel are 
bitterly cold at all 
times and for a 
person from the 
warm climes of 
the tropics, it is 
going to be a real 
narcTadjustment 


Hamla to Shiviqipuram, 
which is a distance of 36 
kms in a time of 8 hrs 20 
min. 

But the English 
channel is surely much 
different and tougher. 
The whole trip, this 
attempt in the English 
Channel, has been 
sponsored by Tatas. So 
that is one major worry 
off her head. 

Many Indians have 
swum the Channel 
including the deaf and 
dumb swimmer, 
TaranathShenoy. But 
no woman as Bula said, 
from Bengal has done it 
mKcept for the 
epoch-shattering effort 
ly Arati Saha in the 
early fifties. It is for this t 


season that Bula wants 
to make the attempt. She 
wants to be the first 
Bengali girl after Arati 
Saha to cross the 
English Channel. 

Thus for, the scene 
looks optimistic but the 
most important period, 
after this training in 
Bengal, will be the time 
spend in Britain trying 
to acclimatise to the cold 
water. 

Having her breakfast in 
the water 



Bula Chowdhury is 
also planning a 
variation unlike those 
Indian swimmers of the 
past. Instead of 
swimming one way, she 
will tiy to recross the 
Chiuuiel after reaching 
the other side. This then 
is a mammoth task, in 
terms of mental strain 
and the demands on the 
body. Let's hope that it is 
going to be a successful 
attempt 


PhCitographs: Dilip Banerjee 






M Bftft la M6}' 
ttouvdsft. U is 
dose to fireesing 
D, but the nstives 
iiiomfort us by saying 
that isiatw is still a few 
isadui away. 

A few weeks away? 
t^re have been snow- 
fk^ in this state, for 
Christ’s sake! 

And if you want more 
bad news, th^’re going 
to shut down the topless 
bars too 

Far a loyal, homeg¬ 
rown Indian lad. it is au 
a httle too oonfhsii^. 
This time two years ago. 
1 used to pound Calcut¬ 
ta's red Olay tennis 
ODurta under a Uaaing 
sun at two o'clook on 
weekend afternoons and 
then relax by the pool* 
side with a jftiatenil of 
pafcorae only an arm's 
length away. 

And now. here I am. 
writing this column 
while my nails dowly 
tUkn blue from what 
must surdy be hrostblte. 
Itle not that i don’t like 
Winter, jrou bee. What I 
to Ut the fact tl^ 
It should bob up in mid¬ 
year. 

But I waffle. What 
reii)^ irke me to the &ct 
the la^ at Sparta 
mvorld are getting out 
the atiiUne ttmetatdee. 
hotel hroohoree and 
nhoUiing to rendezvous 
in esotiO dtiee that run 
the alduiibeticBl gamut 
fcora Aieaioe to Zurich. 

‘ Indudlng Wimbledon 

How dare the little 
^• 0 ^ do it without me? 
From, way baok, in 
when Andy 
iyBjbni and a dtooem- 
(li|| obBeague from ada* 
mj^dtoatloia were uno 
In tandem in 
titinga have 
tha name. Ev* 
aM Uto ftdltoe 

Oq|Lw 

uhuto <0 bear 
dheve hosi^badi aijUdd 
Of 


n»^1 



In 1887. Suhhaeh Bar- 
car, our senior-most 
Joiumaltot went to West 
Germany. Germany ex¬ 
perienced an unpre¬ 
cedented shortage of 
beer' that summer 
hi 1987. this writer 
had to explain to the 
esteemed Rohit BriJnath 
that one did not assault 
Her Mafeety’a customs 
offloers mereW because 


they adced one to open a 
suitcase at Heathrow 
Airport. In 1986. neut¬ 
ral obeerveim claimed 
that the pace of lifb in 
London accelerated 


rapidly while the city 
vras graced with a visit 
. by two of the younger, 
extrovert Sportworld 
luminaries. 

And now God help 
him, Pradeep Paul wlU 
be rdying on Brifnidh 
for guidance in the Bn- 
glieh capitd. If he sur¬ 
vives the experience, I 
diall tell him when I see 
hhn in December not to 
tempt fide by doii^ it 
agam. 

And then 1 shall have 
to go into hiding myadf, 
because the rl^t hon* 
ouraMe Br|}natb has 


Pradeep PmiPs hancflworfc with the cantors at 
WimUedon^ae. Wbipoloolae tottw tody 
ItolMMidtor, bid eouli^'t resIM the lanmtMen ^ 
itoing ttto pboiograplk 





thd itoto ocmuhgbedt vb' 
Mdboumev^ me to 
ooeer Hie Auatralit^' 
C^pen tdmto. 

A leeeon in gradthde 
would not be amlae, 
Perhepe X should point 
out tltot be wouM. never 
have eoored all those 
goals fox’ this maga- 
zine’B five-arinde soccer 
and hookey teams if I 
had not made myself un¬ 
available as striker on 
both squads. 

If you listened to their 
disoueeione about on¬ 
field prowess, you’d 
think these gu^ were 
mme ernioue abouyday- 
ing sport than Daisy 
Thompson. For inst¬ 
ance: only the toot that 
4kndy O'Brien doesn't 
have tbs time to contri¬ 
bute toJhto oidumn has 
saved jtosdere Itotoning 
to Ids flaeourite bar-stool 
assertion. We loet count 
of thd number of times 
he snsmtod (with that 
misleading wide-eyed 
eamsetness of bto) that 
he soared the best Bdooer 
goal ever seen in the 
Ur^ Btatee. 

•Ttove It.” we jeered in 
uoiden every time we 
heard the simy. And he 
did. Come Chrtotmas 
end he actually pro¬ 
duced a witness: Pui^ 
Captain. eCalouttdn 
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A revealing interview in 
which the Pakistan 
all-rounder says he was 













YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 



WE SPORTSWORLD'MAWNE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sportsworid for a veer ami you will pet free books of your 
choice fram marine Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post ^ 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs^4tl!«rjMjyi^on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you ^ 

Following are the books you can choose from 



kujf TWO for a yoar’s sobseriiiUoa 

Howiattl* Cricket Cartoons Rs 20 (actual price) 
Ralianoa book of one>day mtemational cricket records Rs 45 
Ian Botham sports annual Rs 73 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Rs 86 

The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Annual Rs 384 
OeMm OM Tlw alofy el AT UWm Ne 3S 


Tick off the oneiwo lilies you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque m favour of Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 


Any ONEforiyear’s aubsciliition 

Boycott Don Mosey Rs290 
Vqay Merchant Rs 30 
The Ba^inton Story Rs 131 
Zola Rs 144 

Tennis Playmg, training, winning 
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expfjrjence for John Mch’iircx' 
after he married Tatum O'Neil 
and tx’C.ame a father Th<! 
snporbrat of tenni.s ( Jiaiiped 
And the catalystic inllueina' that 
Mrs MeE’nrwj c;iBt to brinK' 
aBout tliat inetarnorphosi.s is a 
story in itself, Praciixip I'aiil files 
this rep.'irt from London 

8 Michael Chang is the second 
American to win the French 
Oj^en title. The first was Tony 
Trabbet. Here, in an article 
exclusive toSpirtsworld the first 
American French Open 
champion writes on his young 
successor. The boy and the 
champ. 

The colourful life of 
Imran Khan is a 
fascinating, exotic story. His 
experiences as a player as well an 
glainourboy offers a wonderful 
kaleidoscope of celebrity 
Uh.'style. In an inicrview tlie 
r'.ikistiui ail rounder talk.s .about 
.some of tile most unknown 
moments of his life, including 
when the late Prc.^ident Zia 
offered hun a post ,i.s a Minister 
in his Cabinet 

^1 Trekking ispne cxcJuig' 
^^"Tspirt Indians are yet to 
take up in a niaji a v, ay , despite 
1 lie latent interest itmifi itie 
I ou nr r\ >• you 1 ' 1 lem v'. e . ■( l i u' a 

di.; 111 led (j aide (<0 ' I ■ o|.H e ' ' , . 













wo young people. One the precocious 
daughter of a Hollywood superstar 
j and herself nominated for an Oscar at 
the tender age of 11, used to walking 
on the wild side of Sunset Boulevard 
I and partying with the beautiful 
people. The other a tempestuous world champion. 




**Tatiim and the boys are so 
important to me. They Ve 
helped me to become a better 
player again in terms of trying 
to prove that I Ve still got what 
it takes’* 




no stranger to Manhattan’s nightlife having 
boogied nights away at cult clubs like Studio 04 
and Xenons. When l^tum O’Neal and John 
McEnroe met, the result was obvious: sheer 
electricity. 

Yet, it was an electricity of a different kind. 
Having seen—and no doubt experienced—it all, 
the daughter of Hollywood heartthrob Ryan 
O’Neal and the three-time Wimbledon champion 
didn’t fling themselves into ^t another wild 
swing. Instead they proved the perfect foil for 
each other’s volatile egos, permitting their true 
selves to emerge...and be appreciated. * 

Love blossomed. Marriage happened. Now, 
after two sons—Kevin is three while Sean is just 
21 months old—the McEnroe family is doing 
great. And one couldn’t help but warm to the 
Merchant of Menace when he turned to his wife 
sitting in the stands after an incredible comeback 
against Darren Cahill in this year’s Wimbledon’s 
first round and blew her a kissi This wasn’t the 
same guy who the world loved to hate. No, this 
was a changed—tamed?—John Patrick McEnroe. 
This was a man who tested positive on a 
cardiogram; the fluctuating needle etching a 
graph to prove that the man did actually posses a 
heart. Only, in this case the electronic machine 
that normally evokes the response has been 
replaced by a very attractive lady 

What is it that tamed this man? Walking away 
from the game which he ruled for all of four years 
one cold December night, McEnroe has now 
re-emerged with a new hunger. And it’s all 
thanks to his loving family. “Tatum and the boys’ 
are so important to me,” McEnroe analyses, 
saying “They’ve helped me to become a better 
player again in terms of trying to prove that I’ve 
still got what it takes.” And you could see the 
cherubic g^rin cracking all over his face as he 
walked aroimd the All England Club with wife 
and sons in tow, showing them his domain wnh 
pride. 

Looking back at beginning of this beautiful 
romance, McEnroe feels that the pressure of the 
circuit did initially do some painfully abrasive 
work, admitting that at that stage he was so 
mixed up. “I wasn’t enjoying my tennis and I 
knew I had other things on my mind,” McEnroe 
recalls, going on to say “I was burned out and 
couldn’t handle it any longer. I had to get awt^ to 
sort myself out and settle down with Tatum. ” 

But, using the same tenacity that kept his 
opponents at bay, he hung in there. Working 
jointly at a successful rel^onship, McEnroe and 
Tatum weathered the initial storms and now with 
two sons to bond them together even more firmly, 
say “we were two young people who had so many 
things to deal with. Andtocomaoutof thatkind 
of situation has just made us feel so good”. 

While McEnroe has made it clear that he wants 
to add tennis supremacy to his supreme family 
life, Tatum is quite content to remain in the 
background. Having sacrificed a budding acting 


John McEnroe 
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career—if Paper Moon is any yardstick—she 
admits that she isn’t too clued up about her 
husband’s sport, but is learning all the tune 
Howeyer, it’s the familial aspect that she’s more 
concerned about “I know what people have said 
about John and myself, she said, adding “They 
probably thought it couldn’t last, but we worked 
at it because we love each other” And with a 


know what people have 
said about John and myself. 
They probably thought it 
couldn’t last, but we’ve 
worked at it because we love 
each other” 


Tatum O’Neal 


loving look at her husband, she continued 'John 
18 a real family man, and if that helps his tennis, 
then all the better ” 

The problems they have surmounted McEnroe 
has even forgiven his celulloid superstar 
father-in-law Ryan O’Neal for tagging him a 
“washed-up Irish bum tenms player” Accepting 
that there is more to hfe than tennis, McEnroe 
says “I’ve learned so much about life I might be 
30 but that doesn’t worry me There’s no big dead 
about reaching that age because I can handle it ” 
Tatum, on the other hand, is even less concerned 
about tennis glory, saymg "I just want to see him 
happy That’s what life is all about, otherwise 
there wouldn’t be any point in trying anything ” 

But it’s a tnfle tough to go along with a good 
family fnend of the McEnroes when he opmes 
“He’s a good guy and has changed so much Oet 
John away from the tenms court and he’s like a 
vicar ” Now, that’s something that’ll take a lot of 
beheving' 

Pndssp Paul, Lsndon 










Tony Trabert on tho 1 7>yoar-oM Proneh Onon champion 


Whan Michael Chang astounded the sports world by becoming the youngest male 
ever to win a Grand Slam title, he ended a long American drought Paris. No 
Yank had prevailed on the slow French Open day since Tony Trabert hi 1^. 
Trabertworked at this French Open as an announcer and analyst tor Australian 
television. He perceptiv^ discusses here how the smaHish, 17-year-old 
Chinese-American from Placentia, Califomla, toppled the game's Gobaths. 



"I like Chang's mind, his 
heart and his stomach. 
He shows you tenacity, 
the willingness to hang 
in there. And (Andre) 
Agassi hasn’t always 
shown you that. His 
mind impressed me the 
most. Chang was very 
smart. He certainly 
outthought (Ivan) Lendl 
in the fifth set. He 
basically surprised and 
outsmarted (Andrei) 
Chesnokov. The way he 
l^ayed Edberg was also 
veiy clever. 

‘In the Chesnokov 
match and even in the 
Lendl match in the fifth 
set—when he was dead 
tired and cramping and 
Lendl wasn’t doing 
anything (offensively) to 
him—Chang Just 
blooped the ball back 
until he got a short ball 
and then he went for a 
winner. 

"Against Chesnokov, 
he attacked on the big 
points. He went to the 
net sometimes, he took 
the short ball and went 
in. He took Edberg’s big 
serve early, inside the 
baseline, and he also 
took some changes 
under pressuie-whlch 
Chesnokov did not do, 
tor example. It was 
extraordinary, but evmi 
more extraordinary tor 

i 


oiij T raovn won 
Wlii W edonlwi»SS.He 
was siM the last Amertean 
to wfei the Frsneli Open 
|afm Cti^ dM so la 


a 17-year-old. 

"Chang’s game is 
more versatile than 
some people give him 
credit for. He’s 
mechanically a very 
soimd voUeyer. He also, 
on clay, hovers around, 
on or inside that 
baseline a lot more tihan 
most players do. So he’s 
able to take advantage of 
the short ball-or if his 
opponent floats the ball, 
he can take it in the air 
and knock it off if he 


I t turns me 
and other 
people off 
when he keeps 
crediting every 
victory to ‘the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ’, Is the 
Lord then 
against 
Edberg?” 


wants to. That’s in sharp 
contrast to Borg, 
Wilander and Lendl who 
bftng way back and wait 
for you to make a 
mistake. I’d call Chang 
an opportunistic 
oounterpimoher." 




‘GRASS HIS 

WEAKEST 

SURFACE’ 


"Chang is not going to 
be No. 1 (in the world) if 
he plays a lot of grass 
court toiumainents. 
muifU be his weakest 
BurflBoe. First, because 
it’s more difficult to 
return serve and hit 
passing shots 


consistently. Secondly, 
because he doesn’t have 
a big serve. And at 5'8*. 
luiless he grows, he’s 
not going to have a big 
serve. 

"He’s grown up on 
hard courts and there 
he’s got a better chance. 
There he doesn’t have to 
net because you have 
good footing and you 
get a true bounce. If you 
have the ability and the 
nerves to keep making 
those passing shots, you 
have a chance. So Td say 
his chanoas would be 
better at the U.S. Open 
or in A\istralia than they 
would be at Wimbledon. 

I wouldn’t bet a whole lot 
of money though that 
he’s going to win the 
1989 U.S. Open. 





‘TEENAGERS 
GETTING AWAY 
WITH MURDER’ 


“It’s absolutely 
ridiculous and irrational 
that McEnroe would say 
that he takes c^ense at 
these little guys like 
Chang coming in and 
winning’and that These 
teenagers are getting 
sway with mm^r.’ How 
old was McEnroe when 
he won Grand Slams 
(titles) the first time? 

How old was Borg and 
Wilander when they 
first won? Seventeen. 
And (Ken) Roeewall was 
18 when he won the 
French. And Maureen 
Connolly was 16 when 
she won the U.S. title. 
What are you going to 
do. ban those peopto 
because fhsyYe 











enouifhtowin? 

''McEnroe says stuff 
like-when he’s pla 3 ring 
some young guy on the 
oourt-that they don’t 
have the respect for me 
Well, you earn respect. 
You don’t get respect 
just because you were 
once the number one 
player If they don’t 
respect you it’s for a 
reason. And he should 
respect these young 
people who deserve 
respect Who did he ever 
respect? 

“Ethically, what 
Chang did against Lendl 
was perfectly fine. I 
disagree with Nastase’s 
and Stolle’s criticism of 
it. Standing a yard 
behind the service line is 
no different from 
standing over in the 
doubles alley to crack a 
second serve with your 
forehand or standing 15 
feet behind the baseline. 
You, as a receiver, can 
stand any place you 
want. If I knew that if I 
stood three feet behind 
the service line and that 
would make you serve 
doublefaults. I’d do it 10 
times, not once. And if 
Chtuig serves 
underhanded and gets 
away with it, good luck 
to him. 

“Where Chang got 
himself in trouble was 
when he started to 
question (line) calls. And 
he did it walking up in 
sort of a peacock, 
aggressive way. And 
that's the way 
competitors are. 

“But In his match with 
Chesnokov, the first 
three or four calls that 
he questioned were 
changed when the 
linesperson got up and 
looked at the (ball) mark 
and the umpire got out 
of the chair and looked 
at the mark. They were 
changed, indicating 
was correct. 
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Joe and Betty Chang providing Oie moral support 
to their son Michael firom the sidelines 


“Yet the French public 
booed him, whistled at 
him, which is wrong. 
Why not fight for your 
rights' Now, if Chang 
argued four calls in a 
row, and it turns out all 
the calls stood, then you 
say; What Eire you 
doing? Quit whining 
and go play. 

“As for the French 
press's racist remark 
about Chang, they 
obviously don’t 
understand the game 
well enough to write 
about it. If they have to 
write about his slanted 
eyes or call him‘a 
Chink,' that’s veiy 
unfortunate. 


‘MAKING 

RELIGIOUS 

ATTITUDE 

PUBLIC IS 

CHANG’S 

MISTAKE’ 


“Chang means well but 
he’s making a mistake 
by making his religious 
attitudes so public. It 
turns me and other 
people off when he keeps 
crediting every victory 
to ‘the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

“The question then is: 
18 the Lord then against 
Edberg? I think those 
should be private 


A S for the 
French 
press’s 

racist remarks 
about Chang, 
they obviously 
don’t 

understand the 
game well 


enough to write 
about it. If they 
have to write 
about his 
slanted eyes or 
call him a 
Chink’, that’s 
very 

unfortunate.” 


thoughts. If that (faith) 
gives him inner 
strength, that’s fine. But 
his mother (Betty) was 
quoted as saying that 
the rain delay against 
Chesnokov is the Lord’s 
will, and if He wants you 
to lose, you’re going to 
lose. That’s OK within 
the faimly. 

“If the press leaps on 
this and makes'a big 
issue out of it, then you 
have to be careful and 
know what to say or 
what not to say. The 
first time I went to 
Australia, a reporter 
asked me, ‘How do you 
like Australia?’ I 
answered, 'It’s fantastic, 
the people are nice, it’s 
gorgeous.’ 

“While talking with 
him, r said, ‘But the 
hotels are about 20 years 
behind the times ’ And 
they were. It was 100® 
down there, and you 
couldn’t even get ice tea. 
Yet they had ice, big 
glasses, long spoons, 
hot tea and everything 
else. So we showed them 
how to make ice tea. And 
there were other 
shortcomings compared 
to other hotels around 
the world. % 

“It was an observation 
on my part. But, boy, 
that hit all the 
headlines. They said: 
‘Trabert criticizes 
Australia and their 
hotels.’ The press took 
that one thing that could 
be misconstructed as 
negative and chopped 
me up. So, the point was, 
ftom then on I just told 
them what they wanted 
to hear. 

“Chang, knowing that 
this upsets people, 
should stop saying it. 

Let him tbink and 
believe it and use it as 
fdel so it will help him. 
But don’t bang it out and 
say the Lord is why I 
won after you win.” 












IVV HERE IS something subtle about 
■ "arrogance,” said former Indian Test 
B captain, Ajit Wadekar "That’s why it took 
^ me nearly 16 years to discover the fact and 
then announce it to the world that 
Venkataraghavan is an arrogant fellow ” 

I nodded "You have discussed this quality at 
great length in that Marathi magazine,” 1 said 
"Somebody has to speak out against this Southie 
domination,” said Wadekar "And this sad neglect of 
the West, particularly Bombay That’s why I had 
portrayed our own Chandu Borde as the ideal 
manager to the West Indies But arrogance won and 
you see the result ” 

“You had mentioned that Venkat was arrogant 
from his playing days,” I pointed out 
“He was, very much,” explained Wadekar “Just a 
junior player, his place was never certain in the 
team And yet he sported a moustache which was 
longer and more luxuriant than mine, his skipper 

“A deUmte sign of- 

arrogance,” I agreed 
“Arrogant m thought, 
word and action,” 
continued Wadekar 
“What if he had an 
engineering degree^ 

During team meetings, H 

Venkat would produce W - 

representations of field 

placmgs against our / 

opponents’ Most of us V'T ^ 

never followed what he 
was aiming at He was 
talking in terms of 

degrees, curves, ^ 

parabola and so on I call 

it intellectual \\ 

arrogance ” 

“But you had also 
gone to college m 

Bombay,” I pointed out M j 

Wadekar shrugged 
“Oh, just a degree,” he 

admitted, “and that too / ji 

because of cricket / 2 

Venkat also mentioned 
about his IQ which got 

him a place in the ^ 

engineering college I’ve 

never come across such 1 

arrogance" j 

"Let’s stick to cricket,” I 

"Certainly," agreed n 

Wadekar. “I told my .r h 

interviewer that once 

whenlwasiiijuredin . . 


■Hi SILLY POINT BY TRISNANKU 

Venkafs Anwanoe 


1974 and was doubtful for a match, the other players 
revolted because they were unwilhng to play under 
Venkat This shows how they resented his 
arrogance 

“And m those days, Bombay had the largest 
number of players in the team,” I pointed out 
"Naturally, they would be reluctant to play under a 
non-Bombay player Particularly after your era of 
glorious captaincy which climaxed in that summer 
of 42 That was record-breaking, wasn’t if^’’ 
Wadekar changed the subject abruptly “It’s not 
just arrogance, ’ he continued Do you know 
Venkat is a poor cricket ambassador at parties^ Not 
like me ” 

I nodded 

“I am not just an ambassador,” said Wadekar 
“But High Commissioner too You must see me at 
cricket parties I am usually the life and soul there ” 
“That’s the reason the State Bank of India made 
you its Public Relations Manager,” I pointed out 

- Wadekar patted me on 

the back "Ctespite my 
great achievements, I 
was never arrogant 
Casting-vote captaincy 

^5^ thanks to Bombay-based 

chairman of selectors, 
fluke wins m the West 

, Indies and England, 

J that record breakmg 42 

at Lord’s Yet, look at my 
\ ~ t" / / record Am I arrogant’” 

) yl “Par from It,” I said 

j “Your nobility, modesty 

|||||k||^ find humility are 

unequalled ” 

V ^ “You should never be 

/ / haughty, particularly m 

/ the West Indies,” went 

on Wadekar “Scolding 
the players for getting 

bowlers these are not 
done ” 

I thought over it a bit 
K "But it was captain who 

^W some of the players 

y ran away from fast 

bowling or pretended to 
^ be sick and avoided 

playing ” 

/ “But the captam is 

I from Bombay,” 

I concluded Wadekar 

I ‘That means, he can get 

— "M . I "— -« away with anything 

mKP Not that arrogant man 

from Madras ” 




WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT 
TITLE BOUT 



HE truth hurts' 
When Carl The 
Truth’ Williams 
stepped into the 
ring to face 
Mike Tyson m 
Atlantic City, he was 
coming face to face with 
the ultimate truth m 
boxing—Mike Tyson 
And after a mere 93 
seconds, it was a painful 
Truth’ that was 
exposed 

Carmen Graziano, 
trainer of the 
29-year-old challenger, 
had It all figured out 
before the fight 'The 
most crucial tune is the 
minutes after he leaves 
the dressing room 
through the first one 
and a half rounds,” 
Graziano said about his 
fighter "Once he 
(Williams} gets into the 
third round, he’ll be m 
control ’’ Then he went 
on to describe how The 
Truth will use the 


Tyson’s left hook ourls 
in viciously Moments 
later, a daz^ WUliams 
was headed for the 
canvas The champion’s 
greatest strengrth is that 
he can make even the 
best of fighters drop 
their guard with the 
sheer power of his 
body-blows 


14-mch reach advantage 
to oft set Tyson 
“And he’ll double and 
triple-up on those jabs 
Tyson IS so fragile he 
can’t handle things 
when they don’t go his 
way He doesn’t have the 
stability of mind He’s a 
mechamcal robot ’Turn 
the key and send him 
out there Up until now 
he’s been flawless, but 
he can be manipulated 
We’ve seen him 
manipulated outside the 
nng and he can be 
mampulsted mside it 
too.” said Graziano 
But there was one 


slight problem The real 
truth could not be put on 
hold for one and a half 
rounds It showed its 
ugly lace as the Robot 
performed the fifth 
quickest demolition job 
in heavyweight boxing 
history Incidentally 
the Robot also has the 
fourth quickest to his 
credit 

The first big punch of 
the 12-rounder did it all 
The Robot proving that 
he can think, at least in 
the nng He took a 
couple of punches and 
waited for Williams to 
miss one of his big 
jabs—which could have 
given him problems 
’Then timed his 
infamous left hook nght 
on the chm, Williams’ 
weak spot The Truth 
went down, his back on 
the ropes 

Williams had made the 
same mistake as Spinks 
a few months ago m the 


The first big 
punch of the 
12‘rounder did 
it all. The Robot 
proving that he 
can think, at 
least in the 
ring. He took a 
couple of * 
punches and 
waited for 
Williams to 
miss one of his 
bigjabs-which 
could have 
given him 
prc^lems. Then 
timed his 
infamous left 
hook right on 
the chin, 
Williams’ weak 
spot. The Truth 
went d5wn, his 
back on the 
ropes 






same arena-going after 
Tyaon from the word go. 
As a man vulnerable to 
the left hook, and with a 
tendency of dropping 
his right, he was 
expected to jab and run. 
He tried the jab, a 
mighty one indeed, but 
before he could run, he 
dropped his defence for 
a fraction of a second. 
And Tyson went right 
in. Even if he got away 
this time, Tyson who 
makes the most 
defensive fighters drop 
their arms with body 
punches, would have 
caught him sooner or 
later. 

Referee Randy 
Neumann, a former 
heavyweight contender 
himself, gave Williams 
the count as he 
struggled back to his 
wobbling feet, the light 
gone out of his eyes. 
Neumann was then 
booed as he stopped the 


Down, but not out is Carl 
The Truth’ Williams as 
he faces the count 

rampage: a decision that 
will be debated for weeks 
to come. 

Williams has a point 
when he says. “I wasn’t 
knocked out. I was 
knocked. I think politics 
was involved. I wasn’t 
hurt. He was an 
inexperienced referee” 
Graziano was furious. 
“He acted on impulse,” 
the trainer complained. 
"Had he known of Carl’s 
past performance, he 
wouldn’t have stopped 
the fight. Carl’s been 
down before and he got 
up and performed.” 

In the past, Williams 
had survived 
knockdowns and ^ 
prolonged his fight •> 
some successfully. He 
beat James ‘Quick’ Tellis 
and Jesse Furguson, 
after being knocked 
down. He was down 


thrice before 
succumbing to Mike 
Weaver. Seen in that 
light, many feel that the 
referee should have 
considered the fighter’s 
record and let him at 
least take another 
punch. 

However, the official 
supervising his first 
heavyweight 
championship bout, was 
sure about his decision. 
Insisting that the lack of 
response from Williams 
to his question “How are 
you” was not good 
enough to let him 
continue, Neumann said 
“The first time he 
answered with long 
blink. The second time 
with a blank stare... I 
was not interested in 
what he said, but how he 
said it. He said nothing.” 

By the time Williams 
was able to verbalize his 
thoughts, the referee 
had signalled the end of 


In the past, 
Williams had 
survived 
knockdowns 
and prolonged 
his nght, some 
successfully...s- 
een in that 
light, many feel 
that the referee 
should have 
considered the 
fighter’s record 
and let him at 
least take 
another punch 
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to supplement his 
fighter’s boxing skills 
with his own 
mudslinging abilities to 
keep him viable in the 
box office. 

King has started a 
new feud by insulting 
contender Evander 
Holyfleld and his 
promoter Dan Duva. 
Wanting to put 
Holyfleld on hold at least 
for a year and making 
no secret of it. King says 
'The longer we wait, for 
Tyson-Holyfield, the 
bigger it will be. If we 
did it this September, it 
wouldn’t be a really Mg 
fight. But if we can wait 
until next year, we can 
really build it, really run 
with it.” 

In the meantime, he 
has to keep the fire 
burning, by insulting 
his opponent Tyson 
sounded like his echo as 
he ohedlenged Holyfleld 
to fight him 
immediately after the 
press conference. The 
former Olympic 
champion’s only 
response was one long, 
cold stare. 

Until the price is 
right. King will keep 
finding warm bodies as 
punching bags for 
Tyson. Realising that it 
will be hard to sell them 
on American soil, he has 
started looking 
elsewhere. “I’d say a 
pretty good order would 
be for Mike to fight Jose 
Ribalta in September in 
either Las Vegas, 
Indonesia or Singapore, 
then Buster Douglra in 
November or December 
in Indonesia or 
Singapore, then Michael 
Dokes in January or 
February, probably in 
Tokyo,” he speculated. 
Ironically Dokes has 
earned his right for the 
challenge by losing to 
Holyfleld in a 
lOkrounder this March. 

Ribalta and Douglas, 


both ftom King’s stable, 
were undercards of the 
day: Both managing to 
obtain decisioiiis over 
their rivals with totally 
colourless shows. King’s 
best bet with them is a 
road show involving 
them and Tyson. 

Holyfleld, a 
oruiserweight who 
became heavyweight 
four bouts ago, is the 
only credible challenger 
in the horizon. He has 
the talent and the heart 


Tlie oelebrations took 
longer than the fight, 
lyim and Don King 
celebrate yet another 
sttooessful title defence 


to challenge Mike 
' lyson. Probably, a 
one-year wait will do 
him a lot of good. Yet, 
even he does not seem to 
be the man to beat The 
Robot. 

On the other hand, 
Mike iyson looks like he 
IS enjoying boxing again. 
Anxious to keep 
fighting, it is a shame 
that he has kept beating 
up ‘Bums Of The Month’ 
as Joe Louis did once. 

But somewhere in a 
ghetto in the United 
States lurks another 
teenager, with fire in his 
eyes and the hunger to 
win it all. Until then, 
Mike Tyson will remain 
the truth in boxing 



THE SHORTEST 
HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE 
FIGHTS IN HISTORY 


9.SS JbMriM bt Flnnsgiwi 
i.m OoltM bt WMVbr 
truno bt Roch^ 
TMOT M; M. 8pNct 

liM Ftanisr bt 
.1.-K2 AlTM. LMxm 


AprH 8 , 1900 
Ote. 12. 1982 
March 17, 1980 
Jan. 27. 1988 
July 21, 1988 
April 22. 1989 
M^ 25, 1985 







ZIMBABWE 
CRICKET 
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W HENEVER ono 

thinks of Zimbabwe 
cricket, the 
attention gets 
focussed on its 
splendid 

out-cncket, almost rugby style 
But there's more to Zimbabwe 
cricket than what meets the eye 
^Having come a long way into the 
game, it has been able to 
demonstrate that there is no lack 
of talent Even the players’ 
palpably obvious penchant to 
playing any brand of the game in 
the one-day pattern, has 
contributed to helping their 
cricket grow during the last ten 
years, like never before 

Cricket, in Zimbabwe, is a 
summer sport, with the entire 
infrastructure concentrated in 
Harare, its capital The cricketing 
season lasts, principally, between 
October and March, and, the 
timing cannot be changed as the 
winter sports-rugby and 
hockey—which have a greater 
following, occupy the pride of 
place for the rest of the year 
The rams between November 
and February, that is during the 
I middle of the cricketing season, 
play the spoilsport, adding to the 
mtyor constraining factors in the 
over-all development of Zimbabwe 
cncket 

It IS for this reason that the 
Zimbabwe cricket authorities, in 
tune with the preparatory aspects 

t mind, have sought to arrange 
a one touring side to visit the 
untry in October, followed by 
yet another alter the rams m 
March Which leaves the domestic 
circmt with two peaks, almost 


[ half year apart May not be too 
good for cricket, but there seems 
to be no other alternative It would 
be interesting to note, m this 
context, that Zimbabwe, prior to 
Its independence in 1980, used to 
tour South Africa for the Currie 
Cup, during the months of heavy 
rams Paradoxically, the 
Rand-connection would be out of 
question now 

But what the authorities have 
not been able to remedy is the 
limitations of Zimbabwe's 
first-class internal competition, 
which IS essential to hone the 
skills of any cricketer Confined to 
the capital, it is played among just 
four or five Harare clubs -a trend 
which had not existed before as 
good teams and players used to 
come from elsewhere (like 
Bulawayo and Mashonaland 
County Districts) As of now. 
players like Curran, Brown and 
Paterson who, being farmers. 


While the lack of 
adequate domestic 
competition happens to 
bethebusbMrfor 




headaches, It goes 
without saying that 
there also seems to be 
adearthina 
commodity, labelled 
famously as team 
spirit. Not mat ttiere is 
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spirit. It Is just that the 


[WfrfnT 


ualsthanas 
pillars of the^team 


-i 




figrure in the MCD squad, come to 
Harare for weekend league * 
cricket In fact, at one stage of 
Zimbabwe (than Rhodesia) 
cricket, nearly twenty years ago, 
the major chunk of the players m 
the national outfit came from 
Bulawayo But with the 
emergence of younger players, 
the exodus began 

The four or five major clubs play 
most of their cricket m the 
one-day National League 
competition And instant cncket, 
as such, IS not the best 
preparation for Test marches Not 
only has this easy format brought 
down the standards at a critical 
juncture, it has even failed to 
attract any super-talented 
African, who like the West Indian 
shows a natural aptitude for the ^ 
game. 

Zimbabwe’s first moment of 










Zimbabwe’s performance m the 
1987 Chance Cup lacked self 
belief Against India (above and 
left, with Kiran More inflicting 
the damage) they flattered to 
deceive 

glory came during the 1983 
World Cup Defeating Australia in 
a group match thanks to the 
superlative display of all round 
talent by one of its finest 
players, Duncan Fletchei who 
has since retired, Zimbabwe has 
since performed creditably in the 
ICC trophy, not to speak of its 
g^ood showing against Si i Lcinka 
Young India, Australia England 
and West Indies sides 
In the Heliance Cup, the stage 
was set for a sensational victory 
against the Kiwis undei Dave 
Houghton’s rasping blade but it 
eluded them in the end And with 
that they seemed to have lost their 














heart as well They performed well 
below par later In the remaimng 
matches when even ManoJ 
Prabhakar, with his gentle 
medium pace, ran through the 
side like a knife through butter 

T his is just one part of the 
story There IS more to the 
problem of Zimbabwe cricket 
than their one-day game 
mentality The team, although 
blessed with good batsmen of the 
hkes of Brown. Waller, Houghton, 
Pycroft and Butchart, and 
bowlers intheformof Rawson, 
Curran (who can bat well) and 
Traicos, has not been able to 
perform with freedom and 
adequate consistency 
While the lack of adequate 
domestic competition happens to 
be the bugbear for Zimbabwean 
headaches, it goes without saying 
that there also seems to be dearth 
in a commodity, labelled famously 
ast^unspirit Not that there is 
hragihty in the players’ spirit It is 
Just that the players perform, 
more often than not, as 
individuals, than as the pillars of 


the team 

The need to stay put and play a 
long innings is mussing among 
the batsmen Only Andy Pycroft 
and, to an extent, Houghton, who, 
along with Butchart, are truly of 
international class As far as the 
bowling IS concerned, there is 
nothing much Rawson and 
Curran (with his experience m 
English cricket) could, on their 
own, test the best of batsmen, 
anywere, anytime However, what 
really compensates for aU 
deficiencies is the Zimbabwe 
fielders’ exciting abilities Their 
outcncket is just unsurpassable 

Lack of experience is yet 
another factor Accepting that 
everyone has to be a beginner 
once, the Zimbabwean players 
have take up the responsibility of 
shapmg their game m accordance 
with the demands of the modern 
age Yet another tragedy could be 
when Greame Hick opts to play for 
England, as he will be eligible to 
play for the Poms just years from 
now 

Seeing the danger signals a few 
years ago, the Zimbabwe Cricket 


Union increased the number of 
three-day matches, with an eye for 
the future However, the true and 
easy-paced tracks in the country 
blunted this scheme and the ZCU 
swung into action and increased 
the duration of first-class matches 
by an extra day Pour day games 
have thus emerged, and for the 
better 

Like any human endeavour, 
Zimbabwe cricket will take time to 
blossom forth fully And, when it 
does really come of age, with its 
purposeful exploits on the playing 
arena, it will be a another glowmg 
chapter m the annals of the willow 
g^ame 

But that will have to wait a 
while Yet another attempt by the 
African country for full Test 
status has failed and Zimbabwe 
will have another couple years to 
wait for the honour Maybe it is 
time that they take up the demand 
for inclusion, nq|; just by lobbying 
but by the strength of 
performance in the field The real 
test would begm only then 

RAJQOPAI. NIDAMBOOR 
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MERV SMELLS THE BLOOD OF AN ENGLISHMAN 


Test orioketers beware. Australian pace bowler Merv HughM with his 
lafifer than life strength, has a score to settle 


n F the run 
up to the 
wicket is a 
fast bowler’s 
sigrnature, 
the stamp of 
his style. 
Merv’s is re¬ 
markable He 
storms in from the distance with 
Edl the profligate vigour and ran¬ 
dom violence of a wardrobe tumb¬ 
ling downhill He’s so big and 
baleful that you have to cling to 
the belief that nobody can be that 
alarming but the evidence strong¬ 
ly suggests the contrary. He 
weighs l6Vb stones and stands 6 ft 
3 in his size IS boots. As the eye 
travels nervously upwards, past 
the tree-trunk thighs and cosd- 
beaver’s chest to the furious whis¬ 
kers beneath the blasted heath of 
3i8 convict haircut, it seems quite 
Jkely that he is even more danger- 
ms than you first suspecMki. 


Merv Hughes does little to 
diminish the possibility. He has 
the knack of rolling his eyes in the 
manner of a cavalry charger mad¬ 
dened by gunfire and can draw his 
lips back off his teeth like a carni - 
vore disturbed over a kill. If, in¬ 
stead of merely importing a pace- 
man for the current tour of Eng¬ 
land, the Australians had built 
one from cannibalised spare 
parts—bits of circus strongmen, 
East European shot-putters, Mex¬ 
ican stand-off merchants, Sicilian 
grudge-bearers, the whole assem¬ 
bled on a firamework of scrap iron 
and topped off with Hagar the 


WHY THE MOUSTACHE? 


“Iwentofftiitchtlikin* 
with me mate and just 
let me whiskers sprout” 


Horrible’s ’tache—the result 
would look exactly like the man 
they call Merv the Swerve (from 
the alarming lurch he include in 
his headlong charge to the 
crease) 

And if the long and frequently 
sinister history of the cricketing 
rivarly between England and Au¬ 
stralia were to include such a 
clone the tour of 89 could scarcely 
have been better chosen for its 
introduction. Consider the scenar¬ 
io Two nations, isolated by recent 
results as unarguably the most 
inept in the world at the game are 
meeting to decide who. effectively, 
is the worst. 

Cricket, among the Caucasian 
element of the globe’s stock of 
players, has suffered severely m 
the past decade, beset by a variety 
of classic evils although principal¬ 
ly sloth, greed and lust. Arguing 
with the umpire, not yet formally 
included among the seven deadly 







sins has also played a part De¬ 
moralised and drained, the two 
teams in the present confronta¬ 
tion can scarcely raise a handhil 
I of players of established excell- 
I ence between them and certainly 
; none of authentic crowd-pleasing 
; character 

T he stage, then could hardly 
be more promisingly set for 
the introduction of some 
sort of headline-hogging deus ex 
machina and in this respect Mer- 
vyn Gregory Hughes is heaven 
sent At 27, he is scarcely a discov¬ 
ery. having already played in 14 




WHY HIS 

AGGRESSIVENESS? 


“Me mum reckoned she 
worked In a bank held 
up by Ned Kelly” 


Tests since his debut m 1986, but 
certain shifts in the plot have 
thrust him directly mto the lime¬ 
light with the chance, of a dres¬ 
sing-room to himself, or whatever 
IS the token of mega-star status 
among Australia’s present tour- 
mg company 

His ascent from bit-player, 
whose admitted ambition was to 
be selected for two consecutive 
Test matches, began only last De¬ 
cember and against the West In¬ 


dies. an ensemble of such power 
and savagery that their own sce¬ 
nario might have been written tty 
Dante Their awesome fast bowl¬ 
ing having routinely shattered a 
jaw, this time of Australia’s lead- 
mg pace-bowler, Geoff Lawson, 
Merv was thrust into the breach at 
Perth, and he seized his opportun¬ 
ity in both his huge, shovel nutts 
Charging in now vnth the fury of 
a wardrobe with a grudge, Merv 
visited on the West Indies the sort 
of misery they usually dish out, 
whistling the ball for over after 
over light up the batsmen’s 
throats 

In a spell of vengeful madness 
worthy of an axe-murderer he 
took eight wickets for 87 runs, a 
total of 13 altogether in the 
match It was a display of sus¬ 
tained violence and brutality that 
couldn’t fail to endear Merv to the 
Australian public and he became, 
quite literally, a star overnight A 
butt previously for gibes about his 
beer belly, his arthritic fielding 
and criminal mcompetence with 
the bat, he moved through the rest 
of the series like a conquering 
hero 

He would take only one more 
wicket for 286 runs in a senes 
resoundingly won. as usual, by 
the West Indies but now he took 
the field to a welcome that even 
the Roman Colosseum would have 
found hard to match ‘Merv- 

Merv Merv Merv i’ huge 
Antipodean crowds chanted, 
matching each descent of his size 
128 on the turf as he reeled to¬ 
wards the wicket on his run-up, 
leaving a stnng of footpnnts hke 
a yeti’s in his wake 

His elaborate limbenng exer¬ 
cises preparatory to bowhng, a 
display with no real parallel else¬ 
where in nature, were simul¬ 
taneously copied by gathenngs of 
thousands, many with their heads 
shorn just hke Merv’s and some, 
regardless of gender, wearing 
stuck-on versions of hia whiskers 
The Australian tourists are back¬ 
ed this year by a lager company 
and what could be more m keep- 
mg with the ethos of that univer¬ 
sal amber mfuriator than such a 
saga of broken bones, frightful 
vengeance, baying multitudes, 
*bizarre rituals and face hair raised 
to the stotus of an offensive 





weapon? 'nie occitement in the 
boardrcx>xn of XXXX. the lager 
that dare not speak its name, or 
possibly oant remember it. must 
have been intense as Merv’s 
legend prospered. Was this the 
man to do for Australia what 
Botham has done to England? Big 
beery and belligerent Both’s im* 
age may be but what a gift for 
getting his name in the papersi I 


A S it happens. Merv has been 
off the beer ever»since he 
was given a public rollick¬ 
ing by Australia's captain. Allan 
Border Merv took his advice, 
combining it with a strenuous 
regime of diet and exercise, shed a 
couple of stones and was well on 
the way to his 13-wicket epiphany 
at Perth but this irony did not 



Sweet 27 and he’s been 
kieeed, but no one's 
telling by whom 

prevent his face from being used 
like a figure-head when the XXXX 
tourists arrived in England last 
month Looking every inch the 
lager enthusiast he faced the 
media gamely, although stone- 
cold sober and although, it turned 
out. he could only be approached 
through the XXXX publicity 
machine in England. 

The machine, in the person of a 
rather vapid young man in Next 
suit with a pab^ of red braces, 
wanted to know in precise details 
how XXXX would benefit from 
any access he might allow to Merv 
in person, which is very much the 
sort of query the game throws up 




nowadays, much as everybody 
else throws up whenever it is 
asked. 

Merv hixnself, of course, when 
he was finally allowed out for 
Ixinch unchaperoned, proved to be 
infinitely better mannered. He has 
a handshake that leaves your arm 
numb right up to the shoulder and 
a physical presence, in his green 
Australian blazer, magnificent 
enough to produce a momentary 
hush in the high-powered blather 
as he loomed in the doorway of the 
Savoy Grill. 

He proved to belong to the laco¬ 
nic breed of Australians, as 
opposed to those who, like Clive 
James, find it impossible to shut 
up, but really his is a simple story 
that doesn't require a great deal of 
verbiage to tell. He is a country 
boy from the lands on the out¬ 
skirts of Melbourne celebrated 
otherwise only as the former 
hunting grounds of the bush¬ 
ranger Ned Kelly. Kelly became a 
folk-hero from robbing the rich, a 
shrewder move than tackling the 
poor as it happens, and much has 
been made of this mild connection 
by the Australian media :n an 
attempt to attach some of the 
bandit’s overblown machismo to 
Merv in his new role of scourge to 
Australia’s enemies Merv, having 
completed a study of the menu 
almost as lengthy as his run-up, 
tried to keep the myth going. ‘Me 
mum,’ he said, ‘reckoned she used 
to work in a bank that was once 
held up by Ned Kelly.” 

The other attempt to breathe 
even more fire into the image of 
the only Australian quickly to 
worry anybody since Dennis Lillee 
and Jeff Thomson retired is the 
implication that Merv strode in 
from the Bush already toughened 
by sheer hardship for his wrest¬ 
ling match with those who chal¬ 
lenge the green and gold. 

The truth, he admits a bit 
shemefacedly, is that he hails 
more from the outer suburbs of 
the city of Melbourne than the raw 
Outback of legend and besides a 
mum who worked in a bank, his 
dad is a primary school headmas¬ 
ter: ‘Sorta middle clarss, I suppose 
you’d have to say,’ he said, draw¬ 
ing his lips back ftom his teeth in 
his angry carnivore gesture, as if 
to deny the entailments of this 



T he piratical scar ov8r 
bis eye turns out to 
have rasultetf from a clash 
of heads In a basketball 
game rather than a knife 
fight In an upcountry saloon 


remark, but possibly because he 
had ordered a fillet steak very well 
done, not always the beat way to 
treat this somewhat delicate cut 
which then tends to display a 
toughness of its own. 

As a pupil at school he further 
admits that very few predicted 
that a Nobel Prize, say, perhaps 
for literature or science, would he 
somewhere in his future but, a 
big, healthy lad even then he was 
playing cricket for grown men’s 
sides while still in his early teens 
and was clearly in the grip of the 
Aussie passion for sport from his 
earliest days ‘Me dad was a good 
clarss club cricketer and helped 
me a lot,’ he says like any well- 
behaved son, but he also played 
the alarming Australian Rules 
football and was quickly up to 
Victoria State standard in both 
The piratical scar over his eye, 
however, turns out to have re¬ 
sulted from a clash of heads in a 
basketball game, rather than a 
knife fight in an up-country sa¬ 
loon and the suggestion that his 


muscles were cultivated by back¬ 
breaking work in the Bush is also 
misleading. ’Work’, he said, roll¬ 
ing his ^es in the equine manner 
he earns a living in the spaces 
between his sporting engage¬ 
ments operating a forklift truck 
in a paper warehouse, while shar¬ 
ing a house with his sister, an 
accountant, and their cousin in 
very much the same neck of the 
woods where he was born. 

Even his moustache, apparently 
a throwback to the last century 
when evil squires would go about 
whipping people while wearing 
face hair like that, turns out to 
have had a very conventional 
genesis ‘I had several goes at 
growin’ a ‘tache like me hero, 
Dennis Lillee,’ Merv explained, 
draining his third glass of soda 
water, ‘but it never really worked 
out somehow 'Then I went off 
hitch-hikin’ round Australia with 
me mate for a year and with 
nobody to impress I just let me 
whiskers sprout. I had a full set by 
the time I got back home and I 
started takin’ a bit off here and a 
bit off there and-well-that’s how 
it turned out ’ He stopped to re¬ 
move a piece of fruit salad which 
had got caught in the fearsome 
fungus and you could only reflect, 
yet again, that appearances can 
often be deceptive. 

It was time to take the holy 
terror to have his photograph 
taken and it was only then, with 
the heavy intellectual stuff out of 
the way, that he recaptured a little 
of the fearsome panache that has 
made him into the latest and 
potentially the most blood¬ 
curdling Hammer of the Poms. In 
the taxi on the way to the studio 
his big, shaven head swivelled 
through almost 360 degrees at 
every pretty girl who passed in 
the spring sunshine. 

The young man from XXXX was 
waiting at the other end to make 
sure the product got into the pic¬ 
tures and Merv, taking a can in 
each hand and crushing it with 
the force of a mechanic€il grab, 
shot twin columns of the fluid 
three feet into the air and all over 
his PR person’s pointed lace-ups. 

But then Merv couldn’t give a 
XXXX for. 

YOU Magatkra 

Asw Faaturm 
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T he Margaret 
Alva Suresh 
Kalmadi 
personality 
clash, has 
spilled over to 
the f on idors of South 
Bkx-k and the sports 
fields Both these 
CoiigtessdJ stalwarts 
are old rivals Then 
backgrounds and 
ambitions are more or 
less the same 
Both wereoiiginally 
from file CoiigressfS) 
However, Margaret Alva 
crossed over to 
Congress(I) in the early 
Eighties Her father IS a 
reputed freedom fighter 
and was involved with 
the development of 
Kat nataka, earlier 
Mysore Margaret Alva 
represents the Catholic 
lobby 111 the PM's 
secretariat She is a 
Raiya Sabha member 
from North Kannadam 
Karnataka Since 1986, 
she has been Minister of 
State for Youth Affairs, 
Women’s Development 
andSpoits Her access 
to the prime minister is 
reasonable She has been 
a Rajya Sabha member 
since April 1974 and 
was re-elected m 1980 
and 1984 She was a 
joint secretary of the All 
India Congress 
Committee in 1976 
In contrast, Suresh 
Kalmadi is viewed in 
Congreasfl) circles as a 
"Johnny come lately” 
Once an opposition 
stalwart, he joined the 


POLITICS ON THE 


Congres(I) in December 
1987 However, he IS 
well entrenched in 
sports Earlier, he was 
president of the 
Maharashtra Athletics 
Association and recently 
became president of the 
Amateur Athletics 
Federation of India 
(AAFI) Generous and 
dynamic, Kalmadi's 
organisational powers 
are excellent His Run 
for the country and 
Freedom Run, the slick 
Pune International 
Marathon and the 1988 
Permit Meet at Delhi, in 
which Olympic gold 
medallists Steve Ovett 
and Renaldo Nehemiah 
participated, made him 
popular and formidable 
in the sports fraternity 
of India In the ruling 
party he belongs to the 


Satish Sharma-Shiela 
Dikshit group His 
image in sports and 
friendship with the PM’s 
aide Satish Sharma, 
made Suresh Kalmadi a 
serious contender for 
the post of Sports 
Minister 
So the Margaret 
Alva-Suresh Kalmadi 
rivalry intensified It 
became a clash of egos, 
self interst, power 
struggle, betwen two 
pressure groups in the 
Congress(I) and 
contrasting 
personadities During 
the recent Indian 
Olympic Association 
(lOA) president 
elections, they were in 
rival camps also 
Margaret Alva and Buta 
Singh supported 
Adityan, who ultimately 
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Kalmadi (n^ 


WHEN THEY DON’T KEEP TO THEIR OWN GUIDELINES! 


I N the case of Subodh Khandekar, 
the Sports Authority of India 
conveniently forgot or neglected 
their own guidelines as regards 
selection The terms of “Sports 
India—Operation Excellence” 
popularly known as ‘the guidelines,’ 
makes specific reference about 
selection of sportspersons 
In Chapter 1, reference 1.13 is to 
selection of sportspersons It clearly 
states the committee shall comprise 
the President of the National Sports 
Federation as its Chairperson, the 
National Coach, Secretary/Secretary 
General of the concerned national 
sports federation, a representative of 
the SAI and an ex-intemational 
(preferably an Aijuna Awardee) 

Now after the Champions Cup 
hockey tournament at Berlin, the 
national coach, M P. Ganeeh 
requested that Sanjeev Kumar should 
be replaced by Subodh Khandekar, for 
the Inter-Continental Cup at UtSA. He 


sent a telex message to IHF president, 
^riR Prasad stating why he wanted 
the change. Ganesh clarified that 
Sanjeev Kumar had still not fully * 
recovered from a groin uyury and 
Subodh Khandekar, chosen 
man-of-the-meet, in a four nation 
tournament in Spam was the ideal 
replacement. Experts at Berlm, had 
stressed that the inside left was India’s 
achilles heel Young Atif Idns had yet 
not displayed his fu^ potential His 
replacement Sanjeev Kumar was 
inadequate. Hence the need for an 
experienced forward, Subodh 
Khandekar. 

IHF president. Sfari R. Prasad 
agreed to Oanesh’s request. The IHF 
secretary also concurred with 
Qanesh’s plea. The ex-intematlonal in 
the committee, also felt that Subodh 
Khandekar should rsplaoe Sanjeev 
Kumar. The IHF forwarded the 
necessary papers to the Union Sports 
Ministry. Subodh Khandekar’s 




PLAYING FIELD 




won, upsetting' Suresh 
Kalmadi, who did not 
have the Image of a 
gfovemment candidate 
Rivalry between the 
two was always intense 
The athletics trips to 
Malaysia and England 
provided an excuse for 


Suresh Kalmadi 



Bharatiyyam to be a part of 
the opening ceremony of the 


Asian Track and Field meet, 
or held elsewhere, as the 
athletes need the venue 
(Nehru Stadium) for a week 
prior to the games, for 
practice 


toflajlv Gandhi) mastermindsd the Freedom Run 


passport was ready Only his visa 
needed to be formalised. It was 
expected that Subodh Khandekar may 
even Join the Indian team playing 
exhibition matohes in England or 
latest in USA in early July. 

Yet surprisingly, Subodh 
Khandekar’s case was not cleared by 
the union sports ministry. Now it is 
revealed that procrastination by SAI 
led to Khandekar not being cleared for 
the Inter-Continental Cup at USA. The 
SAI project officer on hockey felt 
Khandekar was not required at the 
New Jers^ tournament. So 
Khandekar’s case was not forwarded. 
India lost the services of an 
experienced forward and’ 
consequently finished third, in a 
tournament we could have won or 
been runners up. 

Now here, the SAI violated their own 
aelectiem norms and all demooratlo 
^ processes. Four out of the five 
membenaof theseleotioa committee 


for hockey wanted Khandekar. Yet the 
SAI in an autocratic manner 
over-ruled the demand for 
Khandekar’s inclusion. It is such 
arbitrary decisions which is making 
the nidional sports federations wary 
of the SAI. 

A former international and 
ex-Olympian in Delhi said, “Ganesh’s 
request should have been granted 
without any questioning. After all he 
is the man on the spot and can judge 
the form of the player. If Khandekar 
was fit, he should have been 
immediately cleared.” However SAI 
dilly-dallied and Khandekar missed 
the tounmment. This provided the 
national sports federation, another 
example of SAI highandedness and 
attempt to usurp power. In this case it 
does seem that SAl's claims for 
democratisation and improving 
accountability in Indian sports is a bit 
hollow. 

m 


snide remarks and 
insinuations Mrs. Alva 
fired a fussilade when 
she said, “In 1986 after 
the Seoul Asiad, Suresh 
Kalmadi in Parliament 
demanded that the lOA 
18 dis-reguding the 
guidelines of 
office-bearers and so 
should be dissolved and 
the gfovemment should 
g^ve priority to about 10 
games only and not 25 
or 30 g^mes. Yet now 
Kalmadi is argpiing 
against the guidelines 
on terms of 
office-bearers and says 
the government should 
not give priority to some 
sports only ” 

Suresh Kalmadi’s 
reply was prompt "The 
remark about the lOA 
was made in the context 
of 1980, when V. C. 
Shukla was making 
numerous amendments. 






My remarks about 
priority sports has been 
nus-understood I 
beheve the government 
should give more 
priority to some sports 
and less funds and 
priorities to others 
Athletios IS the mother 
of all sports and so it 
should get more ftmds I 
never said that 
non-priority games 


II A thletics is the mother of 
Mali sports and so it 
should aet more funds. 1 
(Kalmaai) never said that 
non-priority games should 
be totally ignored." 


should be totally 
Ignored ” 

The quarrel assumes 
alarming intensity 
occasionally Kalmadi 
accuses Mrs Alva of 
sabotaging the 8th 
Asian Track and Field 
meet at Delhi, (from 
Nov 14—19) He says 
the SAI 18 non 
co-operative, as they are 
not ^ving the AAFI 








rooms for offioe space at 
the Nehru Stadmm and 
the Sports Ministry is 
not releasing funds The 
Sports Ministry grant is 
justRs 5 lakhs, 
whereas the anticipated 
budget IS nearly Rs 1 
crore 

^ He also says that the 

* AAPI wanted 
Bharatiyyam to be part 
of the opening ceremony 


of the Asian meet, or 
held elsewhere, as the 
athletes need the venue 
for a week prior to the 
games, for practice 
However Mrs Alva 
msists that 

Bharatiyyam mvolving 
50,000 children is part 
of the closing ceremony 
of the Nehru Centenary 
Year and the Pnme 
Minister will witness it 


The Federation chief, Mr 
Suresh Kalxnadi with 
the athletes who 
returned from the 
Malaysian Open 
Championship 

Suresh Kalmadi 
counters by saying the 
8th Asian Track and 
Field meet is dedicated 
to the memory of 
Jawaharlal Nehru and is 
part of the Centenary 
Celebrations Kalmadi 
added that the Prime 
Minister is the chief 
patron of the Asian 
Track and Field meet 
also 

So the rivalry goes on 
The athletes and 
sometimes coaches are 
the victims Kalmadi 
says, We want 
co operation rather than 
confrontation with SAI 
but they only talk about 
guidelines and try to 
browbeat us Mrs Alva 
says. 1 am ready for a 
dialogue with the 


SAI never cleared the 
post of the manager for 
the trip and the excuse 
of the manager staying 
just for two days is 
fraudulent 
A K Banerjee, 
vic»-pre8ident of the 
AAFI adds, 
'Executive-director 
(teams wing), Mr V K 
Verma former secretary 
of the AAFI is jealous of 
our success and wants to 
denigiateus Last year. 

I contacted many 
athletes for the Permit 
Meet and bi ought them 
to Delhi This yeai also, 
a manager of the Indian 
team to England I 
would have enticed some 
top athletes to tome for 
the Permit Meet Veima 
thought that AAFI will 
become more powerful 
with such success so he 
mis-represented my case 
and scuttled my trip 
Both Kalmadi and 
Banerjee feel, Verma 


III am ready 
I for a dialogue 
with the 
federations, but 
nobody comes 
forth/' 

Margaret Alva. J 





federations, but nobody 
comes forth " Both are 
seemingly offering the 
olive branch, but they 
are no takers 
Another perspective to 
the SAI-AAFI rivalry 
was provided by Arun 
Kumar Banerjee the 
manager who was 
sidetracked by the SAI 
for the England trip 
Kalmadi insists that the 


still acts as if he is 
secretary of the AAFI 
and 18 also trying to 
prove to Mrs Alva that 
he IS more loyal to the 
government than the 
sports federations " Mr 
Verma’s reply to such 
forthright accusations 
IS that he only works by 
the rules and 
regulations of the SAI 

^- m* -ML- 
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S ubjects of the only 
two port! aits that 
have been commissioned 
by the Wimbledon 
Museum to hangr thei e 
Virginia Wade and Chi is 
Evert 

N umber ol Amen ican 
men who ti led and 
failed to win the Fi ench 
Open between Tony 
Traberts 1955 conquest 
and Michael Chang s 
1989 triumph 494 

R eason goif stai 
Paul Azinger gieatly 
admires John McEnroe 
"Because he's got guts 

W HAT Wimbledon 
chairman R E H 
(Buzzer) Hadingham 
found when he 
conducted a personal 
invitft^ation follovinng 


c 1 itic ism of the fabled 
Wimbledonian 
strawbei ries and cream 
Each serving had at 
least lOberiies 

T he only true 

amateui s at the 1988 
Olympic Games m 
Seoul according to Ion 
Tiriac Boi 18 Beckers 
managei the rich 
tennis players 

N umber of times in 
Wimbledon history 
that the Queen has 
honoured the All 
England Club with her 
presence 3(1957 1962 
and 1977) 

S ports that 

65 year old President 
George Bush played on 
the same day during a 
July visit to his summer 


home in 

Kennebunkport, Maine 
tennis, golf, swimming 
boating and jogging 

W HAT doubles 

standout Sherwood 
Stewart thinks of the 
U S Open ‘ A pit The 
worst place in the whole 
world to play tennis ” 

E pithets given to 
marketing giant 
Mai k McCormack of 
International 
Management Group 
'Mark the Shark ’ and 
“The Lemon Squeezer” 

L anguages in which 

17-year-old Arantxa 
Sanchez gave press 
conferences just after 
winning the French 
Open English, German 
and Spanish. 


F irst prize at the fil stj 
women’e competition 
at Wimbledon In 1884: a| 
silver flower baake., 
valued at 20 guineas 

P RIZE money that 
Billie Joan King 
collected for winning 
the 1968 Wimbledon 
singles title: $1,8(K1 

P RIZE money that 
Steffi Gr.af collected 
for winning the 1989 
Wiiiibledt.m singles title: 
$298,070 

A verage recorded 
speed of John 
McEnr<.x'''s fii'st sem-t; at 
the 1989 Wimbledon 
iChampionships: KM 
nnlt's [X'r hour 
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H ow 17 yoai’Old 

Michael Chajig fared 
'^; in a tournameaf exactly 
i • two years before he 
i captured the 1889 

kj'./' Frencli Open; He loet hr 
r. V ■ the final of the Southern 
California high school 
championships to his 
older brother Carl. 

F astest retrorded 
specxl of Steffi G rafs 
['first sm-ve at the 1989 
Ji Wiiublodon 
I Cliainpionships: 108 

, mrles [ter hour 

i '■ 

■■My P»ul F«in 



At Wimbledon, Graf's 
fastest serve was at 108 
mph 
















A WEEK aero. It look¬ 
ed bke the tennis 
event of the year, 
with John 
McEnroe 

and Andre Agassi 
confident to 
conquer the West 
Germans in the Davis 
Cupmmifinals Ken 
Flach and Robert 
SeguBO, the unbeaten 
--- 


duo of 11 ties since their 
1085 debut were just an 
insurance 
Suddenly, the 
scenario changed as 
McEnroe pulled out with 
the Wimbledon injury 
Once again, the US 
squad was without a 
leader, a man who can 
assure at least one 
singlmwm Yet, Andre 


Agassi filled his shoes 
and served for a 2-0 lead 
for his country The US 
looked all set for a clean 
sweep 

However, after the 
best three sets he has 
ever played in his 
career, Andre Agassi 
failed to close out the 
match That was all the 
opening a leader like 


Rons Becker needed 
After losmg the hrat two 
sets m tiebreakers 
Becker saved Agassi’s 
match pomt and forced 
the thud set to a 
tie-breaker m his 
favoiu Then he levelled 
the match just before 
midnight and came back 
the following mommg 
to take a quick lead 








EFRO 




Even alter a 1-3 
setback, Agasai was able 
to pull ahead and serve 
for a 6-4 lead But 
Becker bro&e him to 
level the set at 4-4 and 
broke him in his next 
service gap^ ^psir a 6-4 
win. 

Then he inspired Enc 
Jelen to beat Plach and 
Seguao, who could only 


claim the first set 
Leaders like that inspire 
the followers and 
Carl-Uwe Steeb rose to 
the occasion by 
stunning Agassi to a 
four-set defeat to save 
Becker the ordeal of an 
encounter with his 
nemesis Brad Gilbert m 
the &fth and deciding 
match 









Leadership and team 
work are what Davis 
Cup is all about. Add 
home court advantage to 
it and you have one of 
the most unique 
institutions of sports. As 
Becker and Agassi came 
back to play their final 
set at the Olympic hall in 
Munich, the crowd 
carried Becker on their 
shoulders. 

This shootout 
certainly reminded one 
of Hartford a couple of 
years ago. West 
Germany had come to 
the US to battle the US 
for the dignity of 
staying in the world 
group. John McEnroe, 
the man who kept Davis 
Cup alive during its 
declining years, was 
back in the team after a 
personal hiatus and a 
long expulsion from the 
team. 

First Tim Mayotte lost 
a five-set thriller to 
unknown Eric Jelen. 
Then Becker and 
McEnroe battled over 
live and a half hours and 
the West German’s 
stamina prevailed over 
McEnroe's genius. 

The Becker-Agassi 
match was probably the 
most exciting and 
perfect up tie since. 

The US captain Tom 
Gorman says, "I don’t 
think two gruys have 
played quite that well in- 
three sets.” Fred Stolle 
called it the best Davis 
Cup match in the past 
decade. 

It was the most 
important match in 
Andre Agassi’s career. 
Even his semifinals 
against Ivan Lendl in 
last year's US Open did 
not matter this much. 

This last came at a time 
when his career is 
suffering a crisis of 
credibility. He lost the 
Italian Open to Alberto 
Mancini after serving 


for the match at 2-0. 
Michael Chang-victory 
and his own mediocre 
performance at the 
French Open did not 
help matters. He has not 
won a tournament this 
year, and his ranking 
has slipped fl*om no. 4 
last year. 

Only in Davis Cup do 
you see men like Agassi 
and Becker hug each 
other tight after such 
match. And Agassi 
captured the sentiment 
when he said, "When 
you play five sets in the 
Davis Cup and an 
important match you 
put your heart, mind 
and soul into one entire 
match and it is a matter 
of one player playing 


Becker hugs Steeb: 
teamwork is what Davis 
Cup is all about 


better and that is why 
they win, and you got to 
say. gosh, you know 
great match’ and the 
kind of feeling we have.” 

The young American 
was optimistic even after 
that defeat. He was 
confident that he could 
win his reverse singles 
against Carl-Uwe Steeb, 
who had shut him out of 
the first round of the 
Lipton International in 
Florida earlier, this 
year. But things 
changed that afternoon 
as Flach and Seguso 
were stunned by Becker 
and Jelen. The American 
heroes, who have saved 
the US many a time in 
the past, had hardly any 
of their communication 


and closeness of the 
college days. 

With the defeat of 
Flach and Seguso, 
Agassi had to beat Steeb 
and Gilbert had to 
extend his 3-1 career 
reojrd over Becker. 
Agassi’s comments about 
Steeb being the Gimme 
ofthistie, had 
infuriated the West 
German, who waa 
already unhappy with 
the American for 
asking, "Who is Steeb' in 
Florida. Agassi had 
evidently forgotten that 
he was dealing with the 
man who was mainly 
instrumental in leading 
West Germany in a Cup 
win last year on the 
notorious clay of 
















Oothenberg. He beat 
World No. 1 Mats 
Wilander who was 
serving for the match at 
6-5 in the third set. 
Agassi’s lack of 
concentration cost him 
this match. He won the 
first set on single break. 
As he led 3-2 in the 
second, he bragged to 
his teammates that he 
was going to break Steeb 
nght away. Instead, he 
lost the next five of the 
next six games He 
squandered a 2-0 lead 
while serving for the 
third game at 40-0 and 
lost it. 

"Agassi is not a player 
who can come back 
when he’s down,” 
commented Steeb ” He’s 


“Agassi is not a 
player who can 
come back when 
he’s down. He’s ail 
over with you when 
he’s on top, but 
when he's losing, he 
is not going to come 
back’’...Carl-Uwe 
Steeb 


all over you when he’s 
on top, but when he's 
losing, he is not going to 
come back ” 

One winders how true 
that is aner the last US 
Open, the recent Italian 
Open and this Davis Cup 
tie. He is a patriotic 
young man who has 
made Davis Cup his 
priority, but some how 
lacks the will and 
mental toughness to be 
the sheet anchor of the 
team, as McEnroe or 
Becker do. This is 
where, Michael Chang 
may be the heir apparent 
^of John McEnroe over 
the coming years. 







THE BELFAST MEET 


S I TEVE CRAM was 
I happy despite 
1 being beaten into 
^second place after 
ing a surprise visit 
to the Girobank Games 
at the Mary Peters track 
in Belfast 

The world one-nule 
record holder was 
beaten by Lucas Sang, of 
Kenya, over 800 metres, 
but he said “It was just 
what I needed Times or 
places did not mean a 
thing ” 

It has been a 
frustrating week for 
Cram and he took the 
late decision to run m 
Northern Ireland on the 
advice of his pregnant 
wife Karen 
Cram’s week had been 
clouded by the imminent 
birth of his first child 
and by a calf imury 
"I have sat at home 
feeling low and Karen 
said go and run, but now 
I can take four or five 
days off because I need 
It” 

The runner had 
agreed to compete only 
on the condition that if 
news came through of 
the birth, he would leave 
immediately—whether 
before or after the race 
As promoter Les Jones 
waited by a portable 
telephone for the news. 
Cram struggled his way 
around the final bend, 
boxed in and without 
much hope of getting to 
the front 

Cram tried as Brian 
Whittle got away to 
chase American James 
Brown, but it was Sang 
who took the best route 
to the front and though 
Cram chased him over 
the final yards, he only 
j wt managed to match 
. eltiond place 
, It was Cram’s fourth 
«UBat in five outmgs 


DIARY 



this season and it has 
been Kenyans ahead of 
him all the time, but his 
consolation was that 
Sang’s time of 1 min 
46 21 sec was three 
seconds slower than the 
all-comers’ record he set 
three years ago 


Steve Cram: yet to oome 
Into top gear 

Linford Christie also 
emoyed bemg back, and 
though the Olympic 
silver medallist got a bad 
start in the loom, he 
looked hke the runner of 


old as he surged to the 
front and won easily in 
10 40 sec 

Said Aouita, the world 
1,500 and 5,000m 
record holder, did no 
more than he promised 
in the mile—he won 

The Moroccan, led 
almost all the way and 
was even outside Steve 
Ovett’s all-comers’ 
record with 3mm 
57 59sec, while'Ovett, a 
surprise entry, among 
the rearguard 

Despite the fast pace of 
Briton John Regis, 
Butch Reynolds, the 
world 400m record 
holder, failed to break 
the world 400m record, 
wmning m 32 06sec 

Colm Jackson, the 
Olympic 110m hurdles 
silver medallist, failed to 
break his own European 
record on his fourth 
visit to the Mary Peters 
track 

But the Cardiff 
runner, who had broken 
the British record here 
last year with 13 23sec, 
did the next best thing 
by taking the all-comers 
record of Renaldo 
Nehemiah, set eight 
years ago, by one 
hundredth of a second 
with a tune of 13 16s%c 

In the absence of 
Roger Kingdom, the 
double Olympic 
champion, it was left to 
Tony Jarrett from 
London to test Jackson, 
and Jarrett led for half 
the distance before 
Jackson’s power 
overcame him 

Liz McCoglan, who 
was hoping to break the 
world 5,000m world 
record of Ingrid 
Kristiansen, was well 
beaten by Patti-Sue 
Plumer, of the Umted 
States, who won m 
15nun 10 yosec, over 30 
seconds outside the 
Norwegian’s time 

NanMaira 







THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE MEET 


F ew Kenyans could be 
caught in the exciting 
package that made up 
the Royal Mail Parcels 
Games. It was probably 
the most spectacular 
event seen m Britain; 
five Umted Kingdom 
all-comers’ records were 
set, one equalled, but it 
was the free-flowing 
runmng of the Kenyans 
which left the deepest 
impression 
The men from the 
heights of East Africa 
showed their 
umnhibited attitude 
towards winmng at 
speed, from Paul Ereng 
in the 800 metres m 
1mm 43 60sec and Peter 
Koech. the world record 
.holder in the 
steeplechase, to Yobes 
Ondieki, who won the 
3,000 metres in 7min 
41 55sec 

In blissful conditions 
they were surely, in 
every stride, offering a 
sporting message to 
those in this coimtry 
who might deny them 
I thejoy of showing the 
I Commonwealth just how 
good they are. The lure 
of South Ahrica is great 
I but those who may be 
I receiving invitations to 
I play in the country of 
' apartheid should 
imderstand the damage 
they could do among all 
those wiimers. 

For the British the 
best moment came in the 
110 metres hurdlra, 
where Colin Jackson 
equalled his European 
and Commonwealth 
record of 13.1 Isec, 
which also became the 
UK all-comers’ mark. 

^ More importantly he 
achieved his most 
decisive victory over 
Roger Kingdom, the 


double Olympic 
champion. 

By the time they had 
reached the fifth flight 
Kingdom was out of the 
hunt and only a tumble 
would have denied the 
young man fjrom Wales. 

In the absence of 
people like Steve Cram 
and SebastianCoe, 
Britain’s second division 
were on parade in the 
1500 metres. Steve 
Crabb ran just tlm race 
required, coming out of 
the pack to pull into flrst 
place ahead of Kip 
Cheruiyot m the final 30 
metres HisSminSesec 
might not be enough to 
cope with the fastest 
men in the business, but 
he was the best man of 
five over that final 150 
metres. 

Ereng was master of 
the 800 metres—though 
he still has some way to 
go to reach Coe’s world 
record of Imin 4] .73sec 
He had the pacemakers 
to work for him, Patrick 
Sang taking it through, 
after a first lap in 
49.97860, to imin 
43.60sec. In the 
lung-searing final 200 
metres one saw that 
Robert Kibet has some 
running to do to cope 
with this sort of 
competition. He was 
fading in the straight, 
which turned out to be 
his second flaw of the 
evening, for he was 
disqualified for 
prematurely running 
out of his lane. 

The steeplechase was a 
fierce affair, with Peter 
Koech leading for the 
last four laps and still 
producing a winning 
time of 8min 16.6esec. 
Francesco Panetta, the 
world champion, 
looked.as though 
he might 

C(dlu Jackson: in 
brilliant form 


revive Italy’s athletic 
fortunes, but there was 
always the gangling 
presence of Mark 
Rowland, the bronze 
medal wiimer in Seoul. 
He kept in third or 
fourth position and 
moved through strongly 
at the final water-jump 
After leading for so 
long, Koech should have 
been vulnerable. But 


these Kmyana have 
magical reserves that 
they b^ing down firom 
altitude and Koech 
pulled away. 

QndQeki showed 
similar powers in the 
3.000 metres, where he 
did much of the 
ftont-running. Marcus 
O’Sullivan, twice world 
indoor 1600 metres 
champion, dogged his 
tracks. With his sort of 
finishing speed he 
might have broken the 
Kenyan, but he could 
find no finishing kick at 
this sort of pace and 
Ondieki floated away to 
a time, 7min 41.6Sseo. 
that only Said Aouita 
has beaten this summer 









Is West Bengal's Sports Ministei 


I T IS an open secret 
that West Bengal 
Sports Minister 
Subhas 

Chakraborty has 
fei vently tried and 
jiei haps still to create 
])i nbh ms in the 
f line tioning of the 
Inctiaii Football 
Asscx-iation In fact 
there aie rumours that 
he ti led to manipulate 
the ouster of secretary 
Fi ody ut Outta but had 
tailed hopelessly as the 
disti ict representatives 
were not in the mood to 
< I eate'disorder" 

As this ploy didn t 
work, apparently lus 
next step was to create a 
' financial blockade" so 
that the IFA was 
crippled The Sports 
Minister’s meddling in 
IFA atfairs have raised 
many eyebrows If the 
honourable Minister is 
indeed so interested in 
the affairs of the IFA 
wliat then is he doing to 
improve (or help) soccer 
in the State‘s 
His barging into the 
association's affairs over 
the last few years has 
been quite 
“arbitanous"and an 
insult to the 
independent body This 
has become intolerable 
for the IFA auid Messrs 
Dutta and compauiy 
were fuming, especially 
after what the Minister 
stated at a Press 
conference on the 
imd-July stalemate m 
Calcutta soccer That the 
IFA had "no-gooders" 
and it "has no 

(From left): Prodyut 
Dutta, PoUoe 
Commissioner BK Saha 
and DC Headquarters 
8A Ahmed at a meeting 
with the referees who 
hadixqroottedthe 
Chloutta league 


constitution" If these 
are his allegations then 
how did the IFA survive 
all these years’’ Has the 
minister forgotten that 
there are two 
Government 
representatives in the 
association’’ 

The Calcutta Referees’ 
Association’s call for a 
boycott, because of the 
hammering referee 
Pradip Nag was meted 
out by Mohun Bagan 
stopper-back Subrata 
Bhattacharya and 
others during the team’s 


league tie against Aryan 
has unfortunately been 
withdrawn 

Bhattacharya filed a suit 
against the IFA but later 
withdrew it realising his 
mistakes 

The Calcutta soccer 
league has resumed 
after twelve days but the 
tension in all probability 
prevail The Police 
Commissioner B K 
Saha and the IFA 
secretary Dutta have 
succeeded in persuading 
the CRA to withdraw the 
boycott after a marathon 


debate While Dutta 
assured the referees that 
the IFA “will take 
prompt action against 
all those who were 
responsible” in the 
Bagan-Aryan match, Mr 
Saha promised all police 
support and security to 
the referees i^t’shope 
the referees recover 
much of their lost 
confidence 

As it IS the game in the 
State has nosedived and 
enough criticism has 
been levelled by other 
States The Sports 








Meddling In The Affairs Of The IFA? 


Minister should, 
therefore, help’the IFA 
to become financially 
viable once again. The 
Eilleged “financial 
blockade” has already 
forced the IFA to curb its 
plans and programmes. 
The curse on the IFA fell 
since the sixth Nehru 
Gold Cup soccer at 
Siliguri last year. It was 
a finwcial disaster and 
Dutta had to find the 
means. We saw him in a 
pensive mood at 
Siliguri. He looked 
rather apprehensive. 


There was no favours 
awaiting from the 
Sports Minister. Instead 
there seemed to be more 
hindrances. Besides, the 
promises that the 
Minister made to 
reimburse the Rs.20 
lakhs, which was needed 
to build the 

Kanchenjunga Stadium 
at Siliguri for the Nehru 
Cup. was yet to be 
fulfilled. 

Usually, the State 
Governments contribute 
enormously to building 
stadiums in districts 


(Kerala is the best 
example). But the West 
Bengal Government had 
instead asked the IFA to 
build the Siliguri 
infrastructure. Since 
Prodyut Dutta was 
adamant on having the 
Nehru Cup in the 
district he borrowed 
R8.20 lakhs from a bank 
(Or was the IFA building 
mortgaged?). So far only 
Rs.3 lakhs has been 
reimbursed. God knows 
when the rest of the 
amount will be paid 
back. As things stand 




Sports Minister: Subhas 
Chakraborty 

now. the IFA is finding 
it staggeringly difficult 
in running the show. 

But the Minister has 
denied all financial 
irregularities and that 
the Government doesn’t 
owe the IFA any money. 

To make matters 
worse Subhash 
Chakraborty has been 
“dictating" about the 
number of exhibitions 
that will be held at the 
Salt Lake Stadium. But 
the Minister said that 
there was no intention of 
crippling the IFA 
coffers. He even accuse 


W hat Dutta 
wants now is 
the Government 
to pay back the 
amounts due. 
Chakraborty 
instead says that 
the IFA has got 
its facts wrong. 
The government 
took the Rs.20 
lukhs which was 
adjusted against 
various heads. 
This has been 
done and the IFA 
owes the 
Government Rs. 1 
lakh. 





SanioBh Gho^ 


U sually, the 
State 

Governments 
contribute 
enormously to 
building 
stadiums in 
districts (Kerala 
is the best 
example). But the 
West Bengal 
Government had 
instead asked the 
IFA to build the 
Siliguri 

infrastructure... 
Dutta borrowed 
Rs.20 lakhs from 
a bank (Or was 
the IFA building 
mortgaged?) 


Subrata Bhattaoharya 
being asked to leave the 
field by Mounted Police, 

who had come to the 
rescue of referee Pradip 
Nag in Bagan’s tie with 
Aryan Later the 
referees boycotted the 
league 

the IFA of dictating 
terms with the 
Government The 
Minister, however, said 
that the Government has 
the final say regarding 
which match should be 
an exhibition and which 
should not 

Dutta has gone out of 
the way to please the 
Minister whenever 
asked on a number of 
occasions But things 
have not been on a 
reciprocal basis When 
Chakraborty wanted to 
raise funds for the 
Bakreswar Power Unit 
the IFA gave the 
permission to stage the 
SS8 Trophy at Salt Lake 
on the much vaunted 


promise of paying a fee 
ofRs 3 lakhs But 
Chakraborty has yet to 
pay and when it will be 
done 18 difficult to say 
But he did gfet the Rs 10 
lakhs for Bakreswar 
which was handed over 
toMr JyotiBasu Each 
time Dutta pleaded for 
the money the Minister 
made excuses and sent 
the IFA secretary back 
with hopes 
That the IFA coffers 
are empty was evident 
when Dutta requested 
the Mimster to pay 
Rs 10,000 for culinary 
items prior to this 
season’s first Bast 
Bengal-Mohun Bagan 
exhibition (which the 
former lost) He was 
made to run from pillar 
to post the whole day 
and went back empty 
handed Such is the 
Sport Minister’s 
cooperation and his 
attitude towards the 
game 


What Duita wants 
now 18 the Government 
to pay back the amounts 
due Chakraborty 
instead says that the IFA 
has got its facts wrong 
The government took 
the Rs 20 lakhs which 
was adjusted againBt% 
various heads This has 
been done and the IFA 
owes the Government 
Rs 1 lakh Who’s 
speaking the truth‘s 
Dutta has come out 
with all these 
allegations out of sheer 
frustration resulting 
from the embrogho 
created by the Munster 
It’s time the Munster 
shows more sympathy 
and works tor the 
uphftmentofthe 
game mstead of posing 
barriers If this is 
allowed-to continue then 
the IFA secretary will be 
compelled to complain to 
the Chief Minister in the 
near future 
SiMwah Sarear 
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AND the 

Pakistan cricket team 
arrive in Sydney and go 
directly to the beach, liie 
skies are overcast, and 
Imran seems remote 
when I meet him that 
evening, perhaps the 
sight of all that 
multiculturalism, 
zinc-nosed and topless at 
' noon, has disturbed his 
mood. We talk for an 
hour, interrupted only 
by telephone calls, 

. which he answers 
» impatiently, speaking in 
, Urdu. They say his 
expletives are always in 
English, although in 
this interview he pitches 
only the politest of 
>• phrases. Eventually his 
^ mood grows less remote, 
’ and he says that if he 
' hadn’t become a 

cricketer, he would like 
to have been a musician, 

'' preferably a saxophone 
player, since he could 
T listen to sultry sax 
{ music for hours. He also 
discloses the rather 
startling information 
i that two months before 
General Zia died in a 
plane crash last August, 
he sounded Imran out 
about joining the cabinet 
as a minister. 

The issue of Imran as 
aMuslim sits on the 
sidelines of these 
revelations, waiting to 
go in to bat. Thus we 
have pcriitlos, sax and 
religion, and the 
acknowledged “Lion of 
Pakistan", who looks 
out of the window for 
the first 20 minutes of 


our conversation, begins 
meeting my gaze 

It takes him a while to 
do so completely, and it 
occurs that this is the 
hauteur of the well-bom 
Pathan, often mistaken 
for arrogance and 
aloofness by Imran’s 
critics. The Pathans are 
a fighting people, from 
the province bordering 
Afghanistan and the 
Khyber Pass, whom the 
British were never able 
to colonise Imran was 
born in the waited city of 
Lahore, in the shadow of 
the Himalayas, and his 
Pathan bloodlines show 
up in his walk. I watch 
him on television and 
am reminded of a 
panther, sullen one 
moment, moving with 
sudden, lethal grace the 
next. 

A conversation with 
Imran until dawn might 
have been interesting 
too, since I suspect I am 
meeting 

Imran-in-metaphorical- 
dark-glasses. Yet he still 
has the capacity to 
provoke the pjcture of 
the saxaphone player in 
the back of the 
limousine Both the 
limousine and the man 
quoting from the Quran 
(a verse of which Imran 
wears in gold around his 
neck) are admittedly 
poetic licence, although 
the imaginary chauffeur 
could easily be a 
reference to one of the 
unknown observers who 
exist in the shadows of 
all famous lives, 
chalking up a score that 
nobody gets to see. 

There must be two sets 
of observera, Muslim 
and Western, keeping 
score in Imran Khan’s 
life. What do they make 
of this man whose 
seriousness about his 
religion woiild seem to 
contradict the sexuality 
that has long attracted 


Imran savs that if he 
hadn't become a 
cricketer, he would 
like to have been a 
musician, preferably 
a saxophone player, 
since he could listen 
to sultry sax music 
for hours. 


attention both on and off 
the cricket pitch? And 
yet, he lacks the 
demeanour of the 
playboy. Occasionally he 
flashes a smile, but he 
tends to stick to being 
intense and seriotis in 
the manner of someone 
who is probably far more 
temperamental than he 
allows himself to be. 
Whether this is the 
control of the Pathan, or 
the reserve of a mam who 
has been influenced by 
two cultures, is difficult 
to say. 

"Imran is highly 
principled, both as a 
cricketer and as a man,” 
says the English 
cricketer writer Peter 
Roebuck in a telephone 
call the following day. 
"He is very firm in his 
opinions, almost to the 
point of inflexibility. It 
shows in his batting. He 
is very articulate, 
reasoned and strong. Of 
the modem top 
cricketers, he’s the most 
lucid.” He’s also the one 
who commands the 
widest nmge of 
attention, from militaury 
generals (it was Zia who 
persuaded Imran early 
last year to reverse his 
decision to retire fix>m 
international cricket), to 


Peter Roebuck says: 
“Of the modern top 
cricketers, he’s the 
most lucid," 









IHMKep 


IWnUDOM 


tlM United Arab 
Bmlratas which invite 
him to malM speechea, to 
adietineruished bidton 
film producer who flew 
to London to offer him a 
role as a “superstar 
cricketer” (Imran 
pronounces these words 
with much irony) in a 
movie soon to be made. 
Imran explained to the 
film producer that he 
had confused cricket 
with showbiz. 

But then, so too do the 
unknown observers and 
a less anonymous army 
of spectators, cricket 
writers and global 
cricket-crazies who 
watch Imran the 
autocrat, picking and 
choosing exactly where 
and when he’ll play, and 
with whom. Imran, the 
wealthy, 
Oxford-educated 
Pakistani sportsman 
who’s revei^ as a 
god-like figure by his 
own nation. It’s Lahore 
versus London, Islam 
versus the caviar and 
pneumonia of English 
dinner parties, with the 
increasingly enigmatic 
cricketer playing both 
sides without allowing 
either to claim him 
completely. 

“I have never thought 
of my life as being 
complicated”, Imran 
says, although he 
slightly amends this 
statement later. At 
another stage he argues 
politely, “What is a ‘grood 
Muslim’, and who is 
going to decide who is 
one? I see no conflict in 
being a Muslim and 
living anywhere." 

I ask him what his 
answer was to Zia. He 
says heatedly, “How can 
I become a minister 
when I know nothing 
about it? It was such an 
honour, a great honour, 
so naturally I said, 
Tlease give me some 




linr.'iii 1^ wniHii’ a 
hi)()k and niakinn a 
documeiUary about 
the Ki\ei Indus, 
whicli passL'S iliroui'ji 
Pakistan. 


time to think about it’, 
and then I said ‘Look, 

I’m really not up to it. 

It’s really too big a 
responsibility for me’.’’ 
The problem is that 
popular International 
prediction has Imran 
going into politics as 
soon as he stops playing 
cricket, which will be 
soon. “That great 
burning desire that I 
used to have for cricket 
is not really there that 
much any more,” he 
comments. “The hunger 
isn’t there, although I’ve 
enjoyed playing with the 
current Pakistani team. 
They’re an excellent 
bunch of boys. 

“But you know, as 
time has passed, that 
really has become 
something I’ve become 
more definite 
about—that I really 
don’t want to go into 
politics. For a start, the 
sort of commitment you 
need in politics. I don’t 
think I’ve got it. I’m too 
much of a private 
person. In cricket you 
play in front of a crowd, 
and it’s a public thing, 
but after that, your life 
is your own. You don't 
have to meet your 
constituents and 


“Every nowand then 
I get offers to appear 
in films, but just 
because Pm a 
cricketer doe.sn't 
mean 1 can go into 
films and make an ass 
of my.self." 




MOWUDDINHAMEED 


Television in 
Australia has done a 
lot, If Channel Nine 
coverage hadn't come 
along, cricket might 
have lost out." 


appease people. All the 
politicking that goes on 
behind the scenes, the 
making and breaking, 
the backstabbing... You 
know. I'm too 
straightforward a 
person, and I’m not at all 
power-hungry. I don’t 
want to be in the 
limelight as such. I don’t 
know about the future, 
but I know about the 
sort of life I don’t want. 
To me. the life of a 
politician is a 
nightmare.” 

We argue the point 
that he’s not “qualified” 
to be one anyway. Imran 
says. “LooksI played 
cricket for such a long 
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time because I was 
committed to it. and 
because I was and am a 
student of the game. But 
if someone suddenly 
comes.out of the blue 
and wants me to be a 
minister. I’ll just make a 
fool of myself. Every 
now and then I get offers 
to appear in films, but 
just because I’m a 
cricketer doesn’t mean I 
can go into films and 
make an ass of myself.” 


IMRAN THE 
CRICKETER 


“Pakistan has never 
really performed \inless 
Imran has been in 
charge.” says Peter 
Roebuck, while The 
Sydney Morning 
Heralds Mike Coward 
remarks, "His care and 
his charisma have 
meaint the difference or 
indifference of playeie 
in his team. He’s such an 
inspirational man. 


Imran really does fall 
into the category of a 
statesman of the game. 
An analogy can be 
drawn between Imran 
and Benazir Bhutto in 
that they both appeal to 
the West. Imran is 
physically beautiful, 
he’s articulate—his 
opinions about cricket 
are much sought 
after—^and he squires 
women of astonishing 
beauty. Cricket provides 
the real chance for 
international 
recognition for 
Pakistan. Imran carries 
the mrpectaUons of the 
ooxmtry and he’s acutely 
aware of that.” 

But he’s also acutely 
aware of the chaos t^ 
reigns in Pakistan and 
will not engage in 
hypocrisy. In AU Hound 
View, Iipran writes, 
"The history of 
Pa kis ta n i cricket is one 
of nepotism, 
inefCloieniOy, conniption 


and constant bickering. 
It is also the story of 
players who have risen 
above the mire. A 
cricketer needs immense 
talent, belief in himself 
and sheer luck to 
survive the political 
maze of our cricket^” 

Kerry Packer’s kind of 
cricket is another matter 
altogether. After Packer 
revolutionised the game 
in the late 18708 with 
World Series Cricket. 
Imran commented that 
the element of danger in 
fast bowling and 
aggressive batting 
appealed to the crowds. 
“Packer realised that the 
public loved that 
gladiatorial 

atmosphere.” But is that 
what ticket should be 
about? “You have to 
realise,” Imran replies, 
"that cricket has to 
compete with other 
sports for the crowds. 
Since it has to compete, 
it has to be sold to the 







public. But it has to be 
* kept in balance. You 
can’t go too far, becaxiae 
then it becomes 
ridiculous. Television in 
Australia has done a lot. 
I think if Channel Nine 
coverage hadn’t come 
along, cricket might 
have lost out.” 

“But in the end,” he 
adds, “I think World 
Series Cricket had its 
drawbacks. They 
certainly over-sold 
one-day cricket, and 
that, whether one ia 
prepared to accept it or 
not, is where Test 
cricket lost out.” 

Cricket writer Mihir 
Bose once said that 
Packer delibeEately set 
out to attract women 
television viewers to 
cricket, and that Imran 
was ideal for that 
^ purpose. “Look, that, I 
^ think, is a little 

ridiculous," says Imran 
moodily. 


It’s not impossible that 
he might end up as 
Pakistan’s version of 
Richard Neville, if a 
far-less esoteric one. 
Imran has been 
travelling and pliqdng 
cricket for 19 years, so 
he is already restless. He 
is virriting a book and 
making a documentary 
about the River Indus, 
which passes through 
Pakistan. He indicates 
that there are other 
books be would like to 
write. I wonder whether 
he mightn’t become 
moreexolii^ve in the 
next few years. 


IMRAN AND 
LONDON 


He has been going to 
London for 17 years and 
hasaflatin 
ICnlghtsbiidge, where 


he recently spent an 
evening sitting 
cross-legged on the 
floor, signing 600 
letters inviting people to 
a ball to save the world’s 
rainforests (although 
Imran the 
conservationist also 
Ukes going grouse 
shooting in Scotland). 
He has said that in 
London, he looks for all 
the thinga he misses in 
Pakistan, “the very 
decadent pleasiues that 
I epjoy.” And what are 
the^ “Late nights,” he 
replies, actually 
laughing. “What else 
oanisay?” 


IMRAN AND 
PAKISTAN 


Ravished by the 
mullahs, the military, 
drug^ and corruption, 
Pakistan is Imran’s 
tug-of-war country. He 
loves it, he fears for it. 
His main fears? 


"Thphungerffor 
cricket) isn’t there," 
says Imran, 
“although I’ve 
enjoyed playing with 
the current Pakistani 
team. They're an 
excellent bunch of 
boys.” 


“PoUticaUy, 
fragmentation I 
suppose. Unless we 
truly do have democracy 
in Pakistan, I worry that 
one day it will start 
aplittij^up.” 

He also believes that 
Pakistan spends too 
much on defence. He 
doesn’t believe India is a 
threat, although he 
adds. “I think it’s 
important for both 
countries to have a 
proper relationship. It’s 
Just very silly what’s 
going on there: two poor 
countries spending an 
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"We I Benazir and 1) 
were reasonably good 
friends But then 
alter university I 
liardh' ever had the 
ehanee to see her, but 
^he went into polities 
and I was playing 
ei'iekot around the 
vwirld " 


enormous amount of 
money on a complete 
waste—which is arms. I 
just see it as madness. 
Who’s going to conquer 
Who?” 

He likes to escape to 


places like the Kaghan 
Valley in the Himalayas, 
or to the Himza Valley, 
where “the country is 
rugged and the wildlife 
untamed.” 


IMRAN THE 
SCHOLAR 


He read politics and 
economics at Oxford, 
with special reference to 
issues alTecting the 
Third World. Benazir 
Bhutto was also 
studying at Oxford. “Wo 
were reasonably good 
friends.” says Imran. 
“But then after 
university I hardly ever 


had the chance to see 
her, because she went 
into politics and I was 
playing cricket around 
the world.” 

Is he surprised to see 
Benazir, who is often 
referred to as “the 
Antigone of Pakistan" 
(in symbolic reference to 
the Oreek mythological 
character who defied a 
despot and avenged her 
family name), now 
Prime Minister of their 
country? “I am not 
surprised now, because 
anyone who has been as 
determined as she has 
been.. .she certainly 
persevered... .for 


He has said that in 
London,he looks for 
all the things he 
misses in Pakistan, 
"the very decadent 
pleasures that 1 
enjoy.".And what are 
they't "Late nights," 
he replie.s, actuallv 
laughing. 


someone so young to be 
wilUng^ spend her life 
in prison...Yes, of 
course I admire that. 
There’s so much 
self-denial involved.” 














SALEEM YOUSUF 




APPEALING 

IIS MY RIGHT” 



He’s known for his aggro and appealing. His gritty 
batting has got Pakistan out of many a tight spot. 
Yet SALEEM YOUSUF is no longer a certainty in the 
present Pakistan team. The wicketkeeper 
spoke to FARESHTEH GAIT 


Ts a thankless Job.” 
^ ^ says Saleem Yousuf 

H H oftheartof 

wicketkeeping. 

And he should 
■i know. When he 
does well, it is said that he’s doing 
his job. When he doesh’t do so Weil 
he’s in the firing line from 
players, officials and onlookers. 
When a bowler grabs five wickets 
or a batsman slams a century they 
are felicitated although, it would 
be argued, that they are doing 
their jobs too. But somehow, the 
feats of a wicketkeeper tend to go 
unnoticed, and those of the 
bowlers and batsmen get all the 
publicity. 

The reason for this may well 
have everything to do with the 
natiire of the job. A wicketkeeper 
is. all said and done, a fielder, 
albeit an irrepl^able and 
specialist one.'To batting is 
attached, presdge. To bowling, 
glamour. Fielding is drudgery 
and wioketkeeping, in particular, 
is dogged drudgery. No wonder 
then that, despite being one of the 
important members of the 
Pakistan side, Yousuf still has 
cause to feel that it is a thankless 
job. 

But it is a job that is right up his 
street. For one there is never a 
dull moment. He has to be ever 
vigilant. He has to concentrate 
one hundred per cent on each and 
every ball. He has to be a good 
student of the game to be able to 


read the bowler’s arm. He has to 
aid and abet the slip fielders. In 
the cricket of the 1980s he has, to 
boot, be a more than adequate 
batsman or else his time at the top 
is doomed or at best limited. 

For Yousuf, it’s the best job in 
the world. He wouldn’t say no to a 
little more in the way of 
appreciation and praise—“It’s 
always the missed chances that 
grab the headlines”—but he would 
etui pursue the job. 

He has adopted the simple yet 
proved maxim; As long as you 
perform on the cricket field, 
nobody and no one can harm a 
hair on your head—and this 
includes petty officials and 
sniping critics. 

Yousufs has been a chequered 
career. There are times when it 
appears as if he’s so indispensable 
that Pakistan just cannot take the 
field without him. Where would 
the team have been had he not put 
up his individual, Stirling knocks 
against the West Indies in 
Faisalabad in 1986 (61). against 
England at Edgbaston in 1987 (91 


lamfMlUiigout 
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not out), against West Indies in 
the World (Tup match at Lahore in 
1987 (59 off 49 bails) and again 
against West Indies, in Guyana 
(62), Trinidad (39 and 35) and 
Barbados (32 and 28) in 1988. It is 
no coincidence that a majority of 
his gritty innings have been 
against the Windies might. Where 
angels dread to tread, Yousuf 
walks alone. Where the 
“superstars” fail, Yousuf twirls 
his bat and takes on the 
opposition. 

Therefore, it is a sad reflection 
on the state of Pakistan cricket, 
that with just one relatively poor 
season—when he failed according 
to his own high standards—there 
appears to be a question mark 
over his place in the side. The 
quiet, almost unobtrusive Aamer 
Malik is now a regular 
wicketkeeper, at least for the 
one-day games. Yoiisuf wonders 
where he went wrong. He’s batted 
wherever he’s been asked to. He 
opened when all regular openers 
failed. He went one-down when 
nobody was capable of steadying a 
boat that rocked disastrously. 
When he’d come in at number 
seven, the relentlessly hard slog 
wotdd be on and he’d be trying to 
obey the captain’s orders to hit 
out—hard. In doing so he’d lose 
his wicket. You win some, you 
lose some, But in doing your best, 
if you can’t make it work how 
severely must you be penalised? 

In the five Trat matches played 















the game. If mietakes were made 
we always tried to cover up and do 
better than before. We wanted to 
prove that we could win. When I 
was given out, I walked away 
without saying a word. When I 
entered the dressing room the 
guys asked me why Fd walked 
because 1 was in fact given out 
incotrectly. If it’d been an English 
player he wovdd probably have 
created a tantrum on the pitch. 
They thought that Athey had 
appealed for a catch that was 
really no catch. They started it. I 
simply wanted to get back at 
them. Appealing is my right. 

Then it is up to the umpire. Who 
the hell are they to say anything 
to us? Why should I get 
intimidated? We are the World 
Champions and I will do my best 
to protect that.” 

Yousuf is said to be very, very 
vociferous. Always calling out 
advice, encouragement, baiting 
the opposition, egging on the 
bowlers. It has not earned him any 
friends on the other side. Not that 
he cares. "I appreciate for the sake 
of the team. Fm always 



encouraging my team. I am the 
one who is in an ideal position to 
notice everything. If I keep qxiiet 
Fm not doing my best. If a fielder 
is dejected Ill always try to uplift 
his spirits. Even if a bowler hiua 
been hit for a six my effort will be 
to boost up his morale. If my 
chatting and calling out in 
between balls disturbs the 
batsman then it’s Just too biad. He 


**Th« Englishmen 
started It, I simply 
wanted lo net bask 
at diem... why 
shenfdlget 
intimidated. 
WearetheWorid 
Champions and! 
wilt do my best to 
protect tbat** 


has to learn to live with the 
pressure. After all this is 
international cricket, not a wshool 
game.” 

So where does he go from here. 
Behind him lies a glittering array 
of knocks. The future, somehow, 
does not look too bright. Says 
Yousuf: "Can you base a career on 
two to three innings? When others 
run away Fm sentin. In the 


Benson and Hedges Cup games 
last season when I was asked to 
open and play higher I never 
hesitated. I said; Let’s go for it. I 
did not tell them that this was a 
Perth pitch and did not argue as to 
why I was not sent in first in 
Brisbane. I tried. I could not get 
runs. But that does not mean I 
ought to be pushed out. ” 

It is a complex situation—with 
no easy answers. The bottom line 
is runs. Especially in Yousufs 
case as he is not a specialist 
’keeper. Bari could have got away 
with a low strong of scores. He 
was a top level 'keeper. Yousuf is 
not. And when he come to terms 
with it and, works within his 
limitations, then Pakistan can 
again think of taking him back 
into the fold as a regular ’keeper. 

Not accompanying Imran’s XI 
to the US was not as much of a 
blow as one thought. “This is not a 
Pakistan team. Wasim, Qaz and 
Tauseef were not with the side. 
After the hard ANZ tour Fm glad 
to relax. I keep fit by playing 
tennis. All my effort is geared 
towards the next season.” 







GARWARE PAINTS MASA MONSOON RALLY 


LETHAL C0MB1NA11QN 


T here ia one 
piece of advice 
forallrallyisto, 
‘don’t mess with 
Fao-ad Bathena on his. 
home turf’. The lethal 
combination of Bathena 
and his navigator Rfy 
Bagri have Just started 
their wiiuiing streak 
and are way ahead of the 
others who are aspiring 
for the National Driver’s 
Championship title. 
Although they have 
quite a few rallies to go 
through.Farad Bathena 
is confident, “We have 
started off well and are 
way ahead in points but 


L 



Farad Bathena and Raj Bagri had 
won the Silver Jubilee South India 
rally. Barely three weeks later they 
did it again during the MASA 
Monsoon Rally in their usual style... 


we will take each rally as 
it comes along” 
Compared to these two 
rallies the tougher ones 
are still to come like the 
Himalayan Rally and 
the Karnataka 1000. 

The MASA Monsoon 
Rally this year saw a 
decline in the number of 
entries although the 
prize money for the rally 



had gone up to 1.25 
lakhs, with the winner 
taking away Rs 30,000. 
Mr Arvind Swadi of 
MASA pointed out that 
when there was hardly* 
any prize money 
involved there were 
many more entries both 
from Bombay as well as 
from the other rallying 
centres in India. Mr. 


Swadi went on to 
elaborate, “There are 
two main reasons for the 
decline in the number of 
entries. One, to prepare 
a vehicle for the rally 
takes something like Rs 
30,000 to 40,000 and 
not many people can 
afford that sort of 
money. Secondly, the 
number of rallies in the 
country has suddenly 
increased. So most 
drivers prefer to rally in 
their own areas. ” 

The lethal 

combination of Farad 
Bathena (left) and Raj 
Bagri who won the 
MASA Monsoon Rally 
in their usual style 
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However, within the 
20 entrants there were 
12 seeded drivers in the 
fray with Farad Bathena 
as the hot favourite. The 
MASA Monsoon Rally 
was flagged off at one 
minute intervals The 
cars were to cover a total 
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of2,000 kms in three 
days with a lot of the 
driving to be done at 
night. Of the 2,000 kms 
seventy per cent was 
competitive. 

On the first day the 
care left Bombay and 
proceeded toChiplun 


and after regrouping 
there they went on to 
Kolhapur by the next 
morning. Five 
kilometres outside 
Kulgaon, in the 
Kulgaon-Neral Kanti 
Bhanusali and his 
navigator Jay Bhambani 


'3m* 


f. - 'Kai 


Time to open the 

bottle of champagne. 

Raj Bagri definitely 
deserves It 

drove head on into a 
truck. Bhanusali 
suffered compound 
fractinres of his leg bones 
and his navigator 
sustained injuries on his 
hip. Both of them were 
immediately removed to 
nearby city hospitals. 
Becau^ of the accident 
the rally was stopped for 
some time. When the 
rally resumed,there 
were only 9 cars left in 
the rally at Kolhapur. 
Just shows how tough 
the rally was with 11 
drop outs into the 
second day. From 
Kolhapur the rally 
headed on towards Pune 
and then back to the 
finish line in Bombay. 

With only 77 penalty 
points Farad Bathena 
and Raj Bagri walked 
away with the R830,000 
prize money and 20 
points added onto 
Farad’s names for the 
National Driver’s 
Championship. 


14TH MRF MONSOON RALLY 
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■■■■ VER YTHING 
was going in the right 
direction—the sponsors, 
MRF had come back 
after an absence of a few 
years to sponsor the 
14th Monsoon Rally and 
this was going to be the 
longest route of 
approximately 1500 
kms— yet as nothing can 
be guaranteed, starting 
right on top was the 
weather. For a minute 
forget that the route 
selected was boring, but 
to add to that was the 
monotony of a hot 
summer day in Calcutta. 
Humidity reaching its 
peak and sweat oozing 
out of every pore in your 
body. You prayed for 
rain and I can assure 
you so did the 
organisers to save face 
because they realised 
that if the rains didn't 
come they had a dead 
rally right from the 
start. 

It rained in fits and 
bursts enough only to 
dampen the road and 
drench the 

motorcyclists. The rest 
of the rallyists in the 
cars boiled in their own 
sweat. 

' The Calcutta Motor 
Sports Club may well 
boast of being one of the 
oldest clubs in the 
country, but take one 
look at their itinerary 
for the year and you 
have serious doubts to 
this claim. The Monsoon 
Rally organised by the 
CMSCistheonly 
prominent feature that 
the rally enthusiasts 
look forward to, a 
weekend of hard driving 
through some torrential 
rain, com^cated 
oalculatiqM^d some 
challengi^road to 



overcome. 

It was only last year 
that the people who had 
set the route—Noni 
Chanda, Indranil Guha 
and Khokon 
Banerjee—had outdone 
themselves by setting 
one of the toughest 
routes for the 13th 
Monsoon Rally. Keeping 
that in mind and the 
options available 
someone slipped up for 
the fourteenth edition. 
Restricting the rally to 
the highways on all 
three days they bored 
the rallyists. A veteran 
of the Monsoon Rally 
commented, "This is the 
same route as the one 
they had given vis in 
1978”. One wonders 


Calcutta-Jamshedpur-Calcutta 





what went wrong? Last 
year they had kept in 
mind the uncertainty of 
the weather so why didn’t 
they do the same this 
year? 

A valid excuse could 
be the Jharkhand 
agitation. 

Yet if this was 


true then why did the 
rally go through areas 
where the slogans of the 
agitation was 
prominently 
splattei%d 

on every wall? Was it 
because of the police 
arrangement along the 
route? 














V^ay Ooenka coming 
through a causeway 

Another excuse could 
well be that they were 
trying to make it a fast 
event like they have in 
South India which are 
restricted to the 
' highways. Then the 
question is, ‘where were 
the competition sections 
and high speeds 
associated with this type 
of a rally?’ Coming into 
Jamshedpur at the fag 
end of the second sector 
one found the cars 
crawling at a snail’s pace 
down the highway. 

What was even more 
^embarrassing for people 
pke Mithil Chakraborty, 
Nilesh Shah, Aiindam 


Ghosh and Vijay Goenka 
was that the old 
wheezers were zipping 
past blowing exhaust 
fumes into their faces 
and maybe all that they 
could do was gnash 
their teeth in 
frustration. 

A total of 37 cars and 
44 motorcycles were 
flagged off from 
Calcutta. Quite a few 
gave up during the first 
section itself. Like the 
.oldest car in the rally a 
Morris Minor had made 
it to the half way mark 
and refused to move any 
further. Some of the 
first timers on 
motorcycles found the 
road a better place to be 
sitting on than on the 


The winning team of 
Mithil Chakroborty 
and Nilesh Shah. Two 
years In succession 


ths provMOMl wtnnSrt VS. 


1. MithH ChaloolMrty 

2. Arindsm Qhoi^ 

3. vyay Goenka 


1. K. Thirumal ftoy 
2.,NarS>ppaa 
3. S.K. Soy 


seat of the bike. But one 
admires them for their 
sheer guts in getting up 
bruised and badly cut up 
to lift their machines 
and carry on. 

There were some other 
big names of the rally 
circle like Shafiuddin 
who had come in the 
same Maruti Gypsy that 
he had taken for the 
South India Rally. This 
time he had declared war 
and had come armed 
with three 

navigators.. .unfortuna¬ 
tely the metal mounting 
of the back seats of his 
vehicle punched 
through the floor and 
penetrated the left rear 
tyre. It took him some 
time to change that and 








accumulated 
unreboverable penalty 
points. 

The consistent and 
accurate navigation of 
Nilesh Shah saw Mithil 
Chakroborty win the 
Monsoon Rally. 

The unbeatable 
Satyasiinder Ehitta 
decided to throw in the 
towel at the end of the 
second sector because of 
I some problems with his 
motorcycle. He was an 
unfortunate dropout 
because for the last three 
years he had become a 
regfular feature at the 
top spot. He has no 
regrets and said, “Vll be 
back next year”. 



Sharfuddin wanted to 
win the Monsoon 
Rally at all costs. This 
year he came armed 
with three navigators 

The only highlight of 
this rally was the 
participation of the 
Nanjappa couple riding 
a TVS Suzuki works 


bike. The husband and 
wife team of Jaggat and 
Anita Napjappa are 
professionals to the 
core. They don’t waste a 
move and nor do they 
spend time in 
unnecessary banter at 
Time Ck>ntrols. But they 
were very disappointed 


with this rally. They-had 
heard a lot about this 
rally and out of curiosity 
participated under the 
Team TVS-Suzuki 
banner. They have said 
they will only come back 
if this rally goes 
national. 

Fourteen years and 
yet CMSC not wanting to 
take the risk of making 
the Monsoon Rally a 
national evenj; has 
raised quite a’few 
eyebrows in the rally 
circle. Maybe, the CMSC 
don’t have the 
infrastructure needed 
for organising an event 
of national status. 

AvHitse 


‘This is a very very slow rally’ 








and Anita Nai^appa think that even raUyiata on Uoyoles could do well 

T he 14th Annual Monsoon Rally had a 
pleasant excitement in the form of 
Nationally celebrated rally couple, 

Jaggat and Anita Napjappa alongvtrith another 
entrant all the way ftom Bangalore. 

Their participation was an instructively 
grand spectacle for the regional and local 
competitors and spectators. 

Th^ had heard about the Monsoon Rally 
last year. Curiosity and rallyists’ itch for 
adventure brought them East. 

The Nai:\jappa fsune was built up on Yezdi 
bikes but they had to switch over to Ind-Suzuki 
simply because the Yezdi manu£aot\u8r is in ■% 
the same sltuatitm as the "Calcutta power 
situation”. The Yezdi factory keeps opening and 
closi^ without any warning. 

Their service and sponsor both come directly ■ 
from the Ihd-Sueuki works. Both the company 
and the Napjappaf would be seen at aU the 
national events fat the r^ of the year. 

Jaggat NanJaplia feels Uiat the Monsoon 
Rally is, “very vejqr slow". Itsemned fromhis 
expression that even bk^oloi could participate 
anddbwell. 

“There is nothing for the rider/drlvm-" was 
his comment and, if Uwre is nothing ifor the 
rider/drivSr there is no Rally valued the event 
as far as motor sports goes. ' 

The Napjappas do not intend returning to 
Calcutta unless this becomes a national event. 
This could well be the reason thatwe never see 
outsid^, especially from South India, 
partioii»ting in rallies in the Eastern regicm. 

MAVI tINQNWM' 









T he recent 

decision by the 
Table Tennis 
Federation of 
India (TTFI) to 
! readmit the institutional 
I teams into the National 
Championships this 
year has only stalled the 
issue which was 
threatening to develop 
into a major problem 
between the Federation 
and the State units. 

The TTFI at its Special 
General Council meeting 
held on July 14 at 
Meerut, decided in 
favour of re-admission 
of institutional teams by 
19 votes against two 
votes. The two opposing 
members were 
Maharashtra and 
Bengal who 
undoubtedly had the 
most to lose in the 
bargain. Uttar Pradesh 
remained neutral while 
I Pondicherry, Goa and 
Meghalaya did not 
attend the meeting. 

Though temporary, 
there is a slight change 
of rule in case of the 
institutional teams. For 
the National 
Championships to be 
held in Kerala early next 
year, the top-two teams 
from the 

Inter-Institutional 
Championships will be 
allowed to take part. 
Railways which used to 
have a permanent berth, 
before the institutional . 
teams were removed fix>m 
the Nationals, will now 
have to qualify. 

“We are back to square 
one”, commented one 
senior technical delegate 
of the TTFI, who has 
been entrusted with the 
task of going into the 


problem along with a 
committee to be set-up, 
and submit a report so 
that the 1990 Nationals 
could be played under a 
different format which 
would accommodate 


T he states 
contended 
that while they 
work hard and 
nurture a 
budding player, 
the institutions 
offer these 
players 

handsome salary 
and other perks 
to lure them 
away 


both the institutions’ 
and States’ viewpoint. 

The problem began 
when States like Bengal 
and Maharashtra began 
losing some of its star 
players to teams like the 
Railways, Banks and Oil 
Industry teams. The 
States contended that 
while they work hard 
and nurture a budding 
player, the institutions 
offer these players 
handsome salary and 
other perks to lure them 
away. Thus after 
putting players through 
the grind, the States felt 
when the time came to 
represent, these top 
players turned out for 
their employers. 

The institutions on 
their part threatened to 


pull-out of the 
federation if the ban 
imposed on their teams 
in 1967 was not lifted. 

’’We don’t need them 
(TTFI), but it’s the 
players who suffer," 
said an official of an 
institutional team. 

The ban, whi ch wa s 
imposed by the TTFI, 
was enforced in the 1988 
Nationals held early this 
year at Hyderabad. The 
issue at one stage went 
out of hand with teams 
like the Railways asking 
their players not to play 
for the States to which 
they belong. An appeal 
by TTFI President Suraj 
Prakash Bagla ensured 
a smooth conduct. 

By allowing the 
institutional teauns, the 
TTFI has only taken a 
stop-gap measure. Like 
an ostrich it has buried 
its head in the sand to 
tide over the i^unblings 
within the federation, 
the storm, however, 
continues to brew. 

Among other matters, 
the TTFI decided to field 
their team in the 
Nationals but gave 
States the choice to 
refuse the participation 
of their top-two players 
from turning out for the 
'TTFI team. 

Also the Council 
agreed to introduce on an 
experimental basis the 
rule change by an 
international body 
which requires that the 
men’s team 

championship be played 
on best of five basis, with 
four singles and one 
doubles instead of the 
best of nine with all 
singles. 

K.P.VMiiiat 
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SfFITNESSKI 



L ike we do every 
once in a while, 
let’s break from 
the normal in¬ 
structional format to 
answer some reader's 
queries 

The first one we're 
dealing' with this week is 
from two readers in 
Balur Ghat: Sankar Bak- 
shi and Soumit Das. 
Both regular tennis and 
badminton players, they 
use jogging to keep 
themselves in top shape. 
But they’ve got a grave 
apprehension. Is jog¬ 
ging detrimental to 
health? Seems they were 
warned about jogging 
by their neighbour first; 
then, on cross-checking 
with a physician who 
specialises in sports 
medicine, were told that 
jogging could lead to a 
heart attack! No wonder 
you’re worried, Sankar 
and Soumit. 

Well, the first thing to 
accept here is that any¬ 
thing—and that means 
anything—done in ex¬ 
cess is bad for you. It's 
true Dr. Jim Fixx, who 
wrote volumes on jog¬ 
ging and how it helps in 
overall fitness, died of a 
heart attack while jog¬ 
ging but if that was the 
rule, then people would 
be dropping dead all 
over the world’s streets 
Fixx must have pushed 
himself too far in his 
quest to learn every¬ 
thing about jogging and 
the result was unfortu¬ 
nately tragic. 

But that doesn’t mean 
that everyone who takes 
up jogging is going to 
die. The physician’s ex¬ 
ample about Nathan 
Pritkin is also another 
point in focus that peo¬ 
ple will quote whenever 
ths^ argue the case 
against jogging. What 
they will conveniently 
overlook is the millions 
people who pound the 


world’s roads and feel so 
much the better for it. 

If you’re interested in 
keeping fit, then tennis 
and badminton are 
enough. But if you’re 
really going for gold, 
then there’s nothing 
wrong with sup¬ 
plementing your physic¬ 
al activity with jogging. 
Only, don’t overdo it. 
Don’t ever push yourself 
to such a limit that the 
heart starts struggling 
under the pace. That’s 
when the trouble starts. 
If you build up the work¬ 
load gradually, allowing 
the heart to grow in 
strength as your body’s 


muscles also get more 
powerful, you’ll find 
that jogging will do you 
more good than bad. 

The next letter is from 
Sandesh Kumar Saxena 
of Allahabad. He’s 19 
and worried about his 
height: 152 cms. San¬ 
desh, we’ve gone over 
the exercises that could 
help in detail at the fit¬ 
ness column already. 
And we’ve told you there 
that there isn’t any 
proven exercise to in¬ 
crease height. Other¬ 
wise we’d be living in a 
world of six footers, 
wouldn’t we?. 

What you can do, 


however, is give those 
exercises a honest shot. 
And if all the stretching 
to the spinal column 
does help, then you’ll 
stand a couple of inches 
taller. As for you de¬ 
veloping an inferiority 
complex due to all your 
friends being much tal¬ 
ler than you, why don’t 
you have a look around 
you? Do you seriously 
believe that you would 
be a better man if you 
stood ei^few inches tal¬ 
ler? Is your buddy that 
much better than you 
only because he’s a little 
taller than you? Flip 
through history; some 


Question Time 



of the most successful 
men in this world have 
lacked in height. So why 
don’t you let your genes 
take you to the height 
you are meant to be, 
then try for an inch or 
two more with some of 
our stretching. 

The next question is 
from a letter that we’ve 
dealt with once already. 
Rahul Rathore of Chan¬ 
digarh had written in 
asking about a whole lot 
of things, and one of his 
questions was whether 
his muscles would start 
“ atrophying if he stopped 
exercising for a few 
weeks. Rahul, anything 


that is not used for a 
period of time starts to 
lose value. Be it machin¬ 
ery; chemicals or even 
the human body. 

Therefore, it goes 
without saying that 
your muscles will su^ier 
if you don’t train for a 
few weeks. But this 
malady will be even 
more apparent if you are 
a person who works out 
hard—and* you are. 
according to your letter. 
Since you’re already into 
working out. your mus¬ 
cles are obviously well 
developed and strong. 
Then, if you take a two- 
wedk layoff you’ll notice 


that you’re getting a lit¬ 
tle smaller as the mus¬ 
cles lose some bulk, and 
then gradually, they’ll 
lose some of the firm¬ 
ness and become flabby. 

Practically speaking, 
a two-week layoff 
shouldn’t do too much 
damage. -In fact it’s just 
you who’ll notice any¬ 
thing in that short span 
of time. But take a month 
long splurge, and you’ll 
be sorry you ever did it. 
After all, since you’ve 
built yourself up to this 
stage, don’t you think 
it’s worth putting in 
some regular mainte¬ 
nance to keep it all 


I together. 

' And the final questioj 
for this week; could yot 
tell us more about hyd 
ra-fitness, asks Shomi 
Dasgupta firom Calcutta 
Obviously you’re a regu 
lar reader of the fitnesi 
column, Shoma, becausi 
that’s where we’v« 
broached the topic o: 
hydra-fitness some tim< 
ago. And as you woulc 
have read then, th( 
latest research into fit 
ness tends to promofe 
exercising in water witb 
the help of water or ever 
with machines that arc 
hydraulically operated. 

Researchers have 
found that weights, ae 
we use them normally, 
are too tough on the hu¬ 
man back. On the other 
hand, hydraulically- 
operated machines 
which use fluids to pro¬ 
vide the resistance give a 
much smoother force to 
fight, therby preventing 
undue injuries. 

As for where you can 
get your hands on such 
machines, you’ll have to 
look around in your city 
because we haven’t yet 
got any reports of any 
Calcutta-based fitness 
centre converting to 
hydra-fitness. It’s 
caught on in Bombay in 
a big way, and will no 
doubt filter through to 
the other parts of the 
country too, but till such 
time, you’ll have to make 
do with the old- 
fashioned machines. 
Agreed, that’s against 
whatever we’ve been 
advocating, but if you do 
exercise some caution 
along with your physi¬ 
que. there shouldn’t be 
too much harm done. 
Readers are welcome to 
aend in their queries 
which will be dealt with 
to the best of our abili¬ 
ties. Address such en¬ 
velopes to the 'Fitness 
Column. 



MEZDA 




Mezda wants to produce swimmers ot 
national and international calibre. But 
today he is a bitter man because he has 
been ignored by the authorities and pushed 
around by others involved in the sport. 

Shilbhadra Dutta reports... 



early morning, the 
black thunder clouds 
hovering over the 
Calcutta skyline and 
across the Hooghly river 
threatens a heavy 
shower. The light is dull 
and the sun is nowhere 
to be seen. My watch 
shows quarter past five. 

I arrive in a rickshaw at 
the complex of Salkia’s 
Natun Mandir which 
has a bathing ghat on 
the banks of the river, a 
couple of kilometres 
from the Howrah 
Station to see for myself 
what Me 2 sda is doing 
since my last visit. 

Temple devotees, 
bathers and dhobis 
slowly make their way 
towards the ghat along 
with a band of 70 odd 
local swimming 
enthusiasts led by 
Ramapada Ganguly, alias 
Mezda—a retired 
Calcutta Police 
personnel and a resident 
of Salkia’s Sitanath Bose 
Lane. Since 1972, 

now 62-years-old, 

ly to assemble a > 


band of sports 
enthusiasts to come and 
swim with him in the 
Hooghly. 

The activity of 
Mezda’s, Salkia’s 
Swimming Club, begins 
with—30 minutes of 
warm-up exercises, 
jogging and road 
running under the 
watchful eyes of 
Sukumar, a local 
athlete. Monsoon forces 
him to keep away from 
the muddy ground of 
Salkia Sanghasree Club 
and use the Golabari 
bridge for training 
instead. The average 
attendence falls then to 
within 50 to 60 out of an 
enrolment of 120 odd 
students. 

Regular mishaps in 
the Hooghly, because 
many did not know how 
to swim let alone 
overcome the current of 
this great river, 
prompted Mezda to do 
something constructive 
to prevent such 
accidents. Due to an 
acute shortage of 
swimming pools, clean 
lakes and the close 
proximity of the river 
made him decide to train 
the boys in the river 
itself. Swimming in the 
Hooghly is difficult he 
admits. But, with care 


and caution one can 
overcome both fear and 
difficulties. In the 
beginning, he didn’t aim 
at producing swimming 
champions. He wanted 
to provide people with 
the elementary 
knowledge of 
swimming, so that at 
least one could swim to 
safety. 

In the subsequent 
years his endeavours 
brought him name, fame 
and goodwill. Today, his 
attitude is different. 

Anil Majumdar, 
ex-Bengal and S.E. 
Railways waterpolo 
player and now a coach 
in Mezda’s academy is 
perhaps the influencing 
factor towards this 
positive chsmge in 
outlook. “I can bring out 
champions out of my 
boys and girls. All they 
have to do is listen to me 
carefully and do what I 
say,” says the veteran 
swimmer. 

However, he is not 
above criticism. There 
are people who point out 
sarcastically that 
swimming in the 
Hooghly «uinot produce 
swimmers of national 
and international 
calibre. You need to 
tralninthe 

temperature-controlled 


stagnant water of the 
modern swimming pool, 
they point out. 

“Don’t you think that 
acquiring a clean lake or 
building a swimming 
pool in Salkia would go a 
long way in enhancing 
the local talent?” I ask. 

Pat comes the reply 
from an otherwise cool 
Ramapada Ganguly; 








"We don't encourage any 
undue encroachment of 
any authorities on our 
autonomy. Politics has 
done enough damage to 
sports, so we want to 
remain aloof.” He 
sounds bitter: “Our club 
is unnecessarily denied 
justice by way of 
withholding permission 
of acceptance of the 
club’s application for its 
affiliation to the Howrah 
District Swimming 
Association.” says an 
angry Mezda. 

Anil Majumdar, the 
club’s coach then 
elaborates on the 
on-going battle for 
affiliation. “With the 
encouragement and 
support from the local 
residents of Salkia. the 
Salkia Swimming Club 
submitted on 3rd March 
’89 the letter of 
application for 
affiliation to the 
Secretary, Mr. Sushil 
Chatterjee of the 
Howrah District 


Swimming Association. 
However, problems and 
personality clashes now 
stands in the way of our 
club getting the entry.” 
says Majumdar. 
"Swimming in the 
Hooghly water is not 
enough to gain an 
affiliation they say. 
Although, no written 
conditons exist as for an 
official recognition." 
Recently a 
memorandum was 
handed over to the 
Mayor of Howrah. He 
has promised to take 
action 
At the 

recently-concluded Age 
Group Swimming 
Competition held in July 
at Subhas Sarobar, 
Beliaghata, A. Dey, 
representing Howrah 
District in Group 111 in 
4 X 50 m Individual 
Medley, helped her team 
come third. Baby Gupta 
(10) also took part in 100 
m and 200 m free-style 
and 100 m 


breast-stroke, where she 
improved upon her 
previous timings. In all 
2 girls and 4 boys 
participated in this Age 
Group Swimming 
Competition from 
Mezda’s club. 

The other 
contributing factor 
towards the club's 
affilliation and 
acquiring a swimming 
pool is the consistent 
promise shown by 
Mezda’s swimmers when 
getting a chance to show 
their talent in the pool of 
Y.M.C. A. at College 
Square in Central 
Calcutta. Anil 
Majumdar takes a bunch 
of 20 odd budding 
talents once every week 
to this pool where they 
can practise in the 
stagnant water for an 
hour only. A time which 
is not sufficient for 
training. 


The swimmers now 


back from the water and 



getting ready to return 
home cannot hold back 
their desire of talking to 
me. Some of them told 
me their individual 
reasons for joining 
Mezda’s club. Sonali 
Mitra, a dietician 
attached to the Calcutta 
Medical College, blushed 
while revealing her 
reason behind joining 
Mezda. “1 came here 
with the urge to shed my 
extra bulk which I 
couldn’t decrease by 
going through the 
rigours of a yoga class. 
And. have stayed on 
since then.” 19-year old 
Bimal Saraogi, a II year 
B.Com. student had a 
similar story to tell. He 
was 88kgs, 5'9" tall with 
a chronic pain in his 
lower vertebra when he 
came to Mezda for help 
13-months ago. Today, 
he weighs 75 kgs, 
stands at 5' 11 '/'a” and 
that pain has vanished 
from his system. Bimal 
who goes out to swim 5 
to 6 km every Thursday 
and Sunday with a 
group of 15 to 20 
co-swimmers is living a 
second life he says 
Evaluating the 
reasons for the 
overwhelming success 
of his school, a smiling 
Mezda. concluded: "We 
may lack in modern 
amenities, but as far as 
care and attention are 
concerned, wo take a 
personal interest in 
moulding our students. 

I also try to infuse 
among the students a 
certain discipline, 
awareness of the value 
of time and social 
responsibilities that 
they should bear. 
Besides, we teach them 
the techniques of 
swimming to the best of 
our ability. We are 
sincere to our cause and 
therefore are not unduly 
perturbed by the paucity 
of funds.” 






CALCUITA 


Wateipolo 

C ALC7UTTA got a rare 

opporttmity to witness the best 
of waterpolo teams in the country 
in the Nehru centenary meet at 
the Azad Hind Bag pool recently. 
A total of 12 teams, including five 
outstation entries, vied for 
honours in the five-day meet 
organised by the National 
Swimming Association. The title 
finally went to Western Railway, 
who prevailed 0-5 over South 
Elastem Railway in the title 
round. 

The 12 teams were divided into 
four groups who completed their 
respective cluster matchm over 
the first three days. The toppers in 
each group, three of which 
Railway teams (SE Railway, 
Western and Eastern apart ftom 
Deccan Gymkhana), then played a 
super-league on a round-robin 
basis and the first two quaUfied 
for the final. 

The task of Deccan Gymkhana, 
who gained the super-league ftom 
group A, were nevertheless made 



easier as BSF failed to report for 
the meet. Local challengers Self 
Culture Institute was inducted at 
the last minute and they turned 
out to be easy meat for both the 
strong outstation teams. 

The city club teams in the 
f Ay—hosts NSA, College Square 
Swimming Association, Bowbazar 
Bayam Samity, YMCA, Central 
Swimming Club and Self Culture, 
failed to carve a niche for 
themselves in the final standings. 
It was thus left to two of the 
railway teams from the—South 
Eastern and Eastern—to contend 
teams with bigger names. 

The prominent internationals 
who graced the'pool were Saigay 
Karandlkar who captained the 
Gymkhana side, A. Alloysiovts of 
CRPF (he was there in the Seoul 
Asian Games), Prabhakaran Nair 
of Southern Railway, Sanjay 
Jaiswal among others. 

The finalists were identified 
with two super-league matches 
still to go. Western and South 
Western Railway won two out of 
three matches and qualified for 
the title clash. While Western 
defecded Eastern 9-8 and then 
Gjrmkhana 6-5, South Eastern 


edged past Gymkhana 8-7 and 
Eastern 17-4. 

There was much media-hype 
around the Hnal with it being 
telecast on a Sunday on the second 
channel of the C^cutta 
Doordarshan. The organisers 
claimed it was the first time that 
the game was being aired live in 
the country. 

The final began with both\he 
teams adopting a safety Rrst 
approach. The first quarter ended 
with the teams locked two-all. In 
the second quarter, Mahesh 
Mangani put Western ahead but 
Kundan Nag of South Eastern 
equalised. 

The third qviarter was eventful as 
it ended 75 in favour of the 
eventual winners. Western soon 
rounded off the tally in the last 
quarter as the opponents seemed 
to throw in the towel. 
Chandrasekhar Date of Western 
emerged the highest scorer in the 
match with four goals. Kundan 
Dag of South Eastern was the 
highest scorer from their side 
with two. ^ 

Gautsirt Bhaltseharyya 









M7\I)KAS 


The need to popidarise 
chess 

S INCE its formation at Madras 
in October last year, the 
International Carrom Federation 
has taken some steps to 
popularise the game. The three 
officials who have been doing a lot 
of hard work to make the “great 
little game” better known are 
Martin Meier, the President of the 
ICF from Switzerland, Harry 
Darhnofer, the Vice I^rnohfer, 
the Vice President of the ICF from 
West Germany and Bangara 
Babu, the secretary General of the 
ICF from India. 

While Babu has been doing a lot 
of the paper work and Meier has 
travelled extensively to many 
coimtries to try and build a 
stronger base for the game and 
the federation, Darnhofer has 
been busy laying the ground for 
the first real international 
competition for the sport—the 
inaugural Federation Cup Carro^n 
Tournament to be held at 
Heidelberg from Nov 22 to 25. 
Heidelberg in some 80 


kilometres from Frankfurt. 
According to Darnsofer, who is 
also President of the German 
Carrom Federation, all the ten 
affiliated units of the ICF will 
participate. The countries are 
India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, 
Malaysia, Switzerland, Holland. 
Austria, USA, Wrat Germany and 
East Germany. 

The team championship will be 
held on the first two days and the 
individual matches on the next 
two days. While the team 
championship will be on the 
league basis, the men’s singles 
will be a knock out afl'air 
involving 30 players (three from 
each of the participating teams). 

The team title will be for the ICF 
Rolling Cup which will be donated 
by the West German Carrom 
Federation to the ICF. The total 
budget for the Federation Cup 
tournament is about 50,000 
Marks. It will be held at the 
Congress Hall, which according to 
Darnhofer is a major tourist 
attraction in Heidelburg for it is a 
venue for painting exhibitions 
and dance performances. It will 
play host to a sports competition 
for the first time. According to 
Darnhofer. there will be TV 



coverage and much of the 
expenses h^r the competition will 
come from the sponsors. 

The ICF hopes that the 
successful conduct of the 
Federation Cup will go a long way 
to putting carrom on a firm 
foundation but the ICF is already 
looking further ahead anyway. 
According to Mr Meier, two major 
international competitions are 
planned for 1990. In March, the 
Swiss Federation will conduct an 
invitation tournament in Basel 
and later that year, the ICF will 
hold the first World 
Championship in India. In 
December, the same year Sri 
Lanka will play host to a seven 
nation Youth (under 20) 
International Tournament to 
commemorate the silver jubilee 
year of the Sri Lanka Carrom 
Federation. 

But Meier knows that 
tournaments are not the only way 
to put carrom on a firm footing. 
He has travelled a lot to get more 
countries to join the ICF. "The ICF 
has maintained contacts with 
Arab countries, and countries in 
Asia and Europe and they are 
interested in joining the ICF" says 
Meier. “We have found out that 
carrom is popular in these 
countries." 

Meier is also confident of ICF 
getting recognition from the 
International Olympic Committee. 
“I look forward to the day when 
carrom will become an Olympic 
sport”. With all the hard work 
being put in by these dedicated 
officials, all this need not 
necessarily remain a pipe dream. 

New Rules 

1. A game ends at 25 points 
(instead of 29). 

2. The value of red is three 
(instead of five). 

3. Red loses value after 21 
points. 

The Nationals held in Assam 
earlier this month were the 
first to be held with the new 
rules. 

PsrtabRanichaiid 

Martin Meier, the President, 

ICF releasing the first issue of 

“Carrom Magazine”. On the left 
is Harry Darnhofer, Vice 
President 
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PATNA 


All India Open Chess Bihar State Chess 

1K EEN contests marked this 

year's Bihar State Chess 

Prasad of Cnion Bank won the Chamnionshin which conclude! 


aPrasad of Union Bank won the 
fifth jubilee All India Open Chess 
title conducted at the House of 
Soviet Culture. Prasad and 
Anilkumar were tied at seven 
points each. But, on better median 



The winner: D. V. Prasad 

count, Prasad emerged the 
champion. Prasad and Anilkumar 
received Rs 2500/- each. 

Local lad Anilkumar went down 
to R. Haridas (NTC) in the 
penultimate round while Prasad 
drew against IM Norm holder 
Mitrakant. So the last round 
star ted with Prasad and Anil on 
6.5 and 6 points respectively.. 

In the final round, Prasad faced 
Sivakumar of Chess Time, 

Madras. The latter forced a draw 
against the International Master 
after emerging from a losing 
position. This scotched Prasad's 
chances to emerge the outright 
winner of the tournament. 
Meanwhile Anilkumar won 
against Kerala State Junior 
Champion N. Jyothilal. Jyothilal 
overlooked a knight which led to 
the loss of a full rook. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


K een contests marked this 
year's Bihar State Chess 
Championship which concluded at 
the Ram Mohun Roy Seminary 
Hsdl at Patna under the auspices 
of the Patna District Chess 
Association. Around 84 players 
from different parts of the State 
took part in the seven-day 
competition. Young Sanjiv Kumar 
of Muzaffarpur has become the 
new state chess champion with 
eight points in the ten round 
Swiss league system on the basis 
of better medians. 

In the tenth and final round of 
the championship, Sanjiv drew 
with Kishore Kumar of Patna, 
while Bhudeo Tripathi of 
Singhbhum beat top seeded 
Arvind Kumar Sinha of Patna on 
top boards. And all three tied for 
the first place with eight points 
each but on the basis of better 
median count, Sanjiv (50.5 j 

medians) was awarded the first i 

place, while Bhudeo (47.5 
medians) and Kishore (46.5 
medians) earned the second and 
third spots respectively. 

Former national junior 
champion Pramod Kumar Singh 
of Tisco Jamshedpur, H.C. Jha of 
Bokaro, Current national junior 
champion, Manishi Krishna of 
Darbhanga and Chaudhary Anant 
Narain tied for 4th to 7th places 
on 7.5 points. 

Dr S.K. Jha, Director General, 
Bihar State Sports Authority gave 
away the cash prizes and 
certificates. 

Mukesh Kumar Hlasarlya 


KANPUR 


Anny Handball 
chamidonsliip 

M aintenance command 

retained the coveted Air Force 
trophy when they crushed 
Training Command by 25-19 in 
the thrilling final of the 23rd Air 
Force Inter Command Hand Ball 
championship at Narendra 
stadium here in the second week 
of July. 

The defending champions who 
led throughout were leading 18-9 
in the first half. 

Striker K .M. Thomas and 
goalkeeper Saha made all the 
difference for Maintenance 
Command. Saha displayed his 
sharp reflexes behind the bar and 
saved about half a dozen sure 
goals. He was declared as best 
goalkeeper of the tournament. 
Thomas, an international player, 
exhibited his expertise in penalty 
shooting. 

Earlier in the semifinals 
Maintenance Command outplayed 
South West (Command by 29-20, 
while Training Command scored a 
thrilling victory of 19-17 over 
Western Command. 

In all seven 

commands—Maintenance, 
Training, Western: Eastern: 
Central, South West and Air H.Q. 
commands participated in the 
tournament. ' 

Anant Shaker Mfara 

The winner: Maintenance 
Command 
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dUMlztgontoi^ 
amti that you 
makeyour '' 
atrU(h8 with. ‘nxQ.haaod. - 
gtrlkeaCaswelW ' 
discniMlxig We) hard hi . 
veiy important part of 
karate alnoe wo tb 
\u» th;^ more (tfteh 
tha&tiieleff^rikw. 
Uaed in attack, theae 
atrikee disouBsedhere. 
can be vary effective if 
ueed correctly. 

In the series dealt with 
bek>w, we tae dieouesinK 
the punches, the reverse 
' punch, the hammer fist 
strike, the knife, hand 
Uows (or chops) and the 
finger stabs. 






Uowalmost 

automafioally. 


OI 




HMiagMplwSMrMnlhiat. 






□ 




SeUcen: A very important strlinri 
in karate, this is used mainly to', 
the Jaw region and the solar ' 
plexus 


Uraken: The back fist strike 
mainly used to the temple . 
and Just b|^, the eyes 

Tetsui: The hammer-fist strike 
which is used mainly to the top' 
of the head, the temple and baok 
of the head or neok 


Shuto: The knife hand chops 
which aim at the side of the neek, 
collarbone, floating ribs 

■ J 

Ton-nukite: The four-finger stu 
which is used to poke the throaty 
solar plexus, armpit 


Nihon-nuklte: The two-finger 
stab wUeh goe s for the eyes ai^ 
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extra plastic bags. It is 
necessary to canry a 
sewing kit and a good 
strong glue. A pocket 
knife with a few 
attachments also comes 
in handy. 

A water bottle of at 
least one litre per person 
on the trek should be 
taken. All water must be 
treated (either with 
water purifier tablets or 
by boiling) before use. A 
flash light, matches in a 
waterproof container, 
candles, compass, 
thermometer and toilet 
paper are very useful. 
Food may be purchased 
along the way or tinned 
food may be carried 
depending on the 
preference of the 
trekkers. 


POST-TREK 

PRECAUTIONS: 




Many people go for their 
first trak vdth no 
conditioning 


whatsoever and yet they 
enjoy themselves. Still, 
we would strongly 
recommend that those 
planning to trek 
undertake a 
conditioning 
programme. Running 
several kilometres a day 
is by far the best 
conditioner. But this 
must be started months 
ahead of time and 
carried on regularly 
with increases in the 
amount of exercise each 
week. 

Before you leave for a 
trek have a thorough 
physical examination 
and let your physician 
know the nature of the 
activities you will be 
engaged in and the 
attitude you hope to 
reach. 

Individuals with the 
following conditions 
definitely should not go 
to high altitudes: 
primary pulmonary 
hypertension, cyanotic 


congenial heart disease, 
absence of the right 
pulmonary artery, 
chronic pulmonary 
disease with arterial 
unsaturation, coronary 
artery disease with 
severe angina or cardiac 
failure, congestive 
failure with arterial 
unsaturation, and 
disabling symptomatic 
cardiac arrhythmias. In 
the interest of specificity 
these are listed in 
medical terms to be 
interpreted by 
doctors. 

Go for the trek only 
after the doctor has 
pronounced you fit. If he 
has recommended some 
form of medication 
make sure you carry 
enough of the medicine 
to last the trek. Also ask 
him to prescribe 
medicine for illness that 
might cx»ur during the 
trek: Make sure you 
follow the dosage 
advised by the dcxjtor. 


HEALTH AND 

MEDICAL 

PROBLEMS: 


The vast majority of 
diseases that plague the 
trekker are transmitted 
by focxi or water 
contaminated by 
infected human or 
animal feces. Therefore 
prepare fcxxi and water 
properly to render them 
harmless. 


WATER AND 
FOOD: 


All water must be boiled 
or purified before use. 
Vegetables bought from 
the locals must also be 
washed properly and 
cooked well before 
consumption. Fcxxi 
must be eaten hot to 
reduce the risk of 
contamination. 


•7 







SICKNESS AND 
DISEASES: 


1) Diarrhoea and 
E^aentry are the most 
common problems 
among: trekkers. The 
term diarrhoea as used 
here means frequent 
passage of loose stool. 
Dysentey means forms 
of diarrhoea in which 
stool often contains 
blood euid mucus. 
Sufferers may also have 
stomach cramps and 
fever. 


the case of Dysentry. 
especially with nausea, 
vomiting and fever, rest 
and only continue the 
trek after you feel fit. 

2) Altitude niness can be 
prevented by 
acclimatisation, that is 
by gp-adual rate of 
ascent, allowing 
sufficient rest at various 
intermediate altitudes. 

It is a preventable 
problem. 

Mild symptoms of 
Altitude illness; Nausea, 
loss of appetite, mild 
shortness of breath with 


in a trekker the party 
should halt and the 
victim observed closely. 
If there is no 
improvement after a 
night halt then the 
trekking party should 
descend until the 
symptom is relieved. 

Serious symptoms of 
Altitude illness: marked 
shortness of breath with 
mild exertion, rapid 
breathing after resting, 
wet bubbly breathing, 
severe coughing 
spasms, coughing up 
pinkish or rust coloiu%d 



The general principles 
in either situation are to 
note the fi-equency of 
occiirance. Then begin 
to take clear fluids such 
as water, weak tea with 
sugar, juice and clear 
soup. Drinking lots of 
fluid is necessary to 
avoid dehydration. Also 
take medication 
according to what the 
doctor has 

recommended before the 
trek. If this relieves the 
symptoms, return to 
solid food gptidually. In 


exertion, sleep 
disturbance, breathing 
irregrularity during 
sleep, dizziness, mild 
weakness and slight 
swelling of hands and 
face. 

As long as the 
symptoms remain mild, 
and are only a nuisance, 
ascent at a modest rate 
can continue. 
Symptomatic treatment 
with medicines may be 
helpflii. If several of the 
above mentioned 
symptoms are observed 


spitiim, rapid heart rate 
after resting, blueness 
of face and lips, low 
urine output, persistent 
vomiting, severe 
persltent headache, 
gross fatigrue, delirium, 
confusion tmd coma, 
loss of coordination and 
staggering. 

If any one of your 
party members develop 
any of these symptoms, 
he or she should descend 
IMMEDIATELY. The 
victim should be kept 
warm and griven oxygen 



if available. After rapid 
descend of thousand 
feet, relief maybe 
dramatic. Rest for a few 
days before you 
continue with the trek. 

3) Hypothermia: This 
condition often termed 
exposure, occurs when 
loss of body heat exceeds 
gain, and the body core 
temperature d rops. 
Initial symptoms of 
Hypothermia afe 
marked shivering and 
pale skin, followed by 
poor coordination, 
apathy, confusion and 
fatigue. The body 
temperature drops 
below 94°F. Further 
symptoms are 
irrationality, memory 
lapse, and hallucination, 
followed by increased 
muscle rigidity, stupor 
and dmreased pulse and 
respiration. 

Treatment consists of 
applying heat rapidly to 
the person’s body core. 
Remove wet clothing 
and put the person in a 
sleeping bag togfether 
with a source of heat... a 
warm person. If possible 
feed the person warm 
drinks and sweets. 

The list of problems 
which can be Isoed bjl 
trekk m is enormous 
although we hkve ■ 
tried to provide 9II the 
Information 
necessary In a saito 
trek. The best source 
of information are the 
clubs and State 
Tourist offices. Th^ 
generally have 
booklets on the 
possible jvdblema and. 
solutions, the route 
and otherrelsted 
hnformaiubn. It Is 
therttEoreiidvlBed that 
you Infonn them 
before yopiHstvs fora 
trek and wrtteto’.. 
them if yoii haivs 
Inquiries.. 






IQUIZ/CHfiSS/BIIIDGBl 


QUESTIONS 


1. What is the‘Electra Gold Cup ? 

2. With what sport is the term "dry 
pass” associated and what does it 
mean? 

3. With what sport or game is the 
terrrr "finesse” associated? 

4. For what sport is "Pithapuram 
Cup" awarded? 

5. And for what sport is "Nomura 
Trophy" awarded? 

6. Brooklyn (U.S.A.) is associated 
with a particular sport. What is it? 

7. And with what sport is Aintree 
(England) associated? 

8. Surendra Kumar Katana is an 
Atjuna award winner. What is his 
discipline? 

9. Geet Sethi was given the Padma 
Shri as well as the Arjuna award. 
Which came first? 

10. How many countries participated 
in the first Commonwealth 
Games? 


ANSWERS 


1. It is a prize money table tennis ■ 
tournament held in Meerut. 

2. Water polo. It means a pass 
thrown over the surface of the 
water to a colleague who is 
stationary. 

3. Bridge 

4. Table Tennis 

5. Golf 

6. Baseball 

7. Horse Racing 

8. Basketball 

9. Arjuna Award in 1985. Ha was 

awarded the Padmashree the next 

year. 

10. 11 

RanJHChoM 


SSSm 

Remember Mikhail Tal? The 
“Wizard of Riga” is now in his 
sixth decade. Minus one kidney he 
is an inconsistent shadow of the 
23 year old genius who won the 
world title in 1960. 

This is a vintage display of his 
tactical prowess fi^m the ’79 
Interzonal which he won in such 
style. He played a daring opening 
and then demolished 
Polugaevsky’s position with one 


of his patented sacrificial attacks. 
White; Polugaevsky Black: Tal 
English Opening. 

1 lNf3 C5 2 C4 Nf6 3 Nc3 d5 4 
cd5 Nxd5 5 e4 Nb4 6 Bc4 Be6. 
Already black’s intentions are 
clear. 6~Nd3-»- 7 Ke2 Nf44- 8 Kf2 
Nee is easy equality. The text 
accepts a rotten structure in order 
to establish a powerful outpost on 
d3. 7 Bxe6 Nd3+ 8 Kfl fe6 9 Ng5 
Qbe! This natural move was then 
an innovation. Black had 
previously tried 9—Qd7, Na6 and 
Nc6. 

10Qe2c4. 10Qa4+ or 10Qf3 
are both very messy as indeed is 
the text. 11 b3 he 12 Nf3 Nc6 13 
bc4 0-0-0. Possibly white should 
interpolate 12 Qh5+ before 
retreating the knight. Now white 
could try the interesting 14 Nd5 
ed5 15 cd5 (15 Qxd3 Nb4 is 
favourable for black) Ncb4 16 a3 
Nc2 17 Qxd3 Nxal 18 Qc3+ Kb8 
lOQxal with unclear prospects. 

14 G3 G5! 15 Kg2 Qc5 16 Rbl Bg7 
17 Nb5 Qxc4! The threat of Nf4+ 
gives white no time to exploit the c 
file. 17 - a6 18Ba3Qxc4 19Na7 + 
is the sort of trap white was 
playing for. 

18 Qe3 Rhf8 19 Rf 1 g4. Now 19 
Nxa7+ Nxa7 20 Qxa7 Qxe4 is 
hopeless as white runs out of 
checks. 20 Nh4 (Diagram) Nxf2! 
The knight is immune because of 
21 Rxf2 Rxf2+ 22 Kxf2 Rf8+ or 
22Qxf2Qe4 + . 

21 Ng6 Rd3! 21-Rf3?22 

Nxa7+ puts white back in the 

game because 22-Nxa7 23 

Qxa7 Qxe4 24 Nxe7-^ wins. 22 
Na3 Qa4 23 Qel Rdf3! 24 Nxf8 
Nd3 25 Qd 1 Qxe4 26 Rxf3 gf3+ 

27 Kfl Qf5 28 Kgl Bd4+. White 
resigns for obvious reasons. 
Dcvangthu Outta 


BRIDQE 

At the last Asia & Middle East 
championship in Cairo. Jaggy 
Shivdasani demonstrated his 
undisputed card-playing skill on 
this deal against Bangladesh; 

West led the heart three to the 
queen and ace, ruffed by declarer. 
The Bangladesh South crossed 
over to the spade ace for a spade 
discard on hearts and a diamond 
finesse, going down as East ruffed 
the spade continuation and forced 
South with a heart. 

NOHTH(duiiimy) 

A 5 4 3 
'P K Q 5 2 
C- 9 2 
4^ 0 9 6 

WEST EAST 

4»OJ986 #2 

P 8 5 3 A J 10 9 7 6 

O K J 7 5 O 10 4 

4 K 4 8 4 3 2 



SOUTH 
4 K 10 7 

<> A Q 8 5 3 
4 A J 10 7 3 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 1* D’Ble* Pass 

34 Pass 54 All Pass 

a nuQdlivo lakuout for unt>KJs 

Jaggy, however, realising that 
if East had the diamond king, it 
would either fall early or else 
enable him to ruff all diamond 
losers, played the ace and one 
more from hand. East won and 
switched to a spade. South won 
and played a third diamond, 
ruffing with the nine as East 
discarded. Failure to over ruff was 
no proof that East lacked the 
trump king for good defenders 
are known to refuse an easy 
overruff to lead declarer astray. 
South now ruffed a low heart in 
hand, and ruffed a fourth 
diamond with the queen. West, 
who had shown up with five 
spades, 3 hearts on the lead and 
four diamonds, could have only 
one club. If east had Kxxx in 
trumps, the game would be 
unmakeable, so Jaggy now led 
dummy’s last club to his ace(!) and 
cashed jack-ten. When he now 
played his good diamond East was 
kaput for he would get a trump 
trick but dummy, with spade ace 
and heart king, would take care of 
the rest. 

Santanu Ghoaa 
















IN BIG BROTHER’S 


SHADOW 


IT was Mudar Patherya 
who triggered off a 
debate with his highly 
explosive ‘Freewheeling’ 
on an untouched but 
sensitive subject like 
vernacular sports 
journalism in a 
Sportaworld of not too 
long ago. It was a 
half-volley 1 couldn’t 
ignore. It tempted (read 
inspired) me to prolong 
the subject into yet 
another issue. 

Before explaining how 
Hindi sports journalism 
has made considerable 
progress over the last 
couple of decades, one 
needs to go back in time 
to put the subject into its 
proper perspective. 

IMG; India was 

England under 


Datt^i Oaekwad. This 
writer, then a curious 
12-year-oId in Benaras, 
was hooked on cricket. 
In the absence of glossy 
coloured magazines of a 
later day, he had to rely 
exclusively on the 
newspapers to satiate 
that curiosity. Which in 
the Benaras of the late 
Fifties was only 
one—’A^'. 

And then there was 
tennis. For months 
members of the 
household debated 
whether it was going to 
be Fred StoUe or Roy 


Emerson who was going 
to win at Wimbledon. 
Suddenly we had an 
Indlan,of all people, 
Ramanathan Krishnan, 
nmkingittothe 
semi-fin8d8. In the 
information explosion of 
the Eighties, most 
newspapers would have 
carried extensive quotes 
and in-depth interviews 
of the then-young 
Krishnan. But that 
revolution was still light 
years away from the last 
page of the Hindi 
newspaper that we made 
a dash for each 


morning: hidden in a 
corner in exactly 
one-and-a-half colunins 
in strictly telegraphic 
detail would be the 
outcome of that 
momentous semi-final: 
’Roy Emerson of 
Australia beat 
Ramanathan Krishnan 
in an exciting four-set 
match, 2-6,6-4,7-5, 
8-6.’ In another section 
of the newspaper, the 
‘Letters to the Editor’ 
column would be more 
than 10 times longer. 

If sport as a subject 
got little exposure in the 
popula^column of those 
days it was because the 
basic Indian mentality 
towards sport was 
stepmotherly. It was 
well reflected in saying: 














‘Padoge^Ukoge to bogey 
nawaab, 

kb^ogey-koodogey to 
bogey kharaab'. (If you 
study well you will 
become a big man, if you 
play a lot you will 
become a waster). It was 
this attitude that set 
Indian sport back by 
decades. With it, our 
coverage. 

And that status quo 
, might have been 
maintained for much 
longer. Had it not been 
for Indian cricket’s 
upward curve in the 
early Seventies. 

The contribution of 
Hindi sports 
commentary to the 
spread of Hindi sports 
readership cannot be 
exaggerated. For if big 
time sport was largely 
confined to the bigger 
cities in the country, 
commentary 
transcended those 
barriers and reached out 
^ an audience that had 
never seen a first-class 
cricket match or even a 
hockey international. 

For one thing, it 
enlarged the appeal of 
sport in the country. 
Sport, like films, became 
a subject of mass 
entertainment. The 
paanabop which earlier 
blared only film songs on 
Vividh Bharati and 
Radio Ceylon, now 
switched to running 
broadcasts of matches in 
Hindi whenever a Test 
was played. Gradually 
alongside Narottam 
Puri and Anant 
.Metalvad, the names of . 

1 vavi Chaturvedi, the late 
Manish Dev and that 
John Arlott of Hindi 
bixadcasting, Sushll 
C' ')shi began to gain 
P' ominence. Terms like 
'n anovaigyaanik 
ci^^asv’(psychological 
pressure) 'baal-baal 
baohey'(jti8t sturvives) 

^-d ‘kaJaai ka upyag 


karto Auey’(wristily) 
attained household 
relevance. 

Hindi commentary 
fired the imagination 
and appetite of the 
Hindi-conscious sports 
enthusiast. The 
newspapers responded 
fittingly. A new depth 
and seriousness began 
to creep into Hindi 
sports writing. And not 
Jxist Hindi; Bengali and 
Marathi sports writers 
also began lifting the 
quality of their 
production beyond the 
accepted levels. 

The wheel has turned 


full circle. Cricket 
writers of the English 
dailies in the country 
are, in my opinion, 
beginning to lose their 
identity. There was a 
day when K.N. Prabhu’s 
column would decide 
whether we brought Tbe 
Times of India with our 
meagre resources or 
not. The same degree of 
loyalty (no doubt a 
reflection on the writer) 
is missing among the 
English cricket 
newspaper readers 
today, the only possible 
exceptions being Rajan 
Bala of Indian Express 
and R. Mohan of Tbe 
Hindu;, 

It is !^t so with Hindi 


sports Journalism. Not 
only are there better 
writers than there have 
ever been in this 
particular language, but 
the older ones have 
enlarged on their 
following. Moti Nandi 
(Bengali), Prabash Joahi 
and Baburao Vishnurao 
Paradkar (Hindi) are 
names that come readily 
to mind. 

The elevation of Hindi 
sports journalism 
notwithstanding, its 
quality was still much 
behind the seriousness 
achieved by the English 
counterparts in the 
country. Limited 


resources for reporting 
sport, stateness in 
language and, on the 
overall, a lack of finesse 
in covering national or 
international 
tournaments was still 
evident. For an 
enlightening analysis of 
sport in the country, the 
Hindi readership still 
reverted to the English 
dalles for articles 
written by K.N. Prabhu, 
N.S. Ramaswami, Ron 
Hendricks and Berry 
Sarbadhikary (late and 
lamented). 

B ut that was long 
ago. Hindi sports 
journalism has since 
made a considerable 


! advance. And the 
prominent contributors 
in this regard have been 
the newspapers of the 
so-called Hindi belt in 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. The dailies 
published flrom 
Varanasi, Patna, Indore, 
Kanpur, Lucknow and 
Jaipur have enlarged 
not only on the column 
space devoted to sport in 
their pages but in the 
quality as well. 

I’ll stick my neck out 
and say that the 
newspapers in the 
metropolitan centres of 
the country have failed 
to keep in step. Beyond 
the mere factual 
presentation of sport, 
they have done hardly 
better. Which is vastly 
detrimental to the image 
of Hindi sports 
journalism in the 
country. More often 
than not, individuals 
make the vernacular 
editions of Calcutta, 
Bombay and Delhi the 
yardstick forjudging 
the quality of Hindi 
sports journalism. 
Considering that the 
regional papers do a 
more competent job, the 
faith in this yardstick is 
misplaced. 

Summing up, I will 
not deny that Hindi 
sports journalism looks 
upon the brand 
purveyed by their 
English writing 
counterparts as the 
immediate ideal. But 
wait and watch, this will 
change. 

Another ten years and 
vernacular sports 
journalism in India will 
have rid itself of the 
'English complex* and 
emerged with an identity 
of its own. 

Padampatl Sharma 

Th« tulhor « thi) iporit wMor of OmrvH 
Jaayan. VafansK 

TrafiataM from Hlntf by Saniay Dwivadi 
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The Same Stoiy 


I N the recently concluded 
Champions Trophy in Berlin, 
the story is the same and it 
repeats itself in every 
international tournament and as 
usual, India always remains at the 
bottom of the ladder. 

The cause for it has to be put 
squarely on the shoulders of the 
officials and the coaches, who chip 
and chop the team, according to 
their whim and fancy. Sometimes 
inexperienced players make the 
team while the experienced 
players are thrown out of the 
team. 

Our present team, though 
young and speedy, and at times 
brilliant, has no combination, 
co-ordination and understanding 
amongst themselves. On the 
whole, it has been a very 
humiliating experience. Players i 
like Mohammed Shahid, Merwyn j 
Fernandes and Somayya should 
have been retained, as these 
players have vast experience and 
are quite outstanding. 

The one player we deeply miss is 
Mohammed Shahid, the world's 
greatest dribbler .who has created a 
fear psychosis in the minds of his 
opponents. It is time that we 
recalled these fine players back 
into the team, plus with other new 
outstanding talent, and then 
maybe we might do well in future 
competitions. 

LOUIS D'SOUZA, 

Colvale, 

Goa. 


Poor mental approach 


W HILE enjoying the photo 
feature on the recently 
concluded Champion’s Trophy, it 
came as no shock to me that India 
was placed last in the table. It was 
a little strange that India had four 
defeats in a row after that 
morale-boosting flrst win over 
West Germany. I began to wonder 
whether it was a question of poor 
hockey skill or just the lack of a 
proper mental approach. 

I feel that this present Indian 
^team has a fine blend of youth and 
.,«xperience. The forward line is 


quite energetic and opportunistic. 

therefore, it is clear that what 
the team lacks is the proper 
mental approach. 

In the world of international 
sport, teams are so evenly 
matched that it is the nerves that 
play a vital role in the eventual 
result. 

So, besides a physical training 
schedule, a mind training 
schedule has also to be followed. 
The virus of self-doubt is the 
major hurdle that we have to 
overcome. They must be taught to 
believe that they can beat any 
team in the world. 

ASHISH KUMAR SRIVASTA VA, 
Lucknow. 


She made Martina Navratilova, 12 
years her senior, to run all around 
the court with deft placements 
and scorching volleys. 

All in all, tennis of a very high 
quality was displayed by these 
magnificent champions. 
ALOYSIUS D'SOUZA. 

Goa. 


Bravo Colonel I 

—. 

A ll said and done, the Indian 
cricket team at present is 
passing through a lean patch and 
the so-called critics are having a 



The German Guns 


B oris BECKER and Steffi Graf 
put West Germany on the top of 
international tennis when they 
won the men’s and women’s titles 
at Wimbledon. The men’s 
champion Boris Becker showed 
how powerful is his booming 
services, and his volleys. 

StefB Graf showed that in 
women’s tennis, age counts a lot. 


Boris Beoker reoeivinif tl 
Wimbledon Trophy from 1 
Duke and Duchess of Kei 


field day. These are the very same 
critics who keep silent when the 
team does well. 

1 highly appreciate the intrepid 
and unflinching Dilip Vengsaxkar 
for his outburst against certain 
players. After alt, someone had to 
bell the oat and bring the realities 
to light. 

DEBASHISH BISWAS. 

Dimapur, 

Nagalsuid. 










S o Chris Evert at long last, eifter 
nearly two decades of 
competitive tennis, says 
"Goodbye” to Wimbledon and that 
too in style. “Chrissie", as she is 
lovingly called, and the darling of 
the crowds is an unique person and 
we will never see the likes of her in 
the future. 

A great competitor, a superb 
player and over and above all, one 
f of the most popular players of all 
time. She was and will remain in 
the hearts of millions of tennis 
followers. 

The same can be said of Jimmy 
Connors who is at the fag end of 
an illustrious career. A legend in 
his time, his departure will make 
tennis a little less attractive now. 
PRABALOUHA. 

Ouwahati. 

Rejoinder 

T his is in reference to a letter by 
Kum Kum Dasgupta in 
Sportsworld, 5th July, where she 
included players like Manuella 
y^aleeva of Bulgaria and Rafaella 
Reggi of Italy in the teenage 
category. For her information, 
Manuella Maleeva is 21 or 22 
years of age and so is Reggi whose 
age is 23. So, by no means, can 
they be called teenagers. It is also 
not sure whether the Spaniard 
Conchita Martinez is a teenager or 
not. 

Moreover, Graf has completed 
her 20th year and therefore 
cannot be called a teenager in the 
strict sense. The writer of the 
letter could have included names 
, m:e Larissa Savchenko and 
i iQataliaZverevaof the USSR. Mary 
Joe Fernandez of the USA, Nichole 
I I’rovis oiir Australia and Katarina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria. 

SANKAR MAJUMDAR, 

Guwabati. 

Dnequal Treatment 

I partially agree with Imran 
Khan's views on Player Equality 
Sportaworld, 13th July). As far as 
^|^s and privileges are 
'^oRberned, eeash player must be 
rested by the way way he 
lerforms on the field. This will 
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Chris Evert: played her last 
Wimbledon? 


certainly bring a touch of greater 
professionalism in cricket. Also, 
junior players will feel an urge to 
emulate the feats of the seniors. 
PRADIPSADHUKAN. 

Singiir. 


_ Congrats _ 

H earty congratulations to 
Yaseen Merchant for winning 
the Asian Snooker championships 
with his superb victory over the 
top-seed Udon Khaimuk of 
Thailand in a breath-taking final 
and thus become the first 
unseeded player to win the 
trophy. 

inhis snooker meet was of 
great satisfaction for Yaseen 
Merchant, it was also a case of 
great disappintment for the 
Calcuttan and National champion, 



Raju Jagtiani who lost in the 
semi-finals. 

TANMOY GHOSH, 

Calcutta. 


Shocked 


I was shocked to read Mohammed 
Shahid's column. “Ganc.sh 
should resign . " (Sportswodd. 

28th June). His whole analysis of 
the Champion's Trophy ceni res 
around finding fault with (lanesh 
rather than actually seai'clnng for 
the shortcomings that made India 
perform so poorly in the 
tournament in Berlin 
We have no doubt about 
Shahid's ability as a hockey player 
but by writing such a shallow and 
indecent valuation, he has 
exposed his limitations and poor 
insight about the game and its 2^. 
development. |^- 

SHRIKANTMANDWIKAR, M 
Rambagh, P 

Indore. 







W RITTEN jff 
early bv 

expert;< ifaain 
MerclK.Dtroee 
ftrom the aaheB 1' 'cc the 
phoenix to win the 
recently-conclnried 0th 
Chesterfield-Yamaha 
Asian Snooker 
Championship at the 
Hotel Holiday Inn In 
New Delhi. Beaten fair 
and square—four 
frames to nil- -by Kiwi 
challenger Grant 
Hayward in the opening 
match of the 
championship, the 
unseeded Indian 
gradually regained his 
poise and flair and 
peaked in time to win 
the championship by 
upsetting top seeded 
Udon Khaim n k of 
Thailand in a nail-biting 
final. Merchtuxt won 
69-32, 96-40, 88-8, 
25-70, 35-62, 43-65, 
55-81,68-40, 84-17, 
61-44, 13-70, 3-118, 
85-25 and 60-43. 

In a battle of attrition. 
Merchant edged out his 
ebullient compatriot 
Qeet Sethi in a marathon 
semi-final to face 
Khaimuk, who stopped 
the great-gfoing Indian 
Raju Jagtianiin 
straight frames in the 
first semifinal. The top 
seed and 1987-winner 
Khaimuk unleashed 
his cue power in no 
uncertain terms to 
annihilate the 
inexperienced Jagtiani, 
who raised visions of 
hope when he defeated 
fourth-seeded Sam 
Chong Tin Sam of 
Malaysia in a 
round-robin match in. 


^ ASIAN SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIPS ' 
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group ‘d’. But Merchant 
played champagne 
snooker to race to a 
quick 3-0 lead in the 
final. Visibly rocked, the 
top seed took a leaf out 
of the snooker manuals 
to impart a c[uick lesson 
on the green baize to his 
rival and snatch the lead 
at 4-3, bagging four 
consecutive frames. 

Merchant remained a 
silent spectator during 
the four-frame blitz as 
Khaimuk not only 
transmitted shock 
tremors through the 
Indian camp but also 
chalked up a mammoth 
break of 118 in the 12th 
frame for an Asian 
record after sinking 
seven blaKJks, five pinks, 
one blue and all colours 
with the ease of a 
millionaire. 

Both players spilled 
their nerves at that point 
of the match and started 
making mistakes that 
belied their ratings. 
Trailing 6-7, Khaimuk 
had ail the time and 
opportunity in the world 
to draw level in the 
penultimate frame but 
the pressure told on him 
as he missed a relatively 
easy brown to gift the 
match and the 
championship to 
Merchant. 

Merchant said after 
the match; “Khaimuk is 


a superb opponent. 
When I had lost my first 
match in the 
championship, I 
thought I had lost my 
chances but I was lucky 
to get my touch back. 
Winning a meet like this 
is great but the feeling is 
greater when you beat a 
player like Khaimuk in 
the final.” 

For the Indian cueists, 
the championship was a 
good hunting ground as 
all the four home 
players—debutants Raju 
Jagtiani and Syed 
Saleem, and Geet Sethi 
and Yasin Merchant— 
made a clean sweep of 
the round robin stage 
with three figuring in 
the semifinals. Saleem, 
who disposed of 
Pakistan’s Tanveer Oada 
in a needle league 
match, eventually lost to 
Jagtiani but he has 
promise. Jagtiani, who 
met his match in 
Khaimuk «dso proved 
that his recent triiunph 
in the nationals was no 
fluke. But the 
Calcutta-based exponent 
of soft-touch snooker 
will have to chisel his 
temperament if he is to 
do better. 

Qeet Sethi, who 
turned a billiards 
professional last month, 
has never been 


comfortable in snooker 
but his champion 
material was evident 
whenever he played his 
shots. But his usual 
touch deserted him and 
he had problems in 
sighting his object ball, 
a phenomenon that can 
happen to any cueist any 
time in his career. In 
fEict, when he conceded 
the deciding fl’aftie to 
Merchant in the second 
semifinal, the 
Ahmedabad lad seemed 
totally lost in his 
thoughts as whether or 
not to devote any more 
time to snooker since 
engagements in the 
pro-circuit are always 
taxing. 

I Each and every cueist 

in the championship had 
problems with his style 
of play. While Jagtiani 
was not leaning into his 
shots and tending to 
take his head away a 
trifle early, Saleem was 
cueing too slow. V 

Jagtiani was using 
stuns at the wrong 
moments; Merchant was 
busy doing a patch-up 
job; Khaimuk failed to 
hold on to his nerves in 
the final and Sam Ch^ng 
was just not in his 
elements. 

The Indian team 
manager Michael 
Fereira however left a 
sour taste in the mouth. 
Leaving for a 
tournament in Australia 
in the middle of the 
championship, Fereira's 
sudden departure was 
not liked by some high 
officials and organisers. 

JOYMISRA,Nm»IMM 


FACING PAGE: PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 

A security commando has his hand on the trigger as the Lt. Governor of 
Delhi cues off to inaugurate the 6th Chesterfield-Yamaha Asian Snooker 
Championships. Photograph: Rajesh Kumar 
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Udon BSiaimuk, tha ruimer ap 
who WM doiorilwd bjr Taalii 
Bferohant as‘too mnoh of aa 
opponeat* 


opening match, Yaaiii 
Merchant made a 
spectacular 
comeback, gained in 
streng&to 
eventually crown 
himself with glory. 
The victory left the 
Bombay cueist richer 
$1869, while 
vanquished Thfd ; 
finalist got $7$0 / 


UR OF GLORY 





you? Well, th«i0 fotks im 
Uoirig too badly, are tbay? 
Vafiue: London'a Hard Rock 
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ERE’sa 
■urprisefor 
aUtboseof 
you who 
thought 
Martina 
Navratilova 
spilled blood, 
sweat and 
tears out there on Centre 
Court just for that 
record ninth singles 
title. Yes. after the ninth 
alright. But some added 
incentive must surely 
have been her favourite 
treat—duck and 
dumplings—whipped up 
by none other than her 
lover Judy Nelson. 
Leaving her wealthy 
veterinary surgeon 
husband Edward five 
years ago, Judy decided 
that she would devote 
the rest of her life to 
making Martina happy. 
And now, having 
survived the initial 
beurrage of outraged 
opposition both on and 
off the circuit, they are 
poised to becoming the 
most successful team on 
thecirouit. 

Setting up a 
multi-million dollar 
home in Fbrth Worth, 
Texas, Martina and 
Judy spend most of their 
time together, either 
travelling the hectic 
ladles* circuit or Just 
relaxing at home. 
Martina doing all the 
sweating on court while 
Judy handles all the 
domsstio affairs. But it 
wasn’t an easy 
transition. The sudden 
dedaion to walk away 
from.a i7-year marriage 
and two sons Eddie and 
Bales didn’t exactly jell 
with the outside world. 

"Our first year 
together was terrlbw", 
Judy recalls, raying. 
" P e o pJK v ouldn’t aoo^ 
me on the tennis cirouit. 
But it’s much easier 
now. Martina's friend’s 



^lartlna is 
escorted 
into the 
Champion's 
Ball at 
Wimbledon 


are my friends.” Having 
finally broken through 
the moral barriers, the 
Martina/Judy team also 
overcame another 
problem: Jud^s two 
sons. Realising that 
they were quite 
confused about the 
sudden turn of events, 
Martina has stepped in 
very neatly to fill the 
void in their lives. 
Playing soccer and 
voUeytadl with the 



boys—Eddie is 18 now 
while Bales is 
15—Martina has built 
up a tremendous 
relationship with them, 
and just loves being with 
them. 

However, if there is - 
one prcAdem that really 
required teamwork, it 
was Martina’s sudden 
disillusionmsnt wiOi the 
game sometime last 
year. After ISyearson 
the trot of top-lUght 
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tennis, Martina 
suddenly hit a wall; 
lacking the motivation 
to raise her that vital 
notch to combat the 
Grate and Sabatinia. 
And, yet again, it was 
her close Mend Judy 
who helped her pxill 
through. Eorcing 
Martina to take a 10-day 
break from the game, 
she isolated Martina 
totally: not letting her 
watch, talk, or even 
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And how it helps her game 



Martina’s 
girlfriend Judy 
Nelson at 
Wimbledon 
this year 




think tennis. She 
wouldn’t even let her 
answer the phonel 
Also pitohinflf in 
wholeheartedly in the 
battle to rejuvenate 
Martina were Judy’s 
parents Francis and 
Sargent. Accepting that 
their daughter's 
happiness is more 
importasAihan social 
WOOS, t967-year-61d 
Frands has alwajrs 
stood by her daughter 


when it came to living 
with the former world 
champion. And now she 
is getting even closer hx 
tewningupwith 
«Martina and Judy to 
design a new range of 
dedgner denim-wear for 
Martina. 

As part of the 
re-launch of Martina 
Navratilova, Francis 
and Judy have thought 
up ^is line of denim 
clothing which will be 


endorsed by their 
superstar tennis player. 
Designed by Judy and 
hand-sewn by Francis, 
the range is called 
Martina’s HotUne. it was 
launched in 
synchronisation with 
Bdartina’s Wimbledon 
campaign this year. 

How does Judy’s 
mother Francis handle 
this relationship? Very 
well. Speaking for the 
first time about her 


daughter’s relationship 
with Martina, Francis 
says ."Judy works for 
Martina and Is obviously 
her greatest fMend”. 
Pointing out that 
Martina stood by Judy 
when her daughter was 
going through a 
difficult phase of her 
life—the decision 
between a family and 
her true 

feelings—Francis feels 
the whole affair has 
worked out perfectly 
and confidently states: “I 
am very proud of her.” 

As for Judy, never too 
happy to discuss the 
relationship she shares 
with Martina, she did 
admit, "It’s especially 
hard for me being a 
mother. But my sons are 
as important to me as 
ever and I have to 
maintain that role as 
well as travelling with 
Martina.” 

Judy insists that 
Martina loves children 
and even considers 
having her own. “She 
would certainly make a 
good parent.” Judy sa^s 
while confessing that 
inside her Iron Maiden 
exterior, Martina is 
actually a big softie at 
heart. “She’s a very 
warm, open, happy 
person who has many 
interests outside tennisr 
she says of her closest 
buddy. 

And even though the 
record ninth title didn’t 
materialise, Martina 
must surely have 
consoled herself with a 
double helping of duck 
and dtunpUngs, cooked 
for her by Ju^. After 
all, it’s what Judy makes 
her work so hard for. As 
she puts it: “There has to 
be something to work - 
for. and in Martiha’s, 
case, it’s duck and 
dumpliilgs”. 






P ADAMPATI 
BKABKA. whoae 
•aalyais of Hindi 
djports journalism 
’ «|)pean in the preceding 
iMigeB, needs to be intro* 
^'mioed. He is the sports 
>ditor of the Dainik 
' Jaagnn, Varanasi and 
.,to my mind perhaps the 
test Hindi orioket writer 
in India today. By test’I 
mean readable; the 
. oapaolty to draw the 
brealdlBst readership in 
the Hindi brtt to his de* 
spatohes each morning. 
That is where Padampati 
soores. 

In my book he gets off 
the mark for one more 
leason-rdedioation. He 
maimed never to have 
takan his weddy day off 
in nearly twenty years 
of sptets journalism. He 
has 'covered' Innumer- 
iihie Wlmbledons. Test 
malcthM. hookey inter- 
natidnalB and what- 
' havnjrou. 

p ‘Let nm explain. By the 
time the umidres call 
jt^ps nr Boris Becdcsr 
for the point that 
r :WSlB glte Idhi hk: Wi 
nfimfiMdh ^ title. 

.-tlMidsadUne tor putting 
iJmgnn to bed is 
otitiaaQyelbae. "If Iha\m 
to wait to the AFP agen- 
ey ott Reuter oopy to 
.'.oome on the telex,” ex¬ 
plains Padam there will 
te no deadline left. So we 
:have n televiaion set in-, 
. stalled at the sports deak 
In our (dfioe. We cover 
'.the match exactly, as 
do at the preis^ 
at- Wimbledon, ' 
;Wl^in five .minutee of 
ttte match. ending, the 




fra •• 


him. Just in case Becker 
is stretched to the fifth 
we keep the picture of a 
teniaed Beoker as an 
emergency alternative.” 

During a orioket 
eeriee whlob he hae not 
been able to attend, 
Padam triee phoning in 
to the Test centre. For 
example, he would wake 
this v^ter at 7.30 am 
thrice a week in the West 
Indies tor his latest Test 
update. 'Ah-hey, wabaa 
paani honey ki koi sam- 
bbaavpa hai ki aabif 


Sambaavaa? What sam- 
bbaama? 

'Rain, year, rain.' 

Oh rain? Padameji. we 
have been swimming in 
Oeorgetown's Main 
Street to the hud three' 
days. Where have you 
been?l 

Only once did Fadam's 
einoerity and sense Ol 
duty put him in a dilem¬ 
ma. McEnroe was play¬ 
ing cauls Lewis to the 
Wimbledon final of 
1084. And Padam. ds 



'.]ihiitmi ■.'-'tepar* 

'phcto’tinkled 'in.a'c<if^: 
'jto. #adim^answrtNid.j|.''.> 


U was fton bmne, IBt 
Hither waa eeito«i^ iB 
; ad^, fird^ ^.Ipcik 4^ 
toio hia laat moments. ' 
could he oome over im^ ^ 
.-.mediate^ ,; • ''p, 

Tim joumallstli out . 0 ^ 
ten Witold have said 
heB with thia final and ; 
wiB aomeoneat the newsr 
desk ptteee insert the' 
bare details whmi the 
matoh has midad’i 

Hot Padam. .'How 
the average sports mi* 
thusiast bothered, 
whether my father ie 
aeripuaily iU or dead?'he 
argue(|. They wiu only 
be ocmpamed with the 
, nature of the report of v 
r the Wimbledcm fixud.’ 
i Emotion versus 4*^ 

I ditetkm. Ebnotion lo^ / 
I Padam oonttoued writ-/ 
ing his Wimbledon 
‘ matoihoopy. Meanwhile, 
a peon ke|^ making 
per$6.dio phone calls- 
back hmne to keep a M - 
on whether Padam’s. 
tothcor was getting ax^ 
better. 

' Padam iqwte f y to tldo- 
■very day that John]- 
MOEnroe saved him.'Thi' 
ntoetorial American die*.' 
posed of ChrlB Lewirto a 
jifiy. Padam’s report en-; 
ded as tost, Hia vtolr^. 
done, te tnUed the 
tar off; its stand. Bt^p^ieilt 
oh tte gas.and w 6 av^;.i 
-his way"horns'. ,.v'' 7 'ji 

r;:: 

Zstrn aliw:But dnlj^ih^' 
: ■•fctoth' 

‘-VMS' ted r iinfaft 'Tte'tejy 


In one of his more peaceful apella, Padampati 
Sharma (oloser to the camera) snooees during a 
Teat to Sri Lanka. 1986. 
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... it crossed the limit. 

Presenting the KB100 RTZ.With the new super-tuned Delta engine. 


We've improved the RTZ's engine. 
It's now got the lotest Kawasaki 
technology. Working for you. 

It's got a unique power-box. The 
resonator. For that superb throttle 
response. Even your fuel consumption's 
improved. By on extra 5 to 7%. 

The RTZ has o brand new cylinder 
block. With 28% more cooling area. 


The result: good driveability at low speeds. 
And cooler running even on long hauls. 

The RTZ has o 'cold' spark plug. It 
lasts longer. And helps the engine run 
cooler. Tne RTZ now comes with 
chrome-plated piston rings. Which 
increases engine life. The new 
polyurethone washable air filter 


is easy to service. 

It's also got a rust-prodf fuel tank. 
Stronger rear shockers. A modified 
muffler. A new fuel filter. And two exotic 
new colours. A rich wine red and a de&p 
bronze gold. 

A word of advice. It's futile to look 
for a better bike. After all the RTZ is an 
unbeatable combination. 



















For once I've had a tension-free business trip. 
Thank God for State Bank Travellers Cheques. 


You have buying power, as long 
as you carry State Bank Travellers Cheques. 
And if they get stolen, destroyed, or lost, your 
money is still safe. Because no one can encash 
your travellers cheques but you. And there's 
no time limit. They can stay with you for years 
without encashment. So the next time you 


travel, take along State Bank Travellers 
Cheques. They're the best alternative to 
money. And you can encash them at over 
35,000 outlets all over India including more 
than 11,000 branches of State Bank of India 
and its associate banks. 




STATE BANK TRAVELLERS CHEQUES, — FOR TENSION-FREE 

BUSINBS TRAVEL 















YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 



THE SPOUTSmRLD'MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 







Choice flom Marine Spoits, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 
Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 for two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you. 

Following are the books you can choose from 
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Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of: Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 
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Lt'ndi me! Samantha 
wtion stie was 15. Now 
she IS 21, 


“If 1 was hurt 
by the 

criticism (of 
being cold on 
court) I 
would have 
been dead by 
now. The 
people 

should not be 
allowed to 
write about 
me unless 
they have 
met me” 


EXCLUSIVE 


“Sometimes 
Samantha 
wants to go 
on holidays 
and 1 do not 
feel like it. So 
we go to the 
(Caribbean 
and I get 
bored to 
death. It’s 
something 
she likes to 
do, so I do it” 



If you*ve ever wondered 
what a multi millionaire 
world champion does 
when not playing...then 
read on...Ivan Lendl 
talks about his 
off-the-oourt life 




ENNIS 
multi- 
xnillionaire 
world 
champion 
Ivan Lendl 
carefully 
unwraps the 
clingfilm 
ftom his home-made 
wholemeal sandwich 
and chews over the 
suggestion that he’s an 
MCP. 

“A male chauvinist 
pig?” he ponders, 
apparently in blissful 
ignorance of such a 
strange mythical beast. 
, •‘W2iozne?"Yes,you 
tivan. 


Here he is at 29, the 
world’s top player 
refusing to name the 
day he’ll make an honest 
woman of Samantha 
Frankel. 

She is the loyal 
shadow constantly at his 
side, or on the sidelines 
watching his every 
serve, volley and smash, 
calming his prematch 
jitters, massaging his 
ego in victory, his 
broken heart in defeat 
and his tired muscles 
whatever the scoreline. 

She is the beautiful 
child-woman he courted 
when she was a 
schoolgirl of IS, and 


who has relinquished a 
normal life and career 
on the altar of the 
international tennis 
circuit. 

For career read carer. 
Her job is to care for 
him, attend to his every 
need. 

To her, it’s no ball and 
chain. She happily 
sports the more glitzy 
emblems of office; an 
enormous sapphire 
engagement ring and a 
heart-shaped pendant 
glittering with 
diamonds. 

She sits demurely by 
his side, slender as a 
raopiet handle, dark 













Lendl s other side: A 
fanatic goiter, he is the 
only non-golfer to 
endorse golf clubs 


\ 




brown eyes and clear 
olive skin without a 
trace of make up. 

Politely she poses with 
her lean, tanned hunk of 
a champ, switching on 
her pretty smile for the 
camera. 

Unlike 

career- hungry women 
her age, she can look 
forward to a few more 
years of acting as 
Lendl's Girl Friday—and 
Saturday and 
Sunday—his social 
secretary, housekeeper, 
lover and wardrobe 
mistress. 

“Samantha is the most 
important person in my 
life," says Lendl. "But 
marriage—that’s a 
tough question, it’s 
tough to answer. 

“I like to give 
everything I have to 


what I am doing. If I get 
married and have a 
family I would be 
cheating 
someone—either 
cheating the family or 
cheating tennis. It 
wouldn’t be fair to 
Samantha or the kids 
and it wouldn’t be fair to 
my tennis. 

“I have two, three or 
four years left playing 
tennis at this level, 
that’s my guess, and if I 
work 90 per cent it’s not 
good enough for me. 
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“I like to give everything I 
have to what I am doing. If I 
get married and have a 
family, I would be eheating 


someone... 








1 tu' sonous l.ec.il 
Giving hks opponon'. the 
look . Notice the putt ol 
ttie ri'sm He Keeps it in 
tiis porke! to pul on tiis 
grip 




"Samantha 
luidentanda it. Even 
though I am 2e I am still 
growing peraoimUy in 
terms of my soul. When 
I wss SO and someone 
had kids around. I 
couldn’t stand it for two 
minutes. 

“At 26, on Mondays I’d 
love kids and on 
Tuesday I hated them. 
I’m not ready for them, 
and until I am ready to 
have kids. I wouldn't 
want to marry.” 

So will he marry 
Samantha? “I hope 

so.eventually?” 

She is the calm 
eye at the centre of 
this stormy 
perfectionist who 
admits; “I am not the 
most patient person you 
have ever met. I demand 
perfection from myself 
and I expect it from 
others. What I hate is 
sloppiness. I hate it 
when someone only does 
half a job—I could 
strangle the guy. So 
Samantha deals with it. 
She is more calm and 
I>atient.” 

“We complement each 
other. In terms of 
tennis, she helps me by 
making sure I don’t have 
distractions. She makes 
sure the only thing I 
have to worry about is 
my game. 

“Isn’t it just a 
super-secretary’s role?” 
It’s much more than a 
secretary—much more 
than that. There are 
many times when 
friends come over and 
she understends 
without asking me if I 
want to see them. 

“In a relationship 
there are sacrifices both 
ways—and her part of 
the sacrifice is the time 
and she helps me during 
tournaments and at 
home. Whenever I win 
it’s her success too. ” 

So what sacrifices 



does he make? 

“Sometimes Samantha 
wants to go on holidays 
and 1 don’t feel like it. So 
we go to St. Martin in 
the Caribbean and I get 


ON JIMMY 
CONNORS: 
“He’s 
amazing in 
terms of 
being 37 
years old.I 
just don’t 
know how he 
does it. His 
body must be 
hurt left and 
right’’ 


bored to death. I would 
rather sit at home 
because I am there so 
little. The girls like to sit 
on the beach for days, 
but 30 minutes is 
enough for me with my 
skin,” says the freckled 
Lendl. 

"It’s something 
Samantha likes to do so I 
doit.” 

Samantha, who first 
met Czech-born Lendl at 
her father’s Caribbean 
hotel, bristles. “My 
father wouldn’t have 
liked to have heard 
that.” 


A nd she has an¬ 
other gentle go at 
him when 

discussing his pet hate; 
shopping. 

“Don’t even mention 
that word. I hate 









“I was Martina’s ball-boy” 
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aldnny arms, aoutOed 
aoroeathstesonla 
oourt to retrieve a baU 
for his idol, Martina 
Navratilova. Tbatwaa 
in their home town of 
Ostrava, 

Gaeohoalovakia, 18 
yeara ago. Since then 
the nu^eetio Martina 
haa become 
Wimbledon champion 
eight times. 

Today that same 
ball 1 x 7 is the world’s 
No. 1 player, the first 
to have amassed a 
massive $20 million 
in prised money 
alone. 

Lendl admits he's 
(Aaeased about 
Wimbledon—as he ia 
about winning every 
other tournament. 

"I am obseaaed with 
all of them, not Just 
Wimbledon. We talk 
about it m(»e because 

I havmrt won it." It’s a 
far cry ftrom his 
childhood. 

Bfartinaisfour 
years older than me, 
and when she started 
winning she was 16.1 
was just a ball boy in 
our home town, I was 

II or 12 when she 
was winning 
championships. It 
.someone wins that 
much you have to 
admire them,” he 
says. 

Being fit is of 
paramount 
importance to Lendl, 
and he admits his one 
profieesional regret is 
that be didn’t 
concentrate enough 
on that as a young 
player. 

"iiarlisrlaiDy 



career I wasn’t in 
good enough shape 
and lost matches 
because of it,” he 
saye. 

"If Icould have that 
time baok.1 would use 
more medical factors 
in terms of diet and 
training. Idon*tmean 
steroids but usiztg 
machines to test your 
oxygen and blood 
pressure to work out 
optimum training. 

"If I could turn back 
the dock I wouldn't 
have laughed at my 
parents when th^ 
said don’t drink 20 
g la a mo eofOocaOolaa 
day. I laughed at my 
father for saying 
that, but when you 
are yoongyou think 
you kno w be tt w.” . . i 


Now, older and 
wiser, the 
non-drinker, 
non-smoking Lendl 
keeps hie muscular a 
ft 2 in physique in 
trim with a diet heavy 
on carbohydrates, 
pasta, chicken and 
fish but light on fat 
and red meat. 

And he keeps his 
lu 7 fever at bay with 
ii^ections and pills. 
Hay fever is ncA the 
reason why gi4ss is 
his least-favourite , 
surface. 

"I don’t play 
enough on 

grass—only 22 days a 
year. It is in ho way. 
oomparalde to other 
surfSces. 1 cant piay 
to my ati^ngths ah 


sgalnaiCSIluiiig.vi^ 

: stiumedtheTtmacii 
witk an undsT'anh 
serve in the.tiring 
fifthset? 

"Ibisextremdy ' 
quick and returns 
very wdL” says 
Lendl. 

"I wasn’t ready for his 
underarm serve. lam 
not saying it wasn’t 
sportsmanlike. I 
wouldn’t say it wasn’t 
in the spirit of the 
game. It was how he 
tried to hold 
serve—and he did.” 
About the others; 
Lendl rates Stefan 
Edberg,"avery 
taleqied player.” 

Jimmy Connors: "is 
amazing in terms of 
being 37 years old. I 
Just don’t know how 
he does it. His body 
must be hurt light 
and left.” And Super 
Brat John InfcEnroe, 

"I like the way he 
plays, but I don’t like 
the other stuff.” 

"I don’t think 
shouting belcmgs in 
tennis. Everyone 
loses their temper % 
now and again. I have 
talked to 

umpires—but 1 try to 
keep it down.” 

The sport that has 
madehima 
multi-millionaire, 
with a mansion in 
America, a turbo 
Porscdie and all ttie 
trimmings of wealth, 
is not the be-all and 
end-^ of Lendl’s Ufe. 

"It’s not the most . 
important part of my 
lifk,” be ttttintaina. 
"That’sSamantha. 

"TenBis has been 
goodtQmB.?i^hsn.l. 



shopping.” Lendl says. 

“W^en Samantha says 
I need some pants or 
coat the smile 
disappears from my 
face.” 

"It's a very tough life 
because everything gets 
brought to the house for 
you Jo choose,” she 
teases. 

Lendl can always 
avoid shopping by 
pleading 

colour-blindness. He 
can’t distingruish dark 
or pale blues and greens. 
No problem, of course, 
pinpointing the yellow 
ball hurtling over the 
net at over 100 mph. 

He even had to consult 
Samantha on the colour. 
of his Porsche 944 
turbo. Silver-red 
metallic was the 
consensus. 

Back home at the 
Connecticut mansion, 
Lendl puts the brakes on 
his jet-set life-style to 
breed alsatian dogs and 
play ice hockey. 

“This year we haven’t 
been home much .just 
five weeks,” he says. "All 
this travelling is not 
easy for Samantha. ” The 
couple avoid living out 
of suitcases in hotels by 
ranting houses. They 
lived in luxury in 
Wimbledon. They had a 
cleaner and a cook who 
made mean ham 
sandwiches and enough 
good wholesome meals 
to keep the 
non-drinking, 
non-smoking Lendl at 
his fighting weight of 
l2st albs. Wherayer he 
goes he is inundated 
with fan mail from those 
seeking 

autographs—and things 
more personal. 

“Groupies and fans are 
two different 
meanings,” says Lendl. 

“jl only deal with fans.” 
His staff weed out the 
lurid requests. 


ON JOHN 
McENROE 
**l like the 
way he plays 
but 1 don’t 
like the other 
stuff. I don’t 
think 
shouting 
belongs in 
tennis...! 
have talked 
to 

umpires—but 
I try to keep 
it down” 



“You have the crazy 
letters and people 
coming to the house 
saying they are my 
sister—I don’t have a 
sister. Samantha is very 
good at dealing with all 
that." 

Samantha is very good 
at a lot of things. She 
matches up to the two 
requirements that Lendl 
demands of a wife: 
understanding and 
brightness. But he 
doesn’t expect her to use 


these qualities in a 
career outside the home. 

"Where does a wife 
find time for a career 
and children?” he asks. 
“I suppose you could 
combine the two when 
the kids are 15 or 16”. 

Lendl shrugs off his 
Ivan the Terribly Tough 
image. On court he 
appears stern, 
unemotional, a cold fish. 
“If I was hurt by the 
criticism I would be dead 
by now. I just laugh 


about it. The people 
should not be allowed to 
write about me unless 
they have met me.” 

Off court he show his 
more human, generous 
face. And Samantha will 
look forward to a 
suprise birthday 
present. "It’s a secret. If 
you tell her I have 
chosen it she will bug 
me until I tell her.” 
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MBBjV—^ RECENTLY quiz^ a 

number of top cricketers 
for a magazine 
survey—people like 
, ^B Clive Lloyd, Ian 
^B Chappell, Graham 
^B Gooch, John Wright and 
Malcolm Marshall. ials 9 
know the views of Allan 
Border, Dilip Vengsarkar and Viv 
Richards. They all want an international 
panel of umpires to preside over Test 
cricket. 

So I was disappointed to learn that, 
despite such universal endorsement, the 
ICC have again fudged the issue. 

Every player wants to compete in the 
fairest way, and it has been proved by the 
1987 World Cup, 1986 Pakistan-West 
Indies series, and the Asia Cup in 
Sharjah that neutral umpiring cam 
neutralise any tendencies towards 
complaunts and bad behaviour. 

The ICC are hedging and they will be 
blamed if problems of that nature occur 
from now on. The most encouraging 
feature of the debate is that India and 
Pakistan have agreed that the neutral 
umpires nominated for their 
forthcoming series should be mutually 
approved. This will remove the intense 
pressure on any official asked to stand in 
such a competitive series. 

Touring teams are currently powerless 
in this regard. On successive tours of 
’ Bpgland in 1982 and 1987, Pakistan 
.il^uested that a particiilar umpire 
' should stand in one, rather than the 
ii ar** - 




That is what tfw 
Aagio-Aiistralian 
accord would 


eventuaHy 

moan-penaiisiiig 

fdttbdwler8...Evon 


above aosthotics, 
whyisa 
pushed 
fiiose 


nde 
to 

wbohaveiieHher 
technique nor the 
tempemnent?. 



mooted two Tests. He stood in-twp,pn. 
both ocpasions. 

Yet, what I really cannot underkanc^is^ 
why the ICC even considered a bouncer 
limitation. The umpire has the hardest 
job in cricket; indeed, the heaviest 
workload among all sporting officials. 
But instead of relieving it, England and 
Australia want to increase it. Judging 
what constitutes a bouncer involves a 
host of variables. Picture Sunil Gavaskar 
facing Curtley Ambrose in Perth, with 
every ball above the wicket-keeper’s 
head, passing Gavaskar's shoulder en 
route. On a bouncy pitch like that, you 
may as well tell your bowlers not to bowl 
fast, and that is what the 
Anglo-Australian accord would 
eventually mean—penalising fast 
bowlers. 

In the make-up of any batsman, 
courage is the crucial com^nent. I have 
seen a many talented batsman fail to 
reach the top because they haven’t had 
the guts to play quick bowling. It 
requires technique too. Only a foolish 
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fast bowler bowls short to batsman 
possessing the technique to cope. 

One had only to see Javed Miandad 
duck up to three bouncers an over during 
the first Test between Pakistan and the 
West Indies last year, to realise that if a 
batsman has the technique, any bowler 
overdoing the short pitched stuff can 
look very silly. 

By the time the Miandad-Shoaib 
Mohamnied stand was over, the West 
Indian pace bowlers had exhausted 
themselves doing just that. We passed 
400 and won by nine wickets. In the next 
two Tests, the West Indian attack 
reduced their short-pitched missile 
deployment considerjibly and were far 
more effective. 

Some, like Richards and Richie 
Richardson welcome short-pitched 
bowling as their principle source of runs. 
For most batsman, the hook is the most 
difficult and satisfying of shots. It is 
equally marvellous to watch. A 
one-bouncer per over limitation could 
mean its extinction. 


9^ 
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Even above aesthetics, though, why is 
a rule being piished to protect those who 
have neither the technique nor the 
temperament? 

The strange thing is that England and 
Australia are the proponents. I heard few 
complaints while John Snow bounced the 
Australians in 1970-71, or when Lillee 
and Thompson were causing mayhem 
between 1974 and 1976. 

Yet when the West Indies began 
turning their series against England and 
Australia into one-sided romps, and of 
course, one-sided rubbers, they provoked 
the home press into clutching at straws. 

Short-pitched bowling also becomes 
more noticeable on uneven wickets, such 
as Melbourne turned out to be for the 
third Test between Australia and the 
West Indies last December. The 
arguments then centred on speed rather 
than length—smd the West Indi§p ha(^|;,the 
fastest bowlers. > ^ Z 

My advice to thosenvho do struggle is: 
practise playing bouncers as assiduously 
as you would any other shot. Before 
Pakistan went on that Caribbean tour, we 
held special intensive sessions for two, 
and a half weeks, throwing short pitchj^ 
deliveries at every batsman with a 
ball. 

In any case, if a bowler does transgress 
in this area, umpires are armed with Law 
42, which, if anything, should be 
enforced more strictly. Reports suggest 
that some English Test players are going 
to South Africa this winter, among them, 
some of the better players of 
short-pitched bowling. If true, it may 
prove a blessing in disguise. 

Because England have the largest pool 
of playing resources in the world, there 
will be plenty of alternatives to those 
likeliest to be tempted; those on the Test 
periphery and those with families to 
support. 

Yet, English Test players are the best 
paid in the world. And how can playing 
in an unofficial series give you the same 
feeling of pride that representing your ' 
country in a bonallde Test does? 

Ultimately, a national cricket team 
needs those who have a burning desire to 
play. Money can never instil that, and 
England will be well rid of anyone who 
goes to the Cape. 

Maybe the young crop will come 
through—and with a different attitude. 
The worry is that if players risk a 
five-year ban and then return, last 
winter’s ICC resolution will be sabotaged. 


Tht affieli ««fyeh appsarBd in TlMDaily TBtfQTBph wfti wntien totorc (h« 
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'7 Have Learnt 
My Lesson'' 

The English cricket captain clarifies his stand 
on Press Conferences 


By David Gower 


// 


I T’S amazing what one has to do 
in an endeavour to rid oneself 
of a ‘laid-back’ image but by no 
means surprising that the 
attempt was doomed to failure. I 
can thus assure you that I am now 
back,.at least temporarily to my 
norm^self^. 

In case you haven’t quite got my 
drift yet, I’m referring to my 
unusually hasty exit from the 
Saturday-night Press conference 
during the Lord’s Test, which 
obviously ruffled a few feathers 
among the wise old owls and gave 
more fuel for everyone to use on 


their next two days’ literary 
efforts. 

Leaving aside the apparently 
favourable response from the man 
in the street, the ubiquitous Joe 
Fhiblic, 1 thought I might delve 
gently into the build-up to such a 
moment. 

I suppose it is safe to say that it 
had been a highly frustrating day 
for all of us, players. Press and 
spectators alike—all save the 
Australian population on the 
ground at Lord’s—and that from a 
position at the start of the day 
when we were all hopeful that the 



previous day’s excellent efforts 
might be continued and the 
Australian innings brought to a 
timely conclusion. Over 500 
Australian runs on the board and 
already three English wickets 
down was not quite according to 
plan. 

As ever, there would be those 
happy to suggest that there never 
actually had beqn a plan, but on a 
day like that any plan is in danger 
of being ripped up in favour of 
something different. Opinions 
seemed to have been harmonised 
somewhere in the upper regions 
of the Warner Stand that there 
had been, among other things, a 
cock-up on the ’ends* front. It 
didn't matter who had been 
bowling, they had all been doing it 
from the wrong;® 0 igt«^^-««. 

Granted, Neil yoa|iatl »J j>< ^le£: 
his best spell of tlie series ttmiMSEEj 
Nursery end on the previou^ ’^.. ■ 
afternooi^ Qrapted, Paul JarviA 
probeibly prefers to bowl at the 
pavilion end. Granted, John 
Emburey did not get a chance to 
see if Merv Hughes could reach St 
John’s Wood Road without the 
electronic (sometimes) scoreboard 
intervening. 

In fact the original plan had 
been for Fossie to switch to the 
Nursery end after a brief go down 
the slope and after Graham pilley 
had completed what was hoped to 
be a hostile opening burst. As it 
happened, Neil and I both agreed 
ttiat etf he seemed to be bowling 
well where'he waa and had 

la Bngliah ortoketin suoh dire 
straits that (from left) Oower, 
Emburey, Botham and Lamb 
require Aquatic Airways to 
provide a seaplane for a qpilok 
getaway? 





already passed the bat several 
times we would forego the switch 
and let him continue, thereby 
setting the tone for the rest of the 
day. 

For the sake of the record, 
which will doubtless be noted and 
shredded at the earliest 
opportunity, I have always tried to 
make a point of working with my 
bowlers to make sure they get as 
neai^ as dammit what they want. 
And I plan to continue that way. 

So the scene was set for a fair 
amount of playing and missing 
and inside-edging, but also plenty 
of by now familiar copybook 
Waugh, whose 152 was again of 
immensely high quality. His 
supporting cast at times 
overshadowed him, Lawson being 
the more productive partner of 
their stand if not the convincing 
stylist (I know he won't take 
offence). 

As so often, when the fielding 
side eventually gets its chance, 
batting suddenly seems hard 
again, and somebody has to be 
unlucky. I remember ‘Foxy’ 

Fowler at Auckland, caught 
behind offHadlee for nought „ 
having fielded for two days, 
thinking that this was not a very 
fair game, and this time it was 
Graham Gooch (trapped by the 
demon Alderman) who then had 


If your tewi toon ^ ywan 

ptitoo foryourmonM jf youort 
onihoiopoif thektoatotobo 
roassuringlyoptiinhtie 


plenty of time to ponder the same 
iniquity. The fact that two more 
wickets fell and brought the 
captain to the crease that evening 
added insult to injury. And so to 
the conference! 

Now I fully realise the 
obligations that are part and 
parcel of the job and have 
generally been relatively happy to 
help these little get-togethers 
along—certainly compared to one 
or two of my colleagues past and 
present who need no further 
mention here! One potential value 
of the Press conference is that it 
should provide an avenue to 
discuss exactly the sort of problem 
we were talking about earlier; 
why or why not were people 
bowling at various e^ds at varjpus. 
times? I have nothing %ainsf''' 
Messrs Selvey and Edmonds 
attempting to use the time to 
clarify a point that needed exactly 
thq^tt'And I apologise that it was at 
'that moment that the fuse blew 


STOP PRESS 

Has He? Gower Does It Again! 


WWAVff^writtm.tbisiutiple in defeaqe otliiawalk-aiitj^m the 
MMPre^ CoAference. during the LardSe-fhsie, ^vid Gower went 
and did it all over again during the JjifftiodAbluded Old Trafford 
Teetf Sche^ul^ tQ.ia 0 ei,the Preee—npt his heat Meade anyway— 
with Ai0i»liahayipg-ifrinly settled into the driver’e seat, Gower 
,Mapt)'iiy^-l6'okCJil^r&oi^^ ofjoamalista and allowed Mickey 
GtiSv^^tpbhg^apager of the English team, to face the barrage of 
\qif^pn8. When quemtloned about the skipper’s absence. Stewart 
repl^ii: *Tn the light of the continued attacks he has had, both 
personal atuiin sonw oases abusive, we fbU it would not be tiki 

fbr a tidklng off 
pk^jtp an cSfkksSw gesture'nkile by 
him the second time in thisseriea. 


, n Jiav» na^deti IDbyid of hk rseppokmUss in this area and I 
bavs'hk asmrsnt^ that fhke wiU W'da^dpetiSon.’’ ' ' ’ 

Witit tvm tasto ip ^ aad.Q^^ thefUtkin 

^ he allawad to'remain at the helm, we’ll 

Juk bak^'lp kak . y ..y 


and I decided that there were 
better places to be. 

At these conferences we are all 
playing a fairly hackneyed game, 
the basics of which revolve around 
whether your side is winning or 
losing. If your team is on top you 
are required to supply words of 
praise for your men, who have 
excelled themselves, and say 
graciously how pleased you are 
with your team’s efforts. If you 
are on the ropes, taking a bit of a 
battering, the idea is to be as 
reassuringly optimistic as 
possible and convey absolute faith 
in your team’s ability to fight on 
and save the match. Headlines 
along the lines of 'Gower says it 
will be all over by Monday teatime' 
are not what we are after. The 
game is that basically everyone- 
knows what you're going^iwsify. 
You merely hqye to be>ih*^ tonsay 
it. ... I't- 

, Hence I made an ill-judged and 
badly-performed bid to lighten 
proceedings by suggesting that 
everyone consult their notebocks ' 
to see what we h^ said at tha ’’ - 
same point during tlie Heamngley 
Test. The fact that I was mol's than 
a little hacked off with the day and 
its events meant that any trace of . 
levity in my voice was completely 
swamped by the-tension within 
me. The Telegraph at least 
realised I was trying to be flippant 
but judged the attempt a serious 
breach of etiquette and demanded 
to be taken seriousfy^no trace of 
the huqmur of ‘Commons Sketch’ 
-there! 

I have to admit to having put 
more pressure on myself by 
wanting to be at the theatre by the , 
time the curtain wertt up at 7.30. 

I have learnt my lesson, ^^ext 
time we must be in a commanding 
position (those were the days, last 
time round in ’85!), and just in 
case we are not, I had better start 
looking for a show in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, which 
means the-taxi will be ready, 
engine running on the dot of 6.30. 

Do not worry, gentlemen of the 
Press. I shall continue to meet my 
obligations as best I can, and of 
cdlirse I know how much you, as 
well as we, would like to be 
disciming a successful England 
performance next time we meet. 

WISOEN CRtCKET MdNThn.Y 
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Who is the greatest tennis player 
of them all? 


G eorge LOTT, a former all-time great and 
member of the International Hall of Fame was 
asked recently by World Tennis mag^ine to 
choose, ‘Who’s the best tennis player of all time?’. 

Lott perhaps had the best credentials to perform this 
task, for as he says, “It’s been my privilege to have 
played 9 of the 20 players I’ve chosen for my 20 
all-time list. The other 111 have watched either in 
person, on television, or both." 

Explaining his unique scoring system, Lott 
added, “In attempting to pick the greatest of them all, I 
discarded the traditional method of adding up various 
championships and declaring a winner. This formula 
might be fine for a one year ranking but it simgiy 
doesn't work for any all time list. The rankings in the 
box that accompany this article are based on what I 
saw during 68 years of play and observation. 

The criteria are also based on the qualities any great 
player must possess. 

Using the 0-10 system of rating the different skills of 
each of the 20 players provided an accurate appraisal 
of their talents. I based my grades on the best each 
player had to offer at the height of their career. 

After ranking the Top 20, Lott also goes on to draw 
up a hypothetical ‘tournament of all time’, where he 
explains who would beat whom and why. 
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power game got under way, tt was 

Katie'bar-the-door-Len^l d. 

Cdednon. At^e of baselliliers, with 
I^ndt jua a bit better. A five-hour test 
of wUb. ' • 


; :!i|ewcoiiibe» >A’tildse-:.. 

, lendl was better hi 4 X 

1 gories_Keamer d. JoliMtOjtt. ^ | 

t The turnirtg .point here wa? tJondl';'' j,!.' 
tioning. Johnston m out of gas In fbe' 
fifth.... Laver d. Emeratm. The \<' 
Rocket was too strong in every phase. ' ’\ 

erf the game_HoaddLCoriiet So ' ^ 'Z- 

k>ng as Codiet todk the ball on die. •'> 
rise and kept his touch, he was fti the.. .., 
match. Hoad eked out the dUrd s^: > 
Cochet saved himself for the fifth ^ ; 
after w early break in the fourth, fajt 
Hoad broke at 7-all to clinch.... Itl-. 
den d. Gonzalez. A .stormy encoun-' 
ter between two strong tempera* - 
ments. One service break in each set . 
decided for Tiiden. 

OUMmunNALS 

McEnroe d. Budge. McEnroe pra *^4 
vailed with a more aggressive 
versatile game^.. . Vines d. tjdmit'. 

. Lendl itlff-armed a high forehand 
; 1 ^ 11 ^ tvlde in the ninth game of the \ 
fourth set, Which gaye^Vines the cru>'. 

; clal break.... Laver d. Enunee^^J^iNi: f 
nis at its best Kramer lost a bit of \ 

I touchonjtofservewhenhesuffcreda . 
bli^ on his right hand ¥ 7-all in the ; 
fifth set, but what a matdit... Tildt;Ssi il { 
d. Hoaid, Class prevatibl. ty^i 

■Mcj&tt^' d. Vines. One service 
oreaic in each set. Mac’s touch wph 

out_TI|dend.Laver,A|four-and- . 

a-half-hour classic with TlldCT s pass-1 i 
ing shots turning the ti(&[3%dally i i 
an ^off-speed 1 backhand crosscoUrt i i 
tha t earn p d th^ decisive blWMOB the J f 
fifth set. ■ ‘ ‘ . 

nNAL 

. Mejiarof d. JUden. A match pitting 


wftft'heiO^r, player ba<iMt^'*down. 
McEnroe’s strength pulled him 
throii^,"and he had ho weakh^ 
Tiid^ ;td ^lolt.TiJden's seri^. 
yn$ "it ckambtfoall—a hit-j^-iiug^: 
but -McEnroe jobbed effective^, 
enough fo get a second crack at a 
passing shot □ ' 
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(Clockwise ftrom (top); Don Budge, 
Ken Rosewsll, Bod Laver . Big- 
Bill Tllden, 










lose to the Folish-Czech border, lies the sooty 
industrial town of ‘Ostrava’—where bom 
among the ftimes 29 years ago on March 7 
was a'ghostl with a face seemingly set in 
rigor mortis—Ivan Lendl. And if the ha\inting 
Ivan flogged and smoked amd whipped his 
groundstrokes with a ball machindb rapidity 
and consistency, he inadvertently fuelled 
rumour over his machine-like play, by 
saying, 'Ostrava is called the Metal heart of Czsechoslovakia’. 

So what was Ivan? A new wave product flx)m a greasy factory, a 
mechanical toy, the sort you have to wind up before a match? 

It was then, very easy to dislike Ivan Lendl, to be unfair to him. 

In a circuit of poetic Vilas, dancing boy Oerulaitis, smouldering 
McEnroe, strutting Connors, iceberg Borg, where did this aloof 
and unfriendly kid fit in. "My image problem could be attributed 
to language difflculties” said Lendl. If he tried to be funny, he 
said, they couldn’t understand him. 

So what if his game was hot, very hot. It had no flair, no culture, 
sensitivity, no slicing serve and volley, no grace, no visual 
attraction. The crowds were not enamoured by him. The 

press never loved him either. And whether it really affected Ivan 
one never knew—well he certainly didn’t believe so: “My mission is 
not to excite the crowds, my mission is to win". 

Problem, of course was that Ivaui wasn’t winning. Oh, there 
vrore 44 and 66 match winning streaks in 1981-83. Seemingly 
irrelevant as the big ones continued to evade him. Cement in his 
elbow? A fl-agility of temperament? So it seemed, as Lendl danced 
in the rankings between No. 6 and No. 2 (1960-1983) unable to 
secure a Orand Slam title. By the end of 1983, McEiuroe had won 
two Wimbledon titles and three US Opens. Connors had added one 
Wimbledon and two US Open to his collection in the 80‘s. Even a 
young 17 year old upstart, Mats Wilander, had won a major, the 
French in 1982. Lendl’s cupboard was as bare as old Mother 
Hubbard’s. 

And then in the long hit summer of’84’, this man, conversant in 
six languages, Czech, Slovak, Oerman, Russian, Polish, 


BY ROHIT BRIJNATH 








Etiglish, wrote for 
himself a sttinning 
preface to an 
extraordinary career: 

On dusty shale in a 
sunshine French final, 
down 3-6.2-6 to 
McEnroe, as all looked 
predictably lost, the 
missing piece in the 
Jigsaw of Lendl’s brain 
fitted finally into place. 
Slugging niijilessly 
from the baseline, 
patient and dynamic as 
McEnroe’s 
concentration levels 
sank lower and lower, 
Ivan prevailed 6-4,7-5. 
7-5. C’est formidable. 

If this was the 
introduction, then the 
first chapter would take 
a year to be written. It 
came in autumn 1985, 
ancLit was necessary 
reading for all critics 
inclin^ to believe that 
the French result was 
due more to a negative 
McEnroe than a positive 
Lendl. 

At the US Open. 
McEnroe, New York’s 
fiesty son, was 
unmercifully 
guillotined 7-66-3 
6-4.. .Lendl’s domination 
of him was sensational 
and complete. The Czech 
was unarguably nokr the 
‘best tennis player on 
planet Earth’. The 
tremendous significance 
of this victory for Lendl 
is best described by 
hceelanoe writer Angela 
Oaudioso when she 
interviewed the new 
champion: “One photo 
stands out among the 
many in Lendl’s gray 
stone Oreenwich 
mansion. It sits on top of 
his white Steinway baby 
grand piano, and shows 
Lendl and McEnroe after 
the 1985 US Open final 
when the Czech 
cemented his mastery in 
straight sets. The photo 
is astudy of contrasts: a 
Jubilant Lendl 




juxtaposed against a 
devastated McEnroe. It’s 
there for visitors to gape 
at and for Lendl to gloat 
over when he thinks of . 
the years when he 
wasn’t No. 1". 

Since then till this 
very moment; barring a 
brief cameo hrom 
Wilander, tennis has 
been completely 
dominated by him. And 
like Borg and Connors 
and McEnroe before him 
Lendl, style wise and 
otherwise, made a 
unique contribution to 
the game. He hurdled 
across all previous 
ftontiers of athleticism 
and titness, his training 
regime so incredibly 
ruthless, so admirably 
disciplined. If a match 
goes into the fifth hour, 
put your money on Ivan. 

His backhand and 
serve were hardy sure 
strokes, but it is his 
forehand, a whippy, last 
second wiist snap 
stroke, which is 
awesome.. .a forehand 
now considered ‘the 
most formidable ever’. 

Once the game and 
mind were harnessed 
together, Lendl 
produced absolutely 
stunning runs of 
consistency. No. 1 for 
156 successive weeks, in 
the 26 Grand Slam 
singles he played firom 
1983 till now, he has 
won 7, been inrfinals, 
and never lost before the 
pre quarter finals. In the 
last 20 years, few, very 
few, can lay claim to 
such brilliance. 

"Of course it's possible 
to be regarded sa an all 
time great without 
winning Wimbledon, 
look at Boeewall. 'But it 
helps” —Lendl a few 
years ago 

Before embarking on 
this final chapter 
(Wimbledon 1989} on 
Lendl, it is worth noting 



that with his change of 
image, (more relaxed, 
jocular, less g^uarded) 
came a new adulation 
from the public. There 
had been for some time a 
discernible respect for 
his game, now came a 
feeling for the 
man.. .Wimbledon this 
year, he, Ivan Lendl, 
was sentimental 
favourite. 


IVAN LENDL 
GRAND SLAM RECORD 


1914 

1985 

1988 

1987 

1988 

1989 

Rd16 

SF 


SF 

SF 

W 

W 

F 

W 

W 

QF 

Rd16 

SF 

Rd16 

F 

F 

SF 

SF 

F 

W 

W 

W 

F 



FREMCH QF W F W W QF 
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US OPEN F F W W W F 

OTHER MAJOR CHAMPIONSHIP WINS 

WCT FINALS-1982/85 

WCT Tournament of Champions-1982'85 

The Masters-1981-82/1982-83/1985-86/1986/1987 

Davis Cup-1980 

YEAR ENO RANKING HISTORY 

1978:74 1979:20 1980-6 1981:2 1982:3 1983:2 
1984:3 1985:1 1986:1 1967:1 1988:2 
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The one irritation in 
Lendl’s life was than 
tiny tinny voice in his 
ear which constantly 
reminded him of his 
ineptness on grass. And 
although Lendl lost his 
five set semi final to 
Becker this year, that 
tiny tinny voice has 
ceased forever. There 
was absolutely no 
requirement for Lendl to 


Ji 


w vi i ■ ' •' ■ 




..jr 


win Wimbledon to 
excorcise that little 
demon...what was 
necessary was merely a ; 
performance to 
vindicate he was cspshls 
even on grass. Never 
perhaps will Lendl iday 
better on grass. He was 
brilliant. So 

astonishingly sparkling 
was his play for most of 
that match, that he 
could certainly have 
beaten even a ‘good, 
in-form’ Becker. It was 
for him just unfortunate 
that Becker should have 
chosen that moment to 
go into the oaone, to 
ascend a level even he 
hadn’t reached before, or 
perhaps not even 
believed he was capable 
ot. 

But for Lendl it was 
enough. He has proven 
his ability on that alien 
surface. He does not for 
this writer need to win 
Wimbledon ever. For he 
is an all time great now. 
Without question 












THE LURID UFE 
OF MIKE TYSON 


FRANK KEATING 


reviews the newly 


released book TYSON” 


by Peter Heller 


IVE months after 
beating up Frank 
HIH Bruno, the world 
heavy-weight 
champion defended his 
title again. It was 
always doubtful that Mike Tyson’s 
latest opponent, a 29-year-old 
former sparring partner, Carl 
"The Truth” Williams would be the 
man to wrench the scarily 
powerful grip the young man has 
on his championship belt. 

Indeed, you fancy that the one 
person in the foreseeable future 
who might have the beating of 
'Tyson is the champion 
himself~when his spectacular 
and continuing anti-social 
behaviour outside the ring finally 
outpaces the ability of his 
“connections” to cover up. 

Or even, when the money runs 
out. Tyson has vast reservoirs of 
dollars, of course. But he has 
already lost a fortune in 
endorsements in the hectic 
mayhem of the past 18 months. 
And he and his new management 
buddies continue to spend it like 
there was no tomorrow. 

Certainly the whole horrendous 
story seems to be on course for a 
tragedy of quite epic proportions. 
Of all pro prize fighting’s 
unhappy endings, this could be 
the most awsomely gruesome of 
all. 

Tyson was 23 just a few weeks 
ago. Already the tfde has 
everything—except the final 
chapter. How will it turn out? 



Optimists place no more bets. 

The last week in February and 
the first of March, 1988, seem to 
date the traiuna precisely. In that 
time Tyson's father-figure 
manager, Jim Jacobs, died of 
leukaemia: and the boxer married 
the skittish TV sitcom starlet 


Robin Givens. 

It set in train, in 12 months to 
the Bruno fight, a crazy catalogue 
of public and privatg violence, 
bizarre charges and 
counter-charges of manipulation, 
extortion, bribery, adultery, 
sadism and even threats of suicide 










and murder—«U festooned in a 
forest of flying writs and 
spendthrifts’ thousand-doUar 
biUs. 

It has all been set down with an 
unemotional, deadpan simplicity 
by the New York author, Peter 
Heller, whose previoiis book on 
boxing. La Tbia ComerCRobson 
Books, 1975) remains one of the 
classics of the all-time sports 
library. Now, from the same 
publishers, Tyaon, is a blog as 
gruesomely riveting and 
unpleasantly, painfully clinical as 
a legalised assaxilt by its subject in 
the ring. As an expose of pathetic 
sportspage hype and hooray, 
especially in this country, it is 
quite brilliant. 

Heller plays it straight down the 
middle, putting the undisputed 
facts, taking no sides—though he 
patently finds this’ difficult in the 
case of Tyson’s new “gfodfather”, 
the outrageous former jailbird 
with the friesian frizz, Don King. 

For instance, last year, as he 
was desperately trying to woo 
Tyson away from his legitimate 
manager as well as his wife aiid 
mother-in-law. King sent the 
mixed-up young champ a new 
El 10,000 Rolls-Royce after he had 
dented his £100,000 Bentley in a 
minor crash caused when he and 
his wife started fighting in the 
front seat. 

When Tyson finally signed for 
King a few months later, the 
promoter’s first act was to bill the 
boxer for the present. Tyson 
himself was oblivious to such a 
paltry bill, let alone which car was 
which. 

The week after he had 
dispatched Bruno, for example, 
the 22-year-old handed out cash 
for a white Mercedes convertible 
at a Los Angeles car lot, then 
impulsively wandered into 
another saleroom in nearby 
Woodland Hills where he phoned 
King to wire him $205,000 
(£125,000) to buy a 
400-horsepower black Ferrari 
Testarossa. No matter that back in 
his garage at home was a liucury 
Range-Rover, a £70,000 
Rolls-Royce Silver ^ur, a white 
£100,000 Rolls-Royce Comiche, 
the King gilt Rolls, the dented 
Bentley, a Jaguar E-type, a 



Porsche, a Lamborghini and an 
Aston Martin Lagonda. 

When his wife had first left the 
marital home in New Jersey to fly 
to California to begin divorce 
proceedings—a state where there 
is a 50-50 community property 
law; assets split down the middle, 
no argument—Robin, on the way, 
wrote one final cheque against a 
Tyson account. Tyson’s lawyer 
closed the account just in time. 

As Heller says. “By the time the 
cheque reached the Chase 
Manhattan Bank, on which it was 
drawn, for collection later in the 
week, Tyson’s accounts had been 
transferred and it bounced. It was 
written for $581,812 (£360,000), 
payable to Robin Givens 
Productions, and noted in her 
handwriting ‘reimbursement on 
expenses’." ’Two days before that 
Tyson had bought his 
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mother-in-lawagoldensablefur 
coat for $91,00. 

In the last months Tyson has 
forfeited millions in endorsements 
organised cautiously and 
brilliantly by his previous 
management—Pepsi have 
dropped him, so has the 3M 
Corporation, Suntory and Toyota. 
Heller quotes Marty Blackman, an 
advertising consultant who 
specialises in athletes: 

“Companies didn’t research Mike 
Tyson as they should have. He had 
shown a pattern pf unpredictable 
behaviour, so with this guy 
everyone’s wondering ‘what’s 
next?’ We are advising all clients 
to proceed with caution.” 

Heller dispassionately log^ all 
the sexual rampages, the drunken 
violence, the pay-offs to silence 
aggrieved victims of assault, 
physical and sexual—each of the 
two parking attendants attacked 
at the Los Angeles lot withdrew 
their chargees, for instance, after a 
buy-ofi of $105,000 reports 
Heller. 

So, another page, in the name of 
sport was turned on Saturday. 

(>ne drrads to think how the last 
chapter might end. 

‘n* Iwnk a publithad by Robaon 
Book* and S prtoid M £14.9S 
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PICTURES I WA: 


PATRICK EAGAR 
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1-‘Take it easy, Phil 
(Edmonds, blindfolded) 
there's no Entertainment 
Tax on this!' India versus 
England, Lord's, 1986, 


2. ‘Cricket? I thought this 
was rugby*...Ya8hpal 
Sharma tries to run Oavid 
Qoi^er out in the 
Prudential Trophy, 1882. 
Kirmani stands and 
stares 









UCKY TO TAKE 


Wr. Eagar is widely acknowledged as the best cricket photographer in the world at the mor^t. He has bwn a 
regular contributor to Sportsworid and we asked him for this special contribution. John Artott orice narrated 
how he managed to coax Eagar away from his cameras one afternoon for drink at Lord's while play continued 
in the middle. Suddenly a wicket fell and Ariott was apologetic: he had mined Eagar's chance of taking, what 
could have beiwi, a very good picture. "Not to worry," said Eagar, disclosing a tiny remote control gadget in his 

palm.” I got It from three angles." 



J 0 ff Thomson (npt In 
pieturo) almost JustNIas 
m confidenca of a stray 
Auasle signwritar. Ths 
word la 'almost'—Millar 
thwarts it with a rsbound 
catch off Tavara and 
England win tha 
Malbouma Taat against 
Australia by 3 runs In 
1982-83 


Varying amotions on 
tha facas of ths man In 
tha picturs as Mika 
Braarlay turns slastic to 
catch Kerry O’Kaaffe In 
tha Cantanary Taat, 
Malbouma. 








PICTURES THAT PATRICK EAGAR TREASURES 
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Edwin Moses might have 
been Imprassed by the 
effort to clear that 
hurdle...even the umpire 
forces a smilel 


Cricket West Indian 
style...photographed at 
the Queen's Park 
Savannah, Trinidad In 
1973. 
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There are thing s going on in the cricket world tha t we don't know about i 


SUNDRIES 
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inv BJohardft I&ouxiinff baanunrhold tioul^ 

Recurring' haemorrhaid txoubte has farced 
Vivian Richards In z«tuni to the Caribbean without 
making his expected debut for Glamorgan. The 
West Indies captain has had two operations, but the 
problem has persisted. Ridiards hopes to be fit fcnra 
ftiU season with Glamorgan next year. 












John Wright Leading the Kiwis for a short tour of 
Atistralia 

Australian fiist bowler Greg Chmpi^ ftiund a 
ojvelwaytoprcyxxetohiBGtuioeeKuiabra 
Wittaon; he stuck upa banner outside the tourists’ 
dResaing^zocmi during the Lard’s’Test, knowing 
that the televisibn cameras would beam the picture 
to the watohingKiwbra in Thsmania. She accepted. 

WoroesteiBhiie have appointed a Conner 
nightclub bounoer and a Ibnnsr milltaiy pdkieman 
as‘patrol stewards^: die pair have aixeadly ejjected 
more than 26 rowdy troubleniakerB from 
Woroestar's New Road ground. 
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I^rHERntWEIM 


BCYnumagsratworkbeUvvMlaintlMNo. l 
Bngland supporter in AustrABa (though I 
wsa bom hers, of Ztslian parents). Ihave 
'Sorapbooka full of cuttings since 1978*79 on 
Che English players, but one player in 
partioular keeps my interest going: Ian 
Botham. I adore him for his amasing cricket 
ability and charltaUe nature. We can 
purchase peraondllsed oar ntunbm^plates 
here, and I had no other ohoioe than . 
BOTHAM, as you can see hrom the 
photograph. I am proud to drive around, 
even though I am ridiculed and get rude 
remarks from other drivers. 

PATRICIA CASALB, Doncaster, Melbourne. 


Aftei'numerous cjbangBs ofplans, Australia’s 
internalxaialprxigTamme&irtheoanmgwinter 
has been announced: Australia will play two Tbsts 
against Sri iMTika, at Brv^aene (Dec 8~1Z) and 
Hobaii(Dec l&SO), one match against New Zealand 
(Perth, Nov24-28), and three Taels against 
Pakistan, at Mdboume (Jan 12-16), Ad^aide (Jan 
19-23) and Sydney (Fbb 3-7). TheBensonand 
Judges Wrsld Series Cup pr^iminary matches 
invcAving Australia, Sri Ismka and Pakistan, will 
take place between Dec 26 and 20, withtte 

Ojials at Melbourne (Ph 23), Sydn^(Fbb25)and, if 
: needed, Sydney again (Fbb 27). ThematclKBat 
M^boumearesutyecttotheACBandthB 
MelbouiTw Cricket Qubresolvingadiaputeover 
tobacco advertising at theMCO. 


10tOLANDw2IplayiimTaai$m,ttaiPibar<3t ■ 
Wart Jfadiaveaitynastyear. Bis ffoafnartahli 
ae rf Mdals d toendQoApjnB 17. sod the start ofCBs 
j^^IgM^ fifv nwitfr i mf i nn hflfflwinnjittffiwoirfyn 
wa^ (to April 22}toghe OreEaffisai team 
aotae^ilagafatreak. 

The tour iKtg i v pe sB ttrf die ihW test of the 
lOCtiagtaeajsidmpbyenwHbScKdbAIifioait 
Uakmal&ougbmoetiitbeCktIbbean 
gonnmuateriowlumiadioated that tJug wiU 
reepeottbeFOCocaocsd. 

TbeiiiBittneauyia: Jan 24 arrive BazimdOK 
M 3.6 vWitdwardtslatMB(7BAJt 9-12 V 
L mgax dLdaadaCBtKttta)! 14 FIRST ONBOAT 
JNTERNAISONAL (Papt^S^mln, Tiiaidad): 17 
8EOOND ONBDAYINTERNAmiNAL 
(Paetcf-^ett, UrtaUad^ 19-21 vJamata 
OOngatonk 84-Uamb 1 FatSTTSBrCBlagstoa^ 
3 TEmJOm-DAYJmmNATKStAL 
(Kingstm): 6F0VmSQNE4}AY 
INTERN ATTC^ AL (Qeaagetown, Gionns): 9-14 
SECOND 'liis/TMATCH (Qaargatown); 17-80v 
Presid e nfa XI (Ouaraoara FarkJIrinidad); 23-28 
THIRD TEST MATCH (Par tcf-Spe in); 30-AprU 1 
v Barbe doe (Bridgatown); 3 FIBIH ONE-DAY 
INmR NA'nONAL (BrUgetawn); EIOFO VBTH 
WERMATCM (Bridgetown^ 12-17 FWIHTFSF 
MATCH CStJchnlB, Antlgaa,^ 


Sheila Ford, 31, was fined £S00 by Leeds 
magistrates for her semi-naked’streek’during the 
HesdinglyTest. Ms Ford was protesting about a 
£8800 tax bin in respect of her earning from a 
brothel. 

John Wright will captain New Zeeland on their 
shoit tour ofAustralia later this year. The full teem 
is: JO. Wright(capt),M.D.Crowe(vioe<apt), 
J.G.BraaeweH, JJ.Crowe, M.J.Greati3atch, 
RJ.Hadlee, A.N.Jones, D.K.Morriscm, 
G.K.Robertaon, LDSmith, M.C.SnBdden, 
RA.Vanoe.W.Wataan. 


CRJCKEriSA.....FUNNYGAME! 





















riMititeTJiUw imd to Botham flMortoe in the 
TMnr fiwTnp inn nata. lillee’s worda of wiadomhadthe 
dedredefltat: Botham to(* 11 wick^ 


The Independent Adveorttelng Authority has 
purrolng acxmplalnt that the outdoor advertteemont 
ibr Chsttemaine XXXX beer featuiw a parson unto 

the age of 2S-Stave Waugh 




















' A\;iistralia*s 
STEVE WAUGH 
has made a batting 
breakthrough, and 
ROB STEEN 
penetrates the 
unemotional 
facade to find out 
how he ticks 


T HEQaitmaybe 

Chaplin, but the face 
is pure Keaton. Not 
quite the propensity 
for pathos, maybe, 
butdeflnitely a similar 
capacity for impersonating a 
stone holding a royal flush. 

Like Steamboat Bill Jnr, 
Steve (Stephen has always 
lotted and sounded so 
boringly inappropriate) 
Waugh, by his own 
admission, comes across as 
'probably a lot more serious 
than I am’. Uke Steamboat 
Bill Jr he has endured the 
storm and emerged with 
spirit more erect than ever. 

Watching Waugh strike an 
undefeated 350 to light the 
funeral pyres at Leeds and 
Lord’s donated the impression 
of a man bom with a silver bat 
attached to the end of his 
right hand. The possibility of 
him ever wrestling with 
doubters, let alone fear, 
seemed laughable. Why, this 
man had welcomed Viv 
Riohards with three 
successive bouncers ('Viv 
wanted to show his 
authority*)— and livsdl And 
he'd been anointsd'Mister 
Cricket* in 

NaUnattsfeliii 

Waugh possesses that 
ultimate hallmark of batting 
.class: ^ guessing ^ iiow 
many rips he has made 
'wnhout^ peek at the old 
'pmetoardl Although his 
ba%*of •the*hand slower ball 
Ifl moin btihnlng than lifeiVs, 













i\ 



Utynxpii flkbitat ^ 
«1tl£htnow, thtouglii, U ii 
xlifiloult to iiftagine a 
orifdceter with a puiw, mora, 
aU ehoQtnpasalng'Ulent or a 
more phlegmatic . 
temperament. 

Le^ it be forgcstten, 

. however, Just last October 
Waugh was not so much hte 
prodigy who had yet to 
produce as the 

hever>was-who-never>win-be, 
not to mention the 
acupunqture doll of 
Australian crickets Following 
a series of on-and-off'field 
set-tos that made Faisalabad 
'87 seem like a whist drive, 
the Taunton Titan of two. 
months earlier wacnow the 
Lilliputian of Lahore. <?■ '• 

Even now it remains a. 
chapter barely opened yet 
apparently still long closed in 
Waugh's public book. T don't 
really want to talk about it,’ is 
his initial response to my 
dastardly attempt to lure the 
new smd into a revealing, 
indiscreet dic^nosis. 

But the sun is shining and 
the tourists are spending a 
couple of days off at 
Northampton nourishing 
egoe and averages by kind 
permission (rf another 
‘injury-ridden’county. More 
crucially, only nine days 
earlier, a week after his 24th 
birthday, Keaton and Chaplin 
had fus^ to satisfy the 
Waughmongers. At the 27th 
test of Bs^ng, the elder 
Waugh twin had scored a 
' century. It is timafor careful. 
refleotkm. 

T suppose you could say ^ 
that Our experienbes in 
Pakistan were similar to 
; England’s. There waa no way 

were going to win. no ,. 
matter we did. 1 . 


‘.Wouldn’t sdy they were 
.iShedthig^but;..’ • 

. Iteiplte a reviving century 
in |ftW South WbIm’s opening 
Sheffield Shield game against 
Queensland, Waugh still felt 
'under pressure' when the 
series against West Indies 
opened in Brisbane. He did a 
Oatting during Australia’s 
first'd^ capitulation to 'the 
foim horsemen of the 
apocalypse’(as The 
Australiaa billed the 
assailahte). The noose 
tightened. 


If the Union 
Jack trailed 
from Ken 
Barrington’s 
back pocket 
every time he 
marched to the 
crease 
then 

Waugh waddles 
to the wicket 
with a dingo 
lurking in his 
jockstrap. 


Then,* on a Melbourne strip 
that left little to the 
ima^nation and ruined Allan 
Border’s 100th Test, came a 
42'run sonata that its 
composer describes, 
wincingly, as ’the hardest 
innings I’ve ever played: 
everything was fljdng 
straight lU me.’ 

Even so, Waugh still had to 
shut his ears to those who felt 
that a No. 8 without a century 
after 3VSt years might be 
pushing his luck. Indeed, 
although he accepts that 
oi^nally. after nine Shield 
outing, he may have been 


picked tdoffiu^ly fthiiy wwd ..' 
looking (bricmieoiimyoung to 
be tha new Walters*}, 

hedm^Af whirtierhs’d havb 
won thooa^gi^tiaMpa hkd 
he been bomln.^auper’s 
Canterbury aac^pbjMd itpilw 
New SouthWakiit'atbidM. 

Not aurpiiringly> thbrafore, 
Walsh's racollsotiona .c^. 
Friday, June Oa^yidebolOBr. 
Heplaysdov((nthe ~ . • 
signifleanoe. but It j^vKl to ‘ 
be one of the fsW oooksipna tki 
which he hod come in witih no 
Auatraliam ruips to repair. ’ 

'I concentrated betterknd I 
suppose it was just one Of 
those days. I was a bit 
scratchy early on. but when 1 
got into the nineties I. 
thought, shit. I'd better dolt. 
now. On 981 tried to chew 
«)me gum. but there was no 
saliva in my mouth. Thenl 
pushed to (toep point to reach 
100 . It vres a bit of a relief . It .. 
was as good an innings aoTvs 
overplayed.’ 

If the Union Jack traded . 
from Ken Barrington’s ^k . 
pocket every time he marehed 
to the crease for England. 
then Waugh waddles to the / 
wicket with a dingo lurking > 'I 
in his jockstrap. Mis paternal r 
grandmother, Ella May,' 
contacted polio at.18 and was 
told she’d neither talk again 
nor bear children. She did 
both, thankfully. 
Indefatigableness is enddently 
a family trait. 

On the other hand, talk of . 
succeeding ‘AB’ as Australian 
captain is greeted with that 
typical self-effacement. 'I still 
feel I'm playing for myplace, 
or trying to cement jt. iTw 
played 101 consecutive 
internationals but I ngKd to 
become more consie^^. Then 
I'd look at captaincy, a 
hardjob.’ 

Not too hard, surely, for 
Steamboat Steve Jnr. More 
important, even for a nation ; 
ofbruised Poms, this ' 
Canterbury tale baa prpidded. ' 
and will continue to provide, 
nothing but picture. 









Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust 


IF LAWSON DON’T GE 


^ ^ 'VE done 

everything! 
I can to make 
H it as good a 
cricket pitch 
■■as possible 
and now it’s in the lap of 
the Gods” said the chief 
groundsman of the Old 
Trafford ground after 
re-laying the pitch that 
England and Australia 
were supposed to play 
their fourth Test of this 
Ashes series on. He was 
wrong on one count. It 
didn’t take divine 
intervention to decide 
the fate of the fourth 
Test. It just took two 
Australian 

seamers—Geoff Lawson 
and Terry 


HE ASHES SERIES: 
FOURTH TEST, OLD 
TRAFFORD 


Alderman—and even the 
Gods couldn't save 
England as they 
surrendered the Ashes 
for the first time since 
1934. 

Batting first on a 
totally virgin wicket, 
England ran into rough 
seas immediately. 
Lawson helping himself 
to the wickets of Gooch, 
Curtis and Robinson 
while Alderman put the 
scorers to sleep, bowling 
six maidens in a row to 
boast figures of 9-6-13-0 
at one stage. But the 
recovery came in the 
form of Robin Smith 
who compiled a stylish 
century before finally 
cutting a Merv Hughes 
delivery uppishly for 
Trevor Hohns to take a 
catch at deep thirdman. 
With just Neil Foster 






Alderman did the most 
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If A. ALDEBMAN MUST 
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providing some 
assistance with 39 runs, 
Smith was forced to 
push the pace as he ran 
out of partners. 
Otherwise he was worth 
far more than the 143 
runs he eventually 
notched up. 

After helping 
themselves to 447 more 
runs off the decidedly 
amiable English attack, 
*• Australia allowed 
England the liberty of 


David Boon despatches 
the ball to midwiofcet to 
round off an Aussie win 

committing hara-kiri 
yet again. Requiring 
187 to make Australia 
pull on their pads again 
in this Test, England 
waded into the 
quagmire once again. 
Five wickets down for 53 
and the bookies were 
eating bets on an 
innings defeat. 


But Jack Russell and 
John Emburey had 
other ideas. Tucking 
their chins into their 
chests, they stuck it out 
manfully to take 
England past the 
ignominy of an innings 
defeat. However, even 
Russell’s 128 and 
Emberey's 64 could Just 
delay the inevitable. 

Australia, needing 78 
runs to achieve a victory 
that would take them 


3-0 up in the series with 
just two Tests to go, and 
quite confident about 
seeing this through 
with skipper Allan 
Border stating. “It was 
just a matter of time of 
how long it would take 
to wrap it up”, didn’t 
disappoint. David Boon 
having the pleasure of 
sweeping Nick Cook to 
the fence to see 
Australia to a thumping 
nine-wicket victory. 






Even as England sit 
down to lick their 
wounds, there comes the 
news that 16 of their 
players—many among 
whom are currently in 
the Test squad or are 
poised on the threshold 
of making’ their Test 
impac;t felt - are 
planning a two-year 
rebel contract with the 
South Africans. Being 
the masters of self-hype 
that they are, the 
English will try to lord it 
over the rebel tour, 
saying that their best 
players--Messrs. 
Botham, Gooch and 
Gower we presume—are 
still proudly wearing 
the British Lions on 
their chest. 

But a quick glance at 
the scoreboard is 
guaranteed to take the 
roar out of the Lions' 
mouth. Botham, who 
came into this match 
just three days after 
notching up his beat 
bowling performance in 
1 i years, taking seven 
for 85 against Essex 





Robin Smith strokes his way to 143 


while playing for 
Worcestershire, 
certainly seemed to have 
left his magic behind. 
Giving Hohns the 
charge, Botham missed 
the line and was bowled 
for a duck in the first 
innings and made just 
four in the second before 
getting trapped in front 
by Alderman. His 
bowling wasn’t much 
better either: having two 
wickets to show for his 
24 overs at a cost of 63 


Gooch and Gower 
didn’t fare much better 
either. The 
Zapata-mustachioed 
opener getting 11 and 
13 while the English 
skipper managed just 35 
and 15. 

Australia, on the other 
hand, seem to have a 
glut of players in form 
right now. With Steve 
Waugh having hogged 
the earlier part of this 
%ries. he’s still there 
among the runs; a 92 
reminding everyone of 


his awesome hunger 
this summer. Mark 
Taylor, with 85 and 37 
n.o. firom this match, 
and Dean Jones (69) are 
also helping themselves 
to big scores while 
skipper Allan Border is 
celebrating his run of 
victories with K3me 
glimpses of his 
customary elan with the 
bat: his contribution to 
this match being 80. 

Looking back with the 
undeniable advantage of 
hindsight, one would 
have to peg the English 
misfortunes on a 
surplus of one-day 
cricket. They’re playing 
the shots all right, but 
not with the controlled 
patience required for a 
Test match. 

Also, the English 
batsmen all seem to 
think that scores of 
250-ish are good enough 
to see them through. 
With the limited fire 
power packed by the 
bowling, they’re sadly 
mistaken. 

A CorrMiMNident 


Scoreboard 


*■***“’ ’’ Q.GoooheAld»nnanbUwson 

T. Cufti gblyion 22 T.CurtlteBoonbAldwm»n 

® T.Bottn»onlbwL»y» 90 fi 

g.SmiihcHobrabHu9hb» 143 R SnHthcH»blybAklwm«n 

cMbfshbUwmm 

Ktoh^bl^ns 0 lbwAld*rman 

R Russel Ibw Lawson I notout 

J. Embursy Ibw Hohbs 5 bAMsrmsn 

N. Foslsic Bolder bLswson 30 bAldsrmsn 

N Cooknotoul 0 cHs^faHngtiss 

tBiW (lb 2) S 

Tsisi 260 Tslsl 

JS« Si WMlIS. 123, 223, 357. 432. 5140, 8147. 7158, 8234. 9252. 

26-13-49 0, Lawson 33-11-72-8, Hughes 17-6-S5-1. Hohns 27-7-59-3. Wsooh 6-t-2»0 
EstI el wMsS: (2nd inniims) 1 10. 2 23, 3 27, 4 28, 533. 659. 7 201. 8223 9 255 ^ 

BowHsg: Lawson 31-8-81-5. Alderman 27-7.68-5. Hohns 28-15-37-1. Hughes 14.4-2-45-1. Border 3-2-12-0. Waugh 4-0-17C 

M!nMor«ilu8seJbem^^ 85 !%b!ll^liEmhur« 


n “ l?R)b!«l!ml)Emburey 

Q. Marsh c Russell b Botham 47 nolout 

O.BoonbFraser 12 noiotit 

A. BoidSfcRusssllb rosier 80 

0. Jones bBhlam 89 

8, WaughcCuflisb Fraser W 

I. Mealy Ibw Foster 0 

T.Hohntc Cower b Cook 17 

MQ.Hugheec Cower b Cook 2 

C. LaweanfaFreser 17 

T.M. AWerman nM out 8 

SJJ* 16 Ishas 

447 Teial 

Fen, St WllMlr 1135, 2143, 31S4. 4274, 5362. 8362, 7413. 6423. 6423. 

SSSSf Ffwy 3e.%4-65-3.Enibi^ ^.9-116-1. 2M«-a. Botham 24-643-2. 

*ijdnB)’ M-M. Fieaai 104-264>. Emburay .Cook 844-164. 


Emburey 








GeoH Lawson took six 
English wickets for 72 
runs in the first innings 

of the Old Tralford Test 
and helped to bowl out 
the Poms for 260 runs. 





The only batsman to 
stand out while Lawson 
demolished the England 
innings was Robin Smith, 
He had scored 32 and 96 
in the other Test he 
played this summer at 
Lords. At Manchester, 
Smith was last out for 
143 in a total of 260 


Gabriela Sabatini charges a 
massive $100,000 for 
exhibitions. There were 
rumours that the Argentine 
world number three was 
on drugs and these 
were responsible for 
altering her 
physigue and looks 


















JAHANGIR KHAN IS 


OF SQUASH 







V 




ON HOW HE 
MOTIVATED HIMSELF 
DURING THE PERIOD 
WHERE HE JUST KEPT 
WINNING 

Well, I was unbeaten for nearly six years. 
Five years and eight months, to be exact. 
I just kept concentrating on my own 
game. I kept training four-five hours a 
day. running and doing things like that. 
Never did I think that I had got where I 
wanted or anything like that. Even when 
playing tournaments, 1 never looked for 
prize money or records. All I wanted to 
do was maintain a good result and put in 
a good performance. I didn’t have any 


It was really 
hard for me 
because I was 
winning every 
day. And there 
were times 
when it 
beccnne tough 
to stick to my . 

schedule, 
because 1 used 
to get losy. But 
1 managed 


target or auiything like that where I said 
I’ll stay unbeaten for six years. But it was 
really hard for me because I was just 
winning every day. And there were times 
when it became tough to stick to my 
training schedule, because I used to get 
lazy. But I managed. 

ON WHAT FINALLY 
BROKE HIS WINNING 
STREAK 

I had an unfortunate ihlv^ while 
playing in Kuala Lumpur. I fell over and 
broke a Ugament or something on the 
side of my knee and was out for two-three 
months in 1986. By the time I could play 
again, we were in the middle of the 











Intpscthim 
Ocmteer), cmd 
h«r»tp«ctfm« 
ai wall. And 
thara's nothing 
oithisnot 
apaokiiwto 
aoch otnar 
thing. OI 
courtawhan 
wa ploy aoch 
otharwa'ra 
rivolt. but 
Aot'a oil 


I find thot tUa 
naw broad of 
ployan dillar 
from tha didar 
iotinthotthay 
ottoekcdltha 
tima.Thaoldar 
grouo uaad to 
ottcicktoo.but 
only in tha 
sanuBnol or 
thafinol 


season and I hadn't fuUy reoovered 
either. So I didn't toow what to do. 
Eventually, when I took part in the world 
championships, I had been away from 
the game for over two months and came 
into the championships with just two 
weeks practice, and I lost to Ross 
Norman in the final. So that was my first 
defeat after five years and eight months. 
Then I kept winning for another nine 
months, tefore losing again to itodney 
Martin of Australia. And then, of course, 
I lost to Jansher in the 1987 final. 



1987—Jahaa^, Qamar: 
(standing), Janahwr Khan (in blue) and 
Omar Hayat—display their spoils 

ON HIS 

MUCH-PUBLICISED 
RIVALRY AGAINST 
JANSHER KHAN 

Oh yeah, we do get along. I know a lot of 
people have been talking about it, saying 
we don’t like each other and all that. But 
it’s nothing like that. See, in Pakistan’s 
squash, most of the players are from the 
same family; we’re all second or third 
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The Emperor in action against Rodney 

Martin In the final of the 1089 British 
Open 

cousins, so we all get along very well. 
Jansher is the only one from a different 
family. But even he’s been coached 
initially by one of my family members. 

It’s only the age. I mean, we know each 
other and get along well. But he is quite 
younger than me and when I was playing 
at the top level, he was still in the juniors. 
But I respect him, and he respects me as 
well. And there’s nothing of this not 
speaking to each other thing. Of course 
when we play each other we’re rivals, but 
that’s all. 

ON HIS OTHER 
OPPONENTS 

The medn opponent I’ve had so far is 
Geoff Hunt. I’ve played against him about 
eight or nine times and even though he 
was the toughest opponent I’ve played. I 
also ehjoyed playing against him. He’s a 
great peraon as well. After that I’ve 
played many hard matches against many 
good players. I ptoyed the longest match 
against Qamar Zaman: 2 hours and 46 
minutes. I’ve also played some good 
matches against Jansher, Rodney 
(Martin) and (Chris) Oittmar. 



It depends on 
the b^y really. 
It depends on 
how you feel, 
and how many 
injuries you get 
etc. But most 
people ploy till 
they're 30*35. 
Hunt wos 34 
when he 
retired. So UI 
keep ploying# 
rU be oround 
for (mother 8-9 
yeors 



ON HIS ANALYSIS OF 
HIS OWN GAME 

I learn every time I step onto court, and 
I’ve improved tremendously in the 
experience aspect. As far as my game 
g^>es, I can play both games—defensive 
and offensive. Over the last three-foim 
years however I’ve been playing a 
different game in the sense that I attack 
more. I used to play a defensive game like 
Jansher but I’ve been changing my 
game. I would say I’m much better than I 
used to be and am playing my best now. 

ON HOW HE KEEPS 
HIMSELF FIT 

Physically, I’m still fit. I can still play 
two-hour, two-and-a-half hour matches. 
And that’s thanks to my regular fitness 
workouts. A normal fitness workout for 
me would be an hoiu*, an hour ten 
minutes of ninning—that would be about 
eight to ten miles—every day. I do 2(X) 
yard sprints; about 15-20 of those. Then I 
have a session in the gymnasium. Or I 
play squash for two-three hours with 
different players or do drills by myself, 
or with my coach Rahamatullah. So it 
basically works out to five to six hours a 
day, six days a week. 






As for food, I eat anything 1 like. In 
fact, my favourite dish is curry. I really 
ehjoy eating hot food. That’s nothing like 
other top sportsmen who take special 
diets.. .vitamins etc. I eat what I like, but I 
do work very hard. 

ON HOW HE PLANS HIS 
GAME STRATEGY 

It depends on who I’m playing. Mostly, if 
its players whom I’ve played before, I just 
try and recollect what he did in the 
previous matches. Otherwise I do go and 
watch other’s matches, just to try and 
figure out what sort of weaknesses they 
may have. I haven’t started video-taping 
my opponents and studying their game 
yet. ^ far it’s just been watching them 
live. 

ON HIS COUNTRY'S 
RECOGNITION OF HIS 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

I get a lot of respect from the people, and 
even from the government. They’ve done 
a lot for me. I got the biggest award in 
the country for a sportsman—they took 
out a stamp with my picture on it -and 
that, for me, is the biggest tribute they 
can pay me. They’ve also named a sports 
complex in Karachi after me. 

PIA have also done a lot for me. I would 
say they are the only airline in the world 
that does so much for sport. In fact, I 
would say that even the sports 
federations don't do as much as PIA to 
promote sport in Pakistan. 

ON THE IMPACT THE 
NEW RULE CHANGES 
WILL HAVE 

They’ve just changed the rules—made it 
a 17-inch tin and American scoring with 
just one serve etc. There are no dead 
points, no hand in or hand out, so people 
will enjoy the game more. Most people 
couldn’t underst and the game earlier, 
but now they will be able to follow it 
easily. 

As for the game itself, the new rules 
will make it faster. Lowering the tin has 
also given us the chance to become more 
attacking, thereby making the crucial 
points much more exciting. I would also 
say that these rule changes given the 
lower ranked players a chance to 
compete better against the top players 
because if he can win a rally, he can win a 
point. There has been quite a lot of 
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change; and with that has come a change 
of technique. 

ON THE CHANGE OF 
TECHNIQUE SPARKED 
BY THE RULE CHANGES 

I would say that more players will attack 
now, instead of just depending on their 
fitness. This is going to make life 
tougher for everyone, since every round 
of a championships will be tough. 

ON THE NEW BREED IN 
WORLD SQUASH 

The average age of the circuit is going 
down. By the time they come up in the 
rankings they’re just 18—19 and they’re 
really working hard. Obviously 
everyone’s got the same ambition.. .to be 
No. 1 or the world champion. Having 
been around in the circuit for a long 
time, I find that this new breed differs 
hrom the older lot in that they attack all 
the time. The older group used to attack 
too, but only in the semihnal or the final. 
Not in the earlier matches. But now it 's a 
total fight. In fact, you find every type of 
player nowadays: some attacking, others 
depending on their physical fitness. 
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becauae it is an iiidividual sport like 
tennis and is played all over the world. So 
sponsorships aren’t too difficult to get. 

ON HOW THE NEW 
RULES WILL AFFECT HIS 
GAME 

It won’t take very long for me to adjust to 
the changes because I’m still fit enough 
to play a more attacking game. All you 
have to do is play for a couple of days and 
you can adjust; in fact, the first time you 
try it, you really enjoy it. You find it so 
V''.*-. easy. ' 






Jahangir at home is a relaxed, carefree 
man who doesn’t believe that being world 
champion means he has to be pampered 


ON HOW SQUASH 
COMPARES WITH 
OTHER SPORTS 

Publicity wise, it's not really as high as 
other sports, but it’s not all that bad. I 
mean, it’s improved a lot. The only 
problem we have is with television 
coverage: we’ve never got good live 
coverage of squash championships. 
Otherwise it’s a great game. It’s the only 
game you’ll find in all the corners of the 
world. 

I’ve been trying to get the game on TV, 
and I feel that once it does catch on, it will 
really go places. People are more aware 
about the game now than they were five 
years ago, and for that newspaper 
coverage has to get credit. 

Money-wise, things have improved too. 
It’s much better than some other sports; I 
would say even better than cricket 



ON HOW THE NEW 
RULES WILL AFFECT 
ARCH-RIVAL 
JANSHER'S GAME 

He’s very fit and still mainly depends on 
his physical ability. But he’s basically a 
retriever. In today’s rules, auiybody can 
attack and if you can’t retrieve or miss 
one or two points, you're in trouble. 

When you get the chance you have to 
attack as well. But he doesn’t have that 
K>rt of thing. He will have to improve a 
lot on his attacking. But he is young, and 
he will work hard and he will learn. 

ON HOW MUCH LONGER 
HE'S GOING TO STICK 
AROUND 

I’m 25 now, but it depends on the body 
really. It depends on how you feel, and 
how many Usuries you get etc. But most 
people play till they’re 30-35. Hunt was 
34 when he retired, so if 1 keep playing. 
I’ll be around for another 8-9 years. So 
far everything’s okay, but you can never 
tell. 

ON HOW HE WOULD 
ADVICE ASPIRING 
SQUASH CHAMPIONS 

I would tell young people who really 
want to achieve something in the game 
that they have to start from a really 
young age, like 10 or something like 
that. Then they need to have the right 
person to guide them, tell them what to 
do. If you work very hard, I firmly 
believe that you can achieve any target. 

But by the age of 17 and 18. they 
should be breaking into ^e topi, 
rankings. Unless he or she has achieved 
some level of proficiency with the game 
by then, it’s useless. 
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Say to any cricket follower 
‘Douglas Jardine’ and the 
invariable reply will be‘Oh. 
Bodyline. ’ The tone of that 
comment though, will vary from 
the mildly, sometimes 
half-apologetic, note of triumph 
for the Englishman to genuine 
indignation on the part of an 
Australian. It is no exaggeration 
to say that, among Australians, 
Douglas Jardine is probably the 
most disliked of cricketers. 

The first point to be argued 
against the attitude is that the 
1032-33 England-Australia series 
in Australia was only a relatively 
small phase in the career of a 
highly capable cricketer, Jardine 
played first-class cricket between 
1920 and 1848, though little in 
the last dozen of those years; 
during the period, he scored 
14,823 runs at an average of 
46.00. In his 12 Test matches, 
however, he made his 1296 
runs—and this is the crucial 
contrast between the ordinary and 
the truly purposeful Test 
cricketer—at an average of 48. 



John Arlott shows D. 
R. Jardine to be 
something other than 
the tight-lipped 
assassin of the 
bodyline campaign 


Six feet tall, leanly built, with 
sharply cut features, an aquiline 
nose, something of an autocratic 
attitude, and absolutely fearless. 
Douglas Robert Jardine was 
physically an impressive figure. 
As one who knew him well in his 
later days, it is possible to say that 
he had a slightly wry but 
undoubtedly fundamental sense 
of humour. At the crease, though, 
he did not joke; he played 
remarkably straight, was one of 
the soundest defensive right-hand 
batsmen in the world; and 
extremely strong on the leg side. 


Six feet tall, leanly 
built, with sharply cut 
features, an aqualine 
nose, something of an 
autocratic attitude 
Douglas Jardine was 
physically 

an impressive figure... 


He rarely bowled, but Sir Jack 
Hobbs, who saw much of him. 
thought him an outstanding gully 
fieldsman. He was of Scottish 
extraction, both he and his 
father—to whom he was 
devoted—were born in India, and i 
he had a number of Scottish 
characteristics. 

The father, M.R.—Malcolm 
Robert—Jardine went to school at 
Fettes, where he played in the XI 
for four seasons from 1985 to 
1988 and was cricket captain in 
the last year. He went on to 
Oxford, where he won his Blue as 
a Freshman and. although in 
1892 examinations kept him out 
of home matches, he looks a prime 
part in the five-wicket win over 
Cambridge, when he set the 
then-record for the highest 
individual aggregate in the 
University match with 140 and 
39. He played a few matches for 
Middlesex but went on to a legal 
career in India which led him to 
become Advocate-General of 
Bombay. On his return to Britain 
he followed cricket closely down 








to his death in 1947; that of his 
son most Intently. 

So there was cricket in the 
blood, and it was soon apparent in 
the son. E.B. Noel writing’ in 
Wiaden on Public School cricket of 
1017, referred to the 16-year-old 
Wykeheunist as ‘a batsman of very 
great promise'. Noel, noting that 
it was the year of outstanding 
individual schools cricketers, 
listed them and described Jardine 
(in his third year and as captain of 
the Winchester XI); ‘Of all the 
school cricketers he had, perhaps, 
the soundest defence, the greatest 
patience and the best judgment, 
and he was the most difficult of 
any to dislodge.' He won his Blue 
at Oxford as a Freshman and 
played three years against 
Cambridgre, missing the 
University match of 1922 through 
a damaged knee. 

He qualified for Surrey and, 
while with them, was top of the 
first-class batting averages of 
1927 and 1928 with figures of 91 
and 87 respectively; and he took 
over from Percy Fender as captain 
of that county. He became captain 
of England in 1931. 

He took the MCC side to India in 
the winter of 1933-34, but, after 
that, he and Lord's were obviously 
antipathic. Above all, it hiust be 
stressed that considerable captain 
as he was, he was worth his place 
in the national side as a batsman 
when and while he took over the 
national captaincy. 

Before he took the side of 
1932-33 to Australia he had 
himself gone as a player, on merit, 
in Chapman's highly successfiil 
side of 1928-29, when he played in 
ail five Tests. He also, 
incidentally, scored three 
centuries in consecutive 
innings—against Western 
Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales. Thus he had considerable 
background knowledge of 
Australian cricket and 
cricketers—for he was the 
sharpest of observers—when he 
returned to England. 

He conferred at some length 
then with Arthur Carr, captain of 
Nottinghamshire, the county of 
Harold Larwood and Bill Voce, 
who were to become his primary 
weapons in the Tests aginst 



Australia. Indeed, that was for 
Larwood the most successful Test 
series of his career. Jardine also 
had other discussions up and 
down England, as a result of 
which, as he told this writer, he 
concluded that Australians, with 
no ;^enuinely fast bowling in their 
own country, woi Id be too slow 
against high-speed, short-pitched 
pace. 

Bill Bowes, who passed from a 
state of mind in which, from the 
little he knew of him, he formed a 
dislike of Jardine, recalls that on 
that tour, when the captain called 
a team meeting to discuss his use 
of fast bowling, ‘to a man the 
cricketers were behind Jardine'. 
After his captain’s death. Bowes 











commented To me and every 
member of the 1932-33 MCC side 
in Australia, Douglas Jardine was 
the greatest captain England ever 
had. A great fighter, a grand 
friend, and an unforgiving 
enemy.' 

Bill was happy to state in his 
autobiography that he thought 
Jardine a great captain and liked 
him as well as respected him. 
Whether it was his tactical 
concentration on the leg stump or 
not, that so-called ‘Bodyline' series 
was the only one in which 
England won or retained the 
Ashes between 1928429 and 1953. 
Without doubt, he sought to 
checkmate Bradman, and he 
succeeded to the extent that that 
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Savto 
any 
cricket 
follower 
Douglas 
Jardine 
and the 
invariable 
reply 
will be 
Oh, 

Bodyline’ 


^reat little batsman averaged 
‘only’ 58 in the Test series by 
comparison with his eventual 99 
in all Tests. 

There is no doubt that Douglas 
Jardine felt the authorities in 
English cricket had let him down 
by failing to defend his use of ‘fast 
leg theory’ against Australia. It is 
notable that when, in 1933, the 
West Indies pace bowlers Learie 
Constantine and ‘Mannie’ 
Martindale employed the same 
tactic against him in the 
Manchester Test, he batted some 
five hours, took some heavy 
punishment unflinchingly and 
^red 127, which was, in fact, his 
only Test century. Some labelled • 
idm ‘the Iron Duke’, and he was 


without doubt a man of high 
purpose which no-one could 
disturb. To their anger, he found 
Australian crowds something of a 
joke—his Harlequin cap 
particularly riled them—and he 
led his side through that tour with 
a consideration and thought that 
commanded the team’s support. 

Although he played a few games 
afterwards, he effectively left 
first-class cricket in 1937. To his 
high delight, he became president 
of the Oxford University Cricket 
Club and the first president of the 
Association of Cricket Umpires. 

By training, he was a lawyer, 
and as an expert in company law, 
he gave highly efficient service to 
sevrral companies. In those later 


days, he was most certainly 
convivial, jovial, and often 
humorous. 

Two of the opinions passed after 
his death were significant. Sir 
Jack Hoobs, for instance, 
remarked, ‘He was a great 
batsman—how great I do not 
think we quite appreciated at the 
time.’ ‘Sir ‘Plum’ Warner said. In 
my humble opinion, Jardine was a 
very fine captain, both on and off 
the field, and in the 
committee-room he was also 
extremely good. If ever there was 
a cricket match between England 
and the Rest of the World and the 
fate of England depended upon its 
result, I would pick Jardine as 
England captain every time.’ 




BRAZIL NEEDS... 


Loisandtois 


I 

m few 

years back 
when I^le, 
outraged 
and 

frustrated 
at his 
famous 
country's 
footballing discomfiture 
said that he would like 
to make a comeback, 
many of Brazil’s 
established stare took 
offence. Even Diego 
Maradona,-an 
Argentine, protested 
saying Pele’s outburst 
was a result of inflated 
ego and a dig at the 
present generation of 
footballers. 

But whatever they 
say, Pele is back here, 
though not as a player, 
but as the technical 
advisor to the Brazilian 
team, a post specially 
created for him by the 
Brazilian Sports 
Confederation. And in 
the very first 
opportunity the master 
made it amply clear that 
he has more confidence 
in the veterans, the 
so-called spent forces, 
than the present-day 
stars. 

Pele said, as he got 
down to the business of 
revamping the 
deadlocked Brazilian 
soccer, now fighting its 
way towards Rome, 
"Veterans like Zico 
should still be in the 
team." 

Difficult to believe, 
isn’t it? But Pele’s logic 
is that the veterans 
despite their age, can be 

S useful as they 
sent and can stm 
practise what is the very 
pssence of Brazilian 
►?;«|tyle, to which the world 
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Zioo: stUl useful 


has foiuid no answer 
yet. Pele believes it is the 
decay and dilution of 
that essential Brazilian 
character that caused so 
much woe for the best 
footballing nation in 
, this world. 

It can be anticipated 
that Pele’s comments 
would once again draw 
some flak from many 
footballing celebrities: 
but what he said further 
regarding the selection 
of some of Brazil's 
present-day stars was 
certainly inflammable. 

Just when a host of 
Brazilian stars were 
enjoying a lot of media 
praise and earning good 
money in the outer 
world. Pele said that it 
would not be necessary 
to call back players with 
European clubs for the 
World Cup qualifying 
round. Wasn’t that 
adding insult to injury? 

But Pele certainly had 
one very positive piece of 
advice to offer his 
country’s leading 
footballers. Someone 
asked the master in a 
pointblank question, 
“What do you think 
these Brazilians would 
require to win the World 
Cup?” 

Pele replied, “Lots and 
lots and lots of love for 
their colours.” 

Asia leaders Ilow out 

MEANWHILE, the first 
two completed groups in 
the Asian World Cup 
qualifying series 
witnessed some major 
upsets when Kuwait and 
Iraq had their World 
il^Cup dreams shattered to 
pieces. Kuwait and Iraq 
were the representatives 


of this continent in the 
Mundjals of 1082 and 
1986, respectively. 

Kuwait’s exit, 
however, was slightly 
unexpected as their 
powers had been 
showing signs of decay 
ever since they appeared 
in Spain seven years 
ago, and once again the 
reason for this had been 
the inefficiency of the 
nation’s Football 
Association officials. 

And to add to their 
problems, their Group 
Three rivals UAE had 
been moving from 
strength to strength. It 
was indeed a sad 
moment for Kuwaiti 
football, when, before an 
enthusiastic crowd of 
20,000 a 62nd minute 
goal by Adel plunged the 
state into mourning. A 
4-1 victory in Islamabad 
seven days later 
confirmed UAE as group 
winners. 

In Group One Qatar a 
nation of just 300,000 
inhabitants. 


dramatically eliminated 
Iraq, a major force of 
gulf and Pan Arabic 
socer for most of the 
current decade. 

It indeed, was a 
remarkable success, as 
it was achieved with an 
inexperienced side 
brought together for the 
first time, eai’ly this 
year after a dismal 
showing in the Asian 
Cup it hosted last 
December. 

For seven years, the 
backbone of Qatar's 
senior selection had 
been formed by the 
players who carried the 
tiny country to the 1981 
World Youth 
Championship final in 
Australia, but a host of 
fresh faces were 
introduced in January 
and, remarkably 
quickly. They all proved 
their worth. 

Hero 

Michael Laudrup is 
leading a Danish 
revolution. Recently, he 


became the hero of 
Denmark after a 
dramatic revival by the 
national team. And, 
already a 

multi-millionaire at 
mere 24, Laudrup is 
now poised on the verge 
of immortality securing 
his place as the greatest 
ever player in Denmark. 
Moreover, he is 
currently preparing 
himself for the new 
challenge just round the 
corner if his transfer 
from Juvcntus to 
Barcelona is confirmed. 

Technically speaking 
in his eight years in the 
game, Laudrup has 
always been considered 
a support striker. But 
now a metamorphosis is 
about to set in as the 
Danish master is being 
transformed into an 
attacking playmaker, 
after the manner of 
Maradona and Platini. 

And this aspect of his 
changing game became 
a revelation in the 1-1 
draw against England 
in Copenhagen at the 
start of a series of 
games. 

Laudrup's natural 
talent and close skill was 
scintillatingly apparent 
more than once when he 
left Bryan Robson in his 
trail. 

On one occasion, 
Laudrup’s feint 
persuaded Robson to 
jump for a leap. Before 
Robson landed had 
taken the ball with his 
feet and surged well 
ahead to weigh up the 
next set of options. 

A versatile player, 
with a rich footballing 
repertoire, Michael 
Laudrup is always amid 
options. 
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Shameless 


A FTKR the iniicli-malig'ned 
‘rijfjJed tie’ lu the 
All-AiriiiK-s tourney, we 
have oia e a«:ain the same 
I instniKXi of the destruction of 
gamesinansliip. This time, it 
happened in the Calcutta Senior 
division soccer match between 


the essence of any sporting 
content is gamesmanship, 
otherwise why play? 
TANMOY GHOSH. 

Calcutta 


We are very serious 


I THANK you for publishing the 
article, Ts it a joke, or is it 
something serious? (Sportaworld, 



Mohun Bagan and Aryans It was 
during this match that the referee 
Pradip Nag was attacked by 
Mohun Bagan’s Subrata 
Bhattacharya. 

Manhandling of referees is 
nothing new in Calcutta soccer 
especially in the wake of ‘The Big 
Three’ failing to win matches 
nowadays. But what was most 
astonishing about the July 15 
match was the attack on the 
referee by the Mohun Bagan 
officials as well. So it really came 
as no surprise that the Calcutta 
Referees Association decided to 
boycott the league. 

It is time that the IFA took 
strAgent steps against the 
offtWders so that such acts do not 
take place in the future. After all. 


^ Pradip Nag j 

I 26 July) which is all about us and 
the new football we have 
introduced to India and the world. 
As a Spaniard and member of our 
quartet, I wish to state that we are 
indeed very serious about this. 
Otherwise, we would not put all 
our knowledge, money and effort 
into this after travelling ten 
thousand miles from Spain. 

Your reporter, however, stated 
that I hate Christians because of 
their vices (meat, alcohol, sex, 
gambling and general 
indiscipline.) This is not true. I 
never said that. As Jesus Christ 
said, "Hate the sin and not the 
sinner." How could 1 do so as a 
follower of Mahatma Gandhi. I do 
not hate anyone or any 


community. 

Lastly, 1 promise India will 
succeed, with all my effort and 
that of my colleagues. 

JUAN MANUEL ROJAS. 
Calcutta. 


Double Deutsche 

T hank you for your I'eport on 
Wimbledon entitled, ‘Double 
Deutsche'. It really made 
interesting reading as did the 
report on drug abuse by East 
German athletes. * 

As a regular reader of 
Sportsworld, 1 would like to 
congratulatf! Sportsworld for its 
continuously high standards of 
reporting 
REZA B. RASIlin. 

Calcutta. 

Who's the cheat? 

T his i.s m reference 1o Tony 
Lewis's article. Che.ating' 
(Sportsworld. 19 July). From the 
article, one gathers that Chctan 
Sharma, Kiran More, Javed 
Miandad and the others are all 
cheats and uncouth louts who do 
not know how to behave on the 
field and their captains, of course, 
encourage them in this .sort of 
behaviour 

Whereas, on the otlier hand, 
Chris Broad or the other English 
players, and the Australians and 
the Now Zealanders might show a 
little bit of annoyance but mostly, 
they are well behaved 
Well, it is quite clear from the % 
article that it was unfair, biased, 
and harshly critical. 

KHURSHID WADIA, 

Bombay 


I HA'VE recently started 
subscribing to your magazine 
and I find it very interesting. The 
articles and the interviews are 
very good 

In each issue. I see a karate 
column by Shivaji Ganguly and I 
think it is a good idea to develop 
this martial art. 

However, I would also prefer 
that you cover othetmartial arts 
like Tae-kwon do or Kung Fu and 
Wu shu. 

T.R.S. CHANEMOUGAS’ 

France. 




The Junior And Hu Soiior 


“w: 


^HERE can I get a glass of water?" 

I was waiting for a <»b in firont of the 
office of the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI), Bombay. It was then 
that a chap approached me with thia question. 

I looked at him closely. He looked desperately 
tired, badly needed a bath and a shave, his clothes 
and his shoes were dirty. And he looked as if he had 
not eaten for a couple of days. 

But there was something very familiar about him. 
I looked closely. Gosh, it was one of the junior 
cricketers who had recently toured West Indies with 
the Indian team. 

“What's happened to you?” I asked gpuiding him to 
a safe comer. “You don't look well. Let's have some 
coffee and we can chat.” 

We went to a near-by restaurant where the 
junior cricketer polished 
off everything that was 
in the menu and drank 
gallons of hot coffee. 

“The BCCI chaps 
would not give me a 
glass of water,” 
complained the junior 
cricketer wiping his 
mouth. “That too after 
listening to what I had 
to go through.” 

I nodded. 

“As you know, we had 
to report to the Board 
personally on the 
ill-fated US tour,” he 
began. “This time they 
refused to pay our fares 
to Bombay. And 
travelling by unreserved 
second class in the train 
is no joke.” 

“Why should that be?” 

I asked. “You chaps 
must made a packet in 
the US.” 

“That's what you 
think,” he snorted. “Yes, 
the seniors did make a 
packet. And the 
organiser, Sunil 
Gavaskar, made the 
biggest packet of the lot. 

In my case, I played in 
one match and got about 
200 dollars. And the cost 
of living in the 
US..-gosh, I was 
penniless when we 
boarded the plane for 
back home." 



“But still, why travel second class?” I asked. "Our 
cricketers are quite well off. ” 

"Over the years, everything we did had been paid 
for," explained the junior cricketer. “Even for 
charity matches, we get plane tickets, 5-star 
treatment and so on. Now for the first time, we are 
on our own, the Board would not pay our fares, nor 
would they take care of our board and lodging in 
Bombay. Do you know how costly Bombay is?” 

“Oh, you poor chap,” I said. 

He began to sob. “Because of the floods, the trains 
halted in Pune. And I had to walk all the way from 
Pune to Bombay, in the slush. There was hardly 
anything to eat on the way and the BCCI folks won't 
even grive me a glass of water. ” 

"Which hotel are you staying in now?” I asked. 

"No chance,” he replied. “I have to spend 

just half an hour with 
the BCCI president and 
why pay a fortune at the 
hotel? I am now on the 
foothpath outside 
Victoria Terminus 
station, 8uid 1 hope to 
catch the evening train 
back home.” 

“You poor guys,” I 
said. “Imagine Kapil and 
the other heroes on the 
streets!” 

“No, no, it's different 
with the senior players” 
explained the junior 
cricketer. “They will be 
arriving in their own 
private planes. And I am 
told the entire VIP suites 
at the Oberoi Towers are 
booked by them. They 
are not going to suffer 
considering the packets 
they made in the US. ” 

‘That’s a shame,” I 
said. 

“But the worst is yet to 
come,” continued the 
jupior cricketer. "The 
multimillionaire 
cricketer who organised 
all the US tamaaha is 
doing one better. He is 
writing about his plight in 
his syndicated column 
and making money out 
of our misery too.” 

"How typical,” I 
agreed. 
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ADUIICS DIARY 


I T has been said that a 
great athlete 
requires a high 
power-to-weight 
ratio,low muscle 
viscosity and an 
accelerating 
metabolism. With a g^ood 
coach to translate these 
gifts into performance 


and a manager to 
convert them into cash, 
he should go a long way. 
But the road is hard and 
will get no easier as 
market forces pile up the 
pressures. 

This showed through 
the action at the Royal 
Mail Parcels Games at 


I Crystal Palace recently. 

[ There was a sparkle in 
the air punctuated by 
the crash of falling 
all-comers’ records. But 
there were also signs 
that after ten events of 
the Grand Pxix 
schedule, those 
pressures are telling. 


And so we saw Colin 
Jackson cresting the 
peak he deserves to pick 
off Roger Kingdom in 
the 110m hurdles, 
equalling his own 
European record of 
13.11. The American 
was magnanimous in 
defeat, even when 
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relegrated to third place 
by the fast-olosingr Tony 
Jarrett. But cannot the 
double Olympic gold 
medallist afford an 
occasional lapse? 

The hurdles supplied 
an authentic insight 
into the tensions of 
sprinting. After one 
break, the starter could 
be heard fVom the stands 
instructing the hurdlers 
over his microphone: T 
would like a longish 
pause, settle at the ‘set’, 
and wait for the gun.' 

This month, Brazil's 


Robson da Silva has been 
scintillating: His 200m 
intinerary read like this: 
Oslo; 20.28; Stockholm: 
20.30; Edinburgh: 

20.51; Nice: 20.20; 
Crystal Palace 20:08. 

If men like Jackson 
and da Silva are still 
glossy, the Kenyan 
juggernaut looks less 
menacing to the world 
records. Peter Koech, 
who broke one in the 
steeplechase in 

Colin Jackson: still in 
fine form 


Stockholm ten days ago, 
was 11 seconds outside 
it as Mark Rowland 
rolled up to shunt two 
statistically faster. 
Kenyans, including the 
Olympic gold medallist, 
Julius Karuikui, down 
the finishing order. 

This was evidence that 
record bimking is not a 
cultivable habit, even for 
the Kenyans. The point 
was modestly affirmed 
by Yobes Ondieki, whose 
deeds have the 
redoubtable Said Aouita 
to re-examine his 
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engagement diary. "I 
cannot run away from 
people all the time" said 
Ondieki after the 3000m 
where Marcus O'Sullivan 
had shadowed him 
for several laps and 
challenged for the lead 
300 m from home. 

The Irish runner, 
himself no stranger to 
punishment, confessed 
that the effort cost him, i 
"About 600m out. I was 
out on my last legs. I 
just did not have any 
energy left. When I tried 
to pass him, there was 
nothing left. After the 
race, I was nearly an 
hour at the St. John's 
Ambulance room 
throwing up." 

Meanwhile Paul 
Erengistakinga 
much-needed rest until 
Zurich on August 16. 
There he will attempt 
Coe's much more exalted 
world record of 1:41.73. 

Jackson and Kingdom 
will be there too, hungry 
for Ronaldo Nehemiah’s 
world record of 12.93. It 
was a Nehemiah 
all-comers record. 

Of course, the chase 
for Grand Prix dollars 
itittles along as merrily 
as the race for records, 
da Silva is now on top of 
the GP standing. The 
Brazilian is on 54 
points, a six-win tally 
which also banks him 
10,000 dollars a dash in 
GP award money. As an 
Olympic bronze 
medallist, he commands 
no more than 10,000 
dollars from Individual 
meetings. 

A sprinter can 
probably get away with 
it and this one looks like 
following Aouita as the 
overall GP winner. The 
Moroccan managed it 
last year via the much 
tougher middle distance 
route and on his way to 
Olympic 
disappointment. 






SPOTLIQHT 


“Never a 
chance, 

mate” 


Thafs Simon ODoimell’s reply 
when told that he should 
have been in the Aussie squad 
for the Ashes. The Comeback 
Man, who beat cancer 
suddenly finds the groing tough 


S IMON O’DONNELL 
laughs away 
auggesUona that 
heohouldhave 
been Included in the 
Aahea aquad to tour 
England. Grinning, he 
waves a dismiasive hand 
as he replies “Never a 
ohanoe, mate. Never a 
ohanoe.” 

It has been a long and 
torturous road for the 
Victorian all rounder 
since the Axutralian 
team (of which he was a 
senior, vital member) 
won the World Cup at 
the Eden Gardens in 
October 1987. Shortly 
after he returned home, 
a lump on his rilxaige 
was diagnosed as being 
cancerous. Surgery was 
followed hy 

chemotherapy and 
OlDonnell lost his hair 
and bloated in weight. 
He was virtually 
unrecognisable as he 
sat. bald and 
overweight, watching 
his fbnriec teammates in 
action agtdnst New 


1988. 

There was no serious 
cricket for him till 
February 1988, when it 
was announced that he 
had been given the 
medical all-clear to 
return. Through 
the grey Melbourne 
winter, ODonnell 
trained harder 






than he had ever 
trained before. As he t 
worked on his fitness, 
he became, by his own 
admission, leaner and 
fitter. O’Donnell, who 
kept a deliberately low 
media profile during 
this period, eventually 
agre^ to appear on a 
midday television talk 
show. On the show, he 
admitted that the most 
amazing fbeUng was to 
reach up and touch the 
abort spiky hair that 
was now growing on his 
hitherto bare scalp. “You 
sort of take these things 
for granted^" he 
admitted candidly. 

Events then 
accelerated rapidly. 

Dean Jones told the 









( J’Doiinell is bowlod by 
Botiiani iji the 19S5 
Ashes series 
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media that he wanted to 
relinquish the state 
captaincy of Victoria, 
completely bypassing 
protocol which dictated 
that he should first tell 
the state selectors • 

When he put in a formal 
resignation, it was 
accepted and authorities 
of the Victorian Cricket 
Association then turned 
to O’Donnell with an 
offer for the Job. 

O’Donnell accepted 
and though Victoria 
fared miserably in the 
Sheffield Shield, they 
reached the final of the 
FAI Cup, the one-day 
competition, where they 
were eventually beaten 
>>by Queensland. Midway 
through the season. 




O’Donnell was recalled 
to the Australian squad 
for the one-day WSC 
games against the 
touring West Indies. Yet 
at no time did he 
consider himself a front 
runner for a place in the 
Ashes tour. Now, for the 
first time in six months, 
with the domestic 
season come to a close 
and the Ashes squad 
limbering up, he put his 
feet up and announced 
that he felt good about 
Ufe and his future. 
Cricket was certainly a 
different matter. 

The fact that Victoria 
had lost the last match 
in a long and arduous 
season partly explained 
his philosophical mood. 




Behind his cheerful 
exterior were the signs 
of someone who had 
shouldered the brunt of 
Victoria’s woes. Largely, 
the season was 
unsuccessful because of 
the inconsistency of 
several leading 
players—Dean Jones 
and Merv Hughes 
included. 

At the time of his 
appointment, as 
Victorian captain, 
O’Donnell had said: 

“This is the greatest 
thrill I’ve had in cricket. 
It's the greatest 
honour.” Six months 
later, O’Donnell’s 
feelings are mixed. He ia 
disappointed with 
Victoria’s perforxnanoes, 


indifferent with his own 
and tired, very tired. “It 
has been tough coming 
back to Shaf^ld Shield 
cricket, then to the 
IntemsMonal scene 
again. I think I have 
paid the price in the loi^ 
run. because, towards 
the end of the season I 
have foimd it very 
difficult,” he said. 

Although it is left to 
the selectors, O’Donnell 
wants to lead Victoria 
again and Judging by 
his approach to the task 
in the first season, 
despite Victoria’s faUxire 
in the Shield 
competition, his 
re-appointment should 
be a simple 

administrative task. By 
next season, he should 
be stronger in both mind 
and body, though he 
still has check-ups every 
three months. "Had it 
Just been a normal 
season, I would be as fit 
as a fiddle by now, but I 
started to wear out,” he 
said. In the 
circumstances, 
O’Donnell's 

end-of-season burnout is 
perfectly 

understandable, yet his 
passion for the game has 
not and will not change, 
despite Victoria’s dismal 
summer. “Once you step 
out on the field you give 
it everything,” he said. 

Though O’Donnell is 
not on the Ashes team, 
he will not be far away 
from his Australian 
teammatm. He has 
signed to play in the 
filendly, but highly 
competitive, atmosphere 
of Lancashire League 
cricket and he is looking 
forward to downing a 
pint or two with the 
locals at Haslingden and 
discussing their 
favourite 
subject-cricket. 

MVID McMAHON, 









Electia Gold Ciqi Talde 
Tennis 

fllILL few years back, Meerut City 
A of U.P. was known only for the 
historic 1857 revolution and its 
annual colourful Nauchandi fair 
but since the last eight years, the 
town has emerged on the sports 
map of the country as the venue of 
India's prestigious ElectraGold 
Cup (Prize Money) Table Tennis 
Tournament. 

This Table Tennis Tournament 
sponsored by Electra (India) Ltd. 
under the auspices of UPTTA is 
because of the personal interest of 
Ami Chand Jain, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Electra 
(India) Limited and Chief Patron 
of the tournament. 

With a total prize money of Rs. 
86,000/- the tournament was a 
tantalising attraction for the 
players. A beaming Subhash 
Saxena, the convenor of the 
tournament informed that 
around 900 players participated 
in the tournament including the 
National Teams from four SAARC 
Countries—Maldives, Sri Lanka. 
Bangladesh and Nep^, and 
almost all the top ranked players 
in the country. Thus the 
tournament took the colour of a 
mini SAARC Table Tennis 
Championships with only some 
good players from Pakistan left 
out of the fray. 

The men’s team final between 
Southern Railway andDena 
Bank was an exciting battle of 
nervm. The youngsters of 
Southern Railway finally 
outplayed the veterans of Dena 
Bank by a margin of 3-2. 

In the women's team 
championships, last year's 
champion P.S.C.B. repeated the 
performance this year too when 
they upset Table Tennis 
Federation of India women’s team, 
holdera of the nationad women’s 
title, 3-1. On paper, theT.T.F.I. 
team with Rinku Oupta (the 
national champion) and Archana 
Rao seemed to be stronger but 
temationcd Niyati Roy and 
bnalisa Mehta of P.S.C.B. took 



National champion Idanmeet 

Singh in action in the finals 

full advantage of the indisposed 
Rinku who was running high 
fever due to a throat infection. 

Current national champion 
Manmeet Singh claimed the men’s 
singles title with a cash prize of 
Rs. 12,000/-in the open events. 
After winning the Times of India 
Trophy at New Delhi a week ago, 
Manmeet was in devastating 
form. Manmeet representing 
Electra, played an intelligent 
game to outclass his old rival S. 
Sriram with his forehand top 
spins and back hand jabs in a 
thrilling final lasting five games. 
Manmeet won 3-2 after trailing 
1-2 at a time. The match score was 
21-14, 20-22, 6-21,21-10, 21-19 
in Manmeet'a favour. Sriram, as 
runner up, collected Rs. 8,500/- 
as prize money. 

The women's open event proved 
to be full of upsets with the defeat 
of Niyati Roy. last year’s 
champion, VarahaChulani, 
former national champion and 
Sejel Shah, the wiimer of Times of 
India Titles. Top seeded Niyati 
was knocked out by S. My^ili, a 


junior girl of Tamil Nadu in the 
first round in three games 14-21, 
91-19,17-21. 

Varsha lost to another junior 
girl, B. Bhuvaneshwari of Tamil 
Nadu in the pre-quarter in five 
games, while Sejel lost to TTFI’s 
Archana Rao in the quarter-final 
in a closely fought match, 19-21, 
21-10, 21-23, 21-1.4, 14-21. 
Archana then almost put out ' 

Monalisa Mehta in the semi-finals 
by her dogged defence but finally 
Monawon21-16, 21-16,11-21, 
19-21,22-20 and sailed into the 
finals. Perhaps this was the best 
match played in the women’s 
section. Rinku Oupta, the 
national champion emerged as 
another finalist after throttling 
SujataBapat 21-16,23-21,15-21, 
21-13 in semi-finals. Sujata 
earlier had stopped the winning 
march of the giant killer, S. 
Mythili. 

In the finals, Monalisa toyed 
with the indisposed Rinku. Rinku 
Oupta, recoveringftom fever and 
still under heavy antibiotic 
medication, could not play her 
usual game. In the battle between 
two lefthanders, Monalisa won 




21-13.21-19,12-21,21-9 in half 
an hour. Mona collected Ra. 
i 8,000/-while Rinku got Ite. 

I 6,900/-as prize money. 

The prizes were given away by 
j ShriBhupal Singh, Chairman of 
I Uttar Pradesh State Electricity 
I Board in presence of 'ITFl officials 
and a large but disciplined crowd 
of spectators. 

Madhu Shankar Sharnia 


COCHIN 


Navylinwslling 

D ue to substandard training 
and mismanagement of the 
administrators, Indian wrestling 
is in a dilapidated position. 

The same was repeated in the 
recently concluded Indian Navy 
Wrestling Championship 1989-90 
held at Navad Base, Cochin. The 
five day meet concluded without 
much excitement. Nothing 
extra-ordinary but H. Prakash (82 
kg-freestyle) and M.L. Yadav (57 
kg-Greco-Roman) of Southern 



Amiltq] FUkittatBd 

8. Mohan, Chief Justice, Madras IBgh Court, 
presents a memento to Vi}i^ Amritn^ during a 
function given hy the Citiaena Committee of 
Madras to felioitate him on being eleoted 
President of the ATP 



MPWfai 


MaiBiya PMdaah won tile National Youth 
Bhakotibali title held at CuttaiA reoentty. 












Naval Command ‘B’ team showed 
encuurapng performances. They 
were declared outstanding 
wrestlers and S.S. Dahiyaalso of 
8NC ‘B’ was awarded with a 
special prize for retaining the 90 
kg freestyle title consecutively for 
seven years. 

Southern Naval Command ‘B’ 
stole the honour in both styles. 
They took the overall 
championship (74 pts.) winning 
both (}reco'Roman and freestyle 
team titles. In the total of 17 
categories, SNC ‘B’ finished on the 
top with 12 Gold. SNC 'A* stood 
runners up with an aggregate of 
55 pts. with the tally of 47 pts. 
Western Naval Command (Afloat) 
finished third. 

The meet was organised by 
INO-Oaruda. Vice-Admiral R.P. 
Sawney, Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Southern 
Naval Command gave away the 
prizes. 

P. VaiMi Oovlnda Kumar 


HYDERABAD 


Natbnal Sub-Juninr 
Rdlor Skating 

G ujarat won the overall team 
championship in the 28th 
Sub-Junior National Roller 
Skating Championship collecting 
165 points at the Lai Bahadur 
Indoor Stadium in Hyderabad. 
Karnataka finished second, while 
Jammu and Kashmir remained at 
the third spot. 

Gujarat boys and girls 
dominated the Championship 
with its artistic ability and 
stamina. On the first day, they 
cornered not less than 1 2 spots of 
the 21, which were finalised. 

In the figure skating event for 
boys, 10-12 years, D. Patel and 
Prakash Khanna stole the 
limelight. Even in the girls 
section Neeraja Shah and Karan 
Fernandez did their State proud. 
Not only did these young girls 
treat the crowd with curls and 
jumps on the skate, they also 
%rged ahead figuratively and 
won all the medals in figure 
skating for boys and girls under 8 
10 years. 



Among those whose names will 
go into the record books are: 
Vikas Guja (J&K). Vijwal 
Vasundhra (Giijarat), Monish 
Lokhandwala (Gujarat) and 
Swetha of K^nataka. 

The second day belonged to 
Andhra Pradesh when Nishit 
Joshi and Bhakti garnered 2.6 pts 
and collected the only grold in the 
PAIR Skating event in the age 
group of six to eight years. 

Karnataka girls too performed 
superbly and won the artistic and 
freestyle skating for girls in the 
eight to ten years group. G. Shoba 
(Karnataka) 

skated away to glory in the 
road race for girls six to eight 
years. Mukul Tuli (Delhi) and 
Prabhat Kaur (J&K) won their 
sections in 500 Mts. road race for 
boys and girls six to eight years. 

On the final day Gujarat 
dictated terms when their skaters 
proved to be better artists. 


Gujarat: the overall team 
champions 

Manchinglani (8 to 10 years) 
completing the Championship 
tally. 

LAshll 


ASSAM 


ANewTatent 

A LITTLE boy of this State is 
rapidly coming up to the All 
India Aquatic level. He is Elvis Ali 
Hazarika, a nine-year-old lad, 
studying in Class III of the Don 
Bosco High School, Guwahati. 

Very recently Elvis 
representing Assamln the Sixth 
National Sub-junior Aquatic ^ 
Cliampionship held in Bangalore, 
won a silver medal in the SO mts 
free style in the boys group V, 
clocking 34.79. The winner 
finished with a time of 34.78. 


In freestyle skating for boys 
between 10 and 12 yearsDenil 
Patel (Giijarat) with 3.9 points 
took the gold pushing 
Karnataka’s Anilkumar (3.5 pts) 
to the second spot. In the girls’ 
section Rita Rehan (J&K) romped 
home with gold, while two 
Gqjarat girls Neerja Shah and 
Karan Fernandez got a silver each 
as they had got equal points. Denil 
and Neerja were declared the 
overall champions in the artistic 
section. Ujwal Vasundhra (six to 
eight yrs) and Reetu 


Elvis is the first boy trom Assam 
to win a medal in a National 
Aquatic Championship. Mithu 
Barua, another swimming talent 
of Assam, had already secured a 
g^ld in the free style and back 
stroke in the sub-junior girls’ 
National. Elvis also reached the 
final in the other three strokes viz. 
Breast, Back and Butterfly and 
his position was fourth and eighth 
respectively. 


Bsiwy Ssn 
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m pertoct position 
tor a hand-off is tho 
Lions’RobartJonas avon 
asAustraiia’sSoott 
Qouriay movas in to 
tackia. Vfhan running 
withthabaii—tuckad 
undar ona arm as Jonas 
is doing in copybook 
fashion—ttis phym is 
aliowadtofondoff 
opponants with a hand 
off. Tho oniy stipuiation 
bsing that tna arm shouid 
ba fiiliy oxtondM and tho 
hand notformad intoa 
fistoranyothar 
injuryoausing position 


(Loft, middia) Twisting to 
pass is Andy Robinson 
of tha Lions as ha is 
tackiad from bahind. in 
rugby, aii passes hava to 
be made to a teamfnata 
behind you, hancs tha 
need to twist your torso 
and neck while passing. 
All passes made to 
teammates ahead of you 
are Illegal as that puts the 
receiving player In ar\ 
offsida position 










PHOTO FEATURE: RUGBY 


In Iheir 
Madness 


With the English national rugby 
team—the British Lions—touring 
Australia for a series of 'Test' matches, 
Colorsport sent their cameraman along 
to record the action on film. Since the 
local rugby season, for the Calcutta 
Cup and the All India and South East 
Asia trophy, is in full swing, we also 
take this opportunity to familiarise the 
uninitiated to this apparently mad sport 
and prove that there is method behind 
all that madness 
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(Above) Paul Ackforcl of 
the Lions risss highest 
as the NSW players come 
out seconrFbest In this 
llne*ouL Whsnever the 
bsll goes out of pisy over 
the wielines, a 
line-out—whwe the taller 


line up side by side In 
single file—Is used to 
restart the gams with the 
ball being tossed 
betwee n the lines by a 
scrum-half. Barging, as 
exhibitsd ^ No: 3 of the 
Lions here, is a tactic 
often resorted to In 
Une-outs 


(Left) Australia’s Qeoff 
Miller adheres to the 
rulee—the ball must bs 
reisased whan you are 
grouiKfed—even as a 
British player breaks the 
rules by grabbing his 
neck. High tackles, where 
you go for the neck 
upwards, are strictly 
lli^ 
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very S0r;O'jS wlir.-re ffir' :ii '-‘le nrjht v. 

allowed to initiate tee K.'stiirt are iiorDiaily 
settled with eigtit tjlayei s of each trvim 
locking shoulders in triangle formation and 
shovirtg tor possession 
of the ball thrown 
Into the middle by 
the scrum fialf 
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up • Well at goal and «Mblls Itw drep4(lok (hiMl). WMto BtaMd ktalis 
af aanaWaa and allar aeoriiM a Ufv.'dniB ktaka aiB uaad In Iha ran af 
feeing lha dppar half of tlw W pasli 


PafTvIonaa. akippar af gia 
AuaMfean aMSuaMnad In 
gdn partieidar caaa du^ a 
ftaadoMl during a nwlen 
oMinrtthotomInfl UoMf 
hgurtaaM iMa ara nal a 
nnalglillnlhaoul and out 
macho a po rt of ragfey 
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LEMOND'S 

INCREDIBLE 


with Frenoh favourite 
Laurent Fignon ahead 
by 50 seconds at the 
iMt stage, it seemed a 
perfect climax to Paris* 
bicentennial 
celebration. But no-one 
had reckoned with a 
man called Greg 
Lemond. 




G REGLEMOND’s. 

astonishing win in the 
Tour De France perhaps 
themost gruelling competition in 
sports, will go down in history as 
one of the most remarkable 
achievements of the athletic spirit. 

The 27 kilometer last stretch 
from Versailles to the Arc De,,- 
Triomphe can be a romantic ride 
through the city of lights on a 
Sunday afternoon. Except when 
you are trying to do it 50 seconds 
(yes, 50 seconds) faster than the 
best cyclist in the world—and on 
the last and 23rd of a 3,500 km 
race. 

This was the route Louis XVI 
had taken in1789 whilefeeling the 
revolutioharies. It was certainly 
not the place for a sti^ggling 
American, especially whenlie is 
out to beat a Frenchman on the 
comeback trial. The last thing 
Paris, intoxicated with the 
bicentennial celebration needed, 
was to be conquered by a damn 
Yankee on a bicycle. 

Yet that .was.what-Qreg 
Lemond, the first and only 
Ameican ever to win the 
Wimbledon of cycling, did on the 
afternoon of Sunday," July 23. And 
he conquered Paris in style. 

On July 1, Lemond was merely 
one of 198 men at the starting line 
of the 3,500 km race. On July 23, 
he finished Hrst among the 138 
suvlvors, his eight second victory 
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margfln, the smallest in the 
76-year history of the most 
prostigtous and diflcult bicycle 
race in the world. 

Not bad for a man who almost 
lost his life in a freak hunting 
accident two years ago. 

In April, 1987, Lemond was 
hunting turkeys with his uncle 
and his brother-in-law in 
California. As Lemond, in 
camouflage gear, got up from 
behind a hedge, his brother-in-law 
shot him from 30 yards behind. 
More than 50 buckshot pellets hit 
Lemond. Had the police helicopter 
taken another 20 or 30 minutes 
more to reach him to hospital, 
Lemond would have been dead 
ftom bleeding and shock. Even 
today, he carries some souvenirs 
of that adventure, in his body. 

Just when he completed a slow 
and painful recovery and starting 
riding again, he had an 
emergency appendectomy. That 
was the end of the 1987 season for 
the American hero. His 1986 Tour 
De France victory was now 
history. 

He started 1988 as a member of 
the premier Dutch team PDM. He 
was riding well again in the 
spring, but a fall in Belgium 
resulted in an infection in his 
right shin. He had to drop out of 
the Giro Dltalia (the Tour of 
Italy), one of the three major races 
in the world. By the time he 
recuperated from the surgery, 
another Tour De France was 
behind him. He spent the month of 
July in a cast at his Minnesota 
home. He could not ride. 

In the meantime, a salary 
dispute with PDM made him 
switch to ADR, a weak Belgian 
team. To add insult to iixjury, the 
sponsors began to see him as a bad 
investment. Lemond was fully 
aware that fellow riders and team 
managers were seeing him as a 
spent force. A man who had been a 
loser since 1986. 

According to him tho^ were ihe 
^wo most humiliating years of his 
life. To ttie cycling world, he had 
become ajipl^h ^ the pan. 

The 1989 se^n continue to be 
an embarrassment as he turned 
p poor performances in one day 
races and the newly introduced 
Tour De Trump in New York. All 
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this while twotime champion 
lAurent Fiernon and defending 
champion Pedro Delgado of Spain 
were setting their eyes on the 
Tour De France 

In Jime, £1gnon ^ron the 
Giro’d’Italia*to strmiii^hen his 
claims. Lemond finished Sl^put of 
an embarrassing 39, an hour 
behind Fignon. But a blood test 
during the race revealed that he 
was low in iron. He claims the iron 
supplement infections made all 
the difference, especially in the 
hilly paiitli oC.the race. 

Yet, ^ France 

starte(CCQ:0ifly"l^iM|g Lemonci^ 
wM oniiQbOdy’s vtdhhl'ni’ list, 
including his. But by July 16, 
when he won the yelloV}’jersey the 
symbol of the overall leader of the 
race) and a 40*8econd advantage, 
the 1986 champion began to have 
an entirely dinierent vision. 

“Before 1 started I would have been 
happy with a spot in the top 20. 


Laurent Fignon, who blew a BO 
second lead 

“he said. “Now I feel I have a real 
shot at winning.” 

But by the time they got to the 
last day of the race, Fignon had 
accumulated what many 
4 ^n 8 idered an insurmountable 
lead of 50 seconds. After 87 hours 
of racing and almost 3,500 
kilometers of hills and valleys it 
all came to a 27 km lap through 
the heart of Paris. 

Even his 1986 coach did not 
give Lemond a chance in the final 
lap. He could see the American 
mmtingup on<^ second a kilometer 
over Fignon, but two hS called 
“unthinkable." 

According to the draw, Lemond 
and Fignon were last to race on 
the final day. The American would 
go first and the Frenchman would 
follow two minutes later. Their 
timing would make the difference. I 
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Lemond asked his people not to 
let him know his splits during the 
race. He just put his head down 
and pumped with every ounce of 
energy in his rebuilt body. Then 
he had to wait for the outcome of 
Fignon’s effort which determined 
the final result at the end. Fignon 
was eight seconds too late. 

Four years ago Greg I^emond 
had raced down the historic 
Champs-Elyees to cross the finish 
line at the Arc De Triomphe as the 
winner of Tour De France. But he 
had done it with the support of 
five-time champion Bernard 
Hinault and the powerful French 
team called La Vie Claire. This 
time it did it by himself and in 
spite dfa wekk team which had 
lost four of its nine rider$ by the 
15th stage of the race. 

Last time it was the triumph of 
skill and team spirit. This time it 
was the triumph of will and the 
human spirit. 






Fitness Hotline 


H ow many of you 
jog'^ers dream of 
running a 
marathon... eventual¬ 
ly*^ C'mon, don’t you 
fantasise about 
breasting the tape 
amid all the applause 
even as you force 
your pain-racked 
body to run the re¬ 
maining distance to 
your doorstep. 

If so, let’s see what 
you have to do in 
order to prepare your 
body for the long 
grind 'The first thing 
is to work out approx¬ 
imately how much 
time it will take you 
to finish a marathon 
Then try and keep 
putting one foot in 
front of the other for 
that period of time 
Once you can run 
comfortably for that 


Maiathon Man 



period of time, then 
it’s safe to start think- 
ing about the 
marathon. 

But hold on. £)on't 
run off to the first 


marathon you can 
find yet. Instead, get 
used to the competi¬ 
tive aspect by run¬ 
ning a couple of 5- 
kilometre or 10- 


kilometre races. If 
you’re a pretty regu¬ 
lar jogger, chances 
are you’ll find the 5- 
kilometre race,a cin¬ 
ch.But the 10- 
kilometre is a better 
measure of your en¬ 
durance and speed. 
After that you should 
try the half 
marathon, to find out 
if you’re actually built 
to run long distances 
.. fast' 

Once you’ve get the 
feel of these races, it’s 
time to move onto the 
big one the 

marathon After all, 
it’s not enough to just 
push yourself over 
those 26 miles and 
385 yards You’ve 
also got to be able to 
do it before the offi¬ 
cials pack up and "go 
home! 


Why Do Muscles Atrophy? 

L ast week we’d confirmed one of our read¬ 
er's worst fears: that muscles do atrophy 
when not used regularly Now we're find¬ 
ing out what makes it happen 
Researchei-s in the University of Southern 
California found that when a person stops 
exercising, the muscle fibres decrease produc¬ 
tion of oxidative enzymes. As the name sug¬ 
gests, these enzymes convert oxygen into 
energy and when in short supply, lead to less 
energy supply to the body’s muscles. And the 
researchers have tied up the connection be¬ 
tween the lack of exercise and this phe¬ 
nomenon saying "in particular, we observed 
that prolonged periods of increased or de¬ 
creased activity can cause diaphrag^m muscle 
fibres to respectively increase or decrease their 
production of oxidative enzymes " 



So the next time you take a break and 
grumble about all the muscles shrinking, just 
blame it on the oxidating enzymes. 
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Try this simple fitness test 

Thought all you fitness buffs would like to check up on your physical fitness levels. Grab a tennis 
racket, press it into your stomach and let it catapult off. Then measure the distance and judge for 
yourself. As long as your sense of humour is in perfect shape, you’ve got nothing to worry about, 
have you? 


No Paint 

I NTO running, are 
you? If 80 . then are 
you one of the 
majority who battle 
aches and pains 
whenever you step 
out of your front 
door. The first few 
metres are hell, then 
as the body’s muscles 
and joints get 
warmed up, every¬ 
thing slots together 
better. The pain sub¬ 
sides... momentarily. 
Only to' resurface as 
you catch a glimpse 
of the Wall. For some 
it’s a pain that accom¬ 
panies them even to 
the shower. 

The exercise that 
we’re showing you 
here is recommended 
for runners who sub¬ 
scribe to the above- 
mentioned symp¬ 
toms. Done regularly, 
'it will help combat 
lower back and hip 



pain while even re¬ 
ducing the risk of 
troublesome hip or 
back injuries. 

Kneel with one 
knee on a flat bench, 
gripping the outer 
edges of the bench 
with both hands. 
Then, keeping the 
other leg straight, 
raise the leg as far as 
you can, keeping it in 
line with your body. 
Return the leg to the 
starting position and 
repeat. Try for 10-20 
repetitions at the be¬ 
ginning eventually 
working up to three 
sets of 20 repetitions 
with either leg. 

Do this exercise 
regularly, in addition 
to your normal abdo¬ 
minal v/orkout, and 
you’ll be doing won¬ 
ders for the pain that 
dogs you every step of 
your run. 


COURTESY TENNIS 
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W E’VE ail 
seen the 
Jesse 
Owens 
serial, 
courtes- 
y MRF. Most of us cluck 
our tongues at the racial 
discrimination in the 
USA and smugly pat our 
backs that such 
discrimination does not 
exist in India. Is it really 
a fact? Are all our 
athletes treated at par? 

On the one hand, we 
put our cricketers on the 
pedestal, a fortunate 
athlete like P.T. Usha is 
treated as the queen of 
Indian sport and on the 
other hand, most 
Indiansdo not even 
know the name of an 
Indiah who won three 


The story of Joginder Singh Bedi, 


whose only fault is that he was 


born handicapped 


Olympic medals for his 
motherland, simply 
because he happens to be 
a handicapped person. 

Three medals by an 
Indian? Are you 
surprised? Most of us 
are oblivious about the 
glory brought to the 
nation in the 1984 
Paralympic Games held 
in New York, 
Paralympics have the 
same status as the 
Olympics and are 
simultaneously held by 
the host nation. 


Our hero is Joginder 
Singh Bedi, 42. fondly 
called “Tiger” by his 
Mends and family. 
Tiger Bedi won two 
silver and one bronze at 
the New York Games for 
the disabled. He was. 
among the five member 
Indian contingent. And 
all that the squad won 
was Bedi’s medals. 

Sadly, his talent did 
not get the deserved 
recognition and acclaim 
at home. The Sports 
Ministry did not even 




have the courtesy of 
sending him a 
congratulatory letter for 
his achievement, 
although Tiger had 
personally written a 
letter to the then Sports 
Minister Buta Singh. So 
far, neither the 
government of ' 

Maharashtra nor the 
Central Government 
have paid any heed 
whereas, the 
Chatrapathi Award and 
the Arjuna Award have 
been conferred on 
athletes of far lesser 
calibre. There is indeed a 
sense of irony in this. 

Tiger Bedi belongs to 
the Les Autres category 
of the athletes, which 
means a congenital 
disability. He was bom 







i 


with four fingers and 
Che palm missing. He is 
classified as L-6 class of 
athletes. 

Bedi’s love for sports 
dates back to his 
childhood days. As a 
student, of St. Joseph's 
Convent in Kamthi, he 
participated in athletics, 
football and cricket. He 
was adjudged the best 
athlete in the Vidharbha 
Regional School Boys 
Meet. Using only his 
right hand, he mastered 
the art of batting and 
had the distinction of 
leading his school team 
as well as the regional 
team to several victories. 

I^ater on, at the college 
level. Joginder Singh 
concentrated on 
badminton and 
athletics He was the 
best athlete of the 
Nagpur University from 
1967-69. The pentathlon 
champion he was the only 
athlete from the 
University to participate 
at the National level and 
win a medal in the 
hammer throw, using 
just one hand 

Then for some years. 
Tiger's sports activities 
was restricted to a hobby 
l©i>el. He concentrated 
on his business 8n(L>. • 

looking after his family.- 
It was in 1981 that'Tiger 
Bedi came to know that 
there was a separate 
category for people like 
him. He took part in the 
National Sports for the 
Disabled and walked 
away with the shot put, 
discus, and javelin 
golds. He thus qualified 
for the FESPIC Games in 
Hong Kong the 
following year.' 

He was too excited at 
the prospect of taking 
part in his first 
international meet. 
SRiough he struck gold 
in all his pet events, 

(shot put, discus, 



Rajiv Gandhi felicitating Tiger Bedi 


javelin), yet he was 
deprived of the 
medals.... all due to the 
bureaucratic and 
technical fault in his 
entry. 

So, in 1984, Digamber 
P. Mehendale, President 
of the Sports Association 
for the IJisabled 
shouldered the 
responsibility of getting 
the entries through. 
Mehendale, a bank 
officer in Pune is 
himself a bilateral 
amputee. 

Bedi, gratefully 
acknowledges the 
excellent work which 
Mehendale is doing for 
promoting sport for the 



On reach|];^g the 
USA. thejjidioik. 
Embassy was 
quite A. 

uncooperative^' 

Only when Dr. 
Barua^anNRl. 
threatened to 
expose the Indian 
ouicidle to the : 
American media, 
only then 4id 
theyreluctan% 


disabled. Mehendale, is 
himself a national gold 
medallist and has won 
two silver medals at the 
FESPIC Games. 

Due to Mehendale's 
efforts. Tiger was 
included in the 
contingent for the New 
York Paralympics. The 
team had to brave many 
obstacles and overcome 
‘the usual’ bureaucratic 
hurdle. The foreign 
exchange was not 
released by the Reserve 
Bank in time. Then, the 
Maharashtra Chief 
Minister had promised 
the team’s airfare from 
the CM’S Fund. But 
could manage only a 




part of it. There were 
uncertainties of the 
team making it to the 
USA. They were 
frantically searching for 
sponsors, but somehow 
they made the trip. 

On reaching the USA, 
the Indian Embassy was 
quite uncooperative. 
Only when Dr. Barua, 

' an NRI, threatened to 
expose the Indian 
officials to the American 
media, only then did 
they reluctantly help 
out. 

The team had no time 
to practise for their 
events. Tiger had to go 
straight for his events. 

It was incredible that in 
spite of the mental 
pressure, Bedi did India 
proud, winning three 
medals. But he still 
regrets his performance 
in the jevelin as his 
throw of 34.18m was far 
below his national best 
of 40m. Tiger's next 
destination was the 
Seoul Paralympics. And 
again, he had a 
harrowing time getting 
RBI clearance and a 
sponsor. However, he 
managed to cut through 
the red tape, but fate did 
not destine that he 
should go to Seoul. A 
day before his flight to 
Seoul from Delhi Bedi 
lost his father. He 
immediately forgot 
Seoul and rushed back 
to Kamthi for the last 
rituals. “There would be 
other occasions if the 
Almighty permits,” he 
smiled and accepted his 
fate. 

Tiger, you have done 
well. You have done 
what our able bodied 
Indians fail to achieve. 
Although you have won 
international acclaim, 
yet ironically, you 
remain in oblivion in- 
your OWN country. Sad. 
Sad indeed. 





IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDOE 


I QUESTIONS 

I 

! 

i 1 . Who was th(' f,.t> >n(j glider pilot 
j to make a free ''iglii across the 
I English Ciiar.i-ifl''' 

! 2 . Who was Ur' I), st to have 
; wind s'j' led ha. way across the 
I f.‘nr^!i'.h (di.snner'' 

: 3 Wt'o was the first woman to ride 
11! :n(,‘ Grand National'^ 

4 clow many > Irivers per car are 
; thf'c* in the I e Mans ?4-hour 

; mce''’ 

' S> Wfiatisa Toopor"'? 

, 6 What e; a "Cticst Pass" in 
j basketi tali'? 

7 F or which sport or game is 
j Twickenhcim fanioii.s'? 

[ b With whictr s()ort is “double waist 
i lift connocteri'? 


ANSWERS 

1 Ken Me.ssei ujer who did so on 
July 21, Ui7/ 

2 Flying Officer Jor'alhan Webb 
On Docr-mber 13, 1977 he made 
th(> 30 rnilo c rossinr^ from 

I Folkestone to Cap Gns Nez in 

I about four hours 

j 3 Charlotte Brew (iri the 1977 
i race) 

I 4. Two 

j 5. Sail boats un wheels designed for 
I skirr^rning ovr. i •..jndy beaches 
j and aidieldc 
6 A twn-lntndr.’O pass delivered 
wilft a snap of inc wrist from chest 
level to lt)o lecoivf'r's chest level 
i 7 Twickenham (Known as 
“Twir.keis" to luiiger fans) 

8 Ice skating 


Ranjit Ghose 


CHESS 

Back in the nineteentli century 
it was considered cowardly to 
defend. The accent was on attack 
and more attack. Gambits were 
the speciality of the day, 
positional build ups being 
considered boring 
As a result defensive technique 
was abysmal and absurd error s 
were made by defenders in 

I perfectly tenable positions. 

I li^ .\days when you play a 

w 


romantic opening you can be 
certain your opponent will be 
looking for ways to return the 
material for a counter attawk. Like 
this game. 

White. Bondarevsky Black; 
Mikenaa Albin Counter Gambit 

I d4 d5 2 c4 e5 3 deS d4 4 Nf3 N 
c6 5 g3 Bg4 0 Nbd2 Qd7 7 Bg2 
0-0-0 8 ti3 Bf5 9 a3 f6 10 ef6 Nxf6 
11 b4 Re8. This is a typical Albin. 
Bla/;k has a lead in development 
and the threat of Bd3 looks 
strong. After 12Kfl black would 
have a promising position. But 
this is the twentieth century, 
j (Diagram) 12 Bb2!! Bd3 13 0-0 
' Bxo2 14Qa4 Bxfl 15 Rxfl White 
I returns the pawn and throws the 
j excliange in for good measure. In 
! return he has a winning attack. 

I 15 Kb8 16 b5 Nd8 17 Nxd4 
I Bc5 18 N2b3 Bxd4 19 Bxd4 b6 20 
I c5 Re7? Black has to return the 
exchange by either 20— Re4 or 
20 Re6. However he would 
remain a pawn down with the 
' inferior position. 

21 cb6 cb6 22 Bxb6! ab6 23 
Qa8 + Kc7 24 Qa7-rKd6 25 
; Rdl+Ke5 26Rxd7Nxd7 27 
I Qc7-l-Ke6 28Nd4+Kf7 29Nf5 
1 Rel-l-30Kh2Rdl 31 Qc2and 
! black resigns 

j After Black's 11th White to play 



Davmgahu Dirtta 


BRIPOE 

One difference between the two 
intellectual pastimes of chess and 
bridge is the fun element present 
in the latter. There goes the true 
story of one of the world’s leading 
players, Bob Hamman of USA, 
playing in an American 
tournament. He played a poor 


contract rather well to escape for 
one down. An old lady kibitzer 
tapped him on the shoulder, “You 
know you could have made the 
hand by finessing the diamond 
jack and cashing the top hearts 
^fore giving up a club. ’’ 
Hamman, who could well see that 
on the lady”s suggested line he 
would actually have been down 
three, nevertheless nodded his 
agreement, leaving the lady with 
the happy feeling of havii^ 
taught something to a world 
champion. 

To-day’s hand from the 
Canadian Macabbi Invitational 
Pairs, won by Canada’s 
well-known theoretician-player 
Eric Kokish and his wife Beverly, 
features Mansour Habib, one of 
Pakistan’s second-string players. 
As West, Mansour held:- 


«KQ10S2 C>532 098S 

and heard the bidding go • 

HaUb North* Eatt 

1 ♦ 2*- 4« 

Pass 6 

* game-raise m heads 
“second suit 

Mansour looked (bidding boxes 
were in use) carefully at the 
bidding and Judged that the ace of 
clubs was coming down in 
dummy—how could North bid 
the slam without a club control! 


4K 2 

South 

5 0“ 
All Pass 


Being a great admirer of Zia 
Mahmood, he tried to talk declarer 
out of a potentially succussful 
club finesse with a Zia-esque lead 
of-—the club deuce! This was th® 
full hand;- 


WRTHWummy) 
O A 4 
c? A Q 8 4 
O 10 2 

J 10 9 4 3 


WEST 

# K Q 10 8 2 
C S 3 2 
OSes 
•1^ K 2 


EAST 

* J 9 7 6 5 3 
C? K 
O O J 7 
4 s 7 S 


SOUTH 
4 J 10 9 7 S 
<7 A K 6 4 3 
O A Q 6 

Convinced that the lead was a 
singleton and that the club king 
was onside, declarer won the first 
trick and. to avoid a possible ruff, 
banged down the trump ace with 
gratifying results. I can hear 
Mansour sigh “Oh, why did I have 
to think 80 much?” 
tMitemiOhoM 








KARATE 



N OW let’s move onto 
ido-kihona with 
the legs. 
Combining the 
basic movements into a 
forward-moving 
sequence, ido-kihonstor 
the legs are done in the 
same stance as the ones 
for the hands: 
zen-kutsu-dachi. The 
only difference being in 
the position of the 
hands; where the hands 
were in gidan-barai, 
here they are held up to 
guard the face. 

Standing in 
zen-kut8U-dacbi. body 
weight distributed 70% 
on the hront foot and 
30% on the back foot, 
bring the back foot up so 
that the knee is above 
waist height. As you do 
this, straighten the 
ankle so that the toes 
point toward the ground 
and curl the toes in 


preparation to allow the 
ball of the foot to take 
the impact. Then, 
making sure you are 
well balanced on the foot 
you are standing on, 
perform a mai-giri kick 
at the chin of your 
opponent. 

On completion of the 
kick, bring the kicking 
leg back to the middle 
positon with the knee 
folded. Then finish up 
with the kicking leg 
landing in front to go 
into zen-ktiiBu-dachi 
again. 

While performing this 
ido-kihon, the hands are 
held up, guarding the 
face. While beginners 
can drop one hand while 
kicking, advanced 
students should keep 
both hands up 
throughout the 
movement. 

Siiiv^P Osiifluliff 
KyokiMMnfaiWato 












Rob Hughes 
compares the 
two masters 
in the light of 
Maradona’s 
recent effort 
to copy a 
miraculous 
feat by Pele 






aradona 















T HC^E who say history 
has no value in today's 
fast-moving soccer 
world are wrong, utterly 
wrong. The sport has ijo 
hail of fame, but who needs 
dummies when the great ones 
roam caverns of our mind? 

The more imaginative players 
fill their heads with such 
memories. Diego Armando 
Maradona does, anyway. 

The Argentine tried during the 
South American championships 
to meastire himself against Pele, 
the finest of them all. Maradona, 
in Pole’s home stadium, attempted 
one of the old master’s most 
audacious strokes. 

Measure for measure, 

Maradona went a few inches 
closer to perfection. On the centre 
line of Rio de Janeirp’s famous 
Ii^acana field, he controlled the 
ball on his thigh and as it 
dropped—as he turned—he struck 
it with his left foot. 





rhe New l&le? 




It was like a ^Ifer’s chip. The 
ball looped over Uruguay’s 
goalkeeper, Javier IZeoli, but 
rebounded off the bar of the goal 
over 60 meters away. 

Don’t tell me Maradona had not 
chosen his time and place. Don’t 
think he had not deliberately 
sought to better the watching 
Pele. 

Back in 1970, when Maradona 
was a little onion, Pele left a World 
Cup audience spellbound by 
lofting a near-identical shot 
fractionally wide of 
Czechoslovakia’s net. 

An onion? Maradona was then a 
nine-year-old urchin from a 
Buenos Aires shantytown Just 
exploring his own talent in a team 
sailed Los Cebollitaa. the Little 
Unions. 

Some folks already called him 
the "new Pele.” Ridiculous: All the 
beefsteak in Argentina hasn’t 
raised him above shoulder-high to 
the Brazilian. 


Yet, whatever Pele could do, 
Maradona thinks he can improve. 
Striking the bar was three inches 
better than skimming it. 

Maradona’s store of tapes 
probably center on Pele the way 
Mike 'Tyson mentally replays the 
moves of Joe Louis. 

If Maradona has read any book, 
it must be “Pele: My Life and the 
beautiful Game,” page 176 of 
which recalls coming “close to my 
most unforgettable goal. ” 

In addition to playing 
spontaneously the way his father, 
Doninho, had helped teach him, 
Pele was emalytical. Studying 


He (Maradona) has the 
ability to rank among 
soccer's finest, but 
also has a lot of 
growing up to do to 
become the man of a 
thousand decent 
performances that was 
Pele. 


tapes, he spotted European 
goalies straying from their line 
when the ball was far away. 

"I waited,” he wrote, “for a 
moment to demonstrate Doninho’s 
advice to play instinctively, 
almost without thinking." 

The moment came against Ivo 
Viktor and from beyond the center 
circle. Pele shot “almost without 
thinking, but with full knowledge 
of what I was doing. ” 

Until last week’s satellite TV 
pictures from Rio, I never 
expected to see anyone repeat 
that. 

Bravo, Maradona. But you have 
not yet, and may never, arouse the 
same affection as Pele. 

This isn’t nostalgia. And it isn’t 
just that they are children of a 
different time—children in the 
sense that sportsmen retain a 
sense of fantasy. 

Against Czechoslovakia and 
subsequent 1870 opponents, Pele 
shrugged off his near-miss and 







It was like a golfer’s 
chip. The ball looped 
over Uruguay’s 
goalkeeper Javier 
Zeoli, but rebounded 
off the bar of the goal 
over 60 metres away. 


concentrated on winningr the 
trophy with regular flash^a <a 
genius. 

Maradona, alas, disintegrated. 
He petulantly beat the ground 
with both hands, he lost self 
control, he led Argentina’s 
pathetic whining and eventually 
Jostled and pushed the referee 
who wouldn’t give what he 
wanted. 

Maradona trampled to dust the 
ethic of sportsmanship. 
Argentines and Uruguayans 
traded kicks andhlows 
despicably, and I was not sorry to 
see him fail. 

He has the ability to rank 
among soccer’s finest, but also has 
a lot of growing up to do to become 
the man of a thousand decent 
performances that was Pele. 
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Pele the hero of the 1970 World 
Cup 

B ut isn’t Maradona victim of 
more pressured times? To a 
degree, yes—but Pele, absolutely „■ 
butchered during the 1966 World 
Cup, came back harder. He never 
cheated. 

And his young countrymen, by 
no means comparable to the team 
of the ’70s, did at least reclaim in 
style the South American 
championship that Brazil last won 
40 years ago. 

’Their victory deHed the dreadful 
pessimism of fanatics who burned 
effigies of Sebastiao Lazaroni, the 
teaun’s new manager, as the 
tournament began. 

By the end, 170,000 believers 
thronged the Maracaiui, hailing 
the new starlets. Somewhere 
between those two extremes lies f 
truth. 

Spending $1 million to lure 
leading players back fiom 
Europecui clubs, Brazil on home 
soil repossessed its old attacking 
brio. 

Its game against Paraguay was 
a dream, a clean match, a display 
of Brazilian one-touch skills easily 
worth twice the 3-0 score. 

Impetus stemmed hrom 
Marzino, an irresistible 
right-back convinced—^like 
Brazilians through the ages—that 


Back in 1970, when 
Maradona was a little 
onion, Pele left a World 
Cup audience 
spellbound by lofting a 
near>identicai shot 
fractionally wide of 
Czechoslovakia’s net 


he is God’s gift to attacking wing 
play. 

Every sprint Marzino made, 
every teasing foray, inspired 
support from the upwardly mobile 
forwards Bebeto and Silas. 

Bebeto is that rare bird, a 
home-based Brazilian. Not for 
long, though: Marseille has flirted 
with signing him, and Bayern 
Munich may go the whole way. 

He scored six goals in this 
championship—left foot, right 
foot and head—with exquisite 
timing. 

His partner, Romario, has 
become a goal-scoring junkie, 
continuing his Olympic success in 
Seoul last year by scoring more 
times for PSV Eindhoven in six 
months than anyone else in the 
Dutch league. 

Paraguay could no more 
contain him than trap a spider in a 
fisherman’s net. Uruguay lost 
him for a split second in the final, 
and Romario won the match. 

What a goal. Uruguay, like 
clamps on defense and with Ruben 



Sosa lightning-quick on attack, 
played cat and mouse for 49 
minutes. 

Then Marzino erupted. He ran 
the length of the field, flicked the 
ball with the outside of his boot to 
Bebeto, took a return pass and 
drove the ball with spin to the near 
post. 

From nowhere, Romario, just 
5-feet, a-inches (1.73 meters), 
sprang to beat Zroli with a headed 
goal. 

It was a remarkable triumph, 
especially since Lazaroni’s first 
choices for attack, Renatoof 
Roma and Careca of Napoli, were 
unavailable. 

In addition, Brazilians are at the 
top of league scoring charts in 
Spain (Baltazar) and Portugal 
(Cascaval), and Charles of Bahia is 
rising fast. 

The other department which 
has failed Brazil in the 1980s, 
goalkeeping, is also in safe hands 
with the tall, imperturbable 
Taffarel. 

So Brazil expects to eliminate 
Venezuela and Chile in qualifying 
matches toward the 1990 World 
Cup. 

“I hope Chile knocks them out,” 
Italy’s manager, AzeglioVicini, 
said ”I don't want to meet Brazil in 
this World Cup.” 

Maybe not. But some millions of 
us might want to see it. 







aP 






I tiis. (iiMt ((Mcjcr, IS Ihf 
h.u k ysrcl ol tlie hcni'-t' of 
Ml .md Ml s CiUtoiiTi.in 
I lie qi ,iss tiMUlls court 
V. 1 'o tliu I oiirl-ol-thi' yi',11 
( uu:i",t 


PeU'i- It ii(i Wfiidy 
Gut<TiH;iu's lovely 
gTiiss cotict, si( miU'il 
behiml tlioir hoiiic in 
Pax ton. 

Massacliusetts, won 
Tennis Indnstry 
maf^azinc's annnul 
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fcnuss court, designed 
and built by Micluiel 
Ixwely. is laid in a 
nortli-south 
configuratioi\ and 
covc'red by a German 
creeping bentgrass 
iniportt'd from 
Canada. 
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A SUCCESSION OF 
rabbit hutches 
perches atop the 
grandstands and 
pavilions of J^gbaston, 
Headingly. Old Traf* 
ford, St John’s Wood. 
Kennlngton, and hard 
hy the- river Trent. In 
one such hutch last 
month, an avuncular old 
cove in a canary-yellow 
pullover and perforated 
brown and white shoes 
of a sort not often, seen 
I outside the Drones Club 
' was beaming at the bats- 
manship of Aiistralian 
Steve Waugh, when sud¬ 
denly the door behind 
him burst open and 
there stoOd a police¬ 
woman clutching a card¬ 
board box. 

Behind her was a 
policeman in a helmet 
who pointed an accusing 
finger at thb man with 
the shoes. The police¬ 
woman advanced and 
pressed the box upon 
him as if presenting a 
summons or parking 
ticket. But it was neither 
of these things. It was a 
cake foom the Traffic Di¬ 
vision of the Leeds Con¬ 
stabulary, presented to 
Brian Johnston with 
thanks for all the years 
of enjoyment he had 
given them. 

, A little later, at the tea 
interval, Mr Johnston 
was at the microphone, 
broadcasting to the na¬ 
tion. as he has done for 
44 years. Naturally, he 
thanked the police for 
the cake, identified PC 
Pearson, who at that 
very moment was stand¬ 
ing guard at the wicket, 
commented on the icing 
and the stance of the 
decorative cricketers on 
top. and announced that 
he was now tree to drive 
at 70 miles an hour 
through the clt^ centre 
whenever he liked. Then 
he turned to his right. 
"Ycm ever been given 



anything by the Leeds 
police, Fred?” 

The former England 
and Yorkshire fast bow¬ 
ler removed the pipe 
foom his teeth and took 
the feed like the did pro 
Fred Tiueman is. "Only 
a speeding ticket,” he 
said, but with all the 
northern bother and 
aggression which make 
him and his fellow York- 


is one of the nation’s 
treasures. 

Hour after hour, day 
in, day out, this small 
group of middle-aged tp 
elderly men chunter on, 
live, unrehearsed and 
unscripted. In a televi¬ 
sion age they upstage 
their on-screen rivals 
with every ball bowled. 
The BBC is so embarras¬ 



"And the bail has been hit, hard and high. And....” 


shireman, Don Mosey, 
such perfect foils for 
southern fancy caps like 
Johnston, Trevor Bailey, 
Henry Blofeld and 
Christopher Martin- 
Jenkins, the BBC’s 
cricket correspondent. 

Test Match Special, 
with its running jokes 
about cakes and double- 
decker buses, its back- 
of-the-class cheek, its 
nicknames (Johnners, 
Blowers, Beiders, the 
Alderman, the Doctor) 
and. most of all, its 
sheer professionalism. 


sed that it is impossible 
to discover how many 
people watch the Test 
match on television with 
the sound turned off. 

Spending a day in the 
commentary box, as I 
did at Leeds recently, it 
vras gratifying to have 
most of one’s assump¬ 
tions confirmed. Brian 
Johnston says: “It’s like 
any other group of 
friends watching cricket 
together.” An exaggera¬ 
tion. The two summaris- 
ers, Trueman and 
Bailey, played 128 Testa 


between them. The 
others have played club 
or league cricket, 
though Martin-Jenkins, 
who played one game for 
Cambridge, claims to be 
the only one still playing 
regularly. 

I had assumed the box 
they sat in was small, 
but hadn’t realised how 
small. In the front row 
there is BiU Friifdall, 
with scorebook, stop¬ 
watches, reference 
books and beard. In the 
centre, the commentator 
and, on the right, the 
summariser. ']l%e pro¬ 
ducer Peter Baxter, is 
sometimes at their 
elbows. The commenta- 
tors-^ohnston. Mosey, 
Martin-Jenkins and the 
visitor from Oz, Neville 
Oliver—work in 20- 
minute shifts, while the 
summarisers—Trueman 
and Bailey—do roughly 
half an hour, although 
they’re rather more 
flexible. 

Now Test Match Spe¬ 
cial is under threat. In a 
couple of seasons it will 
have been hived off to 
the new Radio 5, where 
it will have to take its 
chances against syn¬ 
chronised swimming 
and darts. The naughty 
boys in the back row of 
the remove will have 
been disciplined, and 
this most English of in¬ 
stitutions will be no 
more. Logically, of 
course, the decision is 
absolutely correct. 
There is no place for 
ball-by-ball commentary 
in a sane, logical world. 

“If only,” as one crick¬ 
et-blind BBC mand^n 
is said to have told them, 
"you could let us know 
when the^ next, wicket 
was going to fall, it 
would make life so much 
easier.” 

Quite, 
ns Hsrii 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money. A wider range of 
models. And unique features 
that put it in a class of its own. 
That s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
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bring out grand music with great power. All 
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Is the Board’s ban on the six 
Indian cricketers too harsh, 
or did the players deserve it? 



Will the players eventually 
react strongly and will the 
ban actually conic about? 


KIRAN MORL 
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With the Nehru Cup already in 
jeopardy, will higtier authorities 
mediate a compromise’^ 


What etiect will all this h<ive 
on Indian cricket now ami m 
the luture':^ 


RAVI SHAS I HI 



















































































YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 



THE SmTSWORLD-MARINi 
SPOHTS SPEOm OFFER 



Sports world is available by (inland) post 

Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 for two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 petr year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you. 

FollowinK are the books ]rou can choose from 



HowoMtnCiltiartiC^rtaQnaRs'iaifae^ . 
Be^^art^bookqrBheHeoyll^af B i^lona|c^i^ 
iwBoifiemiekidKfrA 
' ''TaMi«topaie;H^'Myif»RB'l36 ' 
''The’j|ha^^^«hh'rh|66, 


IMflTONE a yuar’t taiiicilptlon 

Boycott; Odn^^ 

: vyayMetdiantReBO 
the Badninion Stoiy^ 

.■ ]^fls:l44 ■■ 

; ' Te^; tralning,^ wiiinihg 



Tick off the one4wo titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of: Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 










,,.v.- . » *><■ * •*-* 


MUflBalliai 






a ThaBcM of Coatt^fiDV 
CMokot u IiuUo BWoklid 
maion ortoket b motii g oImmm 

toporlokoler»f^i|rtar. >: 
flportiworlil taJjfM f 
. .difemnt ••pMtO oniv ■ttuatiOOu 
Bsperi'nom. plojrer obmimnitB 
•adoptnloiu 


otrwdy. tort 


■fv: ■■■' ■^,J)fW.;i 








if.-? 




\ ;'<u' 









SportswoHd! 


16-22Auguiti 19S6 VoIiiiimX Imim42 

AnAnandaBmrPiiMeallwiRs 7.00 



20 Andre Agassi: Troubled times 
38 The success of Terry Alderman 
40 British Open Golf 

63 Photograph of the week 

64 The crazy sport of triath Ion 

75 Karate 

76 Soccer Diary 
80 Bangalore derby 
82 Freewheeling 


Cover photographs by s«*iiiiGh<Mh 
Poster photograph by Tommy 
Hindley 

Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

AMlelant Editor Andy O'Brien 

Chief Sub-Editor Pradeep Paul 

Prlnelpal Correapondent Mudar Patharya 

Editorial Staff; Subhaah Sarcar, Suprakash 
Qhoshal. Rohlt David BrljMm. A^Laa. 
Sh9vtin Sobftstian. Chatttntf^ 
Madras Corraapoodanl: Paitab Rarnchand 
Senior Pfielographar: NIkhil Bhattachaiya 

Art Director: AmlyaBhattacharya 
Staff Daelgnara: Sushanta Bhatlacharya and 

SamirBIswaa 

EdKorW AaaManto: Frank Qomaa, Su|it 
Ghosh 

PuMftwd WM) pHnIto lof An»ndi BMW * * 

9 Pnhita Swti* SlteW. C«leull» 700 001 
^BHitKumwBnu 

Ak mclwg* lor SilnoBor. m-OolW wSTiljuto 20 piioo 
_NonnemomSUtw-aSPolw .— 

























FERRARI'S TRACK RECORD 


K 8 been almost ten yeara since 
trrarl produced a world Cham- 
pion. The last one being the South 
African Jody Soheckter Who be¬ 
came world champion in 1879. 
Before him Niki Lauda wcm the 
championships in 1977 and 1975. 
The company which has won 95 
OPa till date is desperately look- 




Idg for ahothefr "wcA^ chani- 
]:dcm8hip and it all depends on 
Briton Nigel Manaall^ who has 
signed again with Ferrari for the 
1990 season to carry on the cru-- 
sade next year. Ferrari has vfcon 
the World Constructors Cham¬ 
pionships in 1961, 1975, 1976, 
1977, 1979. 1989 and 1983. 
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were tipped to be potential 
winners. The final piece of the 
Ferrari jigsaw fell into place when 
new recruit Mansell drove to a 
well deserved victory in the 
Brazilian GP. It looked like 
Ferrari’s glory days were here 
again. 

But the sun didn’t shine long 
enough. A major accident at the 
San Marino Grand Prix rendered 


Gerhard Berger hors de combat 
for at least six weeks—an 
irrevocable loss considering 
Berger had been the mainstay of 
the team over the last two seasons, 
finishing 5th in 1987 and 3rd in 
'88. Along with Mansell, Berger 
was supposed to provide Ferrari 
with the double edge that they 
lacked so far. The burden now 
shifted totally onto Mansell. 


Yet more trouble came Ferrari’s 
way when the gearbox electronics 
played up to sideline Mansell in 
the 31st lap of the Monaco GP. A 
bust rear suspeosion on his Fl/89 
during an earlier practice lap 
almost doing him in, Mansell 
being lucky not to hit anything 
solid. 

Even as Ferrari's tinkermen 
worked overtime to iron out the 





gearbox problems, a mix-up 
between Mansell and team 
manager Cesare Fiorio led to 
Ferrari’s lone entry in the 
Montreal Grand Prix being 
disqualified. Pulling into the pits 
' for a tyre change immediately 
after the parade lap, Mansell ran 
an orange light and left the pit 
lane while the rest of the fl^d 
were still assembled on the 

ecATIIBCS 


starting grid. The race authorities 
deemed it illegal; and Mansell was 
out. With Berger, driving well at 
third spot, also limping out in the 
seventh lap, Ferrari’s problems 
were compounded. 

Speaking about the controversial 
gearbox, Mansell was close 
mouthed about the working of 
gearchange. "I have mixed 
feelings,” he admitted. "Going up 


As if their new car and talented 
drivers aren't enough Ferrari has 
the added advantage of divine 
support Pope John Paul II checks 
out the Ferrari range during a visit 
to the Ferrari motor racing track 
in Fiorani, Italy 

the box it's fine, but changing 
down 1 don't like not being able to 
skip gears. You have to go down 
through each in turn. And unless 
you have your speed judged 
perfectly, you can lock the rear 
wheels and that's when it gets 
difficult to maintain control.” 

But despite his views about the 
“gear shin,” Mansell has stayed 
with the Ferrari team for the 1990 
season showing how much 
confidence he has in the team and 
its set of engineers. Moreover he is 
also confident that his car's 







Plaro LardI Ferrari, son of the late 
Enzo Ferrari, is flanked by hie two 
drivera: Mansell (left) and Berger. 
Will this combination strike gold 
this season? 

gearbox problems will soon be 
solved. 

Cesare Fiorio, the man behind 
Lancia's seven-year rally 
domination, who was brought 
over to manage Ferrari at such a 
short notice is confident that the 
Italian team will yet again take 
the chequered flag in the coming 
races, hitting the Japianese 
domination of Formula One. 

Noted columnist Normen Powell 
also opining that what he's seen of 
Ferrari makes him “rate them as 
the only team capable of mounting 
a realistic challenge to McLaren." 

O.P. MiMi 
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Is the Board’s ban on the six 
Indian cricketers too harsh, 
or did the players deserve it? 



Will the players eventually 
react strongly and will the 
ban actually come about? 


KIRAN MORE 
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With the NehruCup already in 
jeopardy, will higher authorities 
mediate a compromise? 


What effect will all this have 
on Indian cricket now and in 
the future? 


RAVI SHASTRI 
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M.A.K. PAT AUDI feels it would be in the 
fitness of things if the patriotic defenders of 
our democracy were to let the B. C. C /. take 
an unhindered line of action __ 


T o date 26 Members of 
Parliament have taken 
up the cause of six of 
the banned cricketers, 
in an obvious attempt 
to put a bit of pressure 
on the Working: Committee 
which will finally decide the 
issue as far as the B.C.C.I. is 
concerned. In the meanwhile 
further attempts will no doubt 
be made by the public and 


the country. Since eminent 
j former cricketers like Lala 
I Amarnath, Mushtaq Ali, 
Wadekar, Jaisimha. have also 
expressed their disapproval of 
the ban. present players like 
Kapil Dev are begging: for 
mercy, with patently 
defenseless pleas like “the 
Board is our parent, and we 
are the children’; and former 
stars like Bedi would have 


preferred the ban to apply to 
all the defaulters.it is unlikely 
that any one view is going to 
meet general approval. 

But here goes. 

Two or six wrongs do not 
make a right, and if unofficial 
tours have been organised 
before I cannot believe that 
they have taken place against 
the explicit wishes of the 
B.C.C.I. This is so of the trip to 
the U.S. A. and Canada which 
was not made to foster and 
encourage the game as the 
Indians would like us to 
believe, but as Imran Khan 
writes "with the idea that it 
would be a good holiday for the 
boys and a chance for some 
sight seeing.” He may have 
forgotten to add that for most 
Indians sight-seeing comes a 
poor second to shopping. 

Nor am I prepared to accept 
that the senior and 
experienced cricketers were 
unaware that the B.C.C.I. was 
reaching the end of its tether, 
and that even with Sunil 
Gavaskar in charge they 
believed all hurdles would be 
cleared without any fuss. The 
B.C.C.I. had said NO and if it 
made a compromise it stood to 
lose face with the International 
Cricket Conference. 

I am also in favour of not 
banning the junior players 
because I suspect that they 
were misguided, and since 
they were dealing with an 
enquiry commission where 
inexperience and ignorance 
may be acceptable as a reason, 
and not a court of law, a fine is 
a sufficient deterrent. 


As such it would be in the 
fitness of things if the patriotic 
defenders of our democracy 
were to let the B.C.C.I.take an 
unhindered line of action. I 
can assure them that while it 
will certainly embarass some 
cricketers for the moment, it 
will not cause any irreparable 
damage to the game. 

Having flexed its muscles 
(and not found it too painful). 



There are certain | 

clauses in the I 

contract which are 
archaic, and which 
should be 
removed. 

A little 

less suspicion 
from both sides 
will ease the ^ 

tension in the 
future 



the Board could now perhaps 
have another attempt at 
maintaining better 
communications with the 
players. There are certain 
clauses in the contract which 
are archaic, and which should 
be removed, giving a player a 
little more freedom of 
movement. A little less 
suspicion from both sides will 
ease tension in the future. But 
for the present, the Working 
Committee must stand firm 
and not let the side down. 

11 



"wo or six wrongs 
do not make a 
right, and if 
unofficial tours 
have been 
organised before i 
cannot believe 
that they have 
taken place 
against the 
explicit wishes of 
the B.C.CJ. 


other interested parties to find 
common cause with the 
“darlings” and the “heroes” of 
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Coined by one of their members, the BCCI 
had this phrase running through their minds 
when they decided to come down hard on the 
cricketers who toured the USA and Canada. 

Gautam Bhattacharya provides the 
fascinating story behind the banning of six 

Indian cricketers 


M uch as it seemed to be, 
it was not exactly an 
Alfred Hitchcock kind 
of film: where mystery 
and suspense awaits 
you at every corner. 
No, it was more in the nature of an 
Agatha Christie spell-binder 
where the tension builds up over a 
period of time and eventually one 
opponent underestimates 
another. And pays the price for it. 

The banning of the six Indian 
cricketers by the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
disciplinary committee came as a 
shock both to the players and 
Indian cricket in general.. But the 
other party to the controversy, 
namely the BCCI, were apparently 
well prepared for their action, 
ith anti-player sentiments on 
e increase within the Board, it 


V 


seems that the entire backlog of 
tension has all been poured into 
this one action of the Board. 

In the Establishment versus 
Player-power controversy, the 
Board seems to have scored a 
victory which might have a telling 
impression on the moulding of the 
Board-player relationship for a 
long time to come. 

There have been many an 
occasion when the player-Board 
controversy has come close to 
bursting point. But things never 
really went overboard. This time 
too, after the cricketers went on 
their North American Jaunt 
ignoring the Board's commands 
to return, the general feeling was 
that things would blow over. In 
fact, when the Board set up the 
five-man disciplinary committee 
to look into the matter, it did seem | 


like a case of passing the buck. 

Within the Board itself, the 
thinking was that even if the 
committee decided to suspend the 
erring players or slap a heavy fine 
on them, the decision would not be 
unanimotis. Though BCCI 
president B.N. Dutt, I.S. Bindra 
and P.M. Rungta are known to be 
hardliners in matters of 
discipline, the* others on the 
disciplinary committee M. Mantri 
and A. W. Kanmadikar, are so 
close to the players that noone 
would have thought they too 
would agree to the suspensions 
and fines. 

Kanmadikar, the former 
secretary of the BCCI, did not 
attend the Calcutta meeting of the 
committee which preceded the 
historic August 5, Bombay 
meeting. That the Boeird was 


"What wrong have we done” 
seems to be Kapil Dev’s line as the 
banned players address a Press 
Conference. (Right) A ticket for 
the match that caused all the 
trouble 

coming down hard on the players 
was decided not at the Oarware 
Club House, Wankhade Stadium 
on August 5, but at Eden Gardens 
on July 1, 

On that day the Board’s 
Joint-Secretary Mr. NagraJ, in the 
absence of Secretary Ranbir 
Singh, read out the replies to the 
show-cause letters issued to the 
players who played in the US and 
Canada. The replies infuriated the 
already disgruntled membera 
because, barring Venkatahamana, 
all the other replies were exactly 
the same. The Committee 





members were not amused with 
the idea that even the junior 
players cited examples from the 
’83 tour when no action was taken 
atjainst the Indian team that went 
to play in the USA after the West 
Indies tour. 

Though the Board had sent 
show cause notices individually, 
the replies were exactly the same. 
It was obvious that some seniors 
had got together and framed the 
reply and each of the players sent 
a cyclostyled copy of the original. 
Only Venkatramana offered an 
unconditional apology. There 
were cries of “hang them” and 
“are we potato sellers that they 
dare to do this to us,” as the 
enraged committee came to the 
conclusion that the very tone of 
the reply was “neither sincere not 
apologetic”. As a matter of fact the 
word ‘apology’ was not to be found 
in their replies. It just said, “we 
are unhappy and sorry for the 
controversy”. 

Whether the committee 
members were right or wrong in 
their decision and whether the 
insult to their inflated egos 
affected their thinking is a 
different issue. The fact remains 

The flrst page of the brochure 
released for the U8 Cup 
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dalb bland in New York City 
The -May 13 event drew about 15,000 
spectators to the municipal stadium to 


naments in the United States, 

Other Matches Scheduled 
The two teams were to play In IbroD' 
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him fora duck. _ 
The cheering crowd 
m- and Indian flags and, Wm 
- IteWYbrkparkdlicUdsuidix 
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A'--•mold early In a»e tout But he 
V added, “I dwrt want to make any e»- 

W'^uaS'*^ cusey” , 
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V*^”m«bli-” nathbytheidcctoii, Wogsarkatsaid, 


ft\p''‘%bb£unir«the ®3 run 

-.mo^Jn^teueButhe jedding match for t) 

i“l(kHftimnttonukeanye» eoSnTS, Americar 






3 r 

mrd secretary 
lat the 1511st 
Amerka had 
ause they had 
e shipfairenft 
L” ExhibifioQy 
leheduMfar. 
uUbnintoln 


\/n ltl« CWfoMBMI M PIWMIMU AliMip A J C A D 

nathbylheiclcctoii,VkMsarhatsaid, More bports 00 P. " 

scheduttMaySOlnUtA. 
wehadlMbCRmmweeouldpI^ w i |« the Rtkfetanl cai 

ad«dtfor«.00afiomSpc. 

!Sr™!«S.t 5 ?g£l!! ***" 3 S 5 i 5 j£; 

^'ofali^'^ 'Rhaa wM-aBtighbeeii-ba 








The ccremoBK orpiited ^ the Indo-Mi Friendship A<’ 
to have also iutured Mayor Anthony Cotci as v 
driest In the m^oral election, Cocci left ln»' 
lihtions Iff the Jesey Senate am* ' ^ 

IU 1 «i Abdul Qadh; the ar<-'' 
inthe spinnei;ledthe«>^' 

ingtwo-- .os^* HIBHili 

»t' ■ Cs*****^ ik 

- ^Jjera neverse m lOronto 

andbatboMkrofthedwHetookdme tricketfromtheFhddstaniskkwasinibai- 
jngand stnj^bielanMcItebtdotKpiMintfK ly slow as he pitted cardyiywitiihu batt- 
upbeat contest on 14. ing partna; Ramiz Rhja. It seemed as 

^^Hbrth SunlCaMskaz the bidian captain, nos though the ftkistanis would not be able 
llftefs out with only nine nins to hb credit ,locatchtheindians,untilKhanchang- 
Mdstan won the toss and asked India led the fortunes of hu team, 
with six to play flnt The openers were Robin After 34 oieri, he started hitting the 
uforall Singh and Arun Lai. whose partnership bowb hard and with a lot of confidence, 
brought 52 runs in 40 mlnutet InlSniinults,hcseoied40nffls.anby 
After 40 overs, die hi^Mst score was hitting fours r^ sixes. When the match 
^ M. Adiaiuddin's K runs, followed by en^ he was not out with 93 runs. 
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BakistatfiXIDefeats Indian^ 
%hesN.Anmi(^CincketCM 


Continued from page 4H 
hard hitting owr the boundary Khan was 
pariiciilatly severe onan the bowlers and 
hit three sbRS and b«o quick fours, fothe 
Indian bPwling only Amamath seemed 
to be maintaining a steady length and 
keeping a check on the nddsbmi scotii«. 

When Qadir was out in ttre 36ih 
over.with the Rddstani total standlig at 
170 for 5 rdekets, Canskar's strategy 
seemed to be confining Khw at the non- 
strikeri end in which he was foltly suc¬ 
cessful. 

Kban Ibkes a Single 

Hie Mdstanb sb1l needed five runs 
in the last six baUs when Khan took a 
sin^ on the second ball to go to non 
strikm end. 

The Indians among the spectators had 
a dimmer of hope when Mansoor Rana 
was being the last four balls from Sha^ 
ma. But <Mi the next ball Rana turned 
Sharma to the leg side boundary Jw a 


very disappointed, but the gang^li 
cricket to full of Ifa amt buls. "We wUhi^ 
we could makt ^ or more to pulM 
' pressure on the ftokistmd sidd'" he s^ 

The ptoyen who were expectinga hui^; 
crowd were dtoappokitod by the retotto^' 
ly poor attendance But the oiganjaetttr 
felt that future matches would drawl^ 
ger crowds. The people were not sotf 

that the pliers wouldbecoming topfegt 
the mat^, espedally due-to ^ cdA-’’: 
troveixy with the bxlian Cricket Cori^? 
Board asking the playen to return ilk 
India immediately after their lecettt Wfet'. 
Indies tour. .■ 

SCOREBOARD ^ 

niXANXli 

RobM Singi b & BriUit«, Ann Ul r C ai* 
(wbtb a tUlk 17, M. AduniAUn c a BAM bfL;. 
MAk 3L a HwiMw n Anir MAk, b M. Aba£ 
19,N.Aiiuniathnn(MU,AShiniaeM.ltMe' 
k a lAcrliZ, a Cmilarc a Jaiiir b bnin nuOi' 
22, K. OwcC ZAkOiAiIbbmanlOiana aMnie; 
natMtaamleevSliirnii Ibw bnxn Klw a V. 
RiiMm < Imnn Non b A Qadir 1. Enbis Si Wsl'' 
USAaul 


he received the cup from Shag Queredii 
and picked <9 three checks for $2,000 
each. 

Indian captain Gavaskar said be was 


BmKiw 

K. Doa033.1. a Stuma azosso, ft. Sb 
»001.1, Alav Sbarma aus-l, V. Rmana ZO-lf 
M. AnunM 70.^. 

(Konboard IncompMa) 


w'. inaies, i\ot ityingHard,^ 
Felk Indians in Exhibition 


AkbrnT and Wilto vdl irinr bxSap and 
Pbkisfenf Bags wen wsrasd. 

At limea ttmpBfewst4id#>«*0'iSBie 

xpedattMyvbedlifeMisndttOiiiid^^ j 

Khma ^.mliiBBtepliyeronth^ 


(feUstarsi teitn. A ruimei^ tnphy went 
totisMsdiK 

"Kbaimttexpeiiesieetoseesudlian 

tniittirfastk erowd,'' Khan aa^ 
“Then Is gmat poleaiW In Canada 
WA die IMM States for crMirt nuk 
i 'dwir'easd OmsIae 


By ANDY McCORO 

MOUNT VERNON. N.V. - Even in a 

iHiiK-ltiil,iiil l■allillttlllll, .III lihllaii Ic.iiii 

I nf Ibt cricketen and a few former Ifcd 
players failed to overcome the West In¬ 
dies here last week. 

In a 35«ver match on a hastily eoit- 
verted high .school football field, ttve In¬ 
dian side had SIX overs to cancel a defteit 
of less than 2S runs. But Chetan Shar- 
ma and Naiendia Hirwani were run out 
With six and one runs, and C.R. 

, Vishwanathcameontoolatetomakeup 
i the difference He was one for not out 
; A India lost with 183 to 185the 
■' Indies. 

' No man ofthe match vvas declared, but 
the Indian openet Arun Lal, led ail 
batsmen with 76 runs. He began slowly 

ttien gained steam and hit several sixes 
before being run Out on an incautiously 
Attempted sfoge 

Oajoa Has Coed Ros 
Uadbigthe West Indian batsmen, Jeff 
Oufon had a good run until ^i| 
Gavadcar got him out l4 before wicket 
,at 41, Of the bowfetXi Shanna got four 

Mfest lnrflMllal<-ll*la VIVI.-t 


the coming weeks. 

MostinihermuKlnfiihniii 7,0oniv-fr 
■qi|ieaA'Uliin‘li.sl)UicirchMi.‘Hjpviewsof t 
the Tbst players and such rusticated 
maters a Gavakxc Vishwanath. Clive = 
Lhqid and Ibny Cay One partisan start-. 
ding by the boimdaty shouted a ’> 

bovled: "Fite up fire upt What's this . 
friendly contest’" _! 

Ifengsarkar said later of the game; "1 .' 
enjoyed it immensely It’s importmt to ' 
have three orfourteams come over here '■! 
so that the Indians and t^kistanis and',,"' 
West Indians who have settled here can 
get an opportunity to see us.” 

Tbumey Suggested 
Some cricket lovers and promoteix 
have suggested that an intemationaitouv .= 
nament could be established here, like, .> 
the round rofen of onoday internationals 
held at Shariah in the United And) v 
Emirate?. 

Vfengsarlar endorsed the idea by say-i-' 
ing.‘‘That will be tile day" but he adde * ."1 
ed: '‘Ihopetheymalie some good toigh ' ^ 
wickets. Ybu can’t play cricket on these 4 
wickefe." - 'ij 

_■ 3a 
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Do the players have somethin 


p 


that the decision was taken then 
and there: enough was enough, 
the players had to be taught a 
lesson. 

One of the members coined the 
phrase “one-time mistake, 
life-time learning”; and the phram 
went down well with the members 
in their aggressive mood. It was in 
Calcutta itself that they decided to 
ban the players. Though the 
nature of punishment was not 
decided on, the modalities were all 
worked out in consultation with a 
lawyer. It was here that the 
committee took another decision; 
they would divide and rule. 
Deciding to spare the juniors, 
they shortlisted the ‘rebels’. 

The question that arises is; what 
; then was the need for the Bombay 
meeting, if all decisions had been 
' arrived at in Calcutta? It was only 
after examining the pros and cons 
of the matter that the committee 
decided not to formally decide on 
the issue in Calcutta itself. They 
anticipated that banning a few 
I players would invariably lead to 
court cases. Moreover, the 

I A letter from the Pakistan Consul 
; General in New York published in 
I the brochure for the US Cup 


I N normal circumstances 
Kapil Dev is not considered to 
be a very articulate person. He 
probably suffers from a com¬ 
plex bemuse guys like Imran 
Khan and Ian Botham speak 
fluently and with flow. But on 
that tense evening in the Taj 
Intercontinental Hotel, Bombay 
he would have compared to 
dther Imran or Botham. Kapil 
that day was quite a different 
man, speaking fluently and 
aggressively on the Board’s 
high-handedness and in a lan¬ 
guage that was often unprint¬ 
able. “We’re certainly not going 
to kneel down before the Board 
and beg, ‘please have mercy on 
us and let us play’. Don’t print 
this—for the time being. But 
maybe a few days later we’ll tell 
you to write it all. Because 
honestly this is how we feel 
about the Board now”, Kapil 
said, his face flushed with 
anger. 

Ilie anger simmered, the five 
banned cricketers later met in a 
closed-door meeting to decide 
on a strategy to face the chal¬ 
lenge thrown by the Board. The 
mood, of course, was aggres¬ 


sive and fierce in the deter¬ 
mination that the fight miist be 
taken back to the Board's camp. 

In the first meeting after tee 
ban, the players considered the 
option of going to court, get¬ 
ting in touch with two of Bmn- 
bay’s leading lawyers who re¬ 
portedly opined that the 
Board’s contract would hardly 
hold any water in court, for the 
simple reason that* it is too 
one-sided. 

The basis of any contract 
signed, they reportedly said, is 
that the parties involved miist 
be on an eq\ial footing. In the 
Board’s case it has bmn quite 
different. Here, the Board has 
always had the upperhand 
which can be contested strong¬ 
ly in court, convincing the 
judges that the players had 
been a Victim of high¬ 
handedness and an unfair deal. 

The players, however, did not 
want to go for legal action 
immediately. Their first objec¬ 
tive, they decided, should be 
taking their case to the people, ^ 
winning public sympathy, 
which, in turn, would unleash 



I T is reliably learnt teat tee 
players who deposed before 
the Board’s disciplinary 
Committee were asked whether 
Navjot Sidhu had appeared in 
any of the matches in North 
America. The reply was in the 
negative. 

OurNewYofk 

Correspondent George Thottam 
in our issue dated Ju^ 86. •*. 

1989 wrc^:‘TIuringtee aote 
over tee mattteinliiGift^ , » • 






CONtUU OCNCRAl. or PAKISTAN 


■ 2 EAST SS«M STMCtT 
NSW VOAK M V looil 

N«y 8, 1089. 


I would like to sxtend my lidsrtlest 
eongrstulstionK to tha U.s. CrlcKat Control Board 
on Us debut as an organization dedicatsd to tho 
promotion ot thd sport of crtekst In tbs 
Unltsd &tatsi>. 

. The erlokst match to be played on Hay 13 
between two star-studded teama from India and 
Pakistan has generatsd unprsoedentsd snthusiamn for 
the event not only amonget pbople of South-Aeian 
origin but equally amongst cricket fans who have 
migrated to this country from other nations where 
the gams is popularly followed. Aa matches between 
teams from India and Pakistan havs never been dull 
or Ucklustrm qonteatg, their first-ever encounter ' 
os the American, soil.has proved to be a most keenly 
awaited opportunity for cricket lover* of witneseing 
in action soma-of the world's most celebrated erloket 
players. 

Vhlle tim gems is not totally alias to this 
country, ths forthdoming event would go a long way la 
Introducing in this country the true colour and 
dyaamlsn of cricket. 

Organizing, a maiden'tour of this nature waa 
indeed a ma^pr undertaking requiring for its sucessa 
exetpplohal firganisatlenal etpsbllltles and sheer hard 
workV'For its sucoess', I-wish the Board and ths 
crioJ^b fans tks vbry best. 


(XAi/u 


( S. Hsdi Rasa All ) 








up their sleeves? 


tremendous preasiure on the 
Board And henoe, the pr^n 
oonftrenoe the next day after 
the ban, where the five 'rebels* 
spoke their heart out Facing 
the media, Kapil Dev who 
turned odt to be the chief 
spokesman for the banned 
cncketers said “We don’t want 
a confiontstion with the Board 
We could have gone to court, 
but what 18 the use? That will 
only throw the country’s crick¬ 
et into deeper disgrace ” 

But in spite of all this, there 
were indications that this non- 
confrontation stance of the 
players is a mere stop gap mea¬ 
sure to buy time and to see the 
outcome of the working com¬ 
mittee meeting of the Board 
The players obviously wanted 
to conceal their real intentions 
while watching if the ban came 
through 

It was decided in one of the 
many closed door meetings of 
the banned players that if the 
working committee of the 
Board upheld the decision to 
ban, then the cricketers would 
even consider calling all their 
colleagues and other cricketers 


to boycott the Board and its 
matches Some senior players 
seriously believe that if KapU 
Dev pleads then no cricketer 
from North 2lona would hesi¬ 
tate to severe their oonneotione 
with the Board 
On the other hand Vengsor- 
kar can use his influence on 
quite a few frontiers m the west 
zone, which in the end result 
would make it impossible for 
the Board to form a team 
If worst comes to the worst 
and even the boycott move falls 
through, the banned cncketers 
could even take the extreme 
step of etagmg parallel match¬ 
es whenever the Board holds a 
nation^ or international event 
They will possibly be looking 
for a ‘Packer’ to eponsor their 
^orts It was rumoured two 
years ago when the Board- 
player confrontation reached 
fever pitch that Kapil Dev 
approached Dlurubhai Ambani 
with the idea of a rebel team 
Will the offer be repeated and 
will the Reliance chairman take 
heed this tune’ 

Oautain BtaMacharya 



Dilip Vengsarkar, Anm Lai and 
KiishSrlkkanth: will the 
{dayershlt back if the ban is 
upheld 


address announcer identified 
the substitute fielder as Navjot 
Sidhu and even paid him 
glowing tributes for his 
century in the Kingston Test “ 
Our correspondent realising 
the implications of such a claim 
crossed checked Orwell Hall, 
one of the oonunentatorefor the 
match (over tlm PA system) 
confirmed Sldbu’s 
participation He distinctly 
remembered the bearded Indian 
who he had seen in action in the 
West Indies Albw weeks ago 
Arvind Oarg, a new York based 
Indian photogpmpher who 
clicked the match fOr aiooal 
publication, and Rick Craig, 
one of the promoters, also 
attested to Sidhu’s 
partioipation 


What &en is Uie answer? 
BRher Sidhnis being protected 
bYhkioQllangwarl^ - 
.. ’ISkXniMsriv^ 
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Did ne Bond Sal Up Iho Plaiart? 


, RtprodiM^ bnow ara CtauM 7,0 ami 0 of tlw eontran drawn up by tlw sect onS 

wl»hl 

SuMtttwaa 



7. The player shall not play Cricket for a period of one year from 
the date of agreement for any private promoter of the game or 
sign any contract to play cricket whatsoever with or for any 
private promoter or mloketer unraoognlaed by the Board or the 
ICC, ICCB or any member country of the ICC of professional or 
amateur nature either inside or outside India in any country 
practising apartheid laws. 

8. In the event of contravention of the above olsoae No. 7(Seven) 
the player shall forfeit all monetary benefits of the tour including 
the Benevolent Fund total atanding to hia credit axid shall be 
debarred from playing any cricket matches conducted or autho¬ 
rised by the Board or its afflHa^ asaoolationa. 

8. In addition, the Board shall also have the power to set-up a 
dlaoipUnary committee consisting of surii members ss it may 
determine to take any disciplinary action as the oonunittee feele 
for any act or miaoondnot or breach of any condition of this 
Agreement after holding any enquiry and attar giving the player 
opportunity to be hMwd in person and cite as witness on his 
behalf. T^ player shall not be allowed to be represented by 
Lawyers or any other body. If after the enquiry, any player is 
fbund gttBty, he shall bs dsbamd from partfripating la any 
tournament conducted by the Board besides imposing sny other 
punfahmentas the Dieoiplinery Oommlttee may deem appropriate 
against the |dayw, 




DtD THE PLAYERS PAY FOR THEIR ARROGANCE? 


Part of the conversation between members of the 
Board’s disciplinary committee and a player at 
the Bombay meeting 

Committee-member: How much have you got playing in North America? 
Player: They provided ub accommodation and gave some pocket 
money. Nothing more. 

Nothing more? Are you sure? Maybe someone else? 

Maybe, I don’t know. 

Do you remember what exactly was there in your contract for the Nortit 
American tour? 

They did not give ns any contract. Everything was verbal. 

I don't think anything thmyou are saying is worth believing. Don't you know 
anything about who got how much? 

It seems I have made a big blunder by not being inquisitive 
enough. I'm sure I won’t make such a mistake next time. 

Why do you cricketers always hanker so much qfter money? 

Who does not want money? I suppose all of us sitting in this room 
need money, don’t we? We are not Mother Teresa, hone of us. Isn’t 
that true? 

I think I can draw a very very appropriate analogy? You guys are like those 
school teachers who are more interested in private tuition than class work? 
I don't think the analogy is very apt. Our performances in the 
West Indies have got nothing to do with our trip to America. 
Why ibd you go there defying the Board's instructions? 

We did not think that the Board would mind. In the past there 
never have been any problems. By the time we g^t to know that 
the Board was against our tour, it was just too late. We could not 
have gone back on our commitments. No way. We gave them (the 
organisers of the North American tour) our word. 

So, your commitment was more important than the Board's instructions? 
Don't you think you have some accountability to the Board? 

Sure, we do. But if we had backed down then, it is only the 
country’s prestige which would have been smeared. 

Oh yes, then you do have a soft comer for the country. You do think about her 
prestige. Did you ever think that by going there what daim^e you caused to 
the Board's image? In North America you even played with Pakistan. And 
here we didn't even get to know diout it. It seems now if a company like 
Reliance darkles some cash before you would just run qfter it, without even 
asking us. If you behave like this, ^e Board, for all practical purposes, Just 
ceases to exist. 

I agree that it was a mistake to have played in North America. 
But one point that must be made clear is that we didn’t know that 
we were playing as India XI. 

And moreover, I think it’s time for you also to consider whether 
such mattera should be sorted out with so much venom and 
hostility from both sides. 

Rather, I think you should try to find why there is so much of a 
oommunication gap between the players and the Board. You seem 
to have adopted a blood and thunder policy to iron such issuos out. 

I don’t think you would be successful. Let’s face it, there is too 
much cash in cricket now. You may settle one problem now, but 
later there will be more and worse. To be honest. I’m quite worried 
with the way you are talking. 

Not this way, there should be a friendly atmosphere between us. 
We should have more dialogues, on more amicable terms. 

Who told you we didn't have dialogues? Then how do you thiidc your 
earnings went by btgrs and bounds every now and titan? 

For One long foment, the cricketer fbll silent. He searched for 
an answer§<He had none. 

mf WUmmfl ‘WWIIMSIliVyB 


contract signed by the players 
states that before any action is 
taken against the players for 
breach of any of the conditions of 
the agreement, the player has to 
be given the opportunity to be 
heard in person. The two-day 
meeting was arranged in Bombay 
primarily to comply with this' 
legal formality. 

Perhaps the committee was also 
under the impression thati during 
the period between the Caicutta 
and Bombay meetings, a few 
players would render their 
apologies. This of course did not 
happen except in the case of a few 
juniors who have been left off 
fairly lightly. 

The senior players, not 
knowing what had transpired in 
the Calcutta meeting, did not give 
an apology a second thought. 

They had obviously miscalculated 
the Board’s seriqusness and 
determination to put an end to 
player power. 

Probably recalling their 
experience before the Reliance 
World Cup (see box on Player 
power), they thought that the 
Board would never jeopardise 
their own Internationa 
tournament: The Nehru 
Centenary Cup, to be held in 
October. At that time it looked 
highly improbable that Australia 
and the West Indies would 
participate. England looked a 
depleted side after 14 of their 4 
cricketers announced they were 
going to South Africa and the 
situation in Sri Lanka put a 
question mark on that team’s 
presence in India for the 
tournament. 

Considering all this how could 
the Board keep players like Kapil 
Dev, Vengsarkar and Ravi Shastri 
out of the home team. “Who then 
would pay to watch the games?” 
one cricketer’s wife asked 
sarcastically. And her feelings 
were fully endorsed by the cricket 
fraternity. 

No-one could see the writing on 
the wall. No-one realised the 
determination of the Board to 
squash the player’s high-handed 
attitude as it were. Even three 


CONTINUED ON PAGE G7 



THE ONE THAT GOT 
AWAY: Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth may have 
considered himself a tntie 
unlucky on returning from 
the V/est Indies with a 
broken hand and short on 
achievements. With the ban 


on the senior rebels . 
Srikkanth may now be 
nursing hopes of becoming 
India's future captain. 
Seems like he has a lot to 
thank Ian Bishop for 



inmiLSonuR 







ANDRE AGASSI 


TROUBLED 



TIWES 

Tennis’ darling boy-wonder finds his power game 
fluctuating dramatically 

bout the only people still enamoured by the hirsute Andre Agassi 
(shrieking females excluded) could be Nike. Ever since the Iranian- 
Armenian-American slunk into those flashy denim shorts, actually designed 
for an unimpressed McEnroe, sales have boomed. The same cannot be said 
for the yoting tyro's game. 

Agassi’s achievements and image over the past two years have been as 
consistent as a drunken soldier’s movements. If there were some who viewed 
him as an incorilgrible punk who was getting increasingly unsufferable as he 


got drunk on his own success, they must be sniggering somewhere for Agassi is now undergoing a 


terrible hangover. 

In 1087, and No. 25 in the rankings. Agassi attracted more women than lines of newsprint. All 
that altered in 1988 as the go-go kid 'hustled' his way to six tournament wins (Memphis, 
Charleston. Forest Hills,Etuttgart. Stratton, Livingston) and two Grand Slam semi-finals (French, 
US Open). The word ‘hui^e’ is relevant for Agassi chose his tournaments well. It appeared as if he 
was purposely avoiding confrontation with the bad guys, the Top 10. For instance, his fiiud 
opponents at the those vaunted six tournaments were Mikael Pemfors, Jimmy Arias, Slobodan 
Zibojinovic, Andres Gomez, Paul Annacone and Jeff Tarango. If Agassi was indeed playing the 
computer, it worked.. .his seeding in November '88' was No. 3.. .a complete travesty, for by no, even 
drug induced, stretch of the imagination was this kid the third best tennis pb^er in the world. 

In addition, his peers were antagonised by his on-court theatricals and his style too came in for 
criticism, even from tennis guru Ion Tiriac: "Agassi could revolutionise Uie game, but I hope he 
doesn’t. If a player hits as hard as he can all the time, matches will turn into shooting contests and 
the beauty of the game wili disappear. His is a limited game that has nothing to do with finesse. 
He’s never g^ing to be a serve and voUeyer or have the fluid touch of a Nastase or the sensitivity of 
McEnroe. I just hope everyone doesn’t start playing like him.” 

Tiriac protege Boris Becker thought differently: after winning their semi-final match at Indian 
Wells last spring. Becker told Agassi jocularly, “I hope you don’t get any better”. Agassi hasn’t—his 
form has been grotesque this year. Last fomight’s knockout by newcomer David Wheaton at 
Stratton Mountain was just another addition to a string of imexpected losses. He is yet to win a 
tournament this year, skipped both the Australian Open and Wimbledon, was outblasted by former 
roommate Jim Courier early in the French Open, and his ranking has plummetted to No. 6...a 
correct reading by the computer for once. To further his woes. Agassi blemished his perfect Davis 
Clip record, first losing to Becker after being two sets to love up and then uncharacteristically 
again being destroyed by Carl-Uwe Steeb in this year’s semi final. 

Critics and criticism be dammed, Agassi is still faced with unpleasant facts of continuing 
non-performance. Whether it is a result of too-much too-fast or lack of direction, Agassi is in a 
alarming situation: once upon a time he was America’s darling boy wonder and future. Now he is 


an upstart. 

Sure Agassi is precodous and annoying at times. But he is also a fine talent. To crucify him at 19 
would be unfair, premature and insensitive. Many players took umbrage to John MtoEnroe’s 
behaviour when he was young, yet could rarely argue with his skills. And so Agassi must find that 
same focus, and be more involved With his game than his image. 

Even he knows that the smiles and lazy long hair is enough for the women. Now Agassi must 
8t<^ the competitive fires within him to take on the men. Even Nike knows that nobody buys 
loser’s shorts ■ 


BY ROHIT BRtJNATH 






t all began an early 
morning call fSpom 
Jobannesburg to Bristol. 
David Oraveney, fast asleep 
in his suburban home at 
Westbury-on-^Trym woke 
up at 6.30 a.m. to anewer 
what would be the most 
momentous call in his life. 

Dr Ali Bacher, managing 
director of the South African 
Cricket Union, was on the line. 

The conversation that followed 
would make greater history than 
the loss of the Ashes on British 
soil after 55 years. 

Bacher’s instructions were 
“time to activate”. One rebel 
cricketer had already been 
identified and Bacher knew it 
wouldn’t be long before the media 
got hold of the rest. Consequently 
his call to Oraveney had been 24 
hours earlier than planned. 

Oraveney, player-manager and 
official spokesman for the tour 
got to work immediately 
preparing his draft statement. 




The statement was then dictated 
on the phone to the 16 other 
cricket rebels who were in turn 
advised to inform their county 
chairmen. 

By 9.30, the rebels were 
informed and Oraveney was ready 
to make hie most important call. 
He dialled Lord's and asked to 


I way tlbat 
selection has 
taken ipflace (for 
the England team) 
has certainly put 
weight hehino my 
decision although 
it was not an all 
important factor. I 
am^oingtoSouth 
Afnca to farther 
my career and I 


speak to TCCB chief executive 
Alan Smith. 

Tm going to give you a list of 
names. These are the players who 
will be going to play in South 
Africa this winter,” he said. 

Nine hours later Qraroney was 
still in his study answering a 
deluge of questions ftom the 
media. “Yes, its been a momentous 
day for English cricket all right 
but I was imder no illusions. It 
was a question of doing it in the 
most dignified way." 

The timing couldn’t have been 
worse. The Ashes were lost to 
Australia and English cricket 
looked to be at its all-time 
low Fifteen of the sixteen players 
who had opted to go were Test 
players. The “blood money 
bandits”—as they were 
immediately dubbed—had left for 
amounts that rang^ fiom 
£100,000 to £200,000. Along with 
Mike Catting and John Emburey, 
who were involved in previous 
tours of South Africa seven years 


regard it aa a way 
of helping break 
down apartheid in 
cricket” -M 






ago, were young players who 
would have had a long future with 
England including Neil Foster, 
Matthew Maynard and Paul 
Jarvis. 

All the players will face a 
five-year ban from international 
cricket, effectively ending the Test 
careers of some of the senior 
players. For the younger players 
it seemed a question of quick 
earnings. 

The ‘blood money bandits’ 
could do great harm to 
the Commonwealth Games 

The condemnations came 
strong and fiery—the 
government, England cricket 
officials and anti-apartheid 
campaigners—all condemned the 
rebels and their motives. The 
overriding fear was the future of 
the Commonwealth Games which 
could be jeopardised once again if 
the Rand-hungry tourists went 
ahead. 

Sports Minister Colin Moynihan 
first pleaded with the players not 
to go “whatever the money,” 
warning them that implications 
would go far beyond cricket. “All 
British sports could be hit as well 
as the Commonwealth Games in 
Auckland,” he said. His pleas 
falling on deaf years, the minister 
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even wrote to the rebels asking 
them not to go. Later, Moynihan 
told the BBC, “We condemn the 
tour. But we have to respect the 
individual's decision. This is a 
democratic country and if the 
cricketers want to go as individual 


players, we can’t help but allow 
them to.” 

While Moynihan confined 
himself to letter-writing and 
pleading. Commonwealth 
secretary general, Shridath 
Ramphal spoke out in no 


What the others said 


Sports MlnisUr CtMn Mi^iiihaiSr-’The ImpUoftfions 
go flEU* b^ond cricket. All Brltieh qxtrts could be 
hit." 

Sam Ramsamy, Chalniumi^SANRQC'"Thi^ 
desperation to cdatain the South African Rand has 
Idlowed them to cxmunit thlslnd^nlty.’’ 

ShtUrthRampkal, CmmiesiMaM SacrtMry 
.GmMnif'-'The dSDlslaijiiB an act of treachery 
against the many spovtsman ra.d sportswomen 
who hmunirably respect the Oleneaglee 
Agreement. By becmnlng pawns In the hands of 
. ths:&uth African Cricket Union, the retort 
grot^ are Imiding sui^x^ to South Africa’s 
efforts tcrdestahillse intendatkmal orirtcet.” 

DmMDixo^ Stintary ^UuCoomoHwstiOtCiaius 
Fi^rad 0 i^"lhls totir is something more thsm a 
a|i||||lnglartie. The rrtirt erlrtmt team Isavesfor 
fl^lkAMca on January 34~ths same day that 
TH^TOmmonwealth OaiM begbi. And that could 


not be worse from a pubUolty point of view.” 
StenCram,tMrttar^wortdi^neor4 
holdtr-^Mmiay has. been dangled in ftxmt of them. 
Nobody is going there thinking they are going to 
do any good. Th^ are going fbr mon^.are 
being selflah and have not ^oug^t aboutthe .. 
threat to the Commohm^th damss.” - 
Tmsy Ward, BrttbkAdUttUaAtsat/le^ea spoitaiWsar^’Tt 
a boycott takes {dkoe in New Zeshuid there la ho * 
douM that it will be Uis last Oominonwealtb 
Games. It Would be a trajgedly because it is tim 
friendliest games in Uie wortd. ” 

Ted Dexitr, ICCB—The Bngland committee utterly 
deplores the recruitment of a rebel group of 
England cricketers to pley. in South Aftios. This' 
loss of players is Inherwtlysxtremel^ damaging 
to England cricket at intsnuitional level mid ^ ^ 
.oommlttee entirely ni^lutesl^intiy^^ 
playerawiUbe,|n earns wey'^imiMdki^^ ; 
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uncertain terms. Dabbing the 
tour as an “act of treachery”, Sir 
Sonny minced no words in saying 
they were jeopardising the 
Commonwealth Games. Ramphal 
has since then pleaded with the 
black countries not to boycott the 


games and penalise New Zealand, 
which had always taken a strong 
stand against apartheid. 

Addressing the commonwealth 
foreign ministers’ meet in 
Canberra, he said he hoped to 
assure New Zealand that whatever 
form the commonwealth 
condemnation of the tours took, 
damage to the Commonwealth 
Games would not be one of them. 
“That satisfaction apartheid must 
not have again,” he said. 

The last Commonwealth Games 
in Edinburgh, were almost 
wrecked by the boycott of black 
commonwealth countries over the 
issue of sporting links with South 
Africa. This time, the proposed 
rugby tour of South Africa by the 
English Rugby Union and the 
infamous cricket tour could do the 
damage again. 

“If it happens again, it’ll be the 
last Commonwealth Games,” said 
a resigned Tony Ward, 
spokesman for the British 
Athletics Association. “No 
country would want to host the 
gamei> .nly to have the rug pulled 
from under its feet in the last 
minute." 

But rather than a black boycott 
of the Games, African countries 
looked more likely to penalise 
England this time by excluding it 
ti'om the Games. Letters were sent 


to the Commonwealth Games 
Council for England saying that 
England’s participation in the 
Games could be threatened. 
African countries are considering 
calling an extraordinary general 
assembly of the Commonwealth 
Games Federation at which they 
would charge England with 
“gross non-fulfillment of the 
“Gleneagles agreement”. It is an 


KilVI BARNETT 


have seen a 
great change in 
sport in South 
AMca. 1 don’t fee! 
lam promoting 
apartheid” 



What the rebels say 


MUu GaMHg~"I am not a traits. 1 have decided to 
go after a oarefid aseessment of what Is left in 
English orioket fbr me and my fiiinily * 

XIh 8ani«0--“I have seen a gr^ bhangs in sport 
in South AfMca. I don’t feel X am promoting . 
•I^rtheld." ,, 

Paidisnfrr.1 had to bai# 

ftituraiBnsiuoially.,** 

Ondif 1^^ 

vwyhitfdtbmakshmiin^be^ed^^ ' 

hugs riss In mortgagsinyi&bsda.''''' 

oan never fasanytU^liJiistiru^jeq[^ti^ih South. 
AjMoan sport uatlitiM politioeda^ ip(^ 
diyiidbns at thaocereof timSouiffi Airhub^^ 

MS alsoeUmtaated, 4 .While tijtey are 

thhie, Let themat l6bh about tlM^ja^ try 

to intagiim 4 (»t wJivetawjueh 


open tiieir eyes, they may even come to see how 
false la the deblsratton issued on their behalf, 
that their presence in thie ente^rtee 
is in no way designed to propagate d view of 
ScmthAfd^ = -, 

CMm C yiwfr iy ■ ’ yXrtiU hmre.amldtlons tb^ bwsk 
ihtd^EisglMtidtseim and Tw started ^ay . 
^te well again bin l have to aseees whether 
.'may^giveme anoiWgoand the way thiiigs 
.have gone In the last is months,! would have 
thought my ohanCee aiwat tiiat good. Gonurared 
tdihat, theftnanoial propo8lti<m of the tour is 
sttrsotive'’: 

CArh Srosd^'‘The way that ssleotion has taken 
place (for the Enghmd team) has certainly put' 
weight behind my decision althoughIt’was notan 
ajllmportantfachn'. laiogoing toSouth Africa to 
furtihsr my. career and I regm^ it as a way of 
hdidag to break down apartheid in cricket" 


as 
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HOW THC OCi 


I'Jlh 
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T IHff^oujioement of the rebel tour caiOT in 
the vraJce of several months (rf'clandestine 
negotiations and opinion-forming that 
, Evolved leading figures in the game aoeordtng to 
’ ■mTimeeapeoiel report. . 

The key figures were Dr All Bacher, managing 
director of the South African Cricket'Union 
(SACU), John Embury, the England bowler who 
was banned from Test cricket for three years for 
taking part in the 1982 rebel tour to South 
Africa, and David Oraveneyt former captain of 
Oloucestershire and now treasurer of the 
Cricketers' Association (the body representing 
the 300 professionals in firstolasS cricket in 
England). 

Another key figure was Jack Bannister, former 
secretary of the Cricketers’ Association and now 
cricket correspondent of the Birmingham Post 
and Mail and a BBC television,commentator, 
Bannister deniM involvemenb'in the negotiations 
but'he helped cTeette a mood among the cricketers 
that they should go to South Africa. 


t'v • 'si 

• ' s'! 


I Dr Bacher had been covertly rscruitihg 
since April. The negotlatitos were condu^jw r 

secretively that the players were toW . 

I tour did not go ahead, all contracts (wwch had . '> 

been sent to the players’homes) would be ■ ^ 

[ shredded. The players were also forbidden to tadR 
to the media until 12 months after they returned , 
from the second tour in ligi. Any breach would " 
result in part of the payment being viritliheld. 

Dr Bacher had said after the ICC meeting in 
January that he would still organise 
international tours "whether through the fioht 
door or through the back. ” He kept hie word.' 
Bacher began by first contacting senior players 
like John Emburey to ascertain their reaction to 
another tour. Ds(ter in the early part of the season 
Emburey was telephoned dir^ly. Emburey, 
nearing the| endjef his Test career (^nflrmed his 
agreement iapt^oipleandheelpedsoimd out . 
other players hemst in Test and County matches, 
Bacher met ISn Botham at his Horth Yorkshiire 
home on July lg.;„An'ofter was made again; Butit 


offence put into the federation’s 
rules after the 1986 boycott of the 
Edinburgh Games, and David 
Dixon, a London lawyer who is 
federation secretary, said adl 63 
member nations would be entitled 
to vote on it. 

“The comment I would make on 
the cricket tour is that it is hard to 
attack Britain under the 
Gleneagles agreement because it’s 
a ’rebel’ tour,” said Dixon. He feels 
that a rugby tour by British 
players who have received 
invitations via governing bodies 
would be far more damaging. 

Sam Ramsamy, chairman of 
the South African NomRacial 
Olympic Committee, confirmed 
the doubts: "The message I am 
getting out of Africa is that an 
example must be made of 
England.” 

Either way, the effect on the 
Commonwealth Games would be 
catastrophic with athletics the 
hardest hit. If the black countries 
stayed out, the middle and long 
distanoes would lose Kenya’s four 
Olympic champions, and the 
sprints would be without the 
Jamaican Olympic finalists Ray 
Stewart, Grace Jackson and 
Merlene Ottey. The only current 
Olympic champion left would be 
AU8tn|||s’s Debbie King in the 400 
metr^Mdles. 


PATRICK EAGMH 















peraOnt^ ftiend pf ftipKai^, &tnyemy W 0 a' ' 
donUioted by a third paerty o» dacher'ftbehalf, and 
has been appointed player-numager of the tour. 
Finanbiel detaile werediscuesed with him after 
the ICC jOieetini; in July rejected a BACU 
tnvUaticm tosend a (teleeraticm to South Africa. A 
'^w days Inter he aigned hie contract. 

At'the same time Bacher^-who was in London to 
try and address the ICC was surprised by 
telephone calls from some of the younger 
members (rfthe English Test squad telling him of 
their availability. Paul Jarvis and Phillip De 
Freitas offered to join the tour. 

Oatting says he was approached two days after 
the Benson and Hedges Cup (July 17). He refuses 
to rev^l the amount being paid to him, estimated 
at aro\uKl £200,000, He made up his inind on - 
July 18 and agreed to captain the tour. 

the While the negotiations wens on with the 
pliers. Jack Bannister was influencing 
cricketer's opinion in columns and on the BBC.' 


He tdid BBC radio in January Ite^ ]^ow^t'< / V; 
South Africa could tskean’Eiiglahd 
the drop of a hat. There areat.led8tSevenbfeifi^ '7^ 
ofthecurrentEnglahdpla^rswhdhave,;.r,'. ? ' 
significant assent to go if the mdn^ ^ rijght,; 
because they are sick and tired of pCUtloal. ' *’ 

interference." 

Bannisterhad visited South Africa in January 
when he was still the secretary of theCricketerS- •. . 
Associatidii. In March he was back in South -;: 
Africa with a number of media representatives ; ; ' 

and criok»t administrators for South Africa’s ' 
cricket cpntenaiy celebrations. There he worked ' 

as a telerisiqn commentator with his BBC ’ 
colleagues Tony-Lewis and Christopher Martin 
Jenkins. Bannister is a leading supporter of. -. 

South Africa's attempts to feturn to international . 
oriricet. Bannister denies Influencing the ' 
cricketers: "ll^ye tick Spoken 
to any idayer in ihiao^ntry aboutgoingon the > 
tour since the ^ih was announced or before’! was' - 
all he would (»3tjfimeht. > .• 


English athletes have taken the 
news of the tour badly. Steve Cram 
made a virulent attack on the 
“selfish” cricketers who had had 
money "dangled in front of them” 
and who were going to South 
Africa not for any good reason but 
for the Rand. 

Other athletes, like Fatima 
Whitbread and Unford Christie 
showed open disgust, saying they 
wouldn’t want to go to Auckland if 
they were to be the most 
unpopular team there. 


David Gower’s cool 
oaptainoy is criticised by 
the rebels 


Having thoroughly 
embarrassed the British 
government, the rebels, however, 
should no regrets. The reasons 
given for the tour ranged from the 
flnanoial—"I have to take care of 
my family’s future financially 
(Paul Jarvis)—to moral 
Justification “I don’t feel f am 
promoting apartheid (Kim 
Barnett)—to the outrightly 
defiant “I am not a traitor” (Mike 
Oatting). Some went on to blame 
the pitiful state of English cricket 
‘and the atmosphere in the 
dreMing room. Three of the IS 
rebels have categorioally blami^ 
England skipper David Ooweri A 


fourth player said he was not 
bothered whether he played for 
England again. 

“The whole atmosphere in the 


MIKE GATTING 


**W4in?eiiot 
trcdtorsor 
anything like that. 
We knew what we 
were getting into. 

1 what ia best 
my family and 
^erefore for me. I 
know yery little 
ahoiitapkrti^eid. I 
do believe diere 



dressing room is one of “us and 
them” and some players seem to 
know that however they perform 
they’ll be turning up next time to 
collect their cheque.” said a rebel. 

“I am not sorry that I’m not 
plajdng for England, and I never 
thought the day would come when 
I said that. It wasn’t just the 
money that tempted me to go to 
South Africa and the ban will 
make little difference. The trouble 
is at the top.” 

Another rebel moaned the lack 
of support he received when he 
took the field for England. “A 
young bowler needs all the help he 
can get in a Test when things are 
not going right,” he said. “At my 
county I get constant advice and 
help from senior players but when 
you’re on the field for England 
you're on your own. If you bowl a 
bad ball and it goes for four and 
the crowd starts getting at you, 
you need to be told what to do next 
and given encouragement. That 
does not happen under Gower, 
who leaves you to do your own 
thing and you get the feeling you 
are just there to make up the 
numbers.” 

The same player who also 
appeared for England when they 
were skippered by Mike Gatting 
added; “He did make the young 
players feel they were part of the 





CHRIS COWDREY 


set-up and had a genuine future. 
Under Gower you just felt tixizen 
out of things and it appeared he 
was one of those captains who just 
let things happen." 


The TCCB’s strange 
selection policy turned 
some players towards 
South Aliioa 


Graveney said he was in no 
doubt that the vagaries of the 
England selection policy had led 
to some players accepting the 
South African offer and being 
banned from Test cricket. 

Skipper Gower himself had onljr 
a small comment to make when he 
heard of the rebel toiu-. That he 
would miss his friends with whom 
he had played several Tests and 
that he nad never been 
approached to play for South 
AMca. 

Despite criticism against him, 
both Gower and the chairman of 
selectors, Ted Dexter, are 
receiving the full support of the 
cri(dcet authorities. 

Yet it has tp be conceded that a 
few rebels bear a genuine grudge 
and co\ild have opted for South 
Africa only because of the 
disillusionment with the TCCB. 
Amongst them is Glamorgan 
batsman Matthew Maynard, who 
at the age of 23 is the youngest of 
the rebels and had the potential to 
develop into a regular England 
batsman. However, he was used in 
only one Test against the West 



still have 
amhitions to get 
back into the 
England team and 
I’ve started to play 
quite well agam 
but I have to 
assess whether 
they’ll give me 
another go and 
the way things 
have gone in the 
past 12 months I 
would have 
thought my 
chances aren’t 
that good. 
Con^ared to that 
the financial 

§ reposition of the 
outh Africa tour 
is attractive” 


Indies last year, where he scored 
only 13 runs, before being 
dumped for no apparent reason. 

Similarly Chris Cowdrey, Kent 
captain and all-roimder, was 
sacked after being appointed 
England capain for only one 
match against the West Indies last 
year. 

Sports writer John Woodcock 
writes: "With the acquiescence of 
the England management, an 
inner circle of players have come 
to see themselves as indispensable 
and their way of doing things, 
both on and off the field, as being 
appropriate, however 
imconventional.” 

Said Sunday Times writer, Peter 
Roebuck: "By last Tuesday 
morning English cricket was 
already in a mess and had been for 
several years. The rebellion was 
ssnmptomatic of the disease, not its 
cause." 

The England selectors have also 
been criticised for being unduly 
harsh on Mike Getting who was 
dismissed as captain last year 
after being involved in a scandal 
with a maid in a hotel. It is felt 
that Getting, England’s grittiest 
batsman, should never have been 
allowed to be lost to the South 
Africa side. 

But clearly there were others in 
the rebel squad who are well past 
their prime and had slim chances 
of being called to play for 
England. Among them were 
David Graveney, the only 
uncapped player in the team. 
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veteran spinner John Emburey, 
36, Bill Athey. 31-year-old 
Gloucestershire captain and Kent 
all-rounder Richard Ellison. 

However one player who is 
thought to have spoilt his chances 
of becoming an England regular 
is the Yorkshire fast bowler Paul 
Jarvis. He along with Maynard 
and Essex pace bowler Neil Foster, 
are the losses to England. 


What now is the future of 
Eng'lish cricket? 


“Our future lies not with anyone 
who hankers for South Africa but 
the likes of Robin Smith and Jack 
Russel, both of whom scored 
centuries in the fourth Test, and 
others whose merits and potential 
contribution theaelectors have 
been slow to recognise,” writes 
columnist Frank Keating. 

But while Ted Dexter geared up 
to the challenge of reconstructing 
the English side, there was 
considerable euphoria and hope 
that a phoenix would rise ft-om the 
ashes. “There's a wonderful carter 
available for young England 
players who have the bottle and | 

skills to grab it,” said Dexter. 

“Let’s hope they step up and grab 
the glory quickly. Sport these 
days is for young men. ” 

The team for the fifth Test 
against Atistralia was soon 
named. However two brilliant 
Asian-born young England 
players—Mark Ramprakash 
(Middlesex right-hand bat) and 
Essex classical batsman Nasser 
Hussain—were both excluded 
from the team. The new-look 
England team now consisted of 
youngsters Michael Atherton and 
Devon Malcolm, a West-Indian 
bom quickie. The oldies to return 
were Eddie Hemmings and 
Moxon. While Botham, Chirtis and 
Gower were retained, the average 
age of the team fell 
from 30 to 28.6. 

“Nasser Hussain was the trump 
card,” wrote Observer sports 
editor, David Hunn, “but it has not 
been played.” Moaning, as 
England "spurns the elixir of 
-youth” Htinn wrote “for pity’s 
sake can we not rebuild the house 
before the foundations orumUe?” 

CHcket commentators here 
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already seeing Mike Atherton as 
England's future captain. At S1 he 
is a fine batsman who captained 
the England under-19 team in 
Australia. His county, 

Lancashire, have always insisted 
they will not r\i8h him and are 
p lanning to give him at least two 
years in the ranks before making 
him captain. Writes Daily Mail's 
Peter Johnson: “At the current 
rate of unplanned 
obsolescence—we have burned out 
six leaders in two summers—he 
can be no more than a couple of 
years away from the job.” 

While Nasser was dropped on 
grounds of inexperience, and 
Ramprakash didn’t even figure in 


i,he reckoning despite tremendous 
county performances, England’s 
selectors seem to have stopped 
short with the induction of only 
one young talent. How new an 
England will arise from the ashes 
remains to be seen. Even as 16 of 
England’s cricketers board their 
flight to Johannesburg on 
January 24 next year leaving 
behind one of the blackest periods 
of English cricket, cricket lovers 
will wait to see how the country 
that gave the game to the world 
revives from the blow dealt by 
Pretoria. Ted Dexter and Micky 
Stewart bear the responsibility of 
seeing to it that .English cricket 
sees no more defections to the land 
of the Rand. ■ 







Tile south Africa Afterniath 


Wring out the old 


W BING’out 

the old, ring 
in the new. It 
eeexnsonly 
yesterday—a- 
ctuaUy it is 
still only four 
months—tha- 
t we were 

heralding Lord Ted’s brave new 
world. Now that the flannelled 
financiers who will trek south for 
the winter have identified 
themselves, we can look to 
another era: the new brave new 
world, if you like. 

The old new one can scarcely 
have been looked upon as 
anything but anninmitigated 
disaster—culminating in the 
Ashes being returned to 
Avistralian hands—but even the 
most ardent optimists would have 
been deluded in thinking that a 
mere change at the top would 
bring immediate changes of 
fortune. The ship was too leaky 
for that. 

But ttie question is whether 
Dmcter has been canny, or as blind 
as Peter Iday. So far the sides that 
have taken the field have been 
unquestionably Qower’s, 
sanctioned of comae by Dexter. * 
When Qower took the Job, he 
presumably insisted on this. 

However, it is possible that 
Dexter, looking further into the 
crystal ball, has given Qower who 
has remained'almost insanely 
loyal to his contemporaries, just 
enough rope. Will Dexter now be 
able to become more "hands on”? 

All should be revealed when the 
side for the fifth Test is 
annoimced this week. The batting 
might not catise tmdue concern; 
th^ is, after all, a nucletu still of 












Paul Jarvis and Phil OeFreitas, 
Tuesday evening was perhaps the 
end of their meauiingful cricket 
lives. 

If the two-year contracts run 
their course, then Test bans will 
amount to seven years. In other 
words, they would not come into 
the Test reckoning again until 
1998. By then DiUey will be 38, 
Foster 36, and they already have 
creaking knees. 

On the other hand, Jarvis and 
Defreitas will be 34 and 33 
respectively. Not yet too old 
perhaps, but have they really 
imagined what it will be like, after 
two glorious pay-days, to rejoin 
the county slog for the rest of 
their careers without the incentive 
of Test cricket? 

And do they want to be 
remembered as England 
cricketers or forgotten as, excuse 
the phrase, rebels? 

Angus Fraser knows. “In the 
end,” he has said, “there is 
nothing like saying you were a 
Test bowler who took so many 
Test wickets.” He might also have 
mentioned the pride. 

As the champagne corks popped 
next door in the Australian 
dressing room, did it finally dawn 
on Foster what he had done? And 
how did Dilley feel, feet up in 
Worcester, watching the last rites 
of the Test on television? 

Did Jarvis and DeFreitas, back 
at home after the euphoria, feel an 
emptiness in their stomachs? 

But that is the past. Who now 
will bowl at Trent Bridge, The 
Oval and in the Caribbean? Who is 
left? 

Dexter is no stranger to finding 
a fast bowler. Some years ago. he 
helped set up a competition to do 
just that, and succeeded in 


unearthing men who coxild propel 
the bail at 85 mph. Phase two, 
teaching them to pitch it, was less 
successful. Quick bowlers, pacy 
enough to hurry the best Test 
players, are in short supply. 

Might Dexter return to Greg 
Thomas- -quick, all right—or look 
to the raw talent of, say, Devon 
Malcolm, who with tiie moon in 
the right phase can be as fast as 
most? 

Adrian Jones of Somezset is 
another who would not stint for 
effort and would match Merv 
Hughes epithet for epithet. 

There are fast-medium bowlers, 
too, who would not let England 
down. Norman Cowans, thanks to 
having rationalised his pace, is 
enjoying the steadiest form of his 
career: ask Mike Gatting. Or 
perhaps not. 

Steven Watkin of Glamorgan is 
gaining a reputation, not just in 
Wales, for consistent line, leng^th 
and just enough movement to take 
good wickets. 

And one cannot ignore the 
claims, given Dexter’s declared 
interest by way of an availability 
letter, of Simon Base, despite a 
theory that Dexter’s informant 


may actually have suggested that 
Derby’s recent success was due to 
Bass, their sponsor. 

Finally there are a couple of 
reappearances this week of these 
you have loved, or at least 
forgotten. 

At Lord’s last season. David 
Lawrence was putting the wind 
up Sri Lanka, according to 
Wisden, with “speed and 
hostility”, while Phil Newport’s 
seven wickets were rewarded with 
the Manof the Match award. Both 
were making their debut, both 
selected for the winter tour, and 
both have suffered crippling 
Achilles tendon ii^juries this 
season. ’This weekend, both return 
to their county sides. 

Last season Lawrence was qiiick 
enough almost to kill, literally, 
the West Indian Phil Simmons, 
and they will not have forgotten 
that. 

And Newport, whose 
Headingley performance can now 
be placed in the context of other 
efforts this year, remains, now 
that Richard Ellison has declined 
and fallen, the best manipulator of 
a ball in the land. 


...ring in the new 
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CHRIS COWDREY 


set-up and had a grenuine future. 
Under Qower you just felt frozen 
out of things and it appeared he 
was one of those captains who Just 
let things happen." 


The TCCB’s strange 
selection policy turned 
some players towards 
South AlHoa 


Graveney said he was in no 
doubt that the vagaries of the 
England selection policy had led 
to some players accepting the 
South AMcan offer and being 
banned from Test cricket. 

Skipper Gower himself had only 
a small comment to make when he 
heard of the rebel tour. That he 
would miss his Mends with whom 
he had played several Tests and 
that he had never been 
approached to play for South 
AMca. 

Despite criticism against him, 
both Gower and the chairman of 
selectors, Ted Dexter, are 
receiving the full support of the 
orioket authorities. 

Yet it has tp be conceded that a 
few rebels bear a genuine grudge 
and oovild have opted for South 
Africa only because of the 
disillusionment with the TCCB. 
Amongst them is Glamorgan 
batsman Matthew Maynard, who 
at the age of 23 is the yoimgest of 
the rebels and had the potential to 
develop into a regular England 
batsman. However, he was vused in 
only one Test against the West 



stm have 
amhitions to get 
back into the 
England team and 
I’ve started to play 
quite well again 
Dutihaveto 
assess whether 
they’ll give me 
another go and 
the way things 
have gone in the 
past 12 months I 
would have 
thought my 
chances aren’t 
that good. 
Coii^ared to that 
the nnancial 

§ reposition of the 
outh AMca tour 
is attractive” 


Indies last year, where he scored 
only 13 xnms, before being 
dumped for no apparent reason. 

Similwly Chris Cowdrey, Kent 
captain and all-rounder, was 
sacked after being appointed 
England capain for only one 
match against the West Indies last 
year. 

Sports writer John Woodcock 
writes; “With the acquiescence of 
the England management, an 
Inner circle of players have come 
to see themselves as indispensable 
and their way of doing things, 
both on and off the field, as being 
appropriate, however 
unconventional. ” 

Said Sunday TYmes writer, Peter 
Roebuck: “By last Tuesday 
morning English cricket was 
already in a mess and had been for 
several years. The rebellion was 
symptomatic of the disease, not its 
cause.” 

The England selectors have also 
been criticised for being unduly 
harsh on Mike Getting who was 
dismissed as captain last year 
after being involved in a scandal 
with a maid in a hotel. It is felt 
that Getting, England’s grittiest 
batsman, should never have been 
allowed to be lost to the South 
AMca side. 

But clearly there were others in 
the rebel squad who are well past 
their prime and had slim chances 
of being called to play for 
England. Among them were 
David Graveney, the only 
uncapped player in the team. 










vet^raui spinner John Emburey, 
36. Bill Athey, 31-year-old 
Gloucestershire captain and Kent 
all-roimder Richard Ellison. 

However one player who is 
thougrht to have spoilt his chances 
of becomings England legular 
is the Yorkshire fast bowler Paul 
Jarvis. He along with Maynard 
and Essex pace bowler Neil Foster, 
aro the losses to England. 


What now is the future of 
Engrlish cricket? 


"Chir future lies not with anyone 
who hankers for South AMca but 
the likes of Robin Smith and Jack 
Russel, both of whom scored 
centuries in the fourth Test, and 
others whose merits and potential 
contribution the selectors have 
been plow to recognise,” writes 
columnist Frank Keating. 

But while Ted Dexter geared up 
to the challenge of reconstructing 
the English side, there was 
considerable euphoria and hope 
that a phoenix would rise from the 
ashes. “There’s a wonderful career 
available for young England 
players who have the bottle and 
skills to grab it,” said Dexter. 

“Let’s hope they step up and grab 
the glory quickly. Sport these 
days is for young men.” 

The team for the fifth Test 
against Australia was soon 
named. However two brilliant 
Asian-bom young England 
players—Mark Ramprakash 
(Middlesex right-hand bat) and 
Essex classical batsman Nasser 
Hussain—were both excluded 
fjrom the team. The new-look 
England team now consisted of 
youngsters Michael Atherton and 
Devon Malcolm, a West-Indian 
bom quickie. The oldies to return 
were Eddie Hemmings and 
hfoxon. While Botham, Curtis and 
Gower were retained, the average 
age of the team fell 
ftHsm 30 to 28.5. 

“Nasser Hussain was the trump 
card,” wrote Observer sports 
editor. David Hunn, “but it has not 
been played.” Moaning, as 
England “spurns the elixir of 
youth” Hunn wrote “for pity’s 
sake can we not rebuild the house 
before the foundations crumble?” 

Cticket commentators here are 
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already seeing Mike Atherton as 
England’s future captain. At 21 he 
is a fine batsman who captained 
the England under-19 team in 
Australia. His county, 

Lancashire, have always insisted 
they will not rush him and are 
planning to give him at least two 
years in the ranks before making 
him captain. Writes Daily Mall's 
Peter Johnson: “At the current 
rate of unplanned 
obsolescence—we have burned out 
six leaders in two summers—he 
can be no more than a couple of 
years away from the job.” 

While Nasser was dropped on 
grounds of inexperience, and 
Ramprakash didn’t even figrure in 


the reckoning despite tremendous 
county performances, England’s 
selectors seem to have stopped 
short with the induction of only 
one young talent. How new an 
England will arise from the ashes 
remains to be seen. Even as 16 of 
England’s cricketers board their 
flight to Johannesburg on 
January 24 next year leaving 
behind one of the blackest periods 
of English cricket, cricket lovers 
will wait to see how the country 
that gave the game to the world 
revives flrom the blow dealt by 
Pretoria. Ted Dexter and Micky • 
Stewart bear the responsibility 
seeing to it that English cricket ^E 
sees no more defections to the l«p| 
of the Rand. ■ 







The SouUi Africa Aftemnatti 


Wring out the old 


W BiNtfout 

the old. ring 
in the new. It 
seems only 
yesterday—Sr 
otuallyitis 
still only four 
months—tha- 
t we were 

heralding Lord Ted’s brave new 
world. Now that the flannelled 
financiers who will trek south for 
the winter have identified 
themselves, we can look to 
another era: the new brave new 
world, if you like. 

The old new one can scarcely 
have been looked upon as 
anything but an unmitigated 
disaste]^—culminating in the 
Ashes being returned to 
Australian hands—but even the 
most ardent optimists would have 
been deluded in thinking that a 
mere change at the top would 
bring immediate changes of 
fortiine. The ship was too leaky 
for that. 

But the question is whether 
Dexter has been canny, or as blind 
as Peter May. So far the sides that 
have taken the field have been 
unquestionably Gower’s, 
sanctioned of course by Dexter^ 
When Gower took the Job. he 
presiunably insisted on this. 

However, it is possible that 
Dexter, looking Ihrther into the 
crystal ball, has given Gower who 
has remained'almost insanely 
loyal to his contemporaries, just 
enough rope. Will Dexter now be 
able to become more "hands on”? 

All should be revealed when the 
side for the fifth Test is 
annoxmced this week. The batting 
might not cause undue concern; 
there is. after all. a nucleus still of 













Ooooh, Qower, Lamb and Robin 
Smith, arovmd some of whom the 
new faces can be fitted, but the 
fast bowling is a different matter. 

For Neil Fbster, Qraham Dilley, 
Paul Jarvis and Phil DeFreltas, 
Tuesday evening was perhaps the 
end of their meaningful cricket 
lives. 

If the two-year contracts run 
their cotirse, then Test bans will 
amount to seven years. In other 
words, they would not come into 
the Test reckoning again until 
1998. By then Dilley will be 38, 
Fbster 36, and they already have 
creaking knees. 

On the other hand, Jarvis and 
Defreitas will be 34 and 33 
respectively. Not yet too old 
perhaps, but have they really 
imagined what it will be like, after 
two glorious pay-days, to rejoin 
the county slog for the rest of 
their careers without the incentive 
of Test cricket? 

And do they want to be 
remembered as England 
cricketers or forgotten as, excuse 
the phrase, rebels? 

Angus Fraser knows. “In the 
end,” he has said, “there is 
nothing like saying you were a 
Test bowler who took so many 
Test wickets.” He might also have 
mentioned the pride. 

As the champagne corks popped 
next door in the Australian 
dressing room, did it finally dawn 
on Foster what he had done? And 
how did Dilley feel, feet up in 
Worcester, watching the last rites 
of the Test on television? 

Did Jarvis and DeFreitas, back 
at home after the euphoria, feel an 
emptiness in their stomachs? 

But that is the past. Who now 
will bowl at Trent Bridge, The 
Oval and in the Caribbean? Who is 
left? 

Dexter is no stranger to finding 
a fhst bowler. Some srears ago, he 
helped set up a competition to do 
just that, and succeeded in 


unearthing men who could propel 
the ball at 85 mph. Phase two, 
teaching them to pitch it, was less 
successful. Quick bowlers, pacy 
enough to hurry the best Test 
players, are in short supply. 

Might Dexter return to Qreg 
Thomas—quick, all right—or look 
to the raw talent of, say, Devon 
Malcolm, who with the moon in 
the right phase can be as fast as 
most? 

Adrian Jones of Somerset is 
another who would not stint for 
effort and would match Merv 
Hughes epithet for epithet. 

There are fast-medium bowlers, 
too, who would not let England 
down. Norman Cowans, thanks to 
having rationalised his pace, is 
enjoying the steadiest form of his 
career: ask Mike Gatting. Or 
perhaps not. 

Steven Watkin of Glamorgan is 
gaining a reputation, not just in 
Wales, for consistent line, length 
and just enough movement to take 
good wickets. 

And one cannot ignore the 
claims, given Dexter’s declared 
interrat by way of an. availability 
letter, of Simon Base, despite a 
theory that Dexter’s informant 


may actually have suggested that 
Derby’s recent success was due to 
Bass, their sponsor. 

Finally there are a couple of 
reappearances this week of these 
you have loved, or at least 
forgotten. 

At Lord’s last season, David 
Lawrence was putting the wind 
up Sri Lanka, according to 
Wiaden, with "speed and 
hostility”, while Phil Newport’s 
seven wickets were rewarded with 
the Manof the Match award. Both 
were making their debut, both 
selected for the winter tour, and 
both have suffered crippling 
Achilles tendon injuries this 
season. This weekend, both return 
to their county sides. 

Last season Lawrence was quick 
enough almost to kill, literally, 
the West Indian Phil Simmons, 
and they will not have forgotten 
that. 

And Newport, whose 
Headingley performance can now 
be placed in the context of other 
efforts this year, remains, now 
that Richard Ellison has declined 
and fallen, the best manipulator of 
a ball in the land. 


ring in the new 
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Nell Foster: a career 
dogged by h^ury 


significant piece of 
intelligence that got lost 
in the fuss was the news 
that Glamorgan had 
become the first county 
to get a sponsorship deal 
that would give players 
work throughout the 
winter. This is Jiist the 
sort of deal that could 
have been averted this 
tour but, as even in 
crickets it comes too late. 

I could not help 








ISILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKUl 


Hie GatdM Dedshni 


£ —ONEY, money, nothing but money,” I 
• w exclaimed. “The lure of the rand is too 
IVI great even for chaps like Philip De 
AWJL Freitas and Roland Butcher. Once they 
reach.South Africa and get thrown out from ‘Whites 
Only’ trains, they will realise they had sold their 
souls to the rand.” 

“I think you are being - 

too harsh on the poor 
English cricketers,” said 
my wife. “Others may 
have done it, but not 
Mike Getting. He is a 
man of character. ” 

“I don’t believe that,” I 
said. “As the captain of 
the Rebels, he ^^l 
probably get more 
money." 

“Money does not mean 
a thing to Oatting,” 
continued my wife. “He 
may be having some 
other reasons for going 
to South Africa. ” 

“I can’t think of 
an 3 dhing else,” I said. 

“Perhaps, he hopes to 
find better-looking 
barmaids at Durban, 

Capetown and Jo’burg. 

That Louise Shipman is 
most probably not his 
cup of tea.” 

“How can you say 
such things about 
Mike?” exclaimed my 
wife. “He loves his home, 
his family and that must 
be why he has agreed to 
go to South Africa. ” 

“I don’t know how you 
think of all these 
excuses,” I said. “Or 
perhaps. Getting feels 
humiliated because the 
'TCCB made him 
apologise to Pak umpire 
Shakoor Rana. It must. 
have been a bitter pill for 
the Anglo-Saxon to 
apologrise to a coloured 
person. Particularly 
when you consider that 
Cricket was invented by 
the English.” 

“Now. it’s you who is 
coming out with weird 



ideas. Getting is a changed man after his 
mother-in-law’s death. I think he opted for South 
Africa because of this tragedy.” 

“Rather an unusual reason,” I poihted out. 

“Don’t forget he missed a Test match because of 
the death of his mother-in-law,” she explained. 
“Shows how much he cared for her. 

--t;- Getting seems to be the 

emotional type. Rather 
different from Colin 

/**\^y*^ Cowdrey who carried on 

^ playing in a Test match 

/in Australia after 
f hearing about his 

father’s death back 

mfm I “But so much 

I attachment to one’s 

of /(I / ll I mother-in-law?” I 

Jn li*/ fi A wondered. 

“He is not like you,” 
sniffed my wife. “Some 
years beick while 
touring Pakistan. 
Gatting learnt his 
mother-in-law was 
planning a holiday 
there. And he cabled her 
not to come to 
Pakistan.” 

“Why?” I asked. 
“Because Ian Botham 
had made a statement 
that Pakistan was not 
the place where one 
would send even one’s 
mothers-in-law. Gatting 
always respects 
Botham’s judgement 
and immediately 
stopped his 
mother-in-law from 
coming to Pfkistan. ” 

“This is becoming 
curiouser and 
curiouser,” I said. 

“It’s neither money 
nor Shakoor,” said my 
wife. “Gatting must be 
missing his 
mother-in-law so much 
that he wanted a 
complete change of 
scene. And what better 
place than South 
Africa?” 






























A Florida resident 
Mark 

Calcovecchia had 
to borrow half a 
dozen golf balls 
from Tom Watson 
to play the final 
round at this year's 
British Open« 
Having won two 
PGA Tour titles he 
was all set to win 
his first major, 
after becoming a 
pro in 1981. This 
miracle happened 
and back home he 
got the most 
wonderful news: 
the chompion had 
also become a 
father 


BSark Caloaveoohia 
klMWB the silver olaret 
Jug 


U.S. 

FRUSTRATION ENDS 


0 HEY say it 

was Europe’s 
golf 

renaissance. 
The much 
rated 

I had lost the 
Ryder Cup to Tony 
Jacklin’s team amd for 
the last five years had 
whimpered home at the 
British Open... Tom 
Watson was the last to 
take possession of the 
silver claret Jug. What 
then, lay in store for the 
American pros in the 
118th edition of the 
British Open at the 
Rqyal Troon Golf Club. 

The pecularity of the 
7007 yard par-72 course 


is that if it is wet it plays 
one way; when dry it is a 
totally different bail 
game. As former 
champion, veteran 
Arnold Palmer (who 
along with compatriots 
Jack Nicklaus, Lee 
Treving and Tom 
Watson were at the 
Troon links) had said: 
“That’s because the 
fairways are hogbacked, 
rolling off a centre spine 
to right and left. If they 
have gale-force winds 
it’s by far the most 
difficult course... You’re 
sitting there with 
nothing to protect you. 
There are no sand 
dunes, no trees. It’s just 


flat nothing. It’s right 
on the bay. Well Palmer 
had that experience 
when he won the Open 
in 1962. 

The other features of 
the unpredictable course 
is that it boasts of the 
longest hole, 577 yards, 
in Open 

competition.. .and the 
shortest hole 126 yards, 
in which Oene Sazaren 
fired a hole-in-one at the 
ripe oldjBge of 73. And 
Nicklaus and Trevino’s 
experience show that 
“the back nine is the 
most difficult in Open 
play.” 

Come what may the 
Americans’ sole 


ambition was to regain 
the glistening jug—and 
particularly at the 
Troon. The bookies had 
made the US 5-2 
imderdo^, which 
Watson termed a 
“remarkable 
judgement”. But his 
younger colleague and 
currently PGA Tour 
leader Tom Kite was 
quite sore, “don’t down 
grade the Americans we 
tes can play a little bit 
too.” And there was 
Mark Calcavecchia, who 
could never dream of 
being in the contention. 

What could be the 
failures of the 
Americans at the Open? 
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Is it that the European 
players are taking 
advantage of their 
experience on home 
course? Players like Seve 
Ballesteros, the 
reigning champion, and 
his young styUsh 
compatriot Jose-Maria 
Olazabal, Britons Sandy 
Lyle, Nick Faldo and Ian 
Woosnam; West German 
Bernhard Langer and 
Australians Greg 
Norman and Wayne 
Grady who have these 
days challenged the 
might of the Americans. 

The Americans who 
are accustomed to their 
“luxuriously 
manicured” conditions 
of most PGA Tour meets, 
suffer consider^ly from 
the “wilderness of the 

Greg Nomian (left) and 
Wayne Grady led the 

Auaeie invaston hnt 
AmerloanBIark 
CaloaTeoohla defiBated 
them in the four'lude 
play-cff 



The Troon scoreboard 
congratulates 
Calcavecchia for 
winning the Open title 

English terrain.. .amd 
thejetlag." 

But they don’t give up 
so easily and on the 
opening round the golf 
was tight and the 
American players along 
with five others led the 
field with a 4-under 
68—as many as 19 were 
within a stroke of the 
lead. It surely was a 
fantastic day for the 
world’s best golfers who 
attacked the course with 
vengeance. Trevino had 
a 20 foot putt on the 
18th for a 68; current US 
Open champion Curtis 
Strange carded a 
3'Under along with Tom 
Kite and Badlesteros had 
a par round. 

Unpredictable as it is. 
the Troon demands skill 
andenough 
strength. ..strength for 
that extra drive. And 










ll «aoh golfer wfts there 
tryixig to do exactly that. 
Then out of the blue 
Wayne Grady posed a 
h aerioua threat, firing a 
67 to capture the 
halfway lead at 135 
. (Q-under). His efforts 
had at last paid. For 
r eleven years his was a 
i story of continuous 
' struggle. 

Payne Stewart, who 
had complained that' 
they “don’t play 
burtp-and-run, roll the 
ball a hundred 
yards.. .and come over 
' hereonceayecurand 
;; revamp your entire 
game in 2 or 3 days," 
had a field day notching 
up a course record with 
a 65 to level with Watson 
at 137. There were other 
; young hopefuls in the 
running. So there was 
hope after all for the 
Americans. There was 
former champion 
Norman sneaking in. 

Was this another Aussie 
invasion? 

It looked as though 
Grady was near to 
emulating Norman. His 
excellent card retrieved 
his lost confidence, that 
is in eight of the eleven 
PGA Tournaments he 
got the guillotine. At 
one stage he was 
seriously thinking of 
avoiding the British ‘ 
Open. Now he was glad 
I he hadn’t. 

Bad times for the 
Britons—the European 
challenge was gradtially 
fading away. Nick Faldo 
hardly moved any closer 
to the leaders and when 
he finally realised that it 
wasn’t his Open he 
wanted to finish quickly 
and go fishing. Lyle was 
erratic and was “still 
struggling to keep 
alight the f luttering 
flame of inspiration. ’’ He 
fad^ into oblivicm. 
Hpunan Woosnam 
jpitt better than Lyle 



Aussie Greg Norman in 
the bunker 

fromitheteetothe grreen 
but .found his putting 
disastrous. He too 
wasn’t enjoying the golf 
one little bit. 

All eyes were on 
Ballesteros. He expected 
a lot of things to happen, 
like carding a 66 or 
67.. .good weather in the 
momii^ and a thunder 
storm in the edternoon. 
“WeU that didn’t 
happen.” Thus Troon 
epitomized the awfully 
poor performances of 
the Europeans and 
Ballesteros had the final 
say: “Langer (309), Lyle 
(286) and myself (269) 

Calosveoohia 
oonoentrates on his 
putting 










are not in veiy good 
form at the moment, but 
things will swing 
around very much." 

So the five years of US 
frustration culminated 
when Mark 
Calcavecchla. in a 
three-man, four hole 
play off, defeated Wayne 
Orady and Greg 
Norman,, which he least 
expected to do. He 
started out not even 
dreaming of a victory 
and when he did he 
confessed that golf 
needs luck. Watson was 
close to creating golf 
history—his sixth Open 
title—but missed a 
crucial shot to finish 
277 (11-under) and 
fourth. 

When the 20-year-old 
Calcavecchia clinched 
his first major after 
trailing behind the 
Aussies and Watson, he 
rushed back to ring 
home and tell his wife 
Sheryl the good news: “I 
just think everything 
went my way. I am in a 
state of shock....it was a 
miracle from God.” The 
American pocketed £ 
80,000. 

He recalled the play 
oH. How Norman after 
setting a course record 
of 64 went out of bounds 
on the 18th and fell on 
the wayside. But Mark 
Calcavecchia birdied the 
final hole for a 68 and 
ended the play off 3 
shots ahead of Grady. 

This was the same 
golfer who had said 
earlier this year that he’d 
rather win the Ryder 
Cup than a major. A 
Ryder Cup victory 
would be the greatest 
experience. “I want to 
find out what it would be 
like on a winning team. 
It’s got to be a blast.” 
Calcavecchia said. Well, 
let’s see what the 
Americans do at the 
Belfry come September. 
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Sepurated from his > 4 ir! 
fciend and mu sing an 
injury.the 1 987 
Wimbledon elnnnpion 
bides his time witli 
his two cliildren in a 
London apartment and 
says he is willing; to 
g’ive np tennis tor tlie 
sake of his family. 




ATCASHstUl 

can’t 

remember 
exactly what 
went on that 


Wimbledon. 
All he knows 
is he’d just 
despatched his rit^ 

Ivan Lendl in straight 
sets on Centre Court. 

He also thinks he’d 
realised that the 
greatest prize in tennis 
was his. But after that, 
he says, things are a 
blank. 

Few who watched 
the match two summers 
ago thought Cash 
looked anything other 
than purposeful as he 
launched himself into 
the cheering crowds. 
Using barriers, seat 
backs, scaffolding and 
willing hands as 
stepping stones, he 
scrambled upwards. 
When his m^eshift 
stairs ran out, he leaped 
on to the roof of a 
commentary box. 

Finally, in what was 
arguably as great a feat 
of athleticism as 
winning Wimbledon, he 
reached the box where 
his family and flriends 
stood. 

“All of a sudden I was 
hugging my dad and my 
coach and my 
girlfriend," he 
remembers. Then he 
looked down to where 
officials of the All 
England Lawn Tennis 
Club, accompanied 1^ 
assorted members of the 
Rosral Family, stood 
waiting patiently. “I 
thought. ‘Oh. my good’,” 
he says. ‘T Just had to 
race off again.” 

Such an extravagantly 
loving gesture is typical 
of Pat Cash. He gathered 
up his Norwegian 
girlfMend,'Anne-Britt 
l^ristiansen, and their 
baby son, Daniel, for the I 
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victory photos. He also 
spent much of the next 
two days trying to 
phone his mum in 
Australia. 

It’s a strangely 
old-fashioned view of the 
world from a man with a 
reputation for 
rmorthodox behaviour. 
But then, Pat Cash has 
never been easy to 



classify. 

He is unquestionably a 
completely dedicated 
and professional tennis 
player. Yet when he first 
hit the British tennis 
scene, his long hair, 
trademark chequered 
headband and eairing 
suggested a rock star 
rather than a tennis 
star. ’The hordes of 










screaming girls only 
enhanced that image. 
Professional tennis 
watchers doubted if he 
was really quite serious. 
Then, treat^ to a few 
exhibitions of Cash 
exterminating his 
opponents, that view 
changed. 

But what about his 
lifratyle? An avowed 
heavy metal rock fan 
and keen guitarist, Pat 
Cash liked nothing 
better than mixing with 
his rook ‘n’ roll mates 
and having a few pints. 
The fact that he bmly 
saw his friends due to 
the rigours of his 
training schedule, didn’t 
alter his hell-raiser 
image. 

His involvement with 
Anne-Britt, whom he 
met in Texas where she 
was modelling, and the 
birth of Daniel on Pat’s 
21st birthday, caused 
more diapproval. Tennis 
players are supposed to 
be single minded. 

He arrived at 
Wimbledon 1987 ranked 
eleventh. Lendl was 
ranked first. “I knew I 
was going to beat 
Lendl." he says. “It was 
just a matter of not 
letting being in the 
Wimbeldon final 
overcome me. It was the 
thing I’d always 
dreamed of winning." 

When asked 
afterwards if that was 
the greatest moment of 
his life, he said no—it 
came second to the birth 
of tiis son. And since 
baby Mia came along in 
March 1988 his 
Wimbledon win has been 
relegated even lower. 

"My fkmily is more 
important than a tennis 
match.” Cash actually 
walked out of the Davis 
Cup j^b^rnament last 
yMri^ he present at 
B^nihlrih in Oslo. 

“What can be more 




**I*ve got time 
off from the 
game and Pm 
relaxii^. It’s 
really nice*’. He 
does regret 
missing this 
year’s 
Wimbledon 
though. “I 


important than being at 
the birth of your 
daughter? If they’d 
given me a million 
bucks, I still wouldn’t 
have gone on with the 
toxumament." 

Even playing 
Wimbledon would have 
to come second to his 
family, says Cash, 


thought I had a 
really good 
chance. But I 
don’t fancy 
goingto 
watch. 
It’sBbit 
depressing 
when you’re. 
notplayini^* : 


though he admits the 
choice is made easier for 
him as he is already a 
champion. "It's hard to 
say, but Wimbledon I’d 
probably be there for the 
birth of the third child, 
too.” 

But. at present, a third 
baby seems unUkely. Ife 
and Anne-britt 


separated last autximn, 
driven apart by the 
terrible pressures of 
trying to live a nomutl 
life on the professional 
tennis circuit. 
Anne-Britt had 
faithfully followed Cash 
from continent to 
continent, but, he says: 
"It’s just too hard to take 
the kids on the circuit. 
It’s full-time, this 
thing-H>n the road 12 
months a year.” 

Now the children 
share their thne between 
Anne-Britt in Norway 
and their father in 
London. But, Cash s«ys, 
he needs lus family and 
close friends around 
him more than ever. In 
the cut-throat world of 
top tennis, he says, 
they’re the only people 
he can rely on. "They’ve 
helped me through 
tough times.” 

Tough times are 
something Cash has 
learned a lot about. 

Since Wimbledon 1987, 
things have begun to 
unravel. Last year, Boris 
Becker beat him to the 
title. And. since then, 
things have gone from 
bad to worse. Due to 
iiyury, he didn’t play for 
three months at the end 
of last year. And then, in 
April, while in a 
comeback tournament, 
he fell and ixyured his 
Achilles’ tendon putting 
him firmly out of tennis 
for a year. 

Now. his right leg is 
encased in plaster, he is 
languishing at home in 
Fulham, London. But, 
surprisingly, he’s 
eiijoyingit. “I’ve got 
time off from the grind 
and Fm relaxing. It’s 
really niee.” He does 
regret missing 
Wimbledon though. “I 
thought 1 had a really 
' good chance. But I don’t 
fancy going to watch. 
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It’s a bit depressing 
when you’re not 
playing." 

Cash is consoling 
himself by spending 
time with Daniel and 
Mia, now aged three and 
one. “I've only seen them 
for about three weeks in 
four months/’ he says, 
“though I’ve gone to 
Oslo whenever I’ve had 
time off.” 

He’s an 

extraordinarily loving 
and devoted father. Mia 
looks like her dad, while 
Daniel takes after his 
mother. Their 
clothes—noticeably 
better designed than 
British clothes—are 
from Norway. In fact. 


c 

himself 
speiidi&gtiiiiiei 
wiUi'Daniel. 
and Mia, 




Anne-Britt is there at 
this moment, setting up 
a baby clothes business. 
“Mummy’s buying us a 
shop, isn’t she?" Pat 
asks his son. 

For an absent mother 
and ex-girlfriend, 
Anne-Britt comes into 
the conversation quite a 
lot. Perhaps Pat Cash 
isn’t just missing his 
children? Is there a 
chance of him making it 
up with their mother? 

“Do I think so?” he 
says with a slow smile, 
as he wonders whether 
to answer. Then he 
relents—and reveals; “I 
think that there’s a very 
good chance, yes.jji 
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XKh. Barclay, Pat Cash’s ocNMdi 
spea^B to DAVW McMAHON 


LL those theories wen© (x>rreot, ■'' 

" after all. The Pat 

Cash's equation with tennis was 
seriously aifeoteiil^ a InsitlEdotm 
in thereUtipn^P h^eshtlte , 
1987 Winildsdon winhwabtl his 
Norwegian girlfriend,- AnobS^Brit Kristiansen.. 
On 29 !^rch, with Kristienaen in Oslo wad . 
Cash in Melbourne, a joiatetstement was 
released to the intematiixhal^iedia, 
announcing that the couple bad agreed toa 
trial separation. 

Cash, 23, said; “We wish to announce that we 
have agreed on a trial separation. The last few 
months have been a very difficult period for all 
of us. Having made this announcement, we 
ask the media to respect our privacy and 
neither of us, will be making any further 
statement.” 

Cash has made no secret of the fact that he 
always wanted his family with him while he 
travelled the circuit, but Anne-Britt, a former 
model, preferred to stay in London with her 
children while Cash travelled flt>m 
tournament to tournament. Unimpressed writh 
Australia and the Melbourne climate, she had 
already returned to Oslo when Cash, after a 
four-month layoff caused by injury, returned 
to the oircmt with the 1969 Australian Open 
only to bow out once again. 

It is widely acknowledged that the man who 
knows Pat Cash better than anyone else is Ian 
Barclay, the slim silver-haired tennis coach 
whom Cash climbed the Wimbledon stands in 
order to embrace after his 1987 win .Barclay who 
took Cash under his wing when the latter was 
only 11 years old says he will make no 
comment on the controversy surrounding Pat 
Cash’s current predicament. The only thing he 
will say, with much emphasis, is that those 
who question the Cash oonunitment—or 
otherwise—to tennis do not know what they 
are talking about. 

Barclay’s silence does not imply disrespect 
or scorn for the Australian media; rather he 
seeks to protect the 1987 Wimbledon 
champion who has lost most of his fan 
following. Barclay is willing to talk about 
anything else, however. 

The Barclay residence, in ttie secluded 
Melbourne suburb of Park Orchards, is so 
off the beaten track that even veteran cabbies 
scretch their heads and thumb through their 
street directories to find it. A fifteeh-mlnute 
(||;riveqffoneoftimGitybmain(urto roads, 
j^imber 9 Dir|ton CrecKxnt h|iB three nrs 
wked at various adgles in thsdriveway; 

«r8 jbaforme xheihat hey husb^ 
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CALCUTTA SENIOR 


DIVISION SOCCER LEAGUE 




Setback For Mohtin 


T he lull on the 
maidan has 
finally been 
broken. The 
boycotters 
have once 

again decided to take up 
the whistle after much 
persuasion by the 
administrators of the 
game. But the scene is 
quite different from 
what it was when the 
Calcutta league began. 

Mohammedan 
Sporting has a new 
secretary but rivalry 
and suspicion still 
linger within the club. 
Rival body members' 
have moved the court: 
one files a suit on the 
previous secretary on 
embezzlement of club 
funds; the other (a 
member of the club 
executive committee) 
counters with a 
defamation.... and 
perhaps this will have 
an adverse impact on the 


players. 

East Bengal during 
the referees boycott did 
not spare a moment of 
training as it did not 
concern them. But one 
picture has emerged: 
other than Yashpal the 
three other 

Punjabis—Kuljit Singh, 
Madanlal and 
William—have not 
clicked. William is at 
home nursing his 
injury; Madanlal was 
finding it hard to 
recover his form in the 
midfield; Kuljit gulled 
the fans upfront. 
Besides the Punjabi 
striker’s two hat-tricks 
(in the SSS Trophy and 
current league), he was 
just a shadow of his 
former self in the 
league. 

Much was expected of 

Bikash Panjl makes an 
attempt at the Police AC 
goal. East Bengal won 
the match 


him when Cheema was 
in trouble. The VIP 
treatment Kuljit 
received by East Bengal 
was misused... .things 
went from bad to worse 
for the player and he 
was forced to go home. 
Perhaps he will not 
return. Perhaps he’s not 
worth the salt he ate. 
The club can do without 
him as Cheema and 
Krishanu Dey are in 
form. But for the 
moment the club will 
have to do without the 
game-maker Krishanu 
and medio Bikash Panji 
as they are in the SAF 
Games camp. 

Current leaders 
Mohun Bagan are in the 
doldrums especially 
where the team 
composition is 
concerned. Most of their 
top-notchers are either 
in the Delhi camp or on 
office assignment and 
now has to depend on 


the second stringers. 
The only two to help out 
are Pranah Mondol in 
the attack and Prasanta 
Banerjee in the midfield. 

Mohammedan SC 
coach Nayeem isatill 
optimistic about bis 
team faring better when 
league resumed. The 
taste of victory was 
sweet against Sonali 
Sibir in their second 
meeting. (Chibuzor’s 
goal gave the team the 
earlier win). They could 
have scored more than 
the two goals but for 
missed chances —a 
common disease now 
prevalent in the 
attacking force. 

Babu Mani was a 
potential danger in the 
rival defence and was 
successful in obtaining 
the team’s second goal. 
Shankar Sadhu seems to 
have taken a lot of 
anxiety out of Nayeem 
as he has been 





performing well in the 
midfield. Sadhu had 
scored a fine 
opportunistic 
g^... .and a couple of 
pile drivers that sent the 
shivers down the soimli 
keeper’s spine. 

It’s been a bad season 
for Sonali. They have 
played 14 matches and 
have earned only seven 
points. In every match 
they go all out but it 
ends so abruptly. But 
Soiiali before tiring out 
managed to find the 
rival net via Pradip 
Basak who fully ^vailed 
the void left by thte 
sluggish stoppers 
Mastan and Aloke Saha. 

Mohammedan SC 
again met BNR and this 
time the story was 
different. They lost two 
more points in a goalless 
draw. BNR’s Tarun 
Dut'ta held centrdstage. 
He was at his best. 
Perfect anticipation. 



Immaculate saves, at 
least'five fix>m the boots 
of the dependable Babu 
Mani, Chibuzor, Peroze 
and Talukdar. Last 
year’s top scorer 
Chibuzor looked 
desperate with each 



A drawn match between 
Mohun Bagan and Port 

match: his goal-scoring 
has been restricted due 
to a nagging injury. So 
far he’s been able to 
score only thrice. 

The home team’s 
intentions were clear. 
They had to win and did 
play well, using a lot of 
imagination, cohesion 
but failed to score. They 
have conceded 20 points 
from 15 ties. The 
highlight of the match 
was Sunil Mullick 
slapping the yellow card 
on seven players, 
including keeper Tarun 
Dutta. 

Mohun Bagan took 
the field after 22 days 
and that proved to be 
inauspicious. They lost 
two vital points to 
Calcutta Port Trust. The 
SAF Games camp has 
taken its toll. Without 
Sishir Ghosh, Bagan has 
a difficult time on 
getting a goal; without 
Sudip Chatterjee and 


Satyajit Chatterjee 
nothing works in the 
midfield and without 
Achintya Belel, Aloke 
Mukheijee (condemned 
Subrata Bhattacharya) 
the deep defence has 
become pregnable; and 
in the goal the 
absence of Debashis 
Mukherjee the Bagan 
becomes uncertain. 

All of them are in the 
camp. IfonlySupriyo 
Chakraborty was there 
to serve the club. He’s 
still to recover. 

They did not have any 
serious practice due to 
coach Amal Dutta’s 
indisposition and to get 
the whole lot of second 
stringers geared up at 
short notice is a hard 
task. Nothing worked 
properly against the 
portmen and they had to 
settle for a draw. But 
Putta has a challenge in 
ftxint of him if the team 
is to remain in the top 
slot. The'coach has the 
knack of getting the 


Pay And Get Away With Murder 


H e was tried, found 
ffuilty and 


. ■ ■ guilty and 

dondemned. His long 
career at 

the club, national and 
internUonal level has 
in a sense, culminated 
in the most 
imceremonious 
manner. That too at 
the twilight of his 
career. Yes he has paid 
dearly for his 
inex]^icsble 
tellioosity. While the 
referees have hailed 
the decision, Sports 
Minister Subhas 
Chakraborty said it to 
bea mild one. 

He will never forget 
for the rest of his life 
hiscardinal 
blunder-^-deliberately 
kicking referee Pradip 
Nag to give vent to his 
volatile mood in 
Mohun Bagan'’8 
league match against 
Aryan. 

The IFA league 
sub-committee had 
passed its severest 
judgement to Bagem 
stopper-back Subrata 
Bhattaoharya, who, at 
Prodyut Dutta’s 
. residence repented’for 
the onfield 

misdemeanour on July. 
15, While a larger 
section of the panel 
wanted a lifb ban on 
the player the IFA 
aeqretary wanted .f. 
Bi^tadharyatopl^. ’ 
fbr another y^ 
the 5-mdhUi. ; ( 

8u^>ffiision and ah 
exorbitant fine of Ha. 
Sp^fiO^fSOthathecouM- 
qpik the scene ae a true 
, sportsman^ 

AteiTinoplayer..he,- 
'misguided’ by 
dlub op^oials whtoh^ 

toget into ... 


Bhattaoharya has - 
always extended a.. - ‘ 
helping hand to those 
who approached 
him—even for 
financial aid. Hia 
popularityis . 
unimaginable—^and he 
Btill has innumerable 
fans who would love to 
see him back on the 
maidan. 

But the vital 
question is: will . 
Bhattaoharya make a 
comeback tttor the. . 
ban^ He’s already 


d^tlieoted and jiea^ts to 
Just fOigi^ike yrhOte 
sordid episodeohce * 
and fpr aU. When he 
Haded the Committee he 
looked quite shattered. 
But he did try to put up 
a brave face and 
answer all questions 
honmtly. And even 
when the secretary 
asked Mm if he’d hit 

Stthrabi Bhattaoharya is 
popular udth hie fane 
Who should Joee to eee 
baCw OB.'fite 


Pradip Nag be said 
ilhat it wae *sub}udice8’ 
(The case comes up for 
hearing December by ' 
which time things wW 
hopefully be sorted 
out). 

It Subrata 
Bhattacharya’s • 
punishment is so 
drastic could we say 
the game about those 
erring playes whom 
referee Nag had named 
in his r^rt? On the 
assurance of Prodyut 
Dutta that the 






playars ; 

"will be severely dealt 
vritb, the referees 
withdreiy t^ boycott. . 
But the whole tldcg . . , 
csme M a terrible blow 
to the refbrees when 
theleagfue 
subHOonunittee 
imposed fines on 
Satyajit Chatterjesr 
Achintya Bele smd 
Saibal Chattei;jee.. .and 
cautioned the others. 

One can only come to 
the conclusion tliat in 
future a player can 
beat up a referee or a 
linesman jond get away 
by paying a fine. The 
referees are rightly 
indignant. Instead of 
finding a remedy to 
the growing malady 
the panel had only 
add^ insult.. 

How coukl the IFA 
only impose fines 
against minimum 
sxupension? When 
referee Dilip Sen’s ears 
were pulled, Dutta 
insisted that had he 
included that in his 
report action would 
definitely have been 
taken. Yet after Nag 
was hit and wrote a 
report on it. Um 
punii^ment has been 
ridiculous-^ther pay 
the hteasly fine or get 
suspended. . 

Ahdwhydidtbe 
dub’ll name CMohun 
Ibigan) cfc^ When 

' wrii^individiial 
■ i^iiyeiiBwerelMdng'' . 
punned .especially 

wlmpthe: 
goWwnniaht wss . 
considering to 
recognise 

Began as a national 
blub and issue a 


'mfijieooosaionoflts . 




believe that the^ . 

IFA wasfiright^efiw ; 
mstingoutdrastio . 
atepatoBa^an 
players?’I[hs way the 
Whcde thing was 
enaot^was 
irrationaJt-Hand 
injudidpuatoo 

ixijttdli^UB, 
oertdnly. Wheh Aryan 
godkeepOT Nihar I^b 
had trudged all the 
way to Pradip Nag’e 
residence to apologise 
for his misdeed—*a 
mistake the committed 
for the first time—end 
was ‘pardoned’ by him. 
why didn’t the 
committee act a bit 
humanely? Deb’s 
financial position is 
not at d! healthy and if 
he doesn’t pay the Bs 
lOtpOO fine he will be 
suepenc^ till theehd 
of Ideo^rhlch would 
certainly end hie 
career prematurely.'' n 
A nd if this happens 
eveyone will point a 
finger att be iFA. But 
it is hoped Prodsrut 
Dutta will waive the 
amount. At times he . . 
has been oonddrate. At 
thetimeofgoinfirto V 
press Mbs hewscomee. 
isthatSubrata 
Bhattwdiarya has 
agn»d to help Nihar. 
Deb. 

Whattiien is fiie,. 
Outcome dt the 
meeting? ihe poor 
refoz4is hayb sgkfo 
.the of lie.. •' > 

.stidCv^mo fh»eWiBgp;"';v 
lotitOnefnels’ 
bsnevdent fiind and 
the whibtlemen have 
nodebire to accept the 
SFAs henevolenoe' 

TluQr nsedjiuetioe. Qr.V' 
'te.^fimd'tobe. 


Juniors to click and with 
no opposition coming 
fi<om the senior players 
at the moment Dutta can 
go ahead with his pieuis. 

East Bengal crossed a 
stiff hurdle. They were 
content beating the 
fearsome Railway FC 
2*1 and could have won 
by a bigger margin had 
Cheema and Krishanu 
Dey not floundered in 
fix>nt of the RFC goal. 
The Nigerian was in 
dangerous form and the 
railway teairi had to use 
the offside trap to foil 
his movements. It 
worked but Cheema 







who had for the first 
time played under the 
East Bengal bar was 
sore for conceding a 
Bappaditya Saha goal in 
the second session. But 
the keeper was not to 
blame for the lapse—it 
was Monoraujan 
Bhattachaucjee who in 
trying to clear a 
Priyogopal Goswami 
centre slipped.... 

East Bengal earned 

Chibusor makes a 
frantio header but 
misses the goal (not in 
picture) against BNR. 
Mohammedan SC lost 
two more points 







found the net and also 
did the spadework for 
Sandip Munshi to net 
the second goal. Other 
than Cheema and 
Krishanu the rest of the 
side were rather 
sluggish and also had to 
pay for it. 

Sudipto Chakraborty 


full points when they 
made mince meat of 
Police AC. Cheema again 
scored twice while, 
Bikash Paiiji and Arup 
Manna added to the 
tally. (East Bengal have 
collected<34 points from 
14 matches so far). 
Subhaah Sarear 





ATHLETICS DIARY 


W E are getting' 

used to Kenyans 
mopping up 
middle-distance 
medals and plaudits. 
And this gives rise to a 
question? What would 
have happened if the 
Kenyans had not 
boycotted two successive 
Olympic Games in 1976 
and 1980, and seen their 
athletics development 
stunted as a result? 

If the present Kenyan 
resurgence had 
happened a decade ago, 
would Coe and Ovett 
have been as successful, 
or would they have been 
reduced to bit-part 
players on the world 
middle-distance stage, 
like Cram has been? 

Even the Kenyans 
seemed aghast at the 
idea. Mike Boit was just 
about the only man, 
Kenyan or otherwise, to 
challenge Coe and Ovett 
in their heyday. Boit, 
now a public relations 
man for the Kenyan 
federation, when he is 
not lecturing at 
Kenyatta University 
said of himself and his 
peers; 'All we knew was 
that, if Coe and Ovett 
were not running 
somewhere, we had a 
chance of winning. ’ 

Mike Kosgei, the 
Kenyan distance coach, 
was only a little less 
circumspect. ‘Coe and 
Ovett were in a class of 
their own,' he said, ‘The 
boycbtt did hurt us, but 
all we can say is that 
they might still have 
won: but they would 
have had a very good 
challenge.’ 

Robert Hartmann, a 
West German Journalist 
who has made a study of 
Kenjran athletics, feels 
that there -were reasons 
other than the boycotts 
for the demise in 
interest in athletics until 
the early part of the 



Ihe Kenyan Juggen 



decade. 

‘They didn't take care 
of their first gold 
medallists’ he says. ‘For 
example, Biwott(Amo8, 
the 1968 Olympic 
steeplechase winner 
who w{||^ fi^ous for 
clearing the water jump 
completely), ended up 
working as a street 
cleaner, at one dollar a 



lilt Rolls On 


day. Everything 
ohanged after Daniel 
Arap-Moi came to 
power.’ 

Arap-Moi is a 
Kalengin, the same 
tribal group as most of 
the top Kenyan distance 
runners—Keino, Rono, 
9tc. He was even once a 
high school teacher in 
Kapsabet, the centre of 


Kenyan distance 
running. 

Hartmann continues: 
‘In the early Eighties, 
after Moi became 
president, he held the 
cross country 
championships on his 
own farm, and offered 
goats and cows as 
prizes. That’s the kind of 
incentive the Kenyans 


Douglas Wakihurl 
crosses the finish lino to 
become the World 
Champion in the 
marathon in Rome in 
1987 

understand. They are 
bom professionals. 

One local peculiarity 
is the Kenyan trust fund 
system (by which 
athletes earn money 
openly), the only one in 
the world with a 
provision for 
withdrawing money 
under the clause, 
“buying cows.” 

Boit agrees that the 
government is firmly 
behind the upsurge in 
athletic interest. ‘We 
could not have held the 
All-Africa 

championships (1987) 
without the 

government’s backing,’ 


.‘it ^ 

*y / '. i , f 





he says. ‘The result is 
that we are far ahead of 
other AfMcan countries 
now.’ 

In an entertaining and 
informative article in 
Athletics Today, a 
month ago, Jon Solly, 
the Commonwealth 
tO,OOOm champion, who 
had gone to Kenya to 
train, conjectured that 
the staple diet there was 
a boon to the middle and 
long-distance runner. 

‘Sukuma, a type of 
spinach and ugali, 
(which is) maize meal 


boiled with water to a 

solid porridge.plenty 

of fruit-bananas in a 
variety never seen 
anywhere, irio potato, 
cabbage and beans 
mixed together; 
maziwalaia, fermented 
milk—almost yoghurt; a 
touch of kuma, minced 
meat, and you can’t go 
far wrong. Not many die 
of heart attacks.’ 

Kosgei’s coaching, 
refined by a course in 
Mainz in 1983-84 has 
also been instrumental 
in the re-emergence of 
the Kenyan runners. 

‘We were not systematic 
before that; we relied too 
much on natural talent.’ 

After two, third 
places, his cross country 
squad has now won the 
world championship 
four times in succession, 
and laid the basis for 
some home trained 
success. A reliance has 
developed on the United 
States scholarship 
system, which has 
nurtured Paul Ereng, 
Peter Rono and Julius 
Karuiki, three of last 
year's quartet of 
Olympic winners, as 
well as Yobes Ondieki 
and Peter Koech. 

There are still many 
gaps in the Kenyan 
experience. There is no 
club system, and 
prom ising runners tend 
to get drafted into 
institutions like the 
army. Boit would dearly 
love to persuade a 
British sprint coach to 
go to Kenya. Perhaps 
some trade-off can be 
done for British runners 
to train at altitude in 
Kenya. . 

But for the time being, 
forget the flag, and sit 
back and enjoy the 
middle distance 
domination, whereever 
it springs. 

M Butcher 
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O KAY, this is it. 
From this week on¬ 
ward we’re going 
to get serious 
out our l^ies. No more 
fooling around; no more 
half-hearted attempts. 
Now we’re really going 
for gold. 

To work this magic 
we’re going to use aero- 
blos: the mystical (must 
be. considering the re-' 
verence with which' 
addicts pack their 
leotards and head for the 
gym) workout made 
famous by Jane Fonda 
and her pencil-slim 
clones. Stretch and 
sweat...grunt and win¬ 
ce...Jump and pant. It’s, 
bard work all right, but ' 
the results are gra-f 
tlfying. 

. As with most workout 
routines, this aerobics 
workout is also divided 
into spedfic parts dedi¬ 
cated to different parts 
of the body. Since it’s 
hither long, we’ll have to 
sd^eilse it over a few 


weeks. The first part, 
that well deal with is (he 
warm-up; since it's 
essential that the body is. 
loose and rarin' to go. 
-So. c’mon, get into your 
shorts: your track suit, 
your leotard—anything 
that you fbel good in— 
switch on some good 
music and let's get’ 
started. 

Jdg in place, liftingr 
the knees about waid 
high and maintaining 
an even tempo. Count¬ 
ing every time your Mft 
fod touches the floor, 
get to a count of eight. 
Then repeat for ano^er 
count of eight. 

Now move into a sort- 
of forward step (but 
without mdving for¬ 
ward) while stietchtng 
the arms forward with 
each forward movement 
of the feet. Reach out in 
front' of you with both 
hands as you put the left 
leg forward, then retr^ 
as you pull the left leg 


IMI 








'."xiebi leg. gg« 
Keepn^ cooiik 
wfth. ey«ry ' fbrwar^d- 
atenaiftn (tf the arma.- 
to a count at eight. 
Then try for another 
hdunt eight. 

Alter Uiis. move Info a 
jiimp with a 
sideways' lift of the 
hands. Striding with 
yoiir hands bent, fists 
almoet tucked into your 
armpits. Jump in thei 
seme spot to land with 
your feet apart and your 
hands outstretched on 
either side. Then,, using 
the same momentum, 
jump ^ain to bring 
your Iq^ back together 
a^n while bringing 
the hands back tp the 
start position, under 
your armpits. Cqunt 
with every extension of 
the'arms, getting to 
eight and repeating with 
yet another count of 
^ht. 

Now let's have some 
fhn. How many of you 
lUce dancing? Most of 
you? Oood. All you have 
to do for the next part of 
the warm-up routine is 
twist... with a jump. Get 
the feet together, hands 
at your si^ and let'sgo. 
Twist and shout. Cmon 
everybody, let’s swing it 
about. Try to g^ the toes 
pointing to the left on 
the first jump while the 
upper body goes to the 
right. Ihen, on the next 
hop, get the toes to the 
right while you twist 
your upper body to the 
left. Covmt on every hop, 
getting to eight and 
then try for another 
count of eight. 

The next one is a very 
basic fitness exercise. 
Standing with your feet 
together and hands held 
hy your side, jump to 
land with yoiir fbet apart 
evmi as your bands dap 
diovs head. On th^ 
nert hfing tbs 



'le|fia ^together,. 

' Jt^nginfittba bahddii)^^ 
id the starting positkm.': 
Count. on every clap,; 
reaching eight and then. 
tryiiig for. snotiier eight. 

How’s it going so fai^ 
Have you fixuMb’^ 
a sweat? Or ar^ ^ynd ; 
ouHed up to the bonwr^i 
experietmtog mbd‘'idar<- 
dkK; arrest? Oon't 

If you’re to tronw^'.j 
just lie fiat on your ba^; 
and breathe to nice cr ¬ 
easy. After a couple ; 
minutes, you’ll be ready 
to get on with it ag^tiii,; 
Others, who are etiU on 
their feet, can.gq 
straight' on to t%> 'hei# 
part of the warm-upi- 

Break into a slow jog^ 
on-the-spot. Barely* 
going thrwg^ ttor mo¬ 
tions. keep moving, 
while you breatiie de^: 
tohale through the no^e,' 
filling the lungs slowly 
and fully and exhale 
through the. mouth; 
^wtog out all the air 
from the lungs. EepeiMja 
couple of times. 

After you’ve got yoiir 
breath back, brtok intoal 
non-stop sequence 
jumping with yoiir 
hands reaching up to. 
the ceiling, thra jnmp- 
tog with the hanm 
tending to the, sl^s. 
Maintain the count tm 
every jump, reacihii^ 
eight and then going tiie' 
distance again. ' 

And finally, get-the 
hands on your hips,.'feet 
together and jump from 
side to side... almost as 
you’re skipping'over a 
barrier. Count with ev¬ 
ery jump, getting to. 
eight and starting 
again. 

By now you are nicely* 
warmed up, ready to- 
take on tiie rigours, of 
the ted of the,wor|tpui^ 
Stay with us,; ind well 
move into tiie nsiit ptort 
of this aerobic 
me nod Week, ' . 
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Champlansbip 

C APTAIN T.P.S. Rawat of Corps 
of Engineering Sailing Club, 
Pune (CESC) alongwith defending 
champion Capt. Sapjeev Khanna 
EME Sailing Association were 
declared joint winners of the 14th 
OK Dinghy National Regatta 
Championship held at Hussian 
Sagar Lake, Hyderal^. 

Both Khanna and Rawat had 
won three races each and had 17.4 
points without discard. After both 
the sailors discarded a race each, 
their tally stood at 11.7 points. 
Aooox^ng to the international 
yatohlng rule ho. 11 this was a tie 
and hence they were declared joint 
winners. This is for the first time 
in the history of OK Dinghy that a 
first place is being shared. 

In the Laser class Mpjor Kuldip 
Singh Saini (EMESA) lifted the 
President Laser class assodation 
of India cup with a total of 12 
points while Capt. M.N. Devaya 
(CESC) was placed second with 
35.7 points. 

Rahul Rastogi of Hyderabad 
(representing CESC, Pune) won 
the division n board laser class 
inland water championship 
winning all the seven races. He 
romped home with the trophy 
with zero points. 

On the concluding day of the 
week long sailing championship 
in the National event, when 
everyone thought that a new 
champion would emerge, Capt. 
R.K. Dandriyal (CESC) emerged 
winner in the lad race pipping 
debutant Rawat to the second 
position. Had Rawat finished the 
race first he would have become 
the dole owner of the prestigious 
Katari Bowl. 

In the Laser class, fortunes 
fluctuated between Major. Saini 
and Captain M.N. Devaya on the 
concluding day. In the seventh 
and final race Capt. Devaya 
fUiished first and Saixii was placed 
second. However, hi the overall 
lead of this meet Saini with 12 
penalty points after discard 
eiginned a clear winner. 


AP Ministnr for Sports, 

Vivekanaada giving away the 

prise to Rahul Rast^, winner 
of Div n, Board Class (Wind 
Surfing) 

Following him was Devaya with 
35.7 penalty points in the second 
position. 

For the first time Saini emerged 
winner in the Laser class inland 
water championship. A Major 
from Hissar, Saini has had little 
time for practice, but the way he 
raced at Hussian Sagar one would 
have wondered how he could 
achieve it. 

Rahul Rastogi, in Wind Surfing 
i.e. Div n Board Class right from 
day one won all the seven events 
with ease. He virtually had no 
competition. In the absence of 
Mark Butt, Rastogfi had an easy 
time. Mathew Oomes of Qoa 
Yachting Association who 
incidentally came second was no 
match to an Improved Rahul who 
now will represent India in the 
Regatta meet at China later this 
year. 

In the optimist class for boys 
and girls under 14 years Nagesh 
Boorugu of Secunderabad sailing 
club won the championship with 
relative ease. 

This championship lacked in 
one aspect. Big names in sailing 
were missing. Plllay and 


Pradeepak a name in Indian 
sailing history did not participate. 
However, C.S. Pradeepak, an 
Arjuna awardee was felicitated on 
this occasion for his yoemen 
service to the sailing fiatemity. 

L.A. 

IfSouza CiQ Vcdlqfball 

HYDERABAD Mayors lifted the 
Ucoveted 40th YMCA Hyderabad 
annual D’Souza cup volleyball 
trophy for men by toppling ^ 

current league champions South 
Central Railway.in an exciting 
final by 11*16,15*10,16*14,15*4 
played at YMCA Hyderabad. 

In the 40th RBVR trophy for 
women, the South Central 
Railway women’s squad lived up 
to their reputation by scoring an 
easy victory over Hyderabad 
Mayors in straight games at 
15-13,15-3,15*8. The youthful 
Mayors’ team, which consists of 
the cream of mimicipal players 
had nothing to lose but 
everything to gain. 

In the first game, railways had 
the upper hand, clinching the 
game at 15*11 but in the rest of 
the three games they submitted to 
mayors in all the departments. 
When the teams were equal at 8*8, 
Vikaruddin and Mohd. Ohouse of 






Mr Q. A. Rao, Deputy General 




preaennng the trophy to the 
'vinnera, TMCA M^ors 

Mayors capitalised on the weak 
smashes of their rivals and in turn 
worked out to take points througrh 
placingrs. They equalised the set 
score by winning the second game 
at 15-10. 

In the third game, Railways 
wielded the whip as they always 
kept a point lead till the tag end of 
the game at 14-13. Railways, 
however, were unable to fetch the 
vital point necessary to claim the 
game, but after a number of 
rallies, Srikanth Reddy and Mohd 
Ohouse tilted the game towards 
their side levelling the score at 
14-14 and went on to grab the 
gameatie-14. 

Down by two games. Railways 
showed no signs of a come-back in ^ 
the fourth game. They threw in 
the towel as they ran out of ideas. 
Th^ caved in meekly to their 
rivals at 16-4. This was the first 
defeat in the season for the 
Railways. 

The women’s final was totally a 
one-sided afflair, with the 
Railways triumphing over 
*Hyderabad mayors. For Railways 
Elsamma, Anita and Ra^eeta 
played with good understanding 
near the net. They were able to , 


take points on placements. They 
did not sweat much for their 
victory, while mayors Vyay 
Kumari, Deepika Reddy and 
Prithlka Reddy were able to fetch 
some points for mayors. 

LeAshli 


('.UWAliA ri 


EastZime Basketball 

B ihar and Bengal emerged 
winners and runners-up 
respectively in the 
recently-concluded Ist East Zone 
Invitational Basketball 
Championship held in the Nehru 
Stadium Basketball Courts at 
Ouwahati. 

Bihar, by virtue of their 
becoming the topper, lifted the 
Oirish Qoswami Memorial Trophy 
donated by Mrs. Jayashree 
Qoswami Mahanta, wife of Assam 
Chief Minister Mr. Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta. It is in memory 
of her late brother who was a 
Branch Manager of a local UCO 
Bank Branch and was killed by 
Bank robbers while on duty in 
1985. 

Altogether six States played this 
Championship which was held 
simultaneously along with the 
other Zones. The teams were 


divided in^) two Pools. Bihar, 
Bengal and U.P. were placed in 
Pool-A and Orissa, Tripura and 
host Assam in Pool-B. Defeating 
Bengal and U.P. by 77-48 and 
05-52 respectively, Bihar topped 
Pool-A followed by Bengal who 
beat U.P. in a closely fought 
contest by 70-65. In Pool-B it was 
Orissa’s turn to head the Pool by 
conveniently beating host Assam 
74-47 and thrashing Tripura 
66-26. Assam, nevertheless, 
entered the semi-final when they 
beat new entrants Tripura 76-57 
and came second in its Pool. 

The first semi-final between 
Bihar and Assam was an one sided 
affair which Bihar won 
comfortably by 71-41. The other 
semi-fin^ between Orissa and 
Bengal was fought more or less on 
equal terms, but the latter had the 
last laugh when they won it 
64-54. 

The final again proved to be 
more or less one sided affair, 
where Bihar, with three 
internationals Sunil Panda, 
Rajesh Srivastava and P. Ratna 
Rao in their stride outclassed 
Bengal to win the Championship 
by 111-65. 

The match never rose to dizzy 
heights and although Bengal 
fought on equal terms in the 
beginning, failed to sustain the 
steam till the end. 

Earlier, Orissa had defeated 
Assam, 80-76 to bag the third 
place in what was perhaps the 
most enthralling match of this 
tournament. 

Bihar, by securing the top slot 
and Bengal for (x>ming second in 
this tournament have qualified to 
participate in the Inter Zonal 
National Basketball 
Championship to be held this 
month at Bangalore. 

Sankar Majumdar 


I MADHY A I’i^ADI,SI! 


‘National Women’s 
Chess 

A NUPAMA GAJANAND 
ABHYANKAR is now the 
national women’s chess 
champion. She earned 13 points in 
15 gruelling rounds in the 




championship which was held in 
Durg. Madhya Pradesh recently 

This ‘A’ grade championship 
was the first of its kind in the 
women's nationals after the 
AICFs decision to split the 
women’s nationals into the A and 
B category. 

The championship included 16 
players of which the first six were 
seeded. Unlike previous 
tournaments, this was held on a 
full league basis. 

The hot favourites to win the 
title was Bhagyashree Bathe 
Thipsay and second seeded 
Anupama Abhyankar, both from 
Maharashtra. 

Anupama Abhyankar started 
like a ch^pion winning the first 
five rounds with ease but 
thereafter she faced problems 
with S.R. Radha and Pushpalata 
Krishna Mangal of Maharashtra. 
Later she defeated Vasanti Unni 
and Edthough she lost to 
Nagbhushan Saritha of Tamil 
Nadu, she was far ahead of the 
other competitors. 

Bhagyashree. however, started 
poorly but still, she was in the 
running till the twelvth round but 
' two draws against K. Sheena and 
K. Saritha (CCFI) spoilt her 
chances to win the title. 

The prizes were given away by 
Motilal Vora, the chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

Harish Harsh 


MADRAS 



Open Golf 


fllHE golf season in Madras 
A normally starts In September. 
And then in quick sucoMSion are 
played the A.V.Thomas Cup team 
championship, the MAM Muthiah 
Gold Cup Competition, the Wills 
Open and the Cosmopolitan Club 
Open Tournaments. But this year, 
thanks to the efforts of the ladies 
wing of the Madras Gymkhana 
dub, the golf season commenced 
in August itsslf with the oonduct- 
ing of thttppen championship over 
the we«j|Kd of August five and 
six. 

^ was a novel competition for 
men women from South 
In^a, organisers were 


BAr. M. Murali, general 
manager, Tb 0 Hindu, giving 
away the winner’s trophy to 
RanJitOrewal 

thrilled by the response, for as 
many as 94 golfers participated 
and there were 22 outstation 
entries from Bangalore, 
Hyderabad and Coimbatore. In the 
fray were 14 women competitors. 
And not altogether surprisingly, 
it was a woman who wadked away 
with the top honours. It was 
Indian international Rarijit 
Grewal. 

The Guindy Golf course has 
always been a happy hunting 
ground for Grewal. The Madras 
Open in 1981 was the first 
tournament she won, paving her 
way to represent the country at 
various international 
competitions over the next few 
years. The tall, slim and attractive 
wife of an Army officer, who 
moved firom Delhi to Bangalore 
last year, was ahead at the end of 
the first day with a rotmd of 76. 
That was six over par but with the 
course a difficult one to conquer 
and with a heavy cross breeze 
making things even more 
difficult, it still turned out to be 
the best score on a day of 
otherwise poor scores. 

On the next day, however 
Grewal struck a purple patch. 
Taking even the difficult 


conditions in her stride, she 
notched up an impressive score of 
71—“My best round ever" as she 
proudly told SportBworld to finish 
with a tally of 147. 

Grewal's supremacy is best told 
by the fact that the next best tally ' 
was a score of 161. Col CV Pratap 
of Madras and Lalitha 
Balasubranuuiiam, the 
organising secretary both 
notched up this score but Col 
Pratap took second place aftePa 
play off. % 

The competition in the Open 
event was so keen that fancied 
golfers like John D’Souza of 
Bangalore and Dilip Thomas of 
Madras (both handicap 5) had to 
remain content with lower, 
plaoings. While local lad Dilip, a 
bit more familiar with the course, 
finished fourth, John luiableto 
deal with the difficult conditions 
finished way behind. 

Madhav Rao, also of Bangalore 
won the handicap event with a two 
days nett of 136 (handicap 19). PN 
Sivaraman of Madras finished 
runner up with 140 (handicap 21). 
Madhav Rao alsoVon the prize for 
best nett acormi of the tournament - 
(68) while Radtit Grewal won the 
prize for best gross (71). 








T he story, ‘Shame on you 
Subrata, (Spozisworld, 26th 
July) on the match between 
Mohun Bagan and Aryans 
showed the terrible conditions 
that prevail on the Maidan. 

The IFA Is responsible for not 
taking a serious view of the 



Subrata Bhattaoharya 

situation. They should have 
condemned this Incident by 
imposing a stiff penalty. 

One hopes that the real culprit 
be punished so that the referees 
can regain their confidence that 
the authorities are behind them. A 
system needs to be introduced 
which imposes harsh punishment 
on the offenders. 

SARIFUL HUSSAIN, 

Dibrugarh. 

Goncem 

I MRAN KHAN’S policy of meting 
out treatment towards the 
players according to their 
showing on the field made quite 
engaging reading (“All players 
should not be treated . 
equally—12-18 July). 

One of the shrewdest brains that 
the game of cricket has produced 
in recent times, the Pakistani 
skipper knows how to bring out 
the best fixim an individual>player. 
There is no doubt that the much 
talked-about lucrative six of Javed 
Miandad which saw his team 
through against India in Sharjah 
. jfuid the subsequent views of 
Imran in taming down the 
resentment amongst his players 
paved way for a number of 
promising young stars to steal the I 


show single-handedly in 
Pakistan’s victory afterwards. 

Players like Mansoor Ilahi, 
Salim Malik, Salim Yousuf, 
Wasim Akram, to name a few 
testify to this. I think in Indian 
cricket, such treatment should be 
meted out to players by the Board 
officials in order to improve the 
standard of the game. 
TANMOYGHmH, 

Calcutta 


BanMcEmoe? 


T his letter is in reference to the 
demands of banning John 
McEnroe from Wimbledon. 
Banning McEnroe from 
Wimbledon will be meting out too 
harsh a treatmentto him, a 
genius and a most talented tennis 
player. The tennis world will be 
very much the poorer by his 
absence (as it has been, when he 
wasn’t playing in 1986-87). On 
the other hand McEnroe should 
realise that the authorities have 
not given him the sole right to 
throw tantrums at his opponents 
whenever the game doesn’t go his 
way. It is high time he realises 
this and conducts himself in a 
more gentlemanly fashion in a 
tournament as traditional as 
Wimbledon. 

RAHUL MISHRA, 

Seunbalpur 


Knockoutl 


IViHE feature item “Drugs in 
A India too!” (Sportaworld, 19-25 
July ’89) by Shevlin Sebastian 
•should evoke a considerable 
amount of concern and alertness 
in the minds of sports officials 
directly responsible for 
controlling the affairs of sports in 
India. 

That drugs are being consumed 
by athletes and sports-persons 
across the length and breadth of 
the country is an open secret. 

What is not an open secret is the 
type of drugs being devoured so 
blindly. 

The stamina-hungry 
sports-persons in their 
never-ending quest for better 
health and strength, take drugs 
without knowing their 
side-effects. Sometimes they just 
fall victims to their habits and i 


sometimes they also fall prey to 
the greed of an unscrupulous and 
often an inexperienced doctor. 

The root cause behind all these 
troubles and miseries is ignorance 
on the part of the users. 
PRADIPSADHUKHAN 
Singur 


Suspense Huffier 


T he recent ‘Airport Tamasha’ 
enacted by officials of the SAI 
andtheAAFI as reported in a 
section of the press had all the 
makings of a suspense thriller. 

The presence of AAFI officials 
who were present at the airport to 
prevent athletes from leaving is 
just too much. Such things will no 
longer be tolerated by the public. 

It seems that certain 
coaches/officials of the AAFI are 
hell-bent on leaving for foreign 
trips under some vague pretext 
like ‘coaching’ our athletes, while 
their counterparts were hell-bent 
on preventing them from going. 

None of the coaches are really 
interested in the welfare of the 
athletes. 

AMITKR. DAS. 

Calcutta 


Perfect 


I WOULD like to congratulate 
Sportsworld for giving us a 
perfect magazine on sports. Your 
articles are so interesting that we 
feel a sense of ecstasy reading it. 
Your ‘Freewheeling’ is perhaps 
the best column. 

Perhaps you could add a readers 
column, where we can have our 
say on different matters. 

MD. EJAZULHASSAN, 

Nagpur. 

T hanks for the splendid poster 
of Steffi Graf with her 
Wimbledon trophy. It was an 
absolute knockout. The 
photographs on Wimbledon were 
also good. Anxiously waiting to 
get more splendid posters from 
you. 

SUBRATSAMAL, 

Orissa. 










QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which is regarded as being the 
‘parent’ of the racket sports 
played today? 

2. Which former British and 
European heavyweight champion 
was known to boxing fans as 
"Enery”? 

3. With which sport is the term “the 
coffin" connected? 

4. What is common to world soccer 
cup performances of Brazil, 
France and Poland? 

5. What is ‘freelance play' in 
basketball? 

6. What is "squadding”? 

7. How are motor cycles divided into 
classes for the purpose of racing? 

8. What is the average speed at 
which the Tourde Franco, the 
world's greatest cycle race is 
raced? 

9. There is another term for what the 
pistol shooter knows as deliberate 
shooting. What is it? 

10. What is the Bermuda Race? 


ANSWERS 

1. Real tennis, first played in France 
over 700 years ago. 

2. Henry Cooper, one of the few 
boxers to have floored 
Muhammed Ali. 

3. Skateboarding. 

4. Each of them got the third place 
twice. 

5. An offence allowing individual 
choices, as opposed to set play. 

6. The allocation of firing points and 
times of shooting. 

7. They are divided into classes 
according to the swept volume of 
their engines. For historical 
reasons metric units are 
employed for these 
measurements and the classes 
accepted internationally for races 
of world championship status are 
for machines of 500,350,250 and 
125 cc. 

8.403Kflpph (25 mph) 

9. ‘Slow fire’. 

10. An ocean race for yachts in the 
, U.S.A., part of the 'classic' 
American Onion Patch series. 
JltOhoM 



MQUIZ / CHESS / BRIDQBl 
CHESS 

Apart from being fun, endgame 
studies can be very instructive. 
This one by Zakhodyakin is an old 
favourite. It starts with a very 
natural position, one that could 
easily arise in a game. 

The twist in the tail after both 
sides promote is fantastic. 
Apparently white must allow a 
perpetual check but the theme of 
domination comes to the rescue. 

The solution is 1 g7 h2 (1-Rg8 2 
Kxh3 Kxc7 3 Bf0 Kd7 4 Kh4 KeB 
5 Kh5 Ke6 Rc8 7 Kxh7 Ra8 8 Bb2 
and wins is easier) 2 gh8—Q 
hi—Q+ 3 Kg3! (3Kg4 Qe4+ 4 
Kh5 Qg6-l- 5 Kg4 is drawn) Qgl -f 

Now white must try to avoid the 
perpetual. If he tries going to the 
Queenside by Kf3 then 4-Qf 1 + 5 
Ke3 Qel + 6 Kd3 Qdl + 7 Kc4 
Qd6 + is a simple draw as black 
continues checking on the hl-a8 
diagonal. 

4 Kf4 Qfl + 5 Kg4 Qg2+ 6Kf5!! 
Qf3+ White walks into a skewer 
sacrificing his queen in the 
process. 

7 Ke6 Qd5+ 8 Kf6 Qd4+ 0Kf7 
Qxh810 Bd8!! this is the point. 
Black's reply is forced. I0-Kd7(or 
Kb7) 11 c8—Q+! Kxc8 12 Bf6 h6! 
Trying to exchange the last pawn. 
13 g6 and white wins. 

OsvangahuDirtla 


White to play 



BRIDGE 


When India reached the 
quarter>finals of the World Team 
Olympiad last year, an Italian 
player openly offered odds against 
our defeating Greece, losing a 


I fortune to some Pakistanis and 
Americans who had the good 
sense to back us. Sadly, in the 
semi-final against ultimate 
winners USA, we failed to strike 
the same form. Though we played 
well in the quarter-final, there 
was one hand where I goofed: 

North (dummy) 

♦ A 8 7 4 

Q 10 

O K J 8 6 
4 Q 10 5 

WmI « Ent 

aKQJ92 a 10 6 

8'5 4 3 2 '7 K J 9 7 

0 5 2 0 7 4 3 

4k 9 4k A J 3 2 

South 
4 8 3 
C? A 6 
O A Q 10 9 
4k K 8 7 6 4 

The Greek South played in three 
notrumps. Oebashis Roy, West, 
led the spade king, ducked in 
dummy. Playing upside-down 
signals (low encourages), I should 
probably havejlayed the ten but 
my actual card, the six, induced 
Debashis to continue the suit. 
Declarer won this, and could 
afford to misguess the clubs and 
still make 9 tricks. 

This looked like a big loss but 
Keunal Mukherjee, who had the 
best international record among 
Indians till Jaggy Shivdasani and 
Rajesh Dalai overtcok him 
recently, saved the day. As South 
in the other room, he opened a 
natural club and after a spade 
overcall by West landed in five 
diamonds. A club or heart lead 
would have given him no chance 
but West naturally led a spade. 
Even so, 11 tricks seems a tall 
order—if declarer wins, draws 
trumps and even guesses to play a 
club to the cpieen, the defence 
forces him in spades and he 
cannot get to dummy for a Rnesse 
against the club jack. Nor does it 
help to play on clubs without 
touching trumps for then a club 
ruff beats him. Kamal, as if 
playing with a sight of all 52 
cards, won the spade lead and 
drew exactly two rounde of 
trumps before playing a club to 
the queen. Now when forced to 
ruff a spade, he orossed over to 
dummy with the third diamond 
and passed the ten of clubs, his 
clubs taking care of diunmy’s 
fourth spade and second heart. 
SanlanuGhOM 
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playing bssebM. 
Thal a oia s oltha 
circuit playsd an 
axhibitlon 
tiaasbailgame 
during tharscsnt 
1969 Uptons 
tournament 
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IF YOU THINK 
YOU'RE FIT? TRY 
THIS 


Just over 11 years 
ago, 16 intrepid souls 
had a oraay beer bet. 
Thay would attempt 
tooompletethe 
WalkUd Rottghwater 
Swim, the Around 
Oahu Bike race and 
the Honolulu 
Marathon in the same 
day. Twelve of them 
finished. And the 
sport of triathlon 
was bora. 

CompeBtors start 
the event by 










TRIATHLON 




.. 


lt*8 three marathons wrapped in one. First you swim 2 
miles, then cycle 75 miles and end it up with a full 
length marathon run. You’ve got to he superbly 
fit—and perhaps a bit mad—to try this sport 


swimming 
approximately 8 
miles, usually in the 
sea or alternatively a 
large lake. Their aim 
is to reaoh the end of 
the ‘swim’ before the 
other oompetitors, 
•emerge Aom the 
water, undress while 
running and enter the 
transition area*. It’s 
here that they dump 
wet clothes, grab 
tlMir bikes and start 
stage two—the cycle’. 

The length of this 
stage can vary Aom 
event to event. 

On comidetlng the 
cycle stage, the 
triathletes enter the 
transition area again. 
This time they leave 
their bikes and 
helmets and grab 
running ahoes. Then 
they embark on a 
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lengthy run. 
fltorliMuitrii 


triathletes 


' .fin " v” r 

a-. I 

•we*..? ,,r 










,J%» 


”PC r'v- -.•'■•*»»***!*^C'' 




.l;!i‘*l^?5!^| 








^ f i' '; 

J> ■ tv. 






/' 


!i 


train dally, often 
swlmnilng before 
work, running at 
lunoh-ttane and 
oyoUnglnthe 
evenings. For 
professional 
trlattiletes, training is 
easier to arrange but 
even harder as the 
competition is strong 
and only ahandful 
make it to ‘superstar’ 
status. 

The top triathletes 
in the world are 
mostly American. 
Th^ can earn huge 
sums of money not 
only firom wixmlng 
races but also from 
sponsorship, 
endorsements and 
public appearances. 
TheTFI 

(Triathlon Federation 
International) which 
governs the sport, 
would like to see ^e 
sport’s inclusion In 
the Olympic Oames. 
The first step has 
already been achieved 
wltti the selection of 
triathlon as a 
demonstration sport 
in the 1990 New 
Zealand 
Commonwealth 
Oames. 

Already the 
triatholon has joined 
the International 
Olympic Ck)mmittee. 

At the Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992 the 
short cotirse 
triathlon may bean 
exhibition sport. If all 
goes well triathletes 
will be in the 
Olympics in 1996. 

The Olympic 
event is manageable 
with its l.Bkm swim. 
40km bicycle ride and 
10km run. Forty 
countries at one time 
or the other have held 
a triathlon. The most 
famous one is held in 
Hawaii and is called 
Tronman*. 





















WILL THE BOARD SUCCUMB TO PRESSURE' 



hours before the committee’s 
decision was announced, the 
cricketers were confident that 
they would be let off with a fine of 
around Rs.20,000 to 25,000 and a 
heavy reprimand. 

What the players were actually 
worried about was whether they 
would be dragged into a 
controversy for the violation of 
FERA regulations. It was an open 
secret that they had accepted 
foreign currency (apart from 
hospitality auid dally allowance) 
without permission of the Reserve 
Bank of India. And a rumour was 
doing the rounds of Bombay that 
Mr. Rungfta was seriously g^ing 
to take up the FERA issue if the 
players pushed their luck any 
further. 

Accordingly, to counter this, a 
senior cricketer instructed the 
others to deny outright that they 
accepted cash while they were in 
the US and Canada. Whoever 
appeared before the committee 
denied that they had received 
anything apart from meagre daily 
allowances. 

This denial incited the members 
of the committee even further, for 


Probably recalling 
their experience 
before the 
Reliance World 
Cup, they (the 
senior players) 
thought that the 
Board would never 
Jeopardise their 
own International 
tournament: The 
Nehru Centenary 
Cupttobeheldin 
October 


ttie easier 

establishing who runs 
■be the show. This was 
achieved simply by slapping a 
one^year ban on the six ‘North 
American rebels'. The more 
dlinncult Job will probably be 
fbndingbft the prenure that 
different quarters are bound to 
exert. Pressure to soften the 
blow if not totally rescind the 
ban. 

And pressure tactics have 
already begun. Twentysix 
(7ongr«ss-I members of 
Parliament auttiored the first 
move—jointly condemning the 
disciplinary committee’s 
decision. This move was not 
surprising, oonsiderixig that 
Kapil and Vengsarkar, the two 
superstars among the banned 
six, are known to be close to 
prominent ruling party 
politicians. There are even 
unconfirmed reports that they 
are CongresS'I members. 

The MFs, reacting within 
hours of the committee’s 
verdict, said; "We have always 
felt that the sports 
administrators in the country, 
by their overbearing attitude, 
have contributed to our poor 
performance in the 
international arena. There have 
been a number of Instances 
where by their partisan 
attitude, shortsightednres and 
folse prretlge they have 
demonstratkl nepotism and 
favouritism of the lowest 
character.” 

They added that the sports 
lovers "would not tolerate” the 
ban. 

Board president B.N. Dutt, 
who has run into numeroiis 
problems ever since he took 
over last September, declined a 
detailed comment on this 
menacing statement. "I 
. shouldn’t make any 
comments.. .at least not now. ” 
Asked if the suspensions could 
become higldy politicised, Mr 
Dutt stated; "Don’t know.. .1 
. can’t predict.. .but politics Was 
for.frem qur minds when 
ws tock thfodMision.” Mr Dutt. 

^^ ;4fop^]uiow:lmohaix^^^ , 


five'ipan disciplinary 
oomi^tee. (At thp time of 
going to press. Urn Board 
hadn’t received any 
representation foom the MPs). 

It is not improbatde that 
ruling party m^bers will 
aimroaoh two Union Ministers, 
the high-profile Madhavrao 
Scindia and the quiet Har 
Kishan Shastri, to intervene, as 
they are among the five 
vice-presidents of the Board. 

By jointly issuing an 
elaborate press statement, the 
players, too, have sought to 
exert a pressure of sorts. Their 
statement was issued within 24 
hours of the ban. However, the 
top brass of the Board haven’t 
been very impressed by this 
performance. Rather, some are 
very annoyed. 

The rules allow aggrieved 
players to appeal to the 
working committee. And the 
six (Chetan Sharma looks 
certain to be the seventh) have 
chosen to exercise this option. 
The Board’s working 
conunittee meets in Bombay 
(once again!) on August 19 and 
20 . 

Interestingly, it’s the 
working committee which had 
authorised the Board prreident 
to decide on the penalty. That 
was in May and some at that 
meeting, in Bangalore, had 
even shouted, “l^g them 
(those who had violated the 
contract).” 

The working committee 
would perhaps have sought a 
review (of the ban) had India 
been scheduled to host a series 
in the coming season. In that 
case, a ban on the likes of Kapil 
would mostjdefinitely have 
affected gate receipts. And this 
would have hit the 
associations, who have a voice 
in the working committee. As 
the Nehru Cup is a limited 
overs competition, the Indian 
team should continue to. attract 
capacity crowds. Irrespective of 
whether the likes of Kapil 
foature in the XI or not. 
--tekendra Pntaii foN 
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"Tio, jyb. rUJust have a thuma 
up," the elderly gentleman 
said. Bdt ao perplexed and way¬ 
ward were hia thoughta that he 
picks up a Limoa inatead. 
Onlookers understood, for the 
man was in a state of shook. 

M r. SRIEIAMAN, the former 
BCCI president had always 
been considered a player’s offi¬ 
cial’. On many an occasion he 
had protected the players and 
therefore thought he had ^on 
the trust of the players. But 
when the majority of the Indian 
players selected to play in the 
Reliance World Cup returned 
their contracts a day before the 
opening ceremony of the 
tournament—that too with 
three clauses deleted—Srira- 
man knew that his trust had 
been taken for a ride. He and 
the Board were being black¬ 
mailed. 

’The players knew that the 
Board could not react since the 
bigg^est cricket show was about 
to begrin in the country in a 
couple of days. Therefore, on 
September 29 .1987 the players 
returned their contracts with 
the clauses on logtos, private 
tournaments and writing in the 
press deleted. 

The Board was livid; and 
Sriraman shocked. 

The ban of the six Indian 
cricketers can be traced back 
to this incident two years ago. 
Since then, the Board-Player 
confrontation has been build¬ 
ing up, with the recent ban 
coming as the culmination. 

Allowing the jolt they re¬ 
ceived prior to the start of the 
^Reliance Cup the Board also 
. ' took ofifenoe to the number of so 
called “Masala” or “Thali" 

’ matches, the unofficial match¬ 
es phw^ 111 small towns dur¬ 
ing a tour Which are recog¬ 

nised Iqr the Board. Peiiiaps the 
amount of money that the plsy- 
(kod especially the pl^r- 
promoteere) made could also 
have aggravated the Board. 
ChEdning to popularity alter the 
Reliance World Cup, the Board 
jthpug^ht that lt;was about time 
put an en<| to the ta ma sha 


matches. Sounding out the 
players verbally, they were told 
by the players that these ganies 
were not seriously affecting 
their performances in the inter¬ 
national games. This seems sil¬ 
ly since travel, and not play, 
takes more out of a player. 

The Reliance Cup blackmail 
and the Increase in ‘masala 
matches’ prompted the Board to 
include clauses 7,8 and 9 to the 
contract for the West Indies 
tour (see box: Did the Board set 
up the players?). The fact that 
the contract was signed for a 
year and not merely for the 
duration of toe West Indies 
tour suggrests that the Board 
intended to put its foot down 
and end what it felt was the 
mercenary attitude of the 
players. 

The players for their part 
seemed to overlook toe clauses 
since the Board had never real¬ 
ly taken any serious action 







against players for braach of 
contract. Hut they assumeid 
wrong this time. The Board 
was .prepared to <X)me down 
hard. Since they felt that 
thingrs had gone out of hand. 

Board sources point to the 
following reasons for the 
Board’s ‘harsh’ action. 

1. The tour was undertaken 
without permission ^d even 
disregarding the Board’s speoi- 
fic directives to return from the 
West Indies. The Board claims 
that not less than five telex 
messages were sent to the play¬ 
ers in the West Indies, telling 
them they cannot go for the 
proposed North America toxir. 

The last two in toe series of 
telexes even pointed out the 
possible retaliation toe players 
would face if they undertook 
the tour. The players ignored 
these and insisted on going. 
This blatant disobedience 
angered the Board membeie 





iOF PLAYER POWER 

id the Board to take the tough stand against player power 


and many even suggested tluU 
tlta working committee punish 
the players without setting up 
a di^pUnary oommittee. They 
wanted direct and stem action. 

The general feeling was that 
the playera had gone too far. 
Why, next they would set up a 
parallel Board! Player-power 
had to be squashed once and for 
aU. It was in this atmosphere 
that the Board set up the disci¬ 
plinary committee. 

2. What further annoyed the 
Board people was the conve¬ 
nient chan^^ in statements of 
the players. When they were 
told, roughly during the 
second Test in the Windies, that 
they could not go to play in 
North America the players re¬ 
plied that they had made early 
commitments and could not 
back out. Now they claim that 
they had to go because they had 
no time to back out. If the 
commitments were made early. 


.there ,,<?hvipu8ly;'was'mough 
time to' l^k out,ifbit thk Bc^d.. 
, g. Ihe fact that ^ playere 
played as an 'Ind^ team' did 
not go down well with the 
Board. While the players 
claimed that thSy were not 
aware of this, the Board says 
that it is hogwash*. The players 
were fully aware of everything 
and the Board says they had 
copies of the tickets, press clip¬ 
pings and advertisements to 
prove things. iSportsworld has 
published in th^ pages exclu¬ 
sive copies of tickets, brochures 
and press clippings). 

4. The fact that the con¬ 
troversy came up at the ICC 
meeting where the Canadian 
and US Boards complained to 
the world body about the ‘un- 
recognsed’ tour, also prompted 
the BCCI into their decision. 

5. The Board also has another 
incredible Claim to support 
their case. Apparently the bar- 


gsining'dver psyihehts Ihr tli^^^. 
North Amei^ tour had turned 
the InpUan didfo^ room dur-. 
ing the latter half the Carib¬ 
bean tour into a *0111 market’.. 

. TheBoardreportedlyhaseVi-. 
dence of this and. even (d|M ah 
exampis when an. Ihdisn bats-, 
man after returning to the 
pavilion having b^ng bowled 
commented, "but why am I 
being payed so badly for the US 
trip?” even before he could lay 
his bat down in the dressing 
room. 

After having revealed plenty, 
the Board says that they don’t 
intend making public what 
they have up their sleeve in 
case they have to go to court 
later on. 

When asked whether they 
felt that the ban was too rash 
and harsh, one senior Board 
official, citing all the above 
reasons, said "the members of. 
the disciplinary committee are 
all respected and responsible 
people: Mr Kanmadikar is the 
ex-secretary of the Board, Bin- 
drais the President of the Pun¬ 
jab Cricket Association, Rung- 
ta of the Rajasthan Association 
and Mr Mantri President of the 
Bombay Cricket Association. 
They, along with Mr Dutt (the 
president of the BCCI) will not 
take such a decision unless 
there was enough reason to do 
so.” 

The Board official felt that 
they would not miss the banned 
players, "We will miss Kapil, 
for there is no substitute for 
him. We’ll miss Vengsarkar to 
some extent. But the others 
won’t be missed. You cannot 
help it. You’ve got to’ draw a 
line somewhere. You cannot 
think of sentiments when you 
run an administration. You 
have to think of the future. By 
doing thie we have harmed our 
interests for the time-being, but 
let it be a lesson to youngsters. 
In future no one will try to defy 
the Bcerd.” 

The last two sentences 
perhaps sum up the entire con¬ 
troversy. But is it the end of 
player power? 







1 9 it were not for Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar. 'player power’ would not 
have been a serious enough 
phrase in Indian cricket today. 
He, more than any other cricke¬ 
ter. has taken on (and won 
against) the establishment. One 
would therefore have thought 
that in a crisis like this (when 
six of his tribe were banned) he 
would be the champion of their 
cause. While the ‘little Ma^r’ 
ei\joyed the fag end of his kmg 
English summer, in his home 
town half way across the world 
five gentlemen, aoccvised and 
I declared guilty, were virtually 
blaming him for their misfor- 
I tune, or misdeeds, whichever 
way you want to put it. 

He was charged with setting 
up the ‘rebel* tour that led to 
their punishment. He was ac¬ 
cused of lying to the players 
that he had written to the au¬ 
thorities to get clearance for 
the said tour. 

Suddenly, in his absence, 
Gavaskar had yet again become 
the villain of Indian cricket. 

What follows is no defence or 
prosecution of Sunil Gavaskar. 
Far from it. Here we present 
the facts of the case. It is up to 
the reader to make his conclu¬ 
sions. 

AOCnrSA'nON: It was Gavas¬ 
kar who planned the North 
America trip and got the play¬ 
ers into trouble. 

FACT: Originally the North 
America trip was only to con¬ 
sist of one match against a 
West Indies XI at New York. 
According to Rick Craig, presi¬ 
dent of the organisation, the 
North American Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation which promotes the 
game in New York, New Jersey 
and Boston, representatives of 
the Modras-bas^ Events Inter- 
I national approached him to co- 
‘ sponsor the match. Ife con¬ 
tacted the WMt Indiee players 
through his friend Joel Gamer. 
Ravi Shastri figured as the con¬ 
tact person between the Indian 
.playera and Events Ihtmma- 
at the eariy stages of the 
neifefitiatlons he said. The 
was playSd fRi May 6. 


THE ROLE OF SUNIL GAVASKAR: WHO IS LYING? 



. Wben « Pakistani bassd in 
NeW York, Mr. Mohumud 
Ahmed realised that the Indian 
cricketers were scheduled to be 
in the US, he had an idsa. Why 
not organise an tndia-Pakistan 
Qiatoh. All it required was to 
bring the Pakist^ players to 
the U8^ since the Inmans were 
to be there anyway. 

It is learnt that the Events 
International match was plan* 
ned before the Indian cricketers 
left for the West Indies and 
Mohumud got his brainwave 
while our lads were getting 
their pants taken oft under 
Caribbean sunshine. 

This is where that legendary 
little batsman comes in. Mohu¬ 
mud phoned Gavaskar in Bom¬ 


to In Atnsrioa 
before were a|>prbsched to 
stay back a few more days and 
represent a C^vaSkm* Xl verstis 
an Imran XI, ” That they actual¬ 
ly played as an India XI (as our 
evidence sho^s) is a different 
matter! . 

ACCUSATION; Gavaskar 
wrote a letter to B.N- Butt 
asking the Board to grant per¬ 
mission to the players for their 
North America tour. In the let¬ 
ter he is supposed to have said 
“if I don’t get to hear from you 
(B.N. Dutt) within—days I will 
take it for granted that the 
permission has been given.” 
The players apparently went on 
this assumption. 

FACTS; Here the facts are not 


V ' , ’ 


Hie Board! ciaims 
that they are not 
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He was charged with setting up the 
‘rebeV tour that led to their 
punishment. He was accused of 
lying to the players that he had 
written to the authorities to get 
clearance for the said tour. 
Suddenlyf in his absence, 
Gavaskar had become the 
villain of the piece 


bay and then Imran Khan in 
New Zealand. The three took 
the benefits of modern technol¬ 
ogy to Indulge in a three-way 
tele-conference and the "First 
American Cricket Cup", was 
bom. Gavaskar in fact told this 
story at a 100 dollar, per plate 
dixmer in New York. 

This was one of the reasons 
for Gavwkar's presence in the 
West InSes dhring the Indian 
tour. He got the Indians to 
prolong their tour and pldy in 
New York, Toronto and Los 
Angeles against Pakistan for 
which he reportedly received $ 
30,000. 

However, Ga^^uOtar is. quite 
righ$ whi^ he '^hat the 


totally known. Initially, B.N. 
Dutt said he did not receive smy 
such letter. Now the BCCl pres¬ 
ident adds that Gavaskar prob¬ 
ably never did write such a 
letter. . 

About the letter, Kapil Dev 
speaking on behalf of the bsm- 
ned cricketers said,” "When 
such a great player said so, we 
took it for granted.” 

All this obviously infuriated 
Gavaskar and instead of being 
the champion, he became the 
squealer. His statement to the 
press, though it conveniently 
avoided the letter issue, practi¬ 
cally nullified whatever case 
ftio players had. 

. The Little li^^aster strikes 

agamt! ! ' 


taken to court. ”ln 
a country wtiereit 
takes over four 
years to legatty 
solve the murder 
ofthePrime ’ 
Ministerp what 
hope do the 
cricketers have to 
solve their case 
before their 
one-year ban 
expires?” is the 
attitude of the 
establishment 


they had hoped that the cricketers 
would come clean on this score. 
The rest is history. Not quite 
really. The establishment has 
scored. Now time will tell whether 
player-power will hit back or not. 

If the working committee of the 
Board ratifies the ban, then the 
ball will be in the players’ court. 
What are the options open to 
them? Accept the ban? Appeal to 
higher authorities like the Prime 
Minister? Take legal action? Or 
even something as drastic as a 
‘rebel’ team? 

The Board claims they are not 
afraid of being taken to court. “In 
a country where it takes over four 
years to legally solve the murder 
of the Prime Minister, what hope 
do the cricketers have to solve 
their case before their one-year 
ban expires,” is the attitude of the 
establishment. 

About the possible interference 
of the Prime Minister, the Board 
feels that being an autonomous 
body, the Prime Minister would 
not interfere in their affairs, 
especially if it were to do with a 
case of gross indiscipline. 

Even if it meant hampering a 
tournament named after his very 
own grandfather, we would like to 
ask? 
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NATIONAL HOCKEY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


PROMISIN 


RAM PRAKASHSINRN.THE 
MISUNDERSTOOD REBEL 

T he dashiner 23-year old outside riefht of 
Uttar Pradesh and formerly of India, 
.Ram Prakash Singh, with his flowing, 
curly shoulder length hair, has become the 
most talked about Indian hockey player. For 
the hockey establishment, barring a few 
exceptions, R.P. Singh as he is popularly 
known is a rebel or an iconoclast. For the 
younger players and fans who admire his 
game, he is a pin-up boy, much maligned for 
his individualistic life-style. 

The crescendo df his popularity was reached 
in the qviarter-final against mighty Railways 
eighteen times champions. Railways with nine 
internationals were heavily tipped to win. For 
R.P. Singh it was however a grudge match. 
Capricious fortune had dealt him severe blows 
in the past year. Prior to the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics, he was dropped from the Indian 
team. Now even Railways did not consider him 
good enough to play for them in the Nationals. 
R.P. Singh is aggrieved that Railways coach, 
Harbinder Singh, shimted him out of the 
training camp without a fair trial. 

Even the knowledgeable agreed. 
Ex-Olympian, Ashok Kumar said that, “R.P. 
Singh should never have been dropped and 
deserved a re-call. ” Former skipper M. 
Sbmaiyya felt It was a mystery why R.P. Singh 
was dropped from the first team squad. 
Intematicmal umpires A.S. Bawa and Kukoo 
Walia wondered aloud how a player of R,P. 
Singh’s conunitment and skill could be'omitted 
from the Indian teank. National selectors 
Balbir Singh (Services) and Udham Singh were 
also impressed by R.P. Singh’s form. Astute 
Bombay coach Cedric D’asusa, felt a player of 
R.P. Singh’s commitment, should always be in 
the Indian team. 

With his charismatio looks suid long hair 
R.P. Singh became afo^ hero in Qwsdior. 
National coach, M.P. Ganesh was bombarded 
with queries by the press and spectators alike, 
on why R.P. Singh was not takmi for the 
Champions Trophy and Inter-Continental Cup. 
Initially Ganesh replied that, "Mukesh Kumar 
had the potential to become a world oiaiEsi 
outside right and so R.P. Singh was not - 
.Hefsrred." A day later, in the semi finids, 
Mijikeah £lc^)ed against Punjabi butB.)P; Still 
exocSled though U.P. lost i-s to Boinbay. 

Now Ganesh i'bcfdvad caTuttio queries f<»tt the 
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press and spectators hurled Invectives against 
the IHF and him. The national coach was now 
on the defensive. He changed his statements 
saying. “B.P. Singh isalwayspm^ of our 
. pl^, is a member .dr bur national paihp and 

Wasskipper of the second sti^eiippiad to 
Eiaroelona-” 




LAYERS 


The long haired R.P. Singh feels extraneious 
reasons have caused his omission. "I do not sit 
around With IHF officials or the ooaches-and 
bring them cups of tea or run errands for 
them. I have no godfather in IHF. Whenever ! 
have ployed it is on merit. That iO why I have 
never been selected as a reserve for the Indian 
squad, fdways in the first eleven:” 

The long hair is also asymbol of rebellion. 
The conservative IHF management and coach 
OaneSh have been carl‘ 5 ring out a whispering 
campaign that long hair and hockey do not go 
together. The proud Thakur counters by 
storing that, “Ruud Gullit and top European 
footballers have long hair. It does not affect 
their game. For me long hair is now a callenge. 
Until I get back to the Indian team, I will not 
cut my hair. I want to show the IHF that I can 
play good hockey irrespective of my 
hairstyle.” 

As this story got around Gwalior, public 
sympathy for R.P. increased. Gancsh and the 
IHF received a trade of abuses. Dr. Vece Pass, 
ex-intemational attached to the national team, 
sxiavely tried to retrieve the situation. He said, 
“We do not mind if R.P. Singh keeps long hair. 
We do not judge him by his appearance. He has 
been out of the Indian team, as there is a lot of 
competition at outside right, MukMh, 
Khdndekar and R.P.” 

. Media and public pressure is mounting, 
“Bring R.P. back,” is the cry. R.P. Singh 
himself remains aloof. An introvert, he 
remains in his room, indulging in his hobby, 
listening to Hindi film songs on his cassette 
iucorder. Like his international team>mate, 
centre half Vivek Singh, who reads Hindi 
novels especially those of Munshi Prem Chand, 
young R.P. Siiigh is also a loner. In his 
sparetime he prefers to listen to music, He 
says, “I do not sit ^und with the captain, 

E^y cards and tr;y to win fa^^rs. M^betbls 
goas against me, but a leopaid cannot change 
bis Gripes.” 

ExOlympian Ashok Ktunar (uivices caution. 
Ele says if R.P. ^gh should not be too 
outspoken. He shoxild compromise and get 
aack to the Indian team, in which he fhlly 
ios e r vosaplace. Time on]^ will tell,' R.P. 
ttngh like the Icxmodasts or rebds of the past, 
inam*ur-Rtiuxian, BalUr Singh l^aUways) and 
wWMOhamipad Shahid ^b|po^ 



RAM KUMAR YADAV 


U TTAR PRADESH’S left half, stocky 
Ram Kumar Yadav, favourably im¬ 
pressed mitional coach M.P. Ganesh. 
He was one of the several ‘new faces’ in the. 
words of Ganesh to emerge from the 53rd 
Natiomd hockey championships at Gwalior 
and Delhi. 

A 21-year'Old clerk in the North Eastern 
Railway at Gorakhpur,. Ram Kumar Yadav 
started hockey in class vn. His school coach 
Sahibsharan made him play as a half back. 
Ewlier he was a traraway outside right like 
tus idol R.P. Singh of the same state. 

A tenacious taCkler, R.K. Yadav as he is 
popularly known has good stickwork. He 
scored a memorable match-winner against 
Delhi in a vital Group C match. The scores 
were tied at 2-2. Then R.K. Yadav trapped a 
ball in midfield, at full speed wove past a host 
of defenders, cut in and scored with a lunging 
{mot fix>m within the dee. Jn the memorable 
triumph against Railways. R.K. Yadav excel¬ 
led in thwarting the right flank combination 
of Jude Felix and Subodh Khandekar. Even 
Pargat Singh when overlapping, could not get 
past R.K. Yadav. Like his team-mate, Radhak- 
lishan, the 21-year-old R.K. Yadav exbels in 
the modem technique of aUde tackling. 

His climb to the top hOs been gradual, R.K. 
Yadav represented U.P. in the Junior nationals 
at Imphal in 1985. Manipur with Thoiba Singh 
surged cheunpions beating U.P. in &e final. 
R.K. xadav also played for the U.P. scho^ 
team'ln the National School Games, along with 
current India centre half Vivek Singh- 
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T he meteoric rim of full back Harendra 
Singh of Bombay is a veritable rags to 
riches story. In his foiroative years at 
school in Delhi he did not play hockey. As a 
student of Class XI. in Union Academy school 
in Delhi he learnt the game. A sinewy and 
lanky teenager Harendra Singh made rapid 
progress. 

Within one year he played for the Delhi 
schools team in the National schools games. In 
1086 he captained the Delhi jtinior team which 


reached the send ilmds c£ the Srinagar Itiddor - 
natlonaie. tor the llrat ^e ever. A year earlier 
he idayed tot ^ Combined tiniversities Junior 
team at the Junior nationals at linphal. H 6 also 
toured West Germany with a Combined Uni> 
versities team, captained hy Olympian Gun- 
deep Ktunar. Current national team player. 
Vinod Chinnappa of Karnataka was also in the 
squad. 

Narrating the reasons for his rapid rise to 
success, Harendra Siz^h said, “I practised 
diligenUy. During my school imd college days, 

I used to daily cycle 35 kms. From my housein 
Vikaspuri to the National stadium, to practise 
under Hardayal Singh. Even at home I iised to 
practise hitting a ball against the walls to 
became a hard hitter.” 

Son of ex-Serviceman Surya Prasad Singh of 
Bihar, over 6 ft. tall Harendra Singh started 
playing as outside left. His school coach Hawa 
Singh made him play as full back beoaum of 
his reach and calnr temperament. 

Bombay’s astute coach, Cedric D’Souza rates 
him highly. Cedric said, "Harendra’s hitting, 
anticipation and recovery is very good. Only 
his tackling needs improvement?” National 
coach M.P. Ganesh also is considering Haren¬ 
dra Singh in his long term plans. With India’s 
skipper M.P. Singh on the verge of retirement, 
U.P.’s Junior international Kailash Chand, 
lAC’s second string international Mohammed 
Arif and Harendra Singh should be contesting 
for. a place in the national team. 


W ITH a Yul Bryner crew out and of 
medium build U.P.’s 20 year old right 
half Radhakrishan became the darling 
of the crowds at the 53rd hockey nationals at 
Gwalior. He was playing in the senior nation¬ 
als for the ftrst time only. Yet he was the star 
of Uttar Pradesh’s upset 1-0 win over Railways 
in the quarter-final. 

As a half back he was given the awesome 
task of checking and thwarting ace dribbler 
and former Indian skipper Mohammed Sha¬ 
hid. Young Radhakrishan played the game of 
Ills life. He clung to Shahid like a leech and 
with his lunging tackles and sliding clear- 
anoM, repeatedly foiled the legendary Inside 
forward. Shahid j\ist could not shake off his 
marker. Hence the Railways attack spluttered 
and got blimted. 

Sliding tackles and dearances are rarely 
seen in Indian hockey. They seemed a 
Jphockey technique only used by foreigners. 
However the young U.P. players have learnt 
this trick weU,- Explaining how he learned the 


sliding tackle, the soft spoken Radhakrishan 
said, “nobody taught me this technique. I 
learnt it by watching foreign teams training at 
our stadiiun in Lucknow, during the Indira 
Gandhi international tournament earlier this 
year and watching matches on T.V.” 

Yotmg Radhakrisham had mixed feelings 
when marking Shahid out of the match. He 
said. "Shahid is my idol. I was thrilled to play 
against him. I never thought I would play so 
well against him.” 

Like his team-mate and centre half Prashant 
Singh, the 20 year old Radhakrishan comes 
ffom a family with a rich hookey legacy. 

At present Radhakrishan is staying at 
Sports Hostel Luclmow and studyihg tor his 
graduation d^^reS. He missed the Jtmtor 
nationals at Hyderabad earlier this year, as he 
was studying for his B.A. mtams. His amtdtion 
is to pkw tor India soon. National coach M.P. 
Ganesh admitted that current right half of the 
Indian team, B.K. Subramani has, only 5 
couple of years left at the top. There^ure not 
many promising right halves in the oounb^y 
and so Radbakrishan’e hockey dreaiu could . 
soon o(»ne>^rus,’.. 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND I 


C ARRYING on with 
ido-kihona, let's 
discuss the one in- 
volvin^r yoko-giri 
or the side kick. Stand¬ 
ing in zen-kutsu-dachi. 
hands held up in prepa¬ 
ration to guard the face, 
bring the back leg up in 
front of you. The knee 
bending to come waist 
high while the toes curl 
down, allowing the edge 
of the foot to form a 
knife-edge. Even as you 
do this, the hips swivel 
slightly and the foot that 
you are standing on 
turns almost 90” to 
the outside. Then, 
swivelling the hips even 
further to allow com¬ 
plete extension of the 


foot, kick at the oppo¬ 
nent’s chin region, mak¬ 
ing contact with the 
edge of the foot. Even as 
you kick, the grounded 
foot should swivel yet 
another 90° to face back¬ 
wards. 

On completion of the 
kick, bring the leg back 
to the middle position: 
knee bent and held waist 
high in front of you. 
Then slowly place it in 
front of you to go into 
zen-kutsu-dachi in pre¬ 
paration for another 
kick. 

The hands should be 
kept up to guard the face 
throughout the motion. 
While beginners can 
allow themselves the 


stand in 
zen-kutsu-dechi, 
liands 
held up to 
ffuard the face 


UftthelMOk 
tag, nrivelUng 
hips anil 
grounded foot 











past his peak. 
Circumstances never did 
him justice. Never 
allowed his talent to 
blossom to its real glory. 
Oleg Blokhin was a 
victim of destiny. 

And recently when the 
Soviet star played his 
farewell match, 
witnessed hy a 104,000 
crowd a remarkable 
soccer career came to a 


close without quite 
fulfilling its full 
potential on the 
international stage. 

Oleg Blokhin had been 
frustratingly iinlucky. 
While, on the one hand, 
many setbacks—^iiyurim 
mostly—hindered him 
from expressing his rich 
footballing repertoire, 
the lack of outstanding 
partners in the niidfield 


and attack stunted the 
blossoming of his 
remarkable skills. 

And ironically, in hia 
time there were no fewm: 
than 11 different senior 
coaches of the senior 
8 ide; 80 itianot 
surprising that so little . 
intemationai success 
cams Blokhin‘8 way in 
his 20 - 3 rear career. 

It waa in the mid 






Sony? 



seventies that Blokhin 
really hit his peak when 
Kiev performed the 
miracle of representing 
the USSR in both the 
European 
Championship. 

But playing in the 
.^..furopeaa Cup quarter 
finals against the great 
French club Saint 
Etienne, Dynamo lost 
3*0 after a 2-0 home win. 


And the whole sad 
business could well have 
led to deep depression. 

But Blokhin pulled 
through, always sure of 
his own talent, to make 
the kind of comeback 
that only the great 
players are capable of. 

Oleg Blokhin owed his 
illtistrious soccer career 
to his sprinter mother 
who noticing his early 
love for soccer tpok him 
along to the football 
section at the 


Oleg Blokhin 
h^been 
frastratingly 
unlucky. WhHe, 
on the one 
handy many 
setbacks—inju¬ 
ries 

mostly—hinder¬ 
ed hbn from 
expressing his 
rich footballing 
repertoiroy the 
lack of 
outstanding 
partners In the 
midfield and 
attack stunted 
the blossoming 
of his 

remarkable 



A little later another 
setback was handed 
down by the Czechs to be 
• followed by the final 
fiasco in far off Montreal 
with a defeat by East 
Germany in the Olympic 
semifinal. 

Blokhin had to suffer 
these blows for no fault 
of his own. He was doing 
well remarkably well, 
when his team faltered. 


construction 
engineering institute 
where he worked. 

At 10, Blokhin joined 
the Dynamo sports 
school after his young 
pioneer team Reketa win 
a youth tournament. 

Blokhin was lucky 
that his early training 
sessions proved an 
electric experience. It 
was a terrific feeling to 


train in the same 
stadium as the then 
heroes like Voinov, 
Lobanovski, Bayilevich. 

Blokhin got his early 
training from Alexander 
Leodinov who 
copcentrated first on the 
young fella’sw electric 
pace. Leodinov sought to 
make it the essence of 
his game on which to 
build his complete 
repertoire. 

Interestingly, it was 
as early as this that 
coaches noticed the 
famous Blokhin 
weakness—his trinity 
against opposition 
defenders—something 
which the great player 
could never really 
discard in his long 
career. 

But there was no 
mistaking his extra 
ordinary talent which 
stood out in sharp 
contrast to that of the 
other youths under 
training, and playing in 
the local youth league. 

Soon Blokhin was 
picked up for tours 
abroad, the first of 
which was an 
international 
tournament in Croix, 
outside Paris. The 
opposition consisted of 
the youth sides of 
Anderlecht, Barcelona, 
Bochum and Coventry. 

Although his first 
international country 
outing did not quite 
prove a success, it 
fascinated the yoimg 
footballer with its thrill 
and excitement. 

After making his 
debut in Tbilisi in 
November in 1969 Oleg 
played a series of 
impressive 

performances over the 
next two years, catching 
the connoisseur's eye in 
the process. 

The reserve team 
coach at the time was the 
former Kiev forward 

















Mikhail Koman who 
now took pains to 
further embellish 
Blokhin’s fine 
coordination shooting, 
vision and his amazing 
ability to think fast. 

Blokhin was soon 
ready to take on the 
world. 

And the world 
remembers how Blokhin 
scored the opening 
Soviet strike against 
Poland in the semi final, 
after coach Paramanov 
chose him for the 
Munich Olympics. 

Now Blokhin was 
unstoppable. The single 
season saw him score 18 
gfoals and as top scorer 
help Kiev to the second 
spot. 

A new era in Soviet 
football dawned with the 
major managerial 
. change which saw the 
exit of Alexander 


Sevidov making way for 
the 34—year—old 
Valery Lobanovsky. 

The effect was quick 
with the Soviet Cup of 
1914 being the first of 
the many trophies and 
the league title being 
annexed by the club. 

In European 
competition, Blokhin 
scored five times in the 
successful Cup Winners’ 
Cup campaign and 
scored the third in 3*0 
victory over 
Ferencvaros. 

In the Super Cup final 
versus Bayern Munich 
Blokhin scored an 
incredible goal beating 
four defenders. 

Two more goals by 
Blokhin sealed an 
overall triumph and 
recognition came 
forthwith as this 
splendid individual 
achievement earned him 


the European Footballer 
of the Year. 

In the mid 70’s more 
feathers were added to 
his cap when he won 
three Soviet Player of 
the Year awards. 

In the 1980’s 
controversies embroiled 
Blokhin’s career with 
disputes erupting to 
mar his relationship 
with coaches Besher and 
Malofeev, leading to his 
exclusion from the ' 
international side for 
some time. In the 1982 
World Cup, ipjuries 
seriously marred the 
Soviet game, with the 
whole team looking out 
of balance and 
imcreative in attack. 
And an exit against the 
mediocre Poles 
triggered a barrage of 
criticism which was 
directed mainly at 
Blokhin. A sad Blokhin 


It is interesting 
to think what 
Biokhin’siHe 
wouid have 
been reaiiy iike, 
had he Imn 
born in the 
West. Perhaps, 
Russia could * 
not really give 
one of its 
greatest players 
what he really 
deserved. 


sUently took most of the 
blame for the team’s 
apparent lack of effort, 
for no fault of his own. 

It is interesting to 
think what Blokhin’s 
life would have been 
really like^had he been 
born in the West. 
Perhaps, Russia could 
not really give one of its 
greatest players what he 
really deserved. 
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Derby day at 
Bang^orehad 
to be shifted due 
to rain. But 
when the race 


! did take place it 
lived up to 
expectations 













Tm: Mlnittrella to Ikmm. Oxford 
BIim who was aacond to way 
behind 


Right: The winning team. 
Trainer David and ownara 
Ramaawamy and PoonawaHa 
with thair horaa and Jockey. 
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ftoffidS Lad!^ heaving th« 
.I'yiKseptlon at Lord's 
Jawitf most insistent 
Vtitat I should share h^ 
fhthttsiasm. “Wasn’t, it- 
f'inarveUous!”. weren't 
srtiu watohinir? 9arete 
'you MUST hava aqJoyM 
that Slating ftniiilitf ‘ ; 

Welt Madam, I ought 
to be perfiBotty honest, I 
bant MstWdl^/aittBnit^ 
Hvery dfl^lyJL knoW X 
hairs Jttst\¥Whm. 000 
words on; tlie suhjeot 
but, trail,',it iaaUt difli' 
cult to explain, but 
going toa Test match is 
a bit. like, diffbreni for a 
oriolmt writer compared 
with, say. a «^)ectator. 
sitting in the Warner’s 
stand, going for a drink 
when he pleases, and 
keeping a weather eye 
(qwn for the streakers. 
Tor us it is. well work. If 
youget my drift. 

Take Jim Woodward.. 
Enjoyment is not exactly 
thb first word that com¬ 
es to Jim's mind when he 
.thinks of all the cricket, 
he has written about 
since he's stepped off the 
plane at Heatl^w (four 
hours late, jetlagged, tp 
his bushy eyebrows and 
carryipg enough lug¬ 
gage to warrant a mule- 
train) with the rest of 
ttm Australian expedi- 
tiohai^ force in mid* 
April. 

: Jipi works for Rupert 
Murdoch’s morning 
papers, which means he 
hlfis to satisfy the needs 
, bf editors right 

aor;cwa the dontihent," 
from.the Cburfer MaUitr 
tropical Queensland.' 
through the DaHjr Tbie- 
gnjOnt in sophisticated 
gydney. right across Urn 
time changes to laid-- 
back Adelaide and pretty 
Perth. They areall<diss;f^ 
ing editions i sd 

the thoment i^iay 
*^finsybh's eyes last^ 
',tp ^'ki^bciiisida'''aa^' 
irai^ly lift before' the 





close. As Terry Brindle 
explidned. In the middle 
of yet another Trat dra¬ 
ma: “You’ve no time to 
watch the play, Jim. 
Just keep typing, lad. 
and well teU you what 
happened,” 

Of course, with such 
good news as they had to 
send from Headingley, 
Jim and hia Aussie 
mates needed no excuse 


heard:>A‘uiin Border 
speak sIBjetionstely of., 
ths rsstiUat shown by? 
the Pnim Corps there, 
while his team got 
through dilXIoult Umesj 
on their long rnwwl to 
regain Test p^le. Sorry, 
Cat did you say sona^ 
thing?.' -* ■ 

Ba^ in there 

was one dusmthsh le^ 
porter who claimed hsr 



Tlw AiutraUanside has ajgocM riididionMdp ^th 
■ .the proas 


to allow their patriotiam 
to show through. In any 
case, there has always ? 
bemi a closer. Uhk! be¬ 
tween . ihe.. Australian 
jpeas and the team than, 
we Ipnw been kltowed^ 
They have be«tt made 
welcome aboard .the; 
...tMua Coach jth 
'iKtijf' "pafts 'of 


wanted nothing that 
.C'mon, Au«^, C'mon 
stuff that 80 oRiends deU- 
oate English ears; Be. 
even dae^oped a colour- 
hal phniuratO uishhecore 
Ms altitude'which;I iidU. 

' translate lis!; *1 'go ^ 

-hiatch; .I'..^t^.«terM:.; 


khops' a o iB s 


olh^ thsai 




t Kff -' phnab .'JfKBijg', ' 

offfn. 

Bothaaa 'lailhdtr 
the fdriipiift asna 
maiMIleedinglnr’Itl OmT 
anssmto aO.im^ . 
quemfOnSr ihe tr^ Ail* 
eaia heart buna through 
As rough tMiimd: eg* 
tmior AAd he omdd be? 
hekrfl to mutt^ with 
eaeh.deUve^ ^Qet the 
.,;outl” Get tlte,4.outiV ? 

The feet of us only go 
into a state of trance, at 
Ae moment Aemd Ime . 
used to call “make-your 
mind «jp- tiine.” It con- 
veirsd. the idm that the 
moment of truth had ar- i 
rived, the jokee and 
yarns and trick quae- 
tiOns had to stop, and 
everyone ftrom tabloid ' 
back to broadsheet Ag^ 
nitary must get out his ' 
pen and write. 

Now the {dueee seems i 
to have died but so long 
as cricket matches are 
reported, the moment 
will remain. , 

% • I 

Suddenly it’s all ovsr. I 
The players have 
trooped off. yOur worA^ 
arc gams, and j^tobsMy. 
forg^Ma, A that yim ;| 
can siibCtlAts phya^ :! 
aotton, paclrtny AC 
bag and putting asi^ : 
your phoM, after tvto ] 
hours or more. 
ouif A the ihiiid. 

...(hd you sctuallp 
Aedi^,.'.,.'■■I'.v.'’ 
. Yss» -Msdsm^ .I-'gatM: 
aid attar ;m 
I- 

gilbar Ma^dng, 






















The package is availabl^at the following Ashok Croup Hotels: 

*Agn Ashok; Aurangabad Ashok; 'Hotel Ashok, Bangalore; 
Bharatpur Forest Lodge; lapfu Ashok, Kohima; Kalinga 
Ashok, Bhubaneswar, Bodh^ya Ashok; 'Airport Ashok, 
Calcutta; Hassan Ashok; 'Jaipur Ashok; Jammu Ashok; 
Khaiuraho Ashok; 'Kovalam Ashok Beach Resort; Madurai 
Ash^; Temple Bay Ashok Beach Resort, Mamallapuram; 
'LalHha Mahal Palace Hotel, Mysore: 'L^hi Hotel, Hotel 
Rimiit. New Delhi; Pataliputia Ashok, Patna; Ranchi Ashok; 


Brahmaputra Ashok, Cuwahati; Shalini f^lace Ashok, 
Kolhapur; 'Ratanadia Ashok, Jodhpur; Nilachal Ashok, Puri; 
*Varanasi Ashok; Pondicheny Ashok. 

* Expenditure tax af^icaUe. 

For information and bookings, contact any Ashok Crotm 
Hotel or the Ashok Network Service: Bombay Tel.; 202ra75, 
2023343; Calcutta Tel.: 435208,435264; Delhi Tel.: 600121, 
600412; Madras Tel.: 473078,472186; Bangalore Tel.: 79411, 
73894. 


vatei-oaii/vavHSWv 







Any Bengali living here probably reads 
Prabasi Anandabazar every week. 


PrabasI Anandabazar was created exclusively 
for the Bengalis living abroad. 

Every week, we lead our readers to places of great interest. 
We give them a complete package of news and features. 
With topics ranging from politics to recipes; from 
beauty*tips and fashion to literature and sport. 

Thirty two pages with offset-printing clarity— 
including eight pages in sparkling colour. 

We sell the kind of quaiity that's tried and true. 

We give advertisers an exclusive, affluent clientele 
and a perfect environment. 


Toronto 


« 


Prabasi Anandabazar: The international weekly from The Ananda Bazar Group of publications. 
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Why did the organisers 
announce the particiption ot 
the two teams while there were 
still doubts about the same. 


While Ihe 

that the wmil es and Aus alia 

had confirmed their 
participation, tespesej Jtlves 
of the two Boards told a 
different story 
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Available In selected markets at present. 





THE SPORTSWORLD-MARIHE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


choice Bomhay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 


booke 


Rs. 310 a year (52 issues); Rs. 610 for two years (104 issues). An annual saving of Rs. 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you. 

Following are the books you can choose from 



Any TWO for 

HcmaalNf 20 (ac^prkw^ 



Any €m for nyiar’i cobocrliilion 
Boycott: Don Mosey As 200 

vyey MwdtaniRs ao 

The Badminton Stbiy Bo 13t 
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small thfttohed hut. Uhnilla 

. Chettty's father drives a<!yole 
rickshaw. Her mother makes 
paper packets. Um^illa Chettiy 
is also national Junior swinunmg. 
cduunpion whose onljr place for 
practice is a small pond next to 
her house. Avik Lee visited the 
Clwttry family to write their 
story 

- gf^eA suspenseaxid 

iSiMmany conflictinsr reports 
tte organisers of the Nehru 
Centenary Cricket tournament 
confirmed the participation of 
both Australia and the West 
Indies. The organisers even took 
great credit about how they 
successfully negotiated and 
‘clinched the deal’. Sportsworld 
found that not all what the 
organisers claimed was true. 

Here are some startling and 
exolusive'^revelations about the 
confusion 

! 90 ^ August 28, the final 
w9and fourth leg of tennis’ 
Grand Slam, the US Open 
begins. 

Sportsworld presents a colour 
feature on past and present 
champions, with a little advice 
on who to put your money on 

^ A In 1977, Roop Singh, one 
Oof India’s greatest hockey 
players ever, and twice Olympic 
gold medallist died. Sportsworld 
investigates the unnecessary 
trauma that his fiunily has bad to 
go through after bis death. 


^HNTiSWItWid 


A scene from the 
Hispano Suiza rally 
which covers 7000 miles 
of Spanish road. There 
are only 400 odd of these 
vintage cars left in the 
world. And this lonely 
road in a Spanish town 
has a whole lir>e of them 
passing through. 
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UnniJla's mother and yier 
fatlmr Mohaa Cht ;iry \^’o is a 
cycie rickshaw.' puller in tn^r 
humble home. The floats 
pic ture belong- to th^\ 
neighbours but have free 
to the Chettrv family 
courtyard MrChettry 
requested us not toolick a 
juiotograph of his rickshaw , 
.ind out of respect for him we 
complied 


i. 
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UMtuUcf 

Ckei^ 


Jives on the outskirts of Calcutta, Her 
Nepali father is a rickshaw puller; her 
Bengali mother makes paper packets and 
they live in a small thatched hut 

. is 13-years-old, She is also a national 

junior swimming champion hut still has to 
train in a small roadside pond, 

. has fine talent. No one in this country 

seems to care about that anymore, Urmilla 
Chettry must sometimes wonder—-what a 
country is this? 


IN one unaasvaaing comer of 
Bally,a suburb of Calcutta, amidst 
the scrappy narrow lanes and 
mud baked houses, is an odd 
shaped murky-waterpond. No 
different from the thousands of its 
type that dot the Bengal 
landscape, here too clothes are 
washed, utensils rinsed and 
bodies cleaned. Butat5.45am 
every morning, as the sun Bickers 
awake, this pond becomes 
different It becomes special, 
because there is adream being 
nurtured in this water. The dream 
of a tiny 13-year-oId girl—Urmilla 
Chettry—junior national 
swinuning of India, for whom this 
is her only practice place. Whata 
country is this? 


-—-r-T——et US just 

I ftake one 

morning. 

V :y'! Urmilla 
walks 

? 5 ip,:;- through the 

^.Jl ' , winding 

narrow lanes 
rubbing the 
sleep from her eyes. She splashes 
through the puddles which have 
accumulated over the last three 
days. Meeting her friend Siunita 
Band at the corner, the two of 
them giggle conspiratoiially. 

They walk into the Bally 
Swimming Centre to change. 
Urmilla comm out with a towel 
wrapped around her shoulders. 
She shivers quietly at the early 
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UrmUla Chettry, Sumita Barui 
(another promising swimmer) 
and their ooach, Biswajit 
Ghosh standing in hront of the 
B^y Swimming Centre. The 
pond where Urmilla swims can 
he seen in the background 
(right) 

doesn’t force upon her such 
ordinary ambitions. 

One look at their hut made of 
mud with a thatched roof can be 
depressing. The smell of decay 
and dampness permeates through 
the heavy air. Their hut is on the 
edge of a small pond where 
stagnant water has turned green 
with algae and the rubbish 
dumped into it. It is shocking, yet 
true, that this small hut is a place 
where seven people crammed 
together, exist (Urmilla has her 
own room). The smoke from the 
coal stove hangs heavy in the air. 
This small 8 by IS area that is 
home for them looks a little 
forlorn amidst the other two 


T he la.st time 
journalists 
visited the 
Chettrys they had 
twisted everythinji 
around. Next morning 
the headlines read, 
‘Father a Rickshaw 
Puller and Mother A 
Maid Servant.’ This 
hurt the pride of the 
Chettry family 
because Urmilla’s 
mother is not a maid 
servant. 


storey houses surroimding it. 

But surprisingly none of this 
bothers Urmilla. She goes about 
her work, suddenly the child in 
her emergres... .she bends dowp 
and pulls her youngest brother’s 
hair. They indulge in a mock 
fight. Some things never change 
anywhere. 

Poverty is quite apparent, but 
pride is more prominent. Urmilla 
is known by everybody in her 
locality. They are very proud of 
her and keep her informed of 
every snippet that appears on her 
in newspapers and magazines. 

“Promises and more promises 
have been made but nothing ever 
happens,” says Bisws^it Ohosh. “A 
few months ago a doctor fiom 
Uttarpara had started giving 
Urmilla some money. Two months 
later he stopped.'^I went to see him 
but he had disappeared,nobody 
knew where he was. He has 
received a lot of publicity in the 
newspapers but today nobody is 
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URMiLLA CHETTRY’S CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 








NATIONAL! 


1 SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP 


1987 

Bombay 

200mt Individual Medley 

50mt Breaststroke 

First 

Third 

Second 

Second 

First 

First 

First 

(record) 

1988 

Quwahatl 

lOOmt Butterfly 

4x50mt Medley Relay 



4x50mt Freesfyle Relay 

1989 

Bangalore 

lOOmt Butterfly 

200ml Individual Medley 



lOOmt Freedyle 

200mt Freestyle 

First 

First 

Second 

First 

Second 



lOOmt Breaststroke 



4x50mt Medley Belay 

4x50mt Freestyle Relay 


Amarvati 

Delhi 


SCHOOL GAMES 


100mt BreasUroke 
4x50mt Freestyle Relay 
4xS0mt Medley Pelav 
400mt Individual Medley 
200mi Individual Medley 
400mt Medley Relay 


NATIONAL SENIOR SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP 


Calcutta 400mt individual Medley 
4xi00mt Medley Relay 
4x100mt Freestyle Relay 






Celo^ lOOmt ButterRystroke 

lOOmt Backstroke 
lOOmt Breaststroke 
. lO^t Freestyle 
; ,200rpt Freestyle 

‘ 200mts Individual Medley 

.Calcutta , , .isprht Freeet^e 


lOOrnl Butteifly 
lOOHfrt Badotroke 
.lOOrht Breadatroke 

IQ^-Frewtyto ■ 

Mddney ^ 


.... s v 'jriiwwe 


Third 
Second 
Third .. 



First 

(record) 

FWt 

First 

First 

First 

First . 


First 

(record) 





T he deep rooted 
pride of the 
Nepalis emerges 
as her father carelNly 
replaces the medals 
Urmilla has won back 
into the shoe-box. He 
fadl^ them in his 
gm^ed hands^ looks 


bothered about what happens to 
Urmilla,” he adds. 

Earlier on another gentleman 
had said that he had big plans for 
her. What happened to them? 
Maybe that gentleman alone 
knows because the doors of his 
club were shut on Urmilla two 
years ago. 

In 1987 she was given an 
annual scholarship of Rs 2,700 by 
the West Bengal government. The 
money for 1988 and *89 is still 
due. Although the amount is 
derisory, it did help. But even that 
has stopped now. 

Today, the members of the Bally 


Urmilla with some of the 
medals she has won recently. 
They are more precious than 
the ‘gold’ platir^ on them. To 
her father they mean that 
at least someone from the 
family has achieved something 

Swimming Centre have taken 
matters into their own hands. 
They have had enough of sitting 
idle and waiting for the much 
publicised promises to 
materialise. Nowadays, whenever 
she is called for a camp the 
members pool in their own 
resources to send her. They have 
also got Urmilla her passport as 
she has plans to participate in the 
Asian Age Qroup Aquatics to be 
held in Japan this year. 

She has just started her career 
in sport, and she has already got 
the rancid stink of politics which 
comes firom the people who hold 
the key to her success. 

Her coach says, “It is not 
possible for me to dedicate all my 
time to Urmilla because there are 
others in the club who need my 
guidance.” He elaborates, 

“Urmilla just swims, just like the 
others but she doesn’t do any 
weight training because I don't 
know how it should be carried out. 
Secondly, we lack the equipment." 

When it was suggested that 
they could approach the SAI at 
Salt Lake for guidance he was a bit 
reluctant. “When SAI have their 
coaching camps in the state, the 
people who are given ^ 

responsibility of coaching the 
swimmers are all close Mends. 1 
know as much about swimming as 
they do, so what is the use. "He 
went on to add, “Even the coaches 
in New Delhi are incompetent. But 
I have been told that there is a 
coach who has come from 
Avistralia, maybe it would help 
Urmilla if she went to her, but by 
the time one cuts through the red 
tape she would have gone back 
and we would be right back to the 
place where we started from.” 

And so every morning Urmilla 
Chettry will return to that murky 
water pond at 5.45 am. She ia a 
fine little girl whS will perhaps 
never knowhow good ahe could 
have been because those who 
should don’t care. What a country 
is this? • 













SUNIL GAmSKAR 



THE PLAYER BAN CONTROVERSY 


If the cricketers felt 
victiinised and deserted 
hy Gavaskar, there were 
few rumblings. In private 
yes, but in public there 
: was neither denial nor 
questioning. Any further 
debate on the subject 
would only have 
"Wbrsened their case. Also 
, |n Gavaskar they had 
potentially 


Player Ally 
Or Enemy 


E H|B|FTER 

the bloated 
1 ^■public plea 
1 Vcamethe 
■puncture. 
Two days 
after the 
six banned 
HH cricketers 
made a dramatic 
anguished request to the 
sporting public of the 
country to pardon them 
for their dollar quest in 
the United States, the 
alleged mastermind of 
the ill-famed tour, Sunil 
Gavaskar, returned to 
absolve himself of the 
responsibility of (mis) 
leading the cricketers. It 
was like a kick in the 
mouth to the banned 
gentry, who obviously 
had been trying to 
deflect culpability to 
reputedly the moat 
influential man in 
Indian sport. Only, in 
this case the most 
influential man was not 
willing to play ball. 

Gavaskar, however, 
was willing to mediate, 
arbitrate, negrotiateon 
behalf of the gruilty six if 
they so desired. It is 
reported that he was 
willing to use his good 
offices (clout if you 
please) to get the 
sentence imposed by the 
Disciplinary Committee 
reduced. The players 
would be shorn of the 
ban; the fine perhaps 
would have to stand. But 


to put it in Kapil Dev’s 
language, they would be 
allowed "to do their 
puja”. Play the game. 

For Gavaskar it had 
become imperative to 
clarify his role in the 
dubious dealings of the 
cricketers. Having 
garnered a daunting 
reputation over two 
decades as an authority 
baiter and a man who 
was a law unto himself, 
it became all too easy for 
people to believe that he 
had inspired and 
instigated the 
illegitimate tour of the 
United States after the 
West Indies debacle. In 
effect, he had, for he was 
the co-ordinator of the 
matches played between 
the Indian team and a 
Pakistan complement 
under the aegis of 
Messrs Mahmood 
Ahmed and Tabassum 
Ali. 

What he had not 
done—and which is 
what he wanted to 
highlight—was to 
coerce or bait the players 
to renege on their 
contracts with the BCCI. 
That, as Gavaskar 
px)inted out very 
succinctly in his press 
note, the players had 
already done by 
agreeing to play in an 
India-West Indies game 
before the matches he 
had co-ordinated with 
Imran Khan. All he had 
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done was extend the 
holiday of the Indian 
players. 

Gavaskar’s 

explanation caug'ht the 
• banned players without 
; their abdomen gruards. 
In his brief note, he had 
demolished their 
defence, propounded so 
philosophically by Kapil 
. Dev at the press 
conference in Bombay. 
To be fair to the players, 
though, it must be 
mentioned that nobody 
of the press 
asked them about 
the games against the 
West Indies at this 
meeting. The questions 
were restricted to the 
matches against 
Pakistan, which had got 
great publicity. Their 
answers, shrewdly, 
were also restricted. 
They played their cards 
right, only Gavaskar 
held the Joker in his 
hand. 

If the cricketers felt 
victimised and deserted 
by Gavaskar, there were 
few rumblings. In 
private yes, but in public 
there was neither denial 
nor questioning. Any 
further debate on the 
subject would only have 
worsened their case. 

Also in Gavaskar they 
had potentially their 
biggest ally. At the press 
conference, the players 
had stated vehemently 
that they were ‘not even 
thinking in terms of 
legal action’. 

Vengsarkar, losing 
patience momentarily, 
had blurted out that 
might be the ‘last 
recourse’ but was quickly 
fired down by Kapil and 
C3o. This was not merely 
on emotional grounds, 
but made a lot of 
common sense. The 
players had already 
explored the legal aspect 
and realised that they 
had avery poor case, for 


breach of contract was 
undeniable. Moreover, 
litigation might cost 
them not only the right 
to appeal to the working 
committee, but whatever 
public sympathy the • 
existed. 

There was of course a 
more radical option—to 
revive the near defunct 
Playei% Association and 
rally the players against 
the authoritarianism of 
the BCCI. This plan 
made sense. If all the 







players in the country 
refused to comply with 
the BCCI, the parent 
body would be compelled 
to review the decision 
and its relationship with 
players in the future. 
What made the scheme 
nonsensical, of course, 
was the inherent 
disunity amongst the 
cricketers in the land. 
Also, it would be 
impossible to bridge the 
social, psychological 
and financial disparity 


between the Test player 
and the mere first class 
player. Unlike England, 
where all county 
players are 
professionals and 
registered with the 
players association, the 
first class player in 
India exists on a 
different plane from the 
Test star. There was 
simply no possibility of 
any confluence of aims 
and ot^jectives. 

The reasonable and 


best course of action 
simply was to appeal to 
the working committee 
and also liase with the 
members of that body in 
the interim period to get 
the ban scrapped. In 
this, Gavaskar’s role 
again became inevitable. 


Importantly, 
some of the 
members of 
the Reliance 
Cu^ 

Organising 
Committee 
were on the 
disciplinary 
committee. 
While nobody 
accuses them 
of sabotage, 
the decision to 
ban six top 
plavers, by any 
reckoning 
seemed harsh 
and 

unreasonable. 


It is learnt that the 
players finally accepted 
this course of action and 
Gavaskar agreed to do 
his best. 

It is no secret that 
there is a conflict of 
ideas and motives within 
the hierarchy of the 
Board. It is also no 
secret that not all the 
members of the 
disciplinary committee 
were in favour of the 
ban. If these sentiments 
could be exploited, the 


players did stand a 
reasonable chance of 
being exonerated. 

The biggest prop the 
players had in their 
favour was the Nehru 
Centenary one day 
tournament scheduled 
for October this year. 
With the West Indies 
and Australia, the two 
best sides in the 
business today, 
apparently making a 
late committment to 
participate in this 
tournament, suddenly it 
became a matter of 
national prestige for the 
organisers. Also the 
sponsors, MRF, had 
pumped in Rr 3.5 crores 
for the extravaganza. 
They exerted pressure at 
the governmental level 
to ensure that a full 
strength Indian team 
participated 

It is believed that the 
organisers of this 
tournament wanted to 
make the event a bigger 
success than the 
Reliance Cup. 
Importantly, some of the 
members of the Reliance 
Cup Organising 
Committee were on the 
disciplinary committee. 
While nobody accuses 
them of sabotage, the 
decision to ban six top 
players, by any 
reckoning seemed harsh 
and unreasonable. 

Even as the tug and 
pull for the revocation of 
the ban continued at the 
Governmental level, the 
players began 
contacting the board 
members who have the 
decision making 
authority or the clout to 
influence the decision 
makers to ensure their 
appeal does not go in 
vain. 

By the time this issue 
comes out, the people 
will know just how good 
their efforts have been. 

A special correspondwit 


THE POLITICS 
OF POWER 


With the re -emergence of Mr Ibrahim Ali 
Mollah into Mohammedan Sporting politics, 
scandals, controversies and court cases 
have become the order of the day 


T he last time they met 
Calcutta Port Trust it 
ended in a draw and in 
the return match 
Mohammedan 
Sporting's Chibuaor 
helped the club win with a last 
minute flying header past a 
stunned ParthoChakraboi-ty. In 
16 matches of their Calcutta First 
Division League campaign 
Mohammedan Sporting have 
scored 28 points which indicates 
that the club’s chances have 


receded and are pi’actically dead. 

However, more than the players 
the club’s officials seem to have 
hogged the limelight, especially 
the controversy concerning the 
former secretax-y and 
vice-president Itoahim Ali 
Mollah's misdeeds which 
jeopai’dised the image of tlxe club. 
In our issue dated June 29, 1988 
we had carried Mollah’s story of 
maladministx’ation and 
embezzlement—The Crumbling- 
Kingdom; {to which Mollah 



X’eplied issue dated Aug 10 1988). 
Sportsworld's article i-eportedly 
angered then president Irfan 
Randexian who hauled up Mollah 
and asked for an explanation... .all 
this eventually led to Mollah 
relinquishing the secretary’s post. 
But Mollah’s ventures didn’t stop 
there for he knew that one day he 
would be ’cornered’ by members 
due to the misappropriation of 
club funds (see box) during his 
tenure as secretary. 

How did Mollah go about 
avoiding any questions on the 
accouxxts? One thing he knew was 
that under Ansarul Haque’s 
secretai’yship it would be difficult 
to get the accounts passed. After 
all Haque is an honest man who 
had volunteered to revive the 
image of the club. But Mollah’s 
clique always interrupted 
proceedings by asking illogicll 
questions. The going became 
tough for Haque and he had to 
quit. 

Yes. the indications ax’e that the 
club has become a den of 
fickle-minded and unscrupulous ' 
people Mollah’s men gained 
majority in the executive 
committee after Haque quit. 

But he saw some ray of hope at the 
other side of the tunnel, especially 
when the pro-MoIlah man 
Jalaluddin Siddiqui, after 
becoming the new secretary, 
demanded the accounts from 
Daoud Ahmed (a member of the 
finance sub-committee). The 
executive commif^tee would 

Chibuzor being tackled by a 

Portman. Mohd. SC won the 
return tie 








Sk. Anwar All: supportinir 
MoUah? 

probably have passed these since 
the majority was pro-Mollah. It is 
also allegred that’ Mollah tried to 
•bribe’ Daoud Ahmed who 
thereafter became even more 
adamant to corner him. 

Daoud Ahmed went to 
court.. .and handed the accounts 
and other documents (to the 
Detective Department on the 
instruction of the Court) 
indicating defalcation of club 
funds by Molleih. The former 
secretary moved court for 
anticipatory bail which was 
rejected as there was enough 
prima facie charges against him. 
He has since moved High Court 
and at the time of going to press it 
is to be seen whether he obtains 
the bail. What could be more 
disgraceful than this for a reputed 
club like Mohammedan Sporting. 

And why did the club president 
and senior Trustee Board member 
Sheikh Anwar Ali keep mum 
when Mollah was conspicuously 
indulging in the nefarious acts? 
And now he has come out in¬ 
favour of Mollah! There is no 
second thoughts: since Anwar Ali 
has no other platform to stand 
on he has chosen the club to 


glori^ himself. Presently, Anwar 
All perhaps has no chance of 
making a comeback at the 
political level with a Congres8(I) 
ticket. 

It may be recalled that these 
columns had written about Anwar 
All’s initiative in bringing the 
notorious Mir Mohammed Omar 
into the club scene. Omar's 
presence had affected the rank 
and file of the club. And when he 
was put behind bars on chargees of 
murder the loyalists said “it was 
gfood riddance to bad rubbish.” 

Why is Anwar Ali supporting 
Mollah?To remain as president of 
the club the former MIA was 
expected to donate Rs.30,000. 
Instead the amount fell short by 
20,000 and he knew as long as 
Mollah’s men had the majority 
he’d remain in as the club boss. 
Then again, Anwar Ali had the 
greed of representing the club in 
the Cricket Association of Bengal 
(CAB) as this would build up his 
fast waning reputation.. .after all 
the CAB is packed with 
dignitaries—top government 
officials and business tycoons. 

Ali is aware that the entrance of 
better people into the executive 
committee will end his “interests” 
and he therefore suddenly came 


Daoud Ahnied, member of Mohammedan BC'b finance 
sub-<xanmii^, in the oouTM of his investigation found the 
accounts Ibr 1987*88 ricidled: with financial irregularities to the 
tuneofRsS.SIakh.FOTlnstance; 

1 .,7^edhlb receive Rb 2.25 lakhs as prife money for winning the 
''' 1987. but’th^ was zict shown inthe books 

2 . It ^4 62,370 as plane fare by the organisers of the 
HaHEiee F^ball Touniament-*no trace of this can be found in the 
< aceddrtte ' ■ 

.3. The tdtib sig'ned two separate agreemdnte with the Federation 
orgcmiaers, but jgave .an accoiint of only one ^ , 

' v4, 'ri^ totel numbep w dub members aoeording to the voters’ list 
; for i 287*88 was of whom 520 were life 

meiid 3 # 9 ^Wherei 8 iiibsdrlpUon receipts were submitted for only 
4v^li3^|p6r|«4?nah{nw to l^?Oswd250rt02S>18). The 

’ subA^Iitk^ oE.thd.iemaini^ members, amounting to ^ 

, .'4^.90 &kiisat'Rs 2i2y«r member,were not credited 
5^ ^piensfsfor paj^ioipadngin the Federation Cup were shown 
' 4s.lte'3:^220 w:lUle ypuohers vi^ere.fhrniahedfor.onlyRs 11,364.' 
£^iar .diB0TejpanciieS'W9re 4etecte4 ^n iyheoase of other 
toinihiuimifitsindudlng^ * 




ures'werei^ only hulistlnct, but also looked 
14r, iiicUpadhg t^iat to the same 









Kalimuddin Shams: dubious entry 

up and with a statement that the 
Airlines Gold Cup final between 
Mohammedan SC and Mohun 
Bagan was rigged. Then why 
didn’t he say it during the IPA 
inquiry? This only goes to show 
his open antagonism against the 
anti-Mollah coterie. But this 
confession may foice the IFA to 
Impose a fine on the club. 

More shocking was when he 
asked the ‘culprits' of the rigged 
match to swear by the holy Quran 
that the Airlines Cup match was 
rigged. Mr Anwar Ali, religion 
and sport are two different things. 

In the midst of all this, Mollah 
seems confident of coming out 
clean.... tho t of being exonerated 
from all the charges. He has in the 
committee a member who is loyal 
to the law profession. But it is 
strange that this law abiding 
citizen has never once criticised 
Mollah’s misdeeds, strange. 
Mollah must be thinking that 
lawyer Nabi Chowdhari’s presence 
may help out in matters 
concerning litigation . 

Eyebrows have been raised on 
the entry into the executive 
committee of former Left Front 
Deputy Speaker Kalimuddin 
Shams. It is alleged that Mollah 
has inducted him in place of one of 
his sons so that he may get the 
support of a top muscleman who 
happens to be a relative of Mr 
Shams. 

But we hope we can trust the 
law of the land. After all, the 
documents with the police are too 
revealing. 

Subhath Sarcar 
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B NLY those England 
players who will form 
the nucleus of the winter 
party should be chosen 
for matches against 
Australia. It would be 
unfair to ask a player 
suddenly to confront the 
West Indies without the 
barest feel of cricket at the highest level. 

Those selected should look upon the 
West Indies tour as a challenge rather 
than with apprehension. They should 
view it as a way of bringing glory to their 
country. 

More, they will also need to be driven 
by the personal ambition to excel against 
the best team in the world in their home 
environment. 

The greatest regret of my career is that 
since my debut in 1971, Pakistan have 
toured the West Indies only twice. The 
first time in 1977, we lost 2-1; the second, 
1988, we drew 1-1.1 felt sad that I did not 
have more of a chance to play more often 
I against this great team, possibly the beat 
in cricketing history. 

In the West Indies, the pressure will be 
on the opening batsman. Gooch's partner 
should not be an untried opener. The 
player I would select without any 
hesitation would be Gehan Mendis. 

I have watched him play pace bowling 
at Hove, which was the fastest wicket in 
England. The quicker the bowler, the 
greater the challenge fo;^ him. This 
ambition to perform against the best is 
imperative for a Test player. I feel he 
would treat the West Indies tour as the 
biggest challenge of his career—and 
might surprise people by his 
determination and ability to raise his 
game. 

England do not seem to be short of 
batting potential. The newer names that 
spring to mind include Atherton, Alan 
I WeUs, ^rris of Derbyshire, Metcalfe of 


The greatest 
regret of my 
career is that 
since my debut 
in i971, 
Pakistan have 
toured the 
West Indies 
oniy twice. The 
first time in 
1977, we lost 
2-1;the 
second, 1988, 
we drew 1-1.1 
felt sad thatl 
did not have 
more of 9 
change to |i^y 
more often 
sgainstthts 
great team, 
possibly the 
l^stin 
cricketbig 
history 



Yorkshire, Hussain and Ramprakash. 

The problem for the selectors will be to 
rebuild the bowling which has been 
devastated by defections. But I feel that 
from the likes of Fraser, Newport, 
Adrian Jones, Small, Capel, Ellcock of 
Middlesex and Watkins of Glamorgan, a 
reasonable attack will emerge. 

The spinners are an even bigger i 
problem. Apart from Medleycott at 
Surrey, no young spinners come to 
mind. Hemmings might have to be taken 
and Illingworth of Worcestershire could 
be considered. Contrary to general 
feeling, the real crisis lies in the paucity 
of spin. This is the result of the pitches, 
the nature of thiree-day cricket (as 
opposed to the four day game) and the 
abundance of the one day type. 

What Dexter and Gower have to do now 
is to make sure that only those players 
are selected who have that burning 
ambition to play for their country, as 
well as that personal drive to reach the 
top. 

England can do without those who 
treat the game as a bread»and-butter job. 
Such men should be left at county cricket 
level where there is no pressure. 

I see that Paul Jarvis, giving a reason 
for gfoing to South Africa, said he had to 
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As hir as 1 am 
concerned, the 
main lesson 
learned this 
summer Is that 
the more 
frequently a 
team is 
changed, the 
easier it 
becomes for 
the opponents. 
I know that as 
Pakistan’s 
captain, the 
more team 
changes that 
the other side 
had to make, 
the happier I 
was 
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The crax of the probtem is 
who will imtiate ^e process 
of the recall. There is no 
love-lost between Shahid 
and national coach, M.P. 
Ganesh. Piqiied at being 
reh^satedtothe 
substitutes bench at the 
Seoul Olympics, Shahid 
says,‘^my job 
is to play ^ thrt I have 
done very sincerely. 
But Ganesh ruined my 
career with 
personal attacks.” 


OHAMMED SHAHID is in a familiar 
quandary. He has a Hamlet like dilemma. • 
*to play for India or not to play.” Thoug'h he 
has announced his retirement from 
international hockey. Shahid still feels he is 
worth a place in the national team. In 
simple Engflish, he is long^inff for a recedl. 
Tito crux of the problem is who will 
initiate the process of the recall. There is no love-lost between 
Shahid and national coach. M.P. Ganesh. Piqued at bein^ 
releg'ated to the substitutes bench at the Seoul Olympics, Shahid 
says, “my job is to play and that 1 have done very sincerely. But 
Ganesh ruined my career with personal attacks.** 

But then Shahid is prone to indulge in double talk these days. 
First he says, “I have retired from international hockey and my 
decision is final.’* Then, he adds, “I am prepared to serve my 
country. I am a government servant but I don’t think I can do 
much as long as Ganesh is handling things.” 

Who can mediate in this q\iarrel? Shahid himself provided the 
answer. “If the Railway minister tells me that my services are 
required for my country, I will obey him. However, it is upto the 
IHF to decide, if they want to select me.” 

So the hint is there. Will Madhavrao Scindia swallow the bait 
and intervene? Shahid, according to many ex-Olympians is at 
Gwalior, and can still play a role in the national team. They feel 
that he could be a schemer, playing the way Marcellus Gomes did 
for Bombay, staying behind, holding onto the ball and initiating 
attacks. Could a persuasive coach, fit the individualistic Shahid 
into such a role? 

Sympathy is with Shahid. Former national coach, Hardayal 
Singh said, “Shahid was treated shabbily. His services should at 
least have been acknowledged by the IHF. He still deserves a place 
in the national team. He must be used properly. ” 

Both Ashok Kumar and Inam-ur-Rehman, ex-Olympians are- 
adamant that Shahid is an asset for the national team. Ashok 
Kumar says. “If Shahid and Merw 3 m had played at the start of the 
vital league match withGreat Britain at the Seoul Olympics, we 
would have reached the semi Rnals. Inam and I advised IHF 
president, R. Prasad to inform Ganesh prior to the match about 
this move but our advice was not heeded.” 

Ganesh is qpiiet when talking about Shahid’s comeback. He just 
speaks in a generalised manner. “I do not think we should recall 
players who have been given a chance. We should concentrate on 
youngsters.” However, if the IHF brains trust feel Shahid is 
needed, a way out must be found. Theobvious answer is RSCB 
secretary Amrit Mathur. He has become an expert in dealing with 
disciplinary and ego problems of players with the IHF. In the last 
year he has restored Pargat Singh and Balwinder Singh to favour 
with the IHF. Shahid fortunately is also a Railways employee and 
Amrit Mathxir can make it a golden hat-trick of successful 
interventions. But would it really be a successful intervention? 
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Why did the organisers 
announce the participation of 
the two teams while there were 
still doubts about the same? 


r 


While the organisers claimed 
that the Windies and Australia 
had “confirmed " their 
participation, respesentatives 
of the two Boards told a 
different story 






Our participallon in the Nehru Gup 

depen Os on the settlement of a number of 
pending matters...Steve Camacho 


West Indies Cricket Board 


t’s showtime folks! Or, so we're 
told! A Press conference in Delhi 
on Au^st 11, gave us the good 
news of the happy ending to the 
wrangling that has been going on 
for months to get the West Indians 
and Australians into the Nehru 
Cup fold. We learnt that the two 
teams had confirmed their 
participation and in the wake of 
the success, the media paid Mr. 
Jagmohan Dalmiya due respects 
for his near magical powers that 
made the Impossible happen. 

Then things changed. A phone 
call 6uxd another, shattered all 
hopes and plimged us into 
confusion. 

When an early morning phone 
call awoke West Indian Board 
secretary Steve Camacho he 
proved non commital saying: “our 
participation in the Nehru Cup 
depends on the settlement of a 
number of pending matters. 

That’s all I can tell you”. And this, 
mind you. was almost three days 
after the organisers had formally 
announced the participation of his 
team. 

When we contacted the 
Australian Cricket Board (ACB) 
the following day they too seemed 
to shy away from a direct reply. 
The media manager of the Board 
Mr Ian McDonald hedged: “Wo 
have not said anything yet”, when 
asked about whether the ACB had 
made any commitment to the 
Nehru Cup. (see box: Why this 

dubious silence and.) We 

immediately realised that perhaps 
the Nehru Cup was back to square 
one, back to confusion and 
uncertainty that has plagued it 
from the very start. And that was 
unfortunate! 


In the Beginning 


O N the evening of 26 April, in 
a hurriedly called Press 
conference at the Eden 
Gardens Club House, a 
prominent Congress (I) leader 
Ij^rs. Sheila Kaul made the 
sensational announcement of the 
Nehru Centenary cricket 
tournament, and the cricketing 
fraternity of the ooimtry, and 
possibly the world, woke up to the 
exciting prospects of a 
tournament on the grand scale of 
a World Cup. 

To a thrilled audience of 
mediamen, the chairperson of the 
organising committee of the 
Nehru Centenary celebrations 
Mrs. Katil, said that at least six 
nations would be vying for the 
lucrative Jawaharlal Nehru Cup 

Mr. Jagmohan Dalmiya the 
convenor of the tournament: 
magical powers? 








Why this dubious silence an 


T he suspense 
had ended. Or 
so we 

thought. The 
Nehru' Centenary 
Conunlteehad. 
announoed the 
“confirmed" 
participation of both 
the West Indies and 
Australia in the MRF 
World Series for the 
> Jawaharlal Nehru 
Cup. 

']^e txsual work day 
at Sportsworid begins 
with dlsdussions 
whtoh range from the 
. fUppkhtCmdvleB, 

. trivia, the wife’s 
cooking) to the 
.intenise<Ha|l . 
.MMhMi'S letter, 
Kh^m's htirdhng 
I’ tenh^^). 

. ^.;}ildni^y, August > 
‘14,wiBHSfUiintenise 
‘ mom|ii^, So^f. . { ■,, 

■' v Topte.dtdiscus^n:, 


Will the participation 
of West Indies and 
Australia affect the 
fate of the six hemned 
Indian cnceters? 

Opinion: the 
presence of these two 
teams guarantees the 
success of the N^uii 
Cup. so who needs the 
’grsng of six’ anyway? 

Opinion: The 
presence and efficacy 
of both these teams 
(the two best one day 
sides now) increases 
the prestige of the 
tournament.. .thus 
the h<mour of Indian 
cricket (if you can call 
it that) will be at 
stake, so surely 
presstures'wlll be 
exerted to field India’s 
best eleven, which 
oould mean a reprieve 
for the‘i^hg of six’. 

, ^inira;Det^ite 
, oohfliotihg reports. 


the organisers 
confidently and 
suddenly claim that 
these two teams are 
definitely taking 
part, and not or^ 
that, Shaijah have 
agreed to change 
their dates to 
aocommodAte them. 
Too good to be true I 
tell you. 

ACTION: It’s a shot 
in the dark but what 
the heck. TSlsphohe 
David Mohlahoh in 
Australia and ask 
him to find out if the 
Aussiesare . 
absolutely omnmitted 
to coming. Al^ we 
haven’t spoken to 
David for a while now 
so lib’s worth the cedi. 

Unfortunately 
David isn’t in so we 
speak to aMend, at 
David's, residanee, a 
guy trtlo inoKte^tally 


wrote for Sportavraeld 
from London some 
years ago. Now this 
guy should know, as 
a fanatical follower of 
sport whether the 
Auasies are cornin# 
or not. 

"Mike, we wanted 
David to find out 
whether the Auasies 
are coming for the 
Nehru Cup or not. ” 

"For what cup, 
mate” 

TheNehrucup 
that’s bailor play ed 
here in October.” 

“First lime rve ever- 
heard of it.". 

Detaile given, we 
asked that David call - 
usbsckwithihe . 
necessary 
infprmaUon. 

Nowtooontaotthe . - > 
West Indies. But the . ' 

■ =lhoonveni|pc^ 'i-h •. 
tinie acmes hteSht we. 




which would fetch the wiimers a 
handsome forty thousand US 
dollars in prize money which 
would take the tournament 
budget to the tune of Rs. 3 crores. 

Memories sprang to life, 
expectations grew as the Indian 
connoisseur realised that he 
would be celebrating the 
himdredth birth anniversary of 
the builder of modem India, 
watching something as big as the 
other crioket extravaganza three 
years ago. 

Then time went on and with it 
the uncertainties grew, slowly 
peeling the glamour off a 
tournament that was initially 
looked upon as a mini World Cup 
It was realised more and more, 
that the invitations sent out to all 
the leading cricketing nations, 
barring New Zealand, did not 

Mrs. Shelia Kaul who heads the 
Nehru Centenary Celebrations 
Committee made the 
announcement that Australia 
and West Indies were surely 
coming 


strange statements? 



couldn't do nothing 
before late evening. 

7.15 p.m. We call 
good fdsnd and 
fellow Journalist 
Tony Cozier at 
Barbados. If the 
West Indira are 
coming surely Tony 
will know. After all, 
what doesn’t Cozier 
know about 
Caribbean cricket. 
'Tony, is your team 
oomihg for the Nehm 
Ct^phere?" 

T don't know.” 

iTou don't know 
Tony? You don’t 
know the cricketing 
itineray of the West 
In(Ura?lt’B like the 
Pope not knowing the 
<Xir Father’. 

"Ail I know is what 
hasappeared in Uie 
pr^. Yoiu? i»eS8. ' 
Sp,t ths guy tOispaak 




the secretary of the 
West Indira Board.” 

His voice said it all. 
Cozier obviously 
knew more but was 
hedging. 

We woke Steve 
Camacho’s wife up at 
6 a.m. (her time). Mr 
Camacho was not 
available so we could 
try after an hour. 
Either he didn’t want 
to be disturbed or was 
out for an early 
morning jog. 

An hour later we 
had Camacho. He too 
like Cozier was 
avoiding any 
Statement of 
commitment. Our 
suspicions were 
Justified. Our story 
was on. 

Next. Wake 
&<oMahon up at 2 
a.m. (Aiistralian 
time). 


David we’ve 
contacted West Indira 
and this is what we 
were told. 

David had only Just 
returned from a party 
tolavinchanew 
paper, theSund^ 
A^. He told us that 
he had not been able 
to contact any ofhcial 
of the Australian 
cricket board but that 
he had raised the 
topic of the Nehru 
Cup in the midst of 
some of the leading 
sports Journalilto of 
Melbourne. The 
general consensus; 
”We have not heard 
anything of 
Australia’s 
participation in the, 
what cup did you 
say." 

It was the following 
day that David got 
back to uewith mc»e 


andhard 

information. ThS ACB 
media manager 
McDonald took the ' 
same line as Cozier 
andCamaoohad. 

While McMahon- 
told him the 
backgrround, 

McDonald 

maintained oompl^ 
silence. And 
continued to do so 
whenever McMahon . 
asked a contoover^ 
question. His * 
comment; We have 
not said anything 
yet." He was not 
ready to "give any 
moredets^". 

Our story was 
made. Why all t^ 
dubious silence iitod y, 
strange statements . : 
when everything was v 
supposed to have beeiif I 
sor^outand 
'Cleared? ''> 
























Nehru cricket meet 
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, w£S By A Staff Reporter 

«iSi Sfv»0*A^ *'*” tY^; ^**“*‘™ “™ Sri Lanka 

'T'^ion'e*^ -ww- .,-j .. 


CalciAanBMjftlgli^aiiand. 
Pakistfei ISnd Sri Lanka have 
^ik' agreed to participate in the 


”^100“* P“ri‘'*P?'e >" the 

“"‘enary wicket cham- 

ttP**® PaPsIttP. the convenor of the 


- uiwv, mt jMi^nonan i^aimiya m* 

j formed today. Confirmations arc 
j awaited from Australia and the 
] West Indies. 



I uy " ^ 9°'*V w® lied ^ -lu ucxiQC | 

» Jidet«”S^e^>««I '*' Je«r«»*!2S>4‘®" participation at their next 
CtfP |"««ri"8 o» June 9. The Carib- 1 

*■ tto5!i2^**^iV^*-fflS» •''*£Wi»^ ‘•® tn^ormed, had already I the moat explosive ana 

e oo ^tt«* comnntted to playing a match in epectaoular exponents of the 

„a S*"®*^* 25- oWday game, had two oommii 

5SS?' wufnament. but^H “n^iS. Sharjah and an 

cp„rr« rpvpal thatl^“ ' on6Novembei 


reaUy hit a responsive chord as It 
was expected to. It took 

inordinately long for the 

cricketing authorities of toew 

countries to react to the idea of 

playing a full fledged one day 

tournament in India the coming 

winter. 

They had their reasons. 

En gland and Australia were 
locked in a marathon Aahee series 
which was sttritious enough to 

wear them out, by the time the 
Nehru Cup begins. Sri Lanka had 

its own political and ethnic 
problems which made it quite 
dlfticult for them to decide to send 
a team to India. And most 
important of aU, the West Indies 
the most explosive and 

epectaoular exponents of the _ 

one-day game, had two oommitted 

_GKat*ia.Vt A.nd &21 


lnrnrm»g| sniirrAS rpvpal that III 

Windies participation 
out, says Camacho 


CRICKET 


NEHRU MEET 


T 9 t 

K J“!y 28: There is no 

^ Indies play. 

'^ 5 ISSc-Inetelephon^nterviewfrom 
1 Camacho 

n The Indian government 

6 1 »n^ “* I'® P‘*yl we 

" age ® *.^®® we have given our 
a man p^ commitment to the United Way 
in Toronto for a one- 
« '•«* Skydome." 

“r^ vw j I^f'neoho informed that 

January meeting of 
aKwi', International Cricket Con- 


west males u 
jn^^par^ipate, and on whal terms 

i VW Th«y iji/i ,_ 


ble for the West Indies team to 
go to India and be part of the 
R.?.'*"'*0817 celebrations. 
But It s not possible for us to 

* mMch*""** 5 

’ II the date is altered, the 
nrf®”f®t-i ^{tydome, will not be 

Mr Jagmohan Dalmia con.l 
ven®r of the tournament’s orga-l 
nising committee, and some! 
senior officials of the BCCI werel 
in London during the July meet-| 
log of the ICC. ITiey tried tol 

wirnrl®/**® officials of thel 
wtCBC to force rescheduling theH 
game m Toronto, Mr CamachqH 

S3ia. 

“But we declined as it's jusfl 
not possible for us to the acced^l 
to the request at this late stage, V 
he noted. 

evan“?if‘A* " Canincho.B 
even the Australian and New^l 
Zealand will not be in a positional 
te participate. 


exnioiuuH iua.i.v*»»» -- 

Skydome arena on B November 
(Remember, the Nehru Cup was 

orginally supposed to to held 

from 26 October to 12 November). 
Meanwhile, the organieer's 

claimed confirmations fipom 

England, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
But it hardly helped. The ^at 

^ >«_._urOteA still out 


W«y wicket committee. He told anv* hriif **« of 

"I ain aonry iv iimMi. -_1- . “Itered. 


and so were the world champions. 
Far from being a glamorous world 
series of one day games, the 
Nehru Cup wore the hapless look 
of a miserable noU'^vent., 

i But the organisers held on to 

their claims and their optimism. 


thdruarfl^^Wf"*^ 

I succMsths^if^paiO^ 

aHolirlwpMiwj* 

plum{«d.iitlfito 





The Richards Factor 


T b play or not to play? For 
the West Indies that 
question hinged to a great 
extent on the wishes of Viv 
Richards. This megastar of 
West Indian cricket apparently 
showed no inclination at all to 
come to India for the 
tournament, when the subject 
was put to him. And the West 
Indian Board, being a player 
oriented organisation unlike 
its counterparts in many other 
oountries, opted to go by their 
skipper’s opinions. In fact, at 
one stage seuidwiched by their 
Toronto commitment and the 
Indian offer, the West Indian 
Board had left the entire matter 
to their star skipper. 

Viv Richards had several 
reasons to turn down the 
Indian tour. Firstly to him the 
West Indies commitment to 
Toronto was more important 
than the Nehru Cup offer for 
the simple reason that the 
former was decided upon much 
earlier. 

Secondly, Viv Richards 
thought it would be inadvisable 
for him to embark upon an 
exhaustive one day tournament 
now that he is suffering hrom a 
serious problem of 
haemmoroids. 

Richards, in fact, was forced 
toskip his county 
engagements for Glamorgan 
and fly back to Antigua to put 
himself under medical 
supervision. 

Of course, now that the 
Nehru Cup has been preponed 
to enable West Indies to honour 
their Toronto obligation, the 
only obstacle that remains is 
Richards’ physical condition. A 
fitness fknatic, Richards might 
not agree to expose himself to 
the wear and tear of a two week 
Undted over tournament, 
Although Steve Camacho, the 
West Indian Board secretary, in 
hi^^lephQnic intend^ 
expressed his hope to have the 
eSclpper in ths for^^nt. if the 
WindiM do eventually come. ’’If 



I V, ' 


ThsWIndIss go where Viv RlehardagoM 


we do make it to the Nehru 
Cup, then the team that goes to 
Shaxjah udU represent vis 
there.” was Camacho’s 
statement. 


Else, the absence of Vivian 
Richards will cerj^dnly be a 
disappoinhnenttotiiosewho • 
love the Caribbean’s maveidok 
dricketing action. 








saying that there was great 
chance that the West Indians and 
the Australians would participate, 
and at the same time they 
la\inched a diplomatic offensive in 
the cricketing world to ensiue the 
nations’ participation. 


Only in principle 


Mr. Jagmohan Dalmiya, the 
convenor of the tournament, 
known for his ‘near magical 
powers' to get things done, was 
now on the job, confident that 
somehow or the other he would 
ensure the Caribbean and 
Aiistralian participation. 

In June, Dalmiya went to 
London, leaving behind great 
expectations that his interacting 
with the top bosses in world 
cricket, then in England for the 
ICC meeting would settle the 
matter once and for all. It didn’t 
happen on the other hand, as the 
tournament drew clceer the media 
more or less took it for granted 
that the Nehru Cup would at best 
be a four-nation tournament. 


for the simple reason that they 
were committed to both Shaijah 
and an exhibition match at 
Toronto which clashes directly 
with the Nehru Cup.” 

This led to a huge pressure 
from the highest quarters in 
Indian cricket as well as Indian 
politics to get Steve Camacho to 
reschedule the ’Toronto match. 

In June, Steve Camacho, 
reportedly, went to Toronto and 
made a last ditch effort to 
postpone the engagement. 

But that was not to be. The 
Toronto Skydome is an extremely 
busy sporting arena. If the date of 
the Toronto game was altered the 
stadium would not have been 
available before March 1991. And 
Camacho now disclosed the kind 
of pressure he was facing from the 
Indian side. “Even the Indian 
government tried to get us. but we 
have no option. We’re committed.” 

He further said, “India is likely 
to gear up its diplomatic offensive 
till the very last day, in the hopes 
that it may stUl be able to get the 
West Indies to play in the two 
week tournament. Such pressures 


will not be of any help. A 
commitment of the West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB to Toronto) 
is a formal commitment and it 
cannot be altered. ” Therofore, the 
West Indian commitment to the 
Canadian organisers was absolute 
and nothing could waive it. 

In contrast, when it came to the 
Nehru Cup, the West Indies were 
fltiid in their commitment even 
after knowing that the 
tournament had been brought 
forwau^ to enable them to honour 
their Toronto obligations. 

“We have agreed only in 
principle, pending the settlement 
of a number of outstanding 
issues" Mr. Camacho told 
Sportaworld when contacted on 
April 14th. He added, “We’re quite 
aware that we will have an 
unbeliembly tight schedule after 
Sharjah if we do play in India.” 

Does that mean, by any stretch 
of imagination, that the West 
Indies have confirmed their 
participation in the Nehru 
Exhausted after the Ashes tour, 
will the Australian players agree 
to play In the Nehru Cup? 


When an early morning 
phone call awoke the 
Indian BoanI 
aecretaiy Steve 
Camacho, he 


the Nehru Cup depen 
on the settlement on 
number of pending 
matters. Tharsall I o 
say." 













tournament? Mr. Dalmiya had 
claimed that it was solely the 
re-scheduling of the Sharjah 
tournament (from October l7th to 
20th) which clinched the West 
Indian participation. What then 
are the pending matters which 
still keeps the West Indian 
participation uncertain? 
Moreover, after all this, can we 
believe that the West Indies have 
confirmed their participation in 
the Nehru Cup? 


I The Australian story 


T he Australians had said 'no' 
to the Nehru Cup long ago. 
In May, Bangladesh 
proposed to organise an 
international tournament closely 
on the heels of the Nehru Cup, so 
that all the teams could just hop 
across from Calcutta to Dhaka. 
But it did not materialise because, 
as the Australian Board chief 
executive Mr. D. Richards 
explained in a letter: “Our chances 
of playing in the Nehru Cup are 
extremely slim. On the one hand, 
the Sri Lankans would start their 
tour of Australia on November 17 
and just a few days later on 
November 25 New Zealand would 
launch their tour Down Under. 

So, the question of going to both 
India and Bangladesh does not 
arise. ” (In this connection the 
Bangladesh Board received a 
letter from Steve Comacho too, 
where the WBCCl reiterated their 
country’s inability to play in the 
Nehru Cup.) 

Since then, nothing further has 
been heard by the press directly 
from the Australian Board except 
what Sportsworld learnt from the 
A.C.B. media manager, Ian 
McDonald: “We've not said 
anything yet..." 

In the meantime, Sportsowrid 
has been privy to the fact that 
efforts were made to persuade the 
Australian cricketers, including 
captain Allan Border now busy 
and exhausted with their Ashes 
tour, to agree to the Indiah 
tournament. That too has not 
worked till now. 

The Australians have been in 
England for three long months. 
They are weary, and keen to get 


AtthougHtlw 
AustraUansiMver 
fhawttd my Intemt In 
the Nehiv Cup iit all, 
some officials of the 
ACB assured Dahnlya 
that they would take 




surprising there has 
been a complete 
silence from the 
Australian side since 
June 9, while the Nehru 
Cup organisers here 
eagerly awaited good 
news from Melbourne 


back home, where, they know, a 
lot more cricket awaits them. 

Although the Australians never 
showed any interest in the Nehru 
Cup at all, some officials of the 
ACB assured Dalmiya that they 
would take a decision by June 9, 
when the Aussie Board was 
supposed to meet. 

But surprisingly, there has 
been a complete silence from the 
Australian side since June 9, 
while the Nehru Cup organisers 
here eagerly awaited good news 
from Melbourne. 


And even now, when the 
organi^rs have gone on record 
confirming the Australian 
participation, there seems to be a 
complete news blackout about the 
Nehru Cup in the Australian 
press; neither has there bmn any 
comment from the oountiy's 
Board officials except Ian 
McDonald’s curt remark, “We've 
not said anything yet.” 

That clearly shows how the 
matter has remained just as fluid 
as ever before. » 

One can surely argue that ‘We 
have not said anything yet' does 
not necessarily mean that 
Australians have said no to the 
tournament. True, but it hardly 
gives anyone any reason to believe 
that the Australians have said yes 
either. And in such circumstances 
one wonders on what basis the 
Nehru Cup organising committee 
actually told the Press that the 
Australian participation is 
confirmed. 

Can anyone explain what is going 
on? Why this confusion? 


By Suprakash Ghoahal with Andy 
O'Brien, Calcutta and David 
McMahon, Melboume 


SOME UNANSWERED QUESTIONS 


* What made the organisers take the risk of formally 
announcing the participation of the West Indies and 
Australia when things were still fluid and uncertain? 

*Oid the sponsors give the organisers an August 11 
deadline to announce which teams were to participate 
in the tournament? And did this deadline force the 
announcement? 

*Were the sponsors MRF and the Nehru Centenary 
Committee headed by Mrs, Sheila Haul kept in the 
dark shout the position of things? 

*IMd the organisers make the announcement in order 
to buy some more time to win over the two teams? 

*Are the West Indira and Australian Board’s stalling 
their confirmations in a bid to blackmail the 
organisers into giving them more money? 

*Are the heads of the participating Board’s really 
coming to India merely to sort out the Nehru fixtures 
or is there more to it? 

* Will the postponement of the Sharjah tour Aament, 
and the bid to win over the West Indira and Australia 
mean a massive rise to the budget of the touruMnent? 






EIKUND KNEW ABOUT 

REBa TOUR n MAY 



HE Eng'land selectors and the TCCB knew before even the 
Ashes series began which of its players were being 
head-hunted by South Africa. 

Yet, they went on picking them, although it was tacitly 
accepted within the game that they would desert before the 
series was over. 

Nine of the original 16 named in the ‘rebel* squad, among 
them former captains Mike Getting and John Emburey and 
leading pace bowlers Graham Dilley and Neil Foster, played 
Teists against the Australians this summer. 

Virtiially all those names were on a list which fell into the hands of the Test 
and County Cricket Board as long back as May 11, almost a month before 
chairman of selectors Ted Dexter chose his squad for the first Test at 
Headingley. 

They knew not only that young Glamorgan batsman Matthew Maynard, 
picked by England last summer, had already been approached, but how much 
he was being offered. 

The TCCB admitted as mudh in an effort to clear themselves of South AMcan 
charges that the rulers of English cricket had made a rebel tour inevitable by 
refusing to back the republic’s plea for a hearing at the July meeting of the 
International Cricket Conference at Lord’s. 

The Board, made up of chairmen of all 17 English counties, supported the 
new England committee’s condemnation of the South African Cricket Union’s 
’clandestine activities’. 

Since the announcement of the six-week rebel tour, cricket has been 
expressing its horror at the scale of the defection, but it came as no great shock 
to headquarters. 

The Board said: ‘On May 11, seven days before the SACU sent a letter to the 
TCCB seeking support at the ICC meeting, the board was presented with 
irrefutable evidence that an approach had been made by SACU to at least one 
England player offering him terms to participate on a tour”. 

’On the same day the Board was supplied with the names of 13 English 
cricketers who were being actively sought to take part on the tour, along with 
the terms being offered. All the 13 listed are among the original 16 names 
issued by SACU. ” 

This sordid tale of sporting espionage explains why Dexter was so keen to get 
players to swear allegiance to England’s cause in writing. 

Part of the terms of the South African contracts was a secrecy clause—a kind 
of legal cyanide pill—which killed the deal if the players’ involvement became 
known. 

Dexter may not have been able, therefore, to confront suspected deserters, but 
it is now clear he had bnough written evidence to begin weeding them out and 
introducing younger players. 

Instead, the England team for the last two Ashes Tests have to be built almost 
fri)m scratch. 

England will seek no reprisals other than the five-yeeur ban agreed by the ICC 
in January. But the TCCB hinted that the melting of the cold war between the 
cricket rulers of the two nations has stopped. They said: ‘We deeply regret that 
SACU should seek to interfere with and damage the atmosphere and 
international welfare of cr^ket in this country. The Board haj> been a good 
friend to South Africa, probably their last friend witliin the IOC’. • 


And yet they 
carried on 
selecting 
players who 
they knew would 
be going 
to South Africa 
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any years ago, classy col- 
^llll^ flip umnist Mike Lupica 
' (was it him?), with trni- 

’ gue firmly in cheek, de- 
scribed the separation of 
. a weather-beaten trusted 
4flb doubles pair as ‘tennis 


—~—any years ago, classy col- 
flip umnist Mike Lupica 

' (was it him?), with trni- 

’ gue firmly in cheek, de- 

scribed the separation of 
. a weather-beaten trusted 

^4P■w 4flb doubles pair as ‘tennis 

. . ... divorce.’ Ah, but Marti¬ 
na Navratiiova-Pam-Shrlver, that was the cliched mar¬ 
riage made in heaven, right? Nope, even that eight year 
win-everything-we-play honeymoon is finally over— 
Martina has dump^ Shriver and is romancing Hana 
Mandlikova (starting US Open, 1989). And poor Pam 
can only hope for some cool Communist comfort fi'om 
Czech girlie Jana Novotna. Is everyone surprised? YES. 


Since the remarkable feats of these two ladles (see 
box) was something almost out of a Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy taleits best that we start at the very 
beginning. As the record books say, it all began on a cocA 
wlntei's day in January 1981 when Martina Navratilova 
found she had 25 cents to spare. 

Shriver, huddled In a trailer, her only reOige from the 
Cincinatti cold, was interrupt^ by a phone call. It was 
Martina, looking for a partner to play doubles at the 
Cincinatti Avon Championships. ShHver Jumped. Yes, 
I’m unatbched. 

Said Shriver: “I’m glad 1 was there to take the cail.” 

Said Navratflova: “All I renwmber b that the call cost 
me 25 cents. It was the best investment I’ve ever made.” 

Now, 9 incredibie years (and 20 Grand Slam tourna- 











I& PAM SHRIVER 



DIVORCE 


ment vktories) later, Shriver says, “It (the spUt)caiiie as 
somewhat of a surprise to me.” 

Shot back Martina, “Maybe it shouidn’t have.” 

Shriver, a iittie insecure, added, “I can’t teil if I’m on 
triai...it’s hard to teli if it’s permanent or not.” 

Navratiiova, somewhat gentiy repiied, “This has 
nothing to do with (Shriver’s) tennis. I Just needed a 
break. Right now its Just for the US Open. 1 don’t have 
any pians for next year.” 

A reconciliation though looks out of the question. 

Once upon a time Peter Fleming had thte to say about 
regniar partner John McEnroe: “He can win with 
anyone.” Without disparaging Shriver and her rote in 
their wins, of the couple Martina was undoubtedly the 
dominant one. 

If she wins with Hana Mandiikova don’t be sur- 
prised...a quick check, for exampie, reveais the doubies 
Grand Siam tournaments won by Navratiiova with 
partners other than Pam—with Chris Evert (French 
1975, Wimbledon 1976); vrith Betty Stove (US Open 
1977); with BUlie Jean King (Wimbiedon 1979, US Open 
1978-80); with Betty Na^elsen (Austraiian 1980); with 
Anne Smith (French 1982); and with Andrea Temeswari 
(French 1986) 

Neverthckss, it was a great marriage when it iasted— 
the greatest doubies pair ever? No question. 

As Shriver reflected, “If this is it, it’s been a helluva 
race.” 

Now onto the new romances. Imagine a US Open 
doubles final, starring Nai^tilova-Mandlikova vs 
Sbriver-Novotna. 




PROFILE 


Killins 'em softi 


N a way. the fflorious 
uncertainties of the game of 
cricket are reflected in the 
bowling successes of Terry 
Alderman. Creating a record 
on debut by bagging the 
highest number of wickets by an 
Australian bowler in 
England—42, in the 1981 series 
against England—Alderman 
suffered a string of indifferent 
performances in the following 
eight years. Now, with this 
ensiling Ashes series, he has 
bounced back into form to take his 
100th Test wicket when he 
claimed Graham Gooch Ibw at 
Lord’s. 

Six—foot two and a half inches 
taU, broad-shouldered and 
sporting a disarming smile—the 
result of some problem with his 
facial muscle—Aldermanoomes 
from a cricket-crazy family from 


/.•si 


the Perth suburb of Subiaco—a 
place whose only claim to fame 
can be the biiths of a certain 
Dennis Lillee and Terry 
Alderman. His father was a 
big-kicking Australian rules 
footballer and States Colts 
cricketer while brother John 
plaired first class cricket with 
him. Even sister Denise has • 
cricket coursing through her 
veins, scoring abundantly for 
Australia's World Cup squad in 
the euly Eighties. 

Therefore, it was only natiiral 
that Teny also threw himself into 
snort, nlavintr both cricket and 


football during his school days 
but eventually deciding on the 
former after he became the star 
bowler for his college side. 

Making his first class debut for 
West Australia in early 1975 as a 
raw 18-year-old, Alderman took 5 
for 63 in the New South Wales 
first innings; but broke down with 
a hamstring injury in the second 
Innings. A malady that has since 
plagued him throughout his 
career. 

1^?^ If anything, Alderman was 
blooded a little too early. 
Dropped 













In contrast to all the fiery fast bowlers who paw the ground and 
breathe fire, Terry Alderman might smile as he runs in to bowl. But 
his lethal cut off the ^eam leaves the batsman just as dead 


from the West Australiaa state 
team twice dxiringr a six-year 
period—1974-75 to 1980-81—it 
was probably just his resilience 
and youth that allowed him to 
bounce back. Getting his major 
breakthrough in 1979-80 when he 
claimed six West Indian wickets 
while playing for his State, 
Alderman took adva&itage of the 
Australian winter to get in some 
league cricket in Scotland. When 
he returned from his Scottish 
stint, he was a changed bowler; 
tougher in mental outlook eager 
to work and possessing a variety 
of deliveries that was enough to 
outfox even the most wily of 
batsmen. Back home, with the 
Australian team to England in 
1981 yet to be selected, he took 12 
wickets in just two Sheffield 
Shield games and ensured his 
place in the side. 

The English tour proved a 
t\irning point of Alderman’s 
career, for it was here that he 
realised that he could do more off 
the seam than by swinging the 
ball through the air. Having relied 
so far on a seemingly lazy run up 
that ended in a fairly chest-on 


delivery that helped him swing 
the ball, Alderman took Dennis 
Lillee’s advice and tried a longer 
run-up while trying to bang the 
seam in. The results were ixistant. 
Alderman got nine wickets on his 
Test debut at Trent Bridge and 
went on to tally a total of 42 
wickets from the series to set up a 
record. 

So venomoiis was his new found 
style of bowling that he even beat 
Lillee to top spot in the tour 
averages with SI wickets at an 
average of20.86. True to his 
nature. Alderman did not hesitate 
to attribute all his success to the 
advice of the great Dennis Lillee, 
not to mention his inspiring 
presence at the other end. But that 
didn’t stop Wiaden from electing 
him one of the five cricketers of 
1982. 

Back home, Alderman suddenly 
foimd that he was nowhere as 
penetrative. Playing the 
Pakistanis and the West Indians 
in 1981-82, he was dogged by 
injuries and bad form. It 
eventually took a match haul of 14 
for 87 for Western Australia 
against New South Wales for him 



to merit the tour to New Zealand 
in early 1982. Once there, New 
Zealand’s softer pitches gave his < 
style enough piurahase off the 
seam to allow him to boost his Trat 
wicket tally by eight. 

Retaining his place in the side 
for the Ashes series of 1982-83, 
Alderman had just his fiery 
Aussie temper to blame for 
sidelining himself during the first 
Test itself. Playing at Perth, 
Aldernuui was on the field when 
two dozen or so spectators invaded- 
the playing field. Cuffed from 
behind by one of them, Alderman 
chased his assailant and brought 
him down with a rugby-style 
flying tackle. All very macho, but 
it left him with a severely 
dislocated shoulder and confined 
to the sidelines for the rest of the 
season. 

Trying to break back into the 
team after recovering from that 
injury, Alderman somehow , 
wasn’t ever as effective as in that 
English summer of 1981. In and 
out of the Australian team right 
through 1983 to ’85, his 
frustration culminated in signing 
for a ‘rebel’ tour to South Afiioa. 
Finally getting a chance to 
perform as the strike bowler, even 
though it wasn’t in Test 
competition, Alderman revelled 
with 23 wickets at an average of 
21.21 from the 1985-86 tour and 
18 wickets at an average of 32.77 
from the 1988-87 tour. The 
resultant ban only served to 
heighten his hunger for wickets; 
claiming seven wickets on his 
comeback Test at Melbourne 

Alderman’s run of deadly form 
is an apt reflection of his recent 
exposure in the English county 
circuit. Getting 76 wickets for 
Kent at an average of 22.69 in 
1984, he improved to 96 wickets 
for 19.20 in ’86. Last year, moving 
to Gloucestershire, he tallied 75 
wickets at on average of 22.81. 

But for now, the smile’s going to 
be Hrmly in place thanks to a tally 
of 34 wickets from the five Ttots 
played so far. 
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AUSSIE 

ANMHIIATION 


“If it is possible to feel 
proud when the 
opposition has amassed 
560 runs in two days, 
England were entitled to 
do so last night. They 
had persevered 
manfully with the ball, 
showed heartening 
spirit in the Geld and 
even achieved one of the 
summer’s most iSanoifal 
ambitions by dismissing 
Waugh far nought ." 


M MAZING! 
Imagine 

■ ■ getting carted 
for 560 runs in 
M ^^two days. 

i^^having just 5 
wickets to show for it, 
and then having the 
audacity to dmcribe it 
thus, as done by an 
English journalist. The 
English aren’t jtist 
plumbing new depths in 
mediocrity. They are 
discovering new heights 
in ineptitude.. .and the 
art of covering it up. 


Going into the fifth 
Test with the ‘rebel tour’ 
to South AMca 
depleting their team, 
England found their 
bowling attack woefully 
short... Oops, gotta be 
careful or I’m going to 
end up like those English 
writers too. No. They 
found the Aussie 
batsmen too good for 
them. Openers Mark 
Taylor and Graham 
Marsh not allowing the 
English bowling any 
respite as they batted 


out the whole of the first 
day, totalling 301 runs 
and breaking the record 
for the first wicket stand 
in an Ashes series. 
Bobby Simpson and Bill 
Lawrie, being disciples 
of sport, wouldn’t have 
minded their record, 
created in Adelaide in 
1964, of S44 being 
eclipsed. After all, 
xeoordeiare made only to 
he brokoa, aren’t they? 
But even true sportsmen 
like Simpson and Lawrie 
mpat be a trifle miffed at 
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the margin with which 
Taylor and Marsh 
obliterated it: 85 npis! 
By the time Marsh left 
for 138, the Australian 
score stood at 320. And 
England were already 
staring defeat in the 
face. 

With David Boon (73) 
and Allan Border (65 
n.o!) also getting into 
the scoring act, England 
could do nothing but 
wilt in the English 
stmshlneasthe 
Australian run machine 
marched Inexorably 
onward. Eventually it 
was just their boredom 
at swatting the ball 
around the field that led 
to their declaration at 
602 for 6. 

Coming in to save the 
Test. England started 
dismally. Five down for 
130, they never 
recovered and in spite of 
a gutsy 101 from Robin 
Smith (that man again!) 
went down tamely, all 
out for 255. 

Following on 347 runs 
behind, Gower’s 
self-promotion to the 
slot of opener didn’t pay 
dividends as an 
Alderman delivery had 
him shouldering arms 
while it cut back in. to 
rattle timber. ’The 
procession followed: 
eight more English 
wickets falling (Botham 
didn’t bat due to a 
dislocated finger) with 
monotonous regularity 
as England crashed to 
their worst defeat of this 
Ashes series. An 
innings and 180 runs. 

To dissect this 
performance, one 
wouldn’t have to look 
beyond the total 
ineptitude displayed by 
the English players. 

Taylor>mads for the 

situation. The Aussie 
topsoorer powers one of 
hie 23 boundaries to the 
fence 






They bowled poorly: not 
earning^ a breakthrough 
throughout the first 
day. They fielded ba^ily- 
dropping an in-form 
batsman like Taylor 
when he’s just made 
three isn’t the best thing 
to do. And they batted 
pathetically: when your 
top three 


asking for trouble. 
Hardly surprising then 
that Gower led England 
to their 10th defeat in 
the last 11 Tests he’s 
captained. 

On the other hand, the 
Australians can’t seem 
to do any wrong. A team 
that enjoys the luxury of 
declaring its only 











The end of a mammoth 
timings: Taylor goes, 
stumped Russell off 
Cook 

batsmen—Cxirtis, 
Moxon and 

Atherton—contribute a 
total of two runs 
between them, you’re 


innings closed at 602 for 
6 after losing their most 
prolific rungetter of the 
series Steve Waugh for 
ducki8doingotoy.lt 
was not surprising then 
that this purple patch 
extended to the bowling 
department too, striking 
with alarming 
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Robin Smith must be 
tiring of this solo effort 
which always goes in 
vain 

regularity to pick up 19 
English wickets at 22.21 
runs a piece. With Mark 
Taylor taking over from 
where Waugh left off, 
they’ve got more runs 
than they know what to 
do with. Small wonder 
then, that this squad has 
become the first team to 
win four Tests in an 
Ashes series since 1948. 
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f Jii$ name right Mate, 

I is pronounced MoU. 
And Mote, only 25, can 
you believe it, has 
already had a mid-life 
crieie. After hie mind 
boggling racket feats 
last year, Wihtnder 
collapsed in 1989 like a 
kid’s punctured 
balloon. And perhaps 
even he knows that 
everyone is getting a 
little tired of his ’lack 
of motivation etc etc’ 
stories—at the Open at 
least, in the feisty 
asphalt Jungle of New 
York, the people ej^eet 
their defending 
champion (and now 
resident) to perform 



OattutnuilifstieMthiu 

wtuAMin 

S^HfUei-Vieario (letty 1$ 
looking up at, i» the tueky 
«(ar thafo been hooeriim 
above her tMa gear. A 
jwt/tive workaholic on 
court, who tracko btMi 
wlthaUtheefhciencgofa 
new wave radar, this lltie 
girl (she is still only 17) 
has this year at least, 
shoved aside Miss 
Sabatird to become a 
contender, and not just a 
pretender, to Miss Grafs 
throne. 

Always good money too 
is Ivan the Great (below). 
The surface (Decotl 
Turf) is his favourite (he 
even has it in his garden) 
and no-one hits the btdl 
on it like he does. 
Sometimes you think, if 
one of his forehand 
missiles went straight up, 
they’d probably knock 
down the screaming low 
flying Jets from nearby La 
“ Guardia airport. Like the- 
millionaire he is, I van is a 
colkctor—of rare 
paintings, German 
Shepherd dogs and Grand 
Slam titles. This year he’s 
only managed one, the 
Australian, which is 
slightly below his 
average. So he’s going to 
be hot at the Open. No 
question 
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A hUtorUs photogn^ 
(above) prior to laatyear’e 
final. If LendU won, he 
would eurpaae Connon ’ 
record of 159 weeka as No. 
I. ifWilander won, he 
would finally become No. 
1. Fitting^, it took five 
fine aeta and nearly five 
hours before Wilander’a 
desire held through. 

And what of this mm 
John McEnroe (right). 
Youngeat ever winner 
here In 1979, he won 
again In 19M, 1981 and 
1984. 

There was a strange 
time, long ago, when 
everyone at the Ofien, 
eonq^kdned openly and 
bitterIpjMma 
McBtuirJhnny thing 
wamirihpn McEnroe 
aetiMy played they 
asmudatt stand behind 
him like a baying looim 
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Martina NaoraUlova 
i$ 32 naan old. She ia HOW 
^ aeeond beat planer in 
the world, Ibrhirm 
unaeeuatomed label. She 
taalower.Leaaaharper. 
Andham’twmaGrani 
Shun Htle far the aeeond 
nearrmuting. Shoutdahe 
retire? No wanJoae. 

^ Whether ahe wine or 

not, MarttnaUpreaenee, 
c^leaiHfwiifKe 
eornpetiUoe urge make 
heremlneiOn watchaMe 
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Reatty, the more you 
think of it, the more 
amazing it actwUly is. 
Since January 1988, 
seven Grand Slam 
tournaments have been 
played, and Miss Graf 
has won six. Think 
about it againr—at20, 
she’s earned over $3 
million in Just prize 
money, has won the 
Grand Slam, and an 
Olympic gold. Perhaps 
she should retire and 
become a track athlete 
(800m)—there are 
rational people who’ll 
tell you she’ll be tops at 
that tiro. 

For Miss Graf, the 
US Open possibly holds 
some sentimental 
significance, in 1986, 
in the semi-finals she 
actually held 
match-pmnt against 
Martitta 

Navratilova—but her 
forehand hit 
the net tape and the 
chance was gone—it 
was a moment that 
awakened the world to 
new conversations on 
women’s tennis—after 
all a new champion 
had Just been sighted. 

So wonderfully has 
Graf progressed and 
developed tiiat if she 
wirts, then will be no 
story. Only, if she 
loses. Format, would 
be momentous. The 
Stefn Grafs of this 
world do not lose two 
Grand Slam 
tournaments in the 
same year 




For Boris Becker too 
the US Open holds 
special value-^this 
incomprehensible loss 
in the second round 
last year appears to 
have spurred him to an 
astounding new level of 
play. After that loss, he 
won the Masters, the 
Davis Cup Final, and 
this year has been an 
Italian Open finalist, 
French Open 
semi-finalist, 

Wimbledon champion 
and Davis Cup hero 
against USA. Boris is 
now, all grown up. 

What is startling, 
andhas beensaidand 
still requires 
repetition, is that 
Beckeris performances 
have been so 
astonishingly hardy 
and assur^, that for 
once he loMcs 
eminently capable of 
winning a Grand Slam 
title on a surface other 
than grass. And the 
Open could not be a 
better place to start. 

At best, Becker has 
beenasemiflntUist 
here, way back in 19^, 
when Mecir teased him 
to win in five sets. But 
as Becker himself 
admitted, Airing Oiose 
years he was a klitwith 
schoolboy fantasies. 
Nowheisavery 
dangerous retd man 7 
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himnica Seles makes 
pea^ stare—when 
grunts Wee Coiuiors* 
sister; when she 
giggles Ukeatouder 
GMie Hawn; and 
when she w^wks 
double handers like 
never seen before. Her 
taOigr mag have been a 
cartoonist, but this 
gruntpiggle-whack 
girVs game is not 
fitnng—espeeJtUly for 
heropponenn, who are 
forced to do go-go imd 
pendulum imitation on 
court. The hard tme 
courts at Flushing 
Meadows will suit her 
wellr—her limited 
strength renuUns a 
weakness, but 
certainlg not her ^ 
resoive. With her, 
watch for l3-gear-old 
Jennifer Capriati, 
(inset), a little deadly 
package if you ever 
saw one—precocious? 
Yes. Dangerous? Yes, 
too. 















SPOT REPORT 


WICE GOLD MEDALLIST, ROOP 
SINGH WAS A GREAT HOCKEY PLAYER 

AND AN INDIAN LEGEND... 
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T he irony of it all is whaA 
astonishes. And then 
infuriates. So enamoured was 
Owalior by their legendary 
adopted son Roop Singh, that 
they named a stadium after 
him. Furthermore, a colony was 
re-named in his memory. Yet today, 12 
years after his death, his family have 
nowhere to live. 

At the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics, 
American sportswriters called Roop 
Singh a “magician”. At Berlin four years 
later German papers dubbed him the 
“shooting machine.” Alas all those 
accolades are now irrelevant—they 
c»nnot guarantee his ageing wife and 
family .a roof over their heads. 

A week before the Burton hockey 
national championships commenced at 
Owalior, Roop Singh’s family became 
homeless. For 36 years Roop Singh’s 
family lived in the colony named after 
him. (Earlier the colony was called 
Campo Chano Kothar. Four years ago it 
was re-named Roop Singh colony). His 
68 year old ailing wife, Jamuna Devi felt 
particularly humiliated at being evicted 
from a house, with so many rich 
memories and associations. 

After her husband’s death ip December 
1977, Jamxma Devi stayed with her 
second son, Bhagat Singh and his family 
in the small three-roomed house at 
Campo Chano Kothar. Once the hockey 
legend was dead, the landlord 
predictably began to pester the family. 
Says Bhagat Singh, “He even cut the 
water supply and constamtly harassed 
my ailing mother and wife and three kids 
when I was away on work. ” For over a 
decade with stoical resignation they bore 
all insults. Finally came the unkindest 
cut of all. The landlord got a court order 
to evict the family. 

The eviction was done crudely. 
Furniture thrown out and the family of 
the hockey legend having to slink out at 
night to cloak the tears and shame. For 
many year8,8on Bhagat Singh had 
appealed to the local hockey association 
and the state government to assist them. 
But no help was forthcoming. 

Roop Singh played in the days when 
there was no sponsorship. His income 
was meagre. He left Jhansi his birthplac» 
and came to Gwalior at the invitation of 
JiwiUirao Scindia, the late Maharaja in 
1936. He served in the native army and 
started on a salary of Rs. 20 per month. It 
increased to Rs. 50,then to Rs. 200, and 
he retired as a captain on Rs 300 per 
month. His monthly pension was Rs. 



llie ex- 
Qlyiiijijaii*s 




tem^raily 

etapiigiiia 

sm^two 

■lEbe'; ■ 


lOO. In the 1950s, the Madhya Pradesh 
government gave Roop Singh a job as 
sports inspector. When he retired in the 
1960s, his pension from the state 
government was meagre. Former MP 
chief minister, Arjun Singh increased 
the pension to Rs. 200 per month. This 
year local newspapers highlighted the 
penury of the family. The slumbering 
state government woke up. The 
Panchayat and Samaj Kalyan (ministry 
for social welfare) increased the pension 
to Rs. 750 per month four months ago. 

Son Bhagat Singh, a havildar in the 
local police gets a monthly salary of Rs. 

1,000 per month. His three other 
brothers are married. Eldest brother 
Manohar Singh works as a physical 
trauning inspector at Garg Collegfe, 
Shivpuri. The third brother Jagat Singh 
is employed with Birla Steel and the 
youngest Gopal works in Modinagar. 
They all have their own family 
^responsibilities and so are unable to help 
(heir mother much. 
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The ex-Olympian’s family is 
temporarily stayin^r in a small two 
roomed house in Naya Bazar, Indira 
Ciolony. The landlord is an old fan of 
Roop Singrh and has permitted the family 
to sti^r at a meagfre rent. However, as the 
.depressed Jamuna Devi says, “We can 
take the obligation for six months or a 
year but not forever. We will have to 
move but where we don't know.” 

The plight of Roop Singh’s family got 
accentuated because of petty 
bureaucracy. The M.P. government is 
not callous but indifferent. They gave 
him a plot of land, of 80 square yards in 
Kherapati colony in Gwalior. “But we 
had no money to construct the house, 
and nutfather was too proud to approach 
peopleror help,” says his son Bhagat 
Singh. A couple of yesurs ago, widow 
Jamuna Devi applied to the State Bank of 
India and the MP government for a loan 





to construct a house. The appeal was not 
seriously considered. There was endless 
bureaucratic hindrance. Son Bhagat 
Singh tried to sell the land. However he 
was informed by the state government 
“that a government gift cannot be sold.” 
So the plot given as a magnanimous 
gesture has become a white elephant for 
the family. 

It is sad that in this old city of Scindias 
and royal pomp, lakhs of rupees were 
spent on a royal wedding two years ago 
but a small loan cannot be given to a 
hockey legend's family in distress. Roop 
Singh was the legend Gwalior loved but 
forgot. His alma mater, Maharani 
Lakshmibai College proudly reveal the 
wall against which Roop Singh practised 
hitting for hours but have never helped 
the family. The citizens proudly point out 
the city’s largest stadium, named after 
Roop Singh (ironically cricket is played 
there) but few helped Roop Singh in his 
last days. His middle class dream of his 
own house, remained unrealised. 

Hesitatingly the family admit that in 
his last days Roop Singh led a life of 
penury. In 1957 he was seriously ill, it 
was diagnosed as tuberculosis. Nobody 
came to his aid. Finally a hockey fan 
from the tinsel world came to his rescue. 
The doyen of Hindi cinema, Prithviraj 
Kapoor, an ardent Roop Singh fan si nee 
he saw the wizard in action at a Beighton 
Cup match in Calcutta in the 1930s, came 
to Gwalior. He did two shows and 
collected Rs. 33,000. The money was 
used for Roop Singh's medication. “For 
us he returned from his death bed." says 
Jamuna Devi. 

Now for the family there is nothing but 
memories. They still treasure and 
preserve the newspaper clippings which 
document Roop Singh's exploits. A more 
sensitive state grovernment, hockey 
association or IHF or now SAI could hgve 
let Roop Singh and his family live in 
dignity. Only a loan was required to 
build a house. However, Roop Singh died 
disheartened and the family’s hopes 
remain thwarted by indifferent 
bureaucrats and sports administractors. 

At the insistence of nephew Ashok 
Kumar, also an ex-Olympian, the hockey 
htiternity has at last realised its guilt. 
The Punjab Hockey Association has 
assured a grant of Rs. 10,000 and 
sponsors of the nationals. Burtons have' 
given a grant of Rs. 5,000. 

There is still time to restore respect to 
the family of arguably the greatest 
inside-left ever. Roop Singh’s family 
deserves that respect.# 









T he greatest Flop 
in track an'd field 
turned out to be a 
big hit. It turned 
out to be one of those 
moments frozen in time, 
as in a still frame. But 
first, there were people 
chuckling and asking, 
"What’s wrong with this 
picture?” 

Plenty, it seemed, 

Dick Fosbury, an 
Oregon State University 
high jumper, had it 
backward, he was told. 
Learn the straddle 
method, they said. Or 
try the triple jump, his 
college coach, Berny 
Wagner, once gently 
suggested. 

Instead, Fosbury did 
the right thing. He kept 
jumping, pushing off 
his left foot, going up 
head first and back to 
the bar. And he kept 
jumping higher. In 
1968, he jumped to a 
then-Olympic record of 
7 feet, 4 1/4 inches, (2.24 
meters) to win the gold 
medal in Mexico City. 

That was the day the 
laughter stopped, the 
day the Fosbury Flop 
became a technique, not 
ajoke. 

Javier Sotomayor, 21, 
a lanky 6-foot-4 and 181 
pounds (82 kilograms), 
dressed in the Cuban 
national colors of red' 
and white, was hot 
thinking about the 
genesis of the Flop when 
he made his final 
approach toward the 
high jump bar July 29 in 
' Sixto Escobar Stadium 
in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. 

His concentration was 
centered on the bar high 
overhead. His energy 
was directed toward that 
mystical place way up 
there. 


But when he flopped 
elegantly and safely into 
the landing pit moments 
later, the first man to 
jump 8 feet, he shared a 
kinship with a 
42-year-old surveyor in 
Ketchum, Idaho. 

Fosbury’s regret? 

“I wish I could have 
been there to see that," 
he said. “I read it in the 
Sunday papers the next 
day and my eyes bulged 
out.” In 1978, Fosbury 
predicted an 8-foot leap 
within 10 years, 

“I missed it by a year,” 
he said. “Still, it is hard 
to see. You put your 
hand up to an 8-foot 
ceiling. To realise that a 
guy can run and jump 
over the ceiling without 
touching it is a little bit 
unbelievable.” 

Some would say much 
the same about the 
Fosbury Flop, which 
changed high-jumping 
forever. 

Fosbury keeps his 
memories tucked away 
and lives in today’s 
world, he said. But he 
does not mind 
recounting those days in 
the ’60s when everyone 
wanted a revolution but 
only an awkward 
Oregon teen-ager with a 
mind of his own gave 
them one. 

As legends go, this 
one grew by leaps and 
bounds. All sorts of 
stories surrounding the 
Flop were contrived, 
even one suggesting 
that Fosbury began it 
after tripping and 
falling backward over 
the bar. 

No such thing. 
Fosbury simply found a 
style of jumping that 
suited his spindly, 
awkward body as a high 
school sophomore. 









Flipped Over The Flop 



Dean Benson, his hierh 
school coach, said he 
tried to convert Fosbury 
to the straddle method of 
jumping, which was 
prominent at the time. 

Fosbury failed to 
grasp the method. By 
the end of the 1963 
season, Benson gave in. 
Ho told Fosbury to use 
whatever style he 
wanted. 

Fosbury said he 
remembers hearing 
light laughter after his 
layback jumps. “That 
always helped to psych 
me up,” he said. 

Not that he always 
landed smoothly. 

“I’ve had some hard 
landings,” Fosbury 
acknowledged. "In fact, 
I’ve landed totally out of 
the pit. I landed flat on 
my back and knocked 
the wind out of me." 

“Those things happen. 
You have accidents 
when you’re trying to do 
something that is 
difficult." 

Wagner, Fosbury’s 
coach at Oregon State 
and now national 
coach— coordinator for 
The Athletics Congress 
in Indianapolis, said 
doctors wanted to 
outlaw the Flop. 

“A doctor in Virginia 
came out in a medical 
journal saying that 
every kid will break his 
neck, that flopping was 
dangerous,” he said. 

But the American 
Medical Association’s 
sports committee 
investigated the style, 
deciding that it was not 
hazardous, Wagner 
said. 

Still, Wagner did not 

Dick Fosbury on his way 
to the high jiimp gold 

medal In the Mexico 
Olympics 


embrace the Flop when 
he first n»t Fosbury in 
1906. “A lot of people 
were laughing at him," 
he said. "I tried to 
convert him to the 
straddle method. We had 
two good straddlers on 
the team already.” As a 
straddler, Fosbury 
jumped 5 feet 11; with 
the Flop. 6 feet 6 -V 4 . 

Wagner remain 
unconvinced. He told 
Fosbury to try the triple 
jump. Instead. Fosbury 
lifted weights before the 
spring outdoor season 
and entered his first 
meet a stronger, more 
lithe athlete. 

He cleared 6 feet 10 . 

The revolution became 
an international 
sensation at the 1968 
Olympics when Fosbury 
edged his teammate Ed 
Caruthers for the gold 
medal in Mexico City. 

Fosbury entered the 
Olympic competition 
against 13 jumpers who 
had cleared seven feet, a 
height he had only 
dreamed of reaching. 

But the competitive 
spirit took hold and he 
improved 5-Va inches. 

The Flop earned its place 
in Olympic lore. 

“It was startling to a 
lot of people,” Fosbury 
said “They felt I came 
out of nowhere.” 

Today, he lives in 
Ketchum and is part 
owner of a construction 
and engineering 
company that is 
building running and 
biking paths through 
the forests. 

“I live today in today’s 
world,” he said. But it 
was only yesterday, it 
seems, that the world 
flipped over the Flop 

□Hot Almond 








ATHLETICS DIARY 


Crazy, but Sebastian Coe 
is still lunning to win 


S HOULD Sebastian 
Coe be selected for, 
and win. the World 
Cup 1,500 metres 
in Barcelona on 
September 10, it would 
be exceptional even by 
I his own standards. He 
will then be two weeks 
off his 33rd birthday. 
Still to be racing beyond 
30 in a middle-distance 
event dependent on a 
kick finish is rare. Kip 
Keino was 32 when he 
took the*! ,500 silver 
medal behind Vasala, of 
Finland, in the Munich 
Olympic Games in 1972 
and won the 
steeplechase ahead of 
Ben Jipcho. Miruts 
Yifter was 35 when he 
did the long-distance 
double for the second 
. time in the World Cup in 
1979 and repeated it in 
the Moscow Olympics a 
year later, while Sydney 
Wooderson was 32 when 
he won the European 
championship 5,000 in 
Oslo in 1946. 

The motive, he says, is 
what it always has been': 
A private quest for 
excellence in which the 
Olympic medals and 
world records were a 
passing confirmation 
that the training 
programme devised 
with Peter Cor, his 
father and coach, was 
correct. 

“It’s partly an 
intellectiial game of 
putting a training 
programme together to 
produce a peak at the 
right time," he says. “Of 
doing things in January 
and February that will 


produce a particular 
result in July or August. 
It’s that which still gives 
me a kick now. What 
hurt so much last year 
was less the fact of being 
snubbed by the selectors 
for Seoul, but not being 
able to carry through to 
a conclusion (because of 


Coe won the World Cup 
800 in Rome, toying 
with a field that 
included Joaquim Cruz 
to win in 1:46.18, he had 
just concluded an 
extraordinary three 
years: the three world 
records in 41 days of 
1979, the Olympic 


possibility of misfortune 
following these golden 
years. It was no ' 
satisfaction to be proved 
correct. 

Illness or injury 
jeopardised the 
European championship 
and Commonwealth 
Games of 1982, the 



Sebastian Coe: in his 
younger da.y8 


altitude sickness in the 
trials) a training 
sequence which Peter 
and I had twice before 
proved in the Olympics 
to be correctly judged.” 

When eight yeats ago 


victory (and 800 failure) 
in Moscow and two 
world records the next 
year, then five more 
world records in 1981. 

As we sat reflecting 
upon events after that 
World Cup victory, I 
WEuned him to be 
prepared 

psychologically for the 


World championships of 
1983 and 1987, the 
Commonwealth Games 
of 1986 and, 
momentarily but 
critically, the Olympic 
Games of 1988. 

In seven years, 
success was limited to a 
belated 800m victory in 
Stuttgart and a 








repetition in Los 
Angeles of the Olympic 
gold and silver double. 
That is why, having said 
categ^orically when he 
was 25 that he would not 
continue racing into his 
30s for the sake of it, he 
is still running. 

The remarkable Mike 
Boit, of Kenya, who 
missed the 1976 
Olympics because of a 
boycott, admits to being 
41, though it could be 
more. He was therefore 
27 when he ran 
Juantorena so close in 
the 1977 World Cup, and 
31 when he pressed Coe 
to a new mile record in 
Brussels four years 
later. How does age 
affect Coe’s challenge in 
the present? 

“There are no soft 
races these days," he 
says. “I’ve come to the 
racing phase and hope I 
will benefit from it. I feel 
ambivalent about the 
Commonwealth Games 
at the moment, and I’ll 
just wait to see what 
happens during the next 
month or so ” 

Too many injuries 
hamper the athletes 

B RITAIN’S teams in 
Gateshead are 
unlikely to qualify for 
this year’s World Cup 
but their failure will 
have less to do with a 
shortage of talented 
athletes and more a 
shortage of healthy 
ones. 

Almost a complete 
team of British athletes, 
all good enough on their 
day to win their events 
in the European Cup, ^ 
will watQh helplessly. 
Steve Cram and Fatima 
Whitbread intend to be 
in the Gateshead 
Stadium supporting. 
Roger Black, Jon 
Ridgfeon and Peter 
Elliott will be cheering 


Fatima Whitbred; 

injury has sidelined 
her again 

from a distance. 

So concerned are the 
International Athletes’ 
Club that they are 
seeking financial 
support for the opening 
of a full-time clinical 
unit in London, and 
have appointed Dr Ken 
Kingsbury, judo’s 
medical guru, as their 
adviser. “There are more 
injured athletes than 
ever, and their sport 
isn’t meeting the 
problem,” Kingsbury 
said. 

He believes athletes 
are suffering now, as 
judo has for several 
decades, not only 
because training is more 
intensive but because 
their sport has more 
major championships 
and high-pressure 
competitions. “There’s 


never time to recover, 
not only for the body 
tissues but the mind," he 
said. 

“One household name 
came to me before the 
Olympics who thought 
something major was 
wi'ong with him. He was 
just knackered. Rest 
cured it. But it is a tired 
athlete who gets 
injured.” 

The injuries arising 
from overuse are also 
more severe, pelvic 
torsions, low back and 
neck problems as 
common now as the 
former tendon and 
muscles complaints. 

Roger Black has 
trailed his injuries 
around six specialists in 
Britain, West Germany 
and the United States 
and “countless physios”, 
but it was a year before 
what now seems to have 
been a correct diagnosis 


was made. 

Constant monitoring 
of their well-being to 
stop injuries becoming 
race-preventing would 
be even more welcome. 
The fragility of Black’s 
ankle, damaged first by 
school rugby, was well 
known long before it 
stopped him running. 

But he was not kept 
under scrutiny. 

Jack Buckner the 
European 5,000m 
champion who was sixth 
in last year’s Olympics, 
found later that he had 
been suffering at the 
time from a glandular 
virus which had left him 
anaemic and deficient in 
minerals. Closer 
monitoring might have 
enabled him to win a 
medal. 

Britain is not alone in 
not paying enough 
attention to its athletes. 
The International 
Amateur Athletic 
Federation does not 
offer a constant medical 
service on its Grand 
Prix, its gruelling 
16-meet circuit, 
unlike the Association of 
Tennis Prafessionals 
which has a full-time 
team of sports injury 
experts, one of whom 
attends every ATP 
tournament, whatever 
its standard. 

The lAC had 
Kingsbury in 
attendance in 
Edinburgh this year for 
three days before its 
Grand Prix meeting. He t 
treated Americans, 

Soviets and South 
Americans, as well as 
the British. Next year 
Kingsbury has agreed to 
be there for four days. 

“Looking after the 
medical needs of athletes 
now is 

a full-time job 
for somebody, not 
something for a doctor’s ; 
freq time,” he said. • 



INTERVIEW! 


"The Contract 
Impels Bonded 
Labout" 

Dilip Vengsarkar tells Ayaz Memon while 
pointing out that the “ban is out of proportion” 

(THIS INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED BEFORE THE BCCI 
WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING ON 19 AUGUST) 


The Working Committee of the BCCI 
represents your only chance of earning 
a reprieve from the one~year ban 
imposed by the disciplinary committee. 
What course of appeal do you propose 
adopting? 

We intend appealing to the 
Working Committee to review the 
decision of the disciplinary 
committee. The ban and the fine 
are extremely harsh. The ban, 
especially, is out of proportion to 
what really is a small issue. For 
one year we can’t play Test 
cricket, first class cricket and 
even club cricket, which makes us 
totally redundant. 

// is believed that, had the players 
tendered an unconditional apology, the 
disciplinary comittee would have shown 
leniency. When you all realise the 
gravity of your transgression, why didn't 
you comply with a sincere apology 
immediately? 

Look, in our letter we did mention 
that wo had made a mistake and 
that we were sorry for the 
controversy generated by our 
action and that, in future, we will 
take the permission of the Board 
before playing any such match. 
What else could we have done? 

Not gone to the VS in the first place, 
perhaps. Did you not think that you 
would be penalised, especially since the 
player-Board relations were hostile? 

Look at it from our point of view. 
Past presidents have never 
refused permission. In 1982, for 
instance, after our series against 
England, there were a few games 
arranged in the US. We spoke to 
the manager Plaj Singh who 
contacted Mr S.K. Wankhede, the 
then president and permission 
came immediately. Mr Wankhede 
said that since there were no other 
commitments, the boys could play 
anywhere. Incidentally, we had 
lost the series to England that 
year 

But this year, the VS Board of Control 
and the Canadian authorities rmsed 
objections during the ICC meeting about 


the games in the Vnited States.... 

The reason given by the officials 
for this severe punishment is that 
this issue was raised at the ICC 
meeting. But I am amazed that the 
same objections were not directed 
at the Board of Control for Cricket 
in Pakistan or the West Indies 
Board. If we had played 
representative games, the other 
two teams should also have 
received strictures. 

But you do agree that even the 
‘exhibition' matches in the American 
continent were a mistake. 

Yes, because we violated the 
contract which we had signed. I 
may add here, though, that this 
contract is too stringent. It impels 
bonded labour. 


“I HAVE SIGNED 
CONTRACTS AT THE 
AIRPORT, IN THE PAST. 
WHY, I HAVE EVEN 
SIGNED A BLANK 
CONTRACT. GIVEN THIS 
BACKGROUND, HOW 
COULD WE ANTICIPATE 
SUCH DRASTIC ACTION 
NOW" 


Why sign it then? As reasonable men 
then, you should have known what you 
were doing? 

Along with the contract, there 
was a letter which stated that 
non-compliance, any alteration or 
amendment would mean that we 
are unwilling to represent the 
country. Did we have a choice? 

Yes, not signing it, or asking for 
amendments... 

Look, in the past, the Board and 
the players never attached too 
much importance to the contract. 
1 , for instonce, have signed 
contracts at the airport, in the % 
past. Once I struck off a few 
clauses and the Board secretary 
told me that this was unnecessary 
because these clauses mean 
nothing. Why, I have even signed 
a blank contract. Given this 
background, how could we 
anticipate such drastic action 
now. We take pride in playing for 
the country, whatever some 
people might feel, and that was of 
greater importance than the 
legalities of a contract. 

But player-Board relations in the recent 
past have nosedived and you should 

have been wary . 

It all started with the logos issue. 
The Board became stern. I 
accepted the decision then, and 
put tapes on the logos on my 


M 







shirts. I accepted the ban slapped 
on me for writing articles too, 
though I believed it was less than 
fair when visiting players and 
captains could express their views 
in print. Why can we not have 
such clauses inserted in the 
playing conditions, like the West 
Indies on the recent tour. But this 
ban is harsh because we played 
the exhibition matches £dter our 
official commitments were 
completed. It was not during a 
series. 

Do the recent developments how mean 
diat the players association will be 
revived to protect player interest? 

The association exists, but it has 
become defunct. You see, 
whatever demands we had in the 
past were sorted out and agreed to 
mutually. 


Are you considering going to the courts 
^matters do not improve? 

As we mentioned in our press 
conference, we are not even 
thinking along those lines. We 
know the option exists, but that is 
something not even discussed as 
yet. All we want is the harsh 
penalty reduced. 


“LOOK, CAN I STAY IN 
THE US FOR ALMOST 
THREE WEEKS IN 
HOTELS WHICH COST 
AS MUCH AS $150 A 
NIGHT, WITH MY WIFE? 
THAT WAS THE 
ATTRACTION” 


Do you think the Boqrd has been urrfair 
and inconsistent in its punishment? 
Should all the guilty have been punished 
equtdly?. 

I think the punishment for both, 
those who have been banned and 
the others who have only been 
fined, is harsh. 

Since Board-player relations are so bad 
and only worsening, what could be done, 
to remove the aura of distrust and make 
for a healthier future? 

I think it is very important now to 
induct some youngsters into the 
Board, inject a new line of 
thought. Some of the Board 
officials have been enjoying their’ 
positions for 30 years and mdre. 
But times have changed, the 
demands and requirements of 
players have changed. They 
haven’t. Why can we not have 
players on the Boards to examine 
and possibly help the others 
understand the current players? I 
am sure that with greater 
interaction, the mutual distrust 
will vanish and the game will 
prosper in India. 

Some not-so-fresh questions now. Had 
you all decided to play in US before 
leaving for the West Indies? 

No, we did this during the tour. 
You will recall that we got the 
visas for Canada in Jamaica when 
the series was almost over. 

What about the first game against a 
West Indies XI? 

That too in the West Indies as far 
as I am personally concerned, 
though before we committed to 
play the other matches. 

How much money did you all receive for 
playing these games? 

We did not receive fees. We got a 
paid holiday. Look, can I stay in 
the US for almost three weeks in 
hotels which cost as much as $150 
a night, with my wife? That was 
the attraction. The perks were 
gfood. We did get a daily allowance 
for food and laundry, but nothing 
else. 

What if the Working Committee now 
rejects your appeal? 

It will be extremely hard for all of 
us. Cricket is our life. We don’t 
want that snuffed out. 

Courtecy Sunday Mid-Oay 







Kuijit Singh Versus 
East Bengal 


Kuijit Singh came to play for East Bengal amidst very high 
expectations. But things have turned sour and now Kuijit 
Singh has left for Delhi halfway through the Calcutta soccer 
league. Manas Chakraborty tries to find the reasons for the 
star’s sudden departure 


E ast BENGAL’S 
ace striker Kuijit 
Singh left Calcutta 
without saying a 
word to anybody. And as 
we go to press, there is 
no sign of him 
returning. The Club 
officials, who had shown 
great enthusiasm in him 
before, have lost all 
interest now. 

And it all happened on 
3rd August. On that 
day, Kuijit Singh was 
very angry with East 
Bengal’s coach, P.K. 
Banerjee. The reason? 
P.K. had sidelined him 
for the Calcutta league 
match against Railway 
F.C. Kuijit Singh was 
furious when he saw 
that his name was on the 
reserve list and he left 
the field long before the 
game got over. 

The next day, he asked 
for Rs 10,000 from the 
Club's secretary, Mr 
Suprakash Qargari. 
Gargari refused to pay 
but instead gave him Rs 
200. That put Kuijit off. 
The next morning, he 
got up early and took 
the Delhi-bound Indian 
Airlines flight. 

The East Bengal 
officials, who had been 
so enthusiastic about 
him, now said that they 
did not consider his 


absence a loss for the 
club. On the other hand, 
they said, they were 
relieved that he had left 
because he had pushed 
things too far by his 
temperamental 
behaviour, his late 
nights and poor 
performance on the 
field. 

’He had no other way’ 
they said, ‘he had to 
leave Calcutta. The way 
things were going, we 
would have given him 
the boot ourselves. We 
think he will not come 
back and even if he 
comes back, there is 
little hope that he will be 
able to play for East 
Bengal again. 

Kuijit Singh did not 
go to his native village 
Valapet, near Amritsar. 
Instead, according to 
sources close to him, he 
has taken shelter at one 
of his friend’s house in 
New Delhi. And to this 
friend, he said, ‘Until 
and unless I receive Rs 
10 ,000, there is no 
question of returning. 
According to the 
contract, I am supposed 
to I’eceive this amount 
by the first week of July. 
I asked for the money 
time and again but they 
(read Gargari) were 
dilly-dallying. I waited 


till 31st July. And it was 
only then that I realised 
that in most of the 
coming matches, I 
would be on the reserve 
list. So I decided to come 
back! Kuijit also 
admitted that he was 
having difficulties 
trying to cope with the 
slushy conditions on the 
Maidan. 

When questioned 
about the Kuijit Singh 
episode, Suprakash 
Gargari said, ’Yes, he 
asked for money. But 
the Club funds does not 
permit us to pay him. 
Moreover, the question 
does not arise as we paid 
him almost 90% of the 
contract money (Around 
Rs 70,000). The league 
is only in the midway 
stage. There is still a lot 
of football to be played. 
We will clear his arrears 
but he has not given us 
ample time. If he 
imposes any conditions 
for his return, we are 
absolutely helpless. ’ So, 
from this, it seems that 
the honeymoon between 
KuyU Singh and East 
Bengal is coming to an 
unhappy ending. 

This romance started 
way back, during the 
1987 Durand Cup. 

Kuyit Singh, then an 
enterprising, yoimg and 






goal-hungry player for 
J.C.T. Phagwara scored 
a beautiful hat-trick . 
against East Bengal and 
he caught the eye of 
many a football fan. 
About five months later, 
Ku^it came to Calcutta 
with J.C.T. to take part 
inthe J.C. Quha 
tournament, which was 
organised by East 
Bengal club: 

J.C.T. lost to East 
Bengal in the 
semi-finals but once 
again Kuljit Singh 
caught the eye of the 
Calcutta spectators, the 
soccer p\indits and the 


press by scoring against 
theBififTliree.' 

And so Qargari was 
pressurised to get Kufjit 
for East Bengal. He 
managed to do so d\iring 
the ’88 Durand Cup. 

Kuljit Singh, along 
with three other Punjab 
State Electricity Board 
footballers—namely, 
Yashpal, William and 
Madanlal—signed for 
East Bengal. 

Kuljit came to 
Calcutta by the end of 
March and received a 
standing ovation. At 
that time, Chima was 
facing a suspension 
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order from FIFA. 
Krishanu Dey was 
slowly recovering fix>m 
a cartilage operation. 
Thus, Kuljit Singh 
became very important 
as the whole team 
depended on him. East 
Bengal had performed 
poorly in the last three 
years. 

And what did Kuljit 
Singh do for East 
Bengal? Well, really 
nothing much. True, it 
is difficult for out station 
players to play in 
Calcutta but Kuljit did 
not really give a hard 
enough effort. 

Take this example: 
Just before the 
Federation Cup (the 
Champions trophy of 
India), Kuljit went 
home, saying that his 
father was ill. He was 
supposed to join the 
team at Coimbatore 
before East Bengal's 
tirst match. Kuljit’s 
presence was highly 
needed as East Bengal 
was without Chima. But 
there was no sign of 
Kuljit. Three matches 
were over but there was 
still no Kuljit. Gargari 
rushed to Delhi and 
managed to get Kuljit to 
come with him back to 
Coimbatore. However, 
his performance in the 
Federation Cup was way 
below par and East 
Bengal were knocked 
out of the tournament. 
But things changed 
dramatically. Within ten 
days, Kuljit Singh 
became the darling of 
the East Bengal crowd 
when he scored a hat 
trick against 
Mohammedan Sporting 
in the SSS Trophy in 
Calcutta. 

But this turned 
Kuljit’s mind. He 

Kuljit Singh wearing 
jersey No. lO during 
his better days with 
East Bengal i 


became complacent. He 
neglected his daily 
praotioe sessions. 

In the Airlines Gold 
Cup, he once again 
turned in a poor 
performance. And soon, 
Chima returned from 
his suspension and 
things again changed 
for Kuljit. East Bengal 
were no longer 
dependent on Kuljit 
Singh. Their ace striker 
had come back and 
Kuljit was finding it 
difficult to get into the 
first eleven. 

Kuljit did not take it 
quietly. He abused 
Gargari in a bar. He 
wanted his money and 
he wanted to return 
home. But the East 
Bengal officials got 
tough. They said that if 
he wanted to go. he 
would have to do so on 
his own expenses. 

And after five days, 
Kuljit flew. 

So what is Kuljit 
Singh going to do now? 
It is yet to be 
ascertained. But he is in 
a difficult situation. 
Firstly, because he Owes 
Rs. 35,000 to J.C.T. The 
Punjab team is putting 
pressure on him to pay 
the money. If he returns 
to Calcutta, he will find 
that things have 
changed dramatically. 
Besides Chima, 

Krishanu Dey has 
regained his fitness and 
now a new striker by the 
name of Ranjit Saha has 
emerged. J.C.T. will not 
take him nor will the 
other Punjab teams like 
BSF or the Punjab 
Police. 

So things are quite 
difficult for Kuljit 
Singh. He is in troubled 
waters. There is no 
doubt about that. And 
really, when one comes 
to think about it, he has 
no one to blame but 
himself. # 





P^JfteARRYINO on with 

■ "the aerobics work> 

■ |out that we started 
^#on last week, let’s 
inove onto the next part 
of the Workout pn^ram- 
me. WeVe complete the 
warm>up section and 
now will be movii^ onto 
the xwxt part—for the 
arms uid shoulders. 

Stand with your feet 
about 8houlder>width 
apart, arms held out at 
your aide and fingers 
pcrinted to the ceiling. 
• Tim, letting the music 
take Jtold of your senses, 
let your body move to 
the tune while you circle 
your arms from the 
shoulder. The first eight 
counts are done clock* 
wise. Then reverse to 
anti-clookwise for the 
next eight counts. Can 
we try- for eight and 
eight again? 

Then, keeping every¬ 
thing else the same, just 
bunch your fingers into 
fists and point them at 
the ground. This should 
flmt the firearm muscles 
on the inside while 
stretching the outside. 
Take the first eight 
.bounts olockvidse while 
the next eight goes anti¬ 
clockwise. Repeat the 
seqtienoe. 

Ifow straighten the 
wrist, with the palms 
: ihoihg the ceiling, and 
vgd for eight counts 
olookwise. After that, 
eight. more anti- 
<^doicw^,. 

IRy hbap your shoulder 
ibints al^btil4 scream¬ 
ing Don’t 

'wprry, thd^l^!^'exercise 
ti^th».ijGi^0i|ie^ 
t%m.. standi^ with 
"ur -'ffet; "td^tther#- 
(he annsupfhbve 
r head while beodUng 
fcneep hhghdy on die 


mimm 


Get the aims 
and shoulders 
into shape 


upward movement of the 
arma. Counting with ev¬ 
ery bend of the knees, 
get to eight, and then 
try for eight more. 

That’s better, isn’t it. 
The shoulders should be 
all fired up now, but 
minus the pain. Now 
let’s work on the triceps 
a little. Standing - with 
your feet together, hold 
the arms suoh that the 
elbows stick out to the 
sides while your fists are 


almost tucked into your 
armpits. Now, letting 
your feet keep the beat 
with the music, extend 
the arms out fully to the 
side and bring them 
back to (he starting posi¬ 
tion. Cotmting with ev¬ 
ery extension of the 
arms, get to eight and 
try for eight more. 

Completing that one, 
keep the arms extended 
out to your sides while 
twisting them from the 



shoulder jolxtt. llV- 

almost like tryingv^th 
twist a doorknob open,, 
without hendiiig ths 
elbow. Keying count 
with every twist, get to 
^ght and then, flghdng 
the pain, pi^. yoursblf 
to complete another 
eight. 

It’s time ajnin to ease 
the pain. Standing with 
your feet together, 
throw the arme out to 
your back with a small 
knee-bend on every 
backward throw of the 
arms. Get to eight, 
counting on every knee- 
bend and then aim for 
another eight. 

Now let’s stretch the 
shoulders and arms. 
Bending Over from the 
waist, feet shoulder-width 
apart, lock your fingers 
behind your back and 
pull them over ypur 
hecul as much as you 
can. You won’t get very 
far over your ^k In¬ 
itially, but the resultant 
ptill on your shoulder 
muscles is enough to 
give them a good 
stretch. Count on every 
forward pull of your 
locked hands, stogping 
for a breather at eight 
and going on for 
another eight. 

Stay in the same bent- 
over position. h(dd your 
arms out behind your 
back and make believe 
that you’re bouncing a 
big beach ball with ^>ur 
finigers. Push up, relax . 
and then push up again 
as the ban oonw float¬ 
ing back tiown. Count 
with eveiy push, getting 
to eight a^ then pty for. ' 
eight more. 

Ifow% (he pain? 
some? (Tmon, itSs nCt 
thiat b|^:\;rpi^^.<-You'B',' ' 
get hsed;tb Qie twlng^ 
inaybe'styin’fret''cn^ ij>: ; 
(oudly.; Nbw'-~ 







over and bring your 
arms in firont of your 
bo^ and puU imaginary 
weeds. Reacdi out. arms 
ftilW extended, and grab 
a fwtfm of air. Then, 
puU them in. sending 
the elbows way past 
your body even as your 
upper body reooUs up¬ 
wards with the effort. 
Keep count with every 
puU. getting to eight, 
and then trying for 
eight more. 

don’t give up yet. 
We’re getting real close 
to the end now. Staying 








Jiff- 1% 

i bent t>ver put yon?'- 
: ha^bli^i^yourtecili^: 
'end "etayt'scissorihg;' 
tuein. and lEset> the- 
eiboieb and fin¬ 

gers poiated jbuit white 
' you .den*t' 

succumb ' 

tion 

head' ■ damp:' 


Keep iha'hiisd^^Glli^^ 
ting str«4d-'iQbVt^;'<e9li!t.;: 

your doubla!’'.^oiil^fl^^ 
Count im ,eteW 3 ^:.aiS^;r: 
inward mowmentfilt^''' 
right hand, getting; 
teght and then startfaig:' 
a^din. 

. ■ ■, 

Alter that, bring 
arms in ffont and sme;!':^ 
sor them in firont of 
starting with tha bat^i 
bent and the fists almpi^ . 
at your ankles. Counts ■ 
ing on every seodjMV 
movement al the rl|^t > 
hand, gradualtjf' 111%' 
your arms wttUfl 
straightening the bacfli^^ 
in synchronisatioii^ - 
: Keep scissoring wldlS 
the arms go over your 
head and out behixd^ 
your head. After 
eurohlng the baok cte 
much ae you oan. oddte' 
erect agtto slowly, all 
the while continuing 
with the 8ciesoring, .tiU 
you are standing 
straight and aoiseoring 
your arms in fiioht cd . 
you as you complete 
your seccmd set of 

Even ae yOu,oomi^i^^ 
your last sdeecw. thr^p 
both arms out dtagonkf 
^ till they will extend'no. 
more and brlrig them 
back together id'fiont of 
you. Repeat once and,^ 
then perform In thd,: 
other direotlen. Xk> t^e;. 
two wide-throw setk 
twice on rtther side. ' 

Okay, so that's, the 
arms and shoulders 
oompfoted. ifext week 
wa’ll^ move ontd'■th#^ 








QUESTIONS 

1. Yatman Cup is a competition (or 
young players, in which game and 
where? 

2. A member of the British royal 
family represented Great Britain at 
the Montreal Olympic Games. 
Gueses who? 

3. Why is Sir Francis Chichester 
famous in sailing history? 

4. What does “I.Y.R.U." stand for? 

5. What is a "capriole”? 

6. Which is the "In” side in 
badminton? 

7. Where was the first World Table 
Tennis championships held and 
when? 

8. What is the oldest regatta sculling 
race? 

9. What is the oldest rowing in 
Europe and at the same time the 
most famous in the world? 

ANSWERS 

1. Tennis, Britain. It is the 
schoolgirls' singles 
championship 

2. Princess Anne who competed in 

equestrian events. 

3. He made a solo round-the-world 

' voyage. His boat was Gipsy Moth 

IV. 

4. International Yacht Racing Union. 

5. Trained horse’s high leap and kick 
without advancing. 

6. The serving side. 

7. London, 1927. 

8. The Doggett's Coat and Badge, 
named after a stage comedian of 
the period and first raced for in 

1715 from London Bridge to 
Chelsea. 

9. Henley Royal Regatta 
(Inaugurated in 1839) 

HwiIttOhoM 

CHESS 

The interesting’ thing about the 
diagrammed position (which 
occurred in Drashko Vs 
Velickovic Yugoslavia ’89) is that 
it seems obviously superior for 
white. Passed pawn on the 
seventh, the threat of Rxe4, the 
queens possibility of switching 
flanks with Qa6 - h6, safer king 
poaition-everything seems to add 
uptoawin. 

Even a very strong player may 
make an off the cuff assessment 
that white is on top. In the game of 

M 


course, black was desperately 
looking for a way out. He 
discovered an incredible way to 
exploit the marginally weakened 
hl-a8 diagonal, and white's 
overloaded queen. A wonderful 
fight resulted and eventually 
black worked up a mating attack 
after the exchange of queens. 

Play proceeded 1—Rb3!! 2Qa7. 
The only move as 2 QxbS Qc6 3 h4 
Nf2-(- 4 Kgl Ngh3+ 5 Kh2 Qhl is 
mate (2 Qd5 Rb5 is similar). 

2—Rb2 3 Qa6 Nf2 + 4 Kg2 
Nfh3+ 5Khl Rb6!! Repeating the 
themetic exploitation of the 
overloaded queen and apparently 
winning outright. However white 
finds the only defence. 6 
Qa4!!.Qxa4 7 e8=QQxe8 8Rxe8 
Rb2. Despite the forced exchange 
of queens black has a persistent 
attack because of his control of the 
seventh rank and generally active 
pieces. 

9 N5-e3 Nf3. Gradually 
constructing a mating net. 10 Rc8 
Nf2-I- 11 Kg2 Ndl-f- The winning 
idea is simple. Once a pair of 
knights are exchanged mate will 
be inevitable. 12 Khl Nxe3 13Ne3 
Rh2. Checkmate. 

Black to play 



BRIDGE 


In 15th century England, 

Henry VII’s chancellor of 
Exchequer, Cardinal John 
Morton, used a two-pronged 
argument in exacting revenue 
from the London 
merchants—those who lived in 
style could well afford it and those 
who lived humbly surely had 
substantial savings. You might be 


wondering what this has to do 
with bridge! Well, he inspired a 
type of play to be called the 
Morton’s Fork Coup because it 
gives an opponent a choice of 
poisons. Here is an example from 
the 1975 US Trials, with Peter 
Weishel, who later went on to win 
the world championship, in the 
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Quite naturally West led the 
king of hearts, ruffed by declarer. 
It seems that declarer can manage 
only nine tricks, seven spades, 
one diamond and one club with a 
successful finesse of the club jack, 
for declarer can enter dummy for 
a club finesse only with the trump 
jack but then on winning the club 
ace West simply returns the 
second trump to kill dummy’s 
ruffer. Nor does it help to play the 
diamond king from hand for West 
would win, return a trump an^ on 
winning the club ace, return the 
second trump. 

Weischel, however, executed a 
Morton’s Fork Coup. At trick two, 
he played the diamond four from 
hand and West had no answer! If 
he ducked, dummy’s queen would 
win for a club to the jack and even 
if West wins and returns a trump, 
declarer would win and have a 
trump on the table to ruff a club 
for his tenth trick. Nor does it 
help West to go up with the 
diamond ace for then declarer 
wins the trump return (best) in 
hand, releases the diamond king, 
crosses over to the spade jack, 
discards a club oi^^the diamond 
queen and then leads a club to his 
jack, making ten tricks, seven in 
spades, two in diamonds and one 
in clubs. 

SantaiHi OhoM 
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Trie liirrtes, they .are a’cf ianglng! John 
Smittt and Shane seem almost vintage in 
■'"comparison to trier-skieoar raeing ream 
of Steve Webster and 1 ony Hewitt 
.(ijvn’d; Wonder if S-'-i'ine essisf-i: Smith 
ibrougn bends ^■*<‘6 ihese two? 


WSM 


St 
SHJUS 


Meet the dog who prefers riding 
in a sidecar rather than 
chasing them 
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W HEN Jotan Smith, his fsithlhl Osmum 
Shepherd Shane and their 500 oo BSA 
oomhination hit the road, trafflo stops. 
And it’s not because of the OO-year-dd 
BSA 000 00 bike and their sidecar. It’s because of 
the nonchalant manner in which Shane occupies 
the sidecar, scarf wrapped around his neck to 
keep the cold out and gogg'les firmly in place to 
keep the flies out. 

As 30-year-old Smith, a printer by profession, 
aays: “After I got the bike Shane quickly decided 
if I was going out he was ooming too. So I put 
goggles on him to keep the files out of his eyes 
and he just sits there happy.” 

I Alter all, man and his most faithful buddy can’t 

$ beseparatad...eiwnonabikeI. 


ASIA FEATURES 


ACTION PUJS 









T his year's 

nationals will be 
remembered for 
the feats of the 
underdogrs. In a 
memorable fast paced 
quarter-final. Uttar 
Pradesh ousted 18 times 
champions Railways 
1-0. In the same round, 
unfancied Bombay 
outthought and 
outmanoeuvred seven 
times champions 
Services 2-0. Services 
h«d trained for the 
nationals since 

Bombay’s full back Ian 
Ferreira, the oldest 
player on the field, 
stretches to tackle 
UP’S centre forward 
Nasir. John Fernandes 
and Troy Fonseca 
look on. Bombay won 
the semi final 2-1 


December 1988 and 
were confident of ^ 
reaching the final. 

Coach Ravi Ayyappa 
said, “we won four 
domestic tournaments, 
and all our players had 
the stamina to run for 
the full match, so our 
defeat was most 
upsetting.’’ 

In the semi finals, a 
new look Punjab team 
outpaced runners up, 
fancied Indian Airlines 
(lAC) 2-0. Punjab were 
without experienced 
forwards Swinder Singh 
(Punjab Police), Bage 
and Amardeep 
Singh(BSF), halfback 
ex-Olympian Rajinder 
Singh and former 
international forward 
Jagdeep Singh (Punjab 
and Sind Bank). Ctoach 



M.P.GlaiiMh 



in the 
national camp.” 


Charanjit Kumar. 1980. 
and 1984 Olympian 
said, “we barely trained 
for three weeks. It is off 
season tor hockey in 
Punjab. The extreme 
heat in Jalandhar 
prevented intensive 
practice. We had several 
players participating in 
their first ever senior 
nationals. Overall it was 
the least prepared 
Punjab team for many 
years. Still we did well to 
beat Indian Airlines and 
reach the final.’’ 

In the final it was the 
turn of Bombay to upset 
fancied Punjab. Again it 
was a triumph of tactics 
over brawn. Bombay 
should have won in 
extra time but finally 
triumphed 4-1 via the 
tie-breaker. 












The (all of tile 
Institutional teams 


T here w®r© other 
landmarks also. 
For the second 
time in the 1980s and 
only the fourth time 
since 1965, an 
institutional team did 
not contest the final of 
the National hockey 
championships. The 
previous three occasions 
were 1665 at Bombay, 
1971 at Bangalore and 
1983 at Meerut. 
Ironically, on all three 
occasions the Bnalists 
were Bombay vs Punjab. 
On each occasion, 

Puxijab had been 
triumphant but by a 
narrow margin. 

Bombay were 
determined to break the 
“Purijab hoodoo” this 
year. Bombay’s skipper 
28 year old 
ex-international, 
Marcellus Oomra was 
elated at their triumph. 
“We were thrilled to win 



The man behind 
Bombay’s success 
coach Cedric O’. Souza 

the national 
championship after 45 
years and very satisfied 
to beat old rivals Punjab 
in the final. ” Two of the 
Bombay players, 
Marcellus Gomes and 
full back Ian Ferreira 
were in the team that 
lost to Piuijab in the 
1983 final at Meerut. 


wMosiim 
O^SouiiiA 
pumarivIlliAir 
Csdrieiloiiiiot 

BOtSSSt HIV fWlMl 


I New talent 


Another satisfying 
feature of the nationals. 


gripptdliy theory but 
»amcer,annlyiii 
mooeni iiHnni 
hockey 


was the emergence of 
new talent. National 
coach M.P. Ganesh 
expressed satisfaction at 
seeing so many “new 
faces”. Later he said, “at 
least ten to twelve new 
players, mostly from 
Bombay, U.P. and 
Pmijab should be 
included in the national 
camp.” Mark Patterson, 
John Fernandez. Darryl 
D’souza, Edgar 
Mascarenhas and 


Harendra Singh from 
Bombay, Qun^p 
Kumar, Angeles Belung 
(a 23-year-old Adivasi 
from BSF), Ripudaman 
Singh. Kif^en Singh 
and Lakhwinderpal 
Singh, from Puiijah, 
Prashant Singh, 
Radhakrishan, R.K. 
Yadav and Kailash 
Chand from U.P. are the 
players in contention fox 
a place in the national 
camp. (It is learnt that 
Lakhwinderpal Singh, 
the opportunistic centre 
forward from Pux^ab 
has rejected Oanesh’s 
offer to join the national 
camp. "Lakha” as he is 
popularly known works 
with the Punjab cops 
and has a lucrative 
family truck business. 

He feels his absence, will 
mar his business. Yet 
except for Pargat Singh 
and tournament hero, 
R.P. Singh, none of the 
leg-weary natioxial 
players enhanced their 
reputations. 


NATIONAL HOCKEY: URGEN 


T HEfbrmatof 
the senior 
hookey 
naticmals, 

apparently unweildy 
needs to be 
streamlined. Keeping 
32 teams and about 
SO technioal ofQoials 
inaoityfora 
fortixight leads to 
chaos usually. 
Finding suitalde 
accommodation lathe 
Mggeet headache.' 
Ea^tounhas 
eighteen players and 
HIF nilasstlpdlate. 
that each player must 
get Rs. 45 per day. So 
costs are prohibitira. 
’Thua the burden on' ' 
thebrganlsers. 


coixsiderable. 

' AmritMathxir, 
secretary of the 
Railways Sports 
Control Board (R8CB) 
hosts of the 53rd 
hockey nationals, 
said, "our costs are 
estimated at about Rs. 
8to91akhs. If we 
have matches at three 
centres, oonunittees 
have to be duplicated. 
We must have a 
technical committee 
and transport 
committee, more 
umpires and other 
’ ground officials at 
each centre. This 
adds to Uxe cost. Also 
except for a large 
organisation like the 


RSCB.lt is difficult to 
get adequate 
maiipow^.’* 

So what is the 
alternative, kfothur 
admlts.it is a 
quandary for the QfP, 
but feels the nationals* 
are slowly beocaning 
unittant^fsable. Bte 
says, “no state 
aseodAtton is wiUihg. 
tooptforthe 
natkmalsin^ f 
futu»." , 

1688 Seoul 
Olympioa oiqitain JM. 
Scnu^however 
offer^ an interesting 
alternative; upset at. 
the imbalanced 
remits. Somaya said, 
“This was a nationals 


afmls>matohes. 

Taams whii^ did riot 
have practice otn 
arfifl^ surCuea Juat 
could not match sides 
accustomed to ' 
pli^ringonsuoh ’ 
surfaces. In the, 
indiixxiliiary leiqniS; 
thme weie too mi^ 
oiMheided gamesi!^ 

And the'-. 
m^matcdiesisste 
ininiy, OelUand. 
Madtyal^xsdesh 
werelevelltoa-aina 
GbcupUxaatoh. I^ths ^ 
. m i n nife ? / 

Madhya 

unua^to plaj^^ oh 
. aafro turf succumbed;' 
andlostSrS. 

ShniWly INhgiyi 








Bombay tactics 


i T was befitting that 
two teams with a 
rich hockey legacy, 
contested the final of the 
1989 hockey nationals. 
Watching Singh, Singh 


I AC’S Arif and ksepor 
Ballaltakson 
Punjab’s Gundsep 
Kumar and 

Lakhwindar Singh (far 
right). The iatter has 
refused to Join the 
nationaicamp 
because he wants to 
took after his business 


and Singh of Punjab 
take on D’souza, Gomes, 
Rodriguez, 
Mascarenhas and 
Fonseca of Bomt»y was 
reminiscent of the 
halcyon days of Indian 
hockey. 

Tactical 


improvisation, 
versatality and 
intelligence were the 
hallmark of Bombay’s 
triumph. It was 
refreshing to see 
Bombay play. They were 
the only thinking team 
in the entire 


EED FOR A NEW FORMAT 


were trounced 1-8 by 
Services in their 
opening Group D 
match. Bengal coach 
Bharat Chopra said, 
“my players just 
could not adjust to 
astro-turf, ^forewe 
got a feel of the turf 
we were routed.” 
Similarly Railways 
troum^ 

Maharashtza lS-0, 
l^beat Rajasthan 12^1 
and Bhopal 11-2. 
(^oe formidable 
Bihar with adivaai > . 
talent were trounced 
;0"7bylndiah 
Airlines. 

Analysing these 
results, MrSomaya 
said. Tt will best It : 


the IHF divides the 
purticipants into two 
divisions. The top 
sixteen or twelve 
tesuns should be in 
the 1st divitdon and 
matches can be 
played on a league 
cum knock out basis. 
The remaining teams, 
those without 
practioe on artificial 
surfaces should play 
in the 2hd division. 
The smiior hockey 
hdtioxiahi should be 
lihsUie Davis Cup. A 
top group of elite 
teams contesting for 
the nattonal title and 
the rest playing tor 
■ prcwotii^toUm tilts 


be promotion and 
relegation to ensure 
equal <^q)ortunities. 
The nationals would 
thus become mors 
sxoltihgand 
spsotator interest will 
inmease. The second 
divition can be idayed 
over a period of time 
and matches will be 
more oompetitivs. 

The financial and 
organisational 
burden on the hosts 
will be reduced.” 

. 1968 Olympian 
right half Balblr 
S|ngh added, "the 
nationals tiiould be, 
htid on a zonal basis. 
Thie t(^ two teams of 
each zone should 


cpialUy for the final 
rounds to be played in 
one centre. The 
institutional teams 
Railways, Services, 
Indian Airlines and 
Combined 

Universittes could be 
each assigned to 
different zones. 

Maybe the holders 
and hosts should 
automatically 
qualify. This would 
mean less travel for 
teamis like Assam and 
Andhra Pradesh 
which Come far to get 
routed in their 
opening m^hes. 
Travel and 
organisational costs 
woiild be reduced," 













Gwalior Shows Some Hockey Passion 


T he crowds at 1930 Berlin Olym- to a novel iJMde of gottqli^^aitoaM 

Gwalior were pics, the former protest. Local hero., felt As^ missed 
passionately Maharaja of Gwalior ex-international left an India z^-oMl by 

involved and Jiwajirao Scindia, half Abdul did being dropped for the 

interested in hockey. had invited Rup not get a chance to match at Gwalior. 

The roof tops near the Singh to stay-in fact play for his institu- 

Railway stadium. Rup Singh did his in- tion Railways. It was Incensed at such 

were thronged with termediate exams at alleged that Railway's treatment to their 

people—even young the Maharani Lak- coaches Harbinder favourite Abdul Asia 

college girls, whose shmi Bai College Singh and V. Bhas- an enterprising 

pin-up boy was UP'S (MLB) at Gwalior, and karan wanted to play group of youngsters 

Ram Prakash Singh. old timers still point Aziz M left half and brought banners of 

Daily after the out with pride the shift international protest to the ground, 

match, in the by- marks in the wall at Ashok Kumar to left They vrereoolourfUlly 

lanes, tea-shops and the college where Rup back. However,Pargat written in both En- 

restaurants, every- Singh practised. Singh rebelled and glish and Hindi. One 

one—even porters at There is a Rup said the RCF players of them boldly proc- 

the station—talked Singh stadium, in would not play unless laimed, “Chayankarta 

nothing but hockey. Gwalior—ironically it second string inter- (selectors) hosh mae 

But then Gwalior is now a cricket sta- national Jadev Singh aao/ Abdul Aziz ko 

has a rich hookey dium. played. Pargat Singh vapis lao.” These ban- 

legacy. The legen- Such was the kind and his group pre- ners^vere flaunted be¬ 
dary inside forward of enthusiasm that in vailed. Aziz was drop-, fore Doordarshan 

Rup Singh, 1933 and the final, in which ped from the quarter cameras and even 

1936 Olympian, Bombay beat Punjab final match against brought to the atten- 

spent most of hie life 4-1 in the tie breaker U.P.. which the latter tion of Scindia. the 

in Gw^ior. After the the crowds resorted won 1-0. The crowds Railways Minister. 


tournament. For this 
credit must go to 34 year 
old coach. Cedric 
D'souza a reserve 
goalkeeper for India in 
1970. 

Even ace dribblers. 
Mohammed Shahid, 
Ripudaman Singh. 
Gundeep Kumar and 
current Indian players. 
Jude Felix, Jagbir Singh 
and Mukesh Kumar 
were shackled by tight 
marking. In contrast 
none of the Bombay 
players held onto the 
ball needlessly. 

* Another clever tactic 
adopted by Bombay was 
clever running into gaps 
by all players in support 
of the player with the 
ball. Bombay thus 
controlled the tempo of 
each game with a series 
of square and shallow 
passes from ^ell 
fortified midfield. They 
attacked only in sudden 
bursts, often catching 


opposing defenders 
unawares. Roving 
centre forward Darryl 
D'souza and left side 
forward Edgar 
Mascai’enhas showed 
immense talent upfront 
and deserve to be in the 
Indian team. They both 
played modern hockey, 
comfortable in all 
positions up front, good 
acceleration, speed and 
intelligence to drift into 
unmarked areas. 

However, the hero for 
Bombay was coach 
Cedric D'souza. A flight 
purser with Air India, 
Cedric does not possess 
any formal coaching 
degree. He is no NIS 
diploma holder. 
Ci^itably thus he is not 
gripped by theory but is 
a thinker, a rarity in 
modern Indian hockey. 
Against Punjab in the 
final he made Bombay 
play in a 1-3-3-3 
formation. Outside left 


David Cardoza was 
withdrawn to mark 
Ripudaman Singh and 
centre half Troy Fonseca 
an export assistant with 
Tatas drifted to the left 
to shackle Gundeep 
Kumar. In the quarter 
final against fitter and 
faster Services, Cedric 
made Bombay play in a 
2-5-3 formation. They 
packed midfield and 
slowed down the pace of 
the game to rattle 
Services. 

Against U.P. m the 
semis, Bombay played in 
a 2-4-4 formation, with 
Marcellus Gomes 
dictating the tempo with 
shrewd passes from 
midfield. No team could 
decipher and counter 
Bombay’s tactics. Cedric 
D'souza has coached 
Bombay for just two 
years. But now Cedric is 
contemplating 
retirement as he is fed 
up with factionalism 


and petty thinking of 
the Bombay Hockey 
Association. He should 
be dissuaded from such 
an act. Instead his 
services must be utilised 
to make India a thinking 
hockey team. 

Sadly, not even 4 
Railways and lAC, 
packed with 
internationals, played 
intelligent, thinking 
hockey, at the 
Nationals. 

Cedric's feat is all the 
more creditable, as 
Bombay had six players, 
participating for the 
first time in the senior 
nationals. They are full 
back Harindra Singh 
and right half Wilbur 
Rodrigues of 
Mahindras, Floyd 
D’souza of Air India, 
centre half Troy Fonseca 
and reserve half back 
Anslem Gabriel of Tatas 
and Prakash Sakpal of 
Maharashtra Police. • 


PHOTOOSAPHS: PAJESH KUMAR 




NotCrid^ 


W 'HILE there is no 

disputing the authority 
of the BCCI to pronounce 
judgements on affairs of 
cricket, the punishment of 
banning the cricketers for one 
year, is deplorable to say the least. 

The ban, against the 
background of the so-called 
offence by players for playing 
festival cricket in the USA and 
Canada, appears extremely harsh. 

There have been several 
instances in the past when 
Indians have played in festival 
matches after their tours have 
concluded. For example; they 
played in Singapore in 1977 and 
’85, in F^i in '81, in USA in -82, 
’83, and in England in ’86. So why 
the punishment all of a sudden? 

The BCCI’s lop sided Judgement 
is evident from the fact that they 
cho )se to give different modes of 
pi shment—banning six senior 

p’ jrs for a year and just 
imi- -sing fines on the other 
players. Isn’t this discrimination? 

depleting the team of its star 
players, I wonder how India will 
fare in the coming Nehru Cup, the 
Sharjah tournament, the Pakistan 
tour and the series against New 
Zealand and England next year. 
SUSANTA BISWAS, 

Calcutta. 




T he one year ban on the six 
Indian cricketers is absurd. It 
is not a step taken in the right 
direction. The spirit of the game is 
lost somewhere. The barn will 
greatly affect the current team’s 
rebuilding process and one 
wonders what will happen to the 
future? 

RfiJEEV MOHAN, 

Tinaukia, 
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fflHE 93-second demolition of 
Jl Carl Williams has added 
another feather in Tyson’s cap. 
Tyson is far above his 
contemporaries and his tight 
record remains on unblemished 



Mike Tyson 

37-0. And till now, only four 
fighters can boaustr of going the 
distance with him. They are Mitch 
Green, James TeUis, Bonecrusher 
Smith and Tony Tucker. 

One only hopes that his next 
rivals. Evan Holyfield and George 
Foreman will be able to put up a 
stiff resistance. 

FARHATKHAN, 

Calcutta. 


fllHE interview with Javed 
iL Miandod (Sporteworfd, 19th 
July) was interesting and frank. 
Javed’s replies to each question 
was a revelation of his character. 
It is clear that he is a man who 
gets excited very easily but he also 
has a clear emd noble heart. 

He reminds me very much of 
Mushtaque Ali who entertains the 
crowd with a brash, arrogant way 
of play. All in all, a very good 
interview. 

S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 


A Matter Of Shame 


T he tour of the rebel English 
cricket team to South Africa is 
a matter of shame. There is no 
doubt that players who are on the 
edge of retiremennt are trying to 
make as much money as possible. 

There is talk of boycotting the 
Commonwealth Games. But I find 
that there is a lot of hypocrisy 
over the issue. 

Think of this: The cricketers of 
India and Pakistan and the West 
Indies condemn cricketerfi 
playing cricket in South Africa. 


Yet, they have no qualms about 
playing with these players on the 
county circuit. 

Then there was the case of Alvin 
Kallicharran leading a W^ 
Indian rebel team on a tour of 
South Africa? How come there 
was no talk about banning the 
West Indies cricket team? 
VWHUTIPATHAK, 

Indore. 


Small clumce 


filHE very thought of an Indian 
JL winning an Olympic medal, a 
Grand Slam title, or India 
winning the World Cup football 
drives me into paroxysms of 
squealing pleasure. If the 
Chinese, the Koreans can bring 
laurels to their countries, I am 
sure our doughty Mongolian 
originated brothers (the Nagas, 
the Mizos, the Khasis and others) 
if given the right guidance and 
training can do wonders for India. 
DEBASISH BISWAS. 

Nagaland. 


Y our colour photo on the last 
page of the SporteworJd (Dated 
July 24-1 August) was superb. 
Actually it should have been the 
photograph of the week. Please 
convey my hearty thanks to Mr 
Pradeep Paul. 

BUTTER. SAHA. 

ASSAM. 


Bad taste 


I was not only distressed but also 
disgusted with the picture on 
page 8: Photograph Of The Week 
and on page 82 under the title 
Freewheeling in SportsworJd 
(July 26-August 1,). The 
photograph reflected poor taste 
and I had no idea that journalists 
who go to cover prestigious 
tournaments like Wimbledon 
indulge more in skirt watching 
than superior photographic 
coverage. This is indeed pathetic. 
MEHER C.KATRAK 
Calcutta. 
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Services Weightlttdiig 

T HK 3ard Services Weightlifting 
Championship was won by the 
(>;nt x al Command of the Army 
who were.' runners up for the last 
thn^‘ years. TItechampionship 
was condiuM.ed by the Bombay 
Phig mooring Group and Centre in 
I’uno from 28 July to 2 August 
1980 Tlie holders Navy were 
pushed to the third place and 
Sout horn Command came second. 

The Cent ral Command collected 
107 ixiints mainly through Major 
Singh (over 110 KG), 
International Hav K.D. Mandal. 
Janardhan Raoand HavParamjit 
Sharma who created a new service 
rocord in 07.ry KG weight. 

About 70 weight lifters took 
part in the championship. The 

Lt. Gen A.K. Chatterjee, 
OOC-ln-C Southern 
Commandin (left), presenting 
the trophy to Major Rakesh 
Sharma. the manager of the 
Central Command team whioh 
won the team championships. 


Manager of the victorious Central 
Command team said that his boys 
were trained extensively for two 
months ai the Signal Training 
Centre. Jabalpur. 

Lt-Gen A.K. Chatterjee, 
GCXl-in-C Southern Command 
who was the chief guest, gave 
away the prizes. 


I I'KIVAMllUJM I 


M.K. Jos^h Honouied 

O N the evening of August 17, the 
Chandrasekharan Nair 
Stadium was packed to capacity to 
honour the outgoing Director 
General of Police M.K. Joseph. At 
the function that followed the 
Pavilion of the Stadium was 
formally named the M.K. Joseph 
Pavilion by the State Labour 
Minister K. Pankajakshan. The 
gesture acknowledged M.K. 
Joseph’s various services to the 
cause of sports in the state. 

During the last four years, 
under the able guidance of 
Joseph, the Kerala Police has 
become a force to reckon with in the 




M.K. Joseph 


sports arena. 

M.K. Joseph Is also the 
President of State Amateur 
Athletic Association for the past 
few years. He was one of the 
moving spirits behind G. V. Raja 
Sports School and Cannanore 
Sports Division. 

Sanjeev Kumar. T.K. 









Table Tennis 

T he first major ranking table 
tennis tournament under the 
Gvgarat State Table Tennis 
Association’s season's programme 
was played at Jagjivan Ram 
Railway Institute, Rajket, 
recently. 

The tournament was well 
organised by the Rajkot District 
Table Tennis Association in 
collaboration with Phulchhab, a 
local daily. It was contested for the 
Phulechhab Trophy. 

As many as 488 entries had 
been received from almost all 
parts of Gujarat. A record number 
of players took part in the 
tournament which is a very 
popular event in the city’s sports 
calendar. 

Big names in Gujarat table 
tennis such as Neeraj Oak, Suketu 
Vyas, Malay Thakker, Vaidehi 
Oak, Kalpesh Thakker, Satish 
Patel, Reshan Jam, Hasina Jam 
and a host of others were seen in 
action during the four-day 
tournament. 

The men’s and women's singles 
titles were bagged by Neeraj Oak 
and Roshan Jam respectively. 

As expected, the women’s 
singles final was played between 
the Jam sistei s. What an exciting 
encounter it turned out to be! In a 
breathtaking finish, Roshan 
delegated her younger sister 
Hasina 16-21. 21-16.21-13. 

Incidentally, Roshan Jam is the 
current Indian Railway table 
tennis champion as well. 

Ironically enough, the men's 
singles final proved a rather tame 
and one-sided affair. Malay 
Thakker. who had played‘so well 
in the semi-final, was virtually 
rendered hot's de combat by an 
awe-inspiring Neeraj Oak. the No. 1 
seed. Malay, who was ranked 6th 
was just nowhere near to match 
Neeraj. Neeraj defeated Malay 
21-13.21-15.21-12. 

Haresh Kumar Pandya 
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Nattonal‘B’diess 

N r. ANILKUMAR, an 
English lecturer from 
_ Trichur emerged the 
* undefeated champion at 
the 27th National Chess B 
championships which concluded at 
Calicut this month. The stiffness 
of the competition can be gauged 
by the fact that he was the sole 
player in a field of 180 not to 
suffer defeat. 

Sjwnsored by Koyenco and 
organised at the Indoor Stadium, 
this was one of the better events of 
recent years The B is the stiffest 


event on the national calender as 
only the top 14 go through to the 
prestigious A league. The new 
format of only allowing four (as 
opposed to the earlier, six) players 
from each affiliated unit resulted 
in even higher quality play. 
Naturally there were upsets 
galore. 

Anilkumar who represented 
India at the Lucerne Olympiad in 
'82 came back into the limelight 
after a long gap. A quiet player 
who takes no unneccessary risks, 
he produced his best form towards 
the end of the 15 round tourney. 
His penultimate round blitz of 
Koshy was his best game. 

Top seeded International Master 
D.V. Prasad played 
disappointingly. He lost twice to 


D.V. Prasad: poor performance 




The victorious North East Frontier Railway 
(NFR) team after they lifted the Inter-Jtatlvvay 
junior badminton title. They defeated tlie hosts, 
BDSO (Research, Oesi^ and Standard 
Chrimnisation) 3-1, in thefinal . 


Sunil Rathod and Ebenezer 
Joseph. After^that he gave up 
hopes of the Rs 3500 first prize 
and played to ensure 
qualification. 

New qualifiers who will make 
their debut in the National A this 
January include Rathod, 
Girinath, Rangarajan, 
Mohannan, Vardhan, and Rahul 
Shetty. Oldtimers who failed to 
make the grade included second 
seed Koshy, International Master 
Vaidya, R.S.Gupta and P.M. 
Mohanty. 

The game of the tournament 
was probably A.B. Meetei’s ladk 
round crush of R.S. Gupta which 
ensured the former’s 
qualification, Meetei and Neeraj 
Mishra were the only qtmlifiers 
from the eastern zone. Swapan 
Mitra was in poor form and belied 
expectations. Ananda Ghosh also 
came close, but could not find the 
finishing touch. 


The top 14 Positions: 1 N.R. 
Anilkumar (Ker) 2 P.D.S. Girinath 


I h/t V . 


o, nanaarajan vliuj; - 
Prasad (Kar); 5 O.C. Monannan 
(Ker) 6 A.B. Meetei (Mani); 7 S. 
Manikandaswamy (TN); 8 R.G. 
'"-^)9N.K. Mishra 


• vai f yt f t > iiMiv 

):13Mitrakant(TN);14R.G. 
Shetty (Mah) 


Devsngshu Dutts 







THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



of you, automatically 
going' into another asn- 
kutBu-daabl in prepara¬ 
tion for another ki^. 
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F ^<H>niNOtlwHispaix>’s 
llong btaok txmxiflt 
f toward* thd south, 
TS-year-old Qsorgs 
MlUlgan put his foot 
down, “asttlng a bit bored 
with hanginjgrabpat," he 
explained. The needle ctf the huge 
ap^ometer crept towards fO., ,, 
The 12 burbling oyllndsrstijp . ^ 
hrant began to burn peted ataxate 
of about a galltnv every seven 
milea. "A pig to drive,” said 

Mr Milligan hardly. "Wahdnrs all 
over the road. Just like a fast lorry 
reaUy," 

The HMpattO>Sulaa has always 
bem as intu^ a state Of mind as a 
motor oar. Hcdlywood film stars 
loved them. So did maharaiahs. 
Ploasso had one. Tp the Hlspano 
owner, Rplls-Royoes were cheap, 
mechanically backward and 
frightfully common. They were 
the product of a 

Swte-englneering genius called 
Maro Itokigt, backed a group 

ctf Spanish Industrialists from 
go-ahead, energetic Barcelona. 
Menoe the aiatne: Hispano-Suisa. 

Thm^ wbre factories In 
Bafdeloin* and Paris, but first the 
9paal«k C%fl Wi^. then the 
aeobnd Wc^ War. put a stop to 
pivxluction, Mqsti;^the400left in 
; the Wo^;l ai^ jobW in the hands of 
olaa ^o a r ppllertCTra. 

A bunch, langi^ 
minkauldreB with barns full of 
motor oa» to enthusiastic 
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i^U^tlngsrpails. 4i then! had 
Spain from 

va^MiuSpat^tscir^ .wQrld for the 
firat eiwr hiternatl^^ 
lfiigkn»Suiaas4 ' 

., Gto^ec^'the enfenuits were 
T6-yewNdd pperi' 
vri^abaroMy ai^ braksa.’v^^ 
vmiwglltibr|^Wt*R>td^ of the 
19308 <kMu»h^M^!k)yhg art. which 
bminhahge ai^sotheby's for 
■ g npit' 

' jS^bsif B^imm wh^ ~ 
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speed and sporting glory seemed 
to fascinate the Australians. One 
silver crackling monster drowned 
out even the fifes and drums 
which had been assembled to give 
everyone a musical send-off. 
"Found the chassis in a creekbed 
in Alice Springs.” said driver John 
Ould who is a classic car dealer 
from Victoria. “That’s what they 
used to do with cars they had 
finished with in Australia. Pushed 
them in the nearest creek." 

The noise was due to the fact 
that he had fitted it with a 
Hispano-Suiza aero engine, with 
16 cylinders. 18.S litres, and no 
silencers. “1 spent six years 
reconstructing this car. It's 
.exactly the same as the ones that 
used to race at Brooklands. Oot all 
the original drawings to work 
firom. Oh yes, she moves. I'm 
looking for a top sjseed of about 
170 mph.” 

Then there are the Americans. 
It's ‘the gloss and the whole damn 
European style’ that draws them. 
Americans are now collecting old 
cars the way small boys used to 
collect cigarette cards. ‘How many 




Rolls-Royces have you got?’ I 
heard one rallyist’s wife say to 
another. The answer was four. 
‘Oh. We’ve got seven back in 
Indianapolis’. People were being a 
bit disparaging about the 
Americans. There is something 
called an ‘American restoration’ 
which ceuses pursed lips. ‘They 
put in power steering, special 
clutches and non-original parts’ 
explained one shocked British 
purist. 

The French were the jokers, 
making fim of the whole belle 


epogue extravaganza. Louis 
Lescure from Arpajon is famed in 
Hispano circles for having fooled 
a previous outing by 
impersonating a woman one day 
and a begger the next. 

‘She is my mistress,’ said Louis 
Lescure, pointing to his 1929 
Ctoupd de Ville, complete with 
side-mocinted carriage lamps. ‘I 
rescued her from a scrap-heap 
when I was a student of 19.1 
found a worker firom the Paris 
Hispano factory to help me restore 
her. Ixxsk at that velvet 


padding-^all original. She 
belonged to a Marquise de Oelida, 
who had hardly used her. We have 
been together too long to part. 
When I married, my wife 
Francoise had to accept her aeit 
part of the package. ’ 

Then there are the British. They 
appear to be united by a love of 
tinkering with fine machinery. 
‘Let me show you how I fitted an 
oil filter to my 1934 K 6 engine,' 
said Roy Middleton from Potters 
Bar. ‘Let's face it, the motor trade 
is boring now for engineers. I 
shut myself away in my home 
machine shop and have fUn. But I 
like coming on jaunts like this. 

Old cars attract nice people. I love 
using this car, driving it fast. You 
know you are in touch with a 
machine.’ 

Hotel courtyards were fUll of 
nervous, tense faqss in the 
morning as competitors worked 
priming pumps, adjusting levers 
and pressed buttons in the hope of 
easing the monsters into life. I 
noticed tongues protruding from 




between lips until the blessed 
moment came, the engine fired, 
and facial muscles relaxed. They 
seemed to expect something to go 
wrong, and weren’t too put out 
when it did. It was all part of the 
game. 


(Top left) Hispanos all; three of the beauties bask in the 
adulation before starting their rally 



Made A ceieDra'e? ' 

Hispa'^o s co'^p.e' c" r* V" 






Several cars d ropped out with 
what their drivers called ‘terminal 
problems’. Tim Hewison, from 
Flinders. Australia, was doing 60 
mph in his eight-litre H 6 sports 
saloon when the back wheels 
locked solid, with much smoking 
rubber. 

John Kerr from Alabama 
complained that he couldn’t get 
the smell of burning clutch out of 
his clothes. He telephoned for his 
mechanic, Rick, who flew in from 
Wichita, Kansas, on the next jet. 

It was generally agreed that 
that was a classy gesture, well 
worthy of the queen of the 
Ahnanach de Qotha of the 
automobile. 

Pearson Phillips 

ASIA FEATURES 




















T here is a rather 
unique game, 
played with a 
cane ball, that ia very 
popular in certain parte 
of South East Asia, and 
is referred to by several 
names in the various 
nations. The Philippines 
call it Sepak-, thelhais 
Thlcrawandthe 
Malaysians Sepak raga. 
In 1965 during the 
South Bast Asian 
Fen insular Games, 
there was actually a 
deadlock over 
uniformity of the 
name—finally, sepak 
Takraw (the joining of 
the Malaysian and the 
Thai words —Sepak 
(Kich) and takraw(ball) 
was a name agreed 
upon. 

The net is lower than 
in badminton (5 ft off the 
ground at the top) and 
the ball is 17 cm in 
circnimference and 
weighs 180 grams. 

The rules are a cross 
between those of 
badminton and 
volleyball and the sport 
is described as 
“Volleyball played vdth. 
feet and other parts of 
the body, except the 
hands.” Which means 
basically, that you 
require soccer skills. 

Ekuih side has three 
players and are allowed 
only one substitution. 
The first known as 
tekong, is positioned 
inside the semi cdrcle at 
the base line. The second 
jdayer is Apit Kiri (left 
winger). 

How is it played? 

When the game begins 
the ball is served to the 
centre by the second or 
third player, both 
standing within marked 
positions in the court. 



lite ball mustn't touch 
the ground and each 
side is pennltted threat, 
tdts b^tsre the ball is 
delivered over the net to 
the opposing 
side—except when 
serving, when there 
must be only a straight 
kick. 

The scoring is like 
badminton—^the first 
side to score 15 points 
wins the set. A deuce of 
5 points is allowed if 
both sides are level on 
13, and 3 points in case 
of 14-all. The game is 
decided on the best of 
three sets. This game 
demands skills and 
sharp reflexes— 
combining the 
teamwork of volleyball, 
the dexterity of soccer 
and the speed of 
badminton. 

The origin of Sepak 
Takraw is unknown. 

But the Filipinos argue 
that they started it, 
which is countered by 
the Malaysians and the 
Thais. However this 
game is very populaur in 
Malaysia and many 
tournaments are held 
drawing good crowds 
and it has even been 
made compulsory in 
schools. 

It was a 

demonstration sport in 
the 1982 Delhi Asian 
Games and had become a 
regular competition 
game from the Seoul 
Asiad. 

In India, Sepak Takraw 
is gradually gaining in 
popularity—especially 
in the North East 
region. And of course 
many soccer players are 
taking a keen interest in 
it. The Manipuris have 
taken it up seriously. An 
indication of this is that 
for the last three years 
they have been the 
national champions 
(this Includes their win 
at the recent Calcutta 
nationals.) 
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my 

. w Vooll«^gu« 
Avik Lee 
returned 
. W W fttnn Bally 
Diltli the stoxy of little 
CrvmUlai Chettry, (In thia 
iaeue) a terrible finiatra* 
..tkm 1 ^ anger overcame 
me. 

In every comer of this 
seemingly forsaken 
country the most pc^* 
lar and easy reflraih is, 
"Why oant we produce a 



diets, experimenting 
with weight training, 
with fat levels, pulse 
rates, practice routines. 
And what does Chettry 
have? A murky pond. 


61. ororeB. So Mrs Mar¬ 
garet Alva, why, may I 
ask. has n^ one single 
paisa resohed this 
young girl? She is not 
merely Bengal oham- 
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If mcmey is to be spent why not some on a girl who indicates through her 
over-aijc hour pond praotlaes, that she possesses a good work ethio, if nothing else 


ohampion?" Well, if any¬ 
one found the time to 


saunter down to Bally to 


watch the l3-year-old 
Chettry, a national 
Junior champicm, forced 
to practise in a pond 


where dirty dishes are 
washed, an explanation 


oould be found. 


Ali over the world 
swimmers are ex¬ 
perimenting .-with ahav- 
. ing hair to f^uce water 
resistl^oe, ex- 
perimentij:^ with spe- 
. dal miitsrlal swimsuits, 
ekperlmentihg with 


I and a genuine coach 
who admits he is una¬ 


ware of the nauances of 


weight tralmng. 


Diet? Her father is a 


rickshaw puller, getting 
older, and surely 


wondering, when he 


gets too tired to pull. 


who will feed his daugh 


ter? Not the rubbish- 
talking Sports Ministry 
and their facile little 
asso c iat i ons for sure? 

The Indian sports 
budget, among much 
promisee, was increased 
considerably this year, 
from rupees S7 crores to > 


I pion which could effec¬ 
tively put her, out of 


your jurisdiction...she is 


a national ohaminon.. .in 


In fact Umdlla'Chet¬ 


try should be right down 


Mrs Alva’s street. One of 


the Sports Anthori^ of 


India s new fangled 
.ideas was to find 
athletes in their natural 
surroundini^ and nur» 
ture them—the adivaai 
hookey players, the trib¬ 
al archers—now you 
have a girl in a pond, 
nothing more natural 


ttmh thst X can assuss 
you. But tlrmilla still 
goes ignorsd. 

Let us draw another 
picture for those who 
claim to have the betted 
ment of Indian sport 
(dose to their hearts. At 
the Seoul Asian Qamss 
training camp, my obl- 
league Pradeep Haul was 
informed at the NIS, 
Patiala gym that the abe- 
eaoe of a heavyweight 
boxer thm day was due 
to illness.' Imagine Mr 
Paul’s confusion when 
an hcnir lator the same 
gentleman was . spied . 
galavanting murrily on I 
his motorcycle, 
apparently looking 
quite the picture of 
health. Needless to say 
this anonymous fellow, 
.whd ate acres of food 
and litres cxf milk and 
was housed comfort¬ 
ably, all imder govern¬ 
ment expense, did not 
succeed at Se(^. 

While Mrs Alva cannot 
be held responsible for 
this, if money is to be 
spent, why not some on 
a girl who indicates 
through her over six 
hour pond practises that 
she possesses a good 
ethio, if nothing else. 

I am not spring that 
Urmilla Chettry wUl de- 
finitely be India’s 
greatest swimming 
sensation. I am merely 
saying that Urmilla 
Chirntry’s performances 
demand that she be 
given a chance—a pool 
to swim in, a (qualified 
coach, a necessary alio- 
wanes—an oj^rtunity 
to realise whatever ta¬ 
lent she has. 

If two years from now 
she is still swimming in 
that pond, and if two 
years fiaom now the gov¬ 
ernment is still un¬ 
moved, then India does 
not deserve to have 
ohampionB. 






























In front of a camera for the first time. 
A hundred years ago. 




numb through your family photo album 
nere are those glorious old photographs 
that bring fond memories 
In black and white Sharp and cleat even 
aAer sixty, seventy or hundred years 
The choice is quite clear 
When you shoot pictutes for keeps, 
shoot them on Black and White him 
You ’ll be glad you did 


Memories may hde with time. \INDU/ INDU B & W Roll Film 
Not Black & White pictures, and Bromide Papers 
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Any Bengali living here probabiy reads 
Prabasi Anandabazar every week. 


New YofK 


Prabasi Anandabazar was created exclusively 
for the Bengalis living abroad. 

Every week, we lead our readers to places of great interest. 
We give them a complete package of news and features. 
With topics ranging from politics to recipes; from 
beauty-tips and fashion to literature and sport. 

Thirty two pages with offset-printing clarity— 
Including eight pages in sparkling colour. 

We sell ttie kind of quality that’s tried and true. 

We give advertisers an exclusive, affluent clientele 
and a perfect environment. 


Prabasi Anandabazar; The international weekly from The Ananda Bazar Group of Publications. 

















































